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The temperature in Jay
County hovered between 27
and 31 degrees Sunday.

The low will be in the
lower 20s tonight with winds
gusting to 20 miles per hour.
Snow, rain and freezing rain
are expected Wednesday with
a high in the lower 30s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Timothy Skiver, 74, Redkey
Dolores Fortman, 87, Fort

Recovery
Details on page 2.

Jay County Public Library
is hosting “Be My Pal-entine!”
from 4 to 5:30 p.m. Thursday.
The event in the Community
Room at the library, 315 N.
Ship St., Portland, will includ-
ing making friendship
bracelets and a bouquet.
There will also be chocolate
treats. The event is open to
children up to sixth grade.

Wednesday — Details from
Monday’s Dunkirk City Coun-
cil meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the diving regional at Hamil-
ton Southeastern.

Friday — Preview of  Satur-
day’s wrestling semi-state
tournament in Fort Wayne.

Deaths In review Coming upWeather
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Cold pizza
Abby Brockman rushes back out of the pond northwest of Moser Engineering during United Way of Jay County’s

Peggy’s Plunge 2025 on Saturday. The polar plunge in honor Peggy Atkinson raised money for Jay County’s Special Olympics,
cancer society and homeless shelter. 

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Jay County Commission-
ers decided to take a step
back.

Commissioners heard
from Integrated Public
Safety Commission
statewide interoperability
coordinator Andrea
Baughn and OK’d moving
forward with a change in
scope in the contract with
Ritter Strategic Services
during their meeting Mon-
day.

In July, commissioners
approved a $178,500 con-
tract with the company to
move forward with plan-
ning, procurement, engi-
neering, project manage-
ment and other work relat-
ed to switching to the Inte-
grated Public Safety Com-
mission’s statewide radio
system. Their decision fol-
lowed a previous Ritter
Strategic Services study
completed on the county’s
emergency responder
radios, with the company
recommending Jay County
shift to the statewide sys-
tem. (Discussion has been
ongoing in Jay County for
nearly five years regarding
a new radio system.)

Per the change approved
Monday, the county will
pay an additional $39,000
for Ritter Strategic Servic-
es to look into costs and
other information regard-
ing the purchase of  a stand-
alone radio system.

Commissioners presi-
dent Chad Aker noted he
would like to be presented
with more than one option
for a new system. He
reminded commissioners
that Jay County Council
president Matt Minnich
has also expressed a simi-
lar desire.

Commissioners met last
week with Ritter Strategic
Services owner Barry Rit-
ter, who explained his com-
pany has received a propos-
al from Motorola for tower
sites as well as proposals
from other vendors for
pagers and other equip-
ment.  (The Integrated Pub-
lic Safety Commission  has
a 20-year contract with
Motorola to set up equip-
ment for the system.) 

See Contract page 2

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Jay County residents had con-
cerns to address with local legis-
lators Saturday.

The largest dealt with tax
changes currently being dis-
cussed at the state level.

State Sen. Travis Holdman (R-
Markle) and State Reps. J.D.
Prescott (R-Union City) and Matt
Lehman (R-Berne) shared legisla-
tive session updates Saturday at
John Jay Center for Learning.

Regarding Senate Bill 1
— among other items, it address-
es deductions and tax credits and
requires the Department of  Local
Government Finance to develop
and maintain a property tax
transparency portal — Holdman
indicated that the bill will be sig-
nificantly overhauled when
brought to the Senate Tax and

Fiscal Policy Committee on Tues-
day.

“We’re working hard to come
up with a plan, we’re trying to
toe the line between being
responsible to the taxpayer but
at the same time, realizing we
have to have local government
services, schools, cities, towns,
government, and we’ve got to be

responsible for those folks,” he
said.

Recommended cuts in Senate
Bill 1 total $1.1 billion dollars. In
three years, that amount would
increase to $1.4 billion.

“Some units of  government
would not even be able to make
their debt obligations,” he noted. 

See Questioned page 2

Tax changes questioned
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State Reps. J.D. Prescott (R-Union City) (center) and
Matt Lehman (R-Berne) (left), and State Sen. Travis Holdman
(R-Markle) visited Jay County for a legislative update Saturday
with local residents. Discussion at John Jay Center For
Learning mainly focused on bills targeting tax changes.

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
and NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Despite being a top pri-
ority for new Indiana Gov.
Mike Braun, Republican
leaders in the General
Assembly seem to be tak-
ing a more cautious
approach to new state tax
relief  in budget discus-
sions.

“I really appreciate the
governor kind of  leaning
in and and, you know, he
wants to do more with less.
He wants to make sure
Hoosiers keep more of
their money,” said House
Speaker Todd Huston.

But he pointed to an
existing income tax phase-
down already in law as a
priority and noted some
agencies — such as the

Department of  Child Serv-
ices — that will need addi-
tional funding. The state’s
income tax will continue to
fall over the next two
years, hitting a low of  2.9%
in 2027.

Another bill would
extend the gradually
falling rate so long as the
state’s economic condi-
tions hold steady. 

“We’re going to be cau-
tious. I mean really, really
cautious … there’s a lot of

uncertainties right now,”
said Huston, R-Fishers.
“It’s challenging and prob-
ably a little less frills, more
vanilla.”

In contrast to the flush
budgets during COVID-19,
when federal funds and
high spending buoyed state
revenues, the next two-
year cycle will be much
leaner — with discussions
centered around warring
priorities. With less than
one month as the state’s

top leader, Braun has
vowed to usher in a new
era of  austerity, curbing
agency spending while
simultaneously granting
widespread tax relief. 

In addition to a property
tax proposal that could
save Hoosiers more than $1
billion collectively, his
budget includes several
income tax relief  propos-
als:

•Inflation-adjusted
income tax deductions

•Eliminating the tax on
retirement income

•Stopping the tax on tips
•A farming tax credit
•Instituting sales tax hol-

idays for school supplies
and outdoor equipment.

The cuts would reduce
state tax revenue by $696
million over the two years
of  the budget. 

To pay for that,
Braun reduced various cat-
egories of  state agency
spending.

Senate President Pro
Tem Rodric Rodric Bray
called Braun’s budget
“aspirational,” and said he
appreciated the leadership.

“There are challenges.
DCS continues to be a chal-
lenge,” said the Mar-
tinsville Republican.

Bray said the DCS budg-
et had to be augmented to
finish out this fiscal year
and that might have to con-
tinue in the next two
years.

“And so those types of
things are going to make it
hard to accommodate
those tax cuts. We’d love to
be able to do it, but there
are some challenges with
that,” he said.

GOP leaders cast doubt on relief

Local residents, government
officials express concern

about plans for tax reform

Huston and Bray say they
will be cautious with budget

Firm will
look at a

stand-alone
system

County
adjusts
scope of
contract



Continued from page 1
“So we’re looking to trim

that back significantly
from where it is today.”

Prescott talked about
House Bill 1229, a measure
he proposed that would
abolish property tax and
establish a sales tax on
services. He said the prop-
erty tax system is overly
complicated and pointed to
repeated reductions in
assessed valuation.

“I think the property tax
system itself  is flawed, so I
came up with a completely
new system,” he said.

The bill — it has not
cleared committee yet
— would repeal property
taxes as well as eliminate
assessor’s offices, tax incre-
ment finance (TIF) districts
and referenda. It would
then enact a 7% sales tax on
services. Prescott said the
change would offset rev-
enue from property taxes.

Jay County Council
member Bryan Alexander
said he believes House Bill
1229 is the least popular pol-
icy to date that Prescott has
brought to the statehouse.

“Think about this, what
we’re doing, think about
being fiscally conservative,
have local control, and then
think about every time a
person has a service that
gets taxed, every time that
small business owner has
to fill out the report and
submit that back to state,”
he said. “That’s a political
disaster, in my take.”

Prescott argued the
process would be similar to
how sales tax is currently
figured on goods. He also
said it would work as a “fair
tax” because it would tax
everyone equally.

“It’s regressive,” said
Alexander, with Prescott
saying he disagrees.

Dunkirk Mayor Jack
Robbins questioned
whether doing away with
property taxes would
impact blight programs,
wastewater maintenance
and other issues.

Prescott said the bill
won’t pass this year
because it isn’t getting a
committee hearing.
Regardless, he said it’s
important to have a discus-
sion about changing the
system.

Holdman noted property
values have been increas-
ing at a high rate across the
country since the height of

the coronavirus pandemic.
While tax caps are in place,
he added, debt is added on
top of  those caps.

He warned residents,
noting property tax bills
they will be receiving in a
few weeks will be on aver-
age 7% higher than bills in
2024. Those figures were
determined before the cur-
rent legislative session.

“We are working to con-
trol growth and/or slow
spending down (for) local
units of  government,” he
said.

