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Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  33 degrees Mon-
day. The low was 19.

Tonight’s forecast calls for
freezing rain and snow with a
steady temperature around
30. Expect mostly cloudy
skies Thursday with a high in
the mid 20s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Harvey Thornton Jr., 96,
Portland

Timmie Bell, 60, Portland
Nellie West, 101, Portland
Ronald Cook, 67, Montpe-

lier
Details on page 2.

Arts Place is offering guitar
and piano labs at its Jay Coun-
ty campus. Guitar labs for 14
through 18 year olds will start
March 3. Piano labs for second
through fourth graders will
begin March 13.

For more information, con-
tact Arts Place by calling
(260) 726-4809 or emailing
jcc@myartsplace.org.

Thursday — Results from
the diving regional at Hamil-
ton Southeastern.

Friday — Coverage of
Wednesday’s Jay County
Council meeting.

Saturday — Details from
the JCHS boys basketball
game against Heritage.

Deaths In review Coming upWeather

Stage invaders

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

A couple of aliens played by Titus Schwieterman (left) and Drew Lingo share some popcorn on stage during
rehearsal last week for Jay County Civic Theatre’s production of “Everyone Gets Abducted By Aliens: A Cautionary Tale.”
The show opens with a performance at 7 p.m. Thursday at the Jay County Campus of Arts Place in Portland. Additional
shows are scheduled for 7 p.m. Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Be cautious — aliens from
outer space may be closer than
you think.

Jay County Civic Theatre’s
upcoming production shares
precautionary tips to avoid a
harsh fate with extraterrestrial
life.

“Everyone Gets Abducted By
Aliens: A Cautionary Tale”
takes to the stage at 7 p.m.
Thursday at Arts Place, with
subsequent showings slated for

7 p.m. Saturday and 2 p.m. Sun-
day.

The comedy, written by Mar-
shall Pailet, follows characters
as they act out scenarios in
which otherworldly beings
interfere with planet Earth. 

With everything from aliens
abducting a famous fictional
couple mid-picnic to unidenti-
fied flying objects flattening sen-
tient stalks of  corn, there’s a
variety of  visitors from outer
space making their way around
the planet.

“It is a very fun show, lots of
opportunities for silliness,” said
director Hannah Littler. “It’s a
great play for kids, because I feel
like it gives them a lot of  agency
to have fun with their charac-
ters. That’s part of  why I was
very excited to direct it, because
I knew I was going to be able to
let the kids do their thing with
the characters, and they really
have.”

The show’s style, Littler
explained, portrays a similar
feel to episodes of  the 1950s and

’60s TV series “The Twilight
Zone” by Rod Serling. 

“We’re hearing the story
through the eyes of  Conspiracy
Dan and Sweet Bonnie,”
explained Littler. “Conspiracy
Dan is like our storyteller, and
he’s … warning Sweet Bonnie
about alien life, alien activity on
Earth. So we’re basically seeing
different little snippets of  the
alien activity that’s going on on
Earth that we don’t actually
know about.”

See Invaders page 5

Alien abductions are at the heart of Jay County Civic Theatre
show that features a cast of actors in middle school and younger

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Locations have been
identified in Jay County
that are in need of  better
access to internet, and
funding is available to
change the broadband out-
look.

One service provider is
throwing its hat in the
ring.

Jay County Commis-
sioners heard an update
Monday about Indiana
Broadband Office’s ongo-
ing Broadband Equity,
Access, and Deployment
(BEAD) grant program.
They also OK’d signing a
letter of  recommendation
for Wabash Mutual Tele-
phone Company of  Celina,
Ohio, to apply for funding
through the program.

Autumn Marshall of
East Central Indiana
Regional Planning Dis-
trict shared updates about
the grant program. She
said the office released the
list of  Jay County address-
es identified as unserved
and underserved,
announcing 500 eligible
locations (67 underserved
and 433 unserved). She
reminded officials that
initial estimates for Jay
County anticipated the
program would mark only
184 unserved and under-
served addresses.

“This is a big win for
us,” she said, thanking
those involved in gather-
ing the data.

Marshall noted that the
Indiana Broadband Office
will award internet serv-
ice providers with grant
money and locations to
build infrastructure for
broadband. Applications
were set to close at the end
of  the day today for the
first round of  funding.

Aker asked Marshall to
recap Mainstream Fiber
Networks’ proposal in
recent years.

See Access page 5

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

DUNKIRK — The city will be
getting some new equipment.

Dunkirk City Council
approved the purchase of  a
street sweeper and a new vacu-
um truck during its meeting on
Monday.

Council president Jesse
Bivens presented the proposal to
purchase the new equipment. He
said the new vacuum truck has
about three times the capacity of
the city’s current pull-behind
model.

He proposed the purchase of  a
used vacuum truck from Best
Equipment for $19,500 after
trade-in.

He added that the city’s exist-
ing street sweeper is old and
needs repairs for which parts are
no longer available. He proposed
the purchase of  a used street
sweeper, also from Best Equip-
ment, for $40,900 after trade-in.
(He said the city has looked into

purchasing a new truck, with
estimates coming in between
$350,000 and $400,000.)

With discounts for buying
both pieces of  equipment at the
same time, the total came out to
$58,900. The water and waste-
water departments will split the
cost of  the vacuum truck, and
the street department will pur-
chase the street sweeper.

Council members Christy
Curts, Dan Watson, Donna
Revolt, Randy Murphy and
Bivens unanimously approved
the purchases.

Watson also reported on dam-
age at the wastewater treatment
plant that was caused either by a
lightning strike or power surge
during a storm last week. The
“call-out box” was damaged dur-
ing the event, leading to no one
being notified of  the issue until
employees arrived for work the
next day.

Since then, one pump is now
being operated manually. Watson

said early estimates indicate
there could be about $25,000 in
repairs to bring the facility back
to regular working conditions.
He added that the city is waiting
on information from its insur-
ance company before repairs can
begin.

Council members also
approved the payment of  a
$27,026.25 invoice from Team
EJP of  Indianapolis for equip-
ment related to new water
meters. The cost will be split
evenly between the water and
wastewater departments.

Dunkirk Mayor Jack Robbins
updated the council on Indiana
Senate Bill 1, which addresses
property taxes as well as various
other tax-related issues. He pre-
sented the council with data that
shows Jay County taxing entities
would lose $1.1 million in tax rev-
enue under the bill in 2026, fol-
lowed by $1.42 million in 2027
and up to $1.52 million in 2028. 

See Upgrading page 2

Dunkirk upgrading

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Pétra toss
The Jay County High School Winter Guard

performed its show “Pétra Krýo” (Greek for “Stone
Cold” on Sunday at the conclusion of the winter pops
concert. Pictured, seventh grader Ango Kato of the
winter guard twirls her flag. The band's show included
the songs “Chicken Dance,” “Pirates of the
Caribbean” and “Mission Impossible.”

Firms seek
funding for
expanding
broadband

County
supports
additional
access

Council OKs buying vac, sweeper
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Today
Skiver, Timothy: 6 p.m.,

Reichard Funeral Home, 400 W.

Deerfield Road, Union City.

Friday
Thornton, Harvey: 10:30

a.m., Christ Chapel, 2535

Wabash Road, Fort Recovery.

West, Nellie: 1 p.m., Walker

& Glancy Funeral Home, 109 W.

Windsor St., Montpelier.

Saturday
Fortman, Dolores: 10 a.m.,

Mary Help of Christians

Catholic Church, 403 Sharps-

burg Road, Fort Recovery.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Failed to notice
Damage is estimated

between $10,000 and $25,000
after a Hartford City
woman failed to notice a
stopped semi truck along
Indiana 26 and crashed into
it about 11:30 a.m. Friday.

Karen L. Slater, 56, was
driving her 2019 Mitsubishi
Mirage west on the high-
way near its intersection
with Indiana 1. She told
police she didn’t notice that
the 2022 Freightliner Casca-
dia driven by 44-year-old
Judson D. Couser of
Dunkirk, New York, in
front of  her was stopped.
She hit the back of  the semi
with her vehicle.

