
By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
Like many rural dis-

tricts, Jay Schools has
been looking for ways to
slow its enrollment
decline.
Next year, it’ll try offer-

ing an online option.
Jay School Board

approved a pilot program
for a new Jay County Jun-
ior-Senior High School
Virtual Academy for the
2025-26 school year.
A recommendation on

hiring a new Jay County
High School football
coach was removed from
the agenda.
Jay Schools director of

digital learning Katie
Clark presented the reason-
ing behind creating a virtu-
al academy and the plans
for it moving forward. She
told the board that there
are currently 128 students
who live in the Jay Schools
district and are attending
online schools. Forty-nine
high school students have
left the corporation for
online options in the last
year alone.
With schools receiving

about $7,000 per student
in state funding, those
who are now in other
online options account
for a loss of  nearly
$900,000.
Clark said the hope is

to keep Jay Schools stu-
dents in the corporation
via the virtual academy

and to offer a more robust
educational experience
than others might pro-
vide.
“We want our virtual

school to be different,”
she said.
Jay Schools will con-

tract with Edumentum’s
EdOptions Academy for

its virtual curriculum
and also plans to have a
support structure for stu-
dents. It will include a
success coach who checks
in with students weekly,
facilitates communica-
tion and monitors aca-
demic progress, an assis-
tant principal and Clark.

Students enrolled in
the virtual academy will
have access to IHSAA ath-
letics (they must be on
campus for at least one
core class daily in order
to do so), extracurricu-
lars, special ed accommo-
dations, work-based
learning, college and

career exploration, finan-
cial literacy and technol-
ogy support. They will be
required to go through an
onboarding process and
participate in in-person
required state testing.
Clark laid out a time-

line that includes launch-
ing a website for the vir-

tual academy in March,
beginning to accept appli-
cations in April and
selecting the pilot group
in May. (It will be limited
to 100 students, and those
who are interested must
commit to a full semes-
ter.)
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Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  21 degrees Mon-
day. The low was 7.

Tonight’s forecast calls for
a 50% chance of  snow with a
low of  8 and wind chill values
below zero. Thursday’s high
will be around 20.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Gregory Bergman, 71, Port-
land

Details on page 2.

Jay County Civic Theatre
will host a pre-audition night
for its production of  the musi-
cal “Freaky Friday” from 6 to
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 25, at
Arts Place, 131 E. Walnut St.,
Portland. The event is an
opportunity for newcomers to
ask questions and for anyone
to seek advice to help with the
audition process.

Thursday — Results from
the JCHS boys basketball
game at Hamilton Heights.

Friday — Coverage of  this
week’s Jay County Council
meeting.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS boys basketball
game at Norwell.

Deaths In review Coming upWeather

Virtual pilot approved

Jay School Corporation

The graphic above shows the planned timeline for a pilot of a new Jay Virtual Academy. Plans call for a first group of a
maximum of 100 students, with applications open in April and selections to be made in May.

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
Indiana Senators on

Monday voted to move for-
ward with a proposal for
property tax relief  over
the qualms of  Democrats
and Indianapolis Republi-
cans. 
The bipartisan coalition

wasn’t enough to defeat
the measure, which moved
on a 37-10 vote and will get
further consideration in
the House. 
Sen. Travis Holdman, R-

Markle, spearheaded the
effort, which originally
mirrored the proposal pro-

moted by Gov. Mike
Braun on the campaign
trail. Earlier this month,
Holdman introduced a
measure that mitigated
some of  the losses local

units of  government
would have seen under
that proposal, bringing the
impact down from $1.2 bil-
lion to just shy of  $300 mil-
lion in the first year fol-

lowed by $800 million the
second year. 
But Gov. Mike Braun

pushed back on the meas-
ure on social media.
“I want to be clear on a

key point — a real tax cut
means taxpayers keep
more, and government
takes in less. SB1 doesn’t
cut taxes for homeowners
hit hardest by skyrocket-
ing assessments since 2020
— it just slows down how
fast their bills will
increase next year.”
He said local govern-

ments are set to receive
$477 million more in 2026
for a total property tax rev-
enue of  $11 billion. The
Senate version of  the bill
reduces that increase to
$238 million, but local gov-
ernment are still getting
more than the year before.
“If  your boss cut your

raise from 5% to 2%, you’d
still be making more —
only politicians would call
that a pay cut,” Braun post-
ed to X. “I am open to a dis-
cussion balancing the cost
pressures from inflation
on local government serv-
ices with tax relief  for
homeowners, but we can’t
lose sight of  the fact home-
owners have been crushed
by inflation in assessed

values while local govern-
ments have seen a windfall
in revenue well beyond
inflation. This bill has a
long way to go before it
gets my signature, and
restoring meaningful tax
cuts would be a step in the
right direction.”
Previous pushback high-

lighted the uncertain
impact on public schools,
which received 43% — or
$3.7 billion — of  all proper-
ty taxes in 2021. Addition-
ally, the plan includes no
relief  for renters, who have
seen similar double-digit
increases.
Calculating property

taxes relies on a complex
formula dependent on
assessed value, levies,
school referenda and local-
ly set tax rates — with state
lawmakers largely playing
a reactionary role to rein
in rampant increases. 
Some lawmakers sup-

ported the underlying
measure and pushed for
local officials to get the
blame for rising bills. 

See Tax page 5

New program will launch in 2025-26 school year

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
FORT RECOVERY — The vil-

lage stuck to its decision.
Fort Recovery Village Coun-

cil approved amendments to
the village’s zoning map and
regulations on a first reading,
rezoning the property at 105 S.
Elm St. to commercial and pro-
hibiting first-floor residential
use in central commercial dis-
trict buildings.
Council discussed the topic

at a meeting Jan. 20 during
which it agreed to move for-
ward with the ordinances,
going against a recommenda-
tion from Fort Recovery Plan-

ning Commission to deny the
zoning map amendment peti-
tion from property owners
Brandon and Amanda Wyerick
to change the property from
residential to commercial.
The Wyericks are renovating

the former Christ Chapel
church on the property into an
event center called Elm and Ivy.
Plan commission members,

including mayor Dave Kaup
and Neal Spencer, explained
Jan. 20 if  the Wyericks were to
sell their property in the
future, the new owner could
turn the property into any of
the permitted uses in the com-
mercial district zoning rules.

They include various public,
recreational, business, retail,
service and entertainment
uses.
Amanda Wyerick asked

council Jan. 20 to rezone the
property as commercial.
“Here’s the reason — history

and location,” she said. “It has-
n’t been a single-family resi-
dence in all of  its history, over
120 years.”
Discussion came up from

adjoining property owner Edna
Heitkamp on Jan. 20 about
potential liabilities. Brandon
Wyerick noted that he is
required to set up buffers —
fences, shrubbery or other bar-

riers — along property lines
abutting residential properties
if  the property is rezoned as
commercial.
Also Monday, village council

learned of  Tom’s Construction
plans to begin reconstruction
work on Butler Street between
Fort Site and Main streets in
March, several months earlier
than expected.
The $1.4 million project, par-

tially funded by an Ohio Public
Works Commission grant, calls
for an “improved aggregate
base and asphalt” to handle
heavy truck traffic each day, as
well as the following: improved
curbs and sidewalks, replacing

the water main pipe, new serv-
ice taps at adjoining properties
including a tap for fire protec-
tion at Fort Recovery Morvilius
Opera House; and a new traffic
signal, pedestrian crossing
equipment and fixtures at the
intersection of  Butler and
Wayne streets.
Also, Fort Recovery Police

Chief  Jared Laux noted the vil-
lage swore in new officer Don
Bird on Feb. 1. Bird, a Fort
Recovery resident, has worked
in law enforcement for 13 years,
previously for Mercer County
Sheriff ’s Department and St.
Henry Police Department.

