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Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  27 degrees Wednes-
day. The low was 17.

Snow is expected tonight
with light accumulation possi-
ble and winds gusting to 20
miles per hour. The low will be

18. Expect partly cloudy skies
Saturday with a high in the mid
20s. A cold snap is expected next
week, with lows dropping to
below zero.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers avail-
able today. Trailers will be
open from 9 a.m. to noon in the
shopping center at 220 Lincoln
St., Portland, and Dunkirk
City Park.

Saturday — Results from
the girls wrestling regional
tournament.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Jay County Council
meeting.

Wednesday — Details from
next week’s Dunkirk City
Council meeting.

Weather In review Coming up

By CASEY SMITH
and WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana’s Senate Republicans
pegged property tax relief  as its
top priority during the 2025 leg-
islative session — but leadership
cautioned that a firm plan is still
far from being codified.

The majority caucus, which
unveiled its new agenda on
Wednesday, is also promising to
address rising Medicaid costs,
water resource management and
state contract accountability.

Meanwhile, lawmakers in the
House also convened on the ses-
sion’s first day, and House Democ-
rats shared their priorities.

Senate Majority Leader Rodric
Bray emphasized that the 2025
session will, above all else, center
around the next state budget.
Given Indiana’s cooling economy,
he said crafting a new two-year

spending plan will be “particular-
ly challenging.” 

“Our revenue growth, while
positive, is not at the record levels
that we saw in recent years. We’re
also grounded with a Medicaid
budget trying to explode, and
inflation that is causing the cost
of  just about every function of
government to increase,” Bray
continued. “Nevertheless, Senate
Republicans are committed to
passing another balanced budget
this year.”

Sen. Travis Holdman, R-Markle,

said Senate Bill 1 will be the pri-
mary property tax relief  vehicle
this session — a response to Gov.-
elect Mike Braun’s proposed tax
reforms.

The senator said the measure,
in its first draft, follows Braun’s
four-pillar plan that includes
immediate property tax cuts for
homeowners, as well as the intro-
duction of  a cap to limit future
growth. Other portions of  Braun’s
proposal include transparency on
tax calculations and reforming the
tax referendum process.  

The bill’s exact language has
yet to be published, however. Sen-
ate GOP staff  said priority meas-
ures aren’t expected to go online
until early next week.

“Property taxes are always a
topic of  conversation in this
building, but they’ve been espe-
cially prominent in recent years.
In Indiana, we’re fortunate to
have low property taxes, but
many Hoosiers have been under-
standably frustrated by large,
year-over-year increases in the
bills,” Holdman said, adding that
property tax relief  was a top cam-
paign issue during the 2024 guber-
natorial race.

With “a lot of  ideas on the
table” from other senators and
the House, Holdman said a final
property tax bill is likely to be
piecemeal and incorporate ele-
ments from those other propos-
als.

See Tax page 2

By TERRY CASTLEMAN
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

LOS ANGELES — Los Angeles
firefighters have made big gains
in battling the Sunset fire, which
had triggered mandatory evacua-
tion orders in Hollywood and the
Hollywood Hills late Wednesday.

“It’s a miracle that no homes
burned here,” one firefighter told
The Times. Hours earlier, the
flames had approached the man-
sions that line North Curson
Avenue. By 10:30 p.m., flames
were barely visible on the distant
hillside.

“These are really nice houses
up here,” one firemen said to
another as they watched a heli-
copter fly by to drop water. Fire-
fighters on scene said the fire had
been 50 acres at its peak, and was
now down to 42.3 — in retreat.

The blaze, for a short while,
raised alarms throughout Holly-
wood. A mandatory evacuation
order was issued around 5:30 p.m.
for areas north of  Hollywood
Boulevard and south of  Mulhol-
land Drive, and east of  Laurel
Canyon Boulevard and west of
the 101 freeway.

The was reported at 2350 N.
Solar Drive in the Hollywood
Hills.

The evacuation encompassed
iconic locations such as the TCL
Chinese Theatre, the Hollywood
Pantages Theatre, the Dolby
Theatre, and Ovation Holly-
wood, the shopping center in
Hollywood.

Earlier Wednesday, David
Potts, 66, stood on his front
porch just a few hundred yards
from the active fire, a fire truck
parked directly opposite him.

Just up the hill, the crackle of
flames punctuated the low hum
of  engines and flowing water.
Every seven minutes or so,
another helicopter came by and
dropped water which sprinkled
over the neighborhood. 

See Gains page 2

Tribune News Service/Los Angeles Times/Jason Armond

A firefighter sprays water on the Sunset fire on
Vista street on Wednesday in Los Angeles. Firefighters
have made big gains in battling the fire, which had triggered
mandatory evacuation orders in Hollywood and the
Hollywood Hills late Wednesday.
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Street circuit
A Shambaugh & Son construction engineering worker adjusts wiring Thursday on Meridian Street (U.S. 27) next

to its intersection with Main Street in Portland. Workers installed and adjusted wiring in the street and filled corresponding
cuts made in the street Thursday. Some equipment for stop lights and pedestrian signals have recently reappeared along
the road, which has had ongoing construction since last year.

GOP prioritizing property tax relief

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

It’s time to look at some
updated numbers.

Jay County Council
agreed Wednesday to
move forward with con-
sulting firm Waggoner,
Irwin, Scheele and Associ-
ates conducting a new
salary analysis on county
employees.

The process involves
comparing employees’
wages to similar jobs in
other counties and provid-
ing the county with salary
ranges to be used while
considering raises during
the budgeting process.

In recent years, Jay
County employees have
seen various raises across
departments in an effort
to make salaries compara-
ble to neighboring coun-
ties. The county last con-
ducted a salary analysis in
2023 to be used in 2024. 

Answering a question
from council vice presi-
dent Cindy Bracy, Franks
said the county typically
conducts a salary analysis
every three to four years.
However, wages for county
employees have already
made it to the midpoint
– the median salary sug-
gestions made in the last
analysis. Franks estimat-
ed the overall cost for the
study will be around
$10,000.

Franks shared an initial
proposition from Wag-
goner, Irwin, Scheele and
Associates with council in
November. She said
Wednesday the company
won’t be able to begin the
study until August.

Addressing a comment
made by council member
Harold Towell in support
of  the measure, Franks
noted salary analyses
done by outside compa-
nies also serve as protec-
tion in case of  a lawsuit
regarding salaries.

Council agreed to move
forward with the process.

See Council page 2

Firm
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Council hires
Waggoner,

Irwin, Scheele
and Associates
to look at data

Firefighters make gains

Medicaid and water management
are also among focuses in Senate

Sunset fire
spanned
as many
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Today
Grile, Steven: 6 p.m., Baird-

Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Sunday
Hunt, Ruth Ann: 1:30 p.m.,

Covenant Presbyterian Church,
415 N. Main St., Springboro,
Ohio.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
Also Wednesday, council

(Bryan Alexander and Harold
Towell opposing) made a $3,391.88
additional appropriation for
design firm Rundell Ernstberger
and Associates’ study and design
work related to developing the
county’s 68 acres on the western
edge of  Portland.

Council originally looked at the
full remaining amount budgeted
for the contract ($243,852.57) list-
ed on the agenda for approval.

Council president Matt Min-
nich noted the county has already
signed a contract not to exceed
$400,000 with the company and
suggested approving the full
amount. Other council members
questioned that recommenda-
tion, noting the contract is paid in
billable hours and saying they’d
like to keep tabs on the compa-
ny’s progress.

Questions arose about the City
of  Portland’s lack of  involvement
in the project, with council mem-
ber Bryan Alexander saying the

topic hasn’t been brought to Port-
land. Council member Mike
Brewster said Portland represen-
tatives could have attended Jay
County meetings related to the
project. (In August, Rundell Ern-
stberger and Associates represen-
tative Cecil Penland and consult-
ant Ed Curtin shared a presenta-
tion of  the proposed project with
the city council. No request for
funds has been made to Portland
City Council for the project.)