Holdman referenced his
Senate Bill 451, which calls
for decreasing the state
income tax rate by 0.05% in
even-numbered years
beginning in 2030 as long as
certain fiscal conditions
are met. (The bill was
approved in the Senate last
month and was referred to
the House.)

“For the 10 years prior to
COVID, revenue’s
increased year over year
3.24%,” he said. “And so, my
philosophy is, if  we don’t
need it … don’t spend it on
something frivolous, give it
back to the taxpayer to sup-
port state government.”

Questions also surfaced
Saturday about House Bill
1231 proposed by Prescott,
which would require the
Ten Commandments to be
displayed in all school
libraries and classrooms. 

Portland City Council

member Kent McClung
noted the United States
Supreme Court’s ruling on
Stone v. Graham in 1980,
which found a Kentucky
law requiring Ten Com-
mandments to be posted in
classrooms to be a viola-
tion of  the First Amend-
ment.

“Are you spoiling for
another fight to take to the
Supreme Court?” he asked.

Prescott noted justices
and decisions made by the
Supreme Court have
changed in recent times,
indicating there may be a
path forward for the case
now. 

During their update,
which lasted nearly two
hours Saturday, legislators
also shared information
about other bills they are
working on amid the 2025
session.

Lehman summarized a
few of  his bills, including:

•House Bill 1003, which
would improve transparen-
cy in health care pricing
and billing and increase
access for patients to their
health care information
and grant more control
over their treatment
options

•House Bill 1004, which
tightens regulations on
nonprofit hospitals to
ensure they are acting as
nonprofit entities deliver-
ing health care

Prescott also highlighted

a few of  his bills in the
works, including:

•House Bill 1012, which
calls for police to inform
property owners when
there is damage to the
owner’s property crops or a
structure and it’s reported
to a law enforcement offi-
cer or agency, and when
debris from a vehicle acci-
dent is identified by police
is left on the property that
could damage farm equip-
ment or other vehicles or
property

•House Bill 1399, which
among other items makes
“unlawful presence in Indi-
ana by an alien,” referring
to those who have entered
the country illegally, a
Class A misdemeanor

Holdman highlighted a
need for residents to keep
themselves informed about
legislative changes and
later encouraged folks to
visit Indiana General
Assembly’s website,
iga.in.gov. He pointed out
bills are available there to
view and watch as they
make their way through
the chamber.

“You can track any bill,”
he said. “As Matt (Lehman)
said, if  a bill does not have
a hearing this week, this
coming next week, the bill
for all intents and purposes
is probably going to die.”

Page 2 Local The Commercial Review
Tuesday, February 11, 2025

at $399

I’M
FLIPPABLE

  

1815 N Granville Ave,  Muncie

765-747-8103
  

765-747-8103
Open M-F 9:00a-5:30p;  
SaturdaSaturdays 10:00a-3:00pys 10:00a-3:00p
www.holderbedding.net

 

Timothy Skiver
Dec. 31, 1950-Jan. 27, 2025

Timothy “Tim” Arthur Skiver
74, of  Redkey, Indiana, passed
away on Jan. 27, 2025, at D.M.C.
Sinai Grace Hospital in Detroit.

Tim was born in Union City,
Indiana, on Dec. 31, 1950, to the
late Dilman Skiver and Betty June
(Ellis) Ruland.

Tim graduated from UCCHS
Class of  1969, worked as an artist
for Disney World in Orlando, Flori-
da, was apprentice of  painter’s
union of  allied trade in Orlando,
Florida, and was a member of  the
American Legion in Redkey, Indi-
ana.

Tim is survived by a sister Tori
(Skiver) Ruiz of  Redkey, Indiana;

two brothers, Neil
(Karen) Skiver of
Greenville, Ohio,
and John M. Skiver
of  Union City; five
nieces, Sherry
(Craig) Wendell,
Daun Ditty, Timara
N.L. Ruiz, Keila M.
Garcia and Melanie
Skiver; two nephews, Shannon
Skiver; several great-nieces and
great-nephews; close cousin Linda
Morgan; two half-sisters, Sabrina
Skiver and Tonya Skiver; and
three stepsisters, Donna Ortiz,
Viva Youngblood and Pam Green.

The family will receive visitors
on Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2025, from 4
to 6 p.m. at Reichard Funeral
Home, 400 W. Deerfield Road,

Union City, Indiana. A memorial
service will follow at 6 p.m. at the
Funeral Home.

Condolences may be expressed
at reichardfh.com.

Dolores Ann Fortman, Fort Recov-
ery, April 28, 1937-Feb. 4, 2025.
Services will be at 10 a.m. Saturday
at Mary Help of Christians Catholic
Church, Fort Recovery.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publish-

es death notices for those with a
connection to our coverage area free
of  charge. They include the name,
city of  residence, birth/death date
and time/date/location of  services.
There is a charge for obituaries,

which are accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary services.

Obituaries

Skiver

Continued from page 1
Ritter Strategic Services plans

to negotiate prices with vendors
before finalizing costs.

Aker contacted Ritter in
December about looking into a
radio system that non-emergency
responders, such as Jay County
Highway Department, could use.
He proposed changing the scope
in work on the contract with Rit-
ter to include a second option for
a stand-alone system.

Previously, non-emergency
responders were not allowed on
the statewide system. Jay County
Emergency Management Agency
director Samantha Rhodehamel
shared news at the meeting
Thursday about the Integrated
Public Safety Commission sys-
tem potentially opening up to
county highway departments.

Baughn confirmed Monday her
department is looking into
adjusting its policy.

“We are revisiting that policy
because we realize that expand-
ing into that area is probably
important to a lot of  counties so
you aren’t trying to maintain two
systems,” she said.

She shared two features of  the
Integrated Public Safety Commis-
sion system — critical connect
and smart connect. The former

allows cellular devices to be inte-
grated into the system. The latter,
intended for Motorola devices,
allows radios to automatically
revert to a wifi signal within
range when put into an area with
a low radio signal. 

Baughn noted Whitley County
uses the smart connect feature
regularly in dense buildings
made of  limestone. Answering a
question from Aker, she pointed
out the county’s school systems
developed a hidden wifi network
to be used by first responders in
school buildings.

Regarding non-emergency
responders on the system, she
suggested the county use the cel-
lular connect feature.

“There are purposely built
devices for utilities, like the high-
way department,” she said.
“They look like radios, they act
like radios, but they’re actually
using cellular (connections).”

The devices would allow the
highway department to switch
over to talk to first responders in
the event of  an emergency. For
day-to-day operations, the high-
way department would essential-
ly have a separate channel.

“They could have many on that
cellular side of  the network, and
then when they would switch

over, they would have one to uti-
lize to be able to talk to dispatch
or whoever they need to talk to in
a disaster situation,” she said.

Baughn briefly discussed other
background with the statewide
system, which started operations
in 1999. The system shares 192
interconnected sites across the
state, with nearly 2,400 state and
county agencies currently utiliz-
ing it. Baughn noted several
counties surrounding Jay County
use the system.

She also pointed out that Ohio
expects to have its new encrypted
system fully implemented by the
end of  the year. Baughn said she
is working with Ohio’s coordina-
tor to figure out radio interoper-
ability between states, specifical-
ly for counties that regularly send
mutual aid across state lines,
such as Jay County and Mercer
County, Ohio.

Aker asked commissioners
about their thoughts on whether
to amend the agreement with Rit-
ter or continue solely looking into
the Integrated Public Safety Com-
mission system.

Commissioner Duane Monroe
expressed his desire to stick with
the original contract.

“I’ve talked to a lot of  the peo-
ple that’s going to be using (the

radios), and that’s not per say
what they want,” he said, regard-
ing a stand-alone system. “I feel
like we’re going just to prolong
this whole process … my recom-
mendation is to go what Ritter
started with and continue to
process with Integrated Public
Safety Commission. I think,
$40,000 more to do this amend-
ment, I just think it needs to be
moved forward.”

Responding to Monroe’s com-
ment about the cost, Aker said he
believes $40,000 is insignificant
compared to the multi-million
dollars the county could save.
Monroe said he didn’t disagree
but pointed out the bids will not
be comparable. He again refer-
enced responders who are not in
favor of  a second option, and he
pointed to Ritter’s expertise and
recommendation on the matter.

Commissioner Doug Horn said
he still has a lot of  questions left
unanswered, such as the costs
associated with using the cellu-
lar connect feature with Integrat-
ed Public Safety Commission’s
system and how complicated it is
to integrate.

“I’m kind of  like Duane, I’d
like to see the thing move for-
ward, but I’d like to know again
what we want, and I don’t really

know that yet,” he said. “Every
meeting is something new, and
when we’re trying to catch up (as
new commissioners), I suppose
that’s the way it is, but it’s, you
know, you come to this meeting,
‘Well, we can do this,’ and you
come to this meeting, ‘Well, we
can do this,’ and, what can’t we
do?”

