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Jay School Corporation

Jay School Corporation’s board of finance received its annual report during its meeting Monday. The report shows
the education fund with a year-end balance of $8.23 million, the highest in more than 30 years. The corporation’s operations
fund was also at its highest point in more than three decades. The above graphic shows education fund cash balances over
the course of the last 15 years. They have grown from about $1.5 million in 2017.

School corporation’s year-end cash balances in its
education, operations funds were up again in 2024

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

School finances have contin-
ued to show growth.

The Jay School Corporation
Board of Finance on Monday
received its annual report show-
ing the education and operations
funds with balances of $8.2 mil-
lion and $6.4 million, respective-
ly.

Business manager Shannon
Current told the board of
finance, made up of the seven
members of Jay School Board,
that both funds had positive cash
flows in 2024.

The education fund balance
went up by about $300,000 after
finishing 2023 at $7.9 million.
The operations fund total went
up by more than $1.7 million
after finishing 2023 at $4.68 mil-
lion.

In both cases, cash balances
were at their highest mark in

more than 30 years. (Both had
set records last year as well.)

Jay Schools superintendent
Jeremy Gulley noted that the
board has a goal of keeping cash
balances of at least 20% of annu-
al expenses. Both major funds
are currently above that thresh-
old, with the education fund at
32.7% and the operations fund at
59.6%.

The rainy day fund came in at
$1.82 million (no change from
2023) and the food service fund
came in at $823,153.

Board member Jon Eads asked
about the fund, which has grown
from $70,782.36 at the end of 2016.

Gulley said the closure of
schools — the corporation has
consolidated from 10 school
buildings to six — brought sav-
ings that allowed funds to be
moved into rainy day He also
noted that funds from the sale of
the former administration build-

ing on Tyson Road that is now
the home of Brigade went into
the rainy day fund.

The food service fund was
down from $1.34 million at the
end of 2023 after funds were
spent on the renovation of the
commons at Jay County Junior-
Senior High School and other
upgrades to food service across
the corporation.

Current also shared a report
on investments, noting that the
school corporation earned
$953,630.16 in interest in 2024.
(Interest goes into the operations
fund, which explains most of its
increase last year) Interest has
seen a significant uptick in
recent years, from $25,304 in 2021
to $238,081 in 2022 to $761,207 in
2023 before pushing close to $1
million last year.

“That’s a difference maker,”
said Gulley:

In the previous decade, the

largest amount of interest
earned in a single year was
$139,703.

Despite the positive outlook,
Gulley cautioned board mem-
bers that budget surpluses and
year-end balance increases are
not guaranteed to continue. He
pointed out that costs go up
while Jay School Corporation
enrollment continues to decline.
Since sitting at about 3,000 for
the 2020-21 school year, enroll-
ment has dipped to 2,817.

“So good news, a string of
good news,” said Gulley. (Year-
end balances have increased
every year since 2017.) “But we
just can’t say for sure.”

He told the board that a review
of finances will be held each
month in order to evaluate what
might need to be done to keep
the corporation in a strong posi-
tion.

See Finances page 5
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By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

Jay County Develop-
ment Corporation will be
getting some much-needed
financial support from the
City of Portland.

During its first meeting
of 2025 on Monday, Port-
land City Council agreed
to pay its $50,000 allocation
to JCDC in two payments
— one in January and the
other in July.

The issue was on the city
council agenda again at
the request of council
member Dave Golden, who
spoke in support of provid-
ing the funding to help
JCDC operate and to sup-
port its search for a new
executive director.

“The vast majority of
JCDC funding comes from
the commissioners. ... And
last year, JCDC received
zero from the commission-
ers,” said Golden. “JCDC’s
looking for a director and I
feel like the inaction of the
commissioners has kind of
forced our hands.

“And I don’t want the
incoming director to say,
‘Where’s the financial sup-
port from the county, from
the cities?” I would like to
see us take the lead on this
and hopefully the new
commissioners will follow
suit.”

The county, which pro-
vides the bulk of JCDC’s
funding, did not make any
payments to the organiza-
tion in 2024 as the sides
were not able to reach a
contract agreement.

Council member Matt
Goldsworthy offered sup-
port for Golden’s sugges-
tion of paying out half of
the funds in January and
the other half in July.

See City page 2

Light contract OK’d

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY —
Village representatives
have been discussing a
street lighting agreement
for months.

A final version came to
Fort Recovery Village
Council for approval Mon-
day.

Council authorized vil-
lage administrator Randy
Diller to sign a five-year
contract with Miami Val-
ley Lighting of Dayton,
Ohio, for continuing to use
its street lights across the
village.

Miami Valley Lighting
offers street light services,
which include designing,
installing and maintain-
ing lights. The company
provides street light serv-
ices to other communities,
including the City of Oak-
wood, Ohio, and the Vil-

Deaths

Five-year agreement
approved with
Miami Valley Lighting

lage of Pitsburg, Ohio, as
well as the University of
Dayton.

Out of the 250 lights on
public grounds and streets
in Fort Recovery, Miami
Valley Lighting owns
about 75. Diller explained
the village spends about $3
a month per light it owns
and approximately $15 to
$20 per light Miami Valley
Lighting owns. The village
has been slowly purchas-
ing its own lights over the

Weather

years, and Diller shared
hopes for the village to
remove most of the
remaining 75 lights owned
by the company within the
next five years.

Also Monday, council
heard Ohio Environmen-
tal Protection Agency
recently inspected the vil-
lage’s water plant and
gave the village a notice of
violation regarding its
sand filters.

See OK’d page 5

Tribune News Service/Lexington Herald-Leader/Tasha Poullard

Snow-covered

A man attempts to dig his vehicle out of the snow on New
Circle Rd on Sunday in Lexington, Kentucky. On day two of Winter
Storm Blair, the University of Kentucky announced it would be closed
Tuesday and in-person activities will be canceled. About 4 inches of
snow fell Sunday and Monday in the Lexington area.

In review

Coming up
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Shirley Litmer, 76, Fort
Recovery
Details on page 2.

The temperature in Jay
County hovered between 21
and 27 degrees Monday:.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low in the single digits. Skies
will be mostly sunny Thurs-
day with a high around 20.

A chance of snow is expect-
ed Friday.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

The United States Postal
Service will be closed Thurs-
day in observance of a day of
mourning following the death
of former President Jimmy
Carter. Those who receive
their newspaper by mail will
not have delivery Thursday.
The Thursday and Friday
newspapers will be delivered
together on Friday.

Thursday — Results from
the JCHS wrestling match
against Coldwater.

Friday — Coverage of this
week’s Jay County Council
meeting.

Saturday — Details from
the diving competition at the
Jay County Invitational.
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Obituaries

Shirley Litmer
March 23, 1948-Jan. 5, 2025
Shirley E. Litmer, age 76, of

Fort Recovery, Ohio, passed

away peacefully at her home

on Sunday, Jan. 5, 2025.

She was born on March 23,
1948, in Greenville, Ohio, to the
late Daniel and Lovina
(Bruner) Shaner.

Shirley is survived by her
husband of 57 years, Ronald P.
Litmer, whom she married on
July 22, 1967; her children, San-
dra Litmer and Kevin Droesch
of Chickasaw, Ohio, Tina Lit-

mer and Duane
Crabtree of Fort
Recovery, and
Joshua and Allie
Litmer of Celina,
Ohio; her son-in-

law, Marvin
“Keith” Lewis of =
Fort Recovery; Litmer

her granddaugh-

ters, Shaylynne Litmer and
Calleigh Crabtree, both of Fort
Recovery; her sister, Diana and
Bill Hinshaw of Portland; her
sister-in-law, Linda Shaner of
Rossburg, Ohio; and her in-
laws, Tom and Eileen Litmer

CR almanac

of Fort Recovery, Dolores Fort-
man of Fort Recovery, Kenny
and Linda Litmer of Monroe,
Vern and June Litmer of
Miamisburg, Ohio, and Linda
and Bill Stout of St. Henry,
Ohio.

In addition to her parents,
Shirley was preceded in death
by her daughter, Deborah
Lewis; her brother, Ronald
Shaner; her brother-in-law,
Jim Fortman; and her father-
in-law and mother-in-law,
Clarence and Rose Litmer.

Shirley was a 1966 graduate
of Fort Recovery High School.

She retired from Fort Recovery
Industries, but her favorite job
was being a homemaker and
devoted wife, mother and
grandmother. Shirley enjoyed
scrapbooking and was a mem-
ber of a nationwide group
called Creative Memories. She
also enjoyed crocheting and
spending time with her family.

A celebration of Shirley’s
life will be held at a later date.

Memorial contributions may
be given to EverHeart Hospice,
1350 N. Broadway  St.,
Greenville, OH, or the Cancer
Association of Mercer County,

Capsule Reports

P.O. Box 624, Celina, OH 45822.
Condolences may be shared

with the family by visiting

brockmanboeckmanfh.com.

The Commercial Review pub-
lishes death notices for those
with a connection to our cover-
age area free of charge.

They include the name, city
of residence, birth/death date
and time/date/location of serv-
ices.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only
from funeral homes or mortu-
ary services.
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Lotteries

Powerball
Monday
17-34-46-66-67
Power Ball: 14
Power Play: 2
Estimated

$240 million

jackpot:

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $62
million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-7-9
Daily Four: 6-7-0-7
Quick Draw: 1-3-4-6-11-
14-21-23-29-32-34-39-44-53-
59-65-67-70-74-79

Daily Four: 3-1-4-1

Quick Draw: 2-8-15-18-
20-23-24-34-38-42-52-58-60-
62-64-66-68-75-76-77

Cash 5: 4-13-26-36-44

Estimated jackpot:
$2175,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-9-7
Pick 4: 8-4-0-5
Pick 5: 3-5-4-5-3
Evening
Pick 3: 2-4-7
Pick 4: 4-7-7-5
Pick 5: 2-2-9-2-7
Rolling Cash: 21-23-24-
27-36

Lost control

A Portland man lost control of
the vehicle he was driving, causing
it to spin and strike the car behind
on Indiana 67 near county road 200
East about 5:30 a.m. Monday.