See Rezoning page 2

Village approves rezoning property

Senate passes property tax relief bill

Gov. Braun
pushed back

in social
media post

Indiana Capital Chronicle/Whitney Downard

Sen. Travis Holdman, R-Markle, spearheaded Senate Bill 1, a
property tax relief measure that cleared the Senate on Monday. It has received
significant pushback from local government officials statewide who are
concerned about losing funding.



Domestic battery
A Portland man was

arrested Friday for domes-
tic battery.
Brandon L. Fisher, 42,

2824 W. 75 South, was pre-
liminarily charged with a
Level 6 felony for the
alleged crime.
He was being held with-

out bond in Jay County
Jail.

Failed to appear
A Michigan man was

arrested Sunday for failing
to appear in court.
Matthew V. Orlando, 43,

5805 Elvira, Pinckney, (for-
merly of  Goshen, Indiana)
pleaded guilty in July in
Jay Circuit Court to a
Level 5 felony for unlawful
carrying of  a handgun.
His other charges — two
Level 6 felonies for operat-
ing a vehicle while intoxi-
cated and operating a vehi-
cle with a blood alcohol
level of  0.15% or more, two
Class A misdemeanors for
resisting law enforcement
and possession of  marijua-
na, two Class C misde-
meanors for violating a
driving suspension and
possession of  parapherna-

lia, and a habitual offender
enhancement — were dis-
missed as a part of  his plea
agreement.
He was being held with-

out bond in Jay County
Jail.
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Thursday
Wendel, Melvin: 10:30 a.m.,

Mary Help of Christians
Catholic Church, 403 Sharps-
burg Road, Fort Recovery.

Mann, Alysia: 11 a.m., Fel-
lowship Baptist Church, 289 S.
200 West, Portland.

Friday
Jackson, Larry: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Gregory Bergman
Dec. 18, 1953-Feb. 13, 2025

Gregory “Porky” Bergman,
age 71, a resident of  Portland,
passed away Thursday, Feb. 13,
2025, at his home.
Porky was born Dec. 18, 1953,

in Celina, Ohio, the son of  Wal-
ter and Kathryn (Vonderhyde)
Bergman. 
Porky retired as a truck driv-

er at Cooper Farms. 
Throughout Porky’s life, he

enjoyed hauling livestock, rais-

ing and training
horses and
wheeling and
dealing at auc-
tions, and was
considered a jack
of  all trades. He
was a member of
the VFW in Fort
Recovery, a
founding member of  the Fort
Recovery Riding Club and was
an accomplished saddle bronc
rider.
Survivors include: 

Son — Trent Pearson (wife:
Stacy), Fort Recovery, Ohio
Three daughters — Crystal

Marie Jutte (husband: Kevin),
Celina, Ohio; Karla Marie
Bergman, Portland, Indiana; and
Mindy Imel (husband Craig),
Portland, Indiana
Two brothers — Calvin

Bergman (wife: Teresa), Mary-
land; and Kevin Bergman (wife:
Kim), Ansonia, Ohio
Three sisters — Elaine

Brunswick, Portland, Indiana;
Becky Shreeve (husband Greg),

Salamonia, Indiana; and Miriam
Major (companion David), Pen-
nville, Indiana
Several nieces, nephews and

godchildren.
Grandchildren — Kurt, Kerry,

Kent, Kolton, Grant, Emma, Paul,
Conner, Wyatt, Easton and Alyssa
Great-grandchildren — Elsie,

Clay and Arlo
He was preceded in death by

two brothers, Kenny Bergman
and Kurt Bergman; a sister,
Kirsten Bergman; and a great-
grandchild Weston Jutte.

Private services are scheduled
at a later date. 
Arrangements entrusted to

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city, birth/death date and
services. There is a charge for obit-
uaries, which are accepted only
from funeral homes or mortuary
services.

Obituaries

Bergman

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.90
March corn ..............4.96
April corn ................5.05

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.96
March corn ..............5.04
April corn ................5.15

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.96
March corn ..............4.96
Beans ......................10.31

March beans ..........10.36
Wheat ...................... 5.50

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.92
March corn ..............4.94
Beans ......................10.28
March beans ..........10.32
Wheat ......................5.65

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.84
March corn ..............4.84
Beans ......................10.11
March beans ..........10.16
Wheat .....................5.45

Lotteries

CR almanac

21/13 25/11 31/21 37/29 42/36
Thursday

looks to be
mostly cloudy
with wind
chills as low
as -5 degrees
early.

Monday’s
forecast
shows most-
ly cloudy
skies with
highs in the
lower 40s.

Another
day of mostly
sunny skies
on Sunday,
when the high
will be in the
30s.

Friday’s
forecast shows
mostly sunny
skies in the
morning with
lows at night
around 10.

Saturday
looks to be
mostly sunny
with lows at
night around
20 degrees.

Thursday
2/20

Friday
2/21

Saturday
2/22

Sunday
2/23

Monday
2/24

Powerball
Monday
4-44-47-52-57
Power Ball: 9
Power Play: 4
Estimated jackpot:

$195 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$145 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 0-5-2
Daily Four: 7-3-7-0
Quick Draw: 6-7-8-13-

16-19-20-29-31-33-35-44-48-
52-53-62-70-74-78-79
Evening
Daily Three: 6-8-7

Daily Four: 5-1-7-8
Quick Draw: 5-11-14-

23-27-29-34-35-36-40-43-50-
54-55-57-61-64-68-71-80
Cash 5: 3-5-21-23-44
Estimated jackpot:

$630,500

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 3-0-0
Pick 4: 3-3-9-3
Pick 5: 0-1-5-6-2
Evening
Pick 3: 9-0-0
Pick 4: 6-0-6-7
Pick 5: 3-0-7-4-8
Rolling Cash: 5-11-12-

26-37
Estimated jackpot:

$120,000

In 1878, Thomas Edi-
son patented the phono-
graph, the first machine
to play recorded sound.
In 1942, United States

president Franklin D.
Roosevelt signed an exec-
utive order, directing the
interment of  Japanese
Americans amid World
War II.
In 1945, United States

Marines invaded Iwo
Jima amid the ending
stages of  World War II. 
In 1963, American

author and activist Betty
Friedan published “The
Feminine Mystique.”

The work is renowned for
sparking the second-
wave feminist move-
ment.
In 2016, Andy Kohler,

then a senior at Jay
County High School,
defeated Bloomington
North’s Hunter Dalton by
a 9-1 major decision in
the 182-pound opening
round of  the IHSAA
Wrestling State Finals at
Bankers Life Fieldhouse.
He earned a medal for
coming in sixth place at
the next day’s competi-
tion.

— The CR

Today
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.
6 p.m. — Jay County

Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

Thursday
3 p.m. – Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.
3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-

ty Solid Waste Manage-

ment District board,
5948 W. Indiana 67, Port-
land.
6 p.m. — Dunkirk

Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.
6:30 p.m. — Fort

Recovery School Board,
Community Room, high
school, 400 Butler St.
7 p.m. — Dunkirk City

Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

Tuesday
6 p.m. — Redkey Town

Council, park cabin, 50
Mooney St.

Wednesday
6 p.m. — Dunkirk

Park Board, city build-
ing, 131 S. Main St.