Slater complained of
chest pain, and her vehicle
was towed. The semi is reg-
istered to Xtra LLC of  St.
Louis, Missouri.

Turning accident
A Portland man turned

into the back of  a Portland
woman’s car along High
Street about 6:18 p.m. Fri-
day.

See page 5

Harvey Thornton
May 25, 1928-Feb. 9, 2025

Harvey L. Thornton Jr., age 96, of
Portland, Indiana, passed away on
Sunday, Feb. 9, 2025, at Persimmon
Ridge Rehabilitation Center in Port-
land. 

He was born on May 25, 1928, in
Kentland, Indiana, to the late Harvey
Sr. and Hattie (Isenhart) Thornton. 

Harvey is survived by his wife of
nearly 65 years, Mary (Schoen)
Thornton, whom he married on Feb.
27, 1960; his children,
Roger (Virginia)
Thornton of
Wapakoneta, Ohio,
Carol Ranly of  Cold-
water, Ohio, and Susan
(Joseph) Reddoch of
Fishers, Indiana; his
grandchildren,
Matthew (Tara)
Thornton, Elizabeth
(Josh) Byers, Erica (Eugene) Oh,
Lydia (Quentin) Elsea, Hanna (Mitch)
Bihn, Krista (Sam) Mulvihill, Alexan-
dra Reddoch, Clarissa Reddoch and
Gabriella Reddoch; his 11 great-
grandchildren; his sister, Barbara
Thornton; and his in-laws, Eileen
(Carl) Barhorst, Janice Hemmelgarn,
Harold (Theresa) Schoen, Patricia
(Neil) Diller, James (Mary Ann)
Schoen, Doris (Doug) Runyon, Linda
(Adrian) Noll, Richard (Doris)
Schoen, Marilyn (Eric) Greenrose,
Dan (Peg) Schoen and William (Jane)
Boeckman.

In addition to his parents, Harvey
was preceded in death by his son-in-
law, Dale Ranly; his grandson,
Nathan Ranly; his sister and her hus-
band, Alletta Marie (Robert) Wrights-
man; and his in-laws, Virginia Boeck-
man, Harold Hemmelgarn and David
(Patricia) Schoen.

As a proud graduate of  Madison
Township High School, Class of  1946,
he dedicated many years to the agri-
culture industry, both as a farmer and
skillfully managing the Salamonia
Feed Mill and the Dunkirk Elevator
for the Indiana Farm Bureau. Har-
vey's connection to the land was pro-
found, as he passionately tended to

his fields and spent countless hours
outdoors, cherishing nature in all its
forms.

On Nov. 2, 1950, Harvey enlisted in
the United States Army. He served 11
months overseas during the Korean
War. He was honorably discharged on
Sept. 13, 1952. Upon returning home,
Harvey joined the Portland American
Legion. 

Harvey was a man of  many inter-
ests and talents. He could often be
found feeding the birds, casting a line
for fish, bow hunting in the quiet
woodlands or outsmarting the pesky
groundhogs that dared to disturb his
homestead. His inventive spirit
thrived on the farm, where he loved to
tinker and build, creating solutions
for everyday challenges. 

Harvey also owned and operated
the Fort Recovery Roller Palace for 16
years, where he shared his love for
roller skating with the community
and created lasting memories for
many. His vibrant personality and
zest for life will be greatly missed by
all who had the pleasure of  knowing
him.

A celebration of  Harvey’s life will
be held at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, Feb. 14,
2025, at Christ Chapel, Fort Recovery,
with Pastor Quentin Elsea officiat-
ing. Burial, with military honors, will
follow in Salamonia Cemetery. 

Guests may visit with his family on
Thursday, Feb. 13, 2025, from 3 to 6
p.m. at Brockman Boeckman Funeral
Home, Fort Recovery. As well as on
Friday from 9:30 a.m. until the start
of  the service at 10:30 a.m. at Christ
Chapel. 

Harvey’s family would like to
thank the Persimmon Ridge nurses
and staff  along with the Keystone
Hospice nurses for their patience,
compassion and skill in caring for
Harvey. We also want to express our
appreciation to Allison at Sprunger
and Sprunger for her skillful han-
dling of  Harvey’s financial affairs.

Memorial contributions may be
given to Christ Chapel or the Fort
Recovery Community Foundation, in
care of  the Nathan Ranly Scholarship
Fund.

Condolences may be shared with
the family by visiting brockman-
boeckmanfh.com. 

Timmie Bell
Dec. 16, 1964-Feb. 5, 2025

Timmie Bell, age 60, of  Portland
passed away on Sunday, Feb. 5, 2025,
at his residence. 

He was born in Hartford City on
Dec. 16, 1964, the son of  Jerry and
Carolyn (Wyatt) Bell
Sr. He was a 1983 Jay
County High School
graduate and had
worked for Coca-Cola.
He had taught
hunter’s education in
4-H.

Surviving are a sis-
ter, Deanna Cline
(husband: Trent) of
Portland; and several nieces and
nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his
parents Jerry and Carolyn Bell Sr.; a
brother, Jerry Bell Jr.; and a sister,
Corina Boice.

There will be no funeral services. 
Memorials can be made to Jay

County 4-H. 
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home is

handling the arrangements.
Condolences may be expressed at

bairdfreeman.com.

Nellie M. West, Portland, March 22,
1923-Feb. 9, 2025. Services will be at
1 p.m. Friday at Walker & Glancy Funer-
al Home, 109 W. Windsor St., Montpe-
lier.

Ronald D. Cook, Montpelier, July 20,
1957-Feb. 8, 2025. A memorial will be
held at 4 p.m. Friday at Walker & Glan-
cy Funeral Home, 109 W. Windsor St.,
Montpelier.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

Continued from page 1
A further breakdown shows

a $76,800 loss in tax revenue
for Dunkirk in 2026, with that
number climbing to about
$85,000 in 2027 and up to
$96,800 in 2028.

Robbins noted that legisla-
tors representing Jay County
visited John Jay Center for
Learning on Saturday and said
there are changes coming to
the bill. 

(It was set for a committee

hearing on Tuesday after-
noon.)

He also issued a reminder
that legislators will hold
another update in Jay County
at 9 a.m. Saturday, March 15, at
West Jay Community Center.

In other business, the coun-
cil:

•Approved a $100 sponsorship
for Jay County 4-H.

•OK’d the payment of  claims
totaling $317,975.31.

•Heard from Bivens that a

first draft of  the city’s wellhead
protection plan is complete and
is being reviewed.

•Received a thank you letter
from Secret Families of  Jay
County Christmas Charity for
the city’s sponsorship.

Upgrading ...

Obituaries

Thornton

Bell

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.86
March corn ..............4.92
April corn ................5.01

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.95
March corn ..............5.02
April corn ................5.12

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.92
March corn ..............4.92
Beans ......................10.45

March beans ..........10.50
Wheat ...................... 5.30

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.86
March corn ..............4.89
Beans ......................10.41
March beans ..........10.45
Wheat ......................5.49

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.84
March corn ..............4.84
Beans ......................10.25
March beans ..........10.30
Wheat .....................5.25

Lotteries

CR almanac

27/7 29/26 39/22 26/6 21/15
Thursday’s

forecast
shows mostly
cloudy skies
with tempera-
tures dipping
to single dig-
its.

Mostly
sunny on
Monday
when wind
chill values
may hit as
low as -10
early.

Mostly
cloudy on Sun-
day, when
there’s anoth-
er 50%
chance of
snow.

Friday looks
to be mostly
sunny skies
with a 50%
chance of snow
at night.

There’s a
90% chance of
rain and snow
throughout the
day, with a
higher chance
of snow late.