Council also agreed to meet at 5
p.m. Feb. 12 in joint session with
Jay County Commissioners
ahead of  council’s regularly
scheduled meeting.

Franks pointed to new council
members Mike Brewster and
Bryan Alexander and new com-
missioners Doug Horn and
Duane Monroe, who took office in
January. She and county attorney
Wes Schemenaur suggested
undergoing a financial update
with Jason Semler of  consulting
firm Baker Tilly in a joint ses-
sion. (Franks shared a study com-

pleted by Semler in August 2023
related to financing options for
the county.)

Schemenaur noted Semler has
provided financial updates to the
county for years. He referenced
questions from officials regard-
ing the county’s different revenue
sources. He also noted potential
changes regarding property taxes
that could be made during Indi-
ana General Assembly’s legisla-
tive session — a few council mem-
bers expressed concern about
hearing from Semler prior to the
end of  the legislative session
— but still suggested Semler meet
with county officials next month
to share a general overview of  the
county’s finances.

In other business, council
members Towell, Alexander, Matt
Minnich, Cindy Bracy, Randy
May, Mike Brewster and Faron
Parr:

•Made a $1 million additional
appropriation (Alexander oppos-
ing) for professional services
related to the county’s owner-

occupied rehabilitation program.
The grant dollars, awarded by
Indiana Office of  Community
and Rural Affairs for participat-
ing in its Hoosier Enduring Lega-
cy Program, must be formally
appropriated before the county
makes payments using the funds,
explained auditor Emily Franks.

•Made the following other addi-
tional appropriations: $326,521 in
ARPA dollars for purchasing and
implementing Low Associates’
Windows Payroll software for Jay
County Auditor’s Office and Jay
County Treasurer’s Office and
one year of  maintenance;
$264,626 in ARPA dollars for buy-
ing body and vehicle cameras for
Jay County Sheriff ’s Office, with
sheriff  Ray Newton pointing out
the equipment has been delivered
and hopes are to begin installa-
tion and training on the cameras
at the beginning of  February;
$244,189.80 in ARPA dollars for
replacing the bridge on county
road 600 West north of  Indiana 26
with a culvert; and $7,000 for an

invoice from Ritter Strategic
Services for its work in the study
addressing emergency responder
radio equipment. 

•Re-appointed Minnich as pres-
ident and Bracy as vice president.

•Made various council appoint-
ments to oversee county depart-
ments and act as representatives
on county boards.

•Re-appointed Randy
Geesaman and Kelly Herman to
one-year terms on Property Tax
Assessment Board of  Appeals.

•OK’d a request from Jay Coun-
ty Clerk Missy Elliott to use an
additional cash drawer in her
office, with Elliott explaining she
would like to be able to help with
customers as needed. (Elliott has
worked in the office for years and
took over in January as clerk.)

•Approved $72,716.62 in encum-
brances from 2024 to 2025.

•Heard Bracy thank Newton for
sharing extra food supplies
recently from Jay County Jail’s
new food service with Jay County
Country Living.

Council ...

Continued from page 1
“I fully expect this bill

to change as it moves to
the Senate, the House …
Together, we are commit-
ted to providing property
needs to Hoosiers, but
we’ve also got to balance
the needs for schools and
local units of  govern-
ments like counties,
cities, towns and town-
ships,” Holdman said.
“Our goal is to find a
sweet spot for this bill.”

Another priority bill
would introduce a cap to
the state’s Healthy Indi-
ana Plan, an expansion
of  traditional Medicaid
to cover moderate-
income Hoosiers who
can’t afford other
options.

Sen. Ryan Mishler’s
proposal would limit the
number of  enrollees to
500,000 — below the
692,028 beneficiaries cur-
rently on HIP — and limit
Hoosiers to 36 months of
coverage over their life-
time.

“Keep in mind that this
is childless adults that
are able-bodied, working
individuals that are on
this plan and will contin-
ue to be on this plan,”
said Mishler, R-Mishawa-

ka. “… there’s a lot of
work to be done with
Medicaid, but I think this
bill is a start to work with
the administration and
get that under control.”

The fiscal impact of
the legislation is uncer-
tain, as 90% of  HIP’s
costs are covered by the
federal government and
the remaining 10% is
funded by a hospital
provider tax and ciga-
rette tax.

Additionally, the bill
would also reintroduce
work requirements —
something that would
have to be approved by
the federal government
— with limited excep-
tions. Mishler didn’t rule
out the possibility that
the proposal would cre-
ate another waitlist.

“If  you want to take
away waitlists, then you
have to say, ‘Do we want
to cut education to not
have waitlists? I mean,
those are the decisions
we’ll face here,” Mishler
said.

House Democrats dis-
agreed.

“Where there’s a will,
there’s a way,” said
House Minority Leader
Phil GiaQuinta.

Tax ...

Continued from page 1
He stopped to see if  the

water had extinguished a
burning tree he could see
from his perch.

His home of  11 years
sits next to Runyon
Canyon. Around 4:30 p.m.,
he saw a nearby fire on the
news and stepped outside
to a thick smell of  smoke.
He could see the flames
just a few hundred yards
up the hill, with one prop-
erty between him and the
blaze.

When the mandatory
evacuation notice came
shortly thereafter, his
wife, daughter and son-in-
law quickly packed and
left.

Gains ...

Photo provided

Holdman honored
The Indiana County Commissioners Board presented State Sen. Travis Holdman (R-

Markle), second from left, who represents Jay County, with its Commitment to Excellence
Award last month. The award is for “performing at an exemplary level while making notable
contributions to advance local government leadership.”

Lotteries

CR almanac

26/19 30/25 28/9 16/6 14/8
Saturday’s

forecast
shows mostly
cloudy skies
with wind
gusts reaching
up to 20 mph.

Wednes-
day should be
mostly sunny
with wind
chills reach-
ing as low as
-10 degrees.

Mostly
sunny on
Tuesday,
when the
wind chill
may dip to as
low as zero
degrees.

Mostly
cloudy on Sun-
day, when the
low will be in
the mid 20s.

Monday’s
weather looks
to be mostly
cloudy with
temperatures
nearing single
digits degrees
late.

Saturday
1/11

Sunday
1/12

Monday
1/13

Tuesday
1/14

Wednesday
1/15

Powerball
1-20-36-38-43
Power Ball: 24
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$263 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $77

million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-3-9
Daily Four: 2-7-6-3
Quick Draw: 3-8-9-10-

11-12-14-16-20-23-24-34-36-
37-47-50-63-65-72-75

Evening
Daily Three: 6-4-9

Daily Four: 1-6-7-2
Quick Draw: 3-6-12-19-

20-27-31-33-37-40-46-49-51-
53-55-61-62-65-72-78

Cash 5: 6-21-27-37-41
Estimated jackpot:

$311,000

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 5-8-0
Pick 4: 9-2-0-0
Pick 5: 6-8-8-8-6
Evening
Pick 3: 0-4-6
Pick 4: 9-9-0-2
Pick 5: 3-1-2-8-9
Rolling Cash: 9-11-21-

24-35
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.60
Feb. corn ..................4.62
March corn ..............4.64

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.58
Feb. corn ..................4.61
March corn ..............4.63

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.53
Feb. corn ..................4.53
Beans........................9.91

Feb. beans ................9.98
Wheat ...................... 4.82

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.50
Feb. corn ..................4.50
Beans........................9.89
Feb. beans ................9.92
Wheat ......................4.91

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.60
Feb. corn ..................4.60
Beans........................9.65
March beans ............9.70
Wheat ......................4.72

In 1972, local farmers
met in the fourth of  a
series of  luncheons to
discuss Jay County’s
crop crisis. John Jaqua
Sr., who organized the
meeting, said cash
receipts from soybeans
were expected to be 70%
of  normal and from corn
75% of  normal.