He asked Aker if  Ritter Strate-
gic Services could look into the
costs and process for implement-
ing non-emergency personnel
into the Integrated Public Safety
Commission system, with Aker
confirming it would also do that.

Monroe again pointed to Rit-
ter’s recommendation and made
a motion for the county to contin-
ue with its contract as initially
approved. His motion died for
lack of  a second.

Horn then made a motion to
amend the contract, allowing Rit-
ter to look into the stand-alone
system and also Integrated Pub-
lic Safety Commission’s interop-
erability for non-emergency per-
sonnel, with Aker seconding the
motion. Commissioners
approved the change 2-1 with
Monroe dissenting.

••••••••
For more commissioners news,

see Wednesday’s newspaper.

Contract ...

Today
Hayden, Earl: 11 a.m.,

Bryant Wesleyan Church, 209 S.
Hendricks St., Bryant.

Fidler, Bruce: 4 p.m., Down-
ing & Glancy Funeral Home, 100
Washington St., Geneva.

Wednesday
Skiver, Timothy: 6 p.m.,

Reichard Funeral Home, 400 W.
Deerfield Road, Union City.

Saturday
Fortman, Dolores: 10 a.m.,

Mary Help of Christians
Catholic Church, 403 Sharps-
burg Road, Fort Recovery.

Service listings provided by
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Questioned ...

Today
10 a.m. — Dunkirk

Police Pension Board,
city building, 131 S.
Main St.

6 p.m. — Ridgeville
Town Council,
Ridgeville Fire Depart-
ment, 302 N. Walnut St.

Wednesday
5 p.m. — Jay County

Commissioners and
Jay County Council
joint session, auditori-
um, courthouse, 120 N.

Court St., Portland.
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

Thursday
6 p.m. — Jay County

Plan Commission,
Community Resource
Center, 118 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.87
March corn .............4.93
April corn ................5.01

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.95
March corn ..............5.02
April corn ...............5.13

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.89
March corn ..............4.89
Beans ......................10.45

March beans ..........10.50
Wheat ...................... 5.29

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.87
March corn ..............4.90
Beans ......................10.42
March beans ..........10.46
Wheat ......................5.49

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.85
March corn ..............4.85
Beans ......................10.25
March beans ..........10.30
Wheat ......................5.24

In 1753, Pennsylvania
Hospital became the first
operational hospital in
the United States. Ben-
jamin Franklin co-found-
ed the practice.
In 1818, Chile declared

independence from
Spain. Its official inde-

pendence came in April
after the Battle of  Main-
pu.
In 1847, inventor

Thomas Edison was
born. Edison helped
introduce the modern
age of  electricity.

— The CR

CR almanac

33/21 25/5 30/26 40/23 27/5
Mostly

cloudy skies
on Wednes-
days with a
70% chance
of snow.

Cloudy on
Sunday, when
there’s anoth-
er 50%
chance of
snow.

There’s an
80% chance
of rain and
snow through-
out the day,
with a higher
chance of
snow late.

Thursday’s
forecast
shows mostly
cloudy skies
with tempera-
tures dipping
to single dig-
its.

Friday’s
forecast shows
mostly cloudy
skies with a
50% chance of
snow at night.

Wednesday
2/12

Thursday
2/13

Friday
2/14

Saturday
2/15

Sunday
2/16

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot:
$142 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$110 million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 4-7-8
Daily Four: 8-5-2-7
Quick Draw: 7-9-13-14-

16-18-21-26-27-30-34-38-39-
42-43-47-48-62-68-78

Evening
Daily Three: 0-3-0
Daily Four: 0-7-4-8
Quick Draw: 2-3-4-5-6-

7-14-15-20-26-27-34-37-41-
45-49-50-56-65-75

Cash 5: 7-12-15-18-32
Estimated jackpot:

$446,000 

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 0-9-4
Pick 4: 4-0-7-5
Pick 5: 1-0-7-8-2
Evening
Pick 3: 1-7-0
Pick 4: 5-8-7-5
Pick 5: 0-9-5-6-6
Rolling Cash 5: 11-15-

22-25-34
Estimated jackpot:

$120,000



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance
C, 510 W. Votaw St., Port-
land.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship

Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

BRYANT/NEW CORY-
DON SENIOR CITIZENS
— Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a

carry-in dinner. Meat is
provided.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4 p.m.
each Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY CIVIC
THEATRE — Holds its reg-
ular meeting at 5:30 p.m. on
the second Wednesday of
each month in the board-
room at Arts Place, 131 E.
Walnut St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES —
Will meet at 6 p.m., on the
second and fourth Wednes-
day of  the month at the
Eagles’ lodge, 320 N. Merid-
ian St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY — A

group for those struggling
with addiction that focuses
on motivation, coping with
cravings, managing
thoughts, feelings and
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-

tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
HEALTH JAY HOSPITAL
OSTOMY SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month in Indiana
University Health Jay Hos-
pital Conference Room B.
The group is for ostomy
and intestinal diversion
patients and their friends
and family to offer mutual
support and learn about
the latest products and
information.

JAY COUNTY TRAILS
CLUB — Will meet at 7 p.m.
the second Thursday of
each month at Jay Commu-
nity Center.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug
Prevention Coalition office
at 100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. 

DEAR ABBY: I am 66
years old and have been
diagnosed with moderately
aggressive prostate cancer.
I will start radiation thera-
py soon. My wife knows
about it and has been very
supportive, but we have not
shared it with my children,
siblings, relatives or
friends. 

One of  the reasons for
keeping quiet was that my
daughter-in-law was
expecting their first child,
and I didn’t want to ruin
their joy. Now the baby is
here, and I’m still not com-
fortable informing them.
What is your opinion?
Should I tell them, keep it a
secret or let my wife tell
them afterward, should I
not survive the treatment?
— SECRETIVE IN CALI-
FORNIA
DEAR SECRETIVE: To

tell or not to tell is a very
personal decision. It
might depend upon your
reason for not wanting
anyone to know about
your diagnosis. Consider
tabling the announce-
ment until you have

started treatment and
see how challenging it
may (or may not) be. 
If  you need emotional

support, you may want
to tell those close to you
what’s going on or join a
cancer support group. It
would be unfair to your
wife to make her delay
informing your children,
siblings, relatives, etc.
until after you are gone
because she would be
blamed for keeping your
condition from them.

•••••••••
Dear Abby is written by

Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at Dear-
Abby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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By OLIVIA SMITH
The Commercial Review

Valentine’s Day is coming up.
Being in a Christian college

means that the couples are extra
coupley this week. It is very easy
to feel lonely, like you will never
find someone, no matter where
you are. 

We get so caught up wanting
romantic love that we forget
there is love all around us. I
know I do. It’s hard not to when
everywhere you look there are
couples. 

Having a boyfriend or a girl-
friend sounds like the best thing
in the world and we get so caught
up in wanting a romantic rela-
tionship that we forget to enjoy
the season of  life we are in right
now. There is so much happening
around us, so many friends want-
ing to talk and so many new peo-
ple to meet yet we get so in our
head we forget to appreciate it. 

Pause.
Before I go on: There is nothing

wrong with wanting a romantic
relationship; it is natural. I
strongly dislike it when someone
says, “it’ll come when you least
expect it,” because while that
may be true, it’s annoying. 

Don’t get so caught up in get-
ting a romantic relationship that
you ignore all the other relation-
ships in your life. 

Spending Valentine's Day
alone is discouraging but my
challenge is to make someone
else’s day better. It’ll make yours
better too. 

Bring flowers to your mom.
Treat your sister to a dinner out.
Hang out with your brother. Call
your grandparents. 

These people are in your life
and have been in your life for
some time now. Showing your
family you appreciate them can
mean way more to them than you
think. 

Or you could make an adven-
ture out of  it. 

Take yourself  on a date. Get
flowers for a random person.

Hang out with your friends. And
let yourself  be a little disappoint-
ed because it is OK, and natural. 

Call someone you haven’t in a
while. Start a conversation with
someone random. 

I feel like we have this precon-
ceived idea of  what this day is
supposed to be like but it doesn’t
have to be that. Whatever idea
you have in your head it doesn’t
have to happen. 

Valentine’s Day is about love
so let’s make it about love. Show
your love to those in your life you
overlook, show your love to the
people around you. Show your
love to the retail workers and
restaurant workers that are mak-
ing this day special for you. 

Seriously, that last one is
important. Remember that they
are people too and they make
this day possible for anyone sin-
gle or taken. 

So, whether you are in college
or another stage in your life, you
can be a little disappointed if  you
are spending this Valentine’s
Day alone. But don’t get so disap-
pointed that you forget to show
love to those in your life that love
you no matter what.