Thursday
2/13

Friday
2/14

Saturday
2/15

Sunday
2/16

Monday
2/17

Powerball
Monday
2-17-18-29-43
Power Ball: 3
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot:

$154 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$110 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 4-8-3
Daily Four: 4-6-1-4
Quick Draw: 2-11-16-

19-21-22-25-32-36-39-40-42-
43-44-45-49-51-63-72-76

Evening
Daily Three: 5-3-8

Daily Four: 4-6-6-3
Quick Draw: 3-6-7-10-

11-17-24-26-31-34-49-51-55-
56-60-62-67-71-75-79

Cash 5: 7-9-21-23-37
Estimated jackpot:

$468,500

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 9-5-8
Pick 4: 5-7-8-0
Pick 5: 8-9-3-4-7
Evening
Pick 3: 0-3-6
Pick 4: 5-7-6-5
Pick 5: 1-2-8-2-5
Rolling Cash: 12-18-28-

31-34
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000

In 1809, Abraham
Lincoln was born in
Hodgenville, Kentucky.
Lincoln served as 16th
president of  the United
States, leading the
Union amid the Ameri-
can Civil War and issu-
ing the Emancipation
Proclamation declaring
enslaved people in the
Confederate states to
be free. More than a
century later, on this
day in 1914, the U.S.
hosted a dedication cer-
emony for the Lincoln
Memorial in Washing-
ton, D.C.

In 1909, the National
Association for the
Advancement of  Col-
ored People (NAACP)
was founded in the
United States. Its
national office was
established a year later
with a board of  direc-
tors and president
Moorfield Storey, a

white lawyer and for-
mer president of  the
American Bar Associa-
tion. The civil rights
organization aims to
secure the rights of  all
people as designated in
the 13th, 14th and 15th
amendments to the U.S.
Constitution. Its mis-
sion, according to its
website, is to “ensure
the political, educa-
tional, equality of
minority group citi-
zens of  states and
eliminate race preju-
dice.” 

In 2016, Jay County
High School boys bas-
ketball team fell 36-32
to the Heritage Patri-
ots, marking JCHS
Patriots’ first confer-
ence loss to a team
other than Leo in two
seasons as a member of
the Allen County Ath-
letic Conference. 

— The CR

Today
5 p.m. — Jay County

Commissioners and Jay
County Council joint ses-
sion, auditorium, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

Thursday
6 p.m. — Jay County

Plan Commission, Com-
munity Resource Center,

118 S. Meridian St., Port-
land.

Friday
Portland Board of

Works executive ses-
sion, mayor’s office, city
hall, 321 N. Meridian St.

Monday
7:30 p.m. — Fort

Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201
Main St.

Tuesday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

Capsule
Reports



Anastasiia Fomina, 20,
Bryant, and Daniel S. Fennig,
19, Bryant

Garrett B.L. Shepherd, 30,
Dunkirk, and Leanna M. Vore,
32, Dunkirk

Noe R. Castillo, 47, Portland,
and Stephanie D. Fleming, 47,
Portland

Jessica J. Trusty, 31, Rich-
mond, and Dustin A. Roser, 31,
Portland

Klarisa M. Hemmelgarn, 24,
Portland, and Alexander C.
Serna, 24, Lafayette

Shyli J.R. Hickerson, 25,
Dunkirk, and Devan S. Snow-
berger, 23, Dunkirk

Shyanne L. Keedy, 27, Port-
land, and John R. Smith, 31,
Portland

Madison S. Payton, 22, Port-
land, and Esaul S. Jimenez, 23,
Portland

Kaylynn M. Greer, 26, Redkey,
and Abraham C. Rosas, 26, Red-
key

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

BRYANT/NEW CORY-
DON SENIOR CITIZENS
— Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a
carry-in dinner. Meat is
provided.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAM-
ILY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evi-

dence-based intervention
for helping families
affected by addiction
meets at 4 p.m. each
Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY CIVIC
THEATRE — Holds its reg-
ular meeting at 5:30 p.m.
on the second Wednesday
of  each month in the
boardroom at Arts Place,
131 E. Walnut St., Port-
land.

PORTLAND EAGLES —
Will meet at 6 p.m., on the
second and fourth Wednes-
day of  the month at the
Eagles’ lodge, 320 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,

will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets at
11 a.m. each Thursday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
HEALTH JAY HOSPITAL
OSTOMY SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month in Indiana
University Health Jay Hos-
pital Conference Room B.
The group is for ostomy
and intestinal diversion
patients and their friends
and family to offer mutual
support and learn about
the latest products and
information.

JAY COUNTY TRAILS
CLUB — Will meet at 7
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month at Jay Com-
munity Center.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Fri-
day at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
each Sunday at Fellowship
Baptist Church, 289 S. 200
West, Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 
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Character Counts
Pictured above are kindergarteners awarded for showing fairness at East

Elementary. In the front row are Gabe Campofiore, Georgia Phenis, Paisleigh May and
Nadia LeMaster, and in the second row are Owen Bice, Jackson Nietfeld, Ben Gilbert
and Nathan Arnold.

Marriage licenses

DEAR ABBY: My husband,
“Leon,” and I have been together
for 13 years. He is bisexual —
gay-leaning. I knew this when we
got together. I am 51, and Leon is
32. We still love each other
deeply, but he is also in a rela-
tionship with a man. His
boyfriend is 21. We have an 11-
year-old daughter together, and I
have two grown kids from a pre-
vious marriage. 

I was always OK with Leon
having friends with benefits. But
this new relationship has me
feeling lost and confused. I don’t
want our marriage to be ruined
because of  his relationship with
this man, but I’m afraid it might
well happen. After having been
married for so long, it feels like
my best friend is being ripped
from me also. We have been
through a lot together. This tidal
wave of  emotions is getting the
better of  me. Please help. I don’t
know what to do. — LOSING
HOPE IN IDAHO

DEAR LOSING HOPE: When
you married Leon, you did it
knowing it would be an open
marriage. Neither you nor
your husband took into
account that he might meet
someone he could fall deeply
in love with. Under the cir-
cumstances, your feelings are
understandable. Couples
counseling may help you to
adjust to the new reality, and I
heartily recommend it. Your
doctor should be able to refer
you.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I’m hurt and

angered by the shunning I’m
experiencing from my family
because they disapprove of  my
incarcerated fiance. I’m in my

60s, and I have worked for 20 years
as a counselor in higher educa-
tion. I’m engaged to a wonderful
man who is serving a life sen-
tence in the South. We have been
writing and talking via phone
and video for more than two
years.

We recently had our first visit.
We love each other very much. I
just moved to his state so we can
visit every month and so I can be
close to his family. My family has
now blocked me on social media,
on the phone and on email. Before
they did it, they told me I’m men-
tally disturbed and said they
want nothing more to do with me.
I have tried several times to
extend an olive branch, but they
ignore me. Is there anything I can
do to reconnect? — SHUNNED IN
THE SOUTH

DEAR SHUNNED: Your rela-
tives may feel the way they do
because they are concerned
for you, or the crime for which
your fiance was imprisoned
frightens them for their own
safety should he be released
someday. Is he eligible for
parole, or will your relation-
ship continue to be a once-a-
month visit in perpetuity? You
appear to be an educated, car-
ing individual. But do not
count on reuniting with your
family — at this point, their
minds appear to be made up.

Dear
Abby

New lover scares
wife for marriage
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Super Bowl parties and the food
that comes along with them are a
staple of  early February for foot-
ball fans. Sometimes, it’s that little
touch of  home that can make all
the difference in making the day
special.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

Sally was on the phone. It was a
Sunday afternoon, one week
before the Super Bowl.

“So, Dad, what’re you doing
this afternoon?”

It seemed an odd question.
Nothing much, I answered.

Just sort of  puttering around.
Connie was busy with homework
for a graduate course she’s taking
at Ball State University. I was
mostly just trying to stay out of
her way so she could study.

Well, said my youngest daugh-
ter, do you think you could find

time to make me a cheese log for
our Super Bowl party? In fact,
could I find the time to make two
of  them?

Now, I’m not well known for my
culinary skills.

In our kitchen, I always play
the role of  assistant while my
wife gives direction. It’s always
worked out that way, and I haven’t
done too much damage yet.

But there are a couple of  dishes
I’ve made over the years that have
been well received at carry-ins
and the like.

One is an apple cake from a

recipe given to me by Mildred
May. It’s unofficially known as
“Aunt Mid’s Apple Cake” and has
gotten rave reviews.