Continued from page 1
In other business, vil-

lage council:
•OK’d transferring

$100,000 from the general
fund to the street repair
maintenance fund
•Heard Mercer County

Commissioners approved
the annexation of  approxi-
mately 7.417 acres in Gib-
son Township. Diller noted
the village must wait 60
days after commissioners’
approval before passing an
ordinance accepting the

annexation and setting
zoning classifications. The
annexation will be in effect
30 days after village coun-
cil approves that ordi-
nance. Properties included
are Miracle Lanes, Mercer
Health Medical Group, a
portion of  Wendel Poul-
try’s property and a lot
owned by Fred Westgerdes.
•Approved a $14,912.50

bill from PMG Consulting
for Shoaf  Consulting’s
work on water plant
improvements designs.

•Heard construction on
a sidewalk along Sharps-
burg Road connecting to
Fort Recovery Middle
School and Elementary
— it’s a Safe Routes to
School project — likely
won’t begin until 2027.
Other projects through
the 100% state-funded
grant include safety
improvements at the
First and Butler streets
intersection near Fort
Recovery High School
and safety enhancements

at the five-point intersec-
tion of  Butler, Boundary,
William and Third
streets.
•Approved a $3,937.09

bill from Eagon and Asso-
ciates for the site study to
determine a location for a
third well in the village.
•Heard the village is

looking for park depart-
ment employees for the
summer as well as a local
resident to fill a vacant
position on Fort Recovery
Cemetery Board.

Burglary
An Indianapolis man was sen-

tenced to five years in prison for
burglary.
Patric K. Wilson, 41, 1901 E 38th

St., Indianapolis, pleaded guilty in
Jay Circuit Court to the Level 5
felony. He was sentenced to 5.5
years in Indiana Department of
Correction and given credit for
time served. 
Wilson was assessed $189 in

court costs and ordered to pay
$7,175 in restitution to the benefit
of  Michael Keller. As part of  his
plea agreement, a Level 6 felony for
theft and habitual offender
enhancement were dismissed.

Drunk driving
An Auburn woman was sen-

tenced to jail for drunk driving.
Stephanie A. Reed, 35, 1042 Susan

St., pleaded guilty in Jay Superior
Court to operating a vehicle while
intoxicated endangering a person
with a passenger younger than 18
years old, a Level 6 felony. She was

sentenced to 545 days in Jay Coun-
ty Jail with all but 12 days sus-
pended and given 12 days credit for
time served. Reed was fined $25,
assessed $189.50 in court costs,
ordered to pay a $200 drug and alco-
hol countermeasures fee and
placed on probation for 533 days.
She was also ordered to submit to
an evaluation within 30 days of  her
sentencing for substance abuse
counseling.  
The court recommended Indiana

Bureau of  Motor Vehicles suspend
her license for one year retroactive
to July 22, 2024. As part of  her plea
agreement, a Level 6 felony for
operating a vehicle with a blood
alcohol level equivalent of  0.15%
or more with a passenger younger
than 18 years old was dismissed.

Domestic battery
Two Indiana residents were sen-

tenced to jail for domestic battery.
Jamey Clark, 50, 503 E. Van

Cleve, Hartford City, pleaded guilty
in Jay Superior Court to domestic

battery resulting in moderate bodi-
ly injury, a Level 6 felony. Clark
was sentenced to 545 days in Jay
County Jail with all but 78 days
suspended and given 78 days credit
for time served. Clark was placed
on probation for 467 days, fined $25,
assessed $189 and ordered to pay a
$50 domestic violence prevention
and treatment fee. He was also
ordered to submit to an evaluation
within 30 days of  his sentencing
for substance abuse counseling.
James M. Starr, 52, 366 West

Washington St., Dunkirk, pleaded
guilty in Jay Superior Court to
domestic battery, a Level 6 felony.
He was sentenced to one year in
Jay County Jail and given 356 days
credit for time served. Starr was
assessed $189 in court costs and
ordered to pay a $50 domestic vio-
lence prevention and treatment
fee. As part of  his plea agreement,
a Class A misdemeanor for resist-
ing law enforcement was dis-
missed.

See page 5

Felony arrests

Rezoning ...

Felony court news



DEAR ABBY: I’ve been mar-
ried to my husband for 30 years.
For the past five years, I’ve
noticed that he is acting a little
different. He’s lost a lot of  weight.
I found out he’s been smoking
drugs. He had this problem years
ago, and I thought we had it beat.
But now I’m getting the impres-
sion that maybe you can’t ever
beat it. 
My daughter gave me a tracker

for my birthday. I put it in his car
to see where he went, and it
showed that he went to an apart-
ment building and was there for
almost an hour. I don’t know who
lives in that building, and I have
never been there. I suspect that
he’s cheating on me. I can’t think
of  another reason he would be in
an apartment building in a really
bad area if  there wasn’t some-
thing keeping him there. When I
asked him where he was, he said,
“Why are you asking me so many
questions?” 
I know my husband lies to me.

I’m at my wits’ end and don’t
know what to do. I know it will be
really hard to leave if  that’s what
I choose to do, but I guess I have
no other choice. When I suggest-
ed marriage counseling, he
refused. I told him he needed to
do drug counseling. He said he
doesn’t have a problem. Clearly,
he does have a problem. I told
him he’s too old for this. What do
you think I should do? — SUSPI-
CIOUS IN MICHIGAN
DEAR SUSPICIOUS: Before

doing anything else, it is
important you protect your-
self. Talk to your doctor about
being checked for STDs. Then
tell your husband about the
tracker and ask him to
explain about the time he’s
spent at that apartment build-
ing. Was he with another
woman? His drug dealer? (If
it’s a woman, does he plan to
continue seeing her?) Depend-

ing upon the answers he gives
you and whether you can
believe them, you may want to
talk to an attorney to deter-
mine how you want to pro-
ceed.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My 95-year-old

mother has been healthy until
recently. She’s in an independent
living facility and is happy there.
I’m the primary caretaker for her
medical needs as her heart has
weakened, and she’s now under
palliative care.
My sister “Julie,” who lives out

of  state, has decided to place a
camera in Mom’s home and track
and record her day and night.
Although Mom doesn’t mind the
camera, it makes me uncomfort-
able to be constantly watched and
monitored while visiting and
assisting her. Julie gets angry if  I
cover the camera while I’m there.
When I remove the cover, I hear
the camera zoom around the
room and focus on us. Am I
wrong to want privacy during my
visits with my mother? — CAM-
ERA-SHY IN COLORADO
DEAR CAMERA-SHY: The

point of  the camera is when
your mother is alone someone
can keep an eye on her. If  you
are there, there should be no
need for the camera. I will
assume you have told your sis-
ter you don’t want your visits
monitored, and she persists in
doing it anyway. Feel free to
cover it while you are there,
but don’t forget to uncover it
when you leave.

