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Jewell Freeman, 91,
Dunkirk
Esther McDaniel, 77,

Farmland
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  29 degrees Friday.
Today’s forecast calls for a

high in the lower 40s. Rain is
expected tonight with a low in
the mid 30s. There will be
more rain Sunday with winds
gusting to 25 miles per hour
and a high in the mid 40s.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

Winterfest at the Fair-
grounds is scheduled for 5 to 8
p.m. Sunday. The event, which
is open to the public, will
include carriage rides. Free
will donations will be accepted
at the gate.

Tuesday — Results from
the Patriot boys wrestling
team in the ACAC Duals.

Wednesday — Coverage of
next week’s Jay School Board
meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the JCHS swim meet against
the Delta Eagles.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Celestial show
A performer with Celestial Circus Productions of Dayton, Ohio, twirls batons

on fire Friday at Jay Community Center in Portland. Jay Community Center hosted its
family fun night Friday, offering free pizza, pop and a show in exchange for good will
donations of non-perishable food items.

BY VOLODYMYR VERBIANYI
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service
Russia launched a massive air-strike

against western Ukraine on Friday in
what Kyiv described as one of  the largest
attacks on its power infrastructure since
the war started.
Moscow forces fired almost 200 drones

and more than 90 missiles, including at
least one made by North Korea, 81 of
which were intercepted, Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy said on
Telegram. The attack forced Ukraine to
reduce output at five of  its nine nuclear
reactors, the International Atomic Energy
Agency said.
The Russian Defense Ministry said the

strike was a response to Kyiv using six US-
made ATACMS long-range missiles to hit a
military airfield in Russia’s Rostov region
on Wednesday. 
Moscow’s forces have been attacking

Ukraine’s energy infrastructure since the
autumn of  2022, or well before Ukraine
received long-range missiles, as part of  an
attempt to cripple the country in its nearly
three-year war. 
The strike, which happened after days

of  relative lull in aerial attacks, included
hypersonic Kinzhal missiles and focused

on the western regions of  Ternopil, Lviv,
Ivano-Frankivsk and Zakarpattia, accord-
ing to Ukraine’s air force. Neighboring
Poland scrambled fighter jets in response.
The targets for the air assault included

thermal power plants of  private energy
group DTEK, with some equipment “sig-
nificantly damaged,” the company said on
Telegram. Zelenskiy said 11 cruise mis-
siles were downed by F-16 jets Ukraine
received from its Western allies. 
The attack was the 12th targeting

Ukraine’s energy infrastructure this year
and has caused widespread blackouts and
will lead to longer period of  emergency
power cutoffs, according to power grid
operator Ukrenergo. It came as the tem-
perature plunged across the country with -
10C (14F) expected in Kyiv overnight.
The assault took place a day after US

President-elect Donald Trump said in an
interview that he opposes Ukraine’s use of
Western-made long-range weapons to
strike deep inside Russian territory. Kyiv
has fired the missiles at military depots
and airfields used by aircraft bombing
Ukraine in Russia’s border regions.
“It is one of  the largest-scale strikes on

our power industry,” Zelenskiy said. “This
is such a ‘peace plan’ of  Putin — to destroy
everything.”

By ANIA NUSSBAUM and
WILLIAM HOROBIN
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service
President Emmanuel Macron

picked Francois Bayrou to be
France’s new prime minister,
calling on a longstanding cen-
trist ally to navigate a fractured
political landscape that toppled
the previous administration.
Bayrou, who leads the centrist

Democratic Movement party
known as MoDem, steps into the
breach after far-right leader
Marine Le Pen allied with a left-
wing coalition of  lawmakers last
week to oust Michel Barnier
from office as he attempted to
drive a stringent budget through
parliament.
To avoid the same fate, Bayrou

must quickly rewrite fiscal plans
with concessions to buy at least
implicit support from some of
Macron’s political adversaries.
Investors are watching closely
after months of  political
upheaval and uncertainty
sparked temporary selloffs of
French assets, at one point driv-
ing up the country’s borrowing
costs as high as Greece’s.
“Everyone appreciates the dif-

ficulty of  the task and I think
also that everyone thinks there
is a path to be found that unites
rather than divides people,” Bay-
rou told reporters after the
announcement. “Reconciliation
is necessary.”
The spread between French

and German 10-year bond yields,
a proxy for French risk, was two
basis points tighter at 77 basis
points, close to its average over
the past six months. France’s
CAC 40 Index was little changed. 
Macron’s decision to dissolve

the National Assembly in June
plunged the country into an
unusual situation where the
French president has scant influ-
ence over lawmakers. Since the

snap election, the lower house is
split into three feuding blocs: the
leftist New Popular Front, a
shrunken center backing
Macron and an expanded nation-
alist group led by Le Pen.
In a post on X following the

announcement, Le Pen said Bay-
rou must work with her party
and its proposals to put together
a budget. “Any policy that just
extends Macronism, which has
twice been rejected at the polls,
can only lead to impasse and fail-
ure,” she said.
Jordan Bardella, the president

of  the National Rally, said his
party wouldn’t back a no-confi-
dence vote by default against a
prime minister from the center
or the right, implicitly giving
Bayrou some room to maneuver.
Communist leader Fabien Rous-
sel, whose party is part of  the
leftist bloc, indicated a similar
stance.
“Naming a prime minister

from his own camp sends a bad
signal, it’s not what French peo-
ple want,” Roussel told on BFM
TV. “But I won’t say censure out-
right, we will judge based on evi-
dence.”
Currently the high commis-

sioner of  government planning,
Bayrou ran for president in
three consecutive elections start-
ing in 2002. In 2017, he declared
that he would stand aside to
instead ally himself  with
Macron as Le Pen rose in the
polls. 
The key to Bayrou’s success or

failure as prime minister will be
garnering support from both the
center left and the center right to
avoid a majority forming that
would vote him out like Barnier.
That will likely require prising
apart the New Popular Front to
pick off  more moderate Social-
ists from their alliance with
Jean-Luc Melenchon’s far-left
France Unbowed. 

Bayrou picked
to be France’s
prime minister

Russia launches massive air strike on Ukraine energy sites

AFP via Getty Images/Tribune News Service/Arman Soldin

This grab taken from AFP video footage shows a member of
Ukraine's military looking away as a BM-21 "Grad" MLRS 122mm rocket
launcher fires on the outskirts of Soledar on Jan. 11, 2023.

By ARIANA FIGUEROA
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
WASHINGTON — Pres-

ident Joe Biden Thurs-
day commuted the sen-
tences of  roughly 1,500
people who were placed
in home confinement
during the coronavirus
pandemic, and granted
pardons for 39 individu-

als with convictions for
nonviolent crimes.
“America was built on

the promise of  possibili-
ty and second chances,”
Biden said in a state-
ment. He noted many of
the 1,500 were serving
long sentences that
would be shorter under
current laws, policies
and practices. 

As the Biden adminis-
tration winds down, it’s
the largest single-day
grant of  clemency in
modern day history. 
The president added

that his administration
will continue to review
clemency petitions
before his term ends on
Jan. 20.
There are more than

9,400 petitions for
clemency that were sub-
mitted to the White
House, according to
recent Department of
Justice clemency statis-
tics. 
“As President, I have

the great privilege of
extending mercy to peo-
ple who have demonstrat-
ed remorse and rehabili-

tation, restoring opportu-
nity for Americans to
participate in daily life
and contribute to their
communities, and taking
steps to remove sentenc-
ing disparities for non-
violent offenders, espe-
cially those convicted of
drug offenses,” Biden
said.