The other is a cheese log that I
first made several years ago for
our dinner club. Since then —
often at Sally’s urging — I’ve
made it dozens of  times. One
year, I was ambitious enough to
make several of  them for our
neighbors at Christmas.

But this was the first time I’d
received a long distance request
for a Super Bowl event.

When I stopped laughing, I
agreed to give it a go, even though
I had no idea where to find the
recipe.

The next night, with the recipe
in hand (Connie knew right
where it was, of  course), I spread
out the ingredients on the coun-
tertop. Extra-sharp cheddar
cheese, blue cheese, cream
cheese, onion, cayenne pepper

(the secret ingredient that gives it
kick), and pecans to cover the out-
side.

For a little over an hour, while
my wife watched Antiques Road-
show, I banged around the
kitchen, mumbling to myself,
swearing under my breath more
than once, and occasionally
shouting out questions when I
needed guidance.

But before bedtime, two cheese
logs were chilling in the refriger-
ator, wrapped in wax paper and
aluminum foil.

The rest was up to the U.S.
Postal Service.

At lunchtime Tuesday, I tucked
the logs into a cardboard box,
along with a box of  crackers,
sealed the whole concoction up
with tape, and took it to the post
office.

“Any perishables?” asked Thur-
man at the post office.

I shook my head, though I’m

not sure why. Maybe I was fig-
uring that the cayenne pepper
would act as a preservative. At
any rate, before I knew it the
package was Bloomington-
bound via Priority Mail.

Later I found myself  wonder-
ing what would happen if  the
package went astray. Would the
package give off  a cheesy odor
in some postal sectional center?

I remembered a friend from
college who had been taking a
frozen turkey home for the hol-
idays, only to have it lost by
Greyhound. It never surfaced,
and we always figured it had
defrosted and gone bad in some
backwater bus terminal.

I needn’t have worried. The
package arrived the next day,
and the cheese log added to the
festive occasion in Sally’s
dorm.

As for us, we settled for
nachos.

Traveling cheese helped festivities
Back
in the
Saddle

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Tribune News Service

President Donald Trump
has proposed America
occupy Gaza and forcefully
resettle two million Pales-
tinians in other nations. It
is frequently a mystery
how serious Trump is.

If  he is serious, he
ignores the long-term price
the U.S. pays for inserting
itself  into other nations,
especially those in
decades-long conflicts. In
Afghanistan, for example,
where after two decades of
occupation, the spending
of  $2 trillion, and the death
of  2,324 soldiers and many
others as well, the U.S.-cre-
ated government fell to
religious extremists with-
in hours of  our departure,
leaving the people of  the
country in the same condi-
tion as they were when
America entered.

An occupation of  Gaza is
not likely to go better.

Pennsylvania Sen. John
Fetterman recently sig-
naled that he supports the
“provocative” proposal,
including the possible use
of  American troops,
though he did not say how
supportive he is. The Pales-
tinians, he told the New
York Times, “refused or
have been unwilling to
deliver a government that
provided security and eco-
nomic development for
themselves.” He apparent-
ly thinks America would
do better for them.

His Republican counter-
part, Sen. Dave
McCormick, has not said
anything.

But U.S. troops will not
be able to quell the conflict.
Both sides, Israel and the
Palestinians, have sincere
religious and historic ties
to the region.

The Palestinians will not
give up their home. The
Israelis will not want the
land to go to the U.S. Nei-
ther want America to con-
trol what they believe is
theirs.

What matters is the real-
ity the president ignored:
Families have been torn
apart; loved ones have
starved; hostages have
been murdered; women
have been raped; hospitals
have been bombed; chil-
dren have been killed. The
suffering is immense, and
the flippancy with which
the president discusses the
situation is alarming.

And none of  it touches
upon the cost to America
in funds and in life. Nor
does it consider the cost of
turning Arab nations into
permanent enemies and
hampering Israel’s ability

to provide a necessary
sanctuary for Jewish peo-
ple.

In the best case, Trump’s
proposal is only a distrac-
tion from Elon Musk and
his quasi-governmental
DOGE team taking a
wrecking ball to the gov-
ernment with the stated
goal of  trimming “waste.”
The National Institutes of
Health is on the chopping
block. So is the Depart-
ment of  Education.

This could also be an
example of  Trump’s “deal-
making.” As David Shrib-
man wrote on Sunday, he
employs the “Madman
Theory,” first pioneered by
President Richard Nixon
in his dealings with the
Soviet Union. This, at the
least, is an actual strategy.
Maybe the threat of  U.S.
boots on the ground will
actually change Hamas’
calculations.

Or he may in fact be sin-
cere. His talk of  buying
Greenland, seizing the
Panama Canal and incor-
porating Canada as the
51st state point toward
this.

Whichever is true, the
White House has already
started to walk back his
comments.

Sen. Fetterman has been
praised and criticized in
equal measure for his will-
ingness to legislate along-
side the new administra-
tion. We hope that this abil-
ity to compromise, not
shown much in Washing-
ton these days, exists with
a healthy measure of  cau-
tion, especially with a pres-
ident who has proven to be
so reckless.

Gaza is not
ours to occupy

By NOAH FELDMAN
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

The Trump administration is sub-
jecting the U.S. constitutional sys-
tem to a stress test. We’re on the
treadmill, with instruments record-
ing everything that’s happening.

Nearly every day since taking
office, President Donald Trump has
done something unlawful that
makes the treadmill go a little
faster. He has purported to ban
birthright citizenship; fired 17
inspectors general; briefly frozen
federal spending; and most recently,
taken steps to shutter the U.S.
Agency for International Develop-
ment.

That’s not counting the tariffs
imposed on Mexico, Canada and
China, which would probably-but-
not-definitely be upheld by the
courts as a lawful exercise of  power
delegated by Congress.

When these stressors are intro-
duced into the system, the courts
swing into action and block
Trump’s executive overreach. Con-
gress protests — or is supposed to —
that the president can’t override fed-
eral laws that direct spending or
establish agencies. If  those things
happen, the system equilibrates.
Instead of  degrading, the stress test
shows the system works and what
might need some fixing.

How long will the stress test con-
tinue? No one knows for sure. It’s
been two weeks and Trump still
seems able to come up with a head-
line-capturing power grab every day
or two. What is certain is that the
president can’t sustain this rhythm
forever. At some point, Americans
will demand that he start doing his
main job, which is making the exec-
utive branch function.

If  you’re watching Trump closely,
as I am, your heart rate has proba-
bly been going up. Mine certainly
has. That’s because the big question
for our democracy right now is the

same one that arises during any
stress test: Will our heart hold out?

My bet is on survival. So far,
Trump’s latest version of  constitu-
tional quasi-chaos hasn’t swamped
the system. I’m tempted to suggest
that we try to manage our anxiety,
even as we keep running harder.
Anxiety, after all, can also raise your
heart rate.

Consider what’s happened so far.
The president can’t change the Con-
stitution, so Trump’s executive order
claiming to roll back birthright citi-
zenship is beyond his power. A court
has already said so, blocking the
order from going into effect. Trump
could appeal all the way to
the Supreme Court, but it’s not going
to make any difference. The high
court is not going to announce a
brand-new, made-up interpretation
of  the 14th Amendment.

Should the fired inspectors general
choose to sue for their jobs back, they
would likely win on the grounds that
the law requires the president to
inform Congress before taking such
action. That would be nice for the
rule of  law. But they might choose
not to sue since all Trump would
have to do is fire them again, this
time giving Congress proper notice.

As for the ill-fated spending freeze,
which also could have been done
legally if  Trump had given notice
to Congress, a court blocked it within
hours. Trump then folded and lifted
it.

That brings us to USAID, a federal
agency responsible for delivering
humanitarian aid around the world.
Trump can’t unilaterally shut down

a federal agency created by Congress,
as former senior White House
lawyer Tess Bridgeman has pointed
out. Money appropriated by Con-
gress for specific purposes must be
spent for those purposes under the
Impoundment Act. Civil service
employees can sometimes be let go
from their jobs when there is a reor-
ganization leading to a reduction in
force; but that’s not what’s happened
here — at least so far. If  Trump does-
n’t follow the law regarding USAID,
there will be more lawsuits, which he
will lose.