Betty J. Buerkle, 44, Pen-
nville, and James E. Goubeaux
Jr., 38, Pennville
Mario J.M. Espinoza, 29,

Bryant, and Jessica N. Vit-
tonel, 45, Bryant
Zachary P. Heitkamp, 23,

Saint Henry, Ohio, and Fausti-
na M. Muhlenkamp, 23,
Bryant
Chelsea L. Burns, 32, Port-

land, and Dylan M. McKibben,
30, Portland
Mykah A.R. Moore, 23, Red-

key, and Zavier Somers, 26,
Redkey
Alan R. Garringer, 42, Red-

key, and Alexis M. McDavid, 31,
Redkey
Ricky J. Jenkins, 68, Portland,

and Dawn Ragsdell, 49, Portland

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community
Center.
PORTLAND ROTARY

CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-
ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
COMMUNITY REIN-

FORCEMENT AND FAM-
ILY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evi-
dence-based intervention
for helping families
affected by addiction
meets at 4 p.m. each

Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.
AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
STITCH AND CHAT-

TER QUILT CLUB
— Meets from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. on the third Thurs-
day of  each month at Jay

Community Center. Show
and teal is at 1 p.m. The
club is open to all ages
and is for anyone who
wants to sew. Bring unfin-
ished projects and a
sewing machine. For
more information, call
Nan Weesner (260) 766-
9334.
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792. 
EN AVANT CLUB —

Meets at 1 p.m. on the
third Thursday of  each
month.
UNDERSTANDING

YOUR SUICIDE GRIEF —
Meets from 1 to 2:30 p.m.
the third Thursday of
each month. The support
group serves to help indi-
viduals who have lost a
loved one to suicide. To
register, contact
Stephanie Patterson at
(260) 251-3259.
ORGAN TRANSPLANT

SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet at 3 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month
in the IU Health Black-
ford main conference
room.
PORTLAND LIONS

CLUB — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. the third Thursday
of  the month at Portland
Lions Civic Center, 307 W.
100 North. 
FORGET-ME-NOT — A

support group for par-
ents, friends and relatives
who have lost a baby
through miscarriage,
birth or illness will meet
from 7 to 9 p.m. at St. Vin-
cent Randolph Hospital,
Winchester, in communi-
ty room 1. For more infor-
mation, call Kimberly
Sibery at (765) 964-6075 or
Nikki Bosworth at (765)
584-6452.

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORICAL

SOCIETY — Is open from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. on the first
and third Friday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113 S. Main St., Dunkirk. 
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N. Merid-
ian St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3259.
CINCINNATUS

LEAGUE — Will hold its
next meeting at noon Fri-
day, Feb. 21, at Harmony
Cafe in Portland.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Community Calendar

Husband’s habits
encourage divorce

Dear
Abby

Photo provided

Tri Kappa Week
Pictured above,  Tri Kappa members Pat Gibson, Linda Frantz, Jodi McKee

and Mary Laux and Portland Mayor Jeff Westlake recognize Feb. 16-22 as Tri Kappa
Week. 

Marriage licenses
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Jack had a love for his hometown
and small towns in general.
Unlike some of  their larger, more
intertwined brethren, they all
have their own personalities.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review
I was lost.
Coming home from a state

press association conference in
Indianapolis, I’d avoided the
tried-and-true route home.
And I’d gotten lost.
Part of  that was intentional, I

guess. It’s always fun to take a
more leisurely approach to what
can become a routine trip. Over
the years, I’ve often found myself
going to Indy via interstates and
coming home via county roads.
But this time I was lost.

My first mistake was to won-
der how much Carmel had been
transformed since the last time I
passed through. The answer was
that it had changed enough that I
didn’t recognize the place.
Moving north from the I-465

loop, I found myself  in unfamil-
iar territory and figured I’d have
to rely upon the old go-north-a-
bit then go-east-a-bit method of
working my way back to Jay
County.

I guess I expected the clutter
and sprawl of  the greater metro-
politan Indianapolis area.
What I hadn’t counted on was

the sameness of  it all.
Beige subdivision after beige

subdivision filled the landscape.
Every retail outlet was a nation-
al chain. I could have been in the
middle of  Indiana or the middle
of  Iowa or the middle of  a dozen
other states for that matter.
Character, that overlooked

something which gives the best
small towns a unique feel all
their own, was nowhere to be
found.
Instead, there were overpriced

cookie-cutter houses and bloated
McMansions.
All of  them carried pricetags

that would choke any Jay County
homebuyer; we’re all accus-

tomed to getting plenty of  house
for the money. But folks were
paying for location, location,
location; Carmel and Fishers are
apparently where they want to
be.
Heading east, feeling my way

through a part of  Hamilton
County that I used to know well
35 years ago, I found myself  mut-
tering under my breath, “You
couldn’t pay me enough to live
here.”
Too much traffic. Too much

sprawl. Too much ugliness. Too
much sameness. And too darned
many people.
I looked down the street of  yet

another beige subdivision as I
drove past. In every driveway sat
either a mini-van or an SUV. I
wondered if  people occasionally
found themselves walking up to

the wrong front door; they all
looked so much alike.
Years ago, back in college, I

remember talking with friends
who had grown up in the sub-
urbs. They loved it.
It never occurred to them that

they were missing something.
And when I told them about

growing up in a small town,
where every house on the block
looked different, where bankers
and truck drivers lived across
the street from one another,
where I knew kids from virtually
every social and economic back-
ground, they looked at me as if  I
had lost my mind.
That’s OK.
They saw it their way. I saw it

mine.
Guess I’m still crazy after all

these years.

Suburban sprawl missed something
Back
in the
Saddle

The Seattle Times
Tribune News Service
It is the stuff  of  science

fiction: artificial intelli-
gence mimicking human
thought.
Is that a good thing or a

bad thing? 
Does it portend a

future where workers are
free of  the most mundane
tasks, or an era of  mas-
sive unemployment
where even poetry, music
and art is churned out of
data centers?
When it comes to AI,

parameters of  the debate
are hard to define. There
is much at stake.
As such, it is worth-

while to review a reflec-
tion published by Pope
Francis last month titled:
“Note on the Relation-
ship Between Artificial
Intelligence and Human
Intelligence.”
Among the observa-

tions:
—“ … as AI models

become increasingly
capable of  independent
learning, the ability to
maintain control over
them to ensure that such
applications serve
human purposes may
effectively diminish.
This raises the critical
question of  how to
ensure that AI systems
are ordered for the good
of  people and not against
them.”
—“AI is currently elim-

inating the need for some
jobs that were once per-
formed by humans. If  AI
is used to replace human
workers rather than com-
plement them, there is a
‘substantial risk of  dis-
proportionate benefit for
the few at the price of  the
impoverishment of
many.’”
—“Individual users,

families, civil society,
corporations, institu-
tions, governments, and
international organiza-
tions should work at
their proper levels to
ensure that AI is used for
the good of  all.”
Executives at Microsoft

— which has invested
tens of  billions of  dollars
into AI — joined with
venture capitalists to cre-
ate a company blog post
on the subject just days
before the November
election.
“Regulation (of  AI)

should be implemented
only if  its benefits out-
weigh its costs,” they
wrote.
In a later interview

with the editorial board,
Microsoft President Brad
Smith, one of  the blog
post authors, clarified
that the benefits should
accrue to the public, not

corporations or the gov-
ernment.
The board asked Smith:

Is there debate about
what constitutes public
benefit?
“Every day and every-

where,” Smith replied.
“But at least that should
define the terms of
debate — what will bene-
fit the public.”
Three days after his

inauguration, President
Donald Trump signed an
Executive Order “elimi-
nating harmful Biden
Administration AI poli-
cies and enhancing
America’s global AI dom-
inance,” according to a
White House fact sheet.
Trump named venture

capitalist David Sacks to
be the “White House AI
and Crypto Czar.”
The fact that the

Trump administration
lumped AI with cryp-
tocurrency seems an odd
pairing. Each has its own
legal, moral and ethical
questions.
Pope Francis and oth-

ers have rightly called for
extensive deliberations
as regulations and poli-
cies roll out.
As one sci-fi author put

it on social media: “I
want AI to do my laundry
and dishes so that I can
do art and writing, not
for AI to do my art and
writing so that I can do
my laundry and dishes.”
That aspiration ought

to be a goal of  all AI tech-
nology yet to come.

