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All American champions

Members of The All Americans of ETC School of Musical Arts in Akron, Ohio, perform Saturday during the Jay
County Show Choir Spectacular at Jay County Junior-Senior High School. The group went on to win the competition. Rouge,
ETC’s all-girl group, finished in second place while Vocal Pointe of Columbus North took third. Jay County’s Patriot Edition
and Just Treble groups performed in exhibition. They will begin their competitive seasons on Feb. 1 at Northrop.
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Ceasefire holds, hostages swapped

By GALIT ALSTEIN
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

A long-delayed ceasefire
in the Gaza war began tak-
ing hold as Hamas released
three hostages in exchange
for 90 Palestinians held in

Israeli prisons.
The first halt in the war
since November 2023

appeared to go as planned,
following months of nego-
tiations by the Biden
administration, along with
Qatar and Egypt, then a
recent push by President-
elect Donald Trump for a
deal before his inaugura-

U.S. President Donald Trump takes the oath of office on the day of

First stop in Gaza war
appeared to go as planned

tion on Monday. The six-
week truce aims for the
release of 33 Israeli
hostages and hundreds of
Palestinians in prison
in Israel — 30 for each
hostage freed.

The three Israeli women
— Romi Gonen, Doron

Steinbrecher and Emily
Damari, who’s also a
British national — were
united with their mothers
on Sunday at an initial
reception facility near
the Gaza Dborder. Air
Force helicopters later flew
them to a hospital where

Tribun News Service/CNP via Zuma Press Wire/Kevin Lamarque

his Presidential Inauguration at the Rotunda of the U.S. Capitol in Washington,
D.C., on Monday. Trump, who won his first term in 2016 but lost his re-election
bid in 2020 becomes the second president in history to serve non-
consecutive terms, joining Grover Cleveland.

Deaths

William Thomas, 91, Port-

land

George Horn, 93, Dunkirk

Details on page 2.

Weather

Jay County had a high

temperature of 25 degrees
Sunday before dipping to a
low of 1 on Monday morning.

A cold weather advisory is
until
Wednesday, with lows of min-
utes 1 tonight and minus 6

in effect

Tuesday.

See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

10 a.m.

they were reunited with
the rest of their families
and received medical treat-
ment, the IDF said in a
statement.

The Palestinian prison-
ers were released from
buses early Monday morn-
ing. They included 78 resi-
dents of the West Bank,
who were released at the
Beitunia checkpoint near
Ofer Prison. Representa-
tives of the International
Committee of the Red
Cross escorted the prison-
ers on the buses.

Among the released
Israelis, Steinbrecher, 31,

and Damari, 28, were Kkid-
napped from Kfar Aza, and
Gonen, 24, was abducted at
the Nova music festival
on Oct. 7, 2023.

“The Israeli government
embraces the three
returnees. Their families
were informed by the
appointed officials that
they joined our (IDF)
forces,” according to a
statement from Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s office. “The
Israeli government is com-
mitted to the return of all
abductees and missing
persons.”

$1

Health
care,
taxes
top the
agenda

Prescott
provided
update in

Winchester
on Saturday

By SCOTT SHAFFER
The Commercial Review

Property tax reform,
Medicaid costs and low-
ering healthcare costs.

Those items are at the
top of the list of priori-
ties for local legislators.

The 2025 Indiana Gen-
eral Assembly began its
legislative session Jan. 8
and State Rep. J.D.
Prescott (R-Union City)
visited the Farm Bureau
office in Winchester to
provide the first legisla-
tive update of the year.

Additional updates are
scheduled for 9 a.m. on
the third Saturday of
each month at the Farm
Bureau office.

Both Prescott and State
Sen. Scott Alexander (R-
Muncie), who joined him
for the update, noted that
the priorities this session
are enacting meaningful
property tax reform; con-
taining Medicaid costs
and preventing fraud;
lowering health care
costs, responsibly manag-
ing water resources; and
ensuring fiscal integrity
and contract accountabil-
ity.

“Property taxes have
been an ongoing battle
since 2004,” said Alexan-
der. “The current system
of assessing property
taxes and distributing
bills is cumbersome and
costly. For years we’ve
been putting a BandAid
on it. We’re now working
towards a long-term solu-
tion to the issue.”

The House and Senate
are looking into the pos-
sibility of eliminating
property taxes.

See Agenda page 2

Inaugurated again

By FAITH E. PINHO
and JAMES RAINEY

Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — Don-
ald J. Trump took the oath
of office to become the 47th
president of the United
States on Monday, capping
a political comeback and
promising to “make Ameri-
ca greater, stronger and far
more exceptional than ever
before.”

Trump became only the
second person in the
nation’s history to regain
the White House after los-
ing it — following Grover
Cleveland, the first Democ-
rat to become president
after the Civil War and the
last to hold the post before
the dawn of the 20th centu-
ry.

Trump’s ascension to the
most powerful office in the
world represented an
astounding comeback for a
man twice impeached dur-
ing his first term, then held

In review

Wednesday is the last day to
register for Arts Place’s Make
Your Own Sourdough Starter
class. The event for those 16
and older is scheduled for
10:30 a.m. Saturday. The fee is
$15. For more information,
visit myartsplace.org.

Trump becomes second
president in to serve
non-consecutive terms

liable for both civil and
criminal misconduct dur-
ing the years he tried to
regain the White House.
Every living former pres-
ident Bill Clinton,
George W. Bush and Barack
Obama — attended the cer-
emony. They were joined by
world leaders, including
former British Prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson and
recently elected Argentin-
ian President Javie and
Amazon sat in front of the
president’s entire Cabinet
— a nod to the importance
Trump has given the heads

Coming up

Wednesday — Coverage of
this week’s Jay School Board

meeting.

Thursday — Details from
Tuesday’s Portland City Coun-

cil meeting.

of some of the most power-
ful companies and social
media platforms over his
agency heads.

Also occupying prime
seats were conservative
political icons, including
UFC CEO Dana White and
podcast host Joe Rogan.

Trump takes over from
President Joe Biden, who
met with his successor at
the White House before pro-
ceeding by motorcade to
the U.S. Capitol for Trump’s
swearing in and inaugural
speech.

See Inaugurated page 2
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Obituaries

William Thomas

Aug. 20, 1933-Jan. 15, 2025

William “Bill” Thomas, age 91,
a resident of Portland, passed
away on Wednesday, Jan. 15,
2025, at Lutheran
Hospital in Fort
Wayne.

Bill was born
Aug. 20, 1933, in
Louisville, Ken-
tucky, the son of
William H. and
Goldie (Napper)
Thomas. Bill was
raised in Surry
County, Virginia. Bill was a vet-
eran of the US. Army and U.S.
Navy. Bill was a truck driver and
retired from Geneva Plastics.

Bill married Betty Ann Holt on
Dec. 19, 1959, and she passed
away on April 7, 2000. He later
married Bessie (Ramsey) on
April 28, 2012.

Tmas |

Survivors include:

His wife — Bessie Thomas,
Portland, Indiana

His children — Dale Irvin
(wife: Jayne), South Hampton,
England, Tony Thomas (wife:
Stephanie), Greenville, Ohio,
Dan Thomas (wife: Cleo), Port-
land, Indiana, Randy Thomas
(husband: Scott), Phoenix Ari-
zona

Fifteen grandchildren and sev-
eral great-grandchildren

He was preceded in death by
his wife Betty Thomas; and two
sons, Don and Brian Thomas.

Visitation will be held on Fri-
day, Jan. 24, 2025, from 5 to 8 p.m.
at Williamson-Spencer and Pen-
rod Funeral Home in Portland.
Services to celebrate Bill’s life
will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday,
Jan. 25, 2025, at the funeral home.
Burial will follow at Green Park
Cemetery in Portland. American

CR almanac

Legion Post #211 of Portland will
conduct military rites at the
funeral home.

Condolences may be expressed
at williamsonspencer.com.

George Horn

George Horn, age 93, went
home to his heavenly home on
his birthday on
Tuesday, Jan. 14,

2025, at The
Waters of
Dunkirk.

He is the hus-
band of the late
Elnora (Landon)
Horn who passed
away in Septem-
ber 2008.

His children are Gary Horn
(deceased), Linda Lowe (hus-
band: David), Dennis Horn (wife:
Marianne), Brian Horn (wife:
Angie) and Cheryl Schell (hus-

Horn

band: Mark). He is also survived
by 10 grandchildren, 19 great-
grandchildren and two great-
great-grandchildren.

George Horn was a board
member of the State Holiness
Campgrounds. He was a dairy
farmer, school bus driver and
fuel oil driver for Pennville Oil
and Lumber, worked for
Franklin Trucking, Hartford
City, for many years, drove the
tour bus for the Ray Boltz min-
istry, sang bass for The Chris-
tianaires Quintet and Christian
Brothers Quartet and also drove
the bus for multiple Christian
artists in his later life.

George also volunteered at Jay
County Hospital, where he
enjoyed meeting and talking to
people. He enjoyed driving trac-
tor for his son’s farming opera-
tion. He was a founding member
of Faith Evangelical Church.

Felony arrests

Funeral services will be held
Friday, Jan. 24, at 10:30 a.m. in
the Baird-Freeman Funeral
Home with Pastor Randy Davis
presiding. Burial will follow in
the IOOF Cemetery in Pennville.
Visitation will be Thursday from
4to 7p.m. and Friday from 9:30 to
10:30 a.m.

Memorials can be made to Pen-
nville Fire Dept. or Pennville
Community Gym.