Brayden M. Sprunger, 22, Port-
land, was driving a 2017 Chevrolet
Silverado east on Indiana 67 behind
a 2009 Toyota Camry driven by 18-
year-old Yermi Deivi Velasquez of
Portland. Velasquez lost control on
a patch of ice on the road, causing
the vehicle he was driving to spin
degrees and slam into
Sprunger’s truck. Sprunger admit-
ted to police he was following
Velasquez’s vehicle too closely.

Velasquez admitted to driving
without a license. The owner of the
vehicle, Jesse Y. Gonzalez of Union
City, also admitted to not having
insurance on the vehicle, according

City ...

Continued from page 1

Answering a question
from council member Ron
May, clerk-treasurer Lori
Phillips said the payment
to JCDC has traditionally
been made in full in July.

JCDC board president
Angela Paxson explained
that the organization cur-
rently only has enough
funding to get through Feb-
ruary. She said her plan is
to visit Jay County Com-
meeting on

Jan. 27 to talk about fund- cil:

In other business, coun-

to a Jay County Sheriff’s Office
report.

Velasquez was preliminarily
charged with a Class C misde-
meanor for operating a vehicle
without a license. He was released
from Jay County Jail on a $1,000
bond.

The 2009 Toyota Camry was
towed. Damage is estimated
between $10,000 and $25,000.

Flipped truck

A Redkey man complained of
head pain after losing control of his
vehicle on Indiana 1 and flipping it
about 10:36 a.m. Monday.

Darren J. Fisher, 18, was driving
his 2005 Mazda B-Series truck south
on the highway when he began to
drift off the right side of the road.
He overcorrected, according to a
Jay County Sheriff’s Office report,

‘We can’t effectively hire a
new director until we have

some committed funding.’
—Angela Paxson,
JCDC board president

regarding a

feedback from the public
proposed

causing him to go off the east side
of the road and flip his truck.
Fisher was trapped in his vehicle,
which was towed. Damage is esti-
mated between $5,000 and $10,000.

Hit tree

A Montpelier woman lost control
of her car and crashed into a tree
along Indiana 18 in Jay County
about 6:30 p.m. Monday.

Brittani N. Kirk, 34, was driving a
2003 Dodge Neon west on the high-
way near county road 750 West
when she went off the north side of
the road. She overcorrected, caus-
ing her to go off the south side of
the road and slide into a tree.

The vehicle Kirk was driving is
registered to Andrew L. Batten of
Pennville, and it was towed. Damage
is estimated between $2,500 and
$5,000.

ination of local property
taxes in favor of imple-
menting a sales tax on serv-
ices. He said he is against
the proposal, expressing
concern about how the
sales tax money would be
distributed back to the
towns, cities, schools and
libraries. “My fear is, if we
eliminate the property tax,
we might be at the begin-
ning of eliminating munic-
ipal, local government,” he
said.

«Learned from Phillips

“We can’t effectively hire
a new director until we
committed
funding,” she said, noting
that requests for assis-
tance with grants, loans
and other issues continue

*Was informed by the
mayor following a question
from Brewster that the new
traffic lights along Meridi-
an Street in the downtown
area are now expected to be
in place in mid-February.
The mayor also expressed

“social park” at the former
site of the Bailey Building
at the southwest corner of
Main and Commerce
streets in Portland. He said
his preference would be to
see the property, which is
currently owned by the city,

to come in to the office.
executive
director Travis Richards

some skepticism, as the end

be sold so it can return to

Today in history

On Jan. 8, 1964, Pres-
ident Lyndon B. John-
son, in his State of the
Union address, declared
an ‘“unconditional war
on poverty in America.”

In 1815, the last major
engagement of the War
of 1812 came to an end as
US. forces defeated the
British in the Battle of
New Orleans, not having
received word of the
signing of a peace treaty.

In 1867, the U.S. House
of Representatives joined
the Senate in overriding
President Andrew John-
son’s veto of the District
of Columbia Suffrage
Bill, giving Black men in
the nation’s capital the
right to vote.

In 1935, rock-and-roll

legend Elvis Presley was
born in Tupelo, Missis-
Sippi.

In 1972, the Fort
Recovery High School
boys basketball team
clobbered the host Anso-
nia Tigers 69-45. Fred
Aisenbrey led a balanced
scoring effort with 15
points.

In 2019, Jay County
Health Department
urged residents to get flu
shots as confirmed cases
of the virus were high in
Jay County. Officials ref-
ered to the influenza
virus as “very viable”
and said there was a
“higher prevalence” of
the flue earlier than
usual.

—AP and The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Wednesday

7 am. — Jay County
Board of Health, Jay
County Health Depart-
ment, 504 W. Arch St.,
Portland.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

Monday

9 am. — Jay County
Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.

6 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery School Board, com-
munity room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Country Living Adviso-
ry Board, 1194 E. 200
North, Portland.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Park Board, village
hall, 201 S. Main St.

resigned in November but
is continuing to assist
JCDC on a part-time basis.

“Once we meet with the
commissioners and hope-
fully get a commitment,
we’ll have a better idea of
our timeline,” she added

Council member Ashley
Hilfiker asked about what
would happen if commis-
sioners do not provide
funding. Paxson said the
organization would have to
postpone searching for an
executive director and
would not have funding to
pay current staff.

Hilfiker expressed her
feeling that with the city
doing its part, others need
to step up.

“I really feel that we can
start in the right direction
— it’s a new year — start
on the right foot with our
commissioners,” said Pax-
son. “And that’s my plan.
And I hope and I really do
feel like that’s their goal
too.”

May expressed his feel-
ing that commissioners
would be on board to sup-
port the organization. Pax-
son noted that her conver-
sations with all three com-
missioners — two are new
this year — have been posi-
tive.

Mayor Jeff Westlake
said he’s supportive of pro-
viding the funding, with
McClung adding that he
wants to make sure JCDC
stays afloat.

Council members
Michele Brewster, Mike
Aker, McClung, Goldswor-
thy, Golden, Hilfiker and
May voted unanimously in
favor of providing $25,000
to JCDC this month with
the second payment to
come in July.

Commenting later in the
meeting, Golden refer-
enced information provid-
ed to him from JCDC that
shows a return on invest-
ment of 1,412%.

“You are providing a fab-
ulous service to our city,”
he said.

Evening Estimated jackpot: | missioners’
Daily Three: 9-7-2 $150,000 <
ing.
Markets a new direc
Cooper Farms Feb. beans ................ 9.99
Fort Recovery Wheat .........cveuneee. 4,93
(076) & s FORSNSTRRRRIRI 4.61
Feb. corn .................. 163 ADM . ;
March corn.............. 465 Montpelier Previous
gotl;n .......................... 4.50
H H eb. corn ........uu....... 4.51
FOOE;I;anlorefmmg Beans........ccccceeennnnn. 9.89
C 4,60 Feb. beans................. 9.93
OITL.uvovsuenencnsnsunnacncs . Wheat ....coooovvevennnn. 5.03
Feb. corn .................. 4.63
March corn.............. 4.65 Heartland
The Andersons  copnony &
Richland Township  March corn.............. 461 | later
COTD v, 454 BeanS..oeweeeeeeeeiiiiiii, 9.67
Feb. corn .................. 454 March beans............ 9.72
Beans.......cceeeeeeennn. 9.92 Wheat ........ccec.... 4.83

that there is $192,981.40 in
city funds that were encum-
bered in 2024 that will be
spent in 2025.

*Heard Goldsworthy urge
for a “new year, new you”
situation for the communi-
ty to come together and
work with each other.
“Hopefully we can get start-
ed in a better direction for
the whole county.”

date for the project has con- the tax rolls.
tinued to move. It was orig- *Re-elected McClung as
inally expected to be com- its president.

plete in November.
«Heard May ask his fel-
low council members to get

*Heard McClung com-

ment on a proposal from a
state legislator for the elim-

EvenfourRAdilstable
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765-747-8103

Made in
Muncie for
over 70
years

1815 N Granville Ave, Muncie
Open M-F 9:00a-5:30p;
Saturdays 10:00a-3:00p

www.holderbedding.net

SERVICES

Today

Boice, Katherine: 4:30 p.m,,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Hartman, Philip: 7 p.m,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Friday
Grile, Steven: 6 p.m., Baird-
Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Sunday
Hunt, Ruth Ann: 1:30 p.m,
Covenant Presbyterian Church,
415 N.Main St.,, Springboro,
Ohio.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

b 2

Jay County Development Corporation

NOW SEEKING:
Executive Director of
Economic Development

Responsibilities include serving as the principal industrial/business
promoter by providing support for new growth and promoting new
enterprises to locate in Jay County, providing leadership and support
to develop and implement county-wide plans, and developing ties
among Jay County communities and organizations.
requires a bachelor’s degree in economics, business administration,
industrial engineering, or related field with a minimum of three years’
experience in related field.

Interested candidates may see a full job description or learn more at
www.jaycountydevelopment.org or by calling 260-726-9311.
Resumes may be mailed to 118 S Meridian St, Ste B, Portland, IN 47371
or emailed to jhayes@jaycodev.org.

This position
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Learn to embrace change

It can be challenging to
support loved ones as they
navigate the changes that
come with aging.

A local facility is provid-
ing insight into how to help
with their care and safety.