Ethical dilemmas of
AI need illumination

By MICHELE KETELHUT
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
As our state lawmakers navigate

another budget season, Medicaid
funding faces both state and
national cuts. I’ve worked as a
home health aide for the last seven
years, and home care services
made possible through Medicaid
funding is an issue that touches
everybody. Everybody will come to
rely on care services at some point
in their life or loves somebody who
will.
I entered this line of  work

because I’m passionate about
working with seniors and people
with disabilities. I take great pride
in my ability to build trust with
folks who struggle to express
themselves and communicate with
others. Home care workers strive
to make our clients feel under-
stood and cared for, and often
times we may be the only person
our clients interact with for days
at a time. At the end of  the day,
this job is about helping people.
I was relieved to see Gov. Mike

Braun propose a budget that fully
funds Medicaid. Our state has a
troubling history of  underestimat-
ing our Medicaid obligations and
reacting by balancing our budget
on the backs of  working people. It
is critical that this year, lawmak-
ers get it right.
Unfortunately, it appears the

governor is continuing the bad
habit of  unnecessary and expen-
sive means-testing measures like
increasing the frequency of  check-
ing people’s Medicaid eligibility
from annually to quarterly.
These measures are a costly

administrative burden for the
state. Strategies to kick people off
Medicaid don’t save us money in
the long run — they just needless-

ly create barriers to access to
a health insurance plan that
improves health outcomes and
increases life expectancy.
I have seen firsthand how these

programs keep people in their
homes and improve their longevi-
ty and quality of  life. They also
save the state money in the long
run because nursing facilities are
much more costly. Our lawmakers
must not only protect Medicaid
funding from potential federal
cuts but also make long-term
investments in our state’s home
care system to make sure we have
the workforce necessary to sup-
port our aging population.
Losing access to these services

is devastating. You can ask any of
the thousands of  Hoosier families
who lost a paid caregiver last year
through the attendant care pro-
gram as a direct result of  our leg-
islators failing to adequately fund
our state’s Medicaid program. Our
clients depend on us to assist with
their daily routines that keep their
household functioning.
Home care requires skill, com-

passion, and an intimate level of
trust with our clients. But far too
often, these skills are undervalued
and underpaid. Especially in Indi-
ana, where wages for home care
workers continue to lag behind
neighboring states like Michigan
and Illinois. In fact, there are fam-
ilies all over our state that desper-
ately need home care services, but

this need is not being met because
we currently don’t have the work-
force necessary to care for every-
one who needs it.
Speaking from personal experi-

ence, I’m currently going back to
school to become a nurse, because
as much as I love my job, I have
obligations to my own family that I
struggle to meet because of  long
hours and low pay that result in
high levels of  turnover and devas-
tating disruptions to care services.
Protecting Medicaid is about

ensuring that all Hoosiers –
regardless of  our income or cir-
cumstances – are taken care of  and
have access to the care they need. I
hope the governor and our state
legislators will provide necessary
and needed funding. This isn’t just
a line item in a budget, this is a
lifeline for thousands of  Hoosiers.

••••••••••
Ketelhut lives in Lafayette and

has been working for a private
home care agency since 2018.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news organ-
ization. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Home health should be protected

Michele
Ketelhut

Guest
Editorial

Pope Francis
and others
have rightly
called for
extensive

deliberations
as regulations
and policies

roll out.

Our lawmakers
must not only

protect Medicaid
funding from

potential federal
cuts but also

make long-term
investments ...



Continued from page 1
Board members had various

questions, with Marcie Vormohr
expressing concern about the
social aspect of  school that will
be lacking for virtual learners.
“Parents are the ones choos-

ing and they’re already choosing
virtual,” said Clark. “And so
we’re trying to keep them as tied
to us as possible. They’re choos-
ing it anyway, whether we do it
or not.”
Chad Towell asked about the

overall financial outlook of  a
virtual academy. Clark indicated
that the cost per student for
Edmentum is about $1,500 per
semester. The school corpora-
tion would receive 85% of  its
regular allocation — about
$5,950 — per virtual student.
Board members Ron Laux,

Donna Geesman, Chip Phillips,
Jon Eads, Aaron Clark, Vor-
mohr and Towell unanimously
approved the pilot virtual acade-
my for 2025-26.
Business manager Shannon

Current presented information
to the board regarding the cor-
poration’s preschool program,
noting that it is running a
$382,723 deficit. Currently, 20
parents still owe more than

$8,000 in preschool fees from the
2023-24 school year. (She suggest-
ed updating the preschool fee
agreement to require the first
month’s fee up front and incen-
tivize parents to pay fees on
time.)
Preschool has traditionally

been funded through the opera-
tions fund, state and federal spe-
cial education funds and Title I
money. She said the funds being
used should be directed to other
areas, specifically adding that
Title I dollars are needed for
kindergarten through sixth
grade programs.
She said the process is under-

way to make Jay Schools eligible
to accept Child Care Develop-
ment Fund vouchers, which it
has not done previously.
Current gave board members

information from other early
childhood education providers,
including Westminster
Preschools Portland, and offered
three options for fee increases
for the 2025-26 school year in an
effort to come closer to balanc-
ing the budget. They break down
as follows:
Existing fees — $355 for two-

day; $480 for three-day; and $630
for five-day

Options A (to match Westmin-
ster) — $1,116 for two-day; $1,674
for three-day; and $2,790 for five-
day
Option B (mid-point between

Westminster and current fees)
— $736 for two-day; $1,077 for
three-day; and $1,170 for five-day
Option C (half  of  Westminster

fee) — $558 for two-day; $837 for
three-day; and $1,395 for five-day
“The goal here is to make a

sustainable program that can
balance the budget for it,” said
Gulley.
Looking ahead to March meet-

ings, Gulley asked board mem-
bers to expect a special session
March 3 at the junior-senior to
tour the facility as part of  ongo-
ing discussions about a potential
capital project and a work ses-
sion March 31 to discuss project
options. The board’s regular
meeting is March 17. All of  those
meetings will begin at 5 p.m.
Gulley said he also expects the

hiring of  a new football coach to
be on the agenda for one of  the
March meetings. He indicated
that the hiring committee
requested that the item be pulled
from Monday’s agenda to give it
more time with the process.
Administrators would not

comment further on the football
coaching situation because it is
a personnel issue.
In other business, the board:
•During the Patriot Pride

moment, thanked Jay County
resident Larry Eads for raising
funds for picnic tables and
benches that will be added in the
area of  the new concession, rest-
room and locker room building.
•Accepted the resignation of

Jerry Bomholt as physical edu-
cation teacher and basketball
coach.
•Approved the following:

extracurricular assignments
including Brogan Gary as inter-
im boys basketball coach and
Jay Houck as boys golf  coach;
overnight or out-of-state field
trips for the FFA livestock, soil
judging and officer teams; can-
celing checks more than two
years old; new actions taken in
response to the September tor-
nado; and homeschool classes
for this summer. 
•Accepted donations of  $1,900

for Redkey Elementary School
from Dunkirk Kiwanis and
$1,000 and $800 from First Bank
of  Berne for the school swim
teams and for benches and
tables, respectively.
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Continued from page 1
“I guarantee you, in 20 years, 30

years, if  you’re still here, you’re
going to deal with property tax
reform up until the point we get
property tax back where it
belongs — at the local level of
responsibility,” said Sen. Jim
Buck, R-Kokomo. “(Counties)
bragged about not raising the
rate, but they sure skimmed off
all of  the (assessed value) … I
hope we get to the point where we

start going to zero-base budgeting
for locals.
“We’ve got to make the local

people responsible,” Buck contin-
ued. 
Other Republican supporters

said the bill amounted to a tax
cut, earning their support. 
“It’s probably not my first

choice of  how I would deal with
property taxes, but it’s a cut,”
said Sen. Mike Gaskill, R-Pendle-
ton. “… property tax is really a

horrible way to tax our residents.
Over the last 100 years, we’ve had
repeated examples where the
property taxes have gotten out of
hand at the local level due to the
actions of  the locals.”
Gaskill pointed to seniors or

those who’ve owned their homes
for decades and saw their proper-
ty values swell but might be on a
fixed income. 
Sen. Greg Taylor, one of  two

Democrats who voted in support

of  the bill, likened property taxes
to “financing vehicles” like mort-
gages. Property taxes would only
decrease if  home values fell, he
noted. He added that property
taxes pay for local services, such
as road maintenance. 
Rep. Jeff  Thompson, R-Lizton,

controls the calendar in the
House Ways and Means Commit-
tee and indicated that the proper-
ty tax bill could be heard as early
as March 5.