Condolences may be expressed
at bairdfreeman.com

The Commercial Review pub-
lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of charge. They include the
name, city, birth/death date and
time/date/location of services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.
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Lotteries

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $20
million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $20
million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 5-1-8
Daily Four: 2-1-1-3
Quick Draw: 5-6-7-11-
12-14-15-18-19-25-26-43-47-
48-51-57-62-73-78-79
Evening
Daily Three: 4-0-1

14-16-19-23-24-29-32-36-41-
44-55-59-65-74-77-78
Cash 5: 6-12-13-26-43
Estimated jackpot:
$125,000

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 9-8-0
Pick 4: 0-1-2-7
Pick 5: 9-3-2-6-6
Evening
Pick 3:1--7-1
Pick 4: 4-6-6-7
Pick 5: 5-8-1-7-0
Rolling Cash 5: 15-16-
19-29-30

Daily Four: 8-3-2-7 Estimated jackpot:
Quick Draw: 1-2-4-12- $100,000
Cooper Farms Feb. beans .............. 10.32
Fort Recovery Wheat ........ccveuneee 4.89
(076) 1 1 FERSSTURR 4.86
Feb. corn ................. 487 ADM .
March corn.............. 489 Montpelier
COrNueeeeiiiiieeeeene, 4.79
POET Biorefining g%l;hgorn .................. 4.79
Portland Feb. beans
(076) 1 s FERSURURTR 4.86 . -
Feb. copn 488 Wheat .....cccovveeeenns 4.98
March corn ............. 490  Heartland
The Andersons  Cupthony e
Richland Township  Feb.corn.................. 4.82
COrnN weveeveeiieeeene, 481 BeansS.....coceeeeeeeennns 10.04
Feb. corn.................. 481 Feb. beans .............. 10.09
Beans........ccceeuuee. 10.29 Wheat ......ccuveennen. 4.79

Today in history

In 1616, Samuel de
Champlain arrived in a
Huron Indian village
after a battle with the Iro-
quois in New France.

In 1783, Britain
signed a peace agree-
ment with France and
Spain.

In 1793, Louis XVI of
France was executed in
Paris. Louis was convict-
ed of “high treason” by
the French Parliament
amid the French Revolu-

tion.
In 1905, Christian
Dior was Dborn in

Granville, France. The
fashion designer became
a worldwide success in
his career.

In 1930, aviator
Charles Lindbergh
arrived in New York after
a 14.75-hour flight.

In 2013, Jay County
Regional Sewer District
set plans in motion for a
rate increase of up to
22%. After months of dis-
cussion and contention,
the board ultimately
agreed to move forward
with the increase in July.

— The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Today

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

Wednesday

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Park Board, city build-
ing, 131 S. Main St.

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland
Board of Works execu-

tive session, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

4:15 p.m. — Portland
Board of Works,
mayor’s office, city
hall, 321 N. Meridian
St., Portland.

Friday

8 a.m. — Portland
Redevelopment Com-
mission, Community

Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

Methamphetamine

Friday for possession of metham- with a Level 5 felony for the
alleged crime, and a Class A mis-

phetamine.

Capsule Reports

Travis L. Stone, 49, 1019 W. North demeanor for possession of para-
A Portland man was arrested St., was preliminarily charged phernalia.

He was being held on an $11,500
bond in Jay County Jail.

Crossed center

A Bluffton man crashed
the car he was driving into
a pole along county road
450 East about 1:37 a.m.
Sunday.

Nathan E. Snyder, 24,
was driving a 2004 GMC
Sierra north on the road
just north of Indiana 67
when he crossed the center
line and drove west into a
ditch. The front of the
vehicle then hit a utility
pole, causing it to snap in
half. Part of the pole land-
ed across county road 450
East.

Snyder was cited with a
misdemeanor for operat-
ing a vehicle while intoxi-

cated and later booked into
Jay County Jail.

He sustained a minor
face injury.

The vehicle Snyder was
driving — it’s registered to
Benjamin L. Eicher of
Monroe — was towed, with

damage estimated
between  $10,000 and
$25,000. The pole is regis-
tered to Jay County
REMC.

Spinning accident
An Austin woman lost
control of the vehicle she
was driving and hit a pole
on Indiana 67 in Jay Coun-
ty about 7:45 a.m. Saturday.
Thelma J. Caudill, 69,

Agenda ...

Continued from page 1

Such a change would also eliminate
the need for county assessors.

House Bill 1229 proposes eliminat-
ing new assessments as of Dec. 31,
2025, and collecting of property taxes
as of Dec. 31, 2026. It would also pro-
hibit the creation of new levies or ref-
erenda, and create a fund to pay off
existing referenda at the current

rates.

In order to compensate for the prop-
erty tax revenue lost for schools and
local governments, the bill proposes
extending sales taxes to transactions
for services with the exception of
health and mental health services
(including insurance premiums) and
charitable services that are tax
exempt. The state comptroller would
be responsible for distributing the

revenue from the taxes to the appro-
priate funds. About 45% would go to
schools, with 20% going to city gov-
ernments and another 20% going to
county governments based upon
their population and amount of road-
ways. The remainder would go to
township governments based on a
five-year average of their needs.
“This model actually works out
much better than we expected when
you look at the projections,” said
Prescott, who represents the south-
ern two-thirds of Jay County as well
as all of Randolph and Blackford
counties and part of Delaware and
Henry counties. “We are still very
early in the session. Even if this isn’t
the solution, we have started a mean-
ingful discussion on the issue.”
Prescott and Alexander also noted

was driving a 2010 Cadil-
lac Escalade east on the
highway when she lost
control on the slick road.
The vehicle went across
the center line and off the
north side of the road,
causing it to spin and
crash into a pole.

The vehicle Caudill was
driving was towed, with
damage estimated
between $5,000 and
$10,000. The pole is owned
by Jay County REMC.

Couldn’t turn

A California semi driver
crashed the vehicle he was
driving into a utility pole
at the intersection of

sion

Inaugurated ...

Continued from page 1

The two men followed
protocols in place for more
than 200 years of American
history, as did outgoing and
incoming Cabinet mem-
bers, lawmakers and mem-
bers of the U.S. Supreme
Court.

The scene came four
years after Trump’s follow-
ers stormed the same Capi-
tol building and attempted
to halt Congress’ certifica-
tion of the 2020 election.
Trump subsequently
declined to attend Biden’s
2021 inauguration.

Biden took action in the
final hours of his presiden-
cy to issue preemptive par-
dons to protect some of

SERVICES

Friday
Horn, George: 10:30 a.m,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,

221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Saturday
Thomas, William: 10 a.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

Trump’s best-known adver-
saries from the retribution
that the incoming presi-
dent promised to unleash
once he returned to power.
Pardoned by Biden early
Monday were members of
his family as well as Dr.
Anthony Fauci, a top med-
ical advisor to Biden; Gen.
Mark Milley, the former

chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff; and Liz
Cheney, a former Wyoming
congresswoman who joined
Democrats in trying to
remove Trump from office.

“I believe in the rule of
law, and I am optimistic
that the strength of our
legal institutions will ulti-
mately prevail over poli-

county road 500 South and
1150 West about 9:45 a.m.
Saturday.

Igbal Kaur, 28, Live Oak,
was driving a 2019 Freight-
liner Cascadia north on
county road 1150 West and
turning onto 500 South. He
wasn’t able to make the
turn, and the passenger
side of his truck hit a pole
owned by Frontier Com-
munications.

The crash knocked the
pole onto the ground and
left a phone line across the
road.

Damage is estimated
between $2,500 and $5,000.
The truck is registered to
White Fox of Indianapolis.

that newly elected Gov. Mike Braun
has been open to discussion on a
number of issues.

“A more common-sense and back-
to-our-roots approach to things
seems to be taking place,” said
Prescott.

Prescott has also introduced bills
addressing transparency of school
board elections, the posting of the
Ten Commandments in classrooms,
illegal immigration and restrictions
of advertisements of sports gaming.

Some of the issues brought up by
those in attendance at Saturday’s ses-
included underage vaping,
money received by the Union School
Corporation for online learning, and
what would become of local fire serv-
ices should the township level of gov-
ernment be eliminated.

tics,” Biden said in a state-
ment. “But these are excep-
tional circumstances, and I
cannot in good conscience
do nothing. Baseless and
politically motivated inves-
tigations wreak havoc on
the lives, safety and finan-
cial security of targeted
individuals and their fami-
lies.”

JOB OPENING

FULL TIME HEALTH DEPARTMENT SCHOOL HEALTH LIAISON
JAY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT SALARY: $50,013.60 per year

DUTIES

- Collaborate with schools and community partners to
promote whole child health, and wellbeing

- Work closely with schools and youth serving organizations to identify, develop, and
deliver educational programs geared toward student health in Pre-K through Grade 12

- Collaborate and enhance current vaccination efforts to ensure childhood
vaccine requirements and seasonal vaccine needs are addressed

- Coordinate and assist schools with vision, hearing,
oral, as well as other health screenings

- Develop operational plans and policies to achieve department objectives and services

- Represent the Health Department on coalitions, taskforces, and committees

+ Support immunization clinic operations

REQUIREMENTS

+ Associate Degree in Nursing or completion of Nursing Diploma required and
current licensing as a Licensed Practical Nurse in the State of Indiana

+ Possession of or ability to obtain certifications in TB skin testing, CPR/AED certifications,
Bloodborne Pathogens, First Aid, Stop the Bleed, National Incident Management
(NIMS) and/or other areas as required for public health programs/operations

+ Ability to effectively examine individuals, assess needs, and provide
information, treatment, assistance, or referrals

+ Ability to serve the public with diplomacy and respect, including
occasional encounters with difficult persons

+ Ability to travel off-site (active driver’s license)

+ 35 hours weekly (Monday through Friday from 8:30 am — 4:30 pm)
+ Occasional evening and weekend hours as needed for
department operations and out of town meetings
+ Follows the Jay County government office holiday schedule
All interested applicants can submit their resume to the Jay County Health Department at:

504 W. Arch St., Portland, IN 47371
Ph. 260-726-8080 Fax 260-726-2220 environmentalist@co.jay.in.us
Applications will be accepted until February 16, 2025
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Remember not to worry about tomorrow

By OLIVIA SMITH
The Commercial Review

Getting back to college
after a break is not
always easy, and the
return for the 2025 spring
semester was no differ-
ent.