Those taking notice of  all this sys-
tematic (and unnecessary) illegality
are understandably concerned that
Trump might ignore court orders.
That would generally count as a con-
stitutional crisis — the real thing, not
the stress test.

Yet Trump, who did not ignore
court orders in his first term, is
unlikely to defy a judicial decision.
The Supreme Court has six conserva-
tives, three of  them Trump
appointees. The single worst thing he
could do to alienate the justices
would be to ignore a court order. No
matter how conservative the justices
might be, their primary identity
comes from their role as interpreters
of  the Constitution and laws. They
might tolerate a lot from Trump, but
they won’t tolerate direct defiance of
the authority of  the judiciary.

Relying on Trump to act rationally
might seem like a poor idea. Never-
theless, it’s worth remembering that
the flurry of  the last two weeks is
intended to make headlines. Fear for
the system can be combined with
serious worries about the effects of
Trump’s policies — all of  which
leads to panic and more headlines.
For now, let’s take the stress test one
burst at a time, and try to keep
breathing.

••••••••••
Feldman is a Bloomberg Opinion

columnist. He his a professor of  law
at Harvard University.

System is doing just fine
Noah

Feldman

Guest
Editorial

The suffering
is immense,

and the
flippancy

with which
the president

discusses
the situation
is alarming.



The Commercial Review
Wednesday, February 12, 2025 Local Page 5

   

          

     
    
       

   

    
 

    
     

    

  

    

   
   

aC

06$–semiTswseNehT

7$–ettezaG-swseNehTh

$–weiveRlaicremmoCehT

aurbeFgnirudeciohcruoyfo
ilbupehtnisdsa5x3owotnuR w d

T w

w

RO091$
rofosemiTswseNehThnida5x3enO
ettezaG-swseNehThnisdsa5x3owoT
weiveRlaicremmoCehThnisdsa5x3ruoFo

:htiw
snoitacilbupruofollaninoinutidercroknabruoyesitrevdA

F d T
w d T w

T w f

slsaicepSp
noinUntitdierCrdnaknaB C di U

S l
   

          

     
    
       

   

    
 

    
     

    

  

    

   
   

S

   

          

     
    
       

   

    
 

    
     

    

  

    

   
   

ELSA

   

          

     
    
       

   

    
 

    
     

    

  

    

   
   

   

          

     
    
       

   

    
 

    
     

    

  

    

   
   

moc.r.ceht@sdsa
liamero

d r

1418-6272)0)62(2lla ( 0 7

575
09$
:rofoyra
)s(snoitaci (

f

7
.snoitceslaiceps
otylppatonodsetaR

.yraurbeF
ninurtsumsdA

   

          

     
    
       

   

    
 

    
     

    

  

    

   
   

0
5757

Continued from page 1
In August, commissioners and

Jay County Council heard a
request from the company for a
$2.4 million match in American
Rescue Plan Act dollars to go
toward installing broadband
infrastructure to unserved and
underserved locations across
Jay County. (Nearly a year ago,
council and commissioners
agreed to commit $3.9 million
toward the Mainstream project
to install 395 miles of  fiberoptic
or fixed wireless internet across
the county, with the decision
hinging on receiving Indiana
Next Level Connections grants,
but Mainstream was not award-
ed the grant.)

Marshall noted that the Broad-
band Equity, Access, and Deploy-
ment program does not require a
local match. She said she antici-
pates if  Mainstream receives an
abundance of  awards, it would
like to fully cover the county
with access to broadband. That
would include about 2,000
addresses, she continued. If  it
were to propose a full-county
project, she added, Mainstream
would likely request another
match from the county.

“If  you’re adding 500 address-
es to what they were previously
estimating, 184, that’s a big dif-
ference, and that means we’re
going to save a lot of  money,” she
said. “So I assume the proposal
is going to change now.”

Relatedly, a local internet serv-
ice provider shared his pitch for
installing more broadband in
Jay County.

Mike Boley, president of
Wabash Mutual Telephone Com-
pany, explained he is applying
for Broadband Equity, Access,
and Deployment funding in
order to provide fiber internet to
about 200 locations in eastern
Jay County.

Wabash Mutual Telephone
Company, a cooperative service,
has been in business since 1911.
Its reach extends to Mercer

County along the state line, as
well as in Wabash and Noble
Townships of  Jay County. 

Commissioner Duane Monroe,
who works for electric utility
company Jay County REMC,
said he’s familiar with Boley and
vouched for his business.

“What I do like is all their
stuff ’s underground, none of  it’s
overhead, and we’ve never really
had any issues with them,” he
said. “I think it’s great they’re
doing it, coming over into our
area and helping us.”

Aker noted another benefit
with Boley — he isn’t asking for
a match from the county. He
asked about providing a letter of
recommendation for Boley to
apply. Marshall said giving a let-
ter of  recommendation to a dif-
ferent project would “level the
playing field” for both compa-
nies applying for Broadband
Equity, Access, and Deployment
dollars.

“I think we owe it to our coun-
ty, our people, to sign off  on this,
in my opinion,” Monroe said.

Commissioners then agreed to
sign the letter for Boley.

Also Monday, commissioners
signed a service agreement with
Jay County Development Corpo-
ration.

Commissioners agreed at
their last meeting to move for-
ward on an agreement and pro-
vide $100,000 in funding to the
organization. The contract,
which runs through June 30, is
similar to one the county and

Jay County Development Corpo-
ration agreed to in the second
half  of  2023. (Last year, both par-
ties didn’t reach an agreement
and the county didn’t contribute
money to the organization.)

Plans are for Jay County
Development Corporation and
the county to consider another
agreement and additional fund-
ing through the end of  2025 in
the next few months.

Also, East Central Indiana
Regional Planning District
recently announced Darlesia Lee
will be taking over community
coordinator Nate Kimball’s job
after he resigns Feb. 28. Kimball
introduced Lee, who is training
with Kimball until his depar-
ture. She expressed her excite-
ment for shifting into the posi-
tion.

“I am a local community advo-
cate and now a community
developer,” she said, noting she’s
been connecting with local offi-
cials and community members
to begin her work.

In other business, commis-
sioners Monroe, Aker and Doug
Horn:

•Agreed to meet at 3 p.m. Feb.
20 to review requests for eco-
nomic development income tax
(EDIT) dollars.

•Heard about plans to create
contracts between the county
and homeowners in the owner-
occupied rehabilitation program
stating the county is not respon-
sible for work completed by con-
tractors on homes.

•OK’d moving forward with
CivilCon of  Jefferson for engi-
neering related to replacing the
bridge on county road 600 West
north of  Indiana 26 with a cul-
vert.

•Approved the following pur-
chases: $348,000 for Jay County
Highway Department to buy a
2025 John Deere road grader
from West Side Tractor Compa-
ny in Fort Wayne, with the
department planning to trade in
its 1989 and 1994 graders and the
new equipment expected to
arrive in May; $58,810 to replace
a book scanner in Jay County
Recorder’s Office, with auditor
Emily Franks noting the pur-
chase will be reimbursed by
insurance; $6,000 to Mike Bish-
op’s The Paint Company of
Dunkirk in exchange for paint-
ing Jay County Treasurer’s
Office; an additional $5,000 to
Hays and Sons Complete
Restoration of  Muncie in order
to purchase carpet squares for
the recorder’s office; and $1,650
for additional coats of  paint to
be used in the recorder’s office.

• Received a 2024 end of  the
year summary from Jay/Port-
land Building and Planning
director John Hemmelgarn.
Last year, 271 permits were
issued with 175 of  them issued
for rural areas of  Jay County.
Approximately 18 new home per-
mits were issued — 16 were in
rural parts of  the county — and
30 commercial use permits, six
of  which were in rural portions
of  Jay County. The total
declared construction value for
2024 came to $20.5 million.

•Agreed to take former com-
missioner Brian McGalliard off
Jay County Country Living’s
bank account authorization list
and put Jay County treasurer
Janel Foreman on the list.

•Gave permission for deputy
coroner Michael Brewster to
sign a Verizon bill for coroner
Brayden Fields while he is on
vacation in March.