Drove off road
An Ohio semi driver com-

plained of  back pain after los-
ing control of  his vehicle and
driving off  Indiana 1 about 7
p.m. Monday.
Eric Rangira, 36, Columbus,

was driving a 2023 Kenworth
T680 north on the highway
near county road 400 South
when he drove across a patch
of  ice. Rangira lost control of
the semi, causing it to leave the
east side of  the road and con-
tinue off-road until stopping
across 400 South. He struck
signs owned by Indiana
Department of  Transportation
and Jay County Highway
Department.
Rangira was evaluated by

Jay Emergency Medical Serv-
ice. 
The vehicle he was driving

— it’s registered to Werner
Enterprises of  Omaha,
Nebraska — was towed, with
damage estimated between
$10,000 and $25,000.

Backing accident
Damage is estimated

between $2,500 and $5,000 after
a Union City man backed into
an Illinois man’s vehicle at
Motel 6 in Portland.
James M. Stewart, 43, was

backing up his 2020 Chevrolet
Sonic at 1147 U.S. 27 when he
struck the passenger’s side of
a 2008 Ford F-150 driven by 23-
year-old Eli I. Conley of  Watse-
ka.

Hit mailbox
A Geneva woman crashed

her car into a mailbox along
U.S. 27 in Jay County about 8:30
a.m. Monday.
Virginia L. Joyner, 88, was

driving her 2010 Chrysler 300
south on the highway near
county road 300 North when
she lost control of  her vehicle
because of  slick road condi-
tions. 
Her vehicle went off  the east

side of  the highway and struck
a mailbox, then swerved across
the road and left the west side
of  the highway.
Damage is estimated

between $1,000 and $2,500.

Capsule
Reports

Virtual ...

Tax ...

Continued from page 2
Drug possession
Multiple Jay County people

were sentenced to serve time for
drug possession.
Curtis A. Faught, 42, 328 South

Jaqua Ave., Portland, pleaded
guilty in Jay Superior Court to
possession of  methamphetamine,

a Level 6 felony. He also admitted
he is a habitual offender. Faught
was sentenced to 545 days in Indi-
ana Department of  Correction
and given 258 days credit for time
served. Faught was fined $25,
assessed $189 in court costs and
ordered to pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction and cor-

rection fee. As part of  his plea
agreement, a Class C misde-
meanor for possession of  para-
phernalia was dismissed. 
Gary L. Hines, 46, Portland,

pleaded guilty in Jay Superior
Court to possession of  metham-
phetamine, a Level 6 felony. He
was sentenced to 545 days in Jay

County Jail. Hines was fined $25,
assessed $189 in court costs and
ordered to pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. 

Cases dismissed
Indiana v. Curtis W. Mock,

Level 6 felony

Felony court news



ACCULEVEL. YOUR
foundation repair and
basement waterproofing
experts. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or
concrete slab we?ll guide
you on the right path to a
healthy home. Act now!
Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free
consultation. 1-877-229-
0197
ADVERTISERS:  You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
BECOME A  Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution.
CALL FOR  Your Free
Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/hoosier
CALL LEAFGUARD
and say goodbye to gut-
ter cleaning for good. No
cleaning. No leaking. No
water damage. No more
ladder accidents. Get
LeafGuard today and be
protected for life. FREE
estimate. Financing
available. 20% off total
purchase (Restrictions
may apply.) Call 1-866-
641-9158
CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR  - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no
hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and
text, starting at just
$20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-
572-5165
DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-
844-244-7025 www.den-
tal50plus.com/hoosier
#6258
DIRECTV-  All your
entertainment. Nothing
on your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first
three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice
package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931
DO YOU  know whatís in
your water? Leaf Home
Water Solutions offers
FREE water testing and
whole home water treat-
ment systems that can
be installed in as little
one day. 15% off your
entire purchase. Plus
10% senior & military
discounts. Restrictions
apply. Schedule your
FREE test today. Call 1-
855-966-4836
DONATE YOUR  car,
truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-877-414-
2352 today!
ELIMINATE GUTTER
cleaning forever! LeafFil-
ter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. Plus 10%
Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-361-
4260
FREEDOMCARE. LET
your loved ones care for
you and get paid!†Paid
by Medicaid. Choose
family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check
your eligibility today! Call
FreedomCare now! 1-
844-563-4012
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in
The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new
job,

the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 
• Dental • Vision

• Medicare
Supplements •

Annuities
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GET A  break on your
taxes! Donate your car,
truck, or SUV to assist
the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a
swift, no-cost vehicle
pickup and secure a gen-
erous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the
Blind Today at 1-833-
587-2145 today!
JACUZZI BATH
Remodel can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one
day. For a limited time,
waiving ALL installation
costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-
866-937-1159
NEW WINDOWS  from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer - zero
down, zero payments,
zero interest for TWO
years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE!
Offer is valid for select
models. Labor not includ-
ed. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
PREPARE FOR  power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-866-
953-2203 today to
schedule a free quote.
It?s not just a generator.
It?s a power move.
PREPARE FOR  power
outages with Briggs &
StrattonÆ PowerPro-
tect(TM) standby gener-
ators - the most powerful
home standby genera-
tors available. Industry-
leading comprehensive
warranty - 7 years ($849
value.) Proudly made in
the U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-877-798-
0270.

SAFE STEP.  North
Americaís #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and
service. Now featuring
our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-855-743-
1911
WE BUY  Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-
855-655-7718
WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207
WHEN YOU  want the
best, you want Omaha
Steaks! 100% guaran-
teed and delivered to
your door! Our Butcherís
Deluxe Package makes
a great gift and comes
with 8 FREE Burgers
ONLY $99.99. Call 1-
866-309-8556 and men-
tion code 77318GER or
visit www.oma-
hasteaks.com/Deluxe98
78
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION &
ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built homes,
new garages, pole barns,
interior/ exterior remodel-
ing, drywall, windows,
doors, siding, roofing,
foundations. 260-726-
5062, leave message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

MARION YOUNG
FARMERS 

Consignment Auction
Mercer Landmark,
Chickasaw, Ohio

Between U.S. Rt. 127 &
New Bremen
on St. Rt. 274

SATURDAY, MARCH
15th
10 A.M.