In 2020, the Jay Coun-

ty High School girls swim
team lost the Jay County
Invitational by a single
point to New Bremen.
Juniors Ashlyn Dow and
Eliza Bader picked up the
wins for the Patriots,
with the former taking
the 100-yard breaststroke
and the latter the 100 but-
terfly.

—The CR

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.

6 p.m. — Fort Recovery
School Board, communi-
ty room, high school, 400
E. Butler St.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Country Living Advisory
Board, 1194 E. 200 North,
Portland.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Fort Recovery
Park Board, village hall,
201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
6 p.m. Redkey Town

Council executive ses-
sion, park cabin, 50
Mooney St.

6 p.m. — Ridgeville
Town Council, Ridgeville
Fire Department, 302 N.
Walnut St.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North,
Portland.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug
Prevention Coalition office
at 100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is

located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.

JAY COUNTY DRUG
PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at noon
the second Monday of  each
month at Jay County Cam-
pus of  Arts Place, 131 E
Walnut St, Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3259.

DIABETES SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 3 p.m.
on the second Monday of
each month at Mercer
Health in Coldwater, Ohio.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome. 

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the second
and fourth Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-8792.

REDISCOVERING JOY
— The support group of
widows and widowers
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the
second Monday of  each
month at R & R Fabrica-
tions, 601 E. Washington
St., St. Henry, Ohio. For
more information, email
rediscoveringjoy@yahoo.c
om.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance C,
510 W. Votaw St., Portland.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. 

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. 
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: My friend of  30
years passed away two years ago.
Her husband, with whom I had a
cordial relationship, has been
calling me and other friends of
his wife nonstop. He usually calls
with irrelevant nonsense. 

One time, I decided not to
answer any of  his many calls per
day. When I finally felt guilty and
answered, he was furious. He
demanded to know where I was
so that I was not able to answer
the phone. I fabricated a story
that I was out of  state visiting
family. Sometimes, I lie and say
dinner is ready, someone is at my
door or I’m just about to leave the
house. 

My initial reaction to his calls
was that I am lucky I’m not so
needy and lonely. I manage to cut
the conversation to three to five
minutes, and I’m never rude.
This man is 80, lives by himself
and has an adult child near his
home. It is my unprofessional
opinion that because of  his
many health issues and inability

to drive and really care for him-
self, perhaps he should be in
assisted living. 

His constant calls are more
than I can handle. Should I call
his adult child or just not answer
most of  his calls? I think he may
also be calling his children, and
they may be aware of  his behav-
ior, but I don’t want to upset
them more than they probably
are. My friends and I have done
our best to talk to him, but it has
reached the point that these calls
are invasive. — OVER-
WHELMED IN NEW JERSEY

DEAR OVERWHELMED:
You would be doing everyone
a favor — yourself  included —

if  you made that call to
inform this poor man’s grown
children what has been going
on. Loneliness and isolation
after the death of  a spouse
can eventually cause serious
health problems, particularly
in the elderly. Assisted living
may be the solution he needs,
not only for physical care but
also for socialization. I’m glad
you wrote.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: Being the least

favorite is hurtful, yet my mom
makes sure to convey how much
she hates me every chance she
gets. Mind you, she would never
say that in front of  my dad or my
sisters. She says it standing
behind me, rubbing it in. My sis-
ters get text messages from her
telling them how much she miss-
es them. Me? I get comments like
“I wish you were never born.” I
have tried hard to please her, but
nothing has worked. Sadly, my
youngest sister is rude and hates
me, too. Please advise. —

UNLOVED IN TENNESSEE
DEAR UNLOVED: Unfortu-

nately, we cannot pick our
parents. Your mother’s behav-
ior is more than a little toxic,
and now it has rubbed off  on
your little sister. This is why I
am suggesting you see as little
of  your mother and younger
sister as possible. 

If  you must see them, spend
as little time alone with either
of  them as possible. Start
developing relationships with
people who are caring and
supportive. Many people form
“chosen families” when they
come from families that are
as dysfunctional as yours. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I have worked

successfully in the creative arts
most of  my professional life. My
problem? My spouse never miss-
es an opportunity to denigrate
my work. If  I show an unusual
inspiration or spark of  creativity
which I am proud of, they
instantly find fault and say it’s

not a good or valid idea. It’s
crushing! This could destroy our
long and happy marriage. It’s
painful because I love my spouse
in every way. I am always
respectful and supportive of
their professional work. — NO
VALIDATION IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR NO VALIDATION:
Spouses are supposed to sup-
port each other. Is your
spouse equally successful in
their creative and work
endeavors? If  the answer is
no, they may be jealous of, or
threatened by, your success.
They could also be insensitive
about how their remarks
affect you. 

Have you asked your spouse
WHY they are trashing your
work? If  you have and the
response was unsatisfactory, a
way to deal with this may be
to tell your spouse you prefer
that from now on, they keep
their opinion to themself, and
quit looking to them for vali-
dation.

Dear
Abby

Widower continues to bother late wife’s friend

By JANN BLACKSTONE
Tribune News Service

Q.My ex and I split up
six months ago and our
children go back and forth
between our new homes.
We don’t have a formal
parenting plan — the split
was amicable; we just
share the kids every few
days. They are 5 and 7. It
seems to be working OK,
but I have recently met
someone new. I am afraid
this will complicate
things, and their mother
will not return the kids
when I want them. What’s
good ex-etiquette?

A. Unfortunately,
human nature does kick
in at times and triggers
unpredictable responses
in exes. You think, “Oh,
they would never do this

or that…” but jealousy or
hurt kicks in and there
you are wondering, “What
the heck?”

The introduction of  a
new love interest, espe-
cially after only 6 months
of  living apart and getting
along well, means a new
person will probably come
as a surprise. So you are
right about being a little
concerned. Hopefully, if
your ex is triggered, she
will not use the children to

get back at you. The kids
are probably confused as
it is, since no one can proj-
ect where they will sleep
on a regular basis.

Having a formal parent-
ing plan in place is a good
idea for multiple reasons.

First, consistency. A par-
enting plan allows co-par-
ents to plan their life, plus
adds consistency to the
children’s transition from
house to house. The kids
will know where they will
be, and so will their
friends and teachers. Con-
sistency and staying
organized will help your
children adjust to the fact
that they now live in two
homes. If  you agree, you
can always adjust the par-
enting plan without going
back to court.

Second, it will ultimate-
ly prevent arguments.
There will not have to be a
discussion and the need
to negotiate each time
there is a transition. This
leaves too many things
subject to whim. There-
fore, when something
upsetting happens, the
children’s schedule still
stays intact.

So, how do you break
the news that you are now
seeing someone else? Is it
even necessary to tell your
ex? Won’t the kids just say
something, and you won’t
have to deal with it?

The kids probably will
— and that’s the problem. 

If  mom has no idea that
you are seeing someone,
when the kids come home
with the news, her reac-

tion could easily be over-
the-top. Say she loses her
temper, starts calling you
or the new person names,
and acts like it’s all wrong.
Now the kids think you
are doing something
wrong, when meeting
someone new is complete-
ly predictable. 

That’s why it is best to
tell your co-parent before
the kids know, even if  it is
as insignificant as, “I’m
dating other people now.”
Then they can reinforce
the news (hopefully) by
saying something like,
“Yes, honey, your dad told
me last week.” 

The kids now know you
talk, can problem solve,
and it’s OK to like the new
partner—even though the
thought of  them actually

liking someone new might
make you a little queasy.
It’s best for the kids when
they see their parents
remain cordial. 

Scream into a pillow,
call your therapist or your
friend if  you feel you need
to vent. And, if  you feel
like celebrating, it’s best
not to let the kids see that
you’re too happy that your
ex has moved on (lol).
That’s good ex-etiquette.

