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Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  35 degrees Sun-
day. The low was 23.

Tonight’s low will be 9 and
there is a 20% chance of
snow. Expect mostly cloudy
skies Wednesday with a high
of  17.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Alysia Mann, 31, Portland
Melvin Wendel, 82, Fort

Recovery
Mark Brown, 68, Hartford

City
Details on page 2.

Arts Place is offering guitar
and piano labs at its Jay Coun-
ty campus. Guitar labs for 14
through 18 year olds will start
March 3. Piano labs for second
through fourth graders will
begin March 13. For more
information, contact Arts
Place by calling (260) 726-4809
or emailing jcc@myart-
splace.org.

Wednesday — Details from
Monday’s Jay School Board
meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the JCHS boys basketball
game at Hamilton Heights.

Friday — Coverage of  this
week’s Jay County Council
meeting.

Deaths In review Coming upWeather

One of  the choirs won
its division.

The color guard was
first in its round.

Jay County High
School’s performing arts
groups had a strong day
of  competition Saturday,
with the Just Treble
show choir taking first in
the Single Clef  division
in the Kenton Cup while
Patriot Edition was third
in the Mixed Division.
The school’s color guard
led its round and was
15th overall in the Indi-
ana High School Color
Guard Association con-
test at Carroll. 

Just Treble, the all-girl
show choir, took first
place in preliminaries
and earned the award for
best show concept in the
contest in Ohio. It again
took the top spot in the
finals while adding the
award for best vocals.

Patriot Edition, the
school’s co-ed group, was
second in Mixed Division
Tier II in the preliminar-
ies before taking third
place in the finals behind
North Royalton (Ohio)
and Huntington North.

Jay County’s winter
guard scored 59.2 points
to lead Regional A Class
round one in the contest
at Carroll. It was 0.8
points ahead of  John
Glenn.

It finished 15th overall
while the host Charges
won with 71.82 points.

The show choirs will
return to competition
Saturday, Feb. 22, at
Homestead.

The choirs will also
perform their show on
their home stage at 7 p.m.
Monday, March 10.
Admission will be $5.

The winter guard gets a
week off  before taking
part in the IHSCGA con-
test March 1 at
Zionsville.

Choir earned
awards for
vocals and

show concept

Just 
Treble
wins its
division

Fair on fire

Photo provided

Nate Smith will be the headlining act for the 2025 Jay County Fair, the fair board announced today. Smith
won the Academy of Country Music’s New Male Artist of the Year Award in 2024. He will perform a Fourth of July
concert as part of the fair’s grandstand entertainment schedule this year. Tickets will be available to stockholders at
the fair office on Saturday and will go on sale to the general public on Monday at jaycountyfair.com.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

New dates.
A new ride company.
New grandstand entertain-

ment.
And now, a New Male Artist

of  the Year.
The Jay County Fair added

to its list of  “new” this week
when it announced that Acade-
my of  Country Music award
winner Nate Smith will be its
headlining entertainment fo
this year’s fair.

“After last year — we really
switched it up, went with a
completely different genre —
this year we had an open mind
and just said, 'Hey, here's our
budget, let's look at the best
possible options — country,
pop, whatever it might be,’”
said fair board president
Aaron Loy, referencing 2024
headliner Flo Rida. “Nate
Smith was the best option
with him being an up-and-
comer, country. He just
checked a lot of  the boxes that

we felt was the right fit for
this year's fair.”

Smith will be the fair’s
grandstand entertainment on
Independence Day — Friday,
July 4 — as the fair shifts one
week earlier on the calendar in
order to bring in new carnival
company Kissel Entertain-
ment. Josh Ross will open for
Smith for the concert that
starts at 7:30 p.m.

The year’s grandstand sched-
ule will also feature a new event
in Queen City Stunt Circus.

Smith, a native of  Paradise,
California, followed a relatively
new path to stardom, gaining
notoriety when his song “World
on Fire” caught, well, fire, on
TikTok in 2020. The 39-year-old
once thought his artistic career
was over, having left Nashville
after chasing his dreams there
in his early 20s. He found his
way back to music, using it as a
comfort after his family lost
everything in the Camp Fire of
2018.

See Fair page 2

Country artist Nate Smith, whose hits include
‘World on Fire,’ will headline ‘25 Jay County Fair

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Overwhelming opposition
from county officials has likely
killed a Republican bill that
could shift authority over large-
scale utility infrastructure proj-
ects from local governments to
the state.

Weeks of  recent statehouse
discourse around the legisla-
tion continued a larger, years-
long fight between local and
state officials to decide the
reach — and limits — of  Indi-
ana’s “home rule” gold stan-
dard.

And contention over House

Bill 1628 seems to indicate that
struggle is far from being set-
tled.

Of  greatest concern to the
bill’s opponents are provisions
to strip local governments of
their ability to approve or deny
construction of  power plants,
water systems, gas pipelines
and transmission that span
across multiple counties —
instead giving the state more
decision-making control over
the zoning and approval
processes for those proposals.

Rep. Ed Soliday, R-Valparaiso,
who chairs the House utilities
committee where the bill was
assigned, called it a response to
ongoing resistance of  local gov-
ernments to greenlight solar,
wind and other renewables
projects that are increasingly
necessary to support the state’s
growing energy demands. 

Equally important, Soliday
contended, is a transition from
coal to more reliable and cost
effective power sources that can
sustain the influx of  data cen-
ters and other economic devel-

opment endeavors ventures
coming to Indiana.

“We’re trying to find some-
thing, some common ground.
There’s $50 billion worth of  new
business that wants to come to

Indiana. $50 billion. They want
renewable energy. Why? Not
because they’re woke. It’s
because they want to sell to a
market that wants a reduced
carbon footprint. That’s what

the market is. That’s why
they’re asking for it,” Soliday
said. “Maybe we should just tell
them, ‘Not here. We want to be
an agricultural tourist state.’”

“But sooner or later, we’ve got
to move past this and decide
who we want to be, and where
the limits of  local control are,”
he continued. “If  we’re going to
have 92 counties, 276 county
commissioners, set energy poli-
cy for the state — buy some can-
dles. Because we’re not going to
be able to meet the demand.”

Critics, however, decried the
proposal as “overreach,” and
argued that it unfairly — maybe
even “unconstitutionally” —
weakens local dominion.

Representatives from the
Association of  Indiana Counties
and the Indiana County Com-
missioners told lawmakers the
bill would strip local elected
officials of  some of  their most
fundamental duties.

••••••••••
This story was edited for

length. For the full version, visit
indianacapitalchronicle.com.

Opposition seems to have killed energy bill

Measure would
have shifted

authority
to the state

Tribune News Service

An Indiana House bill seems dead after
overwhelming opposition to giving the state more decision-
making control over large-scale utility projects.
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Today
Brown, Mark: 7 p.m., Walker

& Glancy Funeral Home, 109 W.
Windsor St., Montpelier.

Thursday
Wendel, Melvin: 10:30 a.m.,

Mary Help of Christians
Catholic Church, 403 Sharps-
burg Road, Fort Recovery.

Mann, Alysia: 11 a.m., Fel-
lowship Baptist Church, 289 S.
200 West, Portland.

Friday
Jackson, Larry: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Alysia Mann
March 15, 1993-Feb. 14, 2025

Alysia J. Mann, age 31, was
welcomed into Jesus’s arms in
Heaven on Feb. 14, 2025. 

She was born in Portland on
March 15, 1993, the daughter of
Brad Mann and Angie (DeVoss)
Waters. 

Alysia had worked as a dental
assistant and a nail technician.
She was a member of  Fellow-
ship Baptist Church, a 2011 Jay
County High School graduate
and a 2015 graduate of  Ross Den-
tal School.