PLEASE CONSIGN
YOUR EQUIPMENT
WITH ONE OF THE
FOLLOWING:

Cole Luthman ñ 937-
658-1380

Jacob Wuebker -937-
417-8798

Please call by Feb. 27 to
Ensure Advertising

WE WILL BE TAKING IN
EQUIPMENT

THURSDAY & FRIDAY
before the sale

No items Will be Con-
signed Saturday Morn-

ing
COLDWATER AUCTION

SERVICE
PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall at the Jay

County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,

IN 
February 22nd, 2025

9:00 A. M.
ANTIQUES-OLD &

COLLECTORS-HOUSE-
HOLD GOODS

Oak curved glass china
cabinet with leaded
glass, Oak Sellers
kitchen cabinet with
carmel slag glass

inserts, Oak parlor table
with carved dog, Coca
Cola ice chest cooler,
1960ís Shelby Cobra
“500” Wheels and hub
caps, vintage barberís
chair, LIGHTED BEER
SIGNS: 30+ , Budweiser
Clydesdale Team Pool
Table Light (in original
box), gold handle walk-
ing sticks, Quaker State
Oil Clock;  Aurora Slot
Car racing set,and many
other items not listed.
GUNS-MOWERS-

TOOLS
Taurus 9 mm, Keltec
380 auto, Colt Agent 38
SPL revolver, Glock 17-
9mm, Lawn Boy self
propelled push mower,
drywall sprayer, McCul-
loch chain saw and

many other items not
listed.

AUCTIONEERS NOTE: 
Doors will open at 7:30
a.m. day of auction for
preview.  Please note
that we will be running 2
rings a portion of the

day.
MARLENE ARMIE RUN-

YON AND 
JAMES FAMILY
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kayden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday March 15th,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 783 S 600E
Portland, IN.

OPEN HOUSE  Sunday
March 2nd & Sunday
March 9th 1-3p.m. or for
private showing phone

auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE

30 Acres in Section 21,
Noble Twp., Jay County.
Sold in parcels and
combinations.

Tract 1:  2 Acres with 3
bedroom farmhouse
containing 2272 sq. ft.
finished living area and

30 x 48í pole
barn/garage.  Partial
basement.  Pole barn
has cement floor, 3
overhead doors and

office area.
Tract 2:  28 Acres with
approx.. 20 tillable, bal-
ance being wooded and
road frontage on CR

600 E. 
OWNER: LARRY BICK-
EL ESTATE By Kent

Bickel, PR.
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial

Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage78
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Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA 
COUNTY OF JAY, SS: 

IN THE JAY 
CIRCUIT COURT

CAUSE NO.: 
38C01-2411-EU-000033

IN THE MATTER OF THE
UNSUPERVISED 

ESTATE OF: 
SONJA K. YOHE,

DECEASED.
NOTICE OF UNSUPER-

VISED ADMINISTRATION
In the Jay Circuit Court:

In the Matter of the Estate of
Sonja K. Yohe, deceased.

Notice is hereby given that
Amber D. Wanken was on
2/13/2025, appointed Personal
Representative of the Estate
of Sonja K. Yohe, deceased,
who died on October 14, 2024,
leaving a Last Will and Testa-
ment.
All persons having claims
against said estate, whether
or not now due, must file the
same in said Court within
three (3) months from the date
of the first publication of this
notice or said claims will be
forever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana, on
February 14, 2025.

Melissa Elliott
CLERK

John B. LaRue 14018-18
4910 N. Wheeling Ave.

Muncie, IN 47304
765-287-1717

CR 2-19,26-2025-HSPAXLP
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 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE

COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW

up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141
READ THE CR

THEN RECYCLE

Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today
Fort Recovery — Girls bowling dis-

trict at Beavercreek – 9 a.m.

Thursday
Jay County — Boys swim sectional

hosts preliminaries – 5:30 p.m.; Junior
high wrestling at Northside – 5:30 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Boys basketball (includ-

ing freshmen) at Norwell – 6 p.m.

TV sports
Today

2:30 p.m. — Premier League soccer:
Aston Villa at Liverpool (USA)
6:30 p.m. — College basketball:

Nebraska at Penn State (BTN)
7 p.m. — College basketball: Cincin-

nati at West Virginia (ESPN2); N.C. State at
North Carolina (ESPN); Providence at
Georgetown (FS1)
8:30 p.m. — College basketball: Ore-

gon at Iowa (BTN)
9 p.m. — College basketball: Arkansas

at Auburn (ESPN); Gonzaga at Washington
State (ESPN2); St. John’s at DePaul (FS1)

10:30 p.m. — College basketball: Rut-
gers at Washington (BTN)

Thursday
6:30 p.m. — College basketball: North-

western at Ohio State (FS1)
7 p.m. — NBA: Memphis Grizzlies at

Indiana Pacers (FDSN Indiana); Boston
Celtics at Philadelphia 76ers (TNT)
7 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:

Louisville at Duke (ESPN2)
7:30 p.m. — Women’s college basket-

ball: Maryland is Northwestern (BTN)
8 p.m. — Four Nations hockey: Canada

at USA (ESPN)
8 p.m. — Shebelieves Cup Women

soccer: United States at Colombia (TBS)
8:30 p.m. — College basketball: USC

at Maryland (FS1)
9 p.m. — College basketball: Wichita

State at Florida Atlantic (ESPN2)
9:30 p.m. — NBA: Phoenix Suns at

San Antonio Spurs (TNT)
9:30 p.m. — Women’s college basket-

ball: Illinois at UCLA (BTN)
11 p.m. — College basketball: Loyola

Marymount at Santa Clara (ESPN2)
••••••••••

To have an event listed in “Sports on
tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Continued from page 8
“Cars lifting off  the

ground like that — that felt
honestly worse than Day-
tona in 2023, so I don’t
know,” Preece said.
What felt worse?
“Everything about it,”

he said. “Airborne. Head-
ing toward the fence. I
mean, it’s just not a good
place to be. Honestly, with
a hit like that, a head-on
impact, I don’t really think
it should’ve gone airborne,
right? So I’m just not very
happy.”
Preece specifically said

the Next Gen car package
needed to be safer on
superspeedways. NASCAR
made steps to combat
going airborne, specifical-
ly, in October, but those
changes weren’t enough in
Preece’s eyes.
Others in the NASCAR

garage who saw the wreck
empathized with Preece.
“What is that, two years

ago that he had that other
incident?” said Jeff  Gor-
don, the vice chairman of
Hendrick Motorsports, a
team that got into Victory
Lane with William Byron’s
win. “Of  course he’s going
to be vocal about that. You
never want to get airborne
in a car once, let alone
what he’s been through.
“I know NASCAR

always is looking at those
incidents and trying to fig-
ure out what they can do
better to keep the cars on
the ground.
“I think as teams we’ll

offer everything we can,
but we’re focused on build-
ing fast race cars to go win
and be safe. And we have
to rely on NASCAR to do
the testing to try to keep
the cars on the ground and
be as safe as possible.”

Calls ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Schoenlein shoots
Madie Schoenlein takes a transition layup while April Hillman

of Triad contests during Saturday’s OHSAA Division VI Southwest 2
sectional championship at Covington. The Indians came out on top 48-
19 to secure their first playoff win in three seasons.

By DAN WOIKE
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service
SAN FRANCISCO —

LeBron James, set to start
in the NBA All-Star Game
for the 21st consecutive sea-
son, removed himself
before the game Sunday,
saying foot and ankle sore-
ness wouldn’t allow him to
compete.
James, 40, played in the

Lakers’ loss Wednesday in
Utah. James said he woke
up Sunday morning hop-
ing his foot felt good
enough to allow him to
play, but ultimately, he pri-
oritized the remainder of
the regular season and the
Lakers’ pending playoff
push.
“I felt like it’s very

important for me to take
care of  myself  and under-
stand what’s coming on,”
James said. “I don’t want to
say it’s ‘maintenance,’ but
it is maintenance. But at
the same time, it’s I have to
look out for myself  when it
comes to this injury that
I’ve been dealing with for
years, and so I hope to be
available on Wednesday.”
Because of  the late

scratch, James was not
replaced on the All-Star
roster.
James was scheduled to

play with a group of  veter-
an All-Stars that included
Stephen Curry, Kevin
Durant and James Harden
against the Rising Stars
tournament champion
team in a new mini-tourna-
ment format the league
introduced to try to
improve competitiveness.
James’ first-round game

was set to be against his
Lakers’ teammate Dalton
Knecht.