The weather caused
people to scramble to
come early, only for class-
es to be canceled. The
professors didn’t care
that it was the first day
of classes, assigning
homework and essays
and discussing exams.
Returning to campus has

You're |/
On Yourﬁ
Own, |
Kid

caused many people
stress and anxiety about
getting things done
before they are assigned.
I am no exception.
Coming back to cam-
pus, I was worried about
the schedule changing

things with friends,
meaning I would have to
start all over again meet-
ing people.

I prayed the first night
back, asking if going to
college was in my cards
and telling God I might
just go back home and
figure it out.

The next day, I met
some friends of a friend
and ended up having a
fantastic conversation
about how patient God is
and how he works. I need-
ed that conversation to
remind me why I am here

and what matters. The
following week, after that
conversation, I met with
many friends, planned
meet-ups, talked with
professors and scheduled
weekly meals with those I
don’t see often. I was
excited to get back into
schoolwork and a rou-
tine.

As the excitement kept
up with everyone, I made
plans with classes and I
had a new stress
schoolwork. I got into my
head about getting every-
thing done, trying to find

time for friends, studying
and getting ahead.

Once again, I worried.

As I worried, I went to
dinner with some friends
and revealed these wor-
ries to them. One remind-
ed me that we are told in
the Bible to not worry
about tomorrow. Again, I
was reminded that I am
cared for, even if it does-
n’t feel like it.

Since I needed this
reminder multiple times
in the five days since I
was back on campus, I'm
assuming others need it

too. I don’t know what
you are going through,
but I don’t have to
because there is someone
who knows exactly what
it is and is there for you.
So, if you need the
reminder or know some-
one who needs it, tell
them you are loved and
do not need to worry
about tomorrow.
Matthew 6:34 “There-
fore, do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow
will worry about itself.
Each day has enough
trouble of its own.”

Obsession with weight creates added stress

DEAR ABBY: I am a middle-
aged slender woman born into
a family of women who have
always struggled with weight.
Ever since I can remember, I
have been subjected to nasty
jibes and microaggressions
regarding my weight.

My siblings have always kept
a close eye on my waistline for
clues that I could be gaining.
They have also bullied and
excluded me, and I have long
suspected the reason has some-
thing to do with my weight.
Depending on my lifestyle and
the season, my weight fluctu-
ates by about 10 pounds.

When traveling family mem-
bers visit, I always hear,
“You're so skinny! I'm so jeal-
ous!” Or, if I have put on a few
pounds, “You Ilook really
healthy!” None of the other
women in my family are on the
receiving end of these unwel-
come comments, and I feel
objectified and embarrassed by
all this.

I am more than a body. I'm a
kind and caring human being
who just wants to be accepted
and respected by family mem-
bers I love, despite their annoy-

ing comments. How can I get
them to stop seeing me as a
body and start seeing me as the
caring human being I am? I
want those comments to stop.
— THIN IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR THIN: It may be
time to approach these rela-
tives head-on and say some-
thing like this:

“For years I have watched
you struggle unsuccessfully
with your weight. Frankly, it
has made me feel guilty for
being thin. It’s possible that
I was born with a higher
metabolism than the rest of
you, which is not my fault.
In all this time, I have never
commented about your
weight. So please, from now
on, quit commenting about
mine, because I find it
embarrassing for all of us.”

DEAR ABBY: My husband
hates my special needs sister.
He allowed her to come on one
short vacation but said she was
awful, annoying and a bad
influence on the kids. She does-
n’'t curse or do anything inap-
propriate. She is lazy and
obese, but the kids love her and
asked for her to come. He also
screams at me if she calls,
which she does sometimes
because I'm her legal guardian
and manage her funds. He
wants me to stop doing it and
turn her over completely to the
state.

I love my sister, and it breaks
my heart that he hates her,
doesn’t want her to visit once a
year for a few days and accuses
me of not caring about his feel-
ings or listening to him. He’s
under a lot of stress and just
hates having her around him.
Must I cut ties with my sister to
make him happy? — PULLED
IN TWO IN NEW JERSEY

DEAR PULLED: It appears
you married a selfish,
unsupportive, controlling
man who lacks empathy for
people with disabilities. I
hope you won’t cave in to his

demands and desert your sis-
ter who needs you. He has no
right to berate you for ful-
filling a family obligation. If
he can’t stand having her
visit, perhaps HE should
take a small vacation during
the few days she’s with you.
Draw the line and insist
upon it before he swallows
you up entirely.

DEAR ABBY: My sister,
brother and I lost our mom to
dementia six months ago. We
needed to start cleaning out the
house. My brother, who lives in
assisted living was unable to
help.

When I mentioned to my sis-
ter that I was going to start
cleaning out the kitchen, she
told me she didn’t want me
there alone. I told her when a
person offers to help, the polite
thing to say is thank you. Well,
she hasn’t spoken to me in the
last five months. She and her
husband have taken to cleaning
out the house on their own.

I know my sister has person-
ality disorders. Her doctor told
that to my mom from the time
sis was a teen. She won’t take

my calls. I have apologized 100
times. What now? — SAD SIS-
TER IN ARIZONA

DEAR SISTER: When
someone with a personality
disorder is also suffering
from an emotional stressor
such as grief, they are, to
put it mildly, not at their
best.

Did your sister object to
you going to the house
because she was afraid you
would take something with-
out telling her? Did your
mother leave a will describ-
ing what she wanted you,
your sister and your brother
to have in the event of her
death? What is supposed to
be done with the house and
its contents?

Because your sister won’t
accept or answer your calls,
seek out a lawyer for guid-
ance.

Dear Abby is written by Abi-
gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or PO. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Save on Windows & Doors!

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Today
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient  Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance
C, 510 W. Votaw St., Port-
land.

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the third
Tuesday of each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will

be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

FRIENDS OF
COUNTY LIBRARY
Will meet at 6 p.m. the
third Tuesday of each
month at the library, 315
N. Ship St., Portland.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
pm. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

JAY

Sudoku

Level: Beginner
Saturday’s Solution
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The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called

Wednesday

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

EUCHRE CLUB — Will
meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of each month
at Chalet Village Health
and Rehabilitation in the

North Lounge.
COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-

LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.
PORTLAND EAGLES —
Will meet at 6 p.m., on the
second and fourth
Wednesday of the month
at the Eagles’ lodge, 320 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

DENTAL

Insurance

Great coverage for retiree

Get your FREE
Information Kit

It's easy! Call today

1-844-244-7025

Dental50Plus.com/Hoosier

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group
for friends and families
of alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis
at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday

LAWYERS IN
LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consultations
with a lawyer are avail-
able from 10 a.m. to noon
at Jay County Public
Library, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland. Consulting is
available on topics includ-
ing divorce, custody,
guardianship, tenant-
landlord issues, bankrupt-
cy, debt collection, estates
and immigration. Those
interested in participating
should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.
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Space for color ads is limited and will
be on a first-come, first-serve basis.

Deadline for ads is Monday, Jan. 20
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Our brides special section will be distributed in
The Commercial Review (Portland),
The News-Gazette (Winchester)
and The News Times (Hartford City)
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Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. To find a
network provider, go to physiciansmutual com/find-dentist. This specific offer not available in CO, NV, NY, VA - call 1-800-
969-47810r respond for a similar offer in your state. Certificate C254/B465, C250A/B438 (1D: C2541D; PA: C254PA); Insurance
Policy P154/B469, P150/B439 (GA: PIS4GA; OK: P1540K; TN: PIS4TN).

6347




Page 4

The Commercial Review

Tuesday, January 21, 2025

Honoring accomplishment is good

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Everywhere I looked last week,
people were receiving the Sag-
amore of the Wabash award from
outgoing Gov. Eric Holcomb.
Most were given in his office in
front of the fireplace. His face
must have been stiff from all the
smiling.

Among the awardees were:

ey
Niki
Kelly

A former GOP party chair
«Several Ball State University

+A private college executive board members
*The Purdue University presi- <A mayor
dent A Purdue University trustee
A biotech executive «Another mayor
A former House speaker A political strategist
+A lobbyist A bank executive
<An attorney who represented «More attorneys
Holcomb in a constitutional law- A 700 president
suit «A firefighter
«Another attorney +A health care executive
<A lawmaker A CEO
+A civil rights advocate «An auto-racing leader
A law partner «Another lawmaker
«Another private college execu- A congressional staffer
tive A baseball executive

<A businessman

posted publicly online. There are
SO many more.

I sent a note to Holcomb’s office
asking for a final list of those
awardees but, alas, the request
wasn’t answered.

Back in 2021, I wrote a story on
how often high honors, including
the Sagamore, are given.

At that point — five years into
his eight-year tenure — Holcomb
had given more than 1,100
awards. Of that, 585 were the Sag-
amore award, considered by
many to be the highest honor.

It was started in the 1940s by
Gov. Ralph Gates. The term “sag-
amore” was used by the Native
American tribes of the North-
west Territory to describe a lower
chief or a great man among the
tribe to whom the true chief
would look for advice and wis-
dom. Each governor has his own
criteria for giving the Sagamore
award — though anyone can
nominate someone.