Surviving are her parents,
Brad Mann (Janie Landers) of

Portland and
Angie Waters
(husband: Mitch)
of  Portland; her
companion Aaron
Emerick of  Port-
land; two sons,
Tycen and Tatum
Emerick, and two
daughters, Brin-
ley and Laynie Mann; one broth-
er, Garrett Mann (wife: Tori) of
Portland; two sisters, Jocelyn
Loyd (husband: Josh) of  Port-
land and Emma Waters of  Port-
land; paternal grandparents
Doug and Glenda Votaw of  Port-
land; and maternal grandmoth-
er Charlotte DeVoss of  Portland. 

She was preceded in death by
her grandpa Tim DeVoss; and
great-grandparents Jigs and
Viola Byrum, Jim and Norma
DeVoss, Jim and Nina Votaw
and Eileen Shaver.

A celebration of  Alysia’s life
will be on Thursday, Feb. 20, at
11 a.m. in the Fellowship Baptist
Church with Pastor Hugh Kelly
presiding. Private burial to fol-
low in the Green Park Cemetery.
Visitation will be Wednesday
from 1 to 7 p.m. in the Fellow-
ship Baptist Church. 

In lieu of  flowers, memorials
can be made to Jay County
Humane Society or donations
for Alysia’s children.

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home
is handling the arrangements.

Revelation 21:4 He will wipe
away every tear from your eyes,
and death shall be no more, nei-
ther shall there be mourning,
nor crying, nor pain anymore,
for the former things have
passed away. This is God’s prom-
ise. He doesn’t go back on his
promises.

Condolences can be expressed
at bairdfreeman.com.

Melvin “Mel” A. Wendel, Fort
Recovery, May 29, 1942-Feb. 15,
2025. A Mass of Christian Burial
will be held at 10:30 a.m. Thursday,
Feb. 20, at Mary Help of Christians

Catholic Church, Fort Recovery.
Mark A. Brown, Hartford City, a

Portland native, Dec. 25, 1956-Feb.
14, 2025. Services will be at 7
p.m. Tuesday at Walker & Glancy
Funeral Home, 109 W. Windsor St.,
Montpelier.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Mann

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

Thursday
3 p.m. – Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120
N. Court St., Portland.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120

N. Court St., Portland.
3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-

ty Solid Waste Manage-
ment District board,
5948 W. Indiana 67, Port-
land.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main
St.

6:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery School Board,
Community Room,
high school, 400 Butler
St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk
City Council, city
building, 131 S. Main
St.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.90
March corn .............4.96
April corn ................5.05

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.96
March corn ..............5.04
April corn ...............5.15

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.96
March corn ..............4.96
Beans ......................10.31

March beans ..........10.36
Wheat ...................... 5.50

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.92
March corn ..............4.94
Beans ......................10.28
March beans ..........10.32
Wheat ......................5.65

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.84
March corn ..............4.84
Beans ......................10.11
March beans ..........10.16
Wheat ......................5.45

In 1735, “Flora” was
performed in Charleston,
South Carolina. It was
the first opera performed
in the United States.

In 1814, Napoleon
Bonaparte led the French
to victory against Austri-
ans and Wurttembergers
in the Battle of  Mon-
tereau.

In 1865, Charleston,
South Carolina, fell to the
Union under the control
of  General Alexander
Schimmelfennig. 

In 1930, Clyde W.
Tombaugh discovered
Pluto. It was recognized
as a dwarf  planet in 2006.

In 1933, artist Yoko
Ono was born in Tokyo,

Japan. She later
became famous for her
work as well as her
marriage to musician
John Lennon.

In 1960, the Latin
American Free Trade
Association was estab-
lished. It preceded the
Latin American Integra-
tion Association.

In 1967, Washington’s
National Art Gallery
moved forward with pur-
chasing a Da Vinci piece
for $5 million. 

In 2001, Dale Earn-
hardt Sr. died from
injuries sustained during
a crash at the end of  the
Daytona 500 race.

—The CR

CR almanac

21/8 20/13 25/14 32/20 38/31
Mostly

cloudy skies
are in the fore-
cast for
Wednesday.
There’s a
chance of
snow late.

Another
day of mostly
cloudy skies
on Sunday,
when the high
will be in the
30s.

Saturday
looks to be
mostly sunny
with lows at
night in the
mid teens.

Thursday
looks to be
mostly cloudy
with wind
chills as low
as 5 degrees
early.

Friday’s
forecast shows
mostly cloudy
skies in the
morning with
highs in the
lower 20s.

Wednesday
2/19

Thursday
2/20

Friday
2/21

Saturday
2/22

Sunday
2/23

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot:
$183 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$145 million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 1-7-8
Daily Four: 3-1-2-8
Quick Draw: 7-9-13-14-

16-18-21-26-27-30-34-38-39-
42-43-47-48-62-68-78

Evening
Daily Three: 6-4-6
Daily Four: 6-4-7-4
Quick Draw: 7-8-13-16-

18-20-29-41-44-48-57-58-62-
63-68-71-74-78-79-80

Cash 5: 1-7-31-39-40
Estimated jackpot:

$603,000 

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 0-5-7
Pick 4: 4-9-6-3
Pick 5: 6-9-6-7-5
Evening
Pick 3: 3-2-5
Pick 4: 7-6-7-2
Pick 5: 4-6-4-9-1
Rolling Cash 5: 6-7-14-

22-37
Estimated jackpot:

$110,000

Continued from page 1
He signed a new record

deal and put out a self-
titled album in 2023 and
then “California Gold”
last year. “World on Fire”
and “Whiskey on You”
both reached Billboard’s
No. 1 for U.S. Country Air-
play and Canadian Coun-
try. He won Billboard’s
Rookie of  the Year last
year.

"He has a lot of  major
hits right now,” said Loy.
“He's one of  the top artists
right now. Hopefully (it
will bed) the same atmos-
phere we've been trying to
build — exciting, vibrant,
really gets into the crowd.
Hopefully we can just keep
building off  of  that."

Smith, who is headed on
a European swing next
month that includes stops
in Norway, Sweden, Ger-
many and the United
Kingdom next month, sug-
gested Ross to open the
show. The Canadian artist
who counts influences
ranging from Metallica to
Steve Earle released his
first single in early 2022.
He’s had three songs,
“Trouble,” “Ain’t Doin’
Jack” and “Single Again”
top the Canadian country

charts, and won the Cana-
dian Country Music Asso-
ciation Breakthrough
Artist of  the Year award
in 2023.

After completing his
first solo tour recently, he
will join Jelly Roll on the
Canadian leg of  his Beau-
tifully Broken tour next
month.

The big country concert
will highlight a week of
entertainment that will
also include bookend dem-
olition derbies on Satur-
days, June 28 and July 5;
autocross on Sunday, June
29; 3 Bar J Rodeo on Mon-
day, June 30; Figure 8 and
barrel racing on Tuesday,
July 1; truck and tractor
pulls on Wednesday, July
2; and Queen City Stunt
Circus on Thursday, July
3. (Saturday and Sunday
events will begin at 6 p.m.
with weekday events,
except for the Smith con-
cert, at 7 p.m.)

The stunt circus
includes traditional circus
acts (minus the animals),
such as aerial acrobatics,
fire performers, daredevil
stunts and a variety of
other attractions. With the
change to the holiday
week, the fair board want-

ed to make the evening
leading into the long holi-
day weekend one that
could appeal to a wide
audience range.

“We thought this was a
perfect opportunity to
make this like a family
night,” said Loy. “Hopeful-
ly the whole family can
come out the night before
the Fourth of  July and
just have a great show.”

Tickets for grandstand
events will be available to
stockholders from 8 a.m. to
noon Saturday, Feb. 22, in
the fair office. They will go
on sale to the general pub-
lic at 8 a.m. Monday, Feb.
24, at jaycountyfair.com.

The Kissel Entertain-
ment carnival will be open
Monday, June 30, through
Saturday, July 5, including
from noon to close on the
Fourth of  July. Armbands
range from $25 to $35,
based on the day, and are
available on the fair’s web-
site as well.