Adams Woodcrest Assist-
ed Living will host Embrac-
ing Change, an event
designed to provide families
with valuable insights and
practice advice for making
informed decisions, from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Jan. 23. Doc-
tor Beth Kaskel will share
the presentation, discussing
common challenges families
face and how assisted living
can provide solutions.

To reserve a spot, call
(260) 724-3311 or email
amyhake@adamshealthnet-
work.org. Reservations are
required by Jan. 20.

Joins association
Lillian Johnson is a new

Taking
Note

junior member of the Amer-
ican Angus Association.

Junior members of the
association, which is head-
quartered in Missouri, can
register cattle, participate
in programs and be involved
in shows and other regional
and national events.

Wool sculptures

There’s a wool art exhibit
on display now at Arts
Place.

Gary Schmitt’s “Gravity
and Flight: Wool Sculp-
tures” art is now available
to view in the HIgh N.
Ronald gallery, Jay County

Campus of Arts Place, 131
E. Walnut St., Portland. The
free exhibit — it will be on
display until Feb. 14 — fea-
tures various sculptures pri-
marily crafted from wool.

Reading challenge

Jay County Public
Library’s adult and teen
winter reading challenge
returns this month.

Challenge cards will be
available at the library from
Jan. 13 through March 1.
Adults and teens must com-
plete at least four spaces on
their cards before turning
them in for prize drawings.
All cards will also be
entered into a grand prize
drawing for a Kindle Paper-
white.

Also, an after-school activ-
ity for children to Kknit
scarves, is slated from 4 to 5
p.m. or 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Thursday.

Coffee may protect cognition

American Heart Association News
Tribune News Service

Drinking multiple cups of cof-
fee each day may help prevent
cognitive decline in people with a
common type of heart rhythm
disorder, new research suggests.

The study, recently published
in the Journal of the American
Heart Association, adds to a body
of research dispelling the belief
that people with irregular heart
rhythms such as atrial fibrilla-
tion, or AFib, should be discour-
aged from drinking caffeinated
beverages, the authors said.

“Many myths are around, but
our study found no reason to dis-
courage or forbid a patient with
AFib from drinking coffee,” sen-
ior study author Dr. Jirg H. Beer
said in a news release. Beer is a
professor of medicine and hema-
tology at the University of Zurich
in Switzerland. “Instead, say,
‘Enjoy, it may even be good for
you!”

AFib affects more than 5 mil-
lion people in the U.S. and is the
most common type of heart
rhythm disorder in adults. People
with AFib face a higher risk for

cognitive decline, stroke and
dementia.

Guidelines for diagnosing and
managing AFib, released jointly
in 2023 by the American Heart
Association, American College
of Cardiology, American College
of Clinical Pharmacy and the
Heart Rhythm Society, reported
no benefit from avoiding coffee to
prevent abnormal heart rhythms
in people with AFib. However,
the guidelines note that abstain-
ing from coffee could reduce
symptoms in people for whom
caffeine triggers or worsens
symptoms such as dizziness and
fatigue.

Federal dietary guidelines say
three to five 8-ounce cups of black
coffee a day can be part of a
healthy diet. But the AHA warns
that many popular coffee drinks,
such as lattes and macchiatos,
often include added sugar and fat,
making them high in calories.

In the new study, researchers
analyzed cognitive assessments
for 2,413 people diagnosed with
AFib at 14 health centers who
enrolled in the Swiss Atrial Fib-
rillation Cohort Study between

2014 and 2017. Participants, who
were an average 73 years old,
completed several cognitive tests
and reported how many cups of
caffeinated coffee they drank
during the past 12 months. The
researchers did not use a stan-
dard cup size, and information
was not collected on added sweet-
eners, creams or flavors.
Researchers also analyzed
markers of inflammation, which
are associated with both
Alzheimer’s disease and AFib.
Overall, higher coffee con-
sumption was linked to higher
cognitive test scores. Study par-
ticipants who drank more than
five cups of coffee a day scored
higher on attention, processing
speed and visuomotor coordina-
tion than those who drank less
than one cup. The cognitive age
among those who drank the most
coffee was calculated to be 6.7
years younger compared to those
who drank the least. And inflam-
matory markers were more than
20% lower in people who drank
more than five cups of coffee a
day compared to people who
drank less than one cup daily.

Community Calendar

Recovering alcoholic
questions relationship

DEAR ABBY: My husband
and I were together for 11 years,
married for six of them. I had
an alcohol addiction for the last
few years, which led to my
being unfaithful. He never
drank, so he had a hard time
understanding my addiction
problem. After I got a DUI, he
finally left me.

Two weeks later, he was
already in another relation-
ship! We divorced a year later. I
have spent the last 14 months
changing my life. I have been
sober this whole time, attended
AA meetings and seen a psy-
chotherapist as well as an
addiction therapist. I have been
devastated since my husband
left. I have lost 20 pounds that I
didn’t need to lose, and I leave
my house only to work. I
haven’t even entertained the
idea of seeing or talking to
another man.

My ex has been telling me off
and on that he wants to try and
work things out with me, which
is something I want more than
anything. I know I hurt him,
and he’s no longer the same per-
son. I want to show him I'm dif-
ferent and we can be happy, but
he won’t fully commit to any-
thing and just keeps hurting
me. Should I continue to pursue
this or try to find a way to move
on? — NOW SOBER IN VIR-
GINIA

DEAR NOW SOBER: If
your sobriety is important to
you, you cannot cling to a
person who “keeps hurting
you.” (I wish you had men-
tioned how he does this, but
in the end, you must do what
is good for YOU.) Did the way
he treated you — or your per-
ception of it — have some-
thing to do with your drink-
ing and infidelity?

You stated that he says he
wants to work things out.
His skittishness may stem
from the hurt he experienced
because of what you put him
through. If you decide to
rekindle your relationship,
do so only under certain con-
ditions: He must end the
relationship with the person
he’s involved with if they are
still together, attend Al-
Anon meetings so he can
learn more about the disease

Dear
Abby

of alcoholism and attend
relationship counseling ses-
sions with you.

DEAR ABBY: I'm a 64-year-
old gay man, originally from
the Deep South, living in a
large metropolitan area. I have
been here for more than 30
years. My problem is, I am
unable to keep my cool when
talking with my aging parents.
I have insisted several times
that I do not wish to discuss pol-
itics, but my request is ignored
by Mom especially because she
refuses to acknowledge my sex-
ual orientation. She sings the
praises of the most anti-gay
politicians with no regard for
my feelings. When I try to gen-
tly change the subject, most
times, she won't let it go.

I have reached the point that I
no longer wish to speak to
either of my parents. The hurt-
ful things they have said break
my heart. Should I follow my
gut and cut them off, or contin-
ue to remain silent and endure
the hurt? I know they won’t
change. — WOUNDED HEART
IN SAN FRANCISCO

DEAR WOUNDED HEART:
Silence helps no one. As you
have discovered, it leads only
to more of the same. Tell
them the hurtful things they
have said are heartbreaking.
You have already made clear
to your mother that you do
not wish to discuss politics.
This time, tell them that if
they raise the subject again,
it will be the end of the con-
versation and you will hang
up. If they ignore you and do
it again, follow through.

Dear Abby is written by Abi-
gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or PO. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 am. in the
east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

BRYANT/NEW CORY-
DON SENIOR CITIZENS —
Will meet at 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a
carry-in dinner. Meat

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY  REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for help-
ing families affected by
addiction meets at 4 p.m.
each Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY CIVIC

Sudoku

Level: Intermediate
Tuesday’s Solution

6(1(9]17(4(5]8(3]|2
The objective is to fill a 7121s518la9l3lsl1]4
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row,and | 81413]1[2[6]15(9]7
each of the nine threeby- 2581631419711
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains 1]3]6]19]7]2]14]8]5
the digits from 1 to Qonly J4|9|7|5(1]|8]|3|[2]|6
one time each. 3(elal2[8l1]17l5]9
517]11]13]|6]|9]2[|4]8
9(8(214(5(7)11(6(3

THEATRE — Holds its reg-
ular meeting at 5:30 p.m. on
the second Wednesday of
each month in the board-
room at Arts Place, 131 E.
Walnut St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES —
Will meet at 6 p.m., on the
second and fourth Wednes-
day of the month at the
Eagles’ lodge, 320 N. Merid-
ian St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY — A

/A\ccuLeveL

YOUR LOCAL
FOUNDATION REPAIR
AND WATERPROOFING
EXPERT.

For a basement, crawl space, or
slab foundation, we guide you on
the right path to a healthy home.

Family owned and operated
since 1996, we treat your home
like our own.

OUR SERVICES

« Cracked or Bowing Walls
« Settling Foundations

« Concrete Leveling

+ Crawl Space Repairs

* Sump Pumps
+ Waterproofing
& Encapsulation

« Sagging Floors

ACT NOW!
up 10 $600 off*

Offers can’t be combined.
Minimum purchase required.
Please call for details.

group for those struggling
with addiction that focuses
on motivation, coping with
cravings, managing
thoughts, feelings and
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 am. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land.

INDIANA UNIVERSI-
TY HEALTH JAY HOSPI-
TAL OSTOMY SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of each month in Indiana
University Health Jay
Hospital Conference
Room B. The group is for
ostomy and intestinal
diversion patients and
their friends and family
to offer mutual support
and learn about the latest
products and informa-
tion.

P ﬁﬁ: e
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CALL FOR YOUR FREE HOME INSPECTION
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T
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Hike brought a jaw-dropping start

Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from Jan. 7, 2015.
Jack was a big believer in First
Day hikes. They’re a wonderful
idea, but in Indiana they also take
a good amount of commitment.
New Year’s Day is usually going to
be cold and, sometimes, wet and
sloppy like it was this year. Still,
getting out into nature and fresh
air is a great way to spark renew-
al.