See Biden page 2

Indianapolis woman
made the list

Biden commutes 1,500 sentences, pardons 39



Continued from page 1
Those 39 people who received pardons

included 67-year-old Michael Gary Pel-
letier of  Augusta, Maine, who pleaded
guilty to a nonviolent offense, according
to the White House, which provided brief
biographies of  the pardoned individuals. 
After his conviction, Pelletier worked

for 20 years at a water treatment facility
and volunteered for the HAZMAT team,
assisting in hazardous spills and natural
disasters. He now grows vegetables for a
local soup kitchen and volunteers to sup-
port wounded veterans.
Another pardon was granted to Nina

Simona Allen of  Harvest, Alabama.
Allen, 49, was convicted of  a nonvio-

lent offense in her 20s, the White House
said. After her conviction, she earned a
post-baccalaureate degree and two mas-
ter’s degrees and now works in the field
of  education. Additionally, she volun-
teers at a local soup kitchen and nursing
home.
Hunter Biden pardon
The clemency action came after the

president gave a full pardon for his son,
Hunter Biden, on gun and tax charges
and any other offenses, from 2014 until
December. The president previously stat-
ed he would not pardon his son, but
changed his mind because he said his son
was constantly targeted by Republicans.
Other clemency actions Biden has

taken include commuting sentences of
those serving sentences for simple pos-
session and use of  marijuana under fed-
eral and District of  Columbia law and
a pardon of  former U.S. service members
who were convicted under military law

of  having consensual sex with same-sex
partners — a law that is now repealed.  
Additionally, advocates and Democ-

rats have pressed Biden to exert his
clemency powers on behalf  of  the 40 men
on federal death row before President-
elect Donald Trump returns to the White
House. Democrats have pushed for this
because Trump expedited 13 executions
of  people on federal death row in the last
six months of  his first term.
The co-executive directors of  Popular

Democracy in Action, a progressive advo-
cacy group, Analilia Mejia and DaMareo
Cooper, said in a joint statement that
Biden should “not stop now.” 
“Thousands more of  our people who

have been wronged by an unjust system
are still waiting for freedom and compas-
sion,” they said.

The Indiana context
Among Thursday's pardons was Indi-

anapolis woman Emily Good Nelson, The
White House said she is a 39-year-old who
was convicted of  non-violent drug offens-
es when she was 19 years old. Since her
release, she completed her bachelor’s and
master’s degrees and now works in the
healthcare field. She has spoken publicly
about drug use and has volunteered as a
counselor at an in-patient psychiatric
facility. She is described as kind, commit-
ted to recovery and helping others, and as
someone with tremendous talent and
ability.

••••••••
This story was edited for length. For the

full list of  those pardoned, visit indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.

Lost control
A Union City man was

arrested this week after
he attempted to pass a
Winchester man’s car on
U.S. 27 and lost control of
his vehicle, causing an
accident about 10:33 p.m.
Wednesday.
Suchite A. Feliciano,

55, was driving a 2004
Ford Explorer south on
the highway behind a
2006 Chevrolet Colorado
driven by 61-year-old
Mike E. Sharp of  Win-
chester.
Feliciano began pass-

ing Sharp’s car. Accord-
ing to a Jay County Sher-
iff ’s Office report, Feli-
ciano was driving at an
unsafe speed and lost
control of  his car on the
slick road, causing him
to strike the side of
Sharp’s car and run it off
the road.
Feliciano was booked

into Jay County Jail and
preliminarily charged
with operating a vehicle
without a license, a Class
C misdemeanor. He was

being held on a $1,000
bond.
Both vehicles were

towed, with damage esti-
mated between $5,000 and
$10,000.

Failed to stop
A Portland woman

failed to stop at the
intersection of  Meridi-
an and Votaw streets,
causing her to crash
into another Portland
woman’s car about 8:50
a.m. Dec. 6.
Victoria Huntsman, 26,

told police she was driv-
ing a 1997 Jeep Wrangler
south on Meridian Street
when she failed to notice
the stoplight had turned
red, according to a Port-
land police report. 
She wasn’t able to stop

her vehicle before crash-
ing into a 2004 Honda
Odyssey driven by 75-
year-old Barbara Ham-
brock.
Huntsman’s vehicle

was towed, with damage
estimated between
$10,000 and $25,000.

Jewell Freeman
Dec. 9, 1933-Dec. 11, 2024

Jewell M. Freeman, who exem-
plified strength, bravery and
unyielding positivity, passed
away on Dec.11, 2024. 
Born on Dec. 9, 1933, in Ken-

tucky, Jewell, was known for her
warmth, generosi-
ty and the loving
spirit she brought
into the world.
Jewell will be

lovingly remem-
bered by her
beloved children,
Dorothy Bonshire
(Arnold Adkins),
Lonnie Mock and
Larry Mock (Connie); grandchil-
dren Aaron Baker, Joshua Baker,
Telea Wormer, Freedom Smith

Green, Adam Mock, Keri Bailey
and Rachel Mock; 17 great-grand-
children and seven great-great-
grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by

Paul R. Freeman, the love of  her
life; Richie Reynolds, grandson;
Jody Reynolds, grandson; her
parents, Alex and Marie Webb
Bivens; siblings, Charles Bivens,
Jessie Bivens, Oma Lee Bivens,
Garnet Bivens and Floyd Bivens;
and Twila Mock, daughter-in-law.
Jewell moved to Dunkirk, Indi-

ana, as a teenager to live with her
Aunt Mabel and Uncle John Web-
ster following the death of  her
mother. She was a hard worker all
her life and retired from Kerr
Glass as a foreman in the packing
dept. Following her retirement,
Jewell and her best friend, Hazel
Cline, worked helping other

members to build the current
Nazarene Church in Dunkirk.
Jewell loved gardening and

canning with her brother,
Charles, and they spent many
summers canning yummy food
for both their families. 
Some of  her many hobbies

included quilting, crocheting and
sewing, and she did all of  them
with lots of  enthusiasm.
Jewell loved to cook and bake,

and if  you were ever lucky
enough to try one of  her famous
lemon meringue pies or home-
made cream puffs you know they
were amazing.
Jewell missed her true calling

in life was to be a nurse. She had
the honor to take care of  Richie
while he battled leukemia which
ultimately resulted in his pass-
ing. At different times through-

out her life, she had the privilege
to take care of  several individu-
als, allowing them to stay at home
until their passing including her
mother-in-law Annie; her aunt
Dorothy Miller; and her sister-in-
law Edna. 
There will be no services per

Mom’s request. 
The family asks those wishing

to pay their respects do so by vis-
iting an elderly neighbor, family
member, nursing home resident
or sending an unexpected card or
flowers in Mom’s memory.
Remember to always share a
smile.
Mom will be missed by all who

knew her. We will miss your beau-
tiful smile you will be forever
loved.
Wilson Shook Funeral Home,

Dunkirk Memorial Chapel, has

been entrusted with arrange-
ments.
Leave a condolence or special

memory at wilsonshookfh.com.

Esther McDaniel, Farmland, March
13, 1947-Dec. 12, 2024. Services
will be at 2 p.m. Friday at Williamson-
Spencer and Penrod Funeral Home,
208 N Commerce St., Portland.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary servic-
es.
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Obituaries

Freeman

Capsule Reports

Biden ...

Lotteries
Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 9-6-5
Daily Four: 0-7-0-2
Quick Draw: 8-11-14-

20-22-24-28-31-32-33-38-
39-41-46-60-62-64-69-73-
79

Ohio
Midday

Pick 3: 0-7-4
Pick 4: 5-6-0-4
Pick 5: 6-8-2-9-6

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $45

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$695 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.47
Jan. corn .................4.46
Feb. corn .................4.49

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.45
Jan. corn ..................4.49
Feb. corn ..................4.51

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.39
Jan. corn ..................4.39
Beans........................9.83

Jan. beans ................9.93
Wheat ......................5.02

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.36
Jan. corn ..................4.36
Beans........................9.80
Jan. beans ................9.80
Wheat .......................4.97

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.46
Jan. corn ..................4.46
Beans........................9.58
Jan. beans ................9.63
Wheat ......................4.92

In 557, Constantino-
ple withstands a 6.4 mag-
nitude earthquake. The
capital of  the Byzantine
Empire sustained major
damage from the event.
In 1287, more than

50,000 lives were lost
after the Zuiderzee sea-
wall collapsed during St.
Lucia’s Flood in the
northwest Netherlands.
It’s known as the fifth
largest recorded flood in
history.
In 1503, astrologer

and physician Michel de
Nostredame (also known
simply as Nostradamus)
was born in France. Nos-
tradamus is best known
for his collection of
poems, “Les Prophéties”,
that allegedly predicted
the future during the
Renaissance.
In 1542, Scottish

princess Mary Stuart
took over the throne
from her father, James V,
and became Queen Mary
I. Stuart was six days
old.
In 1799, George Wash-

ington died at his Mount
Vernon home in Vir-
ginia. After serving his
country for more than
five decades, including in
the American Revolu-
tionary War and as the
United States’ first presi-
dent for two terms, he
died at the age of  67.
In 1920, Jack

Dempsey knocked out
Bill Brennan in the
heavyweight boxing title
in New York City.
In 1939, The League

of  Nations expelled the
Soviet Union for its
demands of  Finland.

—The CR

CR almanac

50/43 57/35 43/32 40/25 33/25
Sunday

looks to be
rainy with a
50% chance of
showers and
up to 25 mph
winds.