In addition to all of  the
“new” this year, the fair
board is also striving to
offer “more.” That will
include an expanded
Farmer’s Building sched-
ule, particularly with
shows running later than

usual on July 3 and 4, addi-
tional ground entertain-
ment and more games for
children. Other possibili-
ties include soccer and
cornhole tournaments
and a variety of  other free
events.

“That’s something we’d
been talking about even
before the date changes.
We feel like we need to do
more stuff  out there,” said
Loy. “Just more events. …

“It’s just trying to get as
many people out there as
we can. While you might
not like something in the
Farmer’s Building, there’s
something else on the
grounds that you might
enjoy.”

Along with the fair, the
Jay County 4th of  July
Committee will still hold
its traditional activities
including a 5K in the
morning, parade, inflata-
bles and fireworks. 

"The fair has always
been a big event and now
we're adding the Fourth of
July,” said Loy. “I'd say
this will probably be the
biggest celebration in Jay
County history. I think it's
going to be amazing. I
hope to see everyone
there."

Fair ...

Drunk driving
Two Jay County resi-

dents were arrested
Wednesday for drunk driv-
ing.

John P. Randall, 45, 522 W.
Water St., Portland, was
preliminarily charged with
four Level 6 felonies for
three counts of  operating a
vehicle while intoxicated
and resisting law enforce-
ment and a Class A misde-
meanor for driving with a
suspended license. He was
released on a $8,000 bond
from Jay County Jail.

Lindsay A. Trausch, 37,
435 S. Haskell Road,
Dunkirk, was preliminari-
ly charged with two Level 6
felonies for operating a
vehicle while intoxicated
and a Class A misdemeanor
for driving with a suspend-
ed license. She was being
held without bond in Jay
County Jail.

Lost control
A Dunkirk woman lost control

of  her vehicle and went off  county
road 800 South about 8:30 a.m. Sat-
urday.

Angelica D. Sherman, 47, was
driving her 2006 Dodge Durango
east on the road near county road
600 West when she began to slide
on the road. She told police she

lost control, causing her vehicle to
go into a ditch.

Her vehicle was towed, with
damage estimated between $2,500
and $5,000.

Capsule Reports

Arrests



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
COMPASSIONATE CON-

NECTIONS RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP — A
group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that
helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop
long-term recovery meets
at noon each Tuesday in the
IU Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the third
Tuesday of  each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. 

FRIENDS OF JAY
COUNTY LIBRARY —
Will meet at 6 p.m. the
third Tuesday of  each
month at the library.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8

p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4

p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday
STITCH AND CHAT-

TER QUILT CLUB
— Meets from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. on the third Thurs-
day of  each month at Jay
Community Center. Show
and teal is at 1 p.m. The
club is open to all ages and
is for anyone who wants to
sew. Bring unfinished
projects and a sewing
machine. For more infor-
mation, call Nan Weesner
(260) 766-9334.

SMART RECOVERY —
A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

EN AVANT CLUB —
Meets at 1 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month.

UNDERSTANDING
YOUR SUICIDE GRIEF —
Meets from 1 to 2:30 p.m.
the third Thursday of
each month. The support
group serves to help indi-
viduals who have lost a
loved one to suicide. To
register, contact
Stephanie Patterson at
(260) 251-3259.

ORGAN TRANSPLANT
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet at 3 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month
in the IU Health Blackford
main conference room.

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. the third Thursday of
the month at Portland
Lions Civic Center, 307 W.
100 North. 

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.
For more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)
964-6075 or Nikki
Bosworth at (765) 584-6452.

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORICAL

SOCIETY — Is open from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. on the first
and third Friday of  each
month in the former W.E.

Gaunt Jewelry building,
113 S. Main St., Dunkirk. 

PAST RECOVERY
SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets

at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each

Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.

CINCINNATUS

DEAR ABBY: My wife and I
have not had sex for the last
four years. I’m not a perfect
husband. I have made my
share of  mistakes — not
always telling the truth, tex-
ting other women — and she
has her share of  imperfections
as well. She has hit me on more
than one occasion. She has also
pulled a gun on me and stole
$1,400. And yet, I find myself
putting all that aside and mov-
ing forward. I do love my wife,
but right now I am at my
breaking point. Do you have
any advice? — AT WITS’ END
IN TEXAS

DEAR WITS’ END: Because
you love your wife and want
to stay married, TELL her
that. While you’re at it, offer
her the opportunity to work

out your differences through
marriage counseling. If  she
agrees, it will be a giant leap
in the right direction. How-
ever, if  she doesn’t, for your
own safety, you two must
separate. The relationship
you have described is
volatile, unhealthy and
unsafe for you.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I am a senior

woman and have been in a rela-

tionship for five months with a
widower. His wife died three
years ago. He calls me every
night, and we see each other
three to four times a week. My
issue is that he’s cheap. He
makes three times what I do but
takes me out only for bar food
meals. I want to say something,
but I’m not sure how. He’s a
great guy except for this, but I
don’t want to stay if  he doesn’t
value me more. Should I tell
him he’s too cheap or just break
it off ? — UNDERVALUED IN
CALIFORNIA

DEAR UNDERVALUED:
No, do not do either. Tell him
you feel a constant diet of
bar food isn’t the healthiest,
and you would like to try
something different. Then
ask him to make a reserva-

tion at a restaurant. If  he
balks, volunteer that per-
haps you could split the cost.
His reaction to that will tell
you whether to stick with
him or not. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My stepdaugh-

ter died tragically this year,
struck by a driver while on her
morning walk. She leaves
behind a husband and four chil-
dren under the age of  18. Their
wedding anniversary is coming
up, and we usually send a card
and money. What would be
appropriate for me to do for our
son-in-law? I would like to send
a card letting him know I’m
thinking of  him, but don’t
know the words to say. —
STUMPED IN MINNESOTA

DEAR STUMPED: Please

accept my deepest sympathy
for the loss of  your step-
daughter. Because her hus-
band is family, I don’t think
sending a card would be
enough. Pick up the phone,
start a conversation and tell
him he is in your and your
spouse’s thoughts and you
want him to know it. Send-
ing an anniversary card to
someone whose spouse has
recently died might not be as
helpful as lending a willing
ear.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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By JAMES FULKS
The Commercial Review

In many ways, the rela-
tively recent inclusion of
various social media plat-
forms in our lives can be a
good thing.

In my personal experi-
ence, it’s enabled me to
track down and find old
friends and family and for
a former U.S. Navy air-
craft carrier Pacific Fleet
sailor, former shipmates.

For anyone who has
ever served in uniform,
you’re fully aware that the
bond you make with fel-
low service members is a

close-knit, special kind of
bond you have with no
other.

At a young age, we were
thrust together with total
strangers from all walks
of  life and, especially
when we deployed on long
overseas missions, we

became dependent on each
other.

For those of  us who dis-
charged years ago, we all
went our separate ways,
and even though we said
we would stay in touch, in
reality, life and all of  the
pressures that go with it
ensured that few of  us
actually did stay in touch.

Now, we can find each
other and the reconnect-
ing has been warm, heart-
warming and rewarding
with few exceptions.

For me, one such recent
reconnection is a former

air traffic controller col-
league who originally
hailed from Alaska.

He had returned to Alas-
ka and, up until a couple
of  years ago, I’d lost track
of  him.

We found each other on
social media and reestab-
lished our contact and
friendship as if  no time
had lapsed.

He constantly invited
me to visit his remote
cabin in Alaska for some
rest and rewind.

Just recently, he mes-
saged me was going to his

cabin and chided me that I
needed to get up there
before we both get too old
to be able to make the trip.

I said I would indeed be
there as soon as I retire
and don’t have time con-
straints.

This morning, at 1:42
a.m., his wife messaged
me from his phone.