By JACK RONALD

The Commercial Review

It’s called a First Day hike.

That’s because you take the
hike on Jan. 1, the first day of the
year.

I'm not sure when I took my
first one.

It may have been 10 years ago
or thereabouts.

All T know is, it was cold.

And everyone else in the house
thought I was crazy.

But for some reason, that New
Year’s Day, I woke up wanting to
take a hike, no matter how cold it
was.

I felt the need to clear my head,
to get away from the mental clut-

Back
in the
Saddle

ter and junk, and I figured that
getting in touch with nature —no
matter what the temperature —
was the right way to go about it.

That first year, I went alone. As
I said, everyone else in the house
thought I was crazy.

And it was great.

Sure, I was freezing. January
winds were whipping around
painfully.

But I was alone. I connected
with the natural world. And I
came back renewed, refreshed
and ready to face the year ahead.

Oddly enough, it didn’t become
an annual thing.

Some years it seemed impor-
tant. Other years it didn’t.

And it wasn’t always a solitary
event. Connie has come with me a

time or two. Even then, we don’t
talk much when we're out there
on the First Day. Instead, we lis-
ten. We look. We get a better sense
of where we fit into the scheme of
things.

Thursday, the two of us headed
up to the Loblolly Wetlands
Nature Preserve.

We bundled up, though I'd
hiked in colder conditions. Still,
long johns and extra layers made
sense. So did my down parka,
which I've had for roughly 20
years. Connie opted for earmuffs.
I wore a wool cap (remembering
conversations with my old friend
Jay Miller: “Where’s your hat?”)
and had a balaclava tucked in my
pocket if the wind was too fierce.

As we drove out, I wondered if
anyone else would be there.

The Indiana Department of
Natural Resources has been pro-
moting First Day hikes in state
parks the past several years.
There was one that I knew of at
Oubache State Park in Wells
County, but for me that First Day
is best addressed in ones and
twos, not in groups.

I was pleased, then, when we
found the parking lot on county
road 250 West north of Ind. 18
empty. It would be just the two of
us.

We headed east, through the
sedge fields toward the pond and
the woods, listening to the wind
in the trees and the music made
by the rustling grasses. Then we
took what’s called the Upland
Trail, though it’s only hilly by Jay
County standards. It wound
north and east up through the
woodlands beyond the pond.

Before we’d gone far, we flushed
some deer. One at first, then two,
then a third and finally a fourth.
They headed south out of our
way.

A couple more were flushed as
we made our way out of the wood-
lands and back to the path that
goes around one section of wet-
lands.

The last time we’d been out that
way the path was muddy and
mucky, but this time it was
frozen, so we extended the hike
imdd wandered around the low-
and.

As we went, the birds
announced our arrival: Spar-
rows, cardinals and blue jays.

Nothing special to anyone with
a backyard bird feeder.

Then, for some reason, I paused
to look to my left.

We were walking between the
wetland and the Loblolly Ditch.
Technically, it may be the Loblol-
ly Creek, but at that point it is
simply a ditch.

I looked down into the ditch to
my left and saw it: Roughly 12 feet
away, a great blue heron stood in
the flowing water. Maybe he was
dozing. Maybe he was watching
for Iunch to go swimming by

At any rate a second or two
after I saw him, he became aware
of me. And he unfolded those
magnificent wings and stretched
up toward the sky above the ditch
and took flight.

And I stood there, camera
around my neck with its lens cap
on, my jaw dropped and mouth
agape.

And I remembered why a First
Day hike can be such a good, good
thing.

To shorten war,
tighten sanctions

Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

As Bloomberg News has
reported, President Joe
Biden is considering ramp-
ing up sanctions on Rus-
sia before he leaves office,
hoping to pressure Russ-
ian President Vladimir
Putin ahead of possible
talks to end the war
in Ukraine. As with previ-
ous decisions to loosen
restrictions on Kyiv’s use
of U.S. weapons, such a
shift would be overdue —
but welcome nonetheless.

If negotiations to end
Putin’s brutal invasion are
to take place, then the
imperative for Western
democracies must be to
strengthen Ukraine’s hand
first. Outside of greater
military support, it would
be hard to send a more pow-
erful message of resolve
than to squeeze the oil and
gas revenue that funded
nearly one-third of Russia’s
federal budget in 2023.

Russia is arguably the
most sanctioned country in
the world, with measures
hitting everything from
transport to finance, ener-
gy and technology. It may
also now be the most adept
at sanctions-busting. Arme-
nia, Georgia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan and other for-
mer Soviet states have seen
rocketing trade as trans-
shipment hubs for Western
luxury goods, from leather
handbags to Mercedes-
Benz sedans. Meanwhile,
China has helped keep the
Russian war machine run-
ning with raw materials,
microchips, drone parts
and other dual-use tech-
nologies.

Perhaps the most signif-
icant failure has been an
oil price cap, put in place
to curb Putin’s revenue
without destabilizing
global supply. While the
scheme initially worked
roughly as designed, limit-
ing sales to less than $60
per barrel, Russia has long
since adapted. It has pro-
cured access to a “shadow
fleet” of hundreds of ves-
sels, which rely on either
non-Western suppliers of
maritime insurance and
other services, or self-
declared “attestations”
that they are complying
with the cap, in order to
transport Russian oil.

Attempts to tighten
enforcement have either
been performative or inef-
fective.

Meanwhile, China, Indi
a and Turkey have done a

Guest
Editorial

booming business turn-
ing that crude into jet
fuel and other petroleum
products that are then
sold legally into the Euro-
pean Union, U.S. and else-
where.

Sanctioning more shad-
ow tankers should limit
the overall number avail-
able to Putin. To have a
real impact, though,
Western countries will
have to target buyers,
including the refiners
buying oil above the price
cap and the financial
institutions facilitating
such purchases.

Conditions are fortu-
itous: With crude prices
hovering around $75 per
barrel, any disruption in
supplies should be man-
ageable. The bigger chal-
lenge will be diplomat-
ic. India, which the U.S. is
cultivating as a security
partner, already resents
having to comply with
American sanctions
on Iran and other
nations, while China has
shown itself increasingly
willing to retaliate
against U.S. strictures.
Giving companies and
banks, say, a reasonable
window to act before suf-
fering secondary sanc-
tions might ease some
frictions.

Meanwhile, the EU
should standardize
enforcement measures,
which differ by member
state, and ensure that suf-
ficient resources are
devoted to the effort.
Requiring shipowners to
submit more detailed
paperwork, with break-
downs for various servic-
es, would make it harder
to falsify attestations.

Sanctions are nearly
always subject to leaks
and cheats. Nevertheless,
they have raised the costs
of war for Putin, whose
economy is under serious
strain. They also pro-
vide Ukraine and Western
leaders — including self-
avowed dealmaker Don-
ald Trump — some much-
needed bargaining power.
In what time he has left,
Biden should aim to leave
his successor as much of
that leverage as he can.
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Death penalty should end

By BRANDON GARRETT
The Charlotte Observer
Tribune News Service

Across the country, death sentences
began a steep and steady decline
twenty-five years ago. Today, just a
relic of the prior practice remains in
a handful of scattered counties,
which maintain the practice at great
public expense. North Carolina is no
exception to this national trend. The
death penalty is at the end of its rope.
There are good reasons why.

As a law professor who works to
promote effective policy, it is clear to
me that many of our responses to
crime are based on inertia and emo-
tion rather than solid evidence. That
is especially true for the death penal-
ty, which has no deterrent effect, costs
taxpayers dearly and is riddled with
errors and biases.

That is why Gov. Roy Cooper’s com-
mutation of 15 death sentences to life
without parole sentences bears great
significance. Cooper is the first gover-
nor in the history of North Carolina’s
modern death penalty to grant more
than two such commutations. With
his action, Cooper acknowledged, in
detailing a series of factors these
cases implicated, the death penalty’s
flaws and the responsibility of elect-
ed leaders to move away from this
failed policy. His death row commuta-
tions, alongside other commutations
and pardons, are part of a larger
effort to move toward smarter
approaches to public safety.

In 2020, Cooper created the Task
Force for Racial Equity in Criminal
Justice, a huge step towards address-
ing racial inequities embedded in our
criminal system. In 2021, he created
the Juvenile Sentence Review
Board to begin to ameliorate exces-
sive sentences imposed on children.

Brandon
Garrett

In 2023, he formed the Office of Vio-
lence Prevention, which takes a pub-
lic health approach to preventing vio-
lence by strengthening communities.
Research shows these types of tactics
do far more to prevent future violence
than excessive prison sentences or
executions.

Now, Cooper is leading the way on
addressing North Carolina’s over-
sized death row. Before these 15 com-
mutations, it housed 136 people, near-
ly all of whom were sentenced more
than 20 years ago. Today, capital trials
are rare and juries almost never
choose death sentences. In 2024, just
three death penalty trials occurred
with no new death sentences. A new
Gallup poll found death penalty sup-
port continuing to erode among all
groups, but especially among young
people.

Most on death row were tried in a
different era, when North
Carolina had some of the highest
death sentencing rates in the country
and an unreasonable, and later
repealed, law forcing prosecutors to
pursue death in every aggravated
first-degree murder. This law, unique
in the nation, resulted in dozens of
death sentences a year, mostly han-
dled by overburdened and underpaid
defense attorneys because North Car-
olina did not create a statewide public
defense service until 2001.

The creation of Indigent Defense

Services was one of many reforms
in the late 1990s and early 2000s
that transformed death penalty tri-
als. In my research, I have found
that adequate resources for defense
offices can play a huge role in death
sentencing. Yet, most of those now
awaiting execution predated those
reforms. In more recent years, liti-
gation under the Racial Justice Act
has also raised serious questions
about the role of race in North Car-
olina’s death sentences.