“You won’t see anything
from me tonight, unfortu-
nately. I will not be in uni-
form tonight,” James said.
“Still dealing with ankle
and foot discomfort. I will
not be playing tonight,
unfortunately. I hate that,
but I’m looking forward to
seeing the format. This is
the first year for it. I know
we got a lot of  great, they
call us the OGs. That’s
hilarious. We got a few
guys with gray hairs so
that makes sense. But that
should be fun.”
James said he planned

on returning to Los Ange-
les postgame to resume
treatment on his foot and
ankle. The Lakers have an
abbreviated All-Star
break, playing on Wednes-
day against Charlotte in a
game rescheduled because
of  the January wildfires.
“There will be no vaca-

tion for me,” James said.
“I head back to L.A.
tonight and back to rehab
tomorrow and getting
ready for practice on Tues-
day. And hopefully I can
play against Charlotte on
Wednesday and hopefully
play against Portland on
Thursday. So it’s a big
stretch for us.”
The Lakers are current-

ly in playoff  position with
a record of  32-20 that has
them in fifth place in the
Western Conference.
James declined to com-

ment on the overall state
of  the game, saying he
thought the influence  of
international stars has
been a benefit and that
players have to continue to
engage with audiences
without getting into
specifics.

LeBron won’t play
in All-Star game
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Indians girls bowling
compete at district today,
see Sports on tap

JCHS basketball silenced
a Yorktown comeback bid,

see story below

Eleanor Groves was
selected as the inaugural
Graphic Printing Com-
pany Girls Swimmer of
the Year.
“I appreciate any

recognition,” said
Groves, who made her
third consecutive state
appearance in the 50-
and 100-yard freestyle
events. “I did a lot of
weightlifting over the
summer and it made me
get a lot stronger. And I
think having a different
mindset going into the
races has really helped
me because I’ve been a
more positive person.”
She went on to finish

34th in the 50 freestyle
with a time of  24.74 sec-
onds and 28th in the 100
freestyle in 54.29 sec-
onds.
Her season also

included the best times
of  her career in both
events helping the
Eagles to a second-place
finish in the Hoosier
Heritage Conference.
“I’m still proud of

myself  for swimming
really good at conference
and getting the 23.4 and

the 51.8,” Groves said. “I
wish it had come at a bet-
ter time, but I’m still
glad I made some time
drops.”
Her swims broke the

HHC and Delta school
records in both events,
finishing the 50 freestyle
in 23.41 seconds and the
100 freestyle in 51.86 sec-
onds. 
Groves also participat-

ed in the 200 medley and
200 freestyle relay teams
that made it to state, the
latter of  which climbed
five places from its seed
for a 27th-place finish.
“We wouldn’t have a

lot of  these relays and
stuff  without her,” said
DHS co-head coach Ali-
son Jackson, with coach
Laura Seibold-Caudill
seconding the sentiment.
“She brings that speed to
the team and makes
them all want to work a
little bit harder. When
she works with everyone
else, it makes her want
to work harder too.”

All-GPC team
2024-25 girls swim

All-Graphic Printing Company first team

Alivia Jackson
Delta sophomore

Lora Warrner
Delta junior

Annie Jackson
Delta senior

Grier Backus
Delta junior

Backus finished as the top diver in the GPC’s coverage area, earning her third
straight sectional title before placing 10th at the regional.

Joelle Kaup
Fort Recovery senior

Kaup was the only Indian to reach the district meet, swimming a 25.84-second
50-yard freestyle and finishing the 100 backstroke in 1:04.36.

The younger Jackson sister qualified for the state tournament in four events and
combined with the following selections to set Delta’s 400-yard freestyle relay record
at 3:44.18.

The elder Jackson sister punched her ticket to state in the 100-yard butterfly for
the fourth straight year. She also advanced in the 200 IM and 200 medley and the
400 freestyle relays.

Warrner found a specialty in the 100-yard backstroke, setting the Eagles’ school
record at the sectional and improving it to 1 minute, 00.49 seconds at state.

Eleanor Groves
Delta High School junior

Graphic Printing
Company Girls

Swimmer of the Year

Jordan Bunch, junior, Delta
Brooklynn Byrum, freshman, Jay County

Aubrey Millspaugh, senior, Jay County
Shiloh Bunch, freshman, Delta

Honorable mention

Cole Forthofer had a big
game the first time the
Patriots took down a sec-
tional opponent, scoring
18 points in a 58-56 double-
overtime victory over the
New Castle Trojans.
The Patriots couldn’t

get the center going in the
next game against a poten-
tial postseason foe as he
scored eight in the 60-44
loss at Delta.
When the Tigers came

to town, it was a return to
form as the Patriot big
man powered early offense
for the win.
Forthofer scored a

game-high 18 points for
the Jay County High
School boys basketball
team as it took down a sec-
ond sectional opponent on
the year, beating the York-
town Tigers 42-36 on Sat-
urday.
The Jay County (10-8)

junior came out strong,
scoring 12 of  the team’s 17
first-quarter points. He
was held to just six points
the rest of  the night, on a
pair of  buckets and two
free throws. Yorktown (5-
14) only managed five
points in the frame, on a
Mason Trammell triple

and a hoop by Jabin
Barnes
Tucker Griffin followed

with 11, including eight
that powered a 14-11 sec-
ond quarter advantage to
enter halftime with a 31-16
lead.
The Tigers clawed back

from the deficit by out-
sourcing JCHS 11-2 in the
third period, but couldn’t
complete the comeback in
the fourth. Barnes led
YHS with 12 points, half
of  which came in the
third, while Ryan Burk-
holder followed with nine
in the second half.

Forthofer powers
Patriots sectional foe

By ALEX ZIETLOW
The Charlotte Observer
Tribune News Service
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — As the

final laps of  a thrilling Daytona 500
whizzed around him, Ryan Preece was
somewhere else — physically and men-
tally.
Physically, after an admirable run

that ended in a gnarly wreck with fewer
than 10 laps to go, he stood in the
infield care center grass, somehow
safe.
Mentally, he was with his child.
“I don’t want to be the example, when

it finally does get somebody,” Preece
said. “And I don’t want it to be me. I got
a 2-year-old daughter, just like a lot of
us.”
The driver of  the No. 60 Cup car

added: “Something needs to be done.”
Preece was referring to the wreck he

endured on Sunday at Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway: the one where he was
knocked in the side by an out-of-control
Christopher Bell, into Erik Jones, and
up into the air at 190-plus miles per
hour — floating and flipping upside
down until he crashed into the wall,
almost into the fence.
It was eerily similar to a tumble in

2023 in the Daytona summer race. In
that one, he somersaulted 10 times, was
transported to a local hospital, was

released and was racing the next week
— bloody eyes and all.
And yet, even though this one wasn’t

as flashy, Preece said this wreck was
scarier than his previous tumble. He
did what he didn’t do two years ago:
show that he wasn’t only fearful for his
health but for his life and express his
frustration that NASCAR’s car let this
happen again, less than two years
removed from his previous scare.
He also, in a departure from his

choices in 2023, called out NASCAR
this time around.

See Calls page 7

Ryan Preece calls for
safety improvements

Diver calls for
change after

airborne crash at
Daytona 500 with
less than 10 laps

remaining