My old friend had
passed away in his cabin.

I’m shocked, heartbro-
ken and oh so aware of
how social media cuts
both ways.

It sure was wonderful to

reconnect, but now I’ll
never get to the cabin.

My friend, a healthy 61-
year-old corporate air
ambulance pilot and
retired FAA air traffic
controller has departed
this mortal coil.

The only consolation is
that he was at his favorite
place on earth when he
wasn’t in the clouds flying
medical supplies all over
the North Slope of  Alaska.

Goodbye, old friend; I
will regret not accepting
the invitation to visit to
my dying day.

Fulksy
Mayhem

Rekindling friendship meant the world

Violence, lies spell dark omens for marriage
Dear
Abby

Community Calendar
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By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

The longer I cover the legisla-
tive process, the easier it seems to
find silly bills that waste state
time and effort.

But I’m going to be honest here
and say I would file some crazy
bills too if  I ever became a law-
maker. I’m not sure I could resist
putting my pet peeves into legal
form.

That’s what I see in House Bill
1064, a move by Middletown Rep.
Cory Criswell to demand that
schools take cash for entry into
paid extracurricular events such
as sports. Talk about microman-
agement.

He said on the House floor that
“cash is king,” but I have to side
with schools who prefer to not
handle cash, which is easily

stolen. I mean, if  being cashless
is good enough for our state’s pro-
fessional sports leagues, then
schools should be left alone.

But if  I were to file my own ver-
sion of  this bill, it would be about
grocery stores increasingly mov-
ing to self-checkout. If  I have to
check out my own groceries, I
deserve a percentage off  my
whole bill. Stores are saving
money, so why aren’t I?

We have not one, but two, state
emblem bills this year. One would

designate the Indiana bat as the
official state mammal. A second
would name the persimmon the
state fruit. Neither have moved
this session, though the latter bill
had a hearing complete with cute
fourth graders pushing the per-
simmon.

The fact is the number of  state
emblems has proliferated in
recent years. We are way beyond
a state tree (tulip) and flower
(peony). We have 15 of  these enti-
ties now and six of  them have
been put into law since 2005.

Do we really need a state rifle?
Aircraft? Fossil? Snack? Even fil-
ing the bills takes time and effort
of  legislative staff.

But if  I were to file my own ver-
sion of  this bill, I would want to
have an official state sport. Bas-
ketball is the obvious answer but
auto racing also carves out an

international identity for
Hoosiers. Imagine the arguments
on the floor!

The bill this year that I find
most hilarious is one that crimi-
nalizes controlling the weather.
You read that right. I have to give
credit to fellow reporter Brandon
Smith for spotting this one.

House Bill 1335, by Wabash
Rep. Lorissa Sweet, prohibits a
person who has the intent of
affecting the intensity of  sun-
light, temperature, or weather
from discharging a chemical or
apparatus into the atmosphere.

No more creating hurricanes,
people! If  passed, you could be
charged with a B misdemeanor.

This leads me to close out with
my own hilarious law. Indiana
won’t be able to avoid legalizing
marijuana forever, though it
might try.

My hope is that when it does,
Hoosiers will be the first in the
nation to legalize the drug only
in edible form. I would continue
a ban on using the product as an
inhalant.

I am tired of  visiting cities
where cannabis is legal and
being plagued by that awful
smell — in hotel rooms, on the
street. It’s everywhere and is
downright unpleasant.

I’m sure my bills have no
chance of  passage, as do many of
the bills that I criticize each year.

••••••••••
Kelly, editor-in-chief  of  Indi-

ana Capital Chronicle, has cov-
ered the Indiana Statehouse since
1999.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is
an independent, nonprofit news
organization. Its website is indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.

Some bills are weird, try a few more
Niki
Kelly

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Tribune News Service

On Aug. 14, 2021, Russ-
ian authorities arrested
Oakmont native Marc
Fogel, a teacher who had
done several stints edu-
cating American ex-pats
in Moscow, for carrying a
small amount of  legal-in
America medical mari-
juana into the country.

Three and a half  years
later — after innumer-
able pleas from this
newspaper, Pennsylvania
politicians and above all
his devoted 95-year-old
mother, Malphine —
Fogel’s nightmare is over.

He’s home.
This moment repre-

sents the joyful culmina-
tion of  years of  advocacy
by the Fogel family, led by
the indomitable Mal-
phine. Her pleas, echoed
time and again by Penn-
sylvania’s congressional
delegation, ensured that
Marc Fogel’s name was
never forgotten in Wash-
ington, even as the
bureaucracy seemed to
treat him as an after-
thought.

The story of  how Fogel
became a priority for the
Trump administration,
meanwhile, is nothing
short of  cinematic.

Malphine Fogel met
Donald Trump, along
with then-Senate candi-
date Dave McCormick, on
July 13, 2024. It was in the
staging area for the But-
ler rally where the for-
mer president would be
shot only moments later.
Ms. Fogel was in the front
row, and witnessed the
entire scene unfold.

The events of  that day
forged a bond between
Ms. Fogel and Trump,
who consistently prom-
ised to secure Marc’s
release. Malphine also
formed a relationship
with McCormick, who
told a Post-Gazette editor
on Tuesday that he kept
up with her during the
campaign. As a member
of  the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee,
McCormick’s first ques-
tion to Secretary of  State
nominee Marco Rubio
was about bringing Marc
Fogel home.

McCormick credited a
bipartisan effort —
including his colleague
Sen. John Fetterman,
who joined him in head-
lining a letter to Rubio on
Jan. 23 — for keeping Mr.
Fogel “front of  mind for
key people” in Washing-
ton. But above all, it was
the Fogel family “fight-
ing for him from day one”

that made their reunion
possible.

The speed with which
President Trump fulfilled
his promise to secure Mr.
Fogel’s release is an
undeniable indictment of
the Biden administra-
tion’s dawdling. 

While Biden’s State
Department wrung its
hands for years over
whether to designate
Fogel as “wrongfully
detained,” when he clear-
ly fulfilled the criteria
under the relevant law,
the 63-year-old teacher
languished in a Russian
prison camp.

Given Fogel’s age and
health, the 14-year prison
sentence handed down in
2022 was tantamount to a
death sentence.

Biden’s major prisoner
swap last August, which
included journalists
Even Gershkovich and
Vladimir Kara-Murza,
was a historic diplomatic
feat. But it also repre-
sented unfinished busi-
ness. 

Only in late December
did Fogel finally receive
his “wrongfully detained”
designation.

It took Trump, along
with special diplomatic
envoy Steve Witkoff, to
seal the deal.

The details of  that deal
are, as of  this writing,
not known. 

While the White
House’s statement refers
to an “exchange,” it is not
clear exactly what the
United States exchanged
for Fogel. This does leave
a (very) small cloud over
the news: There should
be some disclosure of  the
terms of  the deal, to dis-
pel any fears the U.S.
promised or gave up
something it shouldn’t
have.

Regardless, it is always
in America’s interest,
and demonstrates Ameri-
can strength, to use the
nation’s enormous
reserves of  leverage to
mitigate the suffering of
Americans who are being
mistreated by rogue gov-
ernments.

Now it’s time to cele-
brate a Fogel family
reunion — and the fulfill-
ment of  justice —
delayed for far too long.
Welcome home, Marc.

Welcome home
to Marc Fogel

Guest
Editorial

By CATHERINE COLEMAN FLOWERS
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

Even as incomes rose in 2023, the
number of  Americans living in
poverty went up. More and more peo-
ple are struggling to afford their basic
needs. But this is a problem we can
actually solve. With a fully mobilized,
multidimensional effort, the U.S. can
slash the poverty rate — especially
since we’ve done it before.

I grew up in poverty, my parents
among the working poor. We were a
family of  seven, including my two
parents and my four siblings, living
in a rural community in Lowndes
County, Alabama. That upbringing
helped me understand the different
degrees of  poverty. Our home had an
electric pump that provided water
from a nearby well — yet no running
water inside our home or a working
bathroom.