It will take visionary actions like
Cooper’s to ensure that executions
based on unfair and racially biased
trials are never carried out. Several
years ago, Virginia ceased its use
of the death penalty because the
costly practice had effectively
ended on the ground.

Many more cases raise the same
factors as the 15 that the Governor
addressed. I hope that the Gover-
nor’s action will only be the start of
a concerted effort to take legal
action to move North
Carolina away from the death
penalty. On the ground, our com-
munities have already largely sev-
ered our ties to this ineffective pol-
icy. We should instead focus our
resources and energy on finding
solutions to violence that hold
offenders accountable while actual-
ly making our communities safer.
Other leaders should take a cue
from Cooper, who has shown a will-
ingness to enact smart public safe-
ty policy with justice as a guiding
principle.

Garrett is the L. Neil Williams
Professor of Law, at Duke Universi-
ty School of Law and the director of
the Wilson Center for Science and
Justice.
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Supporting Yoon

Supporters of impeached South Korean president Yoon Suk Yeol react during a rally near his residence in Seoul
on Monday. South Korean investigators trying to arrest suspended President Yoon Suk Yeol have asked for an extension to
the warrant that expired Monday, with the embattled leader holed up in his residence.

Tribune News Service/Getty Images/AFP/Anthony Wallace

OK’d ...

Continued from page 1

“They are noticing that the
sand filters are getting too much
growth too quickly,” said Diller.

He explained OEPA is requir-
ing the village to hire an engi-
neering firm to conduct a study
on the filters, which Diller
reminded council will be elimi-
nated if the village decides to
move forward with a project
that involves switching the vil-
lage’s water softening process to
reverse o0smosis membrane
treatment. (Currently, it uses a
lime and caustic soda treat-
ment.)

In related news, council
approved a $9,675 pay request
from Marvin Gnagy of PMG
Consulting and Rob Shoaf of
Shoaf Consulting. Gnagy and

Bill expands
public benefits

Shoaf are putting together final
design plans related to the water
plant project.

Also, Diller noted he and
water supervisor Aidan O’Dell
will meet with Eagon and Asso-
ciates on Jan. 17 to discuss plans
and possible locations for a
third well. Diller explained their
next steps will be contacting
property owners and finalizing
a plan, which is required prior
to submitting details for the
water plant project.

In other business, council
members Al Post, Cliff Wendel,
Scott Pearson, Erik Fiely, Greg
Schmitz and Luke Knapke:

*Decided to move council’s
next regular meeting to 6 p.m.
Jan. 20. (Last month, council
scheduled a public hearing for

6:30 p.m. Jan. 20 to discuss a
request for a zoning map amend-
ment from Brandon and Aman-
da Wyerick for their property at
105 S. Elm St.)

«Approved a $105,202 pay
request from Caldwell Tanks for
work related to installing a sec-
ond water tower in the village.
Council also agreed to transfer
the dollars between funds to pay
the company, which estimates
the project should be completed
by July.

*Received officer Haiden Stid-
ham’s resignation letter, effec-
tive Dec. 31.

«Approved various appoint-
ments from mayor Dave Kaup,
including: Post as the village’s
representative on Southwest
Mercer Fire District; Kaup as

the village’s representative on
Southern Mercer County Joint
Ambulance District; Roberta
Staugler as records training offi-
cer for council; Lori Koch for
another two-year term on
income tax board; Jose Faller
for another five-year term on
park board and Steve Diller to
fill Bill Bechtol’s term — Bech-
tol, who has been on park board
since its formation in 1981 and
served as president since ’93,
recently retired from the posi-
tion — through the end of 2026;
Tina Bechtol and Rose Cain both
for another two-year term on
design review board; and Ron
Koppelman for a three-year
term on tree commission.

«Appointed Post as village
council president.

Finances ...

Continued from page 1

Board members Ron
Laux, Donna Geesaman,
Marcie Vormohr, Chip
Phillips, Chad Towell,
Aaron Clark and Eads also
approved First Bank of
Berne and First Merchants
Bank as depositories. (It
was the first meeting for
new board members Tow-
ell, Eads and Clark, all of
whom were uncontested in
the November election.
They take over the seats
previously held by Vickie
Reitz, Jason Phillips and
Phil Ford, all of whom did
not seek re-election.)

During its organizational
meeting before the board of
finance meeting, board
members elected Ron Laux
as  president, Donna
Geesaman as vice presi-
dent and Marcie Vormohr
as secretary.

The board also made the
following reappointments:
Josh Atkinson of Coldren,
Frantz & Sprunger as cor-
poration attorney; Amy
Matthews of Church,
Church, Hittle & Antrim as
legal counsel on an as-need-
ed basis; Shannon Current
as treasurer; Irene Taylor
as deputy treasurer; Trent
Paxson, Current and Tay-
lor as authorized users of
the safe deposit box; and
Current and Taylor as
small claims courts repre-
sentatives.

Gulley appointed
Geesaman, Phillips and
Eads to the board’s insur-
ance committee and Laux
appointed himself,
Geesaman and Vormohr to
the negotiations commit-
tee. Laux also appointed
Jon Eads as the board’s leg-
islative delegate.

The board also approved
the hiring of Ava Stockton
as a vocational agriculture
teacher at Jay County Jun-
ior-Senior High School. It
accepted the resignation of
high school physical educa-
tion/health teacher Brad
Horn.

Board members were
also reminded to fill out
and/or update conflict of
interest statements.

By JENNIFER SHUTT
States Newsroom
statesnewsroom.com

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Joe Biden has expand-
ed Social Security benefits
for more than 2 million
Americans by signing
broadly bipartisan legisla-
tion that Congress
approved late last year.

The ceremony on Sun-
day marked one of the last
times Biden is expected to
sign major legislation as
president, since Congress
is now controlled by Repub-
licans and his term is set to
end on Jan. 20, when Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump
takes the oath of office.

“By signing this bill,
we're extending Social
Security benefits for mil-
lions of teachers ... and
other public employees,
and their spouses and sur-
vivors,” Biden said. “That
means an estimated aver-
age of $360 per month
increase. That’s a big deal.”

The nearly 2.5 million
people covered under the
new law, he said, would
“receive a lump sum pay-
ment of thousands of dol-
lars to make up for the

shortfall in benefits they
should have gotten in
2024.”

The House voted 327-
75 in November to pass the
bill and the Senate voted 76-
20 in December to send the
bill to Biden.

The new law eliminates
the windfall elimination
provision and government
pension offset that for
decades had reduced the
amount some Americans
receive in Social Security
benefits.

Maine Republican Sen.
Susan Collins, who attend-
ed the signing ceremony at
the White House, released
a written statement saying
she was “pleased” that
“these unfair provisions in
our Social Security system
have finally been
repealed.”

“This is a victory for
thousands of teachers, first
responders, public ser-
vants, and the countless
advocates who fought for
years to correct this unfair-
ness,” Collins wrote. “For
too long, the WEP and GPO
have denied retirees and
their spouses the Social
Security benefits ...”

Consumer Cellular

BiG WIRELESS
COVERAGE, WITHOUT
BIG WIRELESS COST.

Switch & Save Today.

@ 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 eredit for AutoPay and
E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and

is subject to system limitations.

Quality Color Copies

FEATURING 28+# WHITE DIGITAL COPIER
BOND AS OUR STANDARD PAPER

* Flyers

Communicate in color with our high-quality and
highly affordable, four-color copying services.
Whether it’s a business presentation or a
personal project, our friendly, helpful staff gets
your job done quickly and easily.

Prompt Turnaround ¢ Rush Service Available

GRAPHIC
~ PRINTING

309 West Main Street, Portland, IN 47371

print@thecr.com

260-126-8141

* Posters

e Graphic Design
* Business Cards

* Brochures

o Letterhead

e Carbonless Forms
e Customized Forms

e Envelopes
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Dave Coverly

P ARE NOU SURe?

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

Cter by King Featismes Synd
www. famitycireus.com

By Bil Keane

“There he is! Somebody run
upstairs and stomp on
the floor!”

1070 boma Vi LLE, T, by vows Mckiew

RUNNING OUT TO
HELP ME, MARCIE

Peanuts
I DONT EVEN WELL, THOSE HOCKEY ' LET'S 60
ARARES ST | SRR MRS | [RDTRLEY ) s | SSEANT [ TR
PENE R... |
i TUME. AND 40U CAME || THE ICE HUMZA_ P10t 11 Feiyiee | eREE

WAWANOON.80m

SPANS, SIR!

Rose is Rose

LIMIT... TAKE B NOTE TO
PECIDE WHICH KT
STAY. s

-

ONE NAPPING KITTY 19 MY

2025 UFS,inc.
Distribited by Andraws McMeel Syndication

“QINOTE€OR - - - -~ - . -
FaTh M. s e U
=]

° == L&
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T AM &OING TO
OF VARIOUS THINGS.

BE A FAMOUS DESIGNER

Hi and Lois

T THINK
You HAYE
OR TINY

OK...FINE ' HOLSTERS
FOR SLEDGEHAMMERS

WITH OPEN FINGERS.

LACE GLONES

UGH! HOW
CAN YOU
EAT THAT
MUSHZ!

b3

/\ \

WIDPUAG Sa1ree. Bug 1 PRI 31 FUBADD 202

wosaTRUEH

I CAN'T JUST
CHOMP DOWN ON A
FILET MIGNON,
Y KNOW!