Make Valentine’s Day special to all

You’re
On Your
Own, Kid

Parent keeps
diagnosis quiet

Dear
Abby

Community Calendar

Sorority news
Eta Chi Chapter of  Sigma Phi

Gamma International Sorority met
at Mt Tabor Hall Feb. 4 for a busi-
ness meeting. Marcia Eglan gave a
report from province and interna-
tional officers. The treasurers
report was given by Shari Van
Nuland, and the minutes from the
previous meeting were read by
Julie Terrell. Terrell also read the
correspondence.  

The main discussion was about
plans for the alpha province meet-
ing to be held in Portland March 14-

16.  We have decided to have Pete’s
Catering serve the evening meal
March 15 at the Moose Lodge. 

We are still looking for entertain-
ment for March 15. Decorations and
programs were discussed. The meal
to be served at Mt. Tabor Hall in
Dunkirk on March 14 was dis-
cussed. Eta Chi will serve baked
spaghetti, gaelic bread, salad and
sugar cream pie.  Plans for March
16 lunch are still under discussion.  

Eta Chi Chapter delegates for the
Alpha Province will be Renee Blu-

menhorst and Rose Morgan, with
Kathleen Inman as alternate dele-
gate.

The international convention
will be held in St. Louis this year.
Registrations must be turned in by
May 1.  

The next meeting will be Feb. 11.  
Those attending were: Stephanie

Faulkner, Shari Van Nuland, Rose
Morgan, Marsha Eglan, Julie Ter-
rell, Kris Cook, Connie Retter,
Renee Bumenhorst, Marlene Cle-
venger, and Kathleen Inman.  
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By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Gov. Mike Braun has no
patience for local governments
upset by possible property tax
cuts. He has told them directly
they have grown too fast and it’s
time to get back to reality. And, to
his credit, he is doing the same
thing with state government in
the budget he proposed to law-
makers.

I recently drilled down
into Braun’s budget proposal to
see how he is handling state
finances. Starting with a wide-
angle lens, he is growing general
fund state expenditures only 2%
the first year of  the biennium and
1.7% in the second year. In com-
parison, expenses grew 4% this
year under the budget passed by
lawmakers and signed by Gov.
Eric Holcomb in 2023.

At the same time, Braun’s
budget proposes almost $700 mil-

lion in tax relief  for Hoosiers:
from eliminating taxes on retire-
ment income and tips to a new
tax credit for farmers and a sales
tax holiday for school supplies.

So, how is he dealing with
modest revenue growth and giv-
ing tax cuts at the same time?
The answer: he isn’t giving agen-
cies and officeholders what they
want.

Braun flatlines the operational
budget of  the Secretary of  State’s
Office, Office of  the Attorney
General and Office of  the State
Comptroller. Also in the secre-
tary of  state’s budget, he reduces

election security and voter edu-
cation outreach funding.

The Lieutenant Governor’s
operational budget was also
slightly reduced. And several
programs that the office over-
sees will take hits. For instance,
the Office of  Community and
Rural Affairs line item drops
28%; rural economic develop-
ment was zeroed out and the
Indiana Destination Develop-
ment Corporation would see
funding drop from $20 million a
year in the last budget to $5.5 mil-
lion a year.

Under the Indiana Economic
Development Corporation, the
21st Century Research and Tech-
nology Fund drops from $32 mil-
lion to $20 million a year; the
Manufacturing Readiness Grant
is halved to $10 million a year;
Braun wipes out programs for
direct flights as well as business
promotion and innovation.

Large pots of  money for site

acquisition and deal-closing that
used one-time excess dollars are
not renewed.

There are currently no capital
projects in Braun’s budget —
either for state facilities or high-
er education.

As for agencies, he flatlined
the Indiana Department of
Health operational budget while
also cutting a major public
health initiative. He dropped
slightly the base budget for the
Bureau of  Motor Vehicles and
Indiana Department of  Environ-
mental Management.

Some agencies will still see sig-
nificant growth, such as the Indi-
ana Department of  Correction
and Indiana State Police.

Most of  the agency numbers I
compared are operational base
budgets from the general fund
and don’t include separate line
items that might be covered by
other direct appropriations or
revenue streams.

But it’s clear Braun is follow-
ing his own guidance to local gov-
ernments and tightening the
state’s belt. There is an impor-
tant caveat about these cuts,
though.

Right now, they are just num-
bers on a page — how those sav-
ings are achieved is key. Will
Hoosiers see diminished service?
Or, what opportunities will be
lost by cutting taxes instead of
investing strategically in educa-
tion, health or other vital needs?

The Indiana House will now
have its say, releasing its own ver-
sion of  the budget next week. We
are far from the end, but Braun
started the process with a bang.

••••••••••
Kelly, editor-in-chief  of  Indiana

Capital Chronicle, has covered
the Indiana Statehouse since 1999.
Indiana Capital Chronicle is

an independent, nonprofit news
organization. Its website is indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.

Braun backs up his talk with cuts
Niki
Kelly

Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

About the best that can
be said of  the new trade
policy emanating from
the White House is that
it’s all a bluff. After sever-
al days of  panic, the U.S.
agreed to delay enormous
new tariffs on Canada
and Mexico in exchange
for some token border-
security measures.

Yet serious damage has
already been done. And
these costs will be nothing
compared to the harm
that the new administra-
tion might yet inflict by
starting a full-scale global
trade war. If  that happens,
everybody loses — Ameri-
cans not least. This new
economic strategy, if  one
can dignify it with that
term, ranks among the
worst White House initia-
tives ever undertaken.

The logic behind the
administration’s trade
agenda directly contra-
dicts itself. Start with the
executive order threaten-
ing to impose tariffs of
25% on Canada and Mexi-
co — in patent violation,
by the way, of  the free-
trade agreement
the U.S. championed in
2020. Supposedly, the idea
is to force America’s
immediate neighbors to
stanch the flow of
migrants and illegal
drugs across their bor-
ders.

If  the two countries
comply (whatever that
may mean) and the tariffs
remain suspended, they
won’t raise any revenue
and won’t erect a wall
behind which
the U.S. manufacturing
sector will be revived,
defeating the administra-
tion’s stated rationale for
tariffs in general.

If  the real concern is
border security, closer
cooperation with neigh-
bors is required. Forcing
compliance by humiliat-
ing countries that wish to
be partners is extraordi-
narily foolish and short-
sighted. Which is the bet-
ter basis for
promoting U.S.-led cooper-
ation on this or any other
matter — friendship or
seething resentment?

If, on the other hand,
the goal is to pay for gov-
ernment spending and
protect U.S. producers by
walling off  goods
from China, Europe and
whomever the adminis-
tration chooses to bully,
the tariff  strategy is
doomed to fail. The more
effective the barriers are

in reducing imports, the
less revenue they’ll raise
(because they’ll shrink
the base to which tariffs
are applied). The more
effective they are in rais-
ing revenue, the less
domestic producers will
benefit (because the flow
of  imports won’t be much
reduced).

Suppose, optimistically,
that policy struck a com-
promise, aiming for a mix
of  somewhat more tariff
revenue combined with a
measure of  trade protec-
tion for U.S. producers.
Even then, the idea makes
no sense. First, retaliation
is certain. Other govern-
ments won’t let the White
House reduce them to
feckless subordinates. The
result will be fewer U.S.
exports, hence little or no
trade-balance benefit.

Second, tariffs will
raise prices and cut real
incomes. And sheltering
U.S. producers from com-
petition will make them
less efficient, diminishing
growth and living stan-
dards while adding to the
need for continuing subsi-
dies.

As the familiar cycle of
rising protectionism and
falling competitiveness
escalates, a trade war will
yield what it always does:
mutually assured stagna-
tion.

It’s possible the threat-
ened tariffs will, in the
end, come to nothing.
Sooner or later, maybe,
deals will be done and any
new measures will be
rolled back. (The U.S.
might help its own cause
by doing more to cut off
the flow of  high-powered
guns across the border,
as Mexico has requested.)

Would that make every-
thing all right? Absolutely
not. The administration
has already caused real
and lasting damage to the
U.S.’s economy and to its
relations with other coun-
tries. How are producers
supposed to make plans
and invest amid this need-
less confusion? And what
are U.S. allies to make of
an administration that
views them with such
naked contempt? It
remains to be seen only
whether the harm is man-
ageable and reversible.

Trade blackmail
sure to backfire

By FREDERIC J. FRANSEN
Tribune News Service

Two hundred fifty years ago this
month, on Feb. 9, 1775, the British
Parliament declared the Massachu-
setts Bay Colony to be in “rebellion.”
This allowed British soldiers to shoot
suspected rebels on sight, which
encouraged further rebellion and the
growing independence movement.
The shooting war began two months
later when fighting broke out at Con-
cord and Lexington.

Seventy years ago, in 1955, Warner
Brothers released the film “Rebel
Without a Cause,” starring James
Dean, Natalie Wood and Sal Mineo.
The film — set in the world of  teenage
gangs, stolen cars and knife fights —
revolves around Dean, playing a trou-
bled 17-year-old “struggling to live
with integrity” in a world of  moral
chaos, in the words of  the late film
critic Jay Carr.