Thurs-
day’s forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
with highs in
the mid 30s.

Mostly
cloudy skies
are expected
Wednesday,
when the low
may hit the
mid 20s.

Another
day of mostly
cloudy skies
Monday when
there’s a 90%
chance of rain.

Tuesday
looks to be
mostly cloudy
with lows in
the upper
20s at night.

Sunday
12/15

Monday
12/16

Tuesday
12/17

Wednesday
12/18

Thursday
12/19

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.
6:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-

ery Local Schools, com-
munity room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.
7:15 p.m. — Fort Recov-

ery Records Commis-
sion, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.
7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-

ery Village council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
6 p.m. — Dunkirk Park

Board, city building, 131
S. Main St.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Thursday
6 p.m. — Redkey Town

Council, park cabin, 50
Mooney St.

Today

Compton, Gail: 2 p.m., Port-

land Elk’s Lodge, 126 W. High St.,

Portland.

Sunday

Moser, Bill: 3 p.m., Downing

& Glancy Funeral Home, 100

Washington St., Geneva.

Friday

McDaniel, Esther: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod

Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-

merce St., Portland.

Moore, Jerry: 2 p.m., Sap-

phires Reception Center, 1100

Votaw St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
each Sunday at Fellowship
Baptist Church, 289 S. 200
West, Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will

meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
EUCHRE — Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an

appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.
BREAD OF LIFE COM-

MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome. 
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridian
St. in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance C,
510 W. Votaw St., Portland.
JAY COUNTY PASTORS

AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the third
Tuesday of  each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each

Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.
FRIENDS OF JAY

COUNTY LIBRARY — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the third
Tuesday of  each month at
the library.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.
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For Jay County Elementary Schools 

December 16-20
Monday: Main Entree:  Toasted cheese sandwich Alternate

Entrees: Popcorn chicken, mini whole grain
biscuit, cereal, goldfish & yogurt fun lunch Sides
for all meals: Tater tots

Tuesday: Main Entrees: Classic cheese pizza Alternate
Entrees: Popcorn chicken, mini whole grain
biscuit, cereal, goldfish & yogurt fun lunch Sides
for all meals: Seasoned corn

Wednesday: Main Entrees: Chicken nuggets, macaroni and
cheese Alternate Entrees: Popcorn chicken, mini
whole grain biscuit, cereal, goldfish & yogurt fun
lunch Sides for all meals: Seasoned peas

Thursday: Main Entrees: BBQ pulled pork sandwich
Alternate Entrees: Popcorn chicken, mini whole
grain biscuit, cereal, goldfish & yogurt fun lunch
Sides for all meals: French fries

Friday: Main Entrees: Doritos nacho cheese tortilla, seasoned
beef taco meat, shredded lettuce, shredded
cheddar cheese Alternate Entrees: Popcorn
chicken, mini whole grain biscuit, cereal, goldfish
& yogurt fun lunch Sides for all meals: Seasoned
refired beans

112 North Ship Street, Portland, IN 
(260) 726-4710

Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

DEAR ABBY: I recently ended
an 18-year marriage that should
have ended many years earlier.
While I was deciding to leave, I
met the most wonderful man,
“Winston.” He treats me like a
queen — the polar opposite of  my
former husband. 
My former home was sold dur-

ing divorce proceedings, and I
took Winston up on his offer to
move into an empty trailer on his
property. We get along so well,
and I’m sorry we didn’t meet
years ago and have a life together. 
Winston is my best friend. He

has been nothing but respectful
since our meeting a year ago. We
didn’t take our relationship to the
next level until my divorce was
final six weeks ago. I have been in
the trailer for three months now,
and I’m very happy. He lives next
door in a house with his sister.
Neither she nor he has ever mar-
ried. 
We have already talked about

marriage. He would like us to be
married in around six months. I
was thinking of  getting
ENGAGED in six months, simply
because I need time to breathe
and I’ve gone through a lot with
moving, changing my name,
changing my address, etc. This
has now caused a rift in our rela-
tionship. 
I told Winston I DO want to get

married, but I haven’t been
divorced even two months yet. I
need more time to adjust to such
a different, more normal, rela-
tionship. Previously, he told me
“no pressure,” and he knows I
need time, so I was kind of
floored when he expressed want-
ing to get MARRIED in six
months. 
I don’t think I’m being unrea-

sonable, do you? What should my
next step be? I do want a life with
him, but I’m just not ready so
soon. — PAUSING TO BREATHE
IN THE EAST
DEAR PAUSING: You are

fresh out of  an unhappy mar-
riage. You met Winston on the

rebound. You DO need time to
recover and establish who you
are before committing to
another marriage. You stated
that after you told Winston
you needed to take your time,
it created a “rift.” That is a big
red flag, and it does not bode
well for what a marriage with
him would be like. 
People are advised to make

no important decisions for one
YEAR after a traumatic event.
I concur. Get to know Winston
AND HIS SISTER a lot better
before walking to the altar.
I’m also advising you to find a
place other than his trailer to
live so you can learn to be
independent again. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I’m a lonely girl

without many friends. The
friends I do have I hold on to
tightly. One of  them is now mov-
ing to a different state. She said
we would stay in touch and I’d see
her once more before she leaves,
but she hasn’t been answering
my calls or texts. She hasn’t been
talking to another friend, either.
My mom says I should stop call-
ing her and she will answer when
she has a chance. What should I
do? — LONELY FRIEND IN VIR-
GINIA
DEAR FRIEND: Your moth-

er is a wise woman. There
could be more than one reason
why your friend hasn’t
responded to your efforts to
reach out. She could be busy.
She could be having separa-
tion anxiety, just as you are.
Or she could be feeling smoth-
ered and overwhelmed. Listen
to your mother and take a step
back. 

Recent divorcee asked
to consider marriage

Dear
Abby

Secret
Families

Secret Families
Christmas Charity of Jay
County had more than 200
volunteers, pictured at left
and above, shop, wrap and
deliver Christmas presents
Dec. 7 to 148 families
across Jay County. 

Photos provided

Community Calendar

Arts Place is hosting a few
free Christmas movie showings
in the next few weeks.
Movies are slated to begin in

Hall-Moser Theatre at Jay Coun-
ty Campus of  Arts Place at the

following days and times: 12:30
p.m. Monday, 11 a.m. Tuesday, 10
a.m. and 6 p.m. Thursday, 12:30
p.m. and 5:45 p.m. Dec. 23, 12:30
p.m. and 3:30 p.m. Jan. 2 and 10
a.m. and 1 p.m. Jan. 3.

The event is free and open to
the public. For more informa-
tion or questions on how to be
involved, contact Arts Place by
calling (260) 726-4809 or emailing
jcc@myartsplace.org.

Free showings coming up
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New York Daily News
Tribune News Service
Matt Gaetz resigned from

Congress last month after repre-
senting the Florida Panhandle
for eight years in order to fore-
stall the House Ethics Commit-
tee from publishing a likely
damning report about his
behavior involving a sexual
relationship with an underage
girl and for paying for sex. That
Donald Trump said he wanted
Gaetz to be the U.S. attorney
general (a truly horrible idea)
was just a convenient way for
Gaetz to stop the report.
The ethics panel report still

must be published and two
failed close votes on the House
floor Thursday evening only
means we still have to wait.

The explanation of  Gaetz’s
departure comes from former
House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy, who went on national
TV Wednesday. McCarthy, who
Gaetz toppled from power, has
no love for Gaetz, but says he’s
not alone, as “I don’t know who
really likes him.”
The ex-speaker said Gaetz

“wanted an excuse to resign” as
the bipartisan ethics panel was
due to release its findings on

Nov. 15, a Friday: “I blame Matt
for lying to the president
because Matt needed to get out
of  Congress before the ethics
report came out on Friday. I
don’t believe he told President
Trump that.”
Trump tapped Gaetz two days

before, on Wednesday, Nov. 13,
and Gaetz immediately submit-
ted a letter of  resignation. Nei-
ther his hasty exit from Con-
gress nor having his AG nomi-
nation explode should stop the
publication of  the report.
As McCarthy said, “If  he says

he hasn’t done this, why don’t
you clear his name? Put the
report out there,” adding “these
young women need justice.”
On Thursday afternoon the

ethics committee met for hours

but remained deadlocked on
releasing the report, only say-
ing: “The Committee is continu-
ing to discuss the matter.”
It then went to the

floor, where two motions to out
the report failed narrowly, with
only one Republican, Califor-
nia’s Tom McClintock, joining
the Democrats. But the slim
GOP control of  the House will
be even slimmer when the new
Congress is sworn in on Jan. 3,
making it more likely that
Gaetz will not escape public
scrutiny.
In the elections, Republicans

won 220 seats and Democrats
won 215, a closer margin than
exists now. However Gaetz has
turned his back on the people
who reelected him and won’t

take his seat, so on the first day
the spread will be 219-215. And
then on Jan. 20, with Rep. Elise
Stefanik leaving to be Trump’s
UN ambassador and Rep. Mike
Waltz becoming the new nation-
al security, the House will be
divided 217-215. And McClin-
tock will still be there.
That makes it 216 to 216 to

release the Gaetz report, taking
only a single Republican to side
for transparency. We think that
Kevin McCarthy will have more
friends among GOP conference
members than Matt Gaetz.
None of  Gaetz’s actions —

resigning his seat, abandoning
the new session or withdrawing
from consideration as AG — can
wipe away what is written in
the report, so publish it.