-8

Between Friends

“ TRACKING TECHNoLOGY
QUSED IN THIS STORE™ —
CAN You BELIEVE THAT =
You CANT Bud A BAG oF

PoTATOES WITHOUT BEWS |

Blondie

I DoN'T LIKETHIS ONE
BIT! IT's AN

£ J INVAsION ofF PRIVAcy!

i¢ \T5 Bl BROTHER.Y

CANT WE Go oUT
IN PuBLiC WiTHouT
BEING SUBJECTED
To SCRUTINY 21t

WHAT ARE You
LooKiING AT™

S
A NIGHT ) @0

Snuffy Smith

OUR DISAGREEMENT, Y WOULD

I'M SORRY ABOUT {

HONEY..LET'S JUST [BE NICE, |
KISS IT AWAY AND CEAR r]:
CALL IT é—/ :

s

THAT 1]

-

DID IT WORKT? ) NOT EVEN
CLOSE,
DEAR
|
7

Ny

|
\ \

HEARD ENMNY

. World s raservad,
o0
2
m

£2025 by King Faatures Syndicatz, Inc. World fighis raser

I CAN TELL YA
ALL OF 'EM,
JQUGHAID !

TIME

comicskngeom combamey-google-and- snufty-cmith

IF'™N I
R'MEMBER 'EM BY TH'

TO HEAR ‘EM !

CAN STILL

YA GIT OLD "NUFF

1TSS
TO

WIT

FEW STORIES

BEEN NICE
SHARE A

H MY MEN

125 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicaly

[

CAN WE GO TO OUR
TENTS NOW,

309 W. Main St.

The Commereial Revizw

your daily newspaper
260-726-8141 # www.thecr.com

Portland, IN 47371

THE WORLD A

Carr, us TODAYY
Susscrmss AND SAVE!!

s.f

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
ree Trimming, Removal,
Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Auts Sales & Serice, Tue.

Highway 67 W,
Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

Wendel's

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning

X\ Von Schrader Dry

8 ! Foam Cleaning

P N8 For Quick Drying,

Residential &
Commercial

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
Cell 260-729-2797

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

Bricker s Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

ACA Marketplace
health insurance
OPEN
ENROLLEMENT
November 1, 2024
to
January 15, 2025
MA}‘T FRANKS
our nom

y etown agent
(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

Contract
Bridge

s By

Steve Becker

It takes two to tango

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable,
NORTH
4J108
Q10
4985
AKQ
WEST
a4
YK9742
+K10732
L2

1072
EAST

AT
vI8653
Q6
#AR43

SOUTH

KQ9653

A

A4

165

L L d

The bidding:
South ~ West
1 & Pass
44

Opening lead — nine of clubs,

There are many worthwhile con-
ventions that enable a good defen-
sive pair to score all the tricks to
which they're entitled. Some play-
ers ignore these conventions, rely-
ing more on instinct than science,
but this is a dangerous way to play
the game.

Take the present deal, which fea-
tures top-notch partnership defense.
West leads @ club, Fast winning
dummy’s queen with the ace. East.
diagnosing the lead as a possible
singleton, returns the three of clubs,
rufted by West with the deuce.

North
24

East
Pass

East’s return of the three, rather
than just any club, is conventional,
1t says that, as between hearts and
diamonds. he would prefer that
West lead the lower-ranking suit
next. (Had East preferred a heart
return, he would have led the eight
of clubs to ask for the higher-
ranking suil.)

Accordingly, West leads the dia-
mond three to Basts queen and
South’s ace. Declarer plays a (rump
to dummy’s jack and Easts ace,
and now East has a genvine prob-
lem.

If he thinks West has another
trump, Last should return a club;
but il he thinks West has no more
trumps, his best chance is a dia-
mond return. With only his own 13
cards to rely on, Lust might casily
go wrong and hand South the con-
tract. But another convention, the
trump echo, comes to his rescue.

West's ruff with the two of spades,
followed later by the play of the
four, denies a holding of three
trumps. If West had started with
the 6-4-2, for example, he would
have ruffed the club at trick two
with the four and later played the
deuce to indicate possession of a
third trump,

East therefore returns a diamond
at trick five, and four spades goes
down two, With a club return,
South makes the contract,

Tomorrow: The rabbit-in-the-hat trick.
#2025 King Teatures Syndicate Inc,

1-8

TNELFHN W EIGHFKN

CRYPTOQUIP

SNPU

RND RIIYH DWMZ LGU QPIMNWG

IP RLM, QNIQX

N ZLSN ELXXNY

KN L ELPTWSIPN.

Yesterday’s

Cryptoquip: WHEN SEVERAL

RESEARCH LABS ARE CULTIVATING SIMILAR
BACTERIA, THERE MIGHT BE A CULTURE WAR.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals P

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 39 Navarro DOWN 20 Cham-
1 Banner on“The 1 Two- pagne
5 Invoice View" stroke brand
fig. 41 Mauso- drumbeat 22 Ripped
8 Experts leum 2 Misplace 23 Rep
12 Earring 43 Con- 3 Border on 25 Candied
site tinue 4 Swiss veggie
13 Brit's 46 Skiers' metrop- 26 Resis-
restroom mecca olis tance unit
14 Carry on 50 Bank 5 Foreman 27 Capital of
15 Capital statement  foe Syria
of Para- no. 6 Cattle call 29 Make
guay 51 Capital of 7 Author over
17 Slender India Morrison 31 Sigma
weapon 54 Close 8 Venezu- follower
18 Rationed 55 Crime elan corn 32 QBs’
(out) lab evi- patty goals
19 Urges dence 9 Capital 34 Glitzy
forward 56 Motown of South rock
21“LaDolce  genre Africa genre
- 57 Bouguet 10 Daring 38 Fixate
24 Granola 58 Tofu Knievel 40 Peculiar
morsel source 11 Beholds 42 Irate
25Luke's  59Norms 16 Roman 43 Grate
teacher (Abbr.) 401 44 Canyon
28 Folklore come-
monster  Solution time: 23 mins. back
30 Mel of 45 Con-
Coopers- cludes
town 47 Con-
33 “Caught spiracy
yal” 48 Barak of
34 Welcome Israel
35 Bankroll 49 Guitarist
36 “Tasty!” Lofgren
37 Give 52 Rock
tempo- producer
rarily Brian
38 Burden Yesterday’s answer 18 53 Method
1 [2 |3 |4 5 |6 |7 g o [10 1
12 13 14
15 16 17
18 19 |20
21 22 |23 24
25 (26 [27 28 29 30 [31 |32
3 34 35
36 7 38
39 |40 4 42
43 |44 45 46 47 (48 |49
50 51 |52 |53
54 55 56
57 58 59

CLAS

The Commercial

GET IT IN THE

You never know what you might find in

From a new car to a new home, to a new
job,
the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com
or call

260-726-8141

SIFIEDS

Review Classifieds.

WE ARE CELEBRATING

Albany: 765-789-8036
YOWUWU are the reason

www.alaskaheatingandcooling.com

LASKA

Heating & Cooling

we are in business!

29 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

ACCULEVEL. YOUR
foundation repair and
basement waterproofing
experts. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or
concrete slab we?ll guide
you on the right path to a
healthy home. Act now!
Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free
consultation. 1-877-229-
0197

ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.

BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution.

CALL FOR Your Free
Author’'s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/hoosier

CALL LEAFGUARD
and say goodbye to gut-
ter cleaning for good. No
cleaning. No leaking. No
water damage. No more
ladder accidents. Get
LeafGuard today and be
protected for life. FREE
estimate. Financing
available. 20% off total
purchase (Restrictions
may apply.) Call 1-866-
641-9158

CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no
hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and
text, starting at just
$20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-
572-5165

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-
844-244-7025 www.den-
tal50plus.com/hoosier
#6258

DIRECTV- All  your
entertainment. Nothing
on your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first
three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice
package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931

DONATE YOUR car,
truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle  pickup and
receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-877-414-
2352 today!

ELIMINATE GUTTER
cleaning forever! LeafFil-
ter, the most advanced
debris-blocking  gutter
protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. Plus 10%
Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-361-
4260

FREEDOMCARE. LET
your loved ones care for
you and get paid!tPaid
by Medicaid. Choose
family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check
your eligibility today! Call
FreedomCare now! 1-
844-563-4012

GET A break on your
taxes! Donate your car,
truck, or SUV to assist
the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a
swift, no-cost vehicle
pickup and secure a gen-
erous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the
Blind Today at 1-833-
587-2145 today!

JACUZZI BATH
Remodel can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one
day. For a limited time,
waiving ALL installation
costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-
866-937-1159
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Ohio State wins in double OT

By MARCUS FULLER
Star Tribune
Tribune News Service

Gophers coach Ben Johnson
faced the worst-case scenario
with his team’s first Big Ten win
this season on the line Monday
night against Ohio State.

A two-point lead and leading
scorer Dawson Garcia were gone
in an instant after he fouled out
with 5.4 seconds left in the sec-
ond half.

Even with that dire situa-
tion, the Gophers had chances to
pull out the win, but missed free
throws and poor late-game deci-
sions led to a tough-to-swallow
89-88 double overtime loss Mon-
day against the Buckeyes in
front of an announced crowd of
7,611 at Williams Arena.

The Gophers (87, 0-4)
saw Parker Fox, Lu’Cye Patter-
son and Isaac Asuma post career
highs in maroon and gold to com-
bine for 59 points. But Johnson
said going 12-for-27 on free
throws was a big reason why
they remain the only winless
team left in conference play. Ohio
State shot 29-for-32 at the foul
line.

“That’s a hurt locker room,”
Johnson said. “You've got an
opportunity right there to just
kind of back everything you've
been preaching and talking.
Everything that those guys have
been listening to and trying to
apply. It’s just hard when you
don’t reap the rewards of all of
that.”