Mitch Daniels limited use of the
award to preserve its meaning.
He gave only 250, according to
that 2021 Journal Gazette article.

Former governors Robert Orr
and Evan Bayh gave more than
3,600 Sagamores each.

Daniels revived the Sachem
Award, and only one is issued
each year. Recipients have includ-
ed legendary college basketball
coach John Wooden in 2005 and
Lincoln National Corp. CEO Ian
Rolland in 2012.

Holcomb’s last Sachem was
given to Clay Robbins, the chair
and CEO of the Lilly Endowment,
Inc.

Holcomb added his own award
to the cadre: the Circle of Cory-
don, the home of Indiana’s first
state capital. It recognizes “those
who have made remarkable con-
tributions that have bettered Indi-
ana and demonstrated the quali-
ties exemplified by our greatest
citizens.”

And there are also the Distin-

guished Hoosier Award, which
has been given by governors for
more than 50 years to recognize
outstanding Indiana residents,
and the Honorary Hoosier Award
to recognize those not from Indi-
ana but who have made outstand-
ing contributions to the state.

Maybe I should be upset at the
diminishment of the Sagamore
of the Wabash. After all, several
of those who were awarded in the
last two weeks already had a Sag-
amore from a previous governor.

But I honestly can’t bring
myself to care that much. I am all
for recognizing Hoosiers doing
amazing things, no matter what
you call it.

Kelly, editor-in-chief of Indiana
Capital Chronicle, has covered the
Indiana Statehouse since 1999.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news
organization. Its website is indi-

And those were only the ones

Gaza ceasefire
now has to stick

Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

Which U.S. president
gets credit for
the Gaza ceasefire, the
one incoming or the one
outgoing?

Who cares?

Let’s just say both
administrations did their
part and be done.

What matters is that
the people of Gaza get a
road to post-Hamas
recovery and the Israeli
hostages can come home,
be reunited with their
families and tell their
stories. At least the ones
who are still alive. In the
gruesome business of
hostage counting, dead
bodies also matter, espe-
cially for those of the
Jewish faith. No one
doubts there will be plen-
ty of those and that all
homecomings will be suf-
fused with agony as well
as joy.

But the world only
spins forward. Decent
people on all sides now
are praying that the wob-
bly ceasefire ending this
brutal 15-month war is
maintained without fur-
ther loss of life, Israeli or
Palestinian.

For all the withering
criticism lobbed his way
from the administration
of President Joe Biden,
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has
given up plenty for this
deal, releasing many
Palestinian prisoners
held in Israel and fending
off those on his far-right
flank who see it as agree-
ing to something less
than the total eradication
of Hamas. But that was
always more of a symbol-
ic goal than a practical
one.

Hamas might not be
wiped from the face of
the earth but the terror-
ist organization, not to
mention its friends
in Hezbollah, is mortally
wounded and anyone
versed in realpolitik
knows that you don’t sac-
rifice a 95% gain for the
last 5% of the journey. In
some Israeli minds, an
alternative leadership
structure should have
been in place before any
ceasefire but that’s not
practical. The high-rank-
ing Israelis we have spo-
ken to are focused on
bringing home their
hostages. In the end, the
likes of Qatar, the United
Arab Emirates and Saudi
Arabia will have to be

Guest
Editorial

Decent people
on all sides
now are
praying that
the wobbly
ceasefire
ending
this brutal
15-month war
is maintained
without further
loss of life,
Israeli or
Palestinian.

involved in the reinvest-
ing in, and rebuilding
of, Gaza. But the hostage
release has to come first
and for that a deal must
be made with Hamas and
the fighting must cease.

The Palestinian people,
betrayed by Hamas and
treated  brutally by
Israeli forces, already
have watched tens of
thousands die around
them and communities
reduced to rubble.
They’ve had more than
enough.

Donald Trump and his
seemingly effective spe-
cial envoy, Steve Witkoff,
will have a lot more work
to do with a fragile agree-
ment that has multiple
stages, meaning several
opportunities for one
party or the other to walk
away. The last thing
Trump needs is an ongo-
ing war and in that the
president-elect’s inter-
ests align with everyone
outside a group of nar-
row-minded extremists.

Trump already has
begun his victory lap.
But the man who prides
himself on the mastery
of the art of the deal had
first better make darn
sure this one sticks.

Prior to Holcomb, then-Gov.

anacapitalchronicle.com.
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No one should count on luck

By JAY BALAGNA
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

As bad as the fires in the Los Ange-
les area have been — more than 12,000
structures burned, about 180,000 peo-
ple evacuated, more than 35,000 acres
scorched, and at least 25 deaths—
they could have been even worse. Offi-
cials noted they didn’t “ have enough
fire personnel ... to handle this,” but
in some ways we Angelenos got lucky.

American wildland firefighting
today is built on a complex network
of local, state and federal agencies
that are often called to support one
another, traveling long distances
across state lines to do so. This is how
firefighters from neighboring states
like Nevada and Arizona can current-
ly be found on the fire lines in L.A,,
and why the aircraft overhead bear
liveries from nearby Orange County
and faraway Quebec. North Ameri-
ca’s wildland firefighting systems
rely on this sort of mutual aid as
backup, and it was sheer luck that
many agencies — both near and far —
had capacity in this moment to spare.
As of Tuesday afternoon, when num-
bers started to slowly decline, there
were 5,123 firefighters assigned to the
Palisades fire and 3,408 assigned to
the Eaton fire, according to status
reports.

But a system built on luck is not a
durable system. It is already strained,
and it risks breaking down in a world
of greater and more frequent wild-
fires.

In the U.S., the federal forces that
form the wildland firefighting sys-
tem’s backbone are the Forest Service
and the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, along with a handful of smaller
agencies. All are overworked,
because of a long history of overbur-
dening and underpaying a workforce
that is mostly seasonal. Those agen-
cies face deep and constant staffing
shortfalls, leading to a wildland fire
workforce in America that faces men-

Jay
Balagna

tal and physical health crises
and even homelessness.

The better-supported and more sta-
ble local and state agencies, by neces-
sity, must focus on their local juris-
dictions first. The only reason
Orange County can send so much
help to L.A. at the moment is that
there are currently no large fires
burning in Orange County. If Canadi-
an wildfires were burning, we could-
n’t have counted on the Quebecois
Super Scooper aircraft we see skim-
ming water from the Pacific to fight
the Palisades fire.

L.A. County is already home to
some of the highest concentrations —
and highest quality — of firefighting
resources anywhere in the world.
More personnel or equipment would
not have meant that the Palisades or
Eaton fires would have been sup-
pressed in a day or two. Given the
severe drought and winds, along with
the lack of beneficial natural or pre-
scribed fire in the landscape that has
built up what experts refer to as the
region’s fire debt, ignitions this
month were perhaps destined to
cause major fires.

Even if nothing could have stopped
those fires, L.A. only narrowly
escaped further destruction from
numerous new blazes that started
after the Palisades and Eaton fires
were already burning out of control.
As is normal in our current system,
additional firefighters from outside
the local area arrived to backstop the
initial responders when they were
exhausted after their 24- or 48-hour
shifts. Those relief firefighters

helped to ensure new fires didn’t
escalate out of control, too.

As a former fireﬁghter myself, I've
long preached the benefits of the
mutual aid and resource-sharing sys-
tems. Our world is changing, though,
and firefighting tactics must follow.
Our firefighting systems are still
organized around seasonal staffing
surges — but as these January blazes
make clear, there is no such thingas a
“fire season” anymore.

Land managers, researchers and
advocates correctly point to the dire
need to reintroduce fire to Western
landscapes to repair some of the dam-
age done by more than a century of
mismanagement. But prescribed fire
in densely populated Altadena or
Santa Monica is a tricky task with
limited scope. As fires in the so-called
wildland-urban interface grow ever
more destructive, fighting them is
still often the only answer that pro-
tects lives and property.

And fighting them requires us to
have the workforce to do so. We need
that workforce to be stable, year-
round and localized. This means
exploring options such as perpetual
National Guard activations with a
focus on firefighting. It might even
mean implementing voluntary local
or national service models that fun-
nel Americans’ desire to help into
these overdrawn and overwhelmed
systems. None of this would substi-
tute for the mutual aid we see when
communities share resources; those
systems should be expanded as well.

Whatever the new system looks
like, it can’t just keep doing the same
thing we have done every fire season
— because if the usual response did-
n’t work in L.A., it won’t work any-
where.

Balagna, a former wildland fire-
fighter, is an assistant policy
researcher at the nonprofit, nonparti-
san Rand. He lives in Los Angeles near
the Eaton fire.
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Invenergy reaches supply deal

Invenergy announced
last week that it has
reached a supply agree-
ment with Hubbell.

The supply agreement
involves $70 million in
investment in the Grain
Belt Express Phase 1 trans-
mission line project in Mis-
souri. Construction on the
project is expected to begin
in 2026.

“Grain Belt Express is
the highest capacity trans-
mission line in the U.S. and
the longest line the U.S. has
built in over 50 years, mak-
ing this domestic supply
agreement among the
largest of its kind in the
industry,” said Invenergy
executive vice president for
transmission  Shashank
Sane in a press release.
“The products made by
Hubbell and distributed out
of Centralia will ensure a
more reliable, resilient
energy grid at a time of
unprecedented demand.”

Invenergy is developing
Skycrest Solar in north-
west Jay County.

Deal announced

Leeward Renewable
Energy announced more
than 700 megawatts in
renewable energy projects
in Oklahoma.