••••••••
Jann Blackstone is a

child custody mediator and
the author of  “The Bonus
Family Handbook: The
Definitive Guide to Co-par-
enting and Creating
Stronger Families. She can
be reached at bonusfami-
lies.com or jann@bonus-
families.com.

How to introduce new partner to ex
Ex-

Etiquette
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The president last week nixed a
proposed $14 billion merger
between U.S. Steel and Japan’s
Nippon Steel. 

He cited national security con-
cerns for his decision. In reality,
the move was a payoff  to Big
Labor that will hurt U.S. con-
sumers and potentially hasten
the demise of  U.S. Steel.

The United Steelworkers union
had opposed the merger, hoping
“to create a steel-making cartel
shielded from foreign competi-
tion by tariffs and Buy America
rules,” The Wall Journal

observed. Union boss David
McCall can read the room: Indus-
trial policy (read: government
economic intervention) and trade
barriers are all the rage in Wash-
ington, even with President-elect
Donald Trump. The marriage
would have undermined his
union’s influence. 

President Joe Biden was only
too happy to do the bidding of  a
politically connected special
interest.

“This acquisition would
place one of  America’s largest
steel producers under foreign
control and create risk for our
national security and our criti-
cal supply chains,” Biden
explained.

That’s a crock — and some
members of  Biden’s team admit
it. 

“Bad decision,” an official
told CNN. “Doesn’t actually
protect union jobs and may kill
the company.”

National security? Japan is
one of  our closest allies, willing
to work with the United States
to challenge China’s economic
nationalism.

Jason Furman, a former eco-
nomics adviser to President
Barack Obama who now teach-
es at Harvard, summed up the
cynical charade. 

“President Biden claiming
Japan’s investment in an Amer-
ican steel company is a threat
to national security is a pathet-
ic and craven cave to special
interests that will make Ameri-
ca less prosperous and safe,” he
wrote in an X post. “I’m sorry

to see him betraying our allies
while abusing the law.” 

Sorry, but hardly surprised.
U.S. Steel now faces an uncer-

tain future. Domestic suitors are
few and far between. The compa-
ny’s infrastructure is in desper-
ate need of  improvement and
investment. 

“If  U.S. Steel can’t turn around
unprofitable plants, it may have
no choice but to close them,” one
analyst told NBC News. How that
will help communities or union
members is unclear.

Biden’s political play sets a bad
precedent and sends the wrong
signal to a trusted ally.

Merger block wasn’t about security

By ERIC FOSTER
cleveland.com
Tribune News Service

ATLANTA — 2025 is not off  to a
good start. Last week, we woke up
on New Year’s Day to terrible
news out of  New Orleans. In the
first hours of  the new year, a man
named Shamsud-Din
Jabbar drove an
electric Ford pickup truck that
he’d rented into a crowd of  revel-
ers celebrating the holiday
on Bourbon Street in New
Orleans’ French Quarter. Jabbar
then got out of  the vehicle and
opened fire on officers in the
area. He was shot dead in the
shootout with officers. The death
toll from Jabbar’s attack current-
ly sits at 15 people, including his
own death.

That same day, mere hours
after Jabbar’s attack, another
attack occurred. This one was
in Las Vegas. At around 8:40
am, Matthew Alan Livelsberg-
er drove a Tesla Cybertruck that
he’d rented in front of  the entry-
way of  the city’s Trump Interna-
tional Hotel. After roughly 15 to
20 seconds, the vehicle — which
was loaded with fuel canisters
and fireworks mortars — explod-
ed. Livelsberger was the lone
fatality; he’d shot himself  in the
head before the blast, police said.
However, seven other people were
injured.

When attacks such as these
occur, we all ask the same ques-
tion: “Why?” It is a human
response. We need to know the
answer. We need to rationalize
seemingly irrational behavior.

In a way, it’s a defense mecha-
nism. The world is a dangerous
place. Understanding the why of
dangerous events brings us back
to a feeling of  control in an
uncontrollable world. It allows us
to feel like we can take preventa-
tive action to protect ourselves
and those we love from being vic-

timized. It is a fanciful delusion.
But an understandable one.

The answer to why always
begins with the perpetrators. Jab-
bar was 42 years old. He was
a U.S. Army veteran, having
served his country on active duty
for nearly a decade. He served
in Afghanistan. He served an
additional five years in the Army
Reserve. He lived in Houston,
Texas, where he worked for the
accounting firm Deloitte making
roughly $120,000 per year. He was
college-educated, with a degree in
computer information systems.
He was thrice married, with
three children. His upstairs
neighbor, an elderly woman, said
that he was always helpful, doing
things such as offering to help her
carry her groceries.

We know somewhat less about
Livelsberger’s background.
He was 37 years old. He was an
active-duty Army soldier, on
leave from his post in Germany at
the time. He was a Green Beret
with extensive combat decora-
tions. He also served
in Afghanistan. He lived in Col-
orado Springs, Colorado, with his
wife and child. A military col-
league described him as “big-
hearted.”

Two men. Both middle-aged.
Both seeming to be living the
American Dream. Both having
answered the call to serve their
country. Just two weeks ago,
many Americans would have
thanked these men for their serv-
ice upon meeting them. Of  all

people, why would these men per-
petrate these attacks?

It appears that Jabbar was rad-
icalized by the Islamic State ter-
rorist group. In videos posted to
Facebook before his attack, he
pledged allegiance to ISIS.
An Islamic State flag was found
in his truck. Notably, his radical-
ization was recent. In the past
year, members of  his family
noted erratic behavior, seemingly
influenced by increasingly con-
servative religious views. He
began growing a beard to look
more like a “traditional” Muslim.
He began posting recordings
about his views on websites. An
ex-wife filed a restraining order
to limit his contact with his chil-
dren because of  his unpre-
dictable behavior.

It appears that Livelsberger
was radicalized by right-wing
political sources. He left letters
explaining his actions. Per law
enforcement, they are rife with
themes of  political grievance.
Interestingly, though he conduct-
ed the attack at a Trump hotel, he
was a supporter of  President-
elect Donald Trump. He did not
view his conduct as a terrorist
attack. Instead, he described it as
a “wake-up call.” He wrote that
the country was “terminally ill
and headed towards collapse.” He
called for the removal of  Democ-
rats from both the federal govern-
ment and the military. A separate
email he reportedly sent to an
Army intelligence officer con-
tained allegations of  U.S. govern-
ment surveillance and a U.S. mili-
tary cover-up of  a 2019 airstrike
in Afghanistan in which hun-
dreds of  civilians were killed in a
day.

It’s interesting, though entirely
expected, to note the different
framing of  these men’s similar
actions. Jabbar’s actions have
been unanimously labeled as a

terrorist attack. Livelsberger’s
actions have been described as
the product of  mental health
issues like post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD).

Both are clearly terrorist
attacks. The FBI defines interna-
tional terrorism as violent, crimi-
nal acts committed by individu-
als and/or groups who are
inspired by, or associated with,
designated foreign terrorist
organizations or nations. It
defines domestic terrorism as
violent, criminal acts committed
by individuals and/or groups to
further ideological goals stem-
ming from domestic influences,
such as those of  a political, reli-
gious, social, racial or environ-
mental nature.

Jabbar’s attack in New
Orleans plainly fits the definition
of  international terrorism. He
pledged his allegiance to a foreign
terrorist organization just before
murdering people. It’s similarly
clear to me that Livelsberger’s
attack in Las Vegas plainly fits
the definition of  domestic terror-
ism. He rigged a vehicle as a
bomb, drove it to a prominent
location, and detonated it —
injuring seven people — to “wake
people up” to his political views
of  grievance, the Democratic
threat, and U.S. government mis-
conduct.

I have a theory on why these
events are viewed so differently.
Of  course, it is related to how
these men look. We see it time
and time again. Black people
protesting George Floyd’s mur-
der are criminals. White people
storming the U.S. Capitol are
Americans exercising their First
Amendment Rights.