The Buckeyes (10-5, 2-2), who
beat No. 4 Kentucky at Madison
Square Garden on Dec. 21,
avenged an 88-79 loss last year
in Minneapolis after an 8-0 run to

Tops ...

Tribune News Service/Star Tribune/Carlos Gonzalez

The Gophers’ Dawson Garcia (3) is defended by Ohio State’s Sean Stewart (13)
in the first half at Williams Arena on Monday night. The Buckeyes held off Minnesota 89-

88 in double overtime.

start the second overtime gave
them enough cushion to
escape. Devin Royal and Bruce
Thornton led five Ohio State play-
ers in double figures with 19 and
18 points, respectively.

Garcia, who didn’t score his
first points of the game until a
three-pointer around the 14-
minute mark in the second half,
was held to five points in 29 min-
utes. Another starter, Femi
Odukale also ended up sidelined
but with bruised ribs. He fell
awkwardly off the raised floor
and behind the basket on a

missed layup three minutes into
the second half.

With their biggest offensive
threat watching from the side-
line, the Gophers relied on big
plays from Fox and Patterson,
who combined for 16 points in the
two overtimes.

Fox’s baseline runner sent the
crowd into an uproar to give
the Gophers a 72-68 lead with
under a minute left in the first
overtime. That might have been
enough on any other night, but
this was a game that included 24
lead changes.

“You take it on the chin,” said
Fox, who had a team-high 21
points. “You take it as a group of
men, and you got to find a way to
get a solution from it. I hate say-
ing that over and over again, but
it’s the truth. There’s no other
way around it. We don’t have a
locker room that wants to fall
over and quit.”

After Ohio State’s Micah Par-
rish was called for a travel late in
the first overtime, Asuma made
the second of two free throws to
extend it to a 73-70 advantage
with 9.4 seconds left.

Sports on tap

Mike Mitchell Jr.,, who had 18
points, missed two free throws
with a chance to extend it to a
four-point advantage with six
seconds left for the Gophers.

Johnson’s frustration grew
when Kadyn Betts mistakenly
fouled Ohio State’s John Mob-
ley after the Buckeyes inbounded
the ball, which led to the tying
free throws to force a second OT.

In the second half, Asuma’s
third three-pointer gave
the Gophers their largest lead at
59-52 with just under six minutes
left, but Ohio State went on a 10-3
run to tie it.

With the score 62-62 in regula-
tion, Garcia missed two free
throws with less than two min-
utes to play, but his teammates
seemingly bailed him out. Fox’s
steal on the ensuing possession
led to an uncontested dunk for
Garcia for a two-point lead.

That seemed to end it until a
late turnover gave the Buckeyes
the chance to steal the victory
with the botched defensive rota-
tion that led to Garcia fouling
out.

Johnson was hoping to see
the Gophers get what he called a
“breakthrough win” soon. They
lost to Michigan State, Indiana
and Purdue by an average of
nearly 18 points per game to open
the conference slate, but they
never had a chance like they did
Monday.

“It just comes down to making
plays down the stretch, which we
weren’t able to do to secure the
victory,” Asuma said. “We just
have to learn from it and just
push through and breakthrough
to figure it out for the rest of the
season.”

Continued from page 8

They dominated the
glass and closed period
on a 12-0 run to cut their
deficit to eight entering
the final frame.

Clowney scored nine of
his 14 points in a third-
quarter run where he
went 2-for-2 from deep.
Fernandez played nine
guys in the period, and
all but Williams and
Day’Ron Sharpe got a
bucket.

The Pacers led by 24

points two minutes into
the second half.

“I was very, very proud
of them and the way they
played all the way
through,” Fernandez
said. “Just kept fighting
until the end.”

But it wasn’t enough.
Indiana woke up and won
the fourth quarter 35-29
to earn its 19th win of the
season.

Brookyln just ran out
of firepower in the end.

Tyrese Haliburton and

Bennedict Mathurin led
the Pacers with 23 and 20
points, respectively, and
Pascal Siakam added 19
points.

Sharpe was the Nets’
leading scorer with 16
points off the bench.

Brooklyn also turned it
over 14 times, which gift-
ed the Pacers 23 points. It
failed to score 100 points
for a second straight
game, falling to 13-23 this
season 0-2 in its current
homestand.

Local schedule
Thursday

Jay County — Swim tri meet - 6 p.m.;
Freshman boys basketball vs. Ander-
son — 6 p.m.; Junior high boys basket-
ball at Selma — 5:30 p.m.; Junior high
girls basketball vs. Fort Recovery — 6
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball vs.
New Bremen — 6 p.m.; Middle school
boys basketball vs. Celina — 5:30 p.m.;
Middle school girls basketball at Jay
County — 6 p.m.

Friday

Jay County — Girls wrestling regional
at Alexandria - 9 a.m.; Swim Jay Coun-
ty Invitational (diving) — 6 p.m.; Girls bas-
ketball (varsity only) at Bluffton — 6:30
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys bowling vs.
Fort Loramie — 4:30 p.m.; Girls bowling

vs. Fort Loramie — 4:30 p.m.; Boys bas-
ketball at New Bremen — 6 p.m.

TV sports
Wednesday

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Connecticut at Villanova (FS1)

7 p.m. — Men'’s college basketball:
USC at Indiana (BTN); Mississippi at
Arkansas (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — NBA basketball: Oklaho-
ma City Thunder at Cleveland Cavaliers
(ESPN); Chicago Bulls at Indiana Pac-
ers (FDSN Indiana)

7:30 p.m. — NHL hockey: Colorado
Avalanche at Chicago Blackhawks
(TNT)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Penn State at Illinois (BTN)

8:30 p.m. — Women’s college bas-
ketball: USC at Maryland (FS1)

9:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: San

Antonio Spurs at Milwaukee Bucks
(ESPN)

10 p.m. — NHL hockey: Florida Pan-
thers at Utah Hockey Club (TNT)

10:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Air Force at San Diego State (FS1)

Thursday

2 p.m. — Soccer: Super Cup — Mallor-
ca at Real Madrid (ESPN2)

5 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Texas A&M at Souther carolina
(ESPN2)

6 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Purdue at Rutgers (FS1); Oregon at Ohio
State (BTN)

7:30 p.m. — College football: Notre
Dame at Penn State (ESPN)

8 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Washington at Michigan State (BTN)

8:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Portland
Trail Blazers at Dallas Mavericks (ABC)

STATEWIDE STATEWIDE 190 FARMERS

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR COLUMN 200 FOR RENT
NEW WINDOWS from WESLEY FINANCIAL be conducting their PHER BUBP Loy Auction AG RENTAL Spreaders: access with loading
Window Nation. Special Group, LLC Timeshare annual farm machinery Loy Auction AC#31600027 BBI, Artsway Vertical. docks and overhead
money saving offer A Cancellation Experts  consignment auction at AC31600027 Auctioneers New Holland 228 skid cranes available. Con-
zero down, zero pay- Over $50,000,000 in the Coldwater football Auctioneers Gary Loy AU01031608  loaders  w/full  cab, tact Sycamore Group,

ments, zero interest for
TWO years AND buy 2
windows and get 2
FREE! Offer is valid for
select models. Labor not
included. Other restric-
tions apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725

PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271

PREPARE FOR power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-866-
953-2203 today to
schedule a free quote.
It?s not just a generator.
It?s a power move.

PREPARE FOR power
outages with Briggs &
Stratton/££  PowerPro-
tect(TM) standby gener-
ators - the most powerful
home standby genera-
tors available. Industry-
leading comprehensive
warranty - 7 years ($849
value.) Proudly made in
the U.S.A. Call Briggs &

Stratton 1-877-798-
0270.
SAFE STEP. North

Americais #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and
service. Now featuring
our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-855-743-
1911

WE BUY Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-
855-655-7718

timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207

WHEN YOU want the
best, you want Omaha
Steaks! 100% guaran-
teed and delivered to
your door! Our Butcheris
Deluxe Package makes
a great gift and comes
with 8 FREE Burgers
ONLY $99.99. Call 1-
866-309-8556 and men-
tion code 77318GER or
visit www.oma-

hasteaks.com/Deluxe98
78

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

ISEAMSTRESS NANIi
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquE,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

GOODHEWIS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

48TH ANNUAL
COLDWATER YOUNG
FARMERS

CONSIGNMENT AUC-

TION
Saturday February 8,

2025

The Coldwater Young

Farmer Association will

stadium parking lot in
Coldwater, Ohio.
For more information on
consigning your farm
machinery please call:
Dusty Uhlenhake 419-
733-3096
Rick Uhlenhake 419-
852-0800
Machinery consigned by
January 17, 2025 can
be advertised

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

BID ONLINE NOW!
Real Estate & Personal
Auction
Real Estate Ends
Jan. 14th @ 3pm
2 Beds/1 Ba.
840 sq. ft., with fire-
place,

w/ 1 Car Garage .
OPEN HOUSE
Sun. Jan. 5th @ 1-2pm
Sun, Jan. 12th @ 1-2pm
Personal Property Sells
online Ending Jan. 15th
@ 6pm
For Details go to
www. NessBros.com
Sellers: Nesbitt
Guardian
Anna 260.264.1319
Auction Manager

REAL ESTATE AUC-
TION
Saturday, January 11,
2025
10:00 AM
Location of Sale:
Bearcreek Farms
8341 N 400 E, Bryant,
IN
Real Estate:
56.54 acres-Sec. 4
Bearcreek Twp. Property
located East of 27 on
Jay & Adams Co. Line.
Selling 2 parcels & com-
binations.
Marilyn Hough, Owner
Sale conducted by
Green Auction A 260-
589-8474.