In my work researching environ-
mental health and fighting for cli-
mate justice, I have seen a lot of
poverty stemming from all kinds of
causes, both social constructs and
intentional policies.

I’ve seen the effects of  redlining,
which financially devalued Black
communities across the country, and
of  locating a sewage lagoon or toxic
waste site next to a Black, brown or
poor community, which tanked the
value of  their homes while increas-
ing the incidence of  disease. In urban
Los Angeles, with its sky-high hous-
ing costs, I have seen the large num-
ber of  homeless people on the streets
and also met people who have lived in
their vehicles while working and
making money that would put them
in the middle class in Alabama. Too
many people, from Aspen, Colorado,
to New York City, work for a salary
that doesn’t cover their cost of  living.

That poverty in the United States is
so multifaceted, whether urban or
rural, can make it seem daunting to
tackle. But some of  the New Deal pro-
grams established under President

Franklin Delano Roosevelt nearly a
century ago provide a template: Offer
more bridges out of  poverty than a
single, often inadequate, safety net.

My great-great-grandparents bene-
fited from one New Deal-era program
that enabled them to purchase land.
The Federal Housing Administra-
tion, established through the New
Deal’s National Housing Act of  1934,
promoted homeownership by back-
ing loans to guarantee mortgages.

Such programs made homeowner-
ship and land accessible to my family,
including my parents in the rural
South. This progress broke through
other policies of  the time limiting
access to resources for Black families,
providing a chance to build wealth
and financial stability for those who
navigated these programs — an espe-
cially notable feat just decades after
slavery ended in our nation and as
the United States was coming out of
the Depression.

This type of  imagination and
action is needed currently. Recent dis-
asters, including the devastating
wildfires in California and hurri-
canes in North Carolina and Florida,
caused many families to lose their
largest investment, their homes.
Their experience makes the case for
redefining poverty to include those
who seem financially stable until
they incur great economic losses due
to climate events or crises beyond
their control.

Looking at the New Deal, the Reset-
tlement Act of  1937 — the forerunner
to the Farmers Home Administration
— may provide a glimpse into what is
possible. The resulting programs pro-

vided benefits such as medical care
for poor families and collaboration
with farmers and their debtors to try
to head off  foreclosure, which looms
over many disaster victims. By one
estimate, farmers who participated in
these programs raised their incomes
by 69%. In this period overall, one
study found that the proportion of
Americans living in poverty
dropped from more than 60% in 1933
to less than 40% by 1945.

Climate change and extreme
weather disasters will continually
demand that we change our outlook.
What if  the safety net for Americans
could be extended, for example, to
include economic security that pro-
tects their investment in their homes
and allows them to rebuild if  neces-
sary? Beyond incorporating New
Deal-type government programs with
updated policies designed to support
homeownership and a living wage for
all Americans, what about public-pri-
vate partnerships such as the one
building innovative, resilient and
affordable ZenniHome houses for cit-
izens of  the Navajo Nation?

Herbert Hoover, the 31st president
of  the United States, predicted during
his 1928 campaign that “given a
chance to go forward with the policies
of  the last eight years, and we shall
soon with the help of  God, be in sight
of  the day when poverty will be ban-
ished from this Nation.” Yet he
became a powerful critic of  the New
Deal programs from his successor,
FDR.

Let us end that self-defeating resist-
ance to government-backed progress
and transform Hoover’s words about
poverty from a vision into reality. The
last 12 months have been wrought
with disasters, but such radical
events also point to an opportunity to
eliminate poverty in our nation.

••••••••••
Flowers is the founder and chief

executive of  the Center for Rural
Enterprise and Environmental Jus-
tice.

Poverty is a problem we can solve
Catherine
Coleman
Flowers
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A firm that is planning a
solar facility in Jay County
launched operations at a new
Texas facility last week.

Invenergy’s Delilah I Solar
Energy Center in Lamar and
Red River counties launched
operations on Thursday.

Honda and Tesla will pur-
chase the power generated by
the 300-megawatt facility.

“Landowners and the larger
local community were instru-
mental in Invenergy’s ability
to reach commercial opera-
tions at Delilah I, create good
jobs for Texans, and partner
with WEC and automotive
giants like Honda and Tesla to
add more American energy to

the grid,” said Bristi Cure,
Invenergy senior vice presi-
dent for renewable develop-
ment, in a press release. “As
the demand for electricity
grows, Invenergy values every
opportunity to support our
customers’ operations with
affordable, reliable, clean ener-
gy solutions that also generate
meaningful economic impact

for Americans across our proj-
ect communities."

Invenergy is developing Sky-
crest Solar in northwest Jay
County.

Deals signed
Eli Lilly reached agreements

last week with two firms to
work together on novel car-
diometabolic and cancer thera-
pies.

According to a report from
BioSpace, Lilly will work with
OliX Pharmaceuticals of
South Korea and AdvanCell of
Australia.

Funds in question
Indiana University and Pur-

due University could lose
research funding based on a
new policy from the National
Institutes of  Health that took
effect last week.

The federal agency said it
will now pay universities for
indirect costs related to
research at a flat rate of  15%.
That’s down from the recent
averages of  between 26% and
28%.

A federal judge put a tempo-
rary pause on implementing
the new rule.

Training offered
ServSafe training will be

available at John Jay Center
for Learning in Portland.

The next session is sched-
uled from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tues-
day, Feb. 25.

Additional sessions are
scheduled for March 25 and
April 29.

The certification course is
open to all food service
employees and emphasizes
safe food- and beverage-han-
dling practices to minimize the
risk of  food-borne illnesses.

For more information, or to
register, call (260) 729-5525.

••••••••••
Does your business have news

to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be included
in our weekly business
roundup.

Invenergy solar project goes online
Business
roundup

By AUGUSTA SARAIVA
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

U.S. retail sales slumped
in January by the most in
nearly two years, indicat-
ing an abrupt pullback by
consumers after a spending
spree in the closing months
of  2024.

The value of  retail pur-
chases, not adjusted for
inflation, decreased 0.9%
after an upwardly revised
0.7% gain in December,
Commerce Department
data showed Friday.

Nine of  the report’s 13
categories posted decreas-
es, most notably motor
vehicles, sporting goods
and furniture stores. The
data encompassed a period
marked by devastating
wildfires in Los Angeles —
the second-largest metro-
politan area in the U.S. —
and severe winter weather
in other parts of  the coun-
try, which could have
depressed brick-and-mor-
tar shopping activity.

Treasury yields dropped
and the dollar remained
lower after the release. A
report later Friday
showed U.S. industrial pro-
duction rose in January as
colder temperatures boost-
ed demand for heating util-

ities, while manufacturing
eased.

The retail figures follow
strong readings in the final
months of  2024, in a solid
holiday season that helped
the economy extend a
healthy pace of  growth.

The slowdown across
many categories suggests
other factors than the

snowstorms and fires may
be at play. Consumers are
dealing with stubborn
inflation and high borrow-
ing costs, and many are
increasingly turning to
credit cards and other debt
to support their spending
— with a rising number of
those loans starting to go
bad.

Delinquency is becoming
more common as borrow-
ers face a third year of  ele-
vated interest rates. Feder-
al Reserve Chair Jerome
Powell reiterated this week
that the central bank is in
no rush to cut rates, espe-
cially after a report showed
consumer prices picked up
broadly in January.

“While households con-
tinue to take on more debt,
the household sector is
broadly in good financial
shape and income growth
remains supportive of  a
decent pace of  consump-
tion growth this year,”
Wells Fargo & Co. econo-
mists Tim Quinlan and
Shannon Grein said in a
note.