The film was a huge success in the
United States but censored in Great
Britain and banned in New Zealand
and Spain, where authorities worried
that it would destroy the morals and
habits of  young people, alienating
them from society.

The notion of  the “alienated
teenager,” causing trouble for trou-
ble’s sake was somewhat novel when
Dean and Wood appeared on the
screen.

Until the 1940s, there was no special
focus on young people between the
ages of  13 and 19 because most
teenagers would either leave school
(with or without a diploma) and start
working or engage in rigorous prepa-
ration for college. No one had the
time or energy to rebel, and the word
“teenager” had only recently become
a marketing category.

In fact, attending high school in the

first part of  the 20th century was
unusual; most young people finished
eighth grade and then went to work.
However, after World War II, with the
widespread adoption of  mandatory
high school, Dean’s and Wood’s gen-
eration was forced to sit in class-
rooms, wishing they were elsewhere.
Many responded to boredom with
rebellion. Students without a purpose
became rebels without a cause.

Contrast this with the American
Founders. In 1775, many of  America’s
future Founding Fathers were hardly
more than teenagers. John Marshall,
who would later become Chief  Jus-
tice of  the Supreme Court, was 20;
Alexander Hamilton, the first U.S.
Treasury secretary, 21; and James
Madison, the “Father of  the Constitu-
tion,” was a mere 25. In their teenage
years, they learned how to defy an
empire. They were leaders in a rebel-
lion grounded not in ennui but in
principles.

Eighteen months after being called
out as rebels, American colonists
declared their independence, claim-
ing that the purpose of  government
was to protect the rights, that the gov-
ernment derived its “just powers”
from the consent of  the governed,
and when that consent was with-
drawn, the people could form a new
government. The rights they were
fighting over began with “life, liberty,
and the pursuit of  happiness.” The

American rebels clearly had a cause.
The right to pursue happiness is a

core American principle. It informs
our special kind of  individualism and
our big heart and explains why we
generously give people second
chances, have among the world’s
most lenient bankruptcy laws, and
are far more tolerant in many ways
than most other countries. We want
people to live free and fruitful lives
despite their past mistakes. We
encourage people to dust themselves
off  and try again.

Americans also understand and
even tolerate when a few rules are
broken in the pursuit of  their happi-
ness. In many countries, speeding is
monitored by remote cameras. In the
United States, only a few states allow
them, and they are often controver-
sial.

If  the juvenile delinquents in
“Rebel Without a Cause” had rebelled
in the name of  some principle, they
probably would have been under-
stood (and the film much less success-
ful). The problem is the senselessness
of  their rebellion, which, if  anything,
was contributing to their unhappi-
ness.

By contrast, the American rebels
of  1775-1776 aimed to restore essential
liberties that they believed were a
God-given birthright. They were
rebelling against the authority of
Parliament to govern them without
representation, demanding instead
the right to self-government. They
sought to be treated as adults and the
United States to be treated as a
grown-up nation.

••••••••••
Fransen is president of  Huntington

Junior College in West Virginia and
CEO of  Certell Inc. He wrote this
for InsideSources.com.

Rebels created country with a heart

Frederic 
J. Fransen

Guest
Editorial
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By DAVE GOLDINER
New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

Vice President JD
Vance was reportedly
tapped Friday to forge a
deal to save TikTok.

President Trump has
assigned Vance to find a
buyer for the popular Chi-
nese-owned social media
app ahead of  an April
5 deadline for it to be sold
or shut down.

Vance, who ran a hedge
fund before running for
office, will be looking to
find a deep-pocketed tech
titan to snap up the Amer-
ican operations of  the
app.

National security advis-
er Mike Waltz, a longtime
harsh critic of  China,
will also be part of  the
effort led by Vance,
Punchbowl News first
reported.

Congressional hawks
from both parties have
long warned about the
national security threat
posed by TikTok because
it can access the data of
its 170 million American
users.

Republicans and Democ
rats united to overwhelm-
ingly pass a bill ordering
TikTok’s China-based
parent company,
ByteDance, to sell the
app’s U.S. operations
by January 19, the day
before Trump’s inaugura-
tion, or be shut down.

Trump, who once
harshly criticized Tik-
Tok, flip-flopped to sign
an executive order on his
first day in office delaying
for 75 days the enforce-
ment of  the law.

Now the White House
is under pressure to forge
a deal that can appease
conservative China hawk
s while keeping happy
the legions of  Americans
who use the app for
everything from e-com-
merce to funny cat videos
and political takes across
the political spectrum.

Many potential buyers
have been put forward
including Microsoft,
Trump ally Elon Musk or
a group fronted by bil-
lionaire Frank McCourt
and “Shark Tank” star
Kevin O’Leary.

Trump has floated the
idea of  the federal gov-
ernment taking a stake in
TikTok through the new
sovereign wealth fund he
launched.

Vance tapped to
find TikTok buyer

BauerFinancial award-
ed Crossroads Financial
Federal Credit Union a 5
Star Superior Rating.

The rating is the highest
available from BauerFi-
nancial, an independent
firm, and is judged based
on financial strength, sta-
bility and performance in
areas including capital
adequacy, profitability,
loan quality and liquidity.
Those achieving a 5 Star
rating are considered
“superior” and are recom-
mended by Bauer.

CrossRoads is based in
Portland and also has
offices in Dunkirk and
Winchester.

New VPs named
Farm Progress recently

named Matt Coniglio as its
vice president of  sales and
Beth Wagner as its vice
president of  business
development.

Coniglio previously
served as senior director
of  strategic accounts for
Farm Progress. He has
served as president of  the
National Agri-Marketing
Association.

Wagner most recently
was vice president of  digi-
tal business development
for Informa Markets, par-
ent company of  Farm
Progress. She is active in
American Agri-Women

and the National Agri-
Marketing Association.

Farm Progress is an
agriculture information
business offering live
events, digital products
and other services.

Shakes return
Shamrock Shakes

returned to McDonald’s
menus across Indiana on
Monday.

The shakes will be avail-
able for about six weeks,
with 25 cents from each
sale to be donated to
Ronald McDonald House
Charities. Last year, cus-
tomers in Indiana helped
raise more than $126,000
for the organization.

Partnership extended
Comcast has extended

its partnership with
NASCAR as the title spon-
sor of  the Xfinity Series.

The entities have collab-
orated on the series since
2014. The partnership will
add the “Xfinity Fastest
Lap” for 2025 in which the
driver and owner with the

fastest lap in each race
will be awarded one point.

“We’re not just entering
year 11 of  our partner-
ship. We’re embarking on
year one of  a renewed
relationship with
NASCAR filled with fresh
energy and exciting oppor-
tunities to enhance the
competition on the track
in a way that has never
been done before, and con-
tinue to connect with fans
in new and engaging
ways,” said Comcast vice
president of  brand part-
nership and engagement
Matt Lederer in a press
release.

Program announced
CVS Pharmacy is part-

nering with Duquesne
University to encourage
individuals to pursue
pharmacy degrees.

The Tuition Advantage
program will offer CVS
Pharmacy employees the
opportunity to pursue a
doctor of  pharmacy
degree through the Pitts-
burgh university online at
a reduced cost. Those who
go through the program
and start their careers
with CVS can receive a
scholarship to cover 50%
of  their tuition.

“To continue to meet
patients’ needs in the com-
munities we serve, it’s cru-

cial that we support stu-
dents who are interested
in community pharmacy
as a career,” said Len
Shankman, CVS executive
vice president, in a press
release. “We believe that
innovative tuition-support
programs, such as the
Tuition Advantage Pro-
gram we’ve created with
Duquesne University, will
support students on their
path to pharmacy and
help ensure patients con-
tinue to have convenient
and local access to phar-
macy care.” 

Drop off food
Menards stores are serv-

ing as drop-off  sites for
food banks from now until
the end of  March.

Participating stores
include those in Muncie,
Anderson and Richmond
in Indiana as well as Celi-
na, Ohio.

New VP named
Dollar General last

week announced that
Steve Deckard will be its
new executive vices presi-
dent of  strategy and devel-
opment. Tracey Her-
rmann has been promoted
to executive vice president
of  store operations.

Deckard most recently
oversaw Dollar General’s
operations team. He has

been with the company
since 2006.

Herrmann previously
served as senior vice pres-
ident of  store operations
for Dollar General. She
has also had leadership
roles in merchandising,
pricing and operations.

Offering exams
Meridian Health Servic-

es will offer free dental
exams for children ages 1
through 14 at its Meridian
Dental sites on Monday,
Feb. 17.

The free exams will be
offered from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. for the American
Dental Association’s
national “Give Kids a
Smile” event. Participat-
ing locations include Port-
land, Muncie, Richmond
and Marion.

