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Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  41 degrees Tues-
day. The low was 28.

Rain is expected tonight
with the temperature steady
around 40 degrees and winds
gusting to 25 miles per hour.
Expect windy, rainy condi-
tions again Friday.

See page 2 for an extended
forecast.

Cyril Pottkotter, 66, Fort
Recovery

Details on page 2.

“Splashin’ with a Passion:
Peggy’s Plunge” is scheduled
for noon Saturday, Feb. 8,
behind Moser Engineering,
102 E. Performance Drive,
Portland. Registration will
begin at 11 a.m. The event is a
fundraiser for United Way of
Jay County. Participants who
raise at least $100 will receive
a t-shirt.

Friday — Results from the
JCHS girls basketball game at
Norwell.

Saturday — Details from
the Jay County boys basket-
ball game against Bluffton.

Monday — Photo coverage
of  “Splashin’ With a Passion:
Peggy’s Plunge.”

Deaths In review Coming upWeather

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Drone sightings have been
reported in Jay County, Mercer
County and the surrounding
areas.

Local officials are working
with federal agencies on how to
handle the situation.

Jay County emergency man-
agement and law enforcement
officials met Wednesday morning
with representatives from the
FBI, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Indiana Department of
Homeland Security and the mili-
tary to discuss the drone activity
in the area. 

Another meeting was planned
for Wednesday afternoon.

“Are we having drone sight-

ings? Absolutely,” said Jay Coun-
ty Sheriff  Ray Newton on
Wednesday morning. “Are they
going around the turkey farms
and chicken farms? Yes, they are.

“That I am aware of, they are

doing nothing wrong as of  yet.
They’re not violating airspace. So
that’s basically where we’re at as
far as law enforcement.”

“At this point, we are not aware
of  them doing anything in viola-

tion of  their rights in the air-
space,” said Jay County Emer-
gency Management Agency
director Samantha Rhodehamel.

Both warned that no attempts
should be made to shoot down
drones. According to a press
release from Jay County EMA, it
is a felony punishable by up to 20
years in prison to “damage,
destroy, disable, or wreck any air-
craft.”

Sonrise Aviation, based at
Portland Municipal Airport,
made a similar request, noting
that its aircraft and pilots fly in
and out of  the facility at all
hours.

Reports about drones in the
area started in Mercer County,
with Sheriff  Doug Timmerman

issuing a press release Monday
evening. They have since fol-
lowed in Jay County, as well as
Adams, Blackford and Darke
counties.

Newton said some of  his
deputies observed the drones. He
added that it is unclear from
where they are being operated. 

Rhodehamel and some of  her
staff  have observed them as well.

“What I have seen is just a
dark object, and then it has the
red, or some of  them have the
green, flashing lights on them,”
she said, adding that sightings
have been spread across the
county.

She said she is uncomfortable
estimating the size of  the drones.

See Drones page 2

Drones sighted in Jay County
Local officials are working

with state and federal agencies,
warn residents not to attempt

to shoot down any aircraft

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Elementary anthem
The Jay County elementary school choir performed The Star-Spangled Banner on Tuesday night before the Jay County High School girls

basketball game against Heritage. It was part of a variety of activities for the evening, including free popcorn for fans, honoring the elementary and
middle school girls basketball teams and a poster signing with the varsity squad after the game. For more on the JCHS win, see page 8.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

REDKEY — Fisher Packing
continues to grow.

Plans are to renovate its Red-
key location to add a new freezer,
smokehouse, linking line and
other equipment.

Redkey Town Council
approved new tax abatements
Tuesday for the local business.

Fisher Packing plans to reno-
vate approximately 8,000 square
feet of  its building to increase
processing, packaging and dry
good storage capacity, as well as
add a 2,000 square-foot-freezer
onto the existing building. 

New equipment would include
a smokehouse, linking line, roll-
stock packaging machine, link
separator, pallet racking, materi-
al handling equipment and man-
ufacturing resource planning
hardware or software, according

to tax abatement forms shared
Tuesday.

The company is investing
approximately $3.6 million into
the project. Michael Fisher of
Fisher Packing, with help from
Jodi Hayes of  Jay County Devel-

opment Corporation, requested a
10-year abatement and five-year
tax abatement in correlation with
the project.

With the additional equipment,
Fisher is expected to add eight
jobs. (Currently, 45 employees
work at the facility.)

Fisher Packing started process-
ing meat at its Redkey facility in
November 2016 after a July 16 fire
that year at its Portland site. The
company repurposed the former
Bell Aquaculture facility after the
fire, which caused more than $1
million in damage.

In September 2021, Redkey
Town Council approved two simi-

lar tax abatements for Fisher
Packing for adding a new linking
line and smokehouse, a $3.5 mil-
lion investment at that time. (The
project proposed Tuesday is a
new investment for another addi-
tion, noted Fisher.) Fisher Pack-
ing currently has six tax abate-
ments from Redkey, not including
the two approved Tuesday. It also
has a tax abatement from Port-
land.

Council member “Watermel-
on” Jim Phillips questioned
Hayes and Fisher about the Red-
key Economic Development Cor-
poration.

See Redkey page 2

Redkey council OKs Fisher abatement

By NIKI KELLY, LESLIE BONILLA
MUÑIZ AND WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

While the new governor and budg-
et stewards are tightening state
spending due to modest revenue
growth, the Indiana Senate on Tues-
day passed a bill cutting the state
individual income tax rate in the
future.

Also in the Senate and House, legis-
lators tackled bare-knuckle fighting,
fentanyl strips and physician avail-
ability. 

Lawmakers are in the middle of  a
five-year process to reduce the state’s
income tax rate down to 2.9% by 2027.
That would be the third-lowest rate in
the country for states with an income
tax.

But Senate Bill 451, authored by
Sen. Travis Holdman, R-Markle,
wants to go further. His legislation
would automatically lower the tax

rate by 0.05% every even-numbered
year, beginning in 2030 — but only if
state revenues grow by at least 3% in
the previous even-numbered year.
Lawmakers could also suspend the
law in odd-numbered years. 

Holdman said in the decade prior
to COVID, state revenues grew 3.24%
each year.

WFYI reported that for a household
earning $100,000, that would be a sav-
ings of  $50 a year. It would cost the
state hundreds of  millions of  dollars
per year in revenue.

There was no discussion on the bill,
which passed 49-0, and now moves to
the House. 

Doctor contracts
A bill to ban non-compete agree-

ments for all physicians cleared the
Senate on a 47-2 vote, with both ‘no’
votes coming from Republicans. 

Senate Bill 475 would expand the
state’s current prohibition on non-
compete agreements, which only
impacts primary care physicians. 

See Senate page 2

Business plans to add
freezer and smokehouse

Income tax cut bill clears Senate

Holdman authored measure to
reduce rate by 0.5% in even years

Indiana Capital Chronicle/Whitney Downard

State Sen. Travis Holdman, R-Markle, who
represents Jay County as well as Blackford, Adams
and Wells counties and part of Allen County, presents
his tax bill before the Indiana Senate on Tuesday.
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Today
Karn, Patricia: 10 a.m.,

Immaculate Conception

Catholic Church, 506 E. Walnut

St., Portland.

Saturday
Pottkotter, Cyril: 10 a.m.,

Mary Help of Christians

Catholic Church, 403 Sharps-

burg Road, Fort Recovery.

Garringer, Barbara: 2 p.m.,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,

221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Monday
Stein, Betty: noon, Baird-

Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.

Meridian St., Portland..