Business
roundup

The projects include the
372-megawatt Mayes Coun-
ty Solar portfolio, which
includes three facilities in
southern OKklahoma. The
will support the company’s
agreement with Google to
support its data center
operations.

“We are proud to expand
our presence in Oklahoma
with these projects which
are ideally located to sup-
port Google’s data center
operations,” said Eran
Mahrer, Leeward chief
commercial officer, in a
press release. “This part-
nership with Google not
only strengthens our col-
laboration but also con-
tributes to the reliability of
OKklahoma’s electric grid
and helps advance national
energy independence. By
utilizing domestically man-
ufactured equipment and
creating job opportunities
for Oklahomans, these proj-
ects deliver tangible bene-
fits to local communities

navigating the energy tran-
sition. They underscore
our commitment to respon-
sible development and fos-
tering economic growth in
regions critical to the
future of energy”

Leeward is developing
Rose Gold Solar north of
Dunkirk.

Applications open

CenterPoint Energy
Foundation is accepting
applications for its 2025
grant cycle.

Grants are available to
nonprofit organizations in
Indiana and Ohio that sup-
port “community vitality
and education.” They cover
projects including afford-
able housing, quality of
place, literacy, STEM and
workforce development.

“We are proud of the
impact the CenterPoint
Energy Foundation contin-
ues to have in helping cre-
ate positive, meaningful
change in the communities
we’re privileged to serve,”
said CenterPoint vice presi-
dent of community rela-
tions June Deadrick in a
press release. “We remain
committed to investing in
initiatives enriching the
lives of those living and
working in communities

we currently serve, while
building a strong founda-
tion for a brighter tomor-
row. We encourage quali-
fied nonprofit organiza-
tions who focus on commu-
nity vitality and education
to apply for a grant through
Feb. 14.”

CEO named

Yum! Brands last week
named Scott Mezvinsky as
news KFC Division CEO.

Mezvinsky, has been
with Yum! Brands for
20years and currently
serves as president of Taco
Bell North American and
International. He will step
into his new role on March
1.

“Scott is one of Yum!
Brands’ most respected
leaders, with more than 20
years of experience with
the company in areas
including operations, strat-
egy, finance and develop-
ment and a strong track
record of  delivering
impactful results,” said
Yum! Brands CEO David
Gibbs. “In his most recent
role as President of Taco
Bell North America and
International, Scott has
helped implement Taco
Bell’s well-known bold and
exciting ideas and ensured

that global restaurant
teams and customers have
an industry-leading experi-
ence. He is a natural choice
to lead KFC’s long-term
global growth strategies,
working in close partner-
ship with our franchisees.”

Officer appointed

Advance Auto Parts has
appointed Shweta Bhatia as
its chief technology officer.

Bhatia previously served
as senior vice president of
technology at Dollar Gener-
al. She also has experience
with Walmart and Kohl’s.

“Shweta’s history of suc-
cessfully executing trans-
formational programs that
focus on speed, efficiency,
and providing quality solu-
tions to customers will
greatly contribute to the
execution of our three-year
financial plan,” Shane
O’Kelly, Advance president
and CEOQ, in a press release.
“We welcome Shweta to our
leadership team that is pas-
sionate about carrying out
our decisive actions which
will set up Advance for
future growth and value
creation.”

Donating for relief
Comcast NBCUniversal
is donating $10 million to

support wildfire relief
efforts in Los Angeles.

The funding includes
$2.5 million for Habitat for
Humanity of Greater Los
Angeles’ ReBUILD LA ini-
tiative. Additional funding
will go to the American
Red Cross, Entertainment
Industry Foundation
SoCal Fire Fund, Los
Angeles Fire Department
Foundation, Los Angeles
Regional Food Bank and
YMCA of Metropolitan
Los Angeles.

“We extend our deep
appreciation to the first
responders for their tire-
less and courageous
efforts and to our news
teams, including NBC4
and KVEA, who are pro-
viding vital coverage dur-
ing this time,” said Brian
L. Roberts, chairman and
CEO of Comcast, in a
press release. “We stand
ready to support our
employees and the broad-
er Los Angeles communi-
ty as we recover and
rebuild from these tragic
events.”

Does your business have
news to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be
included in our weekly
business roundup.

U.S. will ban cancer-linked Red Dye No. 3

By DEENA SHANKER
and ANNA EDNEY

Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

U.S. health officials banned
the artificial food coloring Red
No. 3, which has been linked to
cancer and is currently in
scores of products from candy
to cold medicine.

The dye will no longer be
allowed in U.S. food or ingested
drugs starting Jan. 15, 2027,
according to a Food and Drug
Administration document
posted online.

Red No. 3 is used in foods
such as Brach’s candy corn
from Ferrara Candy Co., Betty
Crocker sprinkles from Gener-
al Mills Inc. and strawberry
Ensure from Abbott Laborato-
ries. It is also found in drugs
including Takeda Pharmaceu-
tical Co. Ltd.’s Vyvanse for
attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder and store-brand
heartburn pills from Costco
Wholesale Corp. and Rite Aid
Corp.

The move comes more than
30 years since the Food and
Drug Administration prohibit-
ed the use of Red No. 3 in cos-
metics after studies found
tumors linked to the dye in lab
rats. Consumer and patient
advocacy groups petitioned the
agency in 2022 to revoke the
use of the food coloring in
American diets.

The FDA said the dye doesn’t
cause cancer in humans the
same way it does in rats but

Artificial food coloring will no longer
be allowed beginning in January 2027

under a provision known as
the Delaney Clause, anything
that causes cancer in humans
or animals is not allowed in
food in the U.S.

“The petitioners provided
data demonstrating that this
additive induces cancer in
male rats,” the FDA wrote in
its notice Wednesday.
Bloomberg previously report-
ed the decision.

One of the proponents of
banning controversial dyes
is Robert F. Kennedy Jr., Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump’s
nominee for secretary of
the Department of Health and
Human Services.

“If you can’t put it on your
skin why would you eat it?”
said Linda Birnbaum, former
director of the National Insti-
tute of Environmental Health
Sciences and the National Tox-
icology Program, in an inter-
view last month. “Bright red
dye is completely unessential.
We don’t need bright red can-
dies.”

Birnbaum signed the peti-
tion to ban Red No. 3 in
the U.S. along with about 20

advocacy groups including
Consumer Reports, Public Citi-
zen and the Environmental
Working Group.

The dye is common
in U.S. supermarkets. About
26% of baking decorations and
dessert toppings have the dye,
according to an analysis of
October data performed by
healthy food app GoCoCo. It’s
also found in 16% of chewing
gum and mints, 13% of candy,
and 11% of cookies and bis-
cuits.

“Red Dye 3 poses an unac-
ceptable risk to our health,
especially when safer alterna-
tives are readily available,”
said Brian Ronholm, director
of food policy at Consumer
Reports. “By banning Red Dye
3, the FDA will protect the pub-
lic by encouraging manufac-
turers to switch to safer ingre-
dients already used in prod-
ucts sold in Europe and numer-
ous other countries.”

The industry should be
ready to remove Red No. 3,
said Peter Lurie, executive
director of Center for Sci-
ence in the Public Interest,

which also signed the petition,
in an interview last month.
California banned Red No. 3 in
foods in 2023, though compa-
nies have until 2027 to make
the change.

A spokesperson for General
Mills said that the company
will be in compliance with Cal-
ifornia’s law when it takes
effect. Ferrara has already
begun reformulating products
without Red No. 3 to align with
consumer  preferences, a
spokesperson told Bloomberg.

Shares of General Mills and
Abbott were little changed on
Wednesday in New York.

The Consumer Brands Asso-
ciation, a food industry group,
and the National Confection-
ers Association, a candy-
focused trade organization,
both said companies would
comply with the ban.

“Our consumers and every-
one in the food industry want
and expect a strong FDA, and a
consistent, science-based
national regulatory frame-
work,” the candy group said in
a statement. “FDA is the right-
ful national regulatory deci-

sion maker and leader in food
safety.”

Red No. 3 is one of a handful
of dyes that have recently come
under scrutiny by state legisla-
tures. Lawmakers are weighing
bans on Red No. 40, which has
been associated with hyperac-
tivity in children, as well
as Yellow Nos. 5 and 6, Blue
Nos. 1 and 2, and Green No. 3.

“Red 3 has no place in our
food, especially in food market-
ed to our kids,” said Scott
Faber, senior vice president of
government affairs at Environ-
mental Working Group. “Now,
the FDA needs to take the next
step and ban other dangerous
chemicals lurking in our food.”

Some food and drug makers
have already begun switching
to other types of dyes such as
carmine, which comes from
ground insects.

The only foods in the Euro-
pean Union that can use Red
No. 3, known as erythrosin
there, are cocktail and candied
cherries.

The EU has a more robust
system to review food additives
than the U.S. does, Jim Jones,
the FDA’'s deputy commission-
er for human foods,
told U.S. senators during a
hearing on industry tactics
that have led millions of Amer-
icans to develop diabetes and
obesity. Jones said the agency
recently created an office to
examine food chemicals that
are on the market and is push-
ing Congress for more funding.

J Wood Products
For Sale
Sawdust & Firewood Call
or Text 260-251-1154.
415 W Water St. Portland.
7:00 am-3:00 pm.

Hopkins Repair,

LLC
Auto & light truck repair

Sisters
Sweet Escape

Baird Freeman

Funeral Home
221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN
260-726-7171

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr.