Walk-ins are welcome,
but appointments are
encouraged to avoid wait
times. To make an
appointment, call (866)
306-2647.

Courses offered
Indiana Chamber of

Commerce is offering var-
ious safety training cours-
es throughout the year.

The chamber is offering
10-hour and 30-hour Occu-
pational Safety and Health
Administration courses
next week at the Indiana

Chamber Conference Cen-
ter in Indianapolis.

Forklift safety trainer
training will be offered
Feb. 4, with the 2025 Indi-
ana Safety and Health
Conference Expo to follow
from Feb. 24 through 27 at
Indiana Convention Cen-
ter.

For more information
about the training courses
and details about other
offerings, visit indi-
anachamber.com.

Training offered
ServSafe training will

be available at John Jay
Center for Learning in
Portland.

The next session is
scheduled from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 25.

Additional sessions are
scheduled for March 25
and April 29.

The certification course
is open to all food service
employees and empha-
sizes safe food- and bever-
age-handling practices to
minimize the risk of  food-
borne illnesses.

For more information,
or to register, call (260) 729-
5525.

••••••••••
Does your business have

news to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be
included in our weekly
business roundup.

CrossRoads receives 5 Star rating
Business
roundup

By LAURENCE DARMIENTO
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

Allstate said this week that it
expects to lose $1.1 billion due to
the Los Angeles fires, making it
the second major insurer to
announce the financial impact of
the country’s single most costly
blaze.

The Northbrook, Illinois, com-
pany said the figure represents
its losses on a pre-tax basis and
after deducting payments it
received from reinsurance.
Despite the size of  the hit, the
company’s fourth quarter net
income grew 30% to $1.9 billion.

Allstate said the minimal
impact on its financial perform-
ance reflected its “comprehensive
reinsurance program” and its
decision starting in 2007 to reduce
its market share. Allstate had a
5.8% share of  the state’s home-
owners market in 2023, making it
the sixth largest carrier. Insurers
acquire reinsurance typically
from other larger insurers in
order to limit their payouts dur-
ing huge wildfires and other cata-
strophic events.

The company also received
approval last year for an average
34% rate increase starting in
November.

Last week, another larger
insurer, Chubb Ltd., estimated its

losses from the fire will total
about $1.5 billion, with the finan-
cial impact expected to be limited
to the fourth quarter.

The American-Swiss insurer
had only a 2.27% share of  the Cal-

ifornia homeowners market in
2023, putting it outside the state’s
top 10 largest home insurers.
However, it focuses on providing
coverage for more expensive
homes such as those predomi-
nant in Pacific Palisades, which
was devastated by the fires and
has a median home value of  $3.5
million, according to Zillow.

State Farm General, Califor-
nia’s largest home insurer, has
not released its losses but asked
state officials on Monday for an
emergency rate hike averaging
22% Monday, saying the fires
have put the company in dire
financial straits.

The insurer, a subsidiary of
State Farm Mutual Automobile
Insurance Co. of  Bloomington,
Illinois, said the company has
already received at least 8,700
claims and paid more than $1 bil-
lion to customers. It also expects
to pay out “significantly more” to
satisfy claims.

The insurer said the rate hike
is necessary to rebuild the com-
pany’s capital base so it will not
have to “further constrain” its

ability to provide home insur-
ance in the state. Industry ratings
agencies have said they expect
such insurance premium increas-
es because of  the fires.

All told, risk modelers have
estimated it will cost the insur-
ance industry $20 billion to $45
billion to pay for property dam-
age, temporary housing costs and
other claims stemming from the
fires. That would make the blazes
one of  the country’s worst natu-
ral disasters but likely not as cost-
ly as Hurricane Katrina.

The Los Angeles-area disaster
is only the latest in a series of
mega fires that have hit the state
since the latter half  of  the last
decade. In 2018, the Camp fire
destroyed the town of  Paradise in
the Sierra Nevada foothills, caus-
ing $12.5 billion in insured losses,
making it at the time the most
costly fire in U.S. history.

The fires have prompted insur-
ers in fire-prone neighborhoods
to drop policy holders and stop
writing new insurance, forcing
many into the state’s FAIR Plan,
an insurer of  last resort that

Allstate expects $1.1 billion in fire losses

Company
faces ban

as members
of Congress

have warned
about the
national
security 
threat

Tribune News Service/Los Angeles Times/Christina House

Businesses and cars were burned by the Eaton Fire
in Altadena, California. Insurance firm Allstate expects to lose
$1.1 billion from the fires in California.



CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

Page 6 Comics The Commercial Review
Tuesday, February 11, 2025

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in
The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new
job,

the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 
• Dental • Vision

• Medicare
Supplements •

Annuities
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The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery

Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:

6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:

8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review

309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Front Office Hours:

Tuesday - Friday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department

Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.
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Public Notice
NOTICE TO BIDDERS FOR

THE JAY SCHOOL CORPORATION
JAY COUNTY, INDIANA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Board of School Trustees
of The Jay School Corporation (the “Owner”) will receive sealed
bids for the Jay County Jr./Sr. High School Tornado Damage
Renovation.
Bids will be accepted at The Jay County School Corporation Ad-
ministration Office, 414 East Floral Avenue, Portland, Indiana,
until 2:00 p.m. (local time), on March 6, 2025.  Bids will be opened
and tabulated at that time in the Board Room.  A Pre-Bid Meet-
ing is scheduled for February 20, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. at Jay County
Jr./Sr. High School, 2072 West SR 67, Portland, Indiana.  
All bidding and construction shall be in accordance with con-
struction documents prepared by Barton-Coe-Vilamaa, Archi-
tect and Engineers, Inc., which can be obtained from the office
of Barton-Coe-Vilamaa.  Call 260/489-9079 (office of Barton-Coe-
Vilamaa) to request an invitation to receive digital access to the
bidding documents.
Bidders will be required to file, with their bids, a certified
check made payable to The Jay School Corporation or a Bid
Bond for an amount not less than five percent (5%) of their max-
imum bid or bids.  Should a successful bidder withdraw its bid,
or fail to execute a satisfactory Contract, The Jay School Cor-
poration may then declare the bid deposit or bid bond to be for-
feited as liquidated damages.
Each successful bidder shall be required to furnish an ap-
proved Performance Bond and a Labor and Materials Payment
Bond which cover faithful performance of the contract and the
payment of all obligations arising thereunder.  A Maintenance
Bond shall also be required.  Said bonds shall remain in full
force and effect for twelve months from the substantial com-
pletion of the Work.
The contract will be awarded to the lowest responsive and re-
sponsible bidder complying with the conditions for bidding,
provided the bid is reasonable and it is to the best interest of
the Owner to accept it.  The Owner reserves the right to reject
the bid of any or all bidder in accordance with Indiana Code 36-
1-12.
Bids not reaching said office by 2:00 p.m., on March 6, 2025 will
not be opened and will be returned unopened to the original
bidder.

Dated this 8th day of January 2025.
BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES
THE JAY SCHOOL CORPORATION

CR 2-11,18-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
PUBLIC NOTICE

Jack W. Racer, 5900 S County
Rd 575 E, Selma, IN 47383 has
submitted to the Division of
Oil and Gas a request to con-
vert an existing well to a Class
II Saltwater Disposal  well to
be used for the injection of
produced brine. The permit
was originally issued on Jan
23, 2024 and this submission is
a renewal.  This well is lo-
cated in Section 18, Twp. 22N,
Rng. 13E in Jay County, Indi-
ana.
The subject well – Fugiett 2-
18, permit #56187 - will be in-
jecting fluid into the St. Peter
Sandstone within the depth
interval of 1326 feet to 1330
feet at a maximum injection
pressure not to exceed zero
pounds per square inch. The
maximum injection rate for
this well will not exceed 1000
barrels per day.
Written comments and objec-
tions, a request for a copy of
this application or a request
for an informal hearing con-
cerning this application must
be submitted to the Division
of Oil and Gas within 15 days
from the publication date of
this notice  and should be
mailed to:
Department of Natural Re-

sources
Division of Oil & Gas

Attn: Technical Section
402 W Washington St

Rm 293
Indianapolis, IN  46204-2748
CR 2-11-2024-HSPAXLP
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibition
Hall at the Jay County
Fairgrounds, 806 W
Votaw St., Portland, IN 
February 15th, 2025

9:30 A. M.
ANTIQUE-OLD & COL-

LECTORS ITEM
CAST IRON: Griswold
#10 Skillet, Favorite #12
Skillet, Wagner corn-
bread, & more.  MARX
Klown Katch & Spot
Bowler Pinball games,

CROCKS &
STONEWARE: 1 gallon
early grey crock, 3 gal-
lon bee sting crock, Blue
& White baked beans,
brown crock with lid,

Steiff teddy bear, 1940ís
Girl Scout pins, vintage
fishing lures, Ford oil

can, skeleton keys, Rail-
road lock with key, 

Kenton Toy Co. cast iron
driver and lady, Fram
Filter diecut girl with
swimsuit, Craftsman
stamps, wood bucket,
metal pot, and many
other items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE: 
Doors will open at 8
a.m. day of auction for

preview.  
RICHARD STACHLER

Loy Auction
AC#31600027

Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kayden Khayyata
AU12400069

100 JOBS WANTED

AL & JAYS ODD JOBS
Repairs-Cleaning-
Assembly-Carpentry-
Painting-Pet Sitting and
many other services.
CALL FOR A FREE
QUOTE. 260-251-0636
AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WWAANNTTEEDD

TOWN OF REDKEY is
accepting applications
for Town Marshal and or
Deputy. Experience pre-
ferred but not mandatory.
Apply at the Redkey City
Building. Applications
accepted from February
6th through February
14th.