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
Officials in Jay and Mercer coun-

ties have asked that, for safety rea-
sons, residents not try to chase
drones.

Those who see drones are asked
to report the information by call-
ing (260) 726-8188 in Jay County and
(419) 568-7724 in Mercer County
with the time and location of  the
sightings. Anyone who takes
videos or photos should send them
to Jay County EMA at
ema@co.jay.in.us.

Newton said he was hopeful to
have more information by Wednes-
day evening.

“We’ll try to figure it out,” he
said. “We’re not trying to ignore it.
It’s just, we’ve never had this prob-
lem before.”

“We are aware here locally, the
state and the federal partners are
all aware,” said Rhodehamel.
“We’re trying to get a plan of
action together. … That’s what
we’ve been working on this
morning.”

The drone sightings are not
limited to east central Indiana
and west central Ohio. 

During a briefing this morn-
ing, White House press secretary
Karoline Leavitt issued the fol-
lowing statement that she said
had just been shared with her by
President Donald Trump regard-
ing drones in New Jersey:

“After research and study, the
drones that were flying over New
Jersey in large numbers were
authorized to be flown by the

FAA for research and various
other reasons. 

“Many of  these drones were
also hobbyists — recreational
and private individuals that
enjoy flying drones.  In the mean-
ti-   time, it got worse, due to
curiosity.  This was not the
enemy.”

NBC News this week reported
similar sightings from Connecti-
cut to New Jersey, as well as in
Virginia. It said a research lab
studying “unidentified phenome-
na” has counted 650 sightings
nationally since November.

The FAA’s website says reports
of  unmanned aircraft are high
and that it receives more than 100
such reports near airports each
month. It issued a statement last

month about the ongoing drone
sightings. It read, in part:

“Having closely examined the
technical data and tips from con-
cerned citizens, we assess that
the sightings to date include a
combination of  lawful commer-
cial drones, hobbyist drones, and
law enforcement drones, as well
as manned fixed-wing aircraft,
helicopters, and stars mistaken-
ly reported as drones. We have
not identified anything anom-
alous and do not assess the activ-
ity to date to present a national
security or public safety risk
over the civilian airspace in New
Jersey or other states in the
northeast.”

For the full statement, go to
bit.ly/FAAdroneDec2024.

Drones ... Cyril “Cy” G. Pottkotter,
Fort Recovery, April 18,
1958-Jan. 27, 2025. A Mass
of Christian Burial will be
held at 10 a.m. Saturday,
Feb. 1.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  serv-
ices.

There is a charge for
obituaries, which are
accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Obituaries

Continued from page 1
Hayes noted the entity is separate

from JCDC.
Council then approved both tax

abatements, with Phillips dissenting.
(He said he would like to investigate
more before approving it.)

Also, council approved, with
Phillips dissenting, an ordinance
establishing a penalty for unautho-
rized individuals tampering with
water meters.

Redkey’s water ordinance estab-
lishes unauthorized individuals as
any person, firm or corporation not
employed by Redkey or given written
permission by Redkey to handle
water meters in town.

The ordinance approved Tuesday
says if  a water meter is installed,
removed or otherwise tampered with-
out authorization from the town,
“there shall be a rebuttable presump-
tion that the resident of  the dwelling
or business where the water meter is
located, is the unauthorized individ-
ual who installed, removed or other-
wise tampered with the water meter.”

If  an unauthorized individual
tampers with a water meter in town,
they are subject to up to $500 in fines.
According to the ordinance, first
offenses draw a minimum $150 fine,
Second offenses have a minimum
$300 fine and third and subsequent
offenses draw a $400 minimum fine.
(Council president Brenda Beaty
noted fourth offenses would draw a
$500 fine along with the town filing
the issue in court.)

Likewise, any damage resulting
from tampering with water meters
shall be paid by the person convicted
of  the offense.

Also Tuesday, council approved,
with Floyd Life and Dave Dudelston
dissenting, an amendment to Red-
key’s animal ordinance to allow hens.

Per the ordinance, property owners
may have up to six female chickens
on a parcel of  land. Property owners

may keep chickens for non-commer-
cial, personal use only, and they may
not be slaughtered on the property.

Chickens must be kept enclosed
and under control of  the owner on
their property, either in a coop or
within a fenced-in area no larger than
100 square feet. They must have an
enclosed structure that is at least 8
feet tall and located 20 feet from the
property line that provides at least 10
square feet of  space per chicken. It
must be kept sanitary per town, coun-
ty and state health regulations.

Chickens and their coops must be
confined to the back yard of  proper-
ties, and waste must be removed in an
environmentally responsible manner.
Dead chickens must be removed
immediately.

Council also decided, with Phillips
dissenting, to revisit the town’s water
adjustment ordinance after discus-
sion about several water bill adjust-
ments, including for one bill totaling
more than $1,700.

Phillips pointed to the town’s water
ordinance, which allows each resi-
dent one water bill adjustment per
year. Beaty suggested taking another
look at the ordinance — it was last
discussed nearly a year ago — and
making clarifications. She asked
council members to write down their
thoughts before the next meeting and
share them with town hall.

“Yes, they get an adjustment a year,
but on these big, big costs like this, we
can’t afford to eat it, Jimmy,” Beaty
said. “We’re going to be in trouble
when they come do the water audit.”

She noted the town had $85,000
worth of  water loss in 2023 per the
audit done last year.

Council then agreed to make
$2,361.36 in water bill adjustments.

Utility worker Ted Kolodka talked
about the Indiana Department of
Environmental Management viola-
tion regarding the town’s existing
combined sewer overflows (CSOs). 

He filed an update to Redkey’s
long-term control plan addressing
CSOs on Dec. 31. (The entire 50-page
plan will be available online, he
added, and includes projects pro-
posed in the master utility study
completed by Choice One Engineer-
ing last year.) 

Kolodka said the town has contact-
ed Indiana Financial Authority to
look into grants, forgivable loans and
other opportunities to fund the
multi-million dollar projects.

Also, council agreed, with Dudel-
ston dissenting, to make officer Jon
Cave the temporary town marshal. 

Relatedly, council OK’d Cave to
hire two reserve officers. Hopes are
to transition one of  the reserve offi-
cers into a full-time deputy role in
March or April. Cave noted he will
be attending Indiana Law Enforce-
ment Academy beginning May 4.

In other business, council:
•Hired Seth Fugiett as a utility

worker.
•Approved paying $1,093 to fix a

wiring issue with town’s Dodge
Durango police vehicle and replac-
ing four on the town’s Chevy Tahoe
police vehicle and two tires on the
Durango.

•Decided to discontinue the town’s
website managed by Emerald Busi-
ness Solutions. Beaty agreed to look
into other options for the town’s web-
site.

•Heard Valhalla Axe Hall is start-
ing an axe-throwing league. The
business will host a callout meeting
starting at 6 p.m. Friday.

•Appointed Beaty as board presi-
dent and Phillips as board vice pres-
ident.

•Selected council members to over-
see departments as follows: Phillips
for wastewater department, Gavin
Grady for streets department, Beaty
for water and police departments,
Life for fire department and Dudel-
ston for parks department.

Redkey ...

Continued from page 1
Sen. Jean Leising, R-Old-

enburg, urged her col-
leagues to also vote no, cit-
ing concerns about attract-
ing physicians to her rural
district. 

“My rural hospitals have
challenges, sometimes,
when it comes to acquiring
specialists, specifically
obstetricians,” Leising
said. “I’m sure some have
signed non-compete agree-
ments … and I know how
hard it would be to replace
them.”