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road
Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390
Fortkampfoam.com

Ft. Recovery, OH
419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

41 W 275 S
Portland, IN 47371
260-202-9591

Mon-Fri. « 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins
260-251-0459

All Weath Vormohr Family
eather Dentistry .
Heating and Air 1413 W. Votaw St., Brlgade
Portland

Conditioning You’re safer

with us

260-726-7822

(260)726-4822
24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland
& Surrounding Areas

1976 W. Tyson Road,
Portland, IN 47371
(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

Jay County Drug
Prevention
Coalition

ocal 4

A Businesses

(& ey
Services

This local business listing runs
4 times a month with packages of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

100 N. Meridian St.,
Portland, IN 47371
260-251-3259
Email:
jedpccontact@gmail.com

All Circuit

Electrical, LLC
5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336
www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St.,

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Dunn Family

Dental Care
110 W. North St.
Portland, IN 47371
260-726-8007

Display Craft Signs
630 E. Votaw St.

Williams
Auto Parts, Inc.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

1127 Detroit Ave.
Portland, IN
8-5:30 Mon-Fri,
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts
since 1951
(260) 726-8001
www.williamsautoparts.com
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Dave Coverly

Peanuts

BARES SuCk )
ATAST RRADER.

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

2025 Bl Keans, Inc
At by King Features Synd

www tamilycireus com 9 o i

“Why didn’t her g

By Bil Keane

randmother live

in a retirement community like
all the other grandmothers?”

THIS 15 MY SCIENCE
REPORT WHICH 15 ON
TRAFFIC SAFETY

CAGTE Frnrta Workiwde LLL, Dt by Ardrmes Mol

THE FIRST THING I
DID WAS TO MEASURE
THE WIPTH OF THE
STREET IN FRONT OF

OUR SCHoOL..

WWHLEROGDYGO

@ 2025 UFS,Inc.

YES, SIR, T KNOW T'M ‘

SUPPOSED TO BE LOCKSTEPPED
(N ONE OF YOUR “OLD-SCHOOL
SAME-O SAME-O CLASSES.

Wit MY RULER!

GET OFF MY
BACK, KID!

Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

WHAT T AM HERE TD PROPUSE. |S
MY NEW COMPREHENSIVE

CURRICULUM T REFLACE THE
CURRENT ANTIQUATED DRONINGS. J?

T'p

B IO TopewtAN Jicr. BY CREATORS, Cor

BEFORE YOU SAY ANYTHING,

NEW CURRICULUM ALSO
INCLUDES THREE-HOU R,

LIKETO ADD THAT THE

Hi and Lois

woo HoTRuEIH

A BOTTLE
AND A
DIAPERY

Between Friends

Blondie

¥ SOV %
5 A
~ £
% &
/jf' M h_‘(
STRATEGIES
Lor
SELF-CARE, |

2
§
2
x
B
-

GET
SEVEN To NINE
HouRs of

SLeef
EVERY NIGHT

MY FATHER

MARTINI AND A CIGAR
WHEN HE CAME HOME.

GOT A

NOTE:

Poss\BLE

MR. B, I'VE BEEN
GIVING A LOT 1=
OF THOUGHT

Jo=—

1 THINK I'D LIKE

Snuffy Smith

.

o

veww. Blondie.com

SOMEONE IS CERTAINLY IN

-  DEEP THOUGHT
t/i?“g I'M THINKING

71 1 MIGHT BE
| WORKING

7 AT_THE
N WRONG
OFFICE
1

I OBJECT, YORE
HONOR !! THAT'S

PAW !! PAW,
WAKE UP 1!

. World rights 1aserved.

B2025 by King Faatures Syndicate, In

YO'RE HAVIN

YORE COURTMARES !

' ANOTHER ONE'A

Contract
Bridge

£ By Steve Becker

Where there’s life, there’s hope

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

~ But when you consider the matter
further, a brighter prospect emerges,

NORTH You might be able to make the con-
aKQ52 tract via an elimination play. So.
YK6 you win the diamond return with
*AT4 the king, draw three rounds of

SAKE3 trump and cash the A-K of clubs.
WEST EAST After the trumps and clubs both
674 a863 turn out to be divided 3-2, your
Y0843 YAQJO5  chances of making four spades
$09652 *110 improve significantly. You next
&972 *QJ6 cash the ace of diamonds, and
SOUTH then. with fingers crossed, you exit

AaATI0Y from dummy with a club.

vi2 When East wins the trick with the
+KB83 queen, which is whal you were hop-
*10754 ing for. the contract becomes a vir-
The bidding: tual certainty. Assuming East
North  East South  West  started with five hearts for his over-
1 & 1y 14 Pass call, he now has nothing but hearts
46 left in his hand. When he returns

Opening lead — three of hearts.

Assume you're in four spades and
West leads a low heart. East col-
lects two heart tricks and shifts to
the jack of diamonds. How would
you play the hand?

The outlook is not good. Tt seems
certain that you'll lose a diamond
and a club and go down one. Of
course, you might get lucky and
calch the doubleton Q-J of clubs,
but the 7% chance of this occurring

ong, you discard a diamond from
one hand and ruff in the other to
make four spades.

The hand illustrates how a
declarer can sometimes salvage
what appears to be a hopeless con-
tract. The key to success in such
situations is 1o (ry o piclure an
opposing distribution that would
allow you to get home safely and
then play for it to be that way. More
often than not, your hopes will go
unrewarded, but occasionally the

doesn’t cheer you up much. outcome will be a happy one.

Tomeorrow: Keeping in touch.
22025 King Features Syndicate Inc.

1-21 CRYPTOQUIP

VI Z DJLHQXCZUVIL NQDPVLQC,
IQUDR Z YVE JXZLEQ EIJWXN.
URZU'PP EVHQ URQO SWOSGVL
Ul UZPG ZYIWU.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN THE CIRCLE
WAS DOING STUPID THINGS, WHAT DID THE

TRIANGLE SAY TO IT? “YOU’RE POINTLESS.”
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals H

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 39 Zadora DOWN 23 Soccer —
1 Idle of of “Hair- 1 Dutch 24 Prior
Monty spray” cheese night
Python 40 Huge 2 Excep- 25 Cam-
5 Homer's success tional paigned
lament 43 H.L.— 3 “The doc- 26 More, to
8 Grate (The tor — Manuel
12 Sprint Sage 4 Talkative 27 Polish
13 Geo- of Balt- 5 Fiend tennis
logical more) 6 Pitcher star
period 47 Cites Hershiser  Swiatek
14 Intro 49 Comic 7 Soloin 28 Convent
studio actor space head
class Danny 8 Actress 29 “Today”
15 Met 50 Okla- Phylicia rival,
melody homa 9 With the briefly
16 Knee tribe bow, 31 Pint-sized
cartlage 51 Non- musically 34 Flavors
18 Cough sense 10 Poker 35K thru 12
drop 52 French type 36 Tom
flavor 101 verb 11 Galileo’s Collins
20 Valerie 53 Military birthplace  liquor
Harper VIPs 17 Pressing 37 Website
sitcom 54 Gl's need invader
21 Light address 19 Actor 39 Green
brown 55 Marsh Linden sauce
22 Fluffy plant 22 Plead 40 Urban
neck- haze
piece iam . : 41 Apportion
23 Streep Solution time: 22 mins. 42 Shorty
of “The 43 -Q
Post" bridge
26 Patching 44 Designer
up Spade
30Labeggs [D|A[Y 45 Literary
31 Witty one : g 8 Jane
32 Wrigley 46 Must
product m m have
33 Protéges  [plaly 17| 48 British
36 Accra's  [A[L[E N singer
country  [MIE|S T Rita
38 Stein filler Yesterday’s answer 1-21
1 [2 [3 |4 9 [0 [
12 14
15
18

IWANT TO BE WHATS
THE LAZIEST STOPPING
SOLDIER IN

Z THEENTIRE U.5,

You
2

1zt

LACK OF
AMBITION

WALKER.

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,

Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Auto Sales & Senvice, Tue.
Highway 67 W,

Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

Wendel's

'.'t, Von Schrader Dry

| foam Cleaning

For Quick Drying,
Residential &

7/ e :
Green Seal® Commercial

Approved

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520

Cell 260-729-2797

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

Bricker & Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

¢ Life » Health
¢ International
Medical
Employee Benefits
¢ Dental ¢ Vision
* Medicare
Supplements ¢
Annuities
MA’E‘T FRANKS
your ometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

GET ITIN THE

CLASSIFIEDS
You never know what you might find in
The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a new car to a new home, to a new
job,
the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com
or call

260-726-8141

www.alaskaheatingandcooling.com

LASKA
Albany: 765-789-8036

YOWU are the reason
we are in business!

a2

WE ARE CELEBRATING 29 YEARS IN BUSINES S!

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes
Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

ISEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquE,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery
Comments or
Problems?
Call our
Circulation
Hotline
260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning:

8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,
Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10am.-4p.m.
Circulation Department

Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.
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Turnovers ...

Continued from page 8

The pressure wasn’'t as
frequent in the second
quarter, but the Tribe con-
tinued to pull away as a
Niekamp post move made it
28-4. Emma Schmitz and
Muhlenkamp scored back-
to-back hoops on put backs
during a 7-0 run, and
Niekamp’s final steal and
layup made it 41-8 at the
break.

“We wanted to start out
strong and we started in
that full-court press to get
things going,” said
Niekamp. “We've been
working on our defense in
practice ... Not just this
game, but overall, our goal
is to let our defense become
our offense. I think that this
game was a great game to
show that and get that
going.”

The bulk of the second
half was played with a run-
ning clock after a Muh-
lenkamp hoop early in the
third quarter. The Indians
proceeded to score the first
17 points of the second half
for a 50-point advantage
before Bradford closed the
gap a bit after the benches
were cleared.