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, distri-
bution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage

 SUBSCRIBE 
TO THE

COMMERCIAL 
REVIEW
up to 

49% off  
Newsstand  prices
Subscribe at 
thecr.com 
or call

260-726-8141

READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today
Jay County — Freshman boys basket-

ball vs. Eastbrook – 6 p.m.; Junior High
wrestling vs. Driver – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls bowling sec-
tional at Dayton – 9 a.m.

TV sports
Today

7 p.m. — College basketball: Ten-
nessee at Kentucky (ESPN); Florida at
Mississippi State (ESPN2)

8 p.m. — College basketball: George
Mason at Saint Louis (FDSN Indiana)

9 p.m. — College basketball: Penn

State at USC (BTN)
10 p.m. — NBA: Memphis Grizzlies at

Phoenix Suns (TNT)
11 p.m. — College basketball: North-

western at Oregon (BTN); Colorado State
at Utah State (FS1); Santa Clara at St.
Mary’s (ESPN2)

Wednesday
10 a.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Day-

tona 500 (FS1)
2:30 p.m. — Premier League soccer:

Everton at Liverpool (USA)
6 p.m. — College basketball: St.

John’s at Villanova (FS1)
6:30 p.m. — College basketball: Iowa

at Rutgers (BTN)
7 p.m. — NBA: San Antonio Spurs at

Boston Celtics (ESPN); Indiana Pacers at
Washington Wizards (FDSN Indiana)

7 p.m. — College basketball:
Louisville at N.C. State (ESPN2)

8 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Day-
tona 500 (FS1)

8:30 p.m. — College basketball:
Washington at Ohio State (BTN)

9 p.m. — College basketball: LSU at
Arkansas (ESPN2)

9:30 p.m. — NBA: Golden State War-
riors at Dallas Mavericks (ESPN)

10 p.m. — College basketball:
Wyoming at New Mexico (FS1)

Continued from page 8
Kaup qualifies

TROTWOOD, Ohio — Caleb
Smith and Carson Fullenkamp
swam good enough times on Fri-
day to punch their tickets to the
district finals.

One day later, four girls earned
spots alongside them.

Joelle Kaup and the 200-yard
medley relay team of  the Fort
Recovery girls swim team will
have a date with the district final
on Feb. 14 after competing at the

OHSAA Division II sectional
swim meet at Trotwood on Satur-
day.

The top first-place finisher in
each event and the next 25-best
times advance to the district meet
at Miami University (OH) to fill
out a 32-athlete field. (Only the
next 17 best times advanced for
relays to fill out the 24-team field.)

Kaup made it in a pair of  indi-
vidual events. The senior swam
times of  25.84 seconds in the 50
freestyle and 1 minute, 4.36 sec-

onds in the 100 backstroke to
claim third in both events at sec-
tional.

Kaup is listed as the ninth seed
in the 50 freestyle and 15th in the
backstroke.

She also joins Livy Timmer-
man, Liza Knapke and Aubrey
Shuttleworth on the 200 medley
relay team that advanced. Despite
only finishing sixth at sectional,
their time of  2:10.78 was good
enough for the final spot in the
district.

Tribe gets fifth
MINSTER, Ohio — The Fort

Recovery boys bowling team
placed fifth at the Midwest
Athletic Conference tourna-
ment Saturday at Community
Lanes to finish tied for fourth
in the conference.

The Indians entered the tour-
nament with a 4-3 conference
record heading into the tour-
nament, before the fifth-place
finish tied them with Minster

and New Bremen for fourth at
7-7.

Fort Recovery fell to fourth-
seeded Versailles in the open-
ing round before topping No. 8
seed Parkway in the semifinal
of  the consolation side of  the
bracket. They wrapped up the
tournament with a 3-1 win over
third-seeded Minster to climb
into fourth.

The Tribe will enter postsea-
son play with the sectional
tournament on Feb. 13.

Roundup ...

Maddy Snow has competed at the diving
regional the past three years.

The senior didn’t have her best day at
the sectional, but did just enough to make
it four straight seasons of  advancing.

Snow claimed the fourth and final
advancing spot at the IHSAA Sectional 7
tournament that the Jay County High
School swim team hosted on Saturday.

(Only the diving portion of  the sectional
was held, as the swimming got postponed
to Monday.)

To advance to the regional, which will be
held today at Hamilton Southeastern,
divers had to finish in the top four at their
respective sectionals. Snow’s 308 points
claimed that spot. The top two places went
to Delta as Grier Backus rallied for 373.65
points and Ava West followed her with
335.15. Norwell’s Emerson Meredith
claimed the other regional berth with a
score of  319.35. Savanna Condie of  Delta
finished fifth with 281.80.

Snow’s best dives came back-to-back as
she earned 33s on a forward double somer-
sault tuck and an inward 1 ½ somersault
tuck.

Snow never earned less than a 22.4,
which she got on her first dive of  the day, a
reverse dive tuck.

Miller leads
FORT WAYNE — The JC Flipsters gym-

nastics team competed at the Walk of
Fame Classic over the weekend.

Emalee Miller and Emma Robinson put
together the best performances, each earn-
ing a top-five finish all around.

Miller placed fourth all-around in the
Xcel Bronze category with a score of  36.0.
Her best finish came on the vault, as 8.85
points netted her third in the event. She
also had sixth-place finishes on the beam
(9.1) and the floor (9.15).

Robinson competed in the Xcel Silver

division, claiming fifth all around with
36.825 points. The vault also treated Robin-
son well, netting her 9.15 points for third.
She came fifth on both the bars (9.3) and
the floor (9.35) as well.

Aubree Shannon had the top finish of
the Xcel Gold division with an all-around
score of  35.875. She was the runner-up on
the bar with 9.325 points.

Girls dominate
The Jay County Winter Swim team held

their home meet on Sunday with the girls
dominating the field and the boys coming
in fourth despite only having three
tankers. 

The Jay County girls finished with 614
points, demolishing the field as the run-
ner-up finished with only 295. The three
Jay County boys put together 83 points to
claim fourth place out of  six teams.

They had four tankers finish as high
point winners.

Hayden Guggenbiller led the 8-and-
younger girls by winning all five of  her
events.

Carsyn Guggenbiller and Elly Byrum
ran the 9-10-year-old and 13-14-year-old
divisions with four victories and two run-
ner-up finishes each.

Grant Glentzer was the only boy to be a
high point winner. He claimed the top spot
in the 13-14-year-old boys division with
three first-place finishes and was runner-
up twice.

Snow moves on to
regional diving meet

Local
roundup

Continued from page 8
“He had a little bit of

nerves going into that
first one and was able to
push through that,” said
Eric Myers. “And then he
pinned a pretty solid
Cowan kid in the semifi-
nals; just ran in to a tough
Yorktown kid in the semi-
finals.”

The 12th-ranked Byrum
(35-4) finished as the
regional runner-up for

the second consecutive
year, earning his spot in
the 113-pound champi-
onship match by catching
a quick cradle for a pin of
Brayden Williams (15-9)
of  Yorktown in 22 seconds
and then blanking Zac
Reno (20-5) of  Wes-Del 6-0
in the semifinal. He fell
behind No. 12 Kaid Jack-
son (30-6) of  Delta by six
points in the champi-
onship match, picked up a

third-period takedown
and ultimately fell by a 15-
6 major decision.

“It’s not what I want-
ed,” said Byrum. “I want-
ed to win. I wrestled hard
to win. It’s just not my
day.

“I knew it was going to
be a hard match. I just
didn’t keep my intensity
up and let myself  fall
behind.”

Landers (27-13) and

Lothridge (28-11) locked
in their semi-state berths
with pins in the quarterfi-
nal round at 132 and 106,
respectively. The former
beat Cowan’s Kyler Coffey
(21-8) in 1:30 while the lat-
ter topped Shepherd Zick
(22-17) of  Muncie Central
in 1:14.

After a loss to Delta’s
10th-ranked Sam Mosier
(30-4) in the semifinal,
Landers bounced back to

beat Yorktown’s Jayden
Cline (23-12) by a 16-4
major decision in the
third-place match. 