The bill moves to the
House for further consider-
ation.

Contracting tightened
The Senate voted 49-0 to

add regulations regarding
large state contracts. 

Sen. Scott Baldwin, R-
Noblesville, said Senate
Bill 5 improves efficiency
and accountability in state
government through
stronger rules for contracts
exceeding $500,000 and a no-
bid list for poor-performing
contractors. 

The bill also requires
state agencies to submit
quarterly progress reports
about major state contracts
to the state budget commit-
tee.

Fighting fentanyl
In the House, lawmakers

approved proposals dealing
with fighting and drug-test-
ing strips.

They engaged in little
discussion on House Bill
1073, which requires the
Indiana Gaming Commis-
sion to regulate boxing,

sparring, professional
wrestling, mixed martial
arts and martial arts —
including bare-knuckle
fighting. The measure
passed in a vote of  86-5.

His chamber also quickly
passed, on an 88-2 vote, a
measure clarifying that
drug-testing strips don’t
count as illegal drug para-
phernalia.

••••••••••
This story was edited for

length. For the full version,
visit indianacapitalchroni-
cle.com.

Senate ...

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $69

million

Mega Millions
10-19-31-47-56
Mega Ball: 6
Megaplier: 5
Estimated jackpot: $59

million

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 8-6-9
Daily Four: 0-1-0-5
Quick Draw: 5-9-10-11-

13-17-28-29-31-36-37-48-53-
54-55-59-67-68-69-74

Evening
Daily Three: 9-2-5
Daily Four: 9-4-8-7
Quick Draw: 4-6-7-8-13-

16-17-18-22-26-33-39-45-46-
59-63-68-69-70-80

Ohio
Tuesday
Midday
Pick 3: 2-9-3
Pick 4: 7-4-9-7
Pick 5: 6-5-9-8-3
Evening
Pick 3: 1-1-5
Pick 4: 7-8-0-0
Pick 5: 9-0-0-5-4
Rolling Cash: 24-25-31-

36-37
Estimated jackpot:

$140,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

Lotteries

In 1933, Adolf  Hitler
was named chancellor of
Germany by then-presi-
dent Paul Hidenburg. Ini-
tially intimidated by
Hitler’s popularity,
Hidenburg originally
refused to put him into
power. After a round of
elections and negotia-
tions, he caved. Hitler’s
rule led to World War II
and the murder of  some 6
million Jews and other
victims of  the Holocaust. 

In 1948, Mahatma
Gandhi was assassinated
in New Delhi, India dur-
ing a prayer vigil. Shot by
Hindu extremist Nathu-
ram Godse, Gandhi was

known for his nonviolent
protests leading to
India’s independence
from Britain. A year
later, approximately
100,000 people prayed at
the site in remembrance
of  Gandi.

In 2015, Dallas Dudel-
ston and Andy Kohler of
Jay County won their
first sectional titles,
bringing the Jay County
wrestling team to a third-
place finish at its tourna-
ment that weekend.
Dudelston had also won
the Allen County Athlet-
ic Conference about a
week prior. 

— The CR

CR almanac

52/26 37/31 52/40 51/27 35/29
Rain is like-

ly Friday when
there’s a 90%
chance of
showers.
Snow possible
late.

Mostly
sunny skies
on Tuesday
when the
high will be in
the mid 30s.

Monday’s
forecast
shows mostly
cloudy skies
with a balmy
high of 51.

Saturday
looks to be
mostly sunny
with highs in
the mid to
upper 30s.

Mostly
cloudy on Sun-
day. The tem-
perature may
jump to the
50s.

Friday
1/31

Saturday
2/1

Sunday
2/2

Monday
2/3

Tuesday
2/4

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.96
March corn ..............4.93
April corn ................4.97

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.99
Feb. corn ..................4.99
March corn ..............5.03

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.92
Feb. corn ..................4.92
Beans ......................10.54

Feb. beans ..............10.57
Wheat ...................... 5.09

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.89
Feb. corn ..................4.89
Beans ......................10.51
Feb. beans ..............10.54
Wheat ......................5.22

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.87
Feb. corn ..................4.87
Beans ......................10.33
March beans .........10.38
Wheat ......................4.99

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

Tuesday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

7 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council, town
hall, 105 N. Washington
St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Wednesday
5 p.m. — Jay County

Redevelopment Com-
mission, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works,
mayor’s office, city
hall, 321 N. Meridian
St.

4 p.m. — Jay County
Development Corpora-
tion board,  Communi-
ty Resource Center, 118
S. Meridian St., Port-
land.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and
living a balanced life
meets at 11 a.m. each
Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life

Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792. 

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information,
call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For

more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the
West Walnut Church of
Christ fellowship hall, 204
W. Walnut St., Portland.
(Please enter from the
door facing the alley on
the north side of  the

building.) For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8463.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE
SOLDIER — Is open from

noon to 5 p.m. the first
and third Saturday and
Sunday of  the month. It is
located at 510 E. Arch St.,
Portland. The website is
museumofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30

p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

DEAR ABBY: I have an old
friend who lives an hour from
me. I visit her for the day and
come home. I have never invit-
ed her to spend the night at my
home, nor do I expect her to
invite me for a sleepover when
I drive down to see her. 

The last two times she has
visited me, she has arrived at 9
a.m. I assumed she came early
because she wanted to spend
the whole day. She expected me
to sit and talk all day. She
refused to do anything except
eat and talk. I am not a sitter,
and I hated doing it, but she’s a
good friend, so I put up with it.
Both times, around 5 p.m., she
went to her car and brought in
luggage expecting to spend the
night. Then we ended up stay-
ing up until midnight so she
could talk some more. 

How can I tell her I’d prefer
that she go home at the end of
the day? She has been seeing
psychiatrists for 50 years. It
sounds like she goes just to
talk. She’s also afraid of  every-
thing and has no hobbies or
other interests. What can I do
to put an end to her uninvited
overnight stays without hurt-
ing her or risking sending her
into meltdown? — TREADING
LIGHTLY IN THE WEST

DEAR TREADING: You

are not responsible for this
woman’s mental health, nor
should you be. She appears
to have been using you as a
supplemental (unpaid) ther-
apist. 

The next time she wants to
come for another marathon
talk session, tell her you’d
love to see her around 1 p.m.
but will be unable to enter-
tain her past 5. Unless you
create boundaries, there
won’t be any, and the friend-
ship you have with her will
implode. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I’m a 43-year-

old woman who is unable to
have children. As difficult as
this is, I have sisters, friends
and my own mom who are won-
derful mothers, and I look for-
ward to celebrating them on

Mother’s Day. However, every
year on Mother’s Day, I strug-
gle. Strangers assume that I’m
a mother, and family overcom-
pensates for the fact I’m not
one. I am told “thank you” and
have been given trinkets and
flowers at restaurants because
strangers assume I’m a mom.
My family has even given me
“awesome aunt” gifts to cele-
brate the occasion. 