Ethics report should be released

By SARAH STULTZ
Albert Lea Tribune (Minnesota)
Tribune News Service
I was notified Monday

that my friend’s daughter
passed away the night
before.
I’ve known my friend

since I moved to Albert
Lea, and in the last year
or two, her daughter has
been sick with cancer. 
As the months went on,

she progressively got
worse until it became too
much for her body to han-
dle.
My friend’s children

have meant everything to
her. 
Though she and her

daughter did not live in
the same state, she
always spoke highly of
her and looked forward
to hearing updates about
her and her family.
Oh, how hard I knew

this would be.
I was reminded of  my

own pain from losing a
child. 
No matter the age of

the child — whether they
are an infant, a child or a
grown adult — the pain is
real.
Last week I met with a

small group of  other
moms who have also lost
children from our own
community. These
women are at various
stages of  their grief  and
come from different back-
grounds, but we have all
gone through a similar
experience.
The holidays can be a

difficult time for parents
who have lost children or
anyone who has lost a
loved one.
It can be difficult to

take part in Christmas
traditions that you used
to enjoy with your loved
one — just now without
them by your side.
It can be difficult to

hang their ornaments on
the tree or to hang their
stockings alongside the
rest of  the family’s — I
know it was for me the
first few years after my
daughter, Sophie, died.
The pain can be debili-

tating some days, and
some days you’re numb.
Other days, when things
seem to be going well,
you are struck with
something out of
nowhere that reminds
you of  your child and
then the tears flow.
And all of  that is OK.
To those who have

experienced a loss and
who are going through
your first Christmas sea-
son without your loved
one, please be patient
with yourself. As human
beings, we can be emo-
tional people.

Don’t be afraid to speak
about your loved ones
and your memories of
them over the years.
Think about the fun
things you did, the con-
versations you shared
and the laughs you had.
And to those who have

not experienced loss but
who have friends who
have — please don’t be
afraid to bring up your
friends’ loved ones. It
will mean so much to
hear their names and to
know they are not forgot-
ten.
Most importantly, don’t

forget to keep the faith
that you will see your
loved ones again.
“The only way to take

sorrow out of  death is to
take love out of  life.”
— Russell M. Nelson

••••••••••
Stultz is the managing

editor of  the Tribune.

Pain of loss during
the holidays is real

By JOHN KRULL
TheStatehouseFile.com
BOSTON, Massachusetts — After

John F. Kennedy died, my mother
pulled me in from playing and
made me watch the television cov-
erage of  his funeral proceedings.
She held me close as I gazed, not

comprehending, at the screen.
“He was a great man,” she said

between sobs. “You have to watch
this. You have to watch this.”
She said that over and over

again.
I was not yet school age.
I don’t recall much of  what was

on the TV that day.
I just remember my mother hold-

ing me as she cried, telling me that
I had to understand that something
horrible had happened.
For years afterward, even as I

was enthralled by the Kennedy
mythology, I never could under-
stand why JFK’s death affected my
mother so personally, so searingly.
I accepted, without fully grasp-

ing, why so many adults in those
dark days after Dallas walked
around stunned. Even my father,
who had voted for Richard Nixon in
1960, moved through that sad time
like a robot.
It wasn’t as if  Mom and Dad did-

n’t have problems of  their own.
We lived then in a shabby duplex

in a working-class neighborhood in
Cleveland, Ohio. My parents’ mar-
riage was a struggle that would
continue for another decade until
they finally, blessedly, split. They
struggled to pay bills and keep us
all fed.
Why, then, did the death of  a

famous man — a prince of  privi-
lege, no less — hit them with the
force of  a physical blow?
I walk now through the rooms of

the John F. Kennedy Museum and
Library, searching for an answer to
that question.

My daughter is with me. She was
born more than 35 years after JFK
died. For her, Jack Kennedy is noth-
ing but a figure from history, like
George Washington and Julius Cae-
sar.
We amble past the displays, stop-

ping to take in the familiar — for
me — account of  Kennedy’s coura-
geous battle to keep himself  and
the men under his leadership alive
after a Japanese destroyer sunk the
PT-109 he helmed. We slow-walk
through his years in the U.S. House
of  Representatives and the U.S.
Senate and ease our pace as we con-
template his campaign for the pres-
idency against Nixon.
I find the answer to my question

when we stop to watch his 14-
minute inaugural address.
I’ve read the speech, drafted by

JFK pen man and alter ego
Theodore Sorenson and revised by
Kennedy himself, many times.
But I’d never watched it in its

entirety, as people in 1961 would
have done.
Seeing it made all the difference.
What lingers in modern memory

are Kennedy’s references to Cold
War tensions, the “twilight strug-
gle” imagery.
But watching it afresh I’m struck

by something else.
In the quarter-hour he took to

deliver it, JFK called for Ameri-
cans to come together to meet
shared challenges, to work in tan-
dem to help make life better for
everyone. He set the tone at the out-
set by saying his inauguration was

“not a victory of  party but a cele-
bration of  freedom.”
His theme was one of  making sac-

rifices for the greater good. His
delivery was impassioned but disci-
plined, his hands shuffling through
the pages of  his text as he marched
to his climax — the famous “ask not
what your country can do for you
— ask what you can do for your
country” crescendo.
After the video ends, my daughter

says, “Wow. You wouldn’t hear any-
thing like that now.”
No, we wouldn’t.
In another few weeks, another son

of  privilege will take the presiden-
tial oath of  office. The bet here is
that Donald Trump’s inaugural
address won’t implore us to “ask
not” but instead demand “what’s in
it for me?”
John Kennedy was a flawed man.

A womanizer and, at times, a politi-
cal trimmer, he often failed to live up
to his highest ideals.
As we all do.
But he called for us to be the best

versions of  ourselves, not the worst.
The tour of  the museum ends in a

high, glass-encased room with a
stunning view of  Massachusetts
Bay.
Darkness has fallen.
I stare at the water that stretches

without end into the night. I think
of  my daughter and the future
before her. I think of  my departed
mother and father, their hopes, their
sorrows.
And I think of  JFK and this

beloved country — of  how far we
Americans have come since he lived.
How far we have fallen.

••••••••••
Krull is director of  Franklin Col-

lege’s Pulliam School of  Journalism
and publisher of  TheStatehouse-
File.com, a news website powered by
Franklin College journalism stu-
dents.

Darkness has fallen on frontier
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The holidays
can be a

difficult time
for parents

who have lost
children or
anyone who
has lost a
loved one.
It can be
difficult to
take part in
Christmas

traditions that
you used
to enjoy
with your

loved one —
just now

without them
by your side.
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Winter weather

1) Where is the coldest place on Earth’s surface?

2) What are the first and last days of winter in

the Northern Hemisphere? 

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Antarctica
2) Dec. 21 through March 20
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00 CLASSIFIEDS 90 SALE CALENDAR

STATEDE  

110 HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display

$6.95/ per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is

12:00 p.m. the day
prior to publication. 

Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,

business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,

wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real
estate and mobile

homes. 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be
sure to check your ad
the first day it appears.
We cannot be responsi-
ble for more than one
days incorrect copy.
We try hard not to make
mistakes, but they do
happen, and we may
not know unless you
call to tell us. Call
before 12:00 pm for
corrections. The Com-
mercial Review, 309 W
Main, Portland, Indiana
260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC.
Amish crew. Custom
built homes, new
garages, pole barns,
interior/ exterior remod-
eling, drywall, windows,
doors, siding, roofing,
foundations. 260-726-
5062, leave message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets,
Appliqué, Zippers,
Hemming, Memory T-
Shirt, Special Orders,
Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
GOODHEW’S ALL
SEASON Construction-
Specializing in standing
seam metal roofs.
When Quality Counts,
Count On US. A compa-
ny you can trust. Mem-
ber of the BBB. New
Installation and repairs.
Call Rodney Thornbury,
owner 765-509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

BID ONLINE NOW!
Real Estate & Personal 
Auction  Ends  Dec.