President Donald
Trump’s impending tariffs
on a variety of  goods from
several countries could
eventually trickle down to
consumers. That had led
some to stockpile on big-
ticket items in recent
months, but January
declines in sales of  furni-
ture, sporting goods as well
as electronics and appli-
ances indicate that impulse
is fading, according to Oliv-
er Allen, senior U.S. econo-
mist at Pantheon Macro-
economics.

“Pulling forward sales in
anticipation of  new tariffs
likely lifted consumers’
spending above its underly-
ing trend late last year, but
sets the stage for a drop
below that trend there-
after,” Allen said in a note.

Tariffs may distort the
retail sales numbers going

forward — since they’re not
adjusted for inflation, an
advance could merely
reflect higher prices rather
than greater sales activity.

The data showed so-
called control-group sales
— which feed into the gov-
ernment’s calculation of
goods spending for gross
domestic product —
declined 0.8% in January,
also the most since March
2023. The measure excludes
food services, auto dealers,
building materials stores
and gasoline stations.

Trump’s first-term tariffs
were starting to drag on
growth before the pandem-
ic hit, which will be a key
focus for economists and
policymakers this time
around.

The retail report largely
reflects purchases of  goods,
which comprise a relatively
narrow share of  overall
consumer outlays. Personal
consumption expenditures
data due later this month
will provide more details
on inflation-adjusted
spending on goods and
services in January.

Spending at restaurants
and bars, the only service-
sector category in Friday’s
report, rose nearly 1%.

Retail sales drop by most in two years

Tribune News Service/Getty Images/Spencer Platt

Shoppers walk through Macy’s store in downtown Brooklyn after the
company announced it was closing the store along with over 60 others on Jan.
13 in New York City. The value of retail purchases, not adjusted for inflation,
decreased 0.9% after an upwardly revised 0.7% gain in December, Commerce
Department data showed Friday.
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60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

MARION YOUNG
FARMERS 

Consignment Auction
Mercer Landmark,
Chickasaw, Ohio

Between U.S. Rt. 127 &
New Bremen
on St. Rt. 274

SATURDAY, MARCH
15th

10 A.M.
PLEASE CONSIGN
YOUR EQUIPMENT
WITH ONE OF THE

FOLLOWING:
Cole Luthman ñ 937-

658-1380
Jacob Wuebker -937-

417-8798
Please call by Feb. 27 to

Ensure Advertising
WE WILL BE TAKING IN

EQUIPMENT
THURSDAY & FRIDAY

before the sale
No items Will be Con-
signed Saturday Morn-

ing
COLDWATER AUCTION

SERVICE

Page 6 Comics The Commercial Review
Tuesday, February 18, 2025

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in
The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new
job,

the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities
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REVIEW
up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices
Subscribe at 
thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall at the Jay

County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,

IN 
February 22nd, 2025

9:00 A. M.
ANTIQUES-OLD &

COLLECTORS-HOUSE-
HOLD GOODS

Oak curved glass china
cabinet with leaded
glass, Oak Sellers
kitchen cabinet with
carmel slag glass

inserts, Oak parlor table
with carved dog, Coca
Cola ice chest cooler,
1960ís Shelby Cobra
“500” Wheels and hub
caps, vintage barberís
chair, LIGHTED BEER
SIGNS: 30+ , Budweiser
Clydesdale Team Pool
Table Light (in original
box), gold handle walk-
ing sticks, Quaker State
Oil Clock;  Aurora Slot
Car racing set,and many
other items not listed.
GUNS-MOWERS-

TOOLS
Taurus 9 mm, Keltec

380 auto, Colt Agent 38
SPL revolver, Glock 17-
9mm, Lawn Boy self
propelled push mower,
drywall sprayer, McCul-

loch chain saw and
many other items not

listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE: 
Doors will open at 7:30
a.m. day of auction for
preview.  Please note

that we will be running 2
rings a portion of the

day.
MARLENE ARMIE RUN-

YON AND 
JAMES FAMILY
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kayden Khayyata
AU12400069

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT

Public Notice
NOTICE TO BIDDERS FOR

THE JAY SCHOOL CORPORATION
JAY COUNTY, INDIANA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Board of School Trustees
of The Jay School Corporation (the “Owner”) will receive sealed
bids for the Jay County Jr./Sr. High School Tornado Damage
Renovation.
Bids will be accepted at The Jay County School Corporation Ad-
ministration Office, 414 East Floral Avenue, Portland, Indiana,
until 2:00 p.m. (local time), on March 6, 2025.  Bids will be opened
and tabulated at that time in the Board Room.  A Pre-Bid Meet-
ing is scheduled for February 20, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. at Jay County
Jr./Sr. High School, 2072 West SR 67, Portland, Indiana.  
All bidding and construction shall be in accordance with con-
struction documents prepared by Barton-Coe-Vilamaa, Archi-
tect and Engineers, Inc., which can be obtained from the office
of Barton-Coe-Vilamaa.  Call 260/489-9079 (office of Barton-Coe-
Vilamaa) to request an invitation to receive digital access to the
bidding documents.
Bidders will be required to file, with their bids, a certified
check made payable to The Jay School Corporation or a Bid
Bond for an amount not less than five percent (5%) of their max-
imum bid or bids.  Should a successful bidder withdraw its bid,
or fail to execute a satisfactory Contract, The Jay School Cor-
poration may then declare the bid deposit or bid bond to be for-
feited as liquidated damages.
Each successful bidder shall be required to furnish an ap-
proved Performance Bond and a Labor and Materials Payment
Bond which cover faithful performance of the contract and the
payment of all obligations arising thereunder.  A Maintenance
Bond shall also be required.  Said bonds shall remain in full
force and effect for twelve months from the substantial com-
pletion of the Work.
The contract will be awarded to the lowest responsive and re-
sponsible bidder complying with the conditions for bidding,
provided the bid is reasonable and it is to the best interest of
the Owner to accept it.  The Owner reserves the right to reject
the bid of any or all bidder in accordance with Indiana Code 36-
1-12.
Bids not reaching said office by 2:00 p.m., on March 6, 2025 will
not be opened and will be returned unopened to the original
bidder.

Dated this 8th day of January 2025.
BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES

THE JAY SCHOOL CORPORATION
CR 2-11,18-2025-HSPAXLP
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Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588
After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.
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thecr.com
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Triad Cardinals vs.
Fort Recovery Indians

Girls varsity summary

OHSAA Division VI Southwest 2
Sectional Championship

Fort Recovery (11-12)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

CMhlnkmp 0-3 1-2 1
Hart 0-0 1-2 1
Eber 0-0 0-0 0
Niekamp 9-20 4-5 22
Wyerick 0-0 0-0 0
Schoenlein 1-3 0-0 3
Schmitz 0-1 0-0 0
Tobe 0-0 0-2 0
Homan 1-9 1-3 3
KMhlnkmp 7-18 2-2 18
Ranley 0-3 0-0 0
Totals 18-57 9-16 48

.316 .562
Def. rebound percentage: .688

Triad (5-18)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Martin 2-9 1-2 6
Hillman 0-0 0-0 0
Parsons 2-2 0-0 4
Ford 0-5 1-4 1
Queen 0-0 0-0 0
Allison 0-1 0-0 0
Bailey 0-0 0-0 0
Overfield 0-14 2-4 2
LeMay 2-6 2-2 6
Totals 6-37 6-12 19

.162 .500
Def. rebound percentage: .429

Score by quarters:
Ft. Rec. 11 11 15 11 — 48
Triad 8 8 0 3 — 19

3-point shooting: Fort Recovery
3-13 (KMuhlenkamp 2-4, Schoen-
lein 1-2, Homan 0-1, CMuhlenkamp
0-2, Niekamp 0-4). Triad 1-11 (Mar-
tin 1-5, Allison 0-1, Overfield 0-5).