I haven’t discussed my fertil-
ity struggles with anyone
because it’s too difficult and
painful. While I understand
and appreciate everyone’s
kindness, I’m struggling with
how to convey that I’m fine
with not being recognized. I
feel it’s cruel to have to dis-
close my medical diagnosis to
others in order to be left alone
on a holiday that has nothing

to do with me. How do I kindly
tell people to leave me alone? —
NEVER MOM IN NEW YORK

DEAR NEVER MOM: You
are not the only person who
encounters this problem
every Mother’s Day. You
don’t have to convey the
message verbally, which
might be repetitive as well
as painful for you. Go online
and search for buttons that
bear the message “Child-
Free.” When I looked, I was
surprised at the variety that
are available.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Photo provided

Optimists donate
Portland Evening Optimist Club recently donated $200 to Jay County Special

Olympics. Pictured above, from left, are Cyndi Denney of Jay County Special Olympics,
Portland Evening Optimist Club president Bobby Ruiz and Troy Atkinson of Jay County
Special Olympics.

Fort Recovery High School
announced its first semester
honor roll.

Making the list with all A’s
were seniors Drew Backs,
Mason Diller, Kassidy Dues,
Evan Evers, Gavin Evers, Mar-
lee Fiely, Kayla Heitkamp,
Joelle Kaup, Gabe Knapke,
Bailie Muhlenkamp, Kennedy
Muhlenkamp, Karlie Niekamp,
Ben Reinhard, Anna Roessner,
Ella Schoen and Emma Will.

On the honor roll with all A’s
and B’s were seniors Layla
Bihn, Madison Bihn, Samantha
Brackman, Nicole Braun, Kaleb
Coleman, Brennan Dues, Gavin
Dues, Sarah Fritz, Darlin Gar-
cia Rivera, Riley Grieshop, Ava
Grisez, Caden Grisez, Ethan
Hartnagel, Kyle Huntsman,
Eva Kahlig, Cody Klenke,
Kennedy Kunkler, Caden Mar-
chal, Norah Meyer, Keegan
Muhlenkamp, Aleigha Over-
man, Briggs Overman, Kruise
Siefring, Bella Taft, Reid Tim-
merman, Eowyn Vela and Mara
Wenning. 

Earning a spot on the list
with all A’s were juniors Evvie

Briner, Rylee Bubp, Elisa Evers,
Carson Fullenkamp, Alivia
Grube, Aubrie Heitkamp, Jame-
son Heitkamp, Madison
Heitkamp, Maleiah Kaffenberg-
er, Cayson Kaikala, Brylee Kre-
mer, Cora Kremer, Reece
LeFevre, Lily Schwieterman,
Reece Wendel, Georgia Wen-
ning and Leah Wuebker.

Making the honor roll with
all A’s and B’s were juniors
Gabe Acheson, Ella Bechtol,
Douglas Bihn, Alexis Braun,
Aiden Brunswick, Parker
Brunswick, Ryker Brunswick,
Emma Coleman, Kylia Dues,
Zoe Dues, Nevaeh Elsass, Mal-
lory Evers, Luke Fortkamp,
Alex Gaerke, Brodie Hart,
Isabell Hartings, Eli Hawk,
Drew Heitkamp, Wes Keller,
Dylan Klenke, Olivia Knapke,
Autumn Leuthold, Luke
Lochtefeld, Matthew Marchal,
Colson Post, Troy Post, Antho-
ny Roessner, Dani Schmitt,
Hayden Siefring, Jesse
Springer, Megan Weitzel.

Freshmen and sophomores
on the list will be published at a
later date.

FRHS releases first
semester honor roll

Old friend continues inviting herself to house

Community Calendar

Dear
Abby
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As Donald J. Trump roared out
of  the gate with a barrage of  rad-
ical executive orders, blathering
rhetorical weaves and handing
out ill-considered pardons to
boot, many Americans of  our
acquaintance succumbed Mon-
day to uncharacteristic cynicism.
Metaphorically speaking,
although in a few hardy cases
also literally speaking, they took
a walk by the lake.

Or cleared out the basement.
Or concentrated on college foot-
ball. Or just felt glad they did not
have to sit watching the inaugu-
ration while cameras watched
them.

And we hardly are speaking
only of  Democrats. Plenty of  tra-

ditional Republicans and inde-
pendents did the same thing Mon-
day.

Why suffer the stomach ache,
many reasoned. The people had
spoken (indeed, they had). They
gave Trump a democratically
obtained mandate (arguably, they
did) for most of  the things he had
talked about on the campaign
trail and now was immediately
doing.

Those who disagreed felt

defeated and unheard but also ill-
focused as to what they should do,
or where they should look, next.
Much of  the traditional opposi-
tional playbook has, in the dawn-
ing Second Age of  Trump, come
to seem ineffective, pointless,
even counterproductive.

Such feelings were understand-
able on a day that saw such dras-
tic changes in the political land-
scape and so radical a recalibra-
tion of  institutional norms. In an
age where party extremes domi-
nate, such whiplash has become
the dominant tenor of  our politi-
cal system. There is one winner
and one loser and the first of
those two now goes for broke,
especially if  their name is
Trump.

We sympathize with the feel-
ings of  defeat but argue
nonetheless against cynicism
or disengagement.

Most Americans situate
themselves far from the polari-
ties and are more interested in
measured, incremental change
than rhetorical revolution.
They’re not obsessed with polit-
ical power accruing to a newly
ascendant group, billionaires
or otherwise, so much as the
long-term stability and prosper-
ity of  the country. Moreover, all
democracies, such as the endur-
ing one that powers this nation,
rely for their checks and bal-
ances on an engaged opposi-
tion.

Sycophants rarely reveal

injustices. Coalitions often
make the best decisions.

So, we urge all to get back in the
arena, make their voices heard,
insist on adherence to the Consti-
tution and work for compromise.
We suggest guarding against
faux, partisan internet-driven
outrages, like Elon Musk’s body
language or whatever, and focus-
ing instead on organization, per-
suasion and reasoned, deter-
mined argument.

America has always needed
moderate, commonsense voices.
They tend to be heard more once
the initial hoopla is over, but this
is no time to check out. The world
only spins forward and we find
the older you get, the quicker it
seems to go.

Disengagement is not the answer

By MICHAEL J. HICKS
Before everyone recovered

from their inaugural hangovers,
Indiana’s new administration
and legislature got to work with
a number of  policy items that
should be met with bipartisan
approval.

That does not mean everyone
will embrace every development.
But I do think most Hoosiers will
either appreciate the changes, or
we will learn something about
ourselves in the process.

I begin with government reor-
ganization. An observer of  Gov.
Mike Braun’s campaign should
have real doubts about his orga-
nizational abilities. This was
particularly true of  the proposed
property tax plan, which was
clearly not discussed with any-
one in possession of  a clue about
taxation.

In contrast, the Braun admin-
istration’s proposals after the
election should inspire confi-
dence.

The first big step is a proposal
to reorganize state government
under eight functional cabinet
posts. This plan would organize
several dozen agencies under a
single leader responsible for a
broad area, like management
and budget or public safety.

No doubt this plan will face
some legislative scrutiny. For
example, I don’t see a clear rea-
son why the Hoosier Lottery
reports to the secretary of  com-
merce, but I am certain there are
reasons. Moreover, few honest
observers would see much to
quibble with in this plan.

To be fair, state government
has long been loosely organized
this way, but this plan formalizes
the arrangements. After all, state
government employs about

110,000 people, and clear organi-
zational structure makes sense.
No matter how one views their
policy positions, the Braun
administration is hiring experi-
enced, competent people to fill
those cabinet and agency heads.

In his first week in office,
Braun signed several executive
orders that should be widely
appreciated. The first of  these
created the cabinet positions. He
pushed to cut occupational
licensing restrictions, eliminate
degree requirements for state
jobs and institute a broad review
of  state regulations.