19th 
2 Beds / 2.5 Ba. on

0.37 acres 
1394 sq. ft., 1 Car

Garage 
OPEN HOUSE 

Sun. Dec. 15 @ 1-2pm 
For Details go to 

www. NessBros.com 
Anna 260.264.1319 
Auction Manager 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bearcreek Farms,
8341 N 400 E, Bryant, IN

January 9th, 2025
6:00 P.M.

75 Acres-Bearcreek Town-
ship

Jay County, IN
Parcel 1-55 acres with 53
acres of tillable ground.
Soil types include Blount-

Glywood, Pewamo and Gly-
wood clay.

Parcel 2-20 acres of
woods.

Parcel 3-Combination of 
Parcels 1 and 2.

Acreages are subject to
pending survey.  Farm has
access off Highway 27.

For more information con-
tact Gary Loy, Auctioneer
(260) 726-5160 or Kim Loy,
Real Estate Broker at (260)

726-2700
LANA NINDE, JULIE HUM-
MEL, CORBY BUBP AND
CHRISTOPHER BUBP

Loy Auction
AC31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112

Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday December 19th,

2024
TIME 5:00 P.M. 

LOCATED: 1854 W SR 28
Ridgeville, IN.

OPEN HOUSE  Sunday
Dec. 8th & Sunday Dec.
15th 1-3p.m. or for private
showing phone auction-

eers.
REAL ESTATE

37 Acres in Section 7, Ward
Twp., Randolph County, IN.

Offered in 1 parcel.
Improvements to include 2
Bedroom brick ranch home
with 1124 sq. ft. finished liv-
ing area.  Central air, and
12’x12’ all seasons room.
45’ x 30’ and 50’ x 16’ and
40’ x 36’ and 22’ x 12’ pole
buildings complete with
cement floors.  Stocked

pond, some fencing.  18.5
acres tillable, 12.4 acres
wood and pond, balance

buildings and road frontage.
OWNER: Winningham

Family
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTIONEER-
ING AND REAL ESTATE

AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOKING
FOR any work. No job is too
big or small. Pole barns,
roofing, remodeling. 260-
849-2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED CITY OF
PORTLAND is seeking a
motivated individual for a
part-time Code Enforcement
Officer position. Responsi-
bilities include inspecting
properties for compliance
with city codes, investigating
complaints, issuing notices
or citations, and woriking
with property owners to
resolve violations. Strong
communication and organi-
zational skills are essential.
Pay: $16.00/hour; Hours:
Up to 30 hours per week.
Applications are available at
Portland City Hall, 321
North Meridian Street, Port-
land IN 47371, 8:00am to
4:30pm Thru Monday,
December 30, 2024. Appli-
cation deadline is December
30,2024 at 4:00pm. No
application will be excepted
after this time. Applications
may also be picked up at the
Police Department or down-

load the application at:
https://thecityofportland.net/
police-department. For
more information, contact
the Portland Police Depart-
ment 260-726-7161. The
City of Portland is an Equal
Opportunity Employer. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS FOR
SALE Various sizes and
prices. Call The Commercial
Review at 260-726-8141 for
more information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick. Clean
and shiny on one side..35
cents each or four for

$1.40, plus tax. The Com-
mercial Review, 309 W
Main, Portland 260-726-

8141. 

190 FARMERS COLUMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical. New
Holland 228 skid loaders
w/full cab, heat/ac. Fort
Recovery 419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE available,
Coldwater, OH. Manufactur-
ing, warehousing, assembly,
distribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage. Easy
access to major highways
and railroad access with
loading docks and overhead
cranes available. Contact
Sycamore Group, 419-678-
5318, www.sycamore-
space.com 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642 or
1-765-857-1071. Slocum’s
Salvage 

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777
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 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE

COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW

up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

ACA Marketplace
health insurance

OPEN
ENROLLEMENT
November 1, 2024

to
January 15, 2025

A
D
V
E
R
T
I
S
E
in 

The
Commercial

Review

C
L
A
S
S
I
F
I
E
D

  A
D
S

726-8141

GET IT 
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in

The Commercial Review Classifieds.
From a new car to a new home, to a

new job,
the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com or call  

260-726-8141

BANNERS
40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350

Birthdays,
Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just
Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
TUESDAY - FRIDAY

Custom sizes available.

PLACE YOUR

CLASSIFIED

AD

In The 

Commercial

Review

CALL

726-8141

 The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery

Comments or Problems?
Call our Circulation Hotline

260-251-9588
After 5:00 p.m.Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday: 6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St., Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Circulation Department Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

PIEDMONT 
APARTMENTS

778 W 7th Street, Portland, Indiana, accepting ap-
plications for 1, 2, 3 bedroom apartments, no appli-
cation fee. Rent based on 30% of your gross income.
Call 260-726-2920, TDD 800-743-3333. This is an
Equal Opportunity Housing Complex. 

This institution is an Equal Opportunity 
Provider and Employer.   

  

250 PUBLIC AUCTION

PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED: 1854 W SR 28. Ridgeville, Indiana 

THURSDAY 
DECEMBER 19TH, 2024

5:00 P.M.  
Open House: Sunday December 8th 1-3pm, Sunday
December 15th 1-3pm, or for private showing phone
auctioneers.

REAL ESTATE
37 Acres in Section 7, Ward Twp, Randolph County,
Indiana. Offered in 1 parcel. Improvements to
include 2 Bedroom brick ranch home with 1124 sq
ft finished living area. Central air, and 12’ x 12’ all
seasons room. 45’ x 30’ and 50’ x 16’ and 40’ x 36’
and 22’ x 12’ pole buildings complete with cement
floors. Stocked pond, some fencing. 18.5 Acres
tillable, 12.4 acres woods and pond, balance
buildings and road frontage. 
Great opportunity to purchase a very well
maintained move-in condition property with
frontage on Highway 28. Great for a family,
farming, and hunting with access to the
Mississinewa river on the North end of the property.

OWNER: Winningham Family
TERMS ON REAL ESTATE: Cash with 10% non-
refundable day of the Auction, balance at closing.
Closing to be 30-45 days. Sale not subject to buyer

obtaining financing. 
NOTE: Check Auctionsoft and AuctionZip for

more photos.
STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD
SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING 

AND REAL ESTATE 
AC31800004

Pete D. Shawver    Zane Shawver
Lic# AU19700040       Lic# AU10500168

260-726-5587      260-729-2229
More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com 

CR 11-30,12-14 NS/NT 12-4,11
NG/RB 12-3,10-2024

   

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice
Alcohol & Tobacco 

Commission
LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

The Alcohol Beverage Board
of Jay County, Indiana will
hold a public hearing at 11:00
am on December 23, 2024 at
the Court House, Auditorium,
in the city of Portland in said
county,  to investigate the pro-
priety of holding an alcoholic
beverage permit by the appli-
cants listed herein to wit:

DL3833922 Beer & Wine

Dealer Grocery Store
TRANSFER
QUICKWAY PORTLAND
INC.  729 SOUTH MERID-
IAN  Portland IN
D/B/A QUICKWAY PORT-
LAND

CR 12-14-2024-HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE



By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
The girls have had more

first-place finishes than
the boys through the first
two dual meets this sea-
son.
Maddy Snow got the

girls started with a victory
in the 1-meter diving.
The boys quickly

answered back by claim-
ing the 200-meter medley
relay. Two top finishes
from Cooper Glentzer and
the 400 freestyle relay
would give the boys all
they would need to beat
out the girls, but neither
Patriot team could over-
come the Knights.
The Jay County High