Access ...

Continued from page 1
Conspiracy Dan, played by 13-year-old

Craig Redmond of  Dunkirk, is a man
who wants to warn the world about the
extraterrestrial visitors before it’s too
late. 

Redmond likened his character’s
demeanor — a black suit, white under-
shirt and slicked back hair — to that of
Sterling. He also noted it’s his first time
in a major role, having previously per-
formed in Jay County Civic Theatre’s
productions of  Disney’s “Descendants”
and “Finding Nemo Jr.,” “A Christmas
Story” and “The Sound of  Music.”

“It’s kind of  fun being the main char-
acter,” he said.

Maci Homan, 9, Portland, plays Sweet
Bonnie, who is learning about alien
encounters. She enjoys poking fun at
her counterpart on stage.

“She acts very sweet to Conspiracy
Dan but she also teases Conspiracy Dan
throughout the show about himself,”
explained Homan, who previously per-
formed in “Finding Nemo Jr.” and “The
Sound of  Music.”

The half-hour show includes a list of
various smaller roles for each skit
demonstrating otherworldly experi-
ences that Conspiracy Dan warns Sweet
Bonnie about.

Blake King, 11, performs as a scien-
tist and an ice cream shopkeeper who

are each a part of  some supernatural
situations. Evelyn Garringer, 12, Eaton,
plays Farmer Ma, Juliet and Emily,
who all find themselves facing alien
encounters. 

“Everybody’s just really funny,” said
Garringer. “(They) do a good job of
playing their characters.”

The cast began rehearsals in Janu-
ary. Flashing forward to today, Littler
said cast members have come out of
their shells.

“I feel like they’ve become a lot more
confident in their stage presence,” she
said. “Seeing everybody grow into
their characters has been really excit-
ing … I think the biggest growth has
been with people just getting out of
their boxes and having fun with the
characters.”

Tickets are $5 per person and avail-
able by visiting bit.ly/JCCTAliens,
calling (260) 726-4809 or visiting the Jay
County Campus of  Arts Place, 131 E.
Walnut St., Portland.

Littler encouraged folks to come out
to the show to learn more about the
dangers of  a potential alien invasion.

“It’s got a super important warning
that everyone needs to hear about how
there are aliens already on planet
Earth,” she joked. “I think everyone
needs to come — so they know the real-
ity of  what’s going on.”

Common nuisance
Two Portland residents

were arrested Monday for
maintaining a common
nuisance.

Misty D. George, 48, 995 S.
Boundary Pike, was prelim-
inarily charged with a
Level 6 felony for the
alleged crime, as well as a
Class B misdemeanor for
possession of  marijuana.
She was released from Jay
County Jail on a $4,500
bond.

Cody J. Hatzell, 39, 997 S.
Boundary Pike, was also
preliminarily charged with
a Level 6 felony, as well as a
Class B misdemeanor for
possession of  marijuana
and a Class C misdemeanor
for possession of  parapher-
nalia. He was released from
Jay County Jail.

Felony
arrests

Continued from page 2
Jennifer E. Weitzel, 43,

told police she turned her
2005 Chevrolet Tahoe from
Meridian Street onto High
Street heading west. As
Weitzel continued down the
road, 21-year-old Fermin
Gonzalez driving a 2016
Dodge Durango out of  a
parking space along the
road struck the back of
Weitzel’s car.

Gonzalez was arrested
for driving without a
license, a Class C misde-
meanor. He was being held
on a $1,000 bond in Jay
County Jail.

The vehicle he was driv-
ing was towed, with dam-
age estimated between
$2,500 and $5,000. 

Capsule
Reports

Lee introduced as new 
community coordinator

Invaders ...

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Craig Redmond plays the lead role of Conspiracy Dan in Jay County
Civic Theatre’s production of “Everyone Gets Abducted By Aliens: A Cautionary
Tale.” Tickets are $5 and are available at bit.ly/JCCTAliens.



ACCULEVEL. YOUR
foundation repair and
basement waterproofing
experts. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or
concrete slab we?ll guide
you on the right path to a
healthy home. Act now!
Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free
consultation. 1-877-229-
0197
ADVERTISERS:  You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
BECOME A  Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution.
CALL FOR  Your Free
Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/hoosier
CALL LEAFGUARD
and say goodbye to gut-
ter cleaning for good. No
cleaning. No leaking. No
water damage. No more
ladder accidents. Get
LeafGuard today and be
protected for life. FREE
estimate. Financing
available. 20% off total
purchase (Restrictions
may apply.) Call 1-866-
641-9158
CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR  - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no
hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and
text, starting at just
$20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-
572-5165
DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-
844-244-7025 www.den-
tal50plus.com/hoosier
#6258
DIRECTV-  All your
entertainment. Nothing
on your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first
three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice
package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931
DO YOU  know whatís in
your water? Leaf Home
Water Solutions offers
FREE water testing and
whole home water treat-
ment systems that can
be installed in as little
one day. 15% off your
entire purchase. Plus
10% senior & military
discounts. Restrictions
apply. Schedule your
FREE test today. Call 1-
855-966-4836
DONATE YOUR  car,
truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-877-414-
2352 today!
ELIMINATE GUTTER
cleaning forever! LeafFil-
ter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. Plus 10%
Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-361-
4260
FREEDOMCARE. LET
your loved ones care for
you and get paid!†Paid
by Medicaid. Choose
family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check
your eligibility today! Call
FreedomCare now! 1-
844-563-4012
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in
The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new
job,

the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

ySPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Peanuts

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Rose is Rose

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Agnes

Rose is Rose

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

g

Hi and Lois

Agnes

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Hi and Lois

B t F i d

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  Between Friends

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Blondie

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Snuffy Smith

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Beetle Bailey

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE



The Commercial Review
Wednesday, February 12, 2025 Sports Page 7

GET A  break on your
taxes! Donate your car,
truck, or SUV to assist
the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a
swift, no-cost vehicle
pickup and secure a gen-
erous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the
Blind Today at 1-833-
587-2145 today!
JACUZZI BATH
Remodel can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one
day. For a limited time,
waiving ALL installation
costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-
866-937-1159
NEW WINDOWS  from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer - zero
down, zero payments,
zero interest for TWO
years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE!
Offer is valid for select
models. Labor not includ-
ed. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
PREPARE FOR  power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-866-
953-2203 today to
schedule a free quote.
It?s not just a generator.
It?s a power move.
PREPARE FOR  power
outages with Briggs &
StrattonÆ PowerPro-
tect(TM) standby gener-
ators - the most powerful
home standby genera-
tors available. Industry-
leading comprehensive
warranty - 7 years ($849
value.) Proudly made in
the U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-877-798-
0270.

SAFE STEP.  North
Americaís #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and
service. Now featuring
our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-855-743-
1911
WE BUY  Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-
855-655-7718
WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207
WHEN YOU  want the
best, you want Omaha
Steaks! 100% guaran-
teed and delivered to
your door! Our Butcherís
Deluxe Package makes
a great gift and comes
with 8 FREE Burgers
ONLY $99.99. Call 1-
866-309-8556 and men-
tion code 77318GER or
visit www.oma-
hasteaks.com/Deluxe98
78

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE

Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch 

No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

MARION YOUNG
FARMERS 

Consignment Auction
Mercer Landmark,
Chickasaw, Ohio

Between U.S. Rt. 127 &
New Bremen
on St. Rt. 274

SATURDAY, MARCH
15th

10 A.M.
PLEASE CONSIGN
YOUR EQUIPMENT
WITH ONE OF THE

FOLLOWING:
Cole Luthman ñ 937-

658-1380
Jacob Wuebker -937-

417-8798
Please call by Feb. 27 to

Ensure Advertising
WE WILL BE TAKING IN

EQUIPMENT
THURSDAY & FRIDAY

before the sale
No items Will be Con-
signed Saturday Morn-

ing
COLDWATER AUCTION

SERVICE

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall at the Jay

County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,

IN 
February 15th, 2025

9:30 A. M.
ANTIQUE-OLD & COL-

LECTORS ITEM
CAST IRON: Griswold
#10 Skillet, Favorite #12
Skillet, Wagner corn-
bread, & more.  MARX
Klown Katch & Spot
Bowler Pinball games,

CROCKS &
STONEWARE: 1 gallon
early grey crock, 3 gal-
lon bee sting crock, Blue
& White baked beans,
brown crock with lid,

Steiff teddy bear, 1940ís
Girl Scout pins, vintage
fishing lures, Ford oil

can, skeleton keys, Rail-
road lock with key, 

Kenton Toy Co. cast iron
driver and lady, Fram
Filter diecut girl with
swimsuit, Craftsman
stamps, wood bucket,
metal pot, and many
other items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE: 
Doors will open at 8

a.m. day of auction for
preview.  