Niekamp shot 10-0f-18
(56%) from the field, includ-
ing hitting her only 3-point
attempt, as she single-hand-
edly outscored the Rail-
roaders with her 24 points.
The senior had a team-best
nine rebounds and an
assist to cap a week in
which she made official her
plans to play at Bluffton
University next year.

The 5-foot, 11-inch for-
ward was joined in double
figures by the 6-foot Muh-
lenkamp with 16 points and

Box score

Fort Recovery Indians
vs. Bradford Railroaders

Girls varsity summary

Bradford (6-4)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

NWood 0-0 0-0 0
Hill 1-6 0-0 2
Canan 2-4 0-0 5
MWood 2-6 2-4 6
Shroyer 1-2 0-0 3
Elsner 0-0 0-0 0
Hocker 1-4 0-0 3
Evans 1-4 1-2 3
Lavey 0-0 0-0 0
Hammaker 0-0 0-0 0
Totals 8-26 36 22
.308 .500

Def. rebound percentage: .531

Fort Recovery (2-7)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

CMuhlnkmp 1-3 0-0 2
Frantz 0-0 0-0 0
Niekamp 10-18 33 24
Schoenlein 0-1 1-2 1
Schmitz 2-3 0-0 4
Bihn 0-2 0-0 0
Tobe 0-0 0-0 0
Homan 6-10 1-3 13
KMuhlnkmp 7-17 2-4 16
Hiser 0-0 0-0 0
Ranly 0-0 00 00
Totals 26-58 814 61
.448 571

Def. rebound percentage: .900

Score by quarters:
Bradford 4 4 3 11—22
FRHS 22 19 17 3 —61

3-point shooting: Bradford 3-15
(Shroyer 1-2, Canan 1-3, Hocker 1-
3, Hill 0-5, Evans 0-2). Fort Recov-
ery 1-5 (Niekamp 1-1, KMuh-
lenkamp 0-3, Homan 0-1).

Rebounds: Bradford 19 (Evans 9,
MWood 4, Hocker 2, Hill, Shroyer,
Lavey, team). Fort Recovery 33
(Niekamp 9, KMuhlenkamp 6,
Homan 5, Schoenlein 3, CMuh-
lenkamp 2, Schmitz 2, Ranly 2,
team 2, Bihn, Tobe).

Assists: Bradford 2 (MWood,
Hocker). Fort Recovery 10 (Homan
4, KMuhlenkamp 3, CMuhlenkamp,
Niekamp, Schoenlein).

Blocks: Bradford 3 (Hill, MWood,
Elsner). Fort Recovery 1 (Homan).

Personal fouls: Bradford 9
(NWood 2, MWood 2, Evans 2,
Canan, Hocker, Hammaker). Fort
Recovery 7 (CMuhlenkamp 2,
Schoenlein 2, Niekamp, Bihn,
KMuhlenkamp).

Turnovers: Bradford 27. Fort
Recovery 5.

the 5-foot, 10-inch Homan
with 13.

“That’s a huge weapon
for us,” said Deitsch of the
tall trio, “not only the skill,
but just the mindset that
they have to be able to
attack to score. And really
all three of them are scor-
ers by nature ...

"Once they get the ball in
their hand, they really
know what to do with it.”

Homan added five
rebounds and four assists.

The wide margin gave
Deitsch the opportunity to
go to his bench early after
his starting five went the
distance against Minster.
Sophomore Emma Schmitz

scored four points off the
bench. Madie Schoenlein
saw extended playing time
and she and Kendall Ranly
each hit a free throw.

“That was awesome for
them — for Kendall to come
in and hit a free throw,
Madie came in and made
some big plays,” said
Niekamp. “That’s just real-
ly good to see and give them
a chance to get a look at the
court and give us some
depth going forward.

It was the fourth consec-
utive loss for the Railroad-
ers who dropped to 3-13.
Megan Wood was their
leading scorer with six
points.

the weekend.

point winner.
Hayden

Continued from page 8
Guggenbiller leads
YORKTOWN — Carsyn Guggen-
biller dominated as the Jay County
Winter Swim team competed at the
Robbin Linsey Memorial Meet over

Guggenbiller made a state cut in
the 100-yard backstroke, while win-
ning all eight of her events en route
to being the 9-10-year-old girls high

Guggenbiller
Addisyn Champ were both high
point winners as well, claiming the
8-and-younger girls and 11-12-year-
old girls divisions respectively.

Roundup ...

Nine tankers made divisional
cuts as well. They were:

*Elly Byrum in the 200 freestyle
and 200 breaststroke

«Isabelle Byrum in the 100 breast-

stroke
+Gabby
freestyle

stroke

backstroke
and

Hayden Guggenbiller won eight freestyle
events, while Champ claimed
seven. fly

Gibson
«Lydia Hoevel in the 100 breast-
«Jaley Knapschafer in the 100
«Maria Laux in the 200 freestyle,

200 backstroke and 100 butterfly
-Emme Theurer in the 100 butter-

fly and 100 backstroke
Maddy Timmerman in the 50

+Grant Glentzer in the 100 butter-

in the 1,650

Sports on tap

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

FRHS freshman Brooke Bihn takes a jumpshot during Saturday’s 61-
22 win over Bradford. Bihn, along with many of the other younger Indians, got
an opportunity to play late in the game as the Tribe dominated.

Freeman has given ‘zero
thought’ into coaching in NFL

NFL Network reported earlier in the
week that the Bears were interested in
interviewing Freeman for their vacant

By COLLEEN KANE
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

CHICAGO — Notre Dame coach Mar-
cus Freeman said he has put “zero
thought” into coaching in the NFL
despite reported interest this week from

the Chicago Bears.

Speaking on Saturday at media day for
the College Football Playoff national
championship, Freeman told reporters in
Atlanta he has been too busy preparing
for his team’s matchup against Ohio
State on Monday to think about an NFL

future.

“To hear that the Bears have interest,
it’s humbling,” Freeman said. “It’s the
NFL. But it’s also a reminder of with
team success comes individual success.

“I have put zero thought into coaching
in the NFL. All my attention has just been
on getting this team prepared for every
opportunity we have in front of us.”

head coaching job.

Freeman, 39, would be the latest entry
into a lengthy list of candidates that have
spanned the NFL and college ranks. The

Bears have interviewed at least 16 coach-

rebuffed.

es and have reported interest in a handful
of others. Most recently, an ESPN report
Saturday said the Bears inquired about
trading for Pittsburgh Steelers coach
Mike Tomlin, an idea the Steelers

Freeman was named the Notre Dame

coach in December 2021 after one season
as the Irish defensive coordinator. He has
gone 33-9 as their coach, including 14-1
this season. The former Ohio State line-
backer, whom the Bears drafted in the
fifth round in 2009, previously was a coor-
dinator or position coach for Cincinnati,
Purdue and Kent State.

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Swim at Muncie Cen-
tral — 6 p.m.; Boys basketball at Hager-
stown — 6 p.m.; Girls basketball (varsity
only) at Norwell — 7:30 p.m.; Junior high
girls basketball vs. Blackford — 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Swim tri-meet at
Delta — 5:30 p.m.; Girls basketball vs.

South Adams - 6 p.m.; Middle school
girls basketball at Coldwater — 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today
3 a.m. — Grand Slam tennis: Aus-

tralian Open (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — College basketball: Butler
at UConn (FS1); Mississippi State at

Tennessee (ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: New York Knicks
at Brooklyn Nets (TNT)

9 p.m. — College basketball: North
Carolina at Wake Forest (ESPN);
Creighton at DePaul (FS1); Minnesota
at lowa (BTN)

9 p.m. — Grand Slam tennis: Aus-
tralian Open (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — NBA: Philadelphia 76ers
at Denver Nuggets (TNT)

11 p.m. — College basketball:
Washington at Oregon (BTN)

Wednesday
3 a.m. — Grand Slam tennis: Aus-
tralian Open (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — College basketball:

Kansas at TCU (ESPN2); Indiana at
Northwestern (BTN); Xavier at St. John’s
(FS1)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Minnesota Tim-
berwolves at Dallas Mavericks (ESPN)

8 p.m. — College basketball: La
Salle at Saint Louis (FDSN Indiana)

9 p.m. — College basketball: Texas
A&M at Ole Miss (ESPN2); Nevada at

Utah State (FS1); USC at Nebraska
(BTN)

10 p.m. — NBA: Golden State War-
riors at Sacramento Kings (ESPN)

10 p.m. — NHL: Florida Panthers at
Los Angeles Kings (TNT)

To have an event listed in “Sports on
tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

90 SALE CALENDAR

100 JOBS WANTED

130 MIS. FOR SALE

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Womenis
Building at Jay County
Fairgrounds, 806 W
Votaw St., Portland, IN
Thursday Afternoon
January 23th, 2025
4:30 P. M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS-
OLD ITEMS
Queen size bed; sound
mixing board; dresser
with mirror; oversized
recliner; portable wash-
er; portable air condi-
tioner; remote airplane;
(2) remote controlled RV
trucks; Tonka Trucks;
deer head and many
other items not listed.
MOWERS-TOOLS
John Deere STX 38 rid-
ing lawn mower with
bagger; 12i small
manure spreader; Am
Pro PA2000 air com-
pressor; jig saw; angle
grinder; hay claws;
horse feeder; wet saw;
chicken boxes; and
many other items not
listed.

MARY THORNTON
AND
SLUSSER FAMILY
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kayden Khayyata
AU12400069

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling.  260-849-
2489.