School boys and girls swim
teams fell to the Norwell
Knights on Thursday, with
the boys falling 169-109 and
the girls coming up short
183-112.
“I think the boys

stepped up a lot against a
strong Norwell team,” said
JCHS coach Matt Slavik.
“They’re showing their
effort’s playing off. Every
single boy dropped time in
their events they swam
tonight. The relays looked
stronger.
“I’m super stoked with

where they’re at right now
and where their potential
is going to take them. As
we get further into the sea-
son, they’re training hard-
er and they’re doing a
great job.”
The Patriot boys (0-3)

started on a good note with
the 200 medley relay.
Matthew Fisher led off

with the backstroke, while
freshmen Carson West-
gerdes and Glentzer
gained an advantage
swimming the breast-
stroke and butterfly.
By the time it got to Pey-

ton Yowell in the freestyle,
he just needed to hold a
sizable lead. The senior
flew to the best time split
of  the freestylers, earning
the Patriots a time of  1
minute, 52.08 seconds, to
beat the Knights’ top team
by 3.1 seconds.
“I knew my teammates

could get me in a good

position where I can go
and finish the relay for my
team,” Yowell said. “We’ve
been getting a lot better at
practice and all of  our
team has been getting a lot
faster, so really good for
our team.”
The boys also found suc-

cess in the 400 freestyle
relay. Glentzer led off  and
got Jay County an early
lead. Lincoln Clamme,
who replaced Fisher in the
relay, held the advantage
before Westgerdes built it
up even more as the third
leg. Again, Yowell just had

to finish it off  to earn the
first-place finish with a
time of  3:49.63. The closest
relay team from Norwell
trailed by 6.1 seconds.
Along with his key roles

in the relay, Glentzer picked
up a pair of  individual vic-
tories. His first win came in
the 50 freestyle, where he
sprinted out to a 1.26 victo-
ry with a time of  24.21 sec-
onds.
The JCHS freshman also

competed in the 500
freestyle, with the goal of
staying under 15:16.00 time
to qualify for midstates.

(The midstates meet is sig-
nificant for his club team,
Jay County Winter Swim,
but not to the varsity or
IHSAA.)
He achieved his goal,

hitting the wall in 5:15.48
to dominate the field —
Norwell’s Ethan
Williamson finished as the
runner up with a 5:48.82 —
leading to his teammates
running over to the edge
of  the pool to congratulate
him.
“My goal was to get a

5:16 (in the 500 freestyle)
and it was my last chance
to get a cut for a meet
called midstates,”
Glentzer said. “I just kept
my head down, focusing
on the little things and
kept plowing through the
water.”
Along with the top fin-

ishes, the Patriots earned
the runner-up spot in
three events. The first
came from Yowell in the
100 butterfly (1:03.47), fol-
lowed by Westgerdes in the
100 freestyle (55.88). The
final second-place finish
came in the 200 freestyle
relay (1:51.56).
The sole victory for the

girls team (2-1) came from
Snow in the diving. Her
score of  173.8 beat out Nor-
well’s Emerson Meredith
(164.8) by just shy of  10
points.
Outside of  Snow, Brook-

lyn Byrum had the best
day for the girls with a pair
of  second-place finishes.
Her time of  1:08.57 came
up 1.26 seconds short of
Annalise Cornett of  the

top spot in the 100 butter-
fly. While she wasn’t in
contention to win the 100
breaststroke, a 1:21.55
earned the spot as the  run-
ner-up.
“Brooklynn is coming in

as a freshman and able to
compete across different
events,” Slavik said, “Kait-
lyn Fisher is the same way
and some of  our older girls
swam faster than they
were swimming at this
point last year. Just at a
quick glance, we were 90%
over where we were at this
time last year.”
The only other second-

place finish for the Patri-
ots came from Lauren
Fisher in the 100 freestyle
(1:04.95).
Slavik said he’s been

impressed with the way
his team is gelling and the
attitudes they’ve brought
to meets and practices this
year. Jay County will have
three more meets — at
South Adams on Monday,
against Delta on Tuesday
and against Adams Cen-
tral on Dec. 23 — to make
any tweaks before their 15-
day midseason break.
“The hardest two weeks

and the best two weeks to
shape your season comes
over Christmas break,
when you’re able to come
in and refine what you’ve
seen over the first half  of
the season,” Slavik said.
“There are a number of
things we’ve got to
address, but again, we are
ahead of  where we were
last year at this time with
the core group of  kids.”
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Mallory Winner isn’t unfamil-
iar with high-level competition,
being a three-time state champi-
on.
When wrestling the second-

ranked wrestler in the state,
Winner proved why she is
ranked No. 1.
Top-ranked Winner helped

the No. 3 Jay County High
School girls wrestling team take
down the No. 5 New Haven Bull-
dogs 51-24 on Thursday.
Winner faced off  with No. 2

Heaven Gardner in the 170-
pound weight class, handing the
Bulldog her second loss of  the
season in a 1-0 decision.
JCHS and New Haven split

another pair of  ranked matches.
In the 140 contest, No. 9 Emily
Manor secured the pin on No. 13
April Laggner in 2 minutes, 18
seconds. On the other side, No. 5
Lina Lingo got upset by 11th-
ranked Lanessa Ocampo, get-
ting pinned after 4:33.
Other victories for the Patri-

ots (7-0) came from No. 4 Katie
Rowles (100 match), Brenna
Ruble (125), Maleah Parsons
(145) and No. 5 Amara Crawford
(235), who is ranked in the 190
weight class.

Tankers finish eighth
HUBER HEIGHTS, Ohio —

Five top-10 finishes for the Fort
Recovery girls swim team net-
ted it eight place at the Wayne
Invitational on Thursday, while
the boys finished in 14th.
The girls earned 107.5 points

in total to top 13 teams, while
Butler’s 501 points put it atop
the field.
With just two boys, the Indi-

ans secured 42 points to beat out
three schools. Bellbrook won
the invitational on the boys side
with 407 points.
The Indians’ top finish came

from Joelle Kaup in the 100-yard
butterfly. A time of  1 minute,
7.04 seconds, won her the event.
Kaup also added a fourth-place
finish in the 200 freestyle.
Livy Timmerman added a

pair of  top-10 finishes for the
girls, placing seventh in the 50

freestyle and eighth in the 100
freestyle. The final top-10 finish
for the girls came from the 400
freestyle relay (fifth) and 200
medley relay (10th) team of
Timmerman, Liza Knapke,
Aubrey Shuttleworth and Kaup.
Carson Fullenkamp’s 2:13.65

time in the 200 freestyle gave
the boys their highest finish at
sixth.
Caleb Smith placed seventh

in the 100 freestyle and 100
backstroke.

Tribe falls
FORT RECOVERY — The

Fort Recovery girls basketball
team dropped its Midwest Ath-
letic Conference opener to the
Marion Local Flyers 41-26 on
Thursday.
The Indians (2-5, 0-1 MAC)

struggled in the second and
third quarters, only managing
to score four points in each.
Amidst those struggles, the Fly-
ers (4-0, 2-0 MAC) found some
offensive rhythm to score 12 and
13 points, respectively.
Bridget Homan finished as

the Indians’ leader with 10
points, with a bucket in each
period and a pair of  fourth-

quarter free throws. Karlie
Niekamp followed with nine
points. Rounding out the score
was Kennedy Muhlenkamp
(four), Cameron Muhlenkamp
(two) and Makenna Huelskamp
(one).
MLHS had six players score

in the game, including a pair in
double figures. Mya Eckstein
led the way with a game-high 13
points, while Chloe Ronnebaum
added 10.

JV falls
The Jay County junior varsi-

ty boys wrestling team fell to
New Haven 48-42 on Thursday.
Both teams won eight match-

es, but all of  the Bulldogs’ victo-
ries came via fall, while the
Patriots only pinned five oppo-
nents. The other points came
from a decision, major decision
and technical fall.
Jay County wrestlers to win

by fall were Alex Rivers (126-
pound weight class, 4 minutes
56 seconds), Dylan Bolt (138,
5:48), Gabe Ardizzone (150,
5:47), Chandler Murphy (150,
3:24) and Lucas Raines (175,
0:38).
Hayden Ison secured a 30-14

technical fall at the 5:32 mark of
the 157 contest. Hayden Rich-
man earned a 13-9 major deci-
sion in the 113 weight class and
Anthony Campofiore won the
106 match 15-6.

Junior high sweeps
BLUFFTON — The Jay Coun-

ty Junior High School girls bas-
ketball teams pulled out victo-
ries against Bluffton on Thurs-
day.
The seventh grade team eked

out a 23-22 victory in double
overtime. Boo Towell led the
way with 12 points for the Patri-
ots (7-2), while Brenna Weitzel
added four. Emmi Clark had
three points, as Bristol Kahlig
and Ali Luna had a bucket
each.
A 20-point performance by

Karsyn Schwieterman fueled a
47-23 win for the eighth grade
team (8-1). Charlee Peters also
reached double figures, scoring
11 points. A trio of  players,
Alivya Schweiterman, Kendall
Schemenaur and Claudia Dirk-
sen, all added four points. Avery
Snow and Weitzel rounded out
the score with two points
apiece.