RICHARD STACHLER

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kayden Khayyata
AU12400069

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

TOWN OF REDKEY is
accepting applications
for Town Marshal and or
Deputy. Experience pre-
ferred but not mandatory.
Apply at the Redkey City
Building. Applications
accepted from February
6th through February
14th.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS 00 CLASSIFIEDS 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT
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Public Notice
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

By virtue of a certified copy of a Judgment and Decree to me
delivered from the Clerk of the

Circuit Court of Jay County, Indiana, in 
Cause No: 38C01-2411-MF-000022, wherein

FIRST FINANCIAL BANK, successor 
by merger with Mainsource Bank

Plaintiff, 
V. 

UNKNOWN HEIRS AND DEVISEES OF JESSIE 
PAULETTE EVANS AND UNKNOWN OCCUPANT

Defendants.
Cause No. 38C01-2411-MF-000022

I will offer for sale at public auction to the highest bidder on
the 27th day of February, 2025 at 10:00 A.M. on said day, at the
Jay County Courthouse, 120 N. Court Street, Suite 305, Port-
land, IN 47371, Jay County, Indiana, the fee simple title to-
gether with the rents, profits, issues and income
or so much thereof as may be sufficient to satisfy said judg-
ment, interest, cost and accruing cost of the following de-
scribed Real Estate, to-wit:

LOT 222 IN CURRENTS SECOND ADDITION TO SOUTH
PORTLAND, NOW CITY OF PORTLAND IN JAY COUNTY,
INDIANA.
More commonly known as 910 S. Bridge St., 
Portland, IN 47371
Tax No. 38-07-29-101-050.000-034

The Sheriff's Department does not warrant the accuracy of the
street address published herein.
Subject to all liens, encumbrances, rights of redemption, ease-
ments and restrictions of record not otherwise foreclosed and
extinguished in the proceedings known as Cause #38C01-2411-
MF-000022 in the Circuit Court of the County of Jay, Indiana
and subject to all real estate taxes, and assessments currently
due, delinquent or which are to become a lien.
Said sale to be without relief from valuation or appraisement
laws. If the sale is set aside for any reason, the Purchaser at
the sale shall be entitled only to a return of the deposit paid.
The Purchaser shall have no further recourse against the
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee's attorney.

Larry Ray Newton, Jr., Jay Count Sheriff
Michael E. Anderson, #26001-45

Attorney for Plaintiff
ANDERSON & ANDERSON, P.C.

9211 Broadway, Merrillville, IN 4641 O
(219} 769-1892

CR 1-29,2-5,12-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
LEGAL  NOTICE

The Jay County Property Tax
Assessment Board of Appeals
will meet Tuesday, February
25, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. in the Jay
County Courthouse Audito-
rium, 120 North Court Street,
Portland, Indiana.  The board
will consider any appeals of
property tax assessments for
assessment year 2024, exemp-
tion applications and any
other business properly
brought before the Board.

Robin Alberson
Jay County Assessor

CR 2-12-2025-HSPAXLP
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Local schedule
Thursday

Fort Recovery — Boys bowling sectional at
Dayton  – 9 a.m.

TV sports
Today

10 a.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Daytona 500
(FS1)

2:30 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Everton
at Liverpool (USA)

6 p.m. — College basketball: St. John’s at Vil-

lanova (FS1)
6:30 p.m. — College basketball: Iowa at Rut-

gers (BTN)
7 p.m. — NBA: San Antonio Spur at Boston

Celtics (ESPN); Indiana Pacers at Washington Wiz-
ards (FDSN Indiana)

7 p.m. — College basketball: Louisville at N.C.
State (ESPN2)

8 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Daytona 500
(FS1)

8:30 p.m. — College basketball: Washington
at Ohio State (BTN)

9 p.m. — College basketball: LSU at Arkansas
(ESPN2)

9:30 p.m. — NBA: Golden State Warriors at
Dallas Mavericks (ESPN)

10 p.m. — College basketball: Wyoming at
New Mexico (FS1)

Thursday
10 a.m. — College softball: Florida State at

Missouri (ESPN2)
1 p.m. — College softball: Clemson at Mis-

souri (ESPN2)

4 p.m. — College softball: Clemson at Auburn
(ESPN2)

5 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series:
Duel 1 at Daytona (FS1)

6:30 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
Nebraska at Maryland (BTN)

7 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: Texas
at Kentucky (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Daytona (FS1)
8 p.m. — Four Nations hockey: Finland at USA

(ESPN)
8:30 p.m. — NBA: Miami Heat at Dallas Mav-

ericks (ABC); Oklahoma City Thunder at Minneso-
ta Timberwolves (TNT)

8:30 p.m. — College basketball: Maryland at
Nebraska (BTN)

8:45 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Duel 2 at
Daytona (FS1)

9 p.m. — College basketball: Memphis at
South Florida (ESPN2)

11 p.m. — LIV Golf: Adelaide (FS1)
••••••••••

To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email
details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
The highest JCHS indi-

vidual finish on Monday
came from Fisher in the 100
butterfly. The junior swam
a 1:05.26 to claim fourth in
the event. Second through
fourth place were only sep-
arated by 0.74 seconds, and
the close competition
helped Fisher to a comfort-
able lead over the bottom
half  of  the finals. (Delta’s
Annie Jackson won the
event for a fourth straight
year with a 59.58.)

Fisher also swam in the
50 freestyle, finishing
eighth with a time of  27.50.

“I think since second
through sixth were all real-
ly close in times, that really
just pushed me to try and
stay up there,” Fisher said.
“Just getting into the finals
is very exciting. Even if  I
didn’t get the time I wanted
in my 50 free, just being top
eight is exciting.”

Also swimming in two
finals races as an individ-
ual was Byrum. The fresh-
man also competed in the
100 butterfly, placing sixth
in 1:08.49. Earlier in the
meet, Byrum swam the 200
individual medley. Her time
of  2:32.59 earned seventh,
ahead of  Delta’s Katie Shue
by 0.4 seconds.

While Byrum would have
liked to finish a little

stronger, she was glad to
experience swimming in
the sectional finals in all
four events – she was also a
part of  the 200 medley relay
– as a freshman.

“It was a really nice expe-
rience,” Byrum said. “One
that I was hoping to experi-
ence this year, but wasn’t
completely certain. … I’m
just thankful for my team-
mates for supporting me,
keeping me optimistic and
helping me through this
season.”

Katilyn Fisher and Ken-
zie Huey were the other two
Patriots to compete in the
finals. Fisher placed eighth
in the 100 butterfly (1:09.69),
while Huey came in sev-
enth in the 100 backstroke
(1:10.15). (Maddy Snow and
Kali  Newelll also scored
fourth and 13th in the 1-
meter diving on Saturday.

Huey, Lauren Fisher,
Byrum and Sophia Hoevel
combined for a 2:02.31,
which was good for fifth in
the 200 medley relay, while
Millspaugh, Kaitlyn Fisher,
Huey and Ariel Beiswanger
got seventh in the 200
freestyle relay with a
1:54.50.

Jay County had nine
more placements in the
consolation heats. Most
notably, Millspaugh
secured a pair of  ninth-

place finishes with times
that were better than some
of  the tankers in the finals.
Her 2:32.05 in the individual
medley would have climbed
up to fifth, while a 1:11.20
would have secured eighth
in the 100 backstroke.