Race matters, people. But I
want to discuss why it matters in
this context. It matters for one
simple reason: Fear.

It’s one thing to live in fear of

the man who looks nothing like
you. Because he looks nothing
like you, you can easily identify
him. He stands out. This makes it
easy to avoid him. You can take it
a step further and avoid anyone
who looks like him. This makes
the fear manageable.

It’s quite another thing to live
in fear of  the man who looks like
you. He can be anyone. He can be
your neighbor. Your postman.
Your child’s teacher.
Your Uber driver. He can even be
your relative. There is much less,
if  anything, you can do to avoid
this man. This makes the fear
nearly unmanageable.

Shamsud-Din Jabbar is easy to
identify. He stands out. Matthew
Livelsberger, however, does not.
You can stop everyone at the air-
port who looks like Jabbar or has
a similar-sounding name. You
can question their citizenship
during traffic stops. You can raid
their neighborhoods. You can’t do
that to people who look like
Livelsberger. Those people have
rights. They are the real Ameri-
cans.

Here’s how this will play out:
Muslims across America will be
unfairly associated with Jabbar.
They will experience unwarrant-
ed vilification, harassment, and
ostracization. On the other hand,
nothing will change for people
who look like Livelsberger. Of
course it wouldn’t. They didn’t do
anything wrong.

No, 2025 is not off  to a good
start. Not just because of  these
heinous terrorist attacks, but
because of  how we are respond-
ing to them. New Year. Same
America.

••••••••••
Foster, a community member of

the editorial board, is a columnist
for The Plain Dealer and cleve-
land.com. He is a lawyer in private
practice.

Responses to attacks are sadly revealing
Eric 

Foster

Guest
Editorial
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By BROOKS JOHNSON
The Minnesota Star Tribune
Tribune News Service

Federal officials are cracking
down on poultry operations
looking for taxpayer relief  from
bird flu losses and will now
require a biosecurity audit
before insuring birds against
future avian influenza out-
breaks.

The new requirement from
the U.S. Department of  Agricul-
ture is an effort to stamp out the
nearly three-year-old outbreak
that has claimed 128 million
birds nationwide. Infections
continue in Minnesota and else-
where, driving up the cost of
eggs and meat.

As the outbreak spreads, the
public costs continue to rise.
The biosecurity requirement is
an attempt to rein in the cost of
compensating growers, who are
required to euthanize their
entire flock when bird flu is
detected. Producers are reim-
bursed for the market value of
the birds they had to euthanize.

Of  the 1,200 producers who
have received federal indemnity
payments, 67 have had at least
two infections, the USDA said
Monday.

Those multiple-outbreak
operations have been quite
large, accounting for $365 mil-
lion of  $1.1 billion of  indemnity
payments to date, according to
the USDA.

That’s also true in Minnesota,
where much of  the $170 million
in federal reimbursements have
gone to the largest poultry com-
panies in the state, including
Hormel-owned Jennie-O
Turkey Store and egg producer
Forsman Farms, which has
received eight indemnity pay-
ments for $73 million.

There have been 18 facilities
with three or more outbreaks
nationally.

“Biosecurity is proven to be
our best weapon in fighting this
virus, and this update will
ensure that poultry producers
who received indemnity for
HPAI are taking measures to
stop future introductions of  the
disease and avoiding actions
that contribute to its spread,”
USDA Chief  Veterinary Officer

Dr. Rosemary Sifford said in a
news release.

Poultry operations that don’t
comply with beefed-up biosecu-
rity requirements “will not be
eligible for indemnity payments
if  the premises experiences
future infections within the
same outbreak,” the USDA said.

As more chickens are put

down, the price of  eggs has shot
up again this fall after backing
off  record highs set in early
2023, according to federal data.
After decades of  trending under
$2, a dozen eggs rang up for
$3.65 on average in November,
up 8.3% over October.

In Minnesota, nearly 100,000
turkeys were culled this month

amid outbreaks in Fillmore,
Chippewa and Stearns counties,
according to the state. The state,
which leads the nation in
turkey production, has lost
nearly 9 million birds.

In Iowa, several flocks,
including one with 4 million
birds, were infected in Decem-
ber, according to USDA figures.

The virus known as highly
pathogenic avian influenza
(HPAI) or H5N1 also has jumped
to cattle but does not yet pose a
widespread risk to people,
health officials say. Experts are
urging further measures to stop
the spread before it mutates
into a virus that poses a pan-
demic threat.

WEST LAFAYETTE,
Ind. — Farmer sentiment
drifted lower in December
as the Purdue Universi-
ty/CME Group Ag Econo-
my Barometer dropped 9
points to a reading of  136. 

The decline was driven
by producers’ weaker per-
spective on current condi-
tions in U.S. agriculture
and their farms, with the
Index of  Current Condi-
tions falling 13 points to
100. 

Although the Current
Conditions Index declined
this month, it remains 24
points above its low in Sep-
tember and 5 points higher
than in October. The Index
of  Future Expectations
also fell 8 points to 153,
remaining 59 points above
its September low and 29
points higher than the
October reading. This
month’s survey was con-
ducted from Dec. 2-6, 2024.

“While sentiment dipped
this month, it’s clear that
much of  the postelection
optimism about future con-
ditions is still holding
strong,” said James
Mintert, the barometer’s
principal investigator and
director of  Purdue Univer-
sity’s Center for Commer-
cial Agriculture. “Produc-
ers’ optimism about the
future seems to stem large-
ly from their expectations
for a more favorable policy
environment over the next
five years.”

Farmers’ views on the
current and long-term out-
looks for agriculture
showed some noticeable
differences in December.
While sentiment regarding
the current situation and
the one-year outlook was
more cautious than in
November, expectations
for the agricultural sector
over the next five years
were notably more posi-
tive. The percentage of
producers anticipating
widespread good times in
U.S. agriculture over the
next five years increased to
57%, from 52% in Novem-
ber and 34% in October.
This optimism extended

across both the crop and
livestock sectors, with 4-
point and 5-point increas-
es, respectively, in the per-
centage of  respondents
expecting good times. In
contrast, views on the
near-term outlook were
less favorable. When asked
about financial conditions
on their farms compared
to a year ago, 57% of  pro-
ducers reported worse con-
ditions in December, up
from 51% in November.
Similarly, 51% of  farmers
expressed concern about
the U.S. agricultural econo-
my over the next 12
months, an increase from
40% in November.

Following a 13-point
increase in November’s
survey, the Farm Capital
Investment Index fell 7
points to a reading of  48.
The weakening in invest-
ment sentiment was
reflected in a lower per-
centage of  farmers who
believe it is a good time to
invest, dropping to 17%
from 22% in November. At
the same time, the propor-
tion of  producers who
viewed it as a bad time to
invest increased slightly to
69%, up from 67%. This dip
in investment sentiment
mirrored the decline in the
Farm Financial Perform-
ance Index, which fell 8
points in December to 98.

Continuing the trend
from November, the Short-
Term Farmland Value
Expectations Index
dropped 5 points to a read-
ing of  110, following a sim-
ilar 5-point decrease the
previous month. Despite
these two consecutive
decreases, the short-term
index remains well above
its low of  95 in September.
The Long-Term Farmland
Value Expectations Index,
which reflects producers’
outlooks for farmland val-
ues over the next five
years, decreased by just 1
point to 155.

Farmers’ outlook for the
future of  their farms and
the agricultural sector
remains noticeably more
positive than at the end of

summer. This shift appears
to be driven by expecta-
tions of  policy changes fol-
lowing the 2024 election,
particularly in areas such
as environmental, estate
and income tax policies.
Leading up to the election,
over 40% of  producers
anticipated more restric-
tive environmental regula-
tions over the next five
years. 