While Indiana is among the
least restrictive states on occupa-
tional licenses, there remain
many that impose restrictions on
entrepreneurs and consumers
without benefits. This executive
order will prompt a review and
reduce many of  these barriers to
workers doing jobs they are able
to do. Among the many exam-
ples, Indiana is among eight
states requiring a septic tank
cleaner license. That stinks, and
this executive order should help.

Degree requirements for jobs
are equally unwise, and several
states have already taken the
step of  outlawing arbitrary cre-
dential requirements. In those
places — Maryland in particular
— the result was no statistically
discernable change in the mix of
people with degrees working in

state government. So, it is very
unlikely to have that effect here,
but opening the door to more
people is nearly always a con-
structive move.

Third, Braun’s executive order
requiring a regulatory review is
welcome. This could include new
benefit-cost analysis, and com-
parison with surrounding states.
While this imposes short-term
costs on state agencies, it is like-
ly to uncover rules that can be
eliminated or modified because
their benefits are well below
their costs.

Braun also eliminated public
funding on diversity, equity and
inclusion programs funded by
the state. Citing the Equal Pro-
tection Clause  and Students v.
Harvard, this executive order
should be welcomed by every
Hoosier.

This order ends a broad range
of  activities that were deemed
unconstitutional last year and
closes the state’s DEI office. Now,
no agency can maintain an office
that grants preferential treat-
ment based upon race, color, eth-
nicity or national origin. No
employee can be required to
attend any training that endors-
es such preferential treatment,
nor can an employee be forced to
write a DEI statement as part of
a job application program.

The executive order also
ensures that no one can be man-
dated to disclose their pronouns.
That issue is a clear First
Amendment issue, settled in
1943. More likely this was includ-
ed to appease those Hoosiers who
want to read something about
pronouns, without bothering to
understand it. Though, to be fair,
parts of  the First Amendment —
like the establishment clause —

might pose certain challenges
over the coming years.

I am aware that many Hoosiers
feel that the promise of  equality
that animates our Constitution
remains unfulfilled. I share that
view, and suspect most Ameri-
cans do as well. I trust we’ll con-
tinue to work for a more perfect
union. But, as Students v. Har-
vard made abundantly clear, cur-
rent DEI programs and policies
have morphed into a counterpro-
ductive set of  practices.

They are also unconstitutional.
It is past time for them to go.

Taken together, these executive
orders streamline government,
offer the opportunity to cut
waste, allow more worker free-
dom in Hoosier labor markets
and eliminate the contentious,
unhelpful and unconstitutional
activities within the state govern-
ment DEI programs. It is a good
start to a term that will wrestle
with many more difficult chal-
lenges.

The legislature has been just as
busy as the governor, but their
leading legislative proposals are
likely to face stiffer backlash than
Braun’s executive orders.

Among my favorite is House
Bill 1004, which would strip non-
profit protections from large
multi-location hospital chains
that overcharge for services.
State Reps. Martin Carbaugh,
Julie McGuire and Ben Smaltz
authored this bill, which is long
overdue. It makes the rather sen-
sible observation that if  nonprof-
it hospitals are going to behave
like for-profit firms, then they
should be treated as such.

The beauty of  this legislation is
that it offers hospitals a choice —
behave like you are concerned
about the health of  patients and

your community, or be treated
like any other business. Among
other things, the removal of  non-
profit status would allow them to
be taxed on property, sales and
profits. Indiana’s big five hospital
systems are the most profitable
industry in the state, and they
own an astonishing amount of
property. This could be a windfall
for Hoosier taxpayers.

The end of  nonprofit status
would also end their noncompete
clauses, which they currently
wield skillfully to prevent compe-
tition from other hospitals. It
would also expedite antitrust
enforcement by the Federal
Trade Commission and Depart-
ment of  Justice.

This law would be a huge victo-
ry for Hoosier businesses,
Hoosier consumers, and state and
local governments.

House Speaker Todd Huston
has also created the Indiana-Illi-
nois Boundary Adjustment Com-
mission, which would be tasked
with exploring ways to entice sev-
eral Illinois counties that have
voted to secede from the state to
join Indiana. This is first-rate
trolling, and I look forward to
reading the commission minutes.

I also look forward to writing
more about the legislature’s
valiant efforts to return sanity to
the state’s health care markets,
and what the benefits — and costs
— of  absorbing disaffected Illi-
nois counties might be.

••••••••••
Hicks is the director of  the Cen-

ter for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball distinguished profes-
sor of  economics in the Miller Col-
lege of  Business at Ball State Uni-
versity. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.

Legislative start of ’25 has been a whirlwind
Michael
J. Hicks

Guest
Editorial



The Commercial Review
Thursday, January 30, 2025 Church Page 5

(260) 726-9345
115 E. Main St.

Portland, IN

www.portins.com

Baird-Freeman 
Funeral Home

� e Teeter Family

221 N. Meridian St
Portland, IN 47371
(260) 726-7171

Great Food,
No Bull!

1204 W. Votaw  Portland

(260) 726-9647

Used Auto and 
Truck Parts

1127 S. Detroit Ave.
Portland, IN 47371

(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautopartsinc.com

All inventory online

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities

(260) 726-6263
1100 N. Meridian St.   

Portland, IN

Portland True Value

Behind every project is a

Shop Local
Save Time • Save Money

Williamson,
Spencer & Penrod
Funeral Homes, Inc.

Todd & Rob Penrod
“Serving As We 

Would Be Served”
From 2 Convenient Locations
PORTLAND (260) 726-7111
PENNVILLE (260) 731-8811

Complete Septic 
Systems

Backhoe • Dozer 
Hauling • Trenching 
Drain Cleaning

3042 West 400 North,
Portland

p 260.726.2230

MAY
FINANCIAL

GROUP, INC.
LIFE • HEALTH

INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

MEDICARE 
SUPPLEMENTS

ANNUITIES

JEFF  HALL
your hometown agent

for over 30 years
(260) 729-5200

jeff@mayfg.com

111 W. Main Street• Portland, IN

Classique
Beauty Salon

Candi Hatzell 206 S. Main St.
Dunkirk, IN

(765) 768-7375

Rose Morgan,
CPA

Income Tax Preparation

Accounting/Bookeeping

Payroll & Payroll Taxes

202 South Main Street
Dunkirk, IN 47336
Ph. 765-768-6716

8
8

8

Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.

All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist

204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m., 11

a.m.
asburyministries.org

Bellefountain
United Methodist

440 S. 600 East 
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist

301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@

inumc.org

Christ Chapel
2535 Wabash Road, Fort

Recovery
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)

8472 S. 800 East, Union
City

Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy

797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland

Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the
Brethren

Floral and Chicago
avenues, Portland

Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.
Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville

190 W. Main St., Pennville
David Davidson
(260) 202-9718
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St.,

Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County

2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcenter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 

341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key

Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and

6 p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15

a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St.,
Fort Recovery

(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Kids vision and teen

ministries: 6 p.m. Wendes-
day

frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St.,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Carol McKay
(304) 617-0101
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 

468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk

Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist

100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren

Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist

435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67,

Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30

p.m. Saturday 

Hopewell of
Life Ministries

County road 200 South,
2 miles east of  Indiana 1

Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land

Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
(260) 726-7055
Services: 5:30 p.m. Sat-

urday, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East,

Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Sat-

urday, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church

216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk

Scott McClain
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist

County roads 600 East
and 200 North

Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine

4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship

1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist

5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist

829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Bible class: 9:15 a.m.
Services: 10:20 a.m.
Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday
portlandcoc.com

Portland First
Church of Nazarene

920 S. Shank St., Port-
land

Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of  Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian

Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist

122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 

801 W. High St.
Fred Stevens
(765) 369-2676
redkeynaz.org
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ

3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries

228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land

Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
3984 N. 550 West, Portland
Pastor Mike Heckman
(615) 517-1017
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Bible study: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester

4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity ArchBridge
Church

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

Dan Vore
(260) 726-8391
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Services: 10:15 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Interim Pastor Chris

Kruchkow
(260) 849-0687
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ

204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land

Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof -

christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Robin Owen
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@g

mail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.



CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

Page 6 Comics The Commercial Review
Thursday, January 30, 2025

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in
The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new
job,

the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities
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The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery

Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:

6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:

8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review

309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Front Office Hours:

Tuesday - Friday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department

Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.
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AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

CITY OF DUNKIRK
Clerkís Office is currently
accepting applications
for a clerical assistant.
Previous customer serv-
ice and computer knowl-
edge are required. Appli-
cations are available at
the municipal office
located 131 S Main St.
Dunkirk, IN 47336

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.
SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review

Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside

and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage

100 JOBS WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT GET IT IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in
The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new
job, the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com or call

260-726-8141

Jay County Patriots
vs. Heritage Patriots

Girls varsity summary

Heritage (1-18, 0-6 ACAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Spieth 0-3 0-0 0
Lybarger 0-4 0-2 0
Fuller 4-8 0-0 10
Bickel 2-4 0-0 4
AdMeyer 2-5 1-2 5
Krey 0-3 0-0 0
Roy 3-4 0-0 6
AuMeyer 2-7 0-0 4
Totals 13-38 1-4 29

.342 .250
Def. rebound percentage: .500

Jay County (10-11, 4-2 ACAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Bickel 2-6 1-2 5
Schwietrmn 6-19 5-7 17
Carreno 1-8 4-6 6
Brunswick 5-10 2-4 12
May 2-4 1-6 6
Pivoriunaite 0-0 0-0 0
McAbee 0-1 0-0 0
Ometti 0-1 0-0 0
Heath 5-13 1-2 11
Totals 21-62 14-27 57

.339 .511
Def. rebound percentage: .750

Score by quarters:
Heritage 10 4 8 5 — 29
Jay Co. 13 10 16 19 — 57

3-point shooting: Heritage 2-15
(Fuller 2-4, AuMeyer 0-4, Lybarger
0-3, Spieth 0-2, AdMeyer, Krey). Jay
County 1-11 (May 1-3, Newton 0-4,
Schwieterman 0-4).

Rebounds: Heritage 30 (Bickel 6,
Roy 6, AuMeyer 6, Fuller 5, Lybarg-
er 2, AdMeyer 2, team 2, Krey). Jay
County 44 (Brunswick 10, Heath 8,
May 7, Schwieterman 6, Carreno 6,
team 3, Newton 2, Ometti 2).

Assists: Heritage 7 (Spieth 2,
Fuller 2, Lybarger, AdMeyer, Roy).
Jay County 8 (Brunswick 3, Newton
2, Carreno 2, Heath).

Blocks: Heritage 3 (AdMeyer 2,
Krey). Jay County 2 (Newton, May).

Personal fouls: Heritage 15
(AuMeyer 4, AdMeyer 3, Roy 3,
Lybarger 2, Spieth, Fuller, Bickel).
Jay County 8 (Schwieterman 2,
Brunswick 2, May 2, Newton,
Heath).

Turnovers: Heritage 26. Jay Coun-
ty 12.

Box score

Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today
Jay County — Swim at Marion – 6 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Swim tri-meet at South

Adams – 6 p.m.; Girls basketball at New
Knoxville – 6 p.m.; Middle school boys basketball
at Ansonia – 5:30 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Boys basketball vs. Bluffton – 6

p.m.
Fort Recovery — Boys basketball vs. New

Knoxville – 6 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Boys wrestling sectional at Jay

County – 8:30 a.m.; Boys basketball at Black-
ford – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls bowling tournament at
Columbus – 11 a.m.; Boys basketball at
Arcanum – 6 p.m.

TV sports
Today

1 p.m. — College football: Reese’s Senior
Bowl practice (ESPN2)

6 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: Ore-
gon at Michigan State (BTN)

6:30 p.m. — College basketball: Ohio State
at Penn State (FS1)

7 p.m. — NFL: Pro Bowl Skills Competition
(ESPN)

7 p.m. — NBA: Atlanta Hawks at Cleveland
Cavaliers (TNT)

7 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: Okla-
homa at LSU (ESPN2)

8 p.m. — College hockey: Michigan State at
Ohio State (BTN)

8:30 p.m. — College basketball: Illinois at
Nebraska (FS1)

8:30 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
Iowa State at Kansas State (ESPN)

9 p.m. — College basketball: Memphis at
Tulane (ESPN2)

9:30 p.m. — NBA: Houston Rockets at Mem-
phis Grizzlies (TNT)

10:30 p.m. — College basketball: Oregon at

UCLA (FS1)
10:30 p.m. — NHL: San Jose Sharks at

Seattle Kraken (ESPN)

Friday
5 p.m. — College basketball: Yale at Prince-

ton (ESPN2)
6:30 p.m. — College basketball: Butler at

Georgetown (FS1)
7 p.m. — NBA: Dallas Mavericks at Detroit

Pistons (CBS)
7 p.m. — College basketball: Dayton at

Saint Louis (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — Unrivaled basketball: Rose BC at

Phantom BC (TNT)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Denver Nuggets at
Philadelphia 76ers (ESPN)

8 p.m. — College basketball: Indiana at Pur-
due (FOX)

8:15 p.m. — Unrivaled basketball: Lunar
Owls BC at Laces BC (TNT)

8:30 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
Arizona at Utah (FS1)

9 p.m. — College Gymnastics: Arkansas at
Oklahoma (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — NBA: Phoenix Suns at Golden
State Warriors (ESPN)

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,”

email details to sports@thecr.com.

Continued from page 8
Fuller led an inspired

effort for Heritage, which
got its only win of  the sea-
son 56-40 over Canterbury
on Nov. 14. She hit consec-
utive 3-pointers to open
the game and totaled 10
points, five rebounds and
two assists.

The 29 points scored
were 4.1 more than Her-
itage’s season average
while the 57 points
allowed were 4.6 less.

“There’s no doubt we
play hard,” said HHS

coach Nicole Sisson. “We
don’t make excuses. We
know the expectation is
always to … give our best
… 

“And Danica, our point
guard, is a great example
of  that as our only senior.
She kind of  has a ripple
effect on our whole team.”

Jay County was set to
close its regular season
Wednesday with a trip to
Norwell before heading to
the sectional tournament
at Connersville next
week.

Beautiful ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Alice Ometti of Jay County puts up a shot during the fourth quarter
of a 57-29 victory Tuesday over visiting Heritage. Ometti, an exchange student
from Italy, grabbed two rebounds in her varsity debut.

Continued from page 8
A fast-paced attack pow-

ered Michigan State to a 36-
16 first-half  lead, but it
came with costs. Some of
its 31 shots came at break-
neck speed, challenging the
Spartans’ focus on the fin-
ish. Some usually-made
shots missed the mark and
meant that the pace of  scor-
ing didn’t reflect the pace
of  play.