Relays rally Patriots

Jay boys win a pair of relays but Norwell takes home victories

Local
roundup

Patriots beat fifth-ranked New Haven

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County High School freshman Cooper Glentzer swims the butterfly leg of the 200-yard medley relay that the Patriots won as part of Thursday’s
meet against Norwell. While the Patriots fell 169-109, Glentzer was a part of all four of the boys’ victories in the meet.

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Avery Wentz of the Jay County girls swim team swims the 100-yard
freestyle in the meet against Norwell that it lost 183-112 on Thursday. Wentz
finished fourth in the event in 1 minute, 10.39 seconds.
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today
Jay County — Boys wrestling ACAC Duals at

Adams Central – 9 a.m.; Boys basketball vs. New
Castle – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys bowling vs. Marion
Local  – 9:15 a.m.; Girls bowling vs. Marion Local
– 1:15 p.m.; Boys basketball at Bradford – 6

p.m.

Monday
Jay County — Swim at South Adams – 5:30

p.m.; Junior high boys basketball at Blackford –
5:30 p.m.; Junior high girls basketball vs. North-
side – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Middle school boys basket-
ball at Parkway – 5 p.m.; Middle school girls bas-
ketball vs. Memorial – 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Swim vs. Delta – 6 p.m.; Boys

wrestling vs. Norwell – 6 p.m.; Girls wrestling vs.
Norwell – 6 p.m.; Girls basketball (varsity only) at
Blackford – 6:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball at Memori-
al – 6 p.m.; Middle school boys basketball at
Memorial – 5 p.m.; Middle school girls basketball
vs. Parkway – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

10 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Leicester
City at Newcastle United (USA)

11 a.m. — College basketball: Memphis at
Clemson (ESPN2)

12 p.m. — College football: Jackson State at
South Carolina State (ABC); Incarnate World at
South Dakota State (ESPN)

12 p.m. — College basketball: Texas A&M at
Purdue (CBS)

12:30 p.m. — College basketball: Coppin
State at Penn State (BTN)

12:30 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Aston
Villa at Nottingham Forest (NBC)

1 p.m. — College basketball: Ohio State at
Auburn (ESPN2); Wichita State at DePaul (FS1)

1 p.m. — PGA Tour: Grant Thornton Invitation-
al (NBC)

2:30 p.m. — College basketball: Wisconsin at
Butler (BTN)

3 p.m. — College football: Navy at Army (CBS)
3 p.m. — College basketball: UCLA at Arizona

(ESPN2); Seton Hall at Rutgers (FOX)
3:15 p.m. — College basketball: N.C. State at

Kansas (ESPN)
3:30 p.m. — College football: Mercer at North

Dakota State (ABC)
4:30 p.m. — NBA: Atlanta Hawks at Milwau-

kee Bucks (TNT)
5 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: Ken-

tucky at Purdue (BTN)
5:15 p.m. — College basketball: Louisville at

Kentucky (ESPN)
5:30 p.m. — College basketball: Tennessee at

Illinois (FOX)
7 p.m. — UFC fighting (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — College hockey: Notre Dame at Ohio

State (BTN)
8 p.m. — Wrestling: Cdy Rhodes vs. Kevin

Owens (NBC)
8 p.m. — NHL: St. Louis Blues at Dallas Stars

(FDSN Indiana)
8:30 p.m. — NBA: Houston Rockets at Okla-

homa City Thunder (ABC)
9 p.m. — College football: South Alabama at

Western Michigan (ESPN)
9 p.m. — NHL: Nashville Predators at Col-

orado Avalanche (CBS)
9:30 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:

Utah at Washington (BTN)

Sunday
12 a.m. — UFC fighting (ESPN2)
9 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Crystal

Palace at Brighton & Hove Albion (USA)
11:30 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Man-

chester United at Manchester City (USA)
12 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: Iowa

at Michigan State (BTN)
1 p.m. — NFL: Kansas City Chiefs at Cleve-

land Browns (CBS); Dallas Cowboys at Carolina
Panthers (FOX)

1 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: N.C.
State at Louisville (ABC)

2 p.m. — College basketball: New Orleans at
Iowa (BTN)

2 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: West
Virginia at Temple (ESPN2)

2 p.m. — PGA Tour: Grant Thornton Invitation-
al (NBC)

2 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Brentford at
Chelsea (USA)

4 p.m. — College basketball: Georgia Tech at
Northwestern (BTN)

4:25 p.m. — NFL: Indianapolis Colts at Denver
Broncos (CBS); Pittsburgh Steelers at Philadel-
phia Eagles (FOX)

5 p.m. — NBA: New Orleans Pelicans at Indi-
ana Pacers (FDSN Indiana)

6 p.m. — College basketball: Stephen F.
Austin at Oregon (BTN)

8 p.m. — College basketball: Montana State
at USC (BTN)

8:20 p.m. — NFL: Green Bay Packers at Seat-
tle Seahawks (NBC)

Monday
3 p.m. — Premier League soccer: West Ham

United at AFC Bournemouth (USA)
8 p.m. — NFL: Chicago Bears at Minnesota

Vikings (ABC)
8:30 p.m. — NFL: Atlanta Falcons at Las

Vegas Raiders (ESPN)

Tuesday
6 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: Seton

Hall at LSU (FS1)
7 p.m. — College basketball: North Carolina

at Florida (ESPN); Michigan State at Oakland
(ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — College basketball: St. Francis at
Maryland (BTN)

8 p.m. — NHL: Jew Jersey Devils at St. Louis
Blues (FDSN Indiana)

8:30 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
Iowa State at UConn (FS1)

9 p.m. — College football: Memphis at West
Virginia (ESPN)

9:30 p.m. — College basketball: Prairie View
A&M at UCLA (BTN)

8:30 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
Oklahoma at Michigan (ESPN2)

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.
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Brunswick played a key

role in the extra period.
The freshman had scored
14 points through regula-
tion and never slowed
down.
Adams Central got on

the board first in overtime,
as Kate Fisher crashed the
glass and picked up a foul
on Schwieterman that
allowed her to knock down
a pair of  foul shots.
The Patriots came up

empty on the next posses-
sion, but followed by forc-
ing a turnover. On the
ensuing runout, Schwi-
eterman — who had a dou-
ble double with a game-
high 11 assists — found
Brunswick wide open
under the basket to tie the
game at 48 with 2:34
remaining.
Only 20 seconds later,

JCHS made another stop
and Schwieterman raced
down the floor before find-
ing Brunswick just above
the right block for a short
jumpshot for the lead.
Another defensive stand
resulted in the Jets fouling
Brunswick, who split the
foul shots to go up three
points.
Finally, Adams Central

applied pressure on Schwi-
eterman at the top of  the
key, forcing her to drive to
the hole, where she found a
wide open Brunswick for a
final layup.
“I mean really, you just

have to have the heart for
it,” Brunswick said. “You
have to go for it. You have
four minutes left in the
game. It could be the last
game you’re playing so you
just have to try your hard-
est and push for what you
want.”
The freshman finished

the game with 21 points on
10-of-16 shooting (62.5%),
while ripping down seven
rebounds.
Jay County trailed the

Jets 35-31 heading into the
final period after giving up
a 12-2 run through the back
half  of  the third quarter
that sucked the energy out
of  the team. Determined to
flip the momentum back,
Schwieterman got to the
foul line early in the sec-
ond half  and Brunswick
scored in the post assisted

by Newton to get within a
point.
Stafford pushed the lead

back to three points after
scoring on a line drive to
the rim.
Jay County started to

find some life again after
Newton found Gabi Petro
for a triple at the top of  the
key that tied the game at 37
following a scramble. Ties
truly started to run two
and a half  minutes later
when Newton knocked
down her own 3-pointer to
take  a 42-40 lead.
“I just felt good after I hit

the shot and everyone went
crazy for getting the lead,”
Newton said. “I was just
pushing through it and
doing it for my team.”
Up three points with 20.9

seconds left, Petro left two
points at the line that could
have put the game out of
reach for Adams Central.
Jets coach Rob Earl called
timeout with 14.5 seconds
left to draw up a play.
Schwieterman took away

Fisher, who had hit six
threes to that point en route
to a team-high 22, forcing
the ball back toward the top
of  the key. With time tick-
ing down, Stafford just got a
step-back three off  over the

outstretched arm of
Amelia Heath, the Patriots’
6 foot, 1 inch center. The
ball found the bottom of  the
net with two seconds left,
forcing overtime.
The first two quarters

were played evenly, with
both teams scoring nine
points in the first quarter
and 14 in the second. Fish-
er had 12 points as ACHS
hit five triples in the first
half, while the Patriots
dominated the paint with
nine buckets coming at the
rim.
This was the first victo-

ry of  the season with a
margin less than 12 points.
The only other game the
Patriots played within 10
points was a 5-point loss to
Muncie Central on Tues-
day.
“It’s not just huge to

come out and win a game
again, but to win a tight
game,” McIntire said.
“They kept their compo-
sure and their mental
focus. A lot of  those girls
had been playing a lot of
minutes. They came back
and I told them, ‘It’s not
about being tired right
now. You’ve got to dig in
and play with heart,’ and I
felt like they did.”