However, following the
election, fewer than 10%
expressed concerns about
tighter regulations. Simi-
larly, 40% of  farmers
expected estate taxes to
rise before the election, but
less than 10% foresee an
increase in estate taxes
within the next five years.
Regarding income taxes,
nearly 38% of  producers
anticipated rises before the
election, with that percent-
age also dropping below
10% postelection. Lastly,
more than half  (55%) of
survey respondents expect
the election outcome to
lead to a stronger farm
income safety net than was
in place prior to the elec-
tion.

One ongoing concern for
U.S. farmers is the future
of  international trade in
agricultural products. In
December, 4 out of  10 (43%)
farmers chose “trade poli-
cy” as the most important
policy for their farm in the
upcoming five years. Both
the November and Decem-
ber barometer surveys
asked producers about the
likelihood of  a “trade war”
that could negatively affect
U.S. agricultural exports.
The results indicate that
many producers remain
worried about this sce-
nario. In December, 48% of
farmers said they believe a
trade war that harms agri-
cultural exports is either
likely (32%) or very likely
(16%), an increase from
42% in November. Con-
versely, only 21% of
respondents in December
viewed a trade war as
either unlikely (17%) or
very unlikely (4%), down
from 26% in November.

December decline
Sentiment dip driven by weaker perspective

Biosecurity requirement added

The Minnesota Star Tribune

A farm in Melrose quarantines after a bird flu outbreak in 2010. Federal authorities are now requiring stepped-
up biosecurity measures before reimbursing growers for bird flu losses. The requirement is an effort to stamp out the
nearly three-year-old outbreak that has claimed 128 million birds nationwide. Infections continue in Minnesota and
elsewhere, driving up the cost of eggs and meat.
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60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
SEAMSTRESS NANÎ
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

48TH ANNUAL 
COLDWATER YOUNG

FARMERS
CONSIGNMENT AUC-

TION
Saturday February 8,

2025
The Coldwater Young
Farmer Association will
be conducting their

annual farm machinery
consignment auction at
the Coldwater football
stadium parking lot in
Coldwater, Ohio.

For more information on
consigning your farm
machinery please call:
Dusty Uhlenhake 419-

733-3096
Rick Uhlenhake 419-

852-0800
Machinery consigned by
January 17, 2025 can

be advertised
BID ONLINE NOW!

Real Estate & Personal 
Auction

Real Estate Ends
Jan. 14th @ 3pm
2 Beds / 1  Ba.  

840 sq. ft., with fire-
place,

w/ 1 Car Garage .
OPEN HOUSE 

Sun. Jan. 5th @ 1-2pm
Sun, Jan. 12th @ 1-2pm
Personal Property Sells
online Ending Jan. 15th

@ 6pm
For Details go to 

www. NessBros.com 
Sellers:   Nesbitt

Guardian
Anna 260.264.1319 
Auction Manager
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in
The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new
job,

the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

ACA Marketplace
health insurance

OPEN
ENROLLEMENT

November 1, 2024
to

January 15, 2025
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REAL ESTATE AUC-
TION

Saturday, January 11,
2025

10:00 AM 
Location of Sale:
Bearcreek Farms 

8341 N 400 E, Bryant,
IN

Real Estate: 
56.54 acres-Sec. 4

Bearcreek Twp. Property
located East of 27 on
Jay & Adams Co. Line.
Selling 2 parcels & com-

binations.
Marilyn Hough,  Owner
Sale conducted by 

Green Auction ñ 260-
589-8474. 

See SoldonGreen.com
for details and flyers. 

Rob Green AU19500011 
REAL ESTATE PUBLIC

AUCTION
Located: 935 W Walnut

St,
Portland, IN 

January  14th, 2025
6:00 P. M.

This residential property

offers a 2 bedroom
home with approximate-
ly 892 square feet of liv-
ing space.  Additional
features of the home
include 1 full bath, new
gas forced air furnace
with central air, new

water heater, vinyl sid-
ing, asphalt shingle roof,
and concrete patio with
covered canopy.  Prop-
erty also has a 22í x 22í
detached garage and
fenced in back yard.
This property would
make an excellent

starter home or rental
investment property.

For more information or
private showing contact
Gary Loy Auctioneer at
260-726-5160 or Kim
Loy Real Estate Broker
at 260-726-2700 or
Missy Puterbaugh at

260-224-4200
PATRICIA GIBSON

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

DUNKIRK FIRE
DEPARTMENT IS  cur-
rently seeking a full-time
firefighter.  Current hours
are two 24-hour shifts a
week with the possibility
of overtime when
required.  Minimum
requirements: Firefighter
I & II certified, Emer-
gency Responder, cur-
rent CPR, HazMat
Awareness, and a valid
Driverís License.  Appli-
cations are available at
the Dunkirk Municipal
Office.
DUNN FAMILY Dental
Care is looking for a pro-
fessional, friendly, detail
oriented full time Dental
Assistant. Radiology

license helpful but not
required. Benefits
include paid time off, 4
day work week, retire-
ment benefits and more.
Drop off resume at 110
West North Street, Port-
land or email us at
drdunn@dunnfamilyden-
talcare.co
DUNN FAMILY Dental
Care is looking to add a
detail oriented, organ-
ized, professional full
time Sterilization Techni-
cian. No previous dental
experience is needed,
willing to provide training
and additional areas for
growth. Benefits include
paid time off, 4 day work
week, retirement benefits
and more. Drop off
resume at 110 West
North Street, Portland or
email us at
drdunn@dunnfamilyden-
talcare.com

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

READ THE CR

THEN RECYCLE

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 110 HELP WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT

Public Notice
NOTICE OF EXECUTIVE

SESSION
Redkey Town Council

January 14, 2025
at Redkey Park Cabin, Moody

St., Redkey, IN.
The Governing Body will hold an
Executive Session as authorized
under Indiana Code5-14-1.5-6.
l(b)(5):
To receive information about
and interview prospective em-
ployees.
No other subject matters will be
discussed and any final action
will be taken at a public meeting.

Gloria May, Clerk-Treasurer              
CR 1-10-2025- HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

GET IT IN THE CLASSIFIEDS
You never know what you might find in
The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new job, the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com or call
260-726-8141

Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today
Jay County — Girls wrestling regional at

Alexandria – 9 a.m.; Swim Jay County Invitational
(diving) – 6 p.m.; Girls basketball (varsity only) at
Bluffton – 6:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys bowling vs. Fort
Loramie – 4:30 p.m.; Girls bowling vs. Fort
Loramie – 4:30 p.m.; Boys basketball at New Bre-
men – 6 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Boys wrestling team state – 9

a.m.; Swim Jay County Invitational – 10 a.m.;
Boys basketball vs. Adams Central – 6:30 p.m.;
Freshman boys basketball vs. Adams Central –
6:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys bowling vs. New Bre-
men at Celina – 4:30 p.m.; Swim at Jay County
Invitational – 10 a.m.; Girls bowling vs. New Bre-
men at Celina – 4:30 p.m

TV sports
Today

2:30 p.m. — Bundesliga soccer: Bayer Lev-
erkusen at Borussia Dortmund (ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — College Football Playoff: Ohio
State at Texas (ESPN)

8 p.m. — College basketball: UCLA at Mary-
land (BTN)

8 p.m. — College wrestling: Penn State at
Michigan State (FOX)

Saturday
12 p.m. — College basketball: Notre Dame at

Duke (ESPN); Creighton at Butler (FOX); Louisville
at Pitt (ESPN2); USC at Illinois (BTN)

1 p.m. — College basketball: San Diego State
at New Mexico (CBS)

1 p.m. — NHL: Boston Bruins at Florida Pan-

thers (ABC)
2 p.m. — College basketball: UConn at

Georgetown (FOX); Iowa State at Texas Tech
(ESPN); BYU at TCU (ESPN2)

2:30 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
Maryland at Wisconsin (BTN)

4 p.m. — College basketball: Florida at
Arkansas (ESPN); Georgia Tech at SMU (ESPN2);
Xavier at DePaul (FS1)

4:30 p.m. — NFL Playoffs: Los Angeles Charg-
ers at Houston Texans (CBS)

6 p.m. — College basketball: Tennessee at
Texas (ESPN); Oklahoma at Georgia (ESPN2)

6:30 p.m. — College hockey: Minnesota at
Ohio State (BTN)

7 p.m. — NHL: Columbus Blue Jackets at St.
Louis Blues (ABC)

8 p.m. — College basketball: Alabama at
Texas A&M (ESPN); Indiana at Iowa (FOX)

10 p.m. — College basketball: UCF at Arizona
(ESPN)

10 p.m. — Grand Slam tennis: Australian
Open (ESPN2)

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Continued from page 8
“Thank you to the fire-

fighters, first responders,
and everyone else doing
their best in unfathomable
circumstances,” Kupp
wrote.