Lothridge dropped his
final two matches of  the
day to No. 10 Reed Wicker
(29-4) of  Delta by a pin
and Jacob Binegar (24-14)
of  Bellmont by a 12-0
major decision.

Patriots whose seasons
ended with quarterfinal
losses Saturday were:

•No. 8 Alan Ortiz (32-4),
a semi-state qualifier in
each of  his first two sea-
sons, at 285 by a 4-1 sud-
den victory to Cortez
White (32-11) of  Muncie
Central

•Sylas Wenk (27-13) at
120 by a 9-8 decision to
Ben Bush (26-8) of  York-
town

•Brice Coy (23-12) at 215
by a pin against York-
town’s Wyatt Roach (13-5)

Advance ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Maddy Snow of Jay County High School twists during the semifinals
of the sectional diving competition Saturday morning. Snow finished in fourth
place to earn the last regional berth from the sectional at Jay County and will
compete at Hamilton Southeastern at 6 p.m. tonight. The swimming portion
of the sectional was postponed to Monday night. Pick up Wednesday’s paper
for full coverage.



They’re in Good 
Hands Here

• Vaccines & 
Preventive Care

• Illness, Injury & 
Surgical Care

• Flea & Heartworm 
Prevention

• Allergies & 
Nutrition

Hours: 
Mon -  Fri. 8-5 p.m.

call for appt on 
Saturday

Portland Veterinary Clinic
1407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370

http://www.portlandvet.net  • Christian Bader DVM
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oiF
l/Pea Salad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4.69/llbb

Fiissher Braunschweiger 12 ozz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2.99 each
Fiissher Cracker Bologna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3.69 each

F

$1599
lb

$1799
lb

'Sweetheart'

Cut Ribeyes

kf/9

whole

Beef Fillet
$24.99//llb foor individual steakss

Rump Roast $639
lb

itlfl/9

olf
T

Beef
Stew Meat $669

lb

Beef Taallow
foor a 24 lbb boxx
or
$4.99//llbb foor 2 lbb contaainner

$249
lb

1.25" thick

Lamb Chops $1059
lb

krf((55 bone frrench raack))

Rack of Lamb
$2769

lb

Lamb
Shanks

$869
lb

1 lb frozen

Ground Lamb $699
lb
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Sports
Tuesday, February 11, 2025

Maddy Snow placed
fourth in diving  at secional,
see story page 7

FRHS girls bowling com-
petes in sectional today,

see Sports on tap

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

A.J. Myers has been through
a lot.

He tore his medial collateral
ligament.

He tore his anterior cruciate
ligament.

He tore his meniscus —
twice.

He considered giving up
wrestling (and football) to
focus on baseball during his
senior season.

Instead, he stuck with it.
Now he’s headed to semi-

state with a chance to earn a
berth to the state finals.

Myers joined classmates
Griffin Byrum and A.J. Hes-
kett as regional runners-up
Saturday as a group of  five Jay
County High School wrestlers
earned semi-state berths.

“I wanted to do this for my
dad,” said Myers, trying to
fight off  tears. His father,
James, is a former JCHS head
coach and a current assistant
coach, and was a state medalist
during his time as a Patriot. “I
tried to quit a long time ago,
but he’s always told me to keep
going.” He paused, again emo-
tional. “He’s the only reason
I’m here today.”

The host Patriots scored 70
points to finish fifth out of  13
scoring teams, 5.5 ahead of
sixth-place South Adams and
3.5 behind fourth-place York-
town. Bellmont (129.5) claimed
the regional title by eight
points over runner-upNo. 17
Delta with Adams Central
(97.5) in third.

Only three of  the seven Jay
County athletes who made it to
semi-state last season were in
the lineup Saturday — three
graduated and Jacob Robinson

is out with an injury — but the
team still continued it run of
sending groups of  wrestlers to
the penultimate level of  the
state tournament series. (The
top four wrestlers in each
weight class — those who win
in the opening round at the
regional — advance to the
semi-state.)

“I’m proud of  our guys and

the amount of  work that they
put in,” said Patriot coach Eric
Myers. “A lot of  that is still
attributed to the guys who
moved on because they set the
tone and the work ethic in the
room. But then you also have
to give credit to our upper-
classmen for buying into that
and leading our team … I’m
proud of  what the individuals

in our program … the prece-
dent that they’ve set.”

“We had a few 50/50s in the
first round, a couple that went
our way, a couple that didn’t,”
he added. “I’m happy with the
way our guys competed.
Always bummed to lose the
guys that we do, but I felt like
our guys wrestled pretty well.”

A.J. Myers (19-6) made the

most of  his final regional
opportunity, needing just 15
seconds to take down Tom
Dygard (16-19) of  Yorktown in
the opening round at 190. He
finished him off  less than a
minute later, recording his pin
in 1 minute, 6 seconds.

He went on to hold off  Dallas
Godby (21-6) of  Wes-Del 8-5 in
the semifinal before falling by
pin to No. 8 Xavior Palacios of
Bellmont for the second con-
secutive week by pin in 2:32 in
the championship match.

That opening pin, though,
earned A.J. Myers an opportu-
nity compete at the coliseum
for the first time in his high
school career and put him two
victories away from a state
berth.

“I just kept my head in it,” he
said. “That semifinal match
was tough. I was gassed at the
very end. I just had to keep my
head in it, keep telling myself  I
could do it.”

It was just the second region-
al appearance for Myers, who
fell short while trying to battle
through one of  his knee
injuries in 2023 and then was
unable to wrestle because of
another injury last season.

Heskett (35-5) also earned his
first semi-state berth when he
handled Monroe Central’s
Cory Brown Jr. (33-5) in the
opening round at 144. He built
a 6-1 lead in the first period
and then caught Brown in a
headlock that he converted to a
pin in 3:42.

He went on to pin Cowan’s
Jacob Unger (14-6) in the semi-
final before giving up a 17-1
technical fall to Yorktown’s
Wyatt Hoppes (32-1) in the
championship match.

See Advance page 7

Emotional advance
Oft-injured Myers joins fellow seniors in finishing as regional runner-up

The Indians
received a sixth seed.

But they'll only need
to battle a pair of
teams that currently
have less than 10 wins
to put themselves in
the district champi-
onship.

The OHSAA Divi-
sion VI Southwest 1
District bracket came
out on Sunday and the
Fort Recovery High
School boys basketball
team will open against
seventh-seeded Hous-
ton in the sectional
finals.

The No. 6 seed Indi-
ans (6-14) will open
their tournament
experience at 6 p.m. at
Troy on Feb. 20 in the
sectional champi-
onship against the
seventh-seeded Hous-
ton (5-14).

The winner will
earn a matchup in the
district semifinal on
Feb. 26. FRHS would

face either No. 4 seed
Northeastern (9-12) or
fifth-seeded Riverside
(7-14).

The district champi-
onship on March 1
would likely come
against No. 2 seed
Anna (11-10).

Potential matchups
for the regional semi-
final come include No.
1 Tri-Village (18-2), No.
2 Country Day (12-8)
and No. 3 Felicity-
Franklin (11-9) out of
the Southwest 2 dis-
trict. No. 1 Miami Val-
ley Christian Acade-
my (15-4) is likely to be
the regional champi-
onship opponent.
See Roundup page 7

Tribe boys to
face Houston

FRHS
roundup

By BRODERICK TURNER
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

LOS ANGELES — For-
mer Laker Anthony
Davis will be sidelined at
least a month because of
a strained left abductor,
several people with
knowledge of  the situa-
tion not authorized to
speak publicly on the
matter told The Los
Angeles Times on Sun-
day night.

Davis will be examined
Monday to determine
what the next step will be
for his recovery, accord-
ing to multiple people.

Davis was traded by the
Lakers in a blockbuster
deal for Luka Doncic last
week that upset Dallas
fans.

The 11-time All-Star
had 26 points, 16
rebounds, seven assists
and three blocked shots
in less than three quar-
ters in his Dallas debut in
a 116-105 win for the Mav-
ericks.

Davis made 10 of  18
shots, including both of
his 3-pointers, in 31 min-
utes against the Houston
Rockets.

The Lakers sent Davis,
young guard Max
Christie and their 2029
first-round draft pick to
Dallas for Doncic and for-
wards Maxi Kleber and
Markieff  Morris. The
Lakers also sent second-
year guard Jalen Hood-
Schifino to the Utah Jazz,
who got second-round
picks from the Lakers
(their 2025 pick from the
Clippers) and Mavericks
to facilitate the trade.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School senior A.J. Myers fights off Yorktown’s Tom Dygard during
their first-round match Saturday in the regional tournament. The oft-injured Myers pinned
Dygard to earn his first semi-state berth and went on to finish as the regional runner-up.

Davis
will
miss
one
month