OT ...
Jay County Patriots vs.
Adams Central Jets

Girls varsity summary

Adams Central (1-9, 0-3 ACAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Hendricks 2-4 0-0 5
Fisher 7-16 2-2 22
Ringger 0-7 2-3 2
Isch 0-1 0-2 0
Stafford 5-20 2-5 15
Ellenberger 0-2 2-2 2
Ogg 1-7 2-3 4
Totals 15-56 10-17 50

.267 .588
Def. rebound percentage: .500

Jay County (4-5, 1-1 ACAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Sibray 1-9 0-0 2
Newton 1-2 2-2 5
Schwtrmn 4-13 3-6 11
Petro 4-9 0-2 9
Skirvin 0-0 0-0 0
Brunswick 10-16 1-5 21
May 0-1 1-2 1
Heath 2-7 0-0 4
Totals 22-57 7-15 53

.386 .467
Def. rebound percentage: .844

Score by quarters:
ACHS    9 14 12 11 4 —50
JCHS     9  14 8  15 7  —53

3-point shooting: Adams Central
10-35 (Fisher 6-15, Stafford 3-11,
Hendricks 1-3, Ringger 0-3, Ogg 0-
3). Jay County 2-15 (Newton 1-2,
Petro 1-2, Brunswick 0-1, Schwi-
eterman 0-2, Sibray 0-6).

Rebounds: Adams Central 25
(Fisher 7, Hendricks 6, Stafford 5,
Ogg 3, Ringger 2, Isch, Team). Jay
County 54 (Heath 14, Schweiter-
man 9, Brunswick 7, Petro 6, Team
6, Newton 5, May 5, Sibray 2).

Assists: Adams Central 8 (Hen-
dricks 4, Stafford 3, Isch). Jay
County 13 (Schwieterman 11, New-
ton 2).

Blocks: Adams Central 2 (Hen-
dricks, Fisher). Jay County 3
(Sibray, Newton, Heath).

Personal fouls: Adams Central
16 (Ellenberger 5, Hendricks 3,
Stafford 3, Ogg 2, Ringger, Isch,
Bench). Jay County 8 (Petro 3,
Sibray, Newton, Schwieterman,
Brunswick, May).

Turnovers: Adams Central 13. Jay
County 24.

Box score

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Hallie Schwieterman puts up a bunny during the Patriots’ 53-50
overtime win against Adams Central on Thursday. Schwieterman finished with
a double double, scoring 11 points and dishing out 11 assists.
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Sports
Saturday, December 14, 2024

JCHS boys basketball hosts
New Castle Trojans today,
see Sports on tap

Jay swim fell to 
Norwell on Thursday,

see story page 8

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
The Patriots fell flat midway

through the second half. A spark
from Raylah Newton off  the
bench pulled them out of  the mud
to tie and eventually regain the
lead.
Up three points with 14.5 sec-

onds left, all they needed was a
defensive stop to end the game.
Hallie Schwieterman hounded
the Jets’ top 3-point threat, but
the ball found its way to Ava
Stafford, who sent the game into
overtime.
The extra period belonged to

Elizabeth Brunswick, as the
freshman took over to lead the
Patriots to victory.
Brunswick scored all seven

overtime points for the Jay Coun-
ty High School girls basketball
team on Friday as it snapped a
four game losing streak with a 53-
50 victory over the Adams Cen-
tral Jets.
Before beating the Jets (1-9, 0-3

Allen County Athletic Confer-
ence), Jay County (4-5, 1-1 ACAC)
lost the previous four games.  Its
last win came against Winchester
on Nov. 23.
“I just felt like it showed our

mental toughness,” said JCHS
coach Sherri McIntire. “For
(Adams Central) to hit that three
and have the momentum swing,
with a young team like this, they
could have folded easily and we
didn't. We bounced back and got
some defensive stops when we
needed them to finish the game.
“I’m just so proud of  them

because I wasn’t sure how we
would handle that. We haven’t
been in that situation this year. …
The look in their eyes when they
came off  the floor thinking ‘Oh,
we’re going to overtime. Can we
do this?’ But boy, they did. They
continued to battle and keep it
together mentally.”

See OT page 9

EB controls OT
Brunswick scores seven of her 21 points in overtime to beat the Jets

Elizabeth
Brunswick of the Jay County
High School girls basketball
team powers up through
Adams Central’s Izzy Isch (12)
and Tenley Hendricks (1) for a
layup during Friday’s 53-50
overtime victory. Brunswick
scored all seven of Jay
County’s points in overtime
points en route to a career-
high 21.

By MEGHAN MONTEMURRO
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service
CHICAGO — The Chicago Cubs have

landed the superstar hitter their lineup
has needed.
The Cubs have acquired outfielder

Kyle Tucker from the Houston Astros for
third baseman Isaac Paredes, right-han-
der Hayden Wesneski and their 2024
first-round pick, third baseman Cam
Smith, sources confirmed to the Chicago
Tribune.
Tucker, 27, is coming off  his third con-

secutive All-Star appearance after hit-
ting .289 with a .409 on-base percentage,
.585 slugging percentage and 181 OPS+ in
78 games.
The left-handed slugging right fielder

gives the Cubs a proven, consistent mid-
dle of  the order hitter they’ve been lack-
ing. Tucker’s addition sets up the Cubs to
move Cody Bellinger, with the New York
Yankees involved in discussions for the
outfielder, sources told the Tribune.
The Cubs paid a hefty price for Tucker,

who will be a free agent after the season.

But it’s a trade they needed to make, even
if  Tucker decides to test free agency and
not sign a contract extension with the
Cubs.
Paredes’ time with the organization

proved to be shorter than the Cubs envi-
sioned when they acquired him for
Christopher Morel and reliever Hunter
Bigge ahead of  the July trade deadline.
Wesneski was a valuable swing pitcher
on the staff  this past season, but the
Cubs possess the starting pitching depth
to handle dealing the Houston native.
Smith, 21, climbed three levels in his
first taste of  pro ball after the Cubs took
him at No. 14 overall. He possesses tanta-
lizing power, slugging seven homers in 32
games.
No big league team could exceed the

Cubs’ combination of  prospects, includ-
ing eight in the top 100, and big league
talent in a trade for Tucker. The Astros
and Cubs were ultimately able to match
up to swing the biggest acquisition of
president of  baseball operations Jed
Hoyer’s tenure.

Cubs trade for Astros’
outfielder Kyle Tucker

By KEITH POMPEY
The Philadelphia Inquirer
Tribune News Service
PHILADELPHIA — Joel

Embiid left Friday night’s
game against the Indiana
Pacers after being struck
in the face underneath the
Pacers’ basket.
The 76ers’ center was

hit in the face while trying
to make a defensive play 12
seconds before the half-
time intermission. Embiid
fell to court and remained
there until the Sixers
called a timeout with 6.1
seconds remaining. The
Sixers diagnosed Embiid’s
injury as an impact to
right side of  his face, and
announced that he will not
return to the game.
This was Embiid’s sec-

ond game back after miss-
ing seven games with left
knee swelling and person-
al reasons. The 2023 NBA
MVP has missed 17 games

this season due to left
knee management, knee
swelling, personal reasons
and serving a three-game
suspension.
Embiid had 12 points on

4-for-9 shooting to go along
with four rebounds and
five assists.
After Embiid was ruled

out, Sixers rookie Jared
McCain had an injury
scare. The rookie guard
briefly left the game at the

5:24 mark of  the third
quarter after he was hit in
the back of  the head while
being fouled. McCain lost
his balance and needed
help from teammate Paul
George while walking to
the free-throw line.
McCain went to the locker
room for further evalua-
tion, but he cleared con-
cussion protocol and
returned to the floor with
2:04 left in the quarter.

Joel Embiid exits
game vs. Pacers

76er’s star was struck in
the face during second-
quarter defensive stand