Such pace flustered Min-
nesota (11-9, 3-6 Big Ten)
even more. It struggled to
keep pace with Michigan
State, often sprinting back
to defend almost as soon as
it released a shot. Eleven
turnovers in the first half
didn’t make things any eas-
ier. And three of  those
came on shot clock viola-
tions as a rowdy Breslin
Center roared. As the Spar-
tans took a 16-6 halfway
through the first half, the
guards kept pushing the
pace as Minnesota looked
more and more tired.

Once Michigan State set-
tled into a rhythm offen-
sively, it rattled off  a 13-0
run that included three
straight makes from Hollo-
man. As the Minneapolis-
born guard made the shots
in succession, the crowd
got louder and louder until
it exploded at its loudest for
his steal that sprung
Richardson in transition.
Richardson’s free throws
bookended the run, which
keyed a game-high 22-point
lead.

Michigan State came out
of  halftime up big, and it
played like it. Sloppy
defense and poor passing
helped Minnesota to trim
the lead down to 15. Hollo-
man made that ill-advised
pass that so frustrated Izzo.
It didn’t take long before
the Spartans were back up
22 points.

Izzo expects more from
his group, and some of
those areas shined in Tues-
day’s win. The transition
game put up 17 points. The
Spartans hauled in 13 offen-
sive rebounds, including
five from Cooper. And those
Holloman threes? They
showed rhythm to one of
Michigan State’s few true
weaknesses this season.

But the sloppy details are
just as pressing, especially
to Izzo. Michigan State
made mistakes that drive
him crazy, like when
Frankie Fidler cost a score
due to basket interference
halfway through the second
half. Point guard Jeremy
Fears Jr. missed free
throws. The Spartans fell a
step behind defensively on
some possessions.

Those mistakes didn’t
sink Michigan State by any
stretch of  the imagination,
but they did whittle the
lead to 13 points off  a Gar-
cia three with 7:27 left. But
the fact that the game
didn’t come any closer
down the stretch was a
privilege borne from that
dominant close to the first
half. By 5:17, that lead bal-
looned right back to 20
points as Coen Carr dunked
over top of  forward Parker
Fox.

At 18-2 and 9-0 in confer-
ence play, MSU matches its
best start since 2018-19.

MSU ...

By MICHELLE KAUFMAN
Miami Herald
Tribune News Service

MIAMI — All over South
Florida this week, surely there
are tennis fans who recall seeing
Madison Keys’ power, promise,
and smile long before she won
the Australian Open at age 29 on
Saturday, becoming the oldest
American in the Open era to win
her first Grand Slam title.

Maybe they saw her as an 8-
year-old camper at the Evert
Tennis Academy in Boca Raton,
Fla., on summer break from
Rock Island, Ill., with her family.

Or maybe they encountered
her a few years later as a full-
time student at the academy, get-
ting tips from legend Chris
Evert and her brother, John,
who was so impressed with Keys
as a camper that he encouraged
Keys’ parents, both attorneys, to
relocate from Illinois to fully
immerse Madison in the sport.

Perhaps they remember her
from Junior Orange Bowl tour-
naments at Salvadore Park and
Biltmore Tennis Center in Coral
Gables, or from the Crandon
Park Tennis Center in Key Bis-
cayne, where 5-foot-10 Keys daz-
zled spectators with her 114 mph
serve as a 14-year-old in the
Orange Bowl Under-18s divi-
sion.

In an interview with the
Miami Herald on Tuesday, Keys
reflected on the early stages of
her career in South Florida and
how they shaped her into the
Australian Open champion and
No. 7 ranked player in the world.

“I have very fond memories of
coming down for one-month

vacations in Boca when I was 8,
9 and 10, and two of  the four
weeks I would do the camp at
Evert Academy,” Keys said.
“When I was 10, John [Evert]
pulled my parents aside and
said, `Hey, if  you guys want to
really go for this, then I think
she should come as a full-
timer.'”

Keys’ parents, Rick, a former
college basketball player, and
Christine, asked their eldest
daughter what she wanted, and
she told them she wanted to
move to Boca Raton and one day
be a professional tennis player.
They obliged.

Keys’ mother took a leave
from their family law firm the
following year and moved to
Boca with Madison and her
younger sisters Montana and
Hunter.

“I always laugh thinking back,
the fact that my parents just
kind of  let me dictate my life at
10 years old,” Keys said. “They
fully supported me. So, we
packed up and moved to Flori-
da.”

She stayed at the Evert Acade-
my until age 16 and said her
coaches there taught her foun-
dational skills she applied the
rest of  her career.

“They were amazing,” Keys
said. “They helped me incredi-
bly much. They changed a
bunch of  my techniques. They
changed my grip. I learned how
to hit a kick serve from one of
the coaches there. And, I had
such a great time because I was-
n’t going to regular school, I was
being home-schooled, so it was
great being able to be around

those kids and have as normal a
life as you can while you’re liv-
ing at a tennis academy.”

She remains close with some
of  her friends from those days.

Keys also has vivid memories
of  competing in the Jr. Orange
Bowl and Orange Bowl tourna-
ments. She remembers losing as
an 11-year-old on a corner court
and then winning the 12-under
title the next year. She recalls
making it to the Under-16s final
at age 13 and then numerous big
matches in the 18s at Crandon
Park.

“I always really loved playing
in Key Biscayne and then it was
really fun for me to be able to go
from Orange Bowl to playing in
the Miami Open on the same
courts,” she said.

Keys made steady progress
over the next few years and
reached the Australian Open
semifinals in 2015, a month shy
of  her 20th birthday. Chris Evert
was not surprised.

“I think everybody that saw
her at that point [as a younger
teenager] and thought, ‘Oh, my
gosh, there’s so much raw power
that if  she could just control it
and harness it, she’s going to be
a great player,’” Evert said.

At the time, ESPN commenta-
tor Patrick McEnroe said of
Keys: “I certainly think within
the next 24 months, two and a
half  to three years, absolutely,
Madison can win a major.”

It wound up taking 10 years,
and she did it by dominating the
entire tournament.

Keys, who entered the tourna-
ment ranked No. 19, knocked off
four top-10 seeds, including No.

2 seed Iga Swiatek and top seed
and two-time defending champi-
on Aryna Sabalenka. Keys was
the first woman since Serena
Williams in 2005 to beat No. 1
and No. 2 at the Australian Open
and the first to do it at any
major tournament since Svet-
lana Kuznetsova at the 2009
French Open.

Her only previous final in a
Slam was a forgettable one. She
lost 6-3, 6-0 to fellow American
Sloane Stephens at the 2017 U.S.
Open.

The biggest reason for her
improbable Australian Open
run last week, she said, was a
new mental approach.

“I finally unburdened myself
from the pressure of  wanting to
win a Slam, finally got to the
point where I could actually be a
lot more present on the court,
playing freely, problem solve
and work through nerves,” said
Keys, who now lives in the
Orlando area with
husband/coach Bjorn Fratange-
lo, whom she married in Novem-
ber.

She explained that she had a
tendency to get nervous at criti-
cal moments during matches
but learned to relax.

“A lot of  times in the past,
nerves were bad, and there was
a panic moment like 'Oh, God,
I’m nervous; this is going to be
bad,'’’ Keys said. “But I’m in a
good place now. Winning or not
winning a Slam doesn’t define
me anymore. It’s amazing to be
in a position where it’s just one
another accomplishment
instead of  defining who I am as
a person.”