Other placements came
from:

•Hoevel: ninth in the 100
freestyle and 12th in the 200
freestyle

•Beiswanger: 11th in the
200 freestyle and 11th in the
500 freestyle

•Kaitlyn Fisher: 11th in
the 200 individual medley

•Snow: 12th in the 100
breaststroke

•Alyvia Muhlenkamp:
14th in the 100 breaststroke

The Patriots will gradu-
ate four tankers including
Snow, Huey and
Millspaugh, all of  whom
competed in the finals.

The rest of  the Patriots’
core is set to come back
with a group of  incoming
freshmen that leaves Slavik
optimistic for the future.

“We’ve got a large junior
group of  girls that are
going to make good leaders
and a strong group of  fresh-
men coming in next year,”
Slavik said. “I think that’s a
good starting point to look
ahead for the future for this
team. The future is bright
for them.”

Conquered ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County High School’s Alyvia Muhlenkamp swims the consolation
heat of the 100-yard breaststroke during Monday’s sectional that the Patriots
hosted. Muhlenkamp finished 14th with a time of 1 minute, 28.1 seconds, in
her first sectional appearance.

Continued from page 8
Based on early data, 135 million

viewers watched the second quar-
ter, between 8 and 8:15 p.m. ET.
The Eagles led 24-0 at halftime,
which likely led to some viewers
tuning out in the second half.

The game had the ingredients

of  another ratings record-setter,
with Taylor Swift to cheer on
boyfriend Travis Kelce, the
Chiefs’ star tight end. President
Trump heightened the anticipa-
tion by being the first sitting com-
mander-in-chief to attend a Super
Bowl.

The lopsided outcome of  Sun-
day’s contest was reminiscent
of  the run of  terrible Super
Bowl matchups of  the mid-
1980s, when there were five con-
secutive blowouts decided by 19
points or more.

Fox scored a record price of  $8

million for some of  the commer-
cials on the game. Viewers sur-
veyed in USA Today’s annual
Super Bowl Ad Meter chose a
Budweiser commercial featur-
ing the beer brand’s iconic
Clydesdale horses as their
favorite.

The halftime show featuring
Pulitzer Prize-winning hip-hop
artist Kendrick Lamar was
polarizing on social media, but
provided the liveliest conversa-
tion of  the night amid the
Chiefs’ dismal performance on
the field.

Scores ...
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Sports
Wednesday, February 12, 2025

FRHS boys bowling takes
on sectional meet Thursday,
see Sports on tap

Two Patriot girls 
receive ACAC honors,

see story below

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

The Patriots were upset with
their results against the
Starfires.

They lost to the Allen County
Athletic Conference foe in both
the dual contest and in the con-
ference meet.

The sectional gave the Patri-
ots the opportunity to redeem
themselves, and they made the
most of  it.

The host Jay County High
School girls swim team got
revenge on the South Adams
Starfires while finishing fourth
at the IHSAA Sectional 7 tour-
nament on Monday.

The sectional finals was orig-
inally scheduled for Saturday,
but got delayed due to weather
before being made up on Mon-
day.

The Patriots finished with 234
points to beat out South Adams
with 177 for fourth place. After
beating the Vikings by 5.5
points last season, Patriots
trailed Huntington North by
seven for third place. Delta dom-
inated the field with 523 to win
its third consecutive sectional
title, a feat that was last com-
pleted by Jay County at Section-
al No. 7 from 2019-21. Norwell
was the runner-up with 347.

“The biggest thing was, we
got beat by South Adams in our
conference so the girl’s biggest
goal was to finish ahead of
South Adams,” said JCHS coach
Matt Slavik. “After the prelims
we thought, ‘Hey we can try and
take Huntington North too.’ We
came within 10 points of  that.

“As a team finish, I’m super
pleased. … We came back and
had a lot of  great swims. It’s
hard gearing everything up for
Saturday and then having it
moved to Monday, but it was still
a good way to finish the season.”

The first-place finisher in all
of  the swimming events
earned berths to the state tour-
nament at IU Natatorium on
Friday, while the top four
divers from Saturday’s compe-

tition moved on to Tuesday’s
regional at Hamilton South-
eastern. Delta claimed 10 of
the 11 state berths, and
Bluffton’s Gabriella Coyne
claimed the other first-place

finish in the 100-yard breast-
stroke.

Jay County’s highest finish
came from the 400 freestyle relay
team of  Brooklynn Byrum,
Aubrey Millspaugh, Lauren Fish-

er and Sophia Hoevel. The Patriot
relay took third place with a time
of  4 minutes 0.24 seconds, which
trailed Delta’s team by 13.5 sec-
onds for the top spot.

See Conquered page 7

Conquered conference foe
Jay beats Starfires at sectional after falling twice in regular season

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County High School freshman Brooklynn Byrum swims the backstroke leg of the 200-yard individual medley
during the IHSAA Sectional 7 Jay County hosted on Monday. Byrum competed in four events, placing seventh in both the IM
and 100 butterfly to help the Patriots to finish fourth with 234 points.

The Patriots didn’t look
the way they have for the
past decade.

But still they had two
players worthy of  recogni-
tion in the Allen County
Athletic Conference.

Hallie Schwieterman
and Elizabeth Brunswick
of  the Jay County High
School girls basketball
team were both recog-
nized when the ACAC
released its all-conference
teams on Tuesday morn-
ing.

Schwieterman, a sopho-
more guard, was named to
the ACAC 1st team. She
led the Patriots to a third-
place finish in conference
with an ACAC record of  4-
2.

The sophomore led the
Patriots (10-13) with 18.8
points, 5.5 rebounds, 4.0
steals and 2.4 assists per
game. 

She was the youngest
player to make the first
team, which was filled out
with three juniors and
three seniors as well.

Juniors to make the
first team include Ava
Stafford of  Adams Cen-
tral, Bluffton’s Konley
Ault and Woodlan’s
Alyssa Anderson. Seniors
to receive first team
recognition were Isabella
Stout and Maryn
Schreiber of  Bluffton and
Southern Well’s Ashlie
Needler.

South Adams and Her-

itage did not have any
first team selections.

Jay County didn’t have
any players make the
ACAC 2nd Team. Selec-
tions were Kate Fisher
(Adams Central), Danica
Fuller (Heritage), Laney
Trausch (South Adams),
Collena Reeves (Southern
Wells) and Brooke
Kneubuhler (Woodlan).

Brunswick was listed as
an honorable mention
alongside freshmen from
South Adams (Anna
Lehman) and Southern
Wells (Kaylee Davis).

Brunswick was second
on the team with 7.3
points, 5.1 rebounds, 2.2
assists and 1.8 steals per
game.

Schwieterman,
Brunswick get
ACAC honors

By STEPHEN BATTAGLIO
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

The Super Bowl may have developed
immunity against a terrible game.

Early Nielsen data and a projection
from Fox and the NFL showed 126 mil-
lion viewers watched Sunday’s telecast
of  the Philadelphia Eagles’ 40-22 drub-
bing of  the Kansas City Chiefs in Super
Bowl LIX.

If  the total holds up when final offi-
cial numbers are issued, the game
would be up slightly from last year’s
record of  123.7 million viewers who
watched the Chiefs’ 25-22 win over the
San Francisco 49ers on CBS.

Fox said an average of  13.6 million
viewers watched the game on Tubi, the
company’s free ad-supported streaming
platform, which carried the event for
the first time. Another 900,000 watched

on the NFL’s streaming app.
Last year, Nielsen recorded the TV

audience on CBS as 120 million viewers.
That figure would be well above the 111
million viewers who watched Sunday’s
game on TV networks Fox, Telemundo
and Fox Deportes, based on early data.

The Super Bowl was streamed on
Paramount+ and the NFL streaming
app in 2024, both of  which require a
subscription.

The availability of  a free, widely dis-
tributed streaming platform to carry
the Eagles-Chiefs telecast likely
brought in more casual fans. Tubi had
around 97 million active users in Janu-
ary.

The Super Bowl has regularly topped
100 million viewers since 2009 and fluc-
tuated based on the competitiveness of
the game.

See Scores page 7

Super Bowl LIX 
scores 126 million
viewers despite blowout