Rebounds: Fort Recovery 46
(Niekamp 13, Homan 10, KMuh-
lenkamp 6, Schmitz 5, CMuh-
lenkamp 3, Team 3, Schoenlein 2,
Hart, Ever, Tobe, Ranley). Triad 28
(LeMay 6, Team 5, Parsons 4, Over-
field 4, Martin 3, Bailey 3, Ford 2,
Queen).

Assists: Fort Recovery 7 (CMuh-
lenkamp 3, Niekamp 2, Homan,
KMuhlenkamp). Triad 0.

Blocks: Fort Recovery 2 (Eber,
Niekamp). Triad 2 (LeMay 2).

Personal fouls: Fort Recovery 11
(CMuhlenkamp 2, Niekamp 2, Tobe
2, Homan 2, Hart, Schoenlein,
KMuhlenkamp). Triad 16 (Parsons
5, LeMay 4, Ford 2, Overfield 2,
Martin, Allison, Bailey).

Turnovers: Fort Recovery 12.
Triad 19.

Box score

Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today
Jay County — Boys basketball at

Hamilton Heights – 6 p.m.; Junior high
wrestling vs. Delta – 6 p.m.; Junior high
swim at Muncie Southside – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys bowling dis-

trict at Beavercreek – 9 a.m.; Girls bas-
ketball district semifinal vs. West Liber-
ty-Salem at Covington – 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Fort Recovery — Girls bowling district

at Beavercreek – 9 a.m.

TV sports
Today

6:30 p.m. — College basketball:
Villanova at UConn (FS1)

7 p.m. — College basketball: Okla-
homa at Florida (ESPN2)

Wednesday
2:30 p.m. — Premier League soc-

cer: Aston Villa at Liverpool (USA)
6:30 p.m. — College basketball:

Nebraska at Penn State (BTN)
7 p.m. — College basketball:

Cincinnati at West Virginia (ESPN2);

N.C. State at North Carolina (ESPN);
Providence at Georgetown (FS1)

8:30 p.m. — College basketball:
Oregon at Iowa (BTN)

9 p.m. — College basketball:
Arkansas at Auburn (ESPN); Gonzaga
at Washington State (ESPN2); St.

John’s at DePaul (FS1)
10:30 p.m. — College basketball:

Rutgers at Washington (BTN)
••••••••••

To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Continued from page 8
After shooting 1-for-7

(14.3%) during the first
half, the Tribe senior put
home her first shot of  the
third period on a one-drib-
ble pull up outside of  the
left lane line off  an offen-
sive rebound by Bridget
Homan.

She’d score the next two
baskets by hitting the
offensive glass in transi-
tion and running a fake
hand off  with sister
Cameron Muhlenkamp off
of  a baseline-out-of-bounds
play for a short drive to the
rim.

Kennedy Muhlenkamp
assisted the next hoop by
passing the ball ahead to
Madie Schoenlein, who
Deitsch praised for her
improvement as a bench
player, for a triple from the
left wing. She scored one
more time in the period by
grabbing an offensive

rebound, giving it up to
Niekamp, relocating to the
right corner and getting
the ball back off  a drive for
a three.

Kennedy Muhlenkamp
finished with 18 points,
only being outdone by
Niekamp with 22. Niekamp
finished with a double-dou-
ble, grabbing a game-high
13 rebounds.

Fort Recovery dominat-
ed on the glass, outre-
bounding the Cardinals 46-
28. The Indians grabbed 24
offensive boards, while
Triad only finished 18 pos-

sessions with a rebound,
and four of  those were due
to the ball ricocheting out
of  bounds.

“At practice we’ve been
working a lot on (offensive
rebounding),” said forward
Bridget Homan. “I feel like
that’s helped a lot. … It’s
really just pushing through
and going through the
other team.”

Of  Niekamp’s 13
rebounds, four came at the
offensive end of  the floor.
Homan followed with 10
total rebounds, seven of
which were offensive and

Kennedy Muhlenkamp
grabbed five of  the Tribe’s
missed shots and one more
for six boards.

LeMay led Triad with six
rebounds and six points.
Martin also had six for
THS.

The Indians are now one
step closer to their first dis-
trict championship since
2011. They will have to beat
the Tigers (16-7) first, but
Deitsch is hoping to take
advantage of  the Indians’
first year in the southwest
district.

“West Liberty-Salem is a
good team, one of  the best
in their conference year
after year,” Deitsch said.
“So it isn’t their first time
going through this district
where it is for us. We look
to use that as an advantage
that they don’t know a ton
about us and we’ve been
able to keep an eye on them
these past few weeks.”

Half ...

Continued from page 8
Byrum, ranked 16th in the

state, had the best opportunity
for a state berth amongst the
group of  Patriots as he cruised
through the opening round at
113 pounds. He used cradle
after cradle against Manny
Mora (32-9) of  Oak Hill and
eventually pinned him midway
through the second period.

That set up a ticket-round
match against Charlie Flesh-
man (41-4) of  Central Noble.
Byrum struck quickly with a
single-leg takedown just 15 sec-
onds into the match, but Flesh-
man was able to scramble for a
reversal for a 3-2 score at the
end of  the first period.

Fleshman chose to start the
second period in the bottom
position and was able to get
another reversal about 30 sec-
onds in, then used a chicken
wing to pin Byrum in 3:21.

“He got into a couple situa-
tions where he got to his cradle
and got a little anxious,” said
Myers, noting that Fleshman
was hooking Byrum’s leg. “He
got a little too anxious there
and tried to run that with a leg
hook and got reversed both
times and wasn’t really able to
recover from that.”

Heskett (36-6) dominated
Western’s Erik Hunt (29-11) in
his first-round match at 144,
finishing him off  with a cradle
for a pin in one minute flat. But
he ran into ninth-ranked Brody
Hagewood (39-3) of  Prairie
Heights in the ticket round, got
overpowered early and was
pinned in 1:27.

Hagewood went on to win the
semi-state title.

“He had a nice cradle and got
a pin for us early there, was
able to make it to the top 32 in
the state, two weight classes
above where he started out at,”
said Myers. “A.J. and Griffin …

they had to wrestle behind
some really good guys … They
got the chance to step out and
lead the team and they did a
great job for us this year.”

Myers (19-7) came closest to
joining his classmates in the
ticket round, bouncing back
from an early deficit against
East Noble’s Dylan Krehl (31-
10) in the 190-pound bracket for
a takedown and near fall that
had him up 7-5 after the open-
ing period. He chose the bottom
position to start the second
period and got a reversal to
extend his lead to four points
but was thrown to his back and
pinned in 2:56.

Landers (27-14), a sophomore,
battled with Noah Dove (39-9)
of  Eastside in the opening
round at 132, giving up an early
single-leg takedown but bounc-
ing back with a reversal with
17 seconds left in the first peri-
od. He was unable to score in
the second period and then
gave up a reversal in the third
in a 6-2 loss.

Lothridge (28-12), a fresh-
man, had the most difficult
assignment of  the group of
Patriots, taking the mat
against undefeated and top-
ranked senior Julianna Ocam-
po of  New Haven. He fell by pin
midway through the second
period to Ocampo (47-1), who
took her first loss of  the season
10-7 to Delta’s No. 10 Reed Wick-
er in the semifinal and went on
to finish third.

The Patriots’ run of  state
qualifiers started with Drake
Meska in 2011 and also includ-
ed Eric Hemmelgarn (three
times), Kyle Garringer, Andy
Kohler (twice), Mason Winner
(four times), Gavin Hare
(twice), Chandler Chapman,
Ethan Reiley, Tony Wood (four
times), Cody Rowles (three
times), Cameron Clark (three

times) and Christian Wit-
tkamp.

“Quite a run of  really talent-
ed kids,” said Myers. “There’s a

lot of  multiple-time state quali-
fiers in that run. It says a lot
about our program that we
were able to put a guy in the

state finals that many years
consecutively.

“At this point, you’ve just got
to look to start a new run.”