LOOKING FOR House
Cleaning or Babysitting
jobs. 3088 E. 800 N.
Bryant, IN 47326

110 HELP WANTED

DUNKIRK FIRE
DEPARTMENT IS cur-
rently seeking a full-time
firefighter. Current hours
are two 24-hour shifts a
week with the possibility
of overtime when
required. Minimum
requirements: Firefighter
| & Il certified, Emer-
gency Responder, cur-
rent CPR, HazMat
Awareness, and a valid
Driveris License. Appli-
cations are available at
the Dunkirk Municipal
Office.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing,  ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major

highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead

cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
WwWWw.Sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumis Salvage

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

TO THE OWNERS OF THE
WITHIN DESCRIBED
REAL ESTATE AND ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES:
NOTICE OF
SHERIFF'S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of
a decree to me directed from
the Clerk of the Superior
Court of Jay County, Indiana,
in Cause No. 38D01-2407-MF-
000015 wherein NewRez LLC
d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage
Servicing was Plaintiff, and
David S. Wilhelm, et al were
the Defendant, requiring me
to make the sum as provided
for in said Decree with inter-
est and costs, I will expose at
public sale to the highest bid-
der, on the 13th day of Febru-
ary, 2025 at the hour of 10 A.M,
as soon thereafter as is possi-
ble at the Jay County Sheriffs
Department 120 North Court
Street; 3rd Floor Courthouse;
Portland, IN 47371 in Jay
County, Indiana, the fee sim-
ple of the whole body of Real
Estate in Jay County, Indiana.
Lots numbered Twenty-two
and Twenty-three(22-23) in
Current's South side Addition
to the town of Redkey, Indi-

ana.

More Commonly Known As:

328 E. Grandview Ave,

Redkey, IN 47373

Parcel No.

38-09-24-302-015.000-031
Together with rents, issues,
income, and profits thereof,
said sale will be made without
relief from valuation or ap-
praisement laws.

Larry R. Newtown Jr.
Sheriff of Jay County
Phillip A. Norman #13734-64
Benjamin J Pliskie #30407-45
PHILLIP A. NORMAN P.C.

CR 1-14,21,28-2025-HSPAXLP

GETIT IN

THE CLASSIFIEDS
You never know what you
might find in
The Commercial Review
Classifieds.

From a new car to a new
home, to a new job,
the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery
Comments or
Problems?
Call our
Circulation
Hotline
260-251-9588
After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,
Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10am.-4p.m.
Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.




JCHS boys wrestling
took first place at Celina,
see roundup below
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Sports

www.thecr.com

Jay girls basketball
travels to Norwell today,
see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review

Turnovers to transition

Fort Recovery uses defense to spark offense in blowout

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY — Caitlynn
Shroyer dribbled toward the left
sideline. Cameron Muhlenkamp
and Brooke Bihn swarmed her.
She tried to send a pass back to
Mackenzie Hocker near the top of
the key.

Karlie Niekamp sliced into the
passing lane, knocked the ball
away and cruised down the court
for an easy layup.

That final play of the first half
was a microcosm of the game.

Fort Recovery High School’s
girls basketball team used a com-
bination of full-court pressure
and half-court traps to force 20
first-half turnovers in a 61-22 vic-
tory over the Bradford Railroad-
ers.

“That was something we really
worked on yesterday in practice,
was being able to change things
up defensively and being able to
really go out and execute and try
to get some of those easy bas-
kets,” said FRHS coach Tyler
Deitsch, adding that he didn’t feel
his team played to its potential in
a 37-23 loss Thursday to Minster.
“So being able to change things
up on defense and adjust and
make them also kind of slow
things down and think about
what they’re doing ... was a big
emphasis for us ...

“Just with our length and how
aggressively we played today was
really big with that and being
able to push the ball down the
floor with our tall girls up top,
being able to get transition layups
is just huge.”

Most of the points for the Indi-
ans (7-9) came off of turnovers,
with back-to-back Bridget Homan
steals leading to Kennedy Muh-
lenkamp layups for a 10-2 lead
less than five minutes into the
game. The Tribe closed the first
quarter with a dozen consecutive
points for an 18-point advantage.

See Turnovers page 7

the Tribe, which forced 20 first-half turnovers.

Portiland’s Largest Selection o

FRESJH CUT
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EATS
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AWORD WINNING MEQT S

While supplies last, no rain checks

Fisher Gift Cards available for purchase! They can be used
at either Portiand or Muncie locations and never expire.
Fisher's 39 (bag weight)
iam oaf * 33 whole. ¢ 1569
. b
Thick Cut Bone In Beef FI"Ets
Pork Chopss 49 . .
Ib sliced free or by the piece $24.99/1b
Prime to Choice
Ribs 523.9 Boneless Ribeyes
S 1 7 99
Chunks o
SeafoodSalad ............. ...ttt $7.49/1b
........................ $5.39/1b

Bone In Country Style
Ham 39
33
Colby & Cojack Cheese
From Fisher’s Smokehouse

AllBeefHotDogs ............... Buy 1 pkg get 1 pkg Free
HamSalad .......... ... . it $3.99/1b
Shaved PitHam .............................. $4.39/1b
Bologna ............ciiiiiiiiii it a e $3.99/1b

“while supplies last, no rain checks, sale prices reflected at the register

300 W. Walnut St., Portland, IN

(260) 726-7355
Monday - Friday 8 am-5 pm e Saturday 8 am-1 pm e Closed Sunday

Call your order in today!

Freezer bundles are also available. They offer the perfect mix of our most
popular cuts of meat in quantities small enough to not crowd your freezer

or cramp your budget.
Save time and energy with call ahead ordering and have your order ready
to go when you arrive.

www.fishermeats.com

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Karlie Niekamp and Kennedy Muhlenkamp (right) of Fort Recovery High School swarm Bradford’s Hayven Evans
during the first half of the Indians’ 61-22 victory Saturday morning. Niekamp totaled 24 points and Muhlenkamp had 16 for

Robinson leads Jay

Celina Lions Invitational

CELINA, Ohio — The Patriots only
had one wrestler reach the top of the
podium, but it was enough to lift the
team to the top of the standings.

The Jay County High School boys
wrestling team took first place out of 14
teams in the Celina Lions Invitational
on Saturday.

The Patriots racked up 266.5 points to
skate past the host Bulldogs (145) with
ease.

Jacob Robinson claimed the only
individual victory for Jay County, win-
ning the 150-pound weight class.

Four more Patriots made it to their
respective title matches, but fell in the
final. Corbin Lothridge claimed second
in the 106 bracket while the other three
runners-up — A.J. Heskett (144), A.J.
Myers (190) and Alan Ortiz (215) — were
in the middle and heavy-weight classes.

Seven more Patriots made it into the
top four as Griffin Byrum (113), Sylas
Wenk (120) and Jason Landers (132)
placed third, and Hayden Richmond
(120), Cooper Glassford (126), Mario
Ardizzone (165) and Freddie Lingo (215)
took fourth.

Treacherous third

FORT RECOVERY — Fort Recovery’s
boys basketball team fell to the Divi-
sion VI No. 7 Crestview Knights 67-37
on Saturday.

The Indians (3-11) trailed 26-18 at the
half, but a poor third quarter put the
game out of reach as the Knights (12-3)
rattled off 24 points.

Breaker Jutte led FRHS with 10
points. Only two more players for the
Tribe reached five, with Briggs Over-
man scoring six points and Grant
Fortkamp putting up five.

Wren Sheets topped all scorers with
16 points, including 12 in the third peri-
od. Hayden Perrott followed with 13
points and Owen Heckler contributed
nine on three triples.

Indians roll

The Fort Recovery boys bowling team
picked up a pair of victories against
Ansonia 2,197-2,093 on Friday and Cold-
water 2,887-2,762 on Saturday at Mira-
cle Lanes and McBo’s Lanes, respec-
tively.

In the blowout against Ansonia,
Riley Grishop led the way for the Tribe
(5-7, 3-2 Midwest Athletic Conference)
with a 227 game and a total of 417 pins.

Gabe Acheson threw the match-high

Local
roundup

game of 234 pins against Coldwater (9-
2, 4-1 MAC). Acheson finished with a
217 average pinfall. Eli Lennartz also
averaged above 200 pins, as he rolled
games of 212 and 206.

Brown leads

The Fort Recovery girls bowling team
dominated both Ansonia 2,302-1,834 on
Friday and Coldwater 2,586-2,063 Satur-
day at Miracle Lanes and McBo’s
Lanes, respectively.

The Indians (7-1, 5-0 MAC) had two
bowlers average over 200 pins a game
against Ansonia. Deanna Brown shot
the match-high 237 and coupled it with
a 164 for an average of 200.5 pins. Ella
Schoen led the way with games of 223
and 183 for a 203 average.

Brown followed up with a strong per-
formance against the Cavaliers (3-8, 2-3
MAC). She shot games of 231 and 213 for
a 222 average as Fort Recovery rolled
over CHS.

Bronze for bronze

INDIANAPOLIS — The JC Flipsters
gymnastics team competed at the Meet
Me Under the Sea Invitational on Sat-
urday.

First all-around performances by
Paxton Hirschy and Carlie Runkle led
the bronze Xcel team to third place in
the meet.

The bears was Hirschy’s top event, in
which she placed first with 9.65 points
en route to her 37 all-around points.
Hirschy also finished second on the
vault and third on the beam.

Runkle’s 37.25 all-around points were
fueled by a first-place finish on the
vault with 9.65 points, second-place per-
formances on the bars and the beam
and a third place on the floor.

Paylin Vance had the best day of the
Flipsters in the silver Xcel division. She
finished seventh all-around thanks to a
third-place finish on the vault (9.375).

Aubree Shannon and Jordyn Champ
both claimed fourth all-around in the
gold Xcel division with scores of 36.15
and 35.675, respectively.

See Roundup page 7