Australian Open champ reflects on early days
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Sports
Thursday, January 30, 2025

Jay swim closes regular
season at Marion,
see Sports on tap

Jay’s girls tankers beat
Burris and Blackford,

see story below

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

With the game well in hand,
Sherri McIntire took a timeout
to make substitutions.

For the first time during their
year in the United States, Elze
Pivoriunaite and Alice Ometti
checked into a game.

Almost immediately, they put
notches on the stat sheet.

The special moments for the
exchange students capped off  a
57-29 victory for the Jay County
High School girls basketball
team, which struggled to assert
itself  in the first half  before
eventually pulling away.

“That was fun,” said McIntire,
whose team secured third place
in the Allen County Athletic
Conference behind Class 2A No.
6 Bluffton and Woodlan.
“They’re just great kids. They
come to practice every day and
just bring a positive attitude, just
fit right in. We’re just so thank-
ful that they decided to play bas-
ketball.”

Jay County was up by 30 when
Pivoriunaite and Ometti entered
the game, with the latter grab-
bing a rebound on her first
defensive possession. She
snagged a second board on the
next Heritage trip down the floor,
and then Pivoriunaite came up
with a steal in the waning
moments.

“I didn’t realize, actually,” said
Ometti. “I was just going and
just doing what I could, but then
when I realized, I was like, ‘Oh
my gosh, wow. I did something
good.’”

Both players had their doubts
when McIntire called them to
head to the scorer’s table, but
were happy to have the chance to
write themselves into JCHS his-
tory.

“It was amazing,” Ometti said.

“It has been a beautiful experi-
ence and I’ll never forget about it.
I’m so glad I got this opportunity. 

“I was so nervous. I was really,
really nervous, but as soon as I
got on the court I had so much
fun …”

“It was amazing, super stress-
ful; I was super nervous,” added
Pivoriunaite. “It was so worth it.
All of  the girls were so support-
ive.”

Much of  the first half  was a
struggle for the home team as it
fell behind 6-3 and struggled to
shake its visitors, who entered
the game on a 15-game losing
streak. Heritage (1-18, 0-6 ACAC)
stayed within single digits
throughout the first half  and
was down 23-16 after Danica
Fuller scored the first points of
the second.

JCHS (10-11, 4-2 ACAC) — it
was without junior Alexis
Sibray and freshman Gabi Petro
because of  illness — finally put
the game away as it held Her-
itage to three points over an
eight-minute span bridging the
third and fourth quarters. The
home team scored 26 points dur-
ing the same stretch, including
the final seven in a row from
Elizabeth Brunswick.

Hallie Schwieterman’s 17
points led the winning effort.

Brunswick added a dozen
points on 5-of-10 (50%) shooting
from the field while adding team
highs of  10 rebounds and three
assists.

“I thought Liz Brunswick had
a solid game tonight,” said McIn-
tire, who also got 11 points and
eight rebounds from Amelia
Heath. “I thought she did a good
job when I took Hallie out for a
little bit. She had to guard
(Fuller); Liz did a really good job
on her.”

See Beautiful page 7

The boys beat the Bru-
ins, but couldn’t take
Burris.

The girls bested both
teams.

Jay County High
School’s girls swim team
swept the Blackford Bru-
ins and the Burris Owls,
while the boys team split
the double dual in the final
week of  the regular season
Tuesday.

The Patriot boys (5-8)
dominated Blackford 102-
38, while falling just short
in a 85-74 defeat to Burris.
The girls (9-4) eclipsed 100
points in both matchups,
winning 123-65 over Black-
ford and taking down Bur-
ris 109-69.

Sophia Hoevel had the
strongest day for the girls,
bringing home wins in the
200-yard individual med-
ley (2 minutes, 40.21 sec-
onds) and the 500 freestyle
(6:21.64). The junior was
also on the 200 freestyle
and 400 freestyle relay
teams that took first place.
(The girls’ 200 medley
relay team also finished
first.)

Other individual wins
came from Maddy Snow in
the 1-meter diving (179.85
points) and Avery Wentz in
the 100 backstroke (1:12.88).

The freshman secured
the only victories for the
boys. Cooper Glentzer
swam times of  1:04.32 and

2:18.37 to win the 200 indi-
vidual medley and the 100
backstroke, respectively.
Carson Westgerdes
claimed the 50 freestyle in
25.92 seconds.

The Patriots will travel
to Marion tonight before
preparing for their respec-
tive sectional meets.

Indians lose
MARIA STEIN, Ohio —

The Fort Recovery High
School boys basketball
team fell to the Marion
Local Flyers 46-38 on Tues-
day.

The Tribe (4-12, 1-5
MAC) played its best bas-
ketball in the third quar-
ter, as it outscored Marion
Local 16-11. Briggs Over-
man and Grant Fortkamp
were the only two Indians
to score in the period, put-
ting up eight points apiece.
Overman finished with 14
on the night, while
Fortkamp had 10.

Breaker Jutte and Brody
Barga both scored six
points, while Gavin Evers
made one shot in the
fourth quarter.

Grant Kremer  led the
Flyers (15-1, 5-1 MAC) with
20 points. The junior
poured in six triples,
while hitting two free
throws. Seven more play-
ers scored for MLHS,
including Austin
Niekamp, who had 13.

Moving on
The Jay County Junior

High School girls basket-
ball teams both advanced
past South Adams in the
Allen County Athletic
Conference tournament
on Monday with the
eighth graders winning
44-6 and seventh grade
claiming a 29-6 victory.

With the win, both
teams advanced to the sec-
ond round of  the ACAC
tournament against
Bluffton on Wednesday.

Karsyn Schwieterman
and Charlee Peters both
reached double figures,
scoring 13 and 10 points,
respectively. Claudia Dirk-
sen followed with nine
points, while Avery Snow,
Alyvia Muhlenkamp and
Kendall Schemenaur all
had four.

Boo Towell powered the
seventh graders’ victory
with 15 points. Brenna
Weitzel scored six points,
Bella Barnett had four and
Arabella Link and Leah
Steed each made one buck-
et.

Girls sweep, boys split
in final home dual meet

Local
roundup

By CONNOR EAREGOOD
The Detroit News
Tribune News Service

EAST LANSING, Mich. — Tom Izzo
slammed his fists on the scorer’s table.

Why? Even though his Michigan State
men’s basketball team was up double-
digits on Minnesota — even though 18-2
overall and 9-0 in the Big Ten were all
but expected after taking a 20-point lead
to halftime, Izzo’s team came out sloppy
to start the second half. A Tre Holloman
turnover came off  an ill-advised pass.
And Izzo was frustrated. That’s how
good things are at Breslin Center these
days, where Izzo can nitpick fine details
in a burgeoning blowout.

Michigan State won big against Min-

nesota on Tuesday, 73-51, in a game that
saw its transition game execute to a slop-
py but lethal effect. The Spartans
extended their win streak to 13 in their
second win over the Gophers this sea-
son.

Twelve points from Holloman led
Michigan State in the win, while nine
players scored at least five points. Ten
rebounds from center Carson Cooper
aided a 40-22 team advantage on the
glass. Jase Richardson led the game with
eight assists, part of  20 helpers on 25
Michigan State makes. Minnesota star
Dawson Garcia scored a game-high 21
points on 16 shots.

See MSU page 7

‘Beautiful experience’
Exchange students see first varsity action in win over Heritage

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Elze Pivoriunaite of Jay County High School dribbles against Heritage’s Audrey Meyer
during the fourth quarter Tuesday. The exchange student from Lithuania came up with a steal
in her first game action of the season.

MSU wins 13th straight