Ends ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School senior Griffin Byrum tries to lock Charlie Fleshman (39-2) of
Central Noble into a cradle during their quarterfinal match in Saturday’s semi-state tournament
at Allen County War Memorial Coliseum in Fort Wayne. Byrum, who was ranked 16th at 113
pounds, lost by pin to Fleshman in the second period. He finished his  senior season at 36-5.

Tribe will face No. 2 seed
West Liberty-Salem in the

district opener tonight



By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

FORT WAYNE — Two Patriots
advanced to the ticket round.

One had a lead heading into the sec-
ond period.

But for the first time in a decade and a
half, they will not be represented at the
state finals.

The Jay County High School boys
wrestling season came to an end Satur-
day when its final remaining athletes —
seniors Griffin Byrum and A.J. Heskett
— fell in the ticket round of  the semi-
state tournament at Allen County War
Memorial Coliseum in Fort Wayne.

Fellow Patriots A.J. Myers, Jason Lan-
ders and Corbin Lothridge each lost in
the opening round.

“It was disappointing not to be able to
advance anyone,” said JCHS coach Eric
Myers. “I felt like our guys wrestled
pretty hard. … The effort from our guys
really was there.”

The top four athletes in each weight

class — those who win in the second
round, also known as the ticket round —
advance to the state finals.

The opening-round wins for Byrum
and Heskett scored eight points for Jay
County, tying it for 30th place among 46
scoring teams. Delta had three semi-
state champions and two runners-up to
win the team title with 115.5 points. It
finished 10 ahead of  runner-up New
Haven.

See Ends page 7
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Sports
Tuesday, February 18, 2025

All five Patriot wrestlers 
fall at the semi-state,
see story below

The Tribe’s district opener
is now at 5:30 p.m.,

see Sports on tap

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

COVINGTON, Ohio — The
Indians weren’t satisfied with
their defensive effort in the first
half, letting the Cardinals slip in
six baskets en route to 16 points.

The Tribe had to be happy with
the second-half  response as it
held the Cardinals scoreless from
the field through the final two
periods and just three points in
total.

The fourth-seeded Fort Recov-
ery High School girls basketball
team came out of  the locker room
with a defensive intensity that
held the No. 11 seed Triad Cardi-
nals to just three points on
garbage-time free throws to win
its first postseason game since
2022 48-19 on Saturday in the
OHSAA Division VI sectional
championship hosted by  Coving-
ton.

The victory earns the Indians
(11-12) a date with second-seeded
West Liberty-Salem in Tuesday’s
Southwest 2 District semifinal
game at Covington at approxi-
mately 7:30 p.m. It also marks the
first postseason victory for Fort
Recovery since it beat Waynes-
field-Goshen 60-21 in 2022, the
first sectional title since beating
Minster 53-50 at home in 2021 and
Tyler Deitsch’s first postseason
victory as a head coach.

“That’s a good one for us to
have and a good notch in our
belt,” Deitsch said. “Obviously
it’s one game at a time, but you
have your eyes set on a district
championship to start the season.
So it’s nice to check that step one
off  the list to being able to get
there.”

FRHS gave up 16 first-half
points to Triad (5-18), all of  which
came in some sort of  scramble

situation. Gracie Martin opened
the game with a wild transition
jumper that banked in before Bre
Parsons grabbed a weak-side
offensive rebound for a putback
on the next possession. Parsons
then threw a shot over her shoul-
der a minute later before Mia
LeMay knocked down a pair of
free throws by ripping the ball
through Karlie Niekamp’s body.

LeMay scored a pair of  one-on-
one buckets off  of  press breaks
early in the second quarter
before Martin pulled a guarded 3-
pointer and Jazz Ford split a pair
of  free throws off  an offensive
rebound.

In the second half, Fort Recov-
ery had the Cardinals scratching
their heads trying to find any
offense. The Indians held Triad
scoreless in the third while hold-
ing it to 0-for-7 from the field, get-
ting a pair of  free throws and
forcing six turnovers.

The Tribe kept the strong
defense up in the final period,
resulting in 0-of-10 shooting for
THS and four turnovers. Triad
finally scored it’s first point of
the half  with 3:09 remaining
when Martin split a pair of  free
throws earned from an offensive
rebound. (Abbey Overfield hit a
pair of  bonus free throws as well.)

While the Indians’ defense
improved, Kennedy Muh-
lenkamp powered a 15-point
third quarter to pull away from
Triad.

“It was definitely my mom
(assistant coach Mandy Gerlach)
telling me from the bench, ‘it
doesn’t matter if  you make your
shots,’” Kennedy Muhlenkamp
said. “‘Just play defense hard and
rebound hard and then you’ll get
the buckets that you’ll need.’”

See Half  page 7

0 for the half
Tribe girls basketball holds Triad to only three points off 

free throws in second half for 48-19 sectional victory

FORT RECOVERY —
The Indians couldn’t flip
their momentum heading
into the postseason.

Fort Recovery High
School’s boys basketball
team dropped its season
finale against the Tri-Vil-
lage Patriots 71-36 Saturday.

Tri-Village (20-2) jumped
on top of  the Indians (6-16)
right away to grab a 21-9
lead by the end of  the first
quarter. Griffin Richards
sprayed three triples in dur-
ing the period, while
Dominic Black put up three
buckets as well.

Richards led all scorers
with 19 points, while Trey
Sagester (14), Black (11)
and Noah Finkbine (10)
reached double digits as
well.

Briggs Overman led the
offense for Fort Recovery
with 14 points. He scored
seven in the first quarter,
but only had a 3-pointer in
the second and fourth peri-
ods and split a pair of  free
throws in the third.

Gavin Evers followed
with nine points, while
Brody Barga had five.

The Tribe will carry a
three-game losing streak
into its sectional champi-
onship game against sev-

enth-seeded Houston on
Thursday.

Seven cuts made
NEW CASTLE — The

Jay County Winter swim
team made four state cuts
and three divisional cuts at
the TAC Last Chance Invite
at New Castle Middle
School on Saturday.

Carsyn Guggenbiller had
all four state cuts as she
placed first in the 50-yard
breaststroke (41.30 sec-
onds), 50 butterfly (36.18),
100 freestyle (1 minute,
10.09 seconds) and the 100
butterfly (1:23.58).

Hayden Guggenbiller,
who was the high point
winner for 8-and-younger
division, made a divisional
cut in the 100 butterfly.
Other tankers to make divi-
sional cuts were Maddie
Theurer in the 100 butterfly
and Kali Wendel in the
1,650 freestyle.

Other high point winners

were Grady Warvel from
the 12-13-year-old division
and Aubrey Millsapugh in
the 15-and-older age group.

Hirschy leads bronze
NOBLESVILLE — All 10

athletes from the JC Flip-
sters gymnastics team
made it into the top 10 all-
around, while the Bronze
Xcel team placed third at
the Monkey Madness Invi-
tational on Saturday.

Paxton Hirschy had the
top finish of  the Bronze
Xcel team, placing fifth all-
around with 36.45 points.
Hirschy’s top event was the
floor, as she grabbed second
with a 9.3.

Jordyn Champ had the
best all-around finish of  the
Flipsters, securing the run-
ner-up spot in the Gold Xcel
division with 37.25 points.
Champ took first on the
vault with a 9.275, finished
as the runner-up on the
beam (9.125) and placed
third in the other events.

Emma Robinson put
together the top perform-
ance of  the Silver Xcel Flip-
sters. Robinson finished
first on the vault (9.5) and
second on the floor (9.45) to
climb up to fourth overall
with 36.95 points.
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Emma Schmitz of the Fort Recovery High School girls basketball team tracks down
an offensive rebound during the Indians’ 48-19 win over Triad in the OHSAA Division VI
Southwest 2 sectional championship on Saturday at Covington. The Tribe hit the offensive
glass 24 times in the win and held the Cardinals without a field goal in the second half.