See SoldonGreen.com
for details and flyers.
Rob Green AU19500011

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bearcreek
Farms, 8341 N 400 E,
Bryant, IN
January 6th, 2025
6:00 P.M.

75 Acres-Bearcreek
Township
Jay County, IN
Parcel 1-55 acres with
53 acres of tillable
ground. Soil types
include Blount-Glywood,
Pewamo and Glywood
clay.

Parcel 2-20 acres of
woods.

Parcel 3-Combination of
Parcels 1 and 2.
Acreages are subject to
pending survey. Farm
has access off Highway
27

For more information
contact Gary Loy, Auc-
tioneer (260) 726-5160
or Kim Loy, Real Estate

Broker at (260) 726-

2700
LANA NINDE, JULIE
HUMMEL, CORBY
BUBP AND CHRISTO-

REAL ESTATE PUBLIC
AUCTION
Located: 935 W Walnut
St,

Portland, IN
January 14th, 2025
6:00 P. M.

This residential property
offers a 2 bedroom
home with approximate-
ly 892 square feet of liv-
ing space. Additional
features of the home
include 1 full bath, new
gas forced air furnace
with central air, new
water heater, vinyl sid-
ing, asphalt shingle roof,
and concrete patio with
covered canopy. Prop-
erty also has a 22i x 22i
detached garage and
fenced in back yard.
This property would
make an excellent
starter home or rental
investment property.
For more information or
private showing contact
Gary Loy Auctioneer at
260-726-5160 or Kim
Loy Real Estate Broker
at 260-726-2700 or
Missy Puterbaugh at
260-224-4200
PATRICIA GIBSON

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling.  260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

DUNKIRK FIRE
DEPARTMENT IS cur-
rently seeking a full-time
firefighter. Current hours
are two 24-hour shifts a
week with the possibility
of overtime when
required. Minimum
requirements: Firefighter
I & Il certified, Emer-
gency Responder, cur-
rent CPR, HazMat
Awareness, and a valid
Driveris License. Appli-
cations are available at
the Dunkirk Municipal
Office.

DUNN FAMILY Dental
Care is looking for a pro-
fessional, friendly, detail
oriented full time Dental

Assistant. Radiology
license helpful but not
required. Benefits

include paid time off, 4
day work week, retire-
ment benefits and more.
Drop off resume at 110
West North Street, Port-
land or email us at
drdunn@dunnfamilyden-
talcare.co

DUNN FAMILY Dental
Care is looking to add a
detail oriented, organ-
ized, professional full
time Sterilization Techni-
cian. No previous dental
experience is needed,
willing to provide training
and additional areas for
growth. Benefits include
paid time off, 4 day work
week, retirement benefits
and more. Drop off
resume at 110 West
North Street, Portland or
email us at
drdunn@dunnfamilyden-
talcare.com

heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad

419-678-5318,
WWw.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumis Salvage

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

Public Notice

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS FOR

PLACEMENT ON BIDDERS LIST
Notice is hereby given that Jay County, Indiana, is creating a
bidder’s list for its Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation Program.
Homes within Jay County will be rehabilitated through Com-
munity Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds. Each home
may receive up to $25,000 for improvements. Each home will be
bid individually. The work will include roof repair or replace-
ment, ADA accessibility, heating and cooling replacement,
water heater replacement, and lighting and electrical upgrades.
Persons interested in placement on the bidder’s list must sub-
mit their name, company name, phone number, address, email,
and Federal ID number or Social Security number to Chris
Nevels at Chris. NEVELS@egis-group.com.
Contractors must meet all county and state licensing require-
ments. Proof of adequate liability insurance and workmen’s
compensation coverage must be provided. Contractors are re-
quired to maintain liability coverage for work done throughout
the construction period. The policy must name the Office of
Community and Rural Affairs (OCRA) as additionally insured.
The Office of Community and Rural Affairs (OCRA) has adopted
a state goal of 10% participation for minority and female-owned
businesses. These businesses are encouraged to participate.
The work to be performed under this contract is subject to the
requirements of section 3 of the Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Act of 1968, as amended, 12 U.S.C. 1701u (section 3). The
purpose of section 3 is to ensure that employment and other eco-
nomic opportunities generated by HUD assistance or HUD-as-
sisted projects covered by section 3 shall, to the greatest extent
feasible, be directed to low- and very low-income persons, par-
ticularly persons who are recipients of HUD assistance for

housing.

Bidders on this work shall be required to comply with the pro-
visions of the President’s Executive Order No. 11246, as

amended.

A meeting will be held on January 16, 2025, at 10:00 am at the
auditorium in the courthouse located at 120 N. Court Street,
Portland, Indiana 47371. Any contractor interested in bidding
on this program is encouraged to attend.

The first set of homes is available for bid. Bid specifications can
be obtained from Chris Nevels at Chris. NEVELS@egis-

group.com.

Only bids received by Auditor’s Office at 120 N. Court Street
Suite 202. before 8:45 am (Eastern Time) on January 27, 2025, will
be considered. The envelope must be marked “Jay County OOR
Group 1.” Bids may be mailed or hand-delivered to the Audi-
tor’s Office at 120 N. Court Street Suite 202. No electronic bids
will be accepted. Jay County Commissioners will open bids on
January 27, 2025, at 9:15 am in the auditorium.

If there are any questions regarding the program or improve-
ments to the houses, please contact Chris Nevels at 317-558-7540.
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Get all of your local
sports information online
by visiting thecr.com

Jay County swimmers host
three-team meet Thursday,
see Sports on tap

Sports
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Cotton Bowl
prepares for
winter weather

Snow is
expected
ahead of

playoff
semifinal
in Texas

By LIA ASSIMAKOPOULOS
The Dallas Morning News
Tribune News Service

DALLAS — Fans traveling
to Arlington this week for
the Cotton Bowl featuring
Texas and Ohio State may be
met with wintery weather con-
ditions.

Weather forecasters are
expecting a strong cold front in
the region, which began Sun-
day, with high temperatures
around 40 degrees and with
lows in the 20s this week. Mete-
orologists are calling for “mea-
surable” snow to begin falling
Wednesday night on Dallas-
Fort Worth.

The rain-snow mix is expect-
ed to last into Friday, accord-
ing to the National Weather
Service in Fort Worth.

The Cotton Bowl at AT&T
Stadium will be the site of the
College Football Playoff semi-
final game between Texas
and Ohio State, which kicks
off Friday at 7:30 p.m. ET. Fan
events are scheduled to begin
Thursday.

Cotton Bowl officials said in

a statement to The Dallas
Morning News that they are

aware of the anticipated
weather conditions ahead of
the game.

“We are routinely monitor-
ing weather reports and we are
in close contact with AT&T
Stadium and local officials,”
a Cotton Bowl spokesperson
said. “We always have plans for
inclement weather. Should con-
ditions warrant it, we will
communicate to everyone
attending and connected with
this year’s Goodyear Cotton
Bowl Classic.”

The spokesperson did not
respond to questions about
whether the Cotton Bowl and
College Football Playoff are
considering postponing the
game due to weather.

Just over a decade ago, AT&T
Stadium had icy conditions
when hosting the Super
Bowl in 2011. Though snow did
not fall on the day of the game
in Arlington, nearly four inch-
es accumulated the week
before.

That led to a halftime show
worker suing the Dallas Cow-
boys and stadium architects
after he was injured by ice and
snow falling from AT&T Stadi-
um. The worker said he suf-
fered a skull fracture and last-
ing medical problems as a
result.

An out-of-court settlement
was reached in 2014.

At least six people suffered a
range of injuries on the Friday
before Super Bowl XLV when
warming weather melted lay-
ers of ice and snow on the sta-
dium roof.

Since that Super Bowl, the
Cowboys have installed a
ridge-like ice guard on the sta-
dium roof to prevent similar
problems.

The guard is designed to stop
or slow the slide of ice and
snow and break up larger
chunks. The team also
installed a system that pumps
warmer water onto the roof to
prevent build-up of ice and
SNOW.

Long shot

Jay County High School sophomore Jayden Comer launches a 3-pointer from
near half court Saturday in front of Muncie Central’'s Shemar Taylor. The Patriots
knocked off the Bearcats 36-28 to even their record at 4-4. They will be in action again

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Saturday when they host Adams Central.
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Contact Lindsey at

L.Cochran@thecr.com or (260) 726-8141

Indiana tops the
short-handed Nets

Pacers pull
away from
Brooklyn
in fourth

By C.J. HOLMES
New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

The Nets played with-
out Cam Thomas, Cam
Johnson, D’Angelo Rus-
sell and others.

The Pacers were happy
to take advantage.

The Indiana Pacers
pulled away from a short-
handed Brooklyn Nets
squad Monday night for a
113-99 victory.

Brooklyn started Keon
Johnson, Tyrese Martin,
Ziaire Williams, Noah
Clowney and Nic Claxton
and found itself down 16
points at halftime while
shooting just 34.8% from
the field and 31.6% from
3-point range with eight
turnovers.

Indiana had three play-
ers in double figures in
the first half while the
Nets, paced by Williams
and Martin, had none.

However, sometimes
the scariest opponents
are a group of guys with
something to prove and
nothing to lose. These
Nets kept chipping away.

The Nets limited Indi-
ana to 31.8% shooting (2-
for-11 from deep) in the
third quarter and con-
verted on 52% of their
attempts.

See Tops page 7

e Vaccines &
Preventive Care

¢ lliness, Injury &
Surgical Care

* Flea & Heartworm
Prevention

* Allergies &
Nutrition

Hours:
Mon - Fri. 8-5 p.m.
call for appt on
Saturda

They're in Good
Hands Here

5‘? -

Portland Veterinary Clinic

1407 Votaw St. e Portland e 260-726-737

http://www.portlandvet.net e Christian Bader DVM