Nacua added: “God
bless the families impact-
ed!”

The Chargers, who also
play their home games at
SoFi Stadium but are
opening the playoffs on

the road Saturday against
the Houston Texans, will
donate $200,000 in wildfire
relief  efforts, the team
announced Wednesday.
The money will be split
across the American Red
Cross, the L.A. Fire
Department Foundation,
Team Rubicon and pet res-
cue organizations shelter-
ing animals displaced by
the fires.

Returning to the play-

offs for the first time
since 2022, the Chargers
adjusted their practice
routine Wednesday to
limit players’ time out-
side at the El Segundo
practice facility. Offensive
players and defensive
scout team members
alternated on-field ses-
sions with defensive play-
ers and offensive scout
team members and some
coaches and team person-

nel were wearing face
masks on the field.

While most Chargers
players and coaches live
near the South Bay and
were outside of  immedi-
ate danger, offensive coor-
dinator Greg Roman said
wide receivers coach San-
jay Lal and his family had
to evacuate from their Cal-
abasas home.

The Chargers canceled
one of  their postseason

fan events in Sherman
Oaks, originally sched-
uled for Friday, but will
proceed with “Charge Up
to Playoffs” events in
Orange, Rancho Cuca-
monga and Hermosa
Beach while also holding
supply drives for evacua-
tion centers.

Fans attending events
are asked to bring com-
monly requested items for
an evacuation situation,

including bottled water,
blankets, new or gently
used clothes, first aid kits,
hygiene products (soap,
shampoo, deodorant,
saline solution, tooth-
paste, toothbrush, hand
sanitizer), baby supplies
(diapers, formula, wet
wipes), feminine hygiene
products, paper towels,
toilet paper, portable
chargers, pet food and
water.

Plans ...

Continued from page 8
Every season, he knows how

he wants his teams to play, and
he gets them to play that way.
Every season, his teams
improve, and that was even the
case last season, when his
inexperienced team finished
with a losing record and
missed the NCAA Tourna-
ment.

Exactly how Cronin does this
remains a mystery, but some
insight was offered by how
sophomore forward Eric Dailey
Jr. responded to his characteri-
zation of  the players.

Dailey, the team’s second-
leading scorer, pushed back.

“I know we’re not soft,” he
said. “I’m definitely not soft.
The man next to me is not soft.”

Junior forward Tyler
Bilodeau was by Dailey’s side
in Pauley Pavilion’s interview
room.

“Those guys in the locker
room are not soft,” Dailey con-

tinued. “They’re just words
right now. We gotta show him
that we’re tough. So it’s just
motivation to fight.”

This was almost certainly
the reaction Cronin was
intending to elicit. Dailey did-
n’t sound pleased with Cronin,
but the guess here is that he
will be willing to run through a
wall for his coach by the end of
the season, just like dozens of
players before him were.

With a favorable draw in the
NCAA Tournament, UCLA
could be making a postseason
run.

The Bruins have depth, but
they don’t have a center and
junior Dylan Andrews’ slump
has them searching for consis-
tency at point guard. There
might not be an answer for
either problem. What Cronin
might be able to find is a leader,
and he challenged his players
to step into that role.

“Why should I have to chal-

lenge your manhood and your
character and your tough-
ness?” Cronin asked. “Why
should I have to do that?”

He lamented the absence of  a
player in the mold of  his previ-
ous team leaders.

“Adem Bona last year
would’ve been going crazy,” he
said.

Before that, Cronin added,
players such as Tyger Camp-
bell, Jaime Jaquez Jr. and
David Singleton shouldered
that responsibility.

Cronin said, “We don’t have
that.”

Or, in other words, someone
on this transfer-heavy roster
has to become that.

“I have to run on the court to
get guys to play hard,” Cronin
said. “It’s crazy, you know?
And it’s every day. I’m tired of
it. It’s every day. I have the
most energy of  anybody at
practice.”

He was particularly upset

with how Tre Donaldson was
allowed to make back-to-back 3-
pointers shortly after a second-
half  timeout.

“I mean, it’s a joke,” Cronin
said. “Again, I come in and
have more passion and energy
and pride than everybody in
there and that’s the problem.”

He said his players behaved
as if  they were playing for the
Lakers.

The more Cronin spoke, the
more it became clear that he
wasn’t disparaging his players
as much as he was warning
them about the grind of  the Big
Ten season.

“I mean, look, there’s lulls,”
he said. “The truth of  this is, if
you look at our schedule since
December, it’s been really
tough, and I was worried about
our gas tank [against Michi-
gan] because this was going to
take a monumental defensive
effort if  they shoot the ball
[well].

“I was worried about, is our
gas tank where it needs to be?
Is our mental state? Because if
your mental state’s there, you
fight through it. Our guys are
delusional about what it’s
going to take to win games.”

He repeated the concept near
the end of  his news conference.

“Cause it ain’t going to get
any easier,” he said.

Cronin made a reference to
how No. 1 Tennessee was beat-
en by 30 points by Florida that
night.

“It’s hard, man,” he said.
Cronin is right. The confer-

ence schedule will be demand-
ing. However, if  his track
record is an indication, the
Bruins will develop the neces-
sary resilience to navigate
through it. And however his
comments after the Michigan
loss are viewed by the fan base
at this moment, they will be
part of  the reason the team
plays the way it does.

Rips ...

By JOE ARRUDA
Hartford Courant
Tribune News Service

VILLANOVA, Pa. — The
ninth-ranked UConn
men’s basketball team saw
its eight-game winning
streak snapped in a 68-66
loss in Villanova’s on-
campus Finneran Pavil-
ion Wednesday night.

Alex Karaban stared
into a wall of  opposing
fans in the snug, 6,500-seat
arena as he went to the
free-throw line with a
chance to give UConn a
lead with three seconds to
go. But both shots from
the Huskies’ captain hit
the rim and bounced out,
all but sealing the team’s
first loss since Nov. 27 in
Maui.

Nearly coming back
from a double-figure
deficit in the second half
for the second game in a
row, UConn dropped to 12-
4 on the season and 4-1 in
Big East play. The loss
ended a four-game win-
ning streak against Vil-
lanova.

Solo Ball led the team
with 16 points, all in the
second half, and Jaylin

Stewart added 14. Hassan
Diarra scored 11, nine in
the second half, and had
nine assists as Karaban
finished another relative-
ly quiet night with 10.

Stewart got the call up
to the starting lineup for
the third time this season,
filling Liam McNeeley’s
typical spot as he missed
his second game with a
high ankle sprain. The
Huskies sophomore
wasn’t given an easy
defensive assignment
guarding the nation’s
leading scorer, Eric
Dixon, but that matchup
went mostly his way in
the first half  as the sixth-
year Dixon made just one
of  his eight shot attempts
— the lone make coming
against Ball after a
switch. Less than five
minutes in, the 6-foot-8,
260-pound forward tried to
overpower Stewart, 215
pounds, but the latter held
his own in the post and
denied the shot.

That’s how the first few
minutes went for Stewart,
whose offensive success
was the lone bright spot
for the Huskies at the

break. He scored 10 of  the
team’s first 14 points and
was responsible for two of
only three made 3-point-
ers for the Huskies (3 for
12) in the opening frame.
Jayden Ross, who started
in McNeeley’s place Sun-
day against Providence,
made the other.

Uncharacteristically,
UConn turned the ball
over nine times in the
first half, mostly unforced
with a pair of  shot clock
violations mixed in. The
Huskies came into the
game ninth in the nation
averaging only 9.8
turnovers per game.

Villanova answered
with 10 points off
turnovers in the opening
frame. UConn held a slim
lead for just over 10 min-
utes until the Wildcats
closed the first half  on a 9-
2 run, taking a 32-25 lead
into the break.

Dixon didn’t stay quiet
for long.

The veteran big (23
points, 18 in the second
half) muscled his way
through the paint and fin-
ished a pair of  3-point
plays to grow the Villano-

va lead to 12 five minutes
into the second half.
Though Stewart did block
another of  his shot
attempts from the post,
swinging momentum
back to the visitors as
Karaban nailed a 3-point-
er in transition and Diar-
ra added another. Ball —
scoreless in the first half
— made his second triple
shortly after, a 13-2 run
bringing the Huskies
within one. Ball nailed
two more from deep over
the next three minutes to
put UConn back in front,
57-55, with less than eight
minutes to go.

The game was a grind
down the stretch.

Consecutive 3-pointers
from Wooga Poplar (18
points) and Dixon pushed
Villanova up six with 3:27
to go, but Ball answered
with a layup, Karaban
made a massive 3-pointer
in front of  the Huskies’
bench and Stewart fin-
ished around two defend-
ers to bring the score
within one, 67-66, with 80
seconds to play. UConn
never got back in front.

UConn remains on the

road, finishing the week
as the visitor to a 12-3
Georgetown team on Sat-

urday, tipoff  in Capital
One Arena scheduled for 2
p.m.

Villanova snaps UConn’s 8-game winning streak

Tribune News Service/Getty Images/Michael Hickey

On Dec. 21, 2024, Connecticut head
coach Dan Hurley reacts during the first half
against Butler at Hinkle Fieldhouse in Indianapolis.



Small Business Spectacular
Advertise your small business (30 employees or fewer)

in all of our publications with:

FFoouurr 44xx44 aaddss in The Commercial Review
TTwwoo 44xx44 aaddss in The News-Gazette
OOnnee 44xx44 aadd in The News Times for

$$223300
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The Commercial Review — $$116600
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The News Times — $$112200
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Sports
Friday, January 10, 2025

Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

JCHS girls wrestling has
regional at Alexandria today,

see Sports on tap

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

The search for a new football
coach has officially begun.

Fort Recovery Local Schools
posted the application form for
the Fort Recovery High School
head football coaching position
on Wednesday to begin the
search for its first new coach in
21 years.

“So applications opened
(Wednesday) and the process
will close on January 24,” said
FRHS Athletics Director Amiee
Pottkotter. “Then we’re hoping
to do interviews the next two or
three weeks after that. If  possi-
ble, we’d want to have someone
for the February board meeting
or the March board meeting,
probably at the latest.”

Pottkotter added that the
timeline could change if  the
applicant they chose is also
looking to be hired on within
the school as a teacher or in
another role as well.

Fort Recovery is looking to
fill the position left open follow-
ing Brent Niekamp’s decision
to step down after 21 seasons.
During his time as head coach,
the Indians to eight playoff
appearances and a state title in
2015. He finished with an 81-131
(38.2%) while climbing up as
high as third in the Midwest
Athletic Conference standings
in 2015.

“Brent was around for 21
years and led us to a state
championship,” said Pottkot-
ter. “So it’s hard to follow up
on that and that great dedica-
tion, but that’s what we’re
looking for.”

During his final season as the
Tribe’s coach, Fort Recovery
went 2-9 and lost in the opening

round of  the playoffs to Marion
Local. Niekamp also served as
the FRHS athletics director
from 2018-21.

For now, the Indians will have
to wait for the hiring process to
take place and hope they
receive an applicant that can
match the success that

Niekamp brought to the pro-
gram.

“That’s something that we’re
looking for, someone who wants
to be a part of  Fort Recovery
and wants to help our athletes
be a part of  something bigger
than themselves,” Pottkotter
said. “Our three main pillars of

our Fort Recovery athletics cul-
ture guide our commitment,
integrity and relationships. So
we are looking for someone
who would be able to instill all
three of  those in our student
athletes and grow them into a
great person after high school
athletics.”

Application open
Fort Recovery begins process to find next football coach

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Former Fort Recovery High School football coach Brent Niekamp calls out a play
from the sidelines during the Indians’ 36-24 victory over the Parkway Panthers on Oct. 11.
Niekamp stepped down from coaching FRHS following the season.

By CHUCK SCHILKEN and
THUC NHI NGUYEN
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

LOS ANGELES — Five
days before the Rams host
the Minnesota Vikings in
an NFC wild-card playoff
game, the NFL said it was
keeping an eye on the wild-
fires that have ravaged
parts of  Los Angeles Coun-
ty since Tuesday.

The league said it cur-
rently plans for the Rams
to host the Vikings during
their playoff  game Monday
night at SoFi Stadium in

Inglewood south of  where
fires burned on Wednesday,
but it has a contingency
plan if  the fires adversely
impact the ability to host
the game.

“As with all games, there
are contingency plans in

the event a change in loca-
tion is needed,” the NFL
said in a statement. “In this
instance, the game would
be played on Monday night
at State Farm Stadium in
Glendale, Ariz.”

Wind gusts reaching

nearly 100 mph have fueled
the Palisades, Eaton, Hurst
and Woodley fires, which
started Tuesday and were
responsible for at least five
deaths and have burned
more than 1,100 buildings
as of  Wednesday after-
noon.

The NFC West champion
and No. 4-seeded Rams are
scheduled to play the No. 5
Vikings at 5 p.m. PST on
Monday at SoFi Stadium in
Inglewood. With a sched-
uled day off  from practice
Wednesday, it remains to be
seen whether the Rams

will explore practicing
somewhere other than
their Woodland Hills facili-
ty later this week.

The Rams posted on X
that their “hearts are with
those affected by” the fires
and “the first responders
protecting our communi-
ty.”

“Be safe,” the team
wrote.

Star receivers Cooper
Kupp and Puka Nacua
were among the Rams play-
ers who posted similar sen-
timents.

See Plans page 7

By DYLAN HERNÁNDEZ
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

LOS ANGELES —
UCLA coach Mick Cronin
sounded exasperated as
he cataloged his team’s
crimes against his brand
of  basketball, pointing
out his players didn’t
play defense and allowed
their opponents to push
them aside to collect
rebounds. The details he
recalled during his 10-
minute postgame news
conference were intended
to support an overarch-
ing thesis.

“We’re soft,” he said.
The blunt appraisal

after No. 22 UCLA’s 94-75
crushing defeat to No. 24
Michigan at Pauley Pavil-
ion on Tuesday night was
part of  an annual tradi-
tion during which Cronin
questions the character
of  his players and
declares they lack the
ability to win without
exerting maximum
effort.

Not everyone is enam-
ored with the approach, a
segment of  UCLA’s fan
base insisting he should
temper his sideline
behavior and take
greater responsibility for
his team’s failures.

But here’s the thing:
His approach works.

While it’s fair to be sus-
picious of  his acumen as
an offensive coach or
wonder whether his old-
school style will prevent
him from landing or
retaining the caliber of
player required to win a
national championship,
what’s irrefutable is that
he knows what he’s
doing.

See Rips page 7

NFL plans for Rams to host Vikings

Game could be moved 
to Arizona due to fires
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