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Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  56 degrees Tues-
day. The low was 36.

Tonight’s low will be 30
with winds gusting to 25 mph.
Expect mostly sunny skies Fri-
day with a high in the lower
50s and continued windy con-
ditions.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

David James, 82, Pen-
nville

Details on page 2.

Indiana Broadband Office
will host a public listening ses-
sion from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Tues-
day, March 4, at Jay County
Public Library in Portland.
The sessions are an opportuni-
ty to hear updates on Indiana’s
broadband expansion efforts
and learn more about state pro-
grams and how they will
impact communities.

Friday — Additional
details about the pending sale
of  WPGW Radio.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS boys basketball
game against Bellmont.

Tuesday — Photos from
the Fort Recovery choir
cabaret concert.

Deaths In review Coming upWeather

Doubling up
By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

A lumber executive
who is actually an
escaped thief  and a
retired riverboat captain
who thinks he’s a pirate.

A cabbage farmer’s
widow and a mysterious
out-of-towner.

A confident homeown-
ers association president
and a former pageant
queen.

Jay County Junior-
Senior High School
Drama Club actors will
perform in those dual
roles and others as they
take the stage in their
production of  “If  a
Woodchuck Could
Chuck Wood.”

The comedy by Brian
Sylvia is designed for
each of  the five main
performers to play mul-
tiple roles, which gives
them a chance to stretch
their acting chops, said
director Cain Bilbrey.

“There's some fun
characters,” he added.
“Everybody in the show
has to play two — there’s
one who actually techni-
cally plays three — but
everybody plays two
characters. And so it
gives the students and
opportunity to really
sink their teeth into and
flip flop and remember
who they are when they
walk out … They get to
vacillate between two
difference characters. …

“Watching them get to
grow and play the two
different characters and
develop two different
voices and get two differ-
ent looks, I think that
challenges them.”

The show — it opens at
7 p.m. tonight with addi-
tional performances at 7
p.m. Friday and 2 p.m.
Sunday — features the
eccentric residents of
the Woodchuck Estates
trailer community. A

lumber executive who is
actually an escaped
thief, played by Ethan
Spencer, arrives with
hopes of  buying the
facility and its 200-plus

acres of  wooded proper-
ty.

“He gets a chance to
have … three different
voices, three different
distinct characters,” said

Bilbrey. “It’s challenging
for him. I think he’s
going to do great with it.”

The executive/thief
seems to fool all of  the
residents, who instead

have their attention on
Lucinda Sharpe, the
mysterious out-of-town-
er played by senior
Maley Recker.

See Doubling page 2

Comedy stretches Jay County High School actors
as everyone in ‘Woodchuck’ plays multiple roles

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A former Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office deputy
will spend 1.5 years on
probation for a crime
committed while working
for the department.

Derek J. Bogenschutz,
37, Peru, pleaded guilty
Wednesday to identity
deception, a Level 6
felony. He was sentenced
to 545 days in Jay County
Jail with all of  his sen-
tence suspended.

According to Indiana
Code, identity deception
is defined as “a person
who, with intent to
defraud or harm another
person, knowingly or
intentionally obtains,
possesses, transfers, or
uses identifying informa-
tion to profess to be
another person.”

Bogenschutz pleaded
guilty to the crime, which
occurred on Jan. 16, 2024.
He resigned from the
sheriff ’s office on Feb. 29,
2024.

According to the proba-
ble cause affidavit filed in
connection with his case,
Bogenschutz used a fake
Facebook account — it
had been created for state
department investiga-
tions — under the name
of  Katie Morgan to con-
tact a West Jay Elemen-
tary School teacher. He
previously worked part-
time as a school resource
officer and went on a date
with the teacher, the affi-
davit says.

Bogenschutz told the
teacher that Katie Mor-
gan and the teacher’s
boyfriend were in a rela-
tionship and that the
boyfriend had been “play-
ing them,” documents say. 

See Pleads page 2

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

REDKEY — The fire depart-
ment needs a new firetruck.

Redkey Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment firefighter Mark Leavell
shared options Tuesday with
two Redkey Town Council mem-
bers.

The board didn’t have a quo-
rum for its scheduled meeting
and therefore wasn’t able to take
any action.

Leavell explained the fire
department’s back-up “pumper”
(firetruck) is more than 44 years
old. The 1981 truck barely passed
the annual state-mandated pump
test last year, Leavell said, with
black smoke billowing out of  the
engine.

“The gentleman that did the
pump test said that he was very
hesitant to do the pump test even
next year because he was afraid
that we would do some major
damage to the engine of  the
truck,” explained Leavell.

He noted it’s not the pump but
the engine that’s the problem.
The town’s next inspection is
slated for September or October.

Potential solutions could
include purchasing a new truck
or replacing the engine. Leavell

explained a used 10- to 15-year-
old firetruck ranges between
$175,000 to $200,000. Used trucks
around 20 to 25 years old cost
between $100,000 and $125,000.
Used firetrucks around 30 years
old cost between $50,000 and
$75,000.

Leavell cautioned against a 30-
year-old truck, noting the depart-
ment’s other firetruck is a 1996
model. He pointed out both
trucks would need to be replaced
around the same time in the
future.

Another option would be to
replace the engine in the 1981
truck, although Leavell cau-
tioned it would cost $30,000 to
$35,000.

“The problem is, if  you put
that much money into that old of
a truck, there’s other things that
are going to go wrong with that
truck down the road,” he said.

Leavell suggested council look
into pulling from its cumulative
capital improvement fund,
which he said has $141,000 avail-
able. He also referenced loan
terms for municipalities
through Indiana Bond Bank and
potential state grants.

Leavell pointed out used
firetrucks tend to sell quickly.
He asked council to think about
its preferred choice. He asked
council to authorize the fire
department to make a purchase
in order to replace the 1981
truck, recommending council
allot up to $125,000. 

Relatedly, Leavell noted all of
the department’s current vehi-
cles are more than 20 years old,
with most approaching 30. He
suggested creating a plan for
how to pay for replacing vehi-
cles in the future.

See Redkey page 2

Redkey needs new firetruck

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Danielle Wright performs as Willie Montgomery during Tuesday’s rehearsal for the Jay
County Junior-Senior High School production of “If a Woodchuck Could Chuck Wood.” Wright also
plays “Dr. Justice” Edgar McVee in the show as every cast member plays two characters.

Bogenschutz
sentenced to

545 days,
all suspended

Former
deputy
pleads
guilty

Tribune News Service/The Sacramento Bee/Renee C. Byer

Showing support
Hundreds turned out on Monday for a Stand

with Ukraine event at the California State Capitol,
marking the third anniversary of Russia's invasion of
the country, in Sacramento, California. The event drew
a diverse crowd, including Ukrainian Americans, local
leaders and a Russian dissident who fled Moscow to
avoid fighting in the war.

Pumper is almost 45 years old
and has had engine problems
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Today
Fuller, Jereldene: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Friday
Keller, Charles: 10:30 a.m.,

Mary Help of Christians
Catholic Church, 403 Sharps-
burg Road, Fort Recovery.

Heston, Herbert: 11 a.m.,
MJS Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian
St., Redkey.

Wilhelm, Debbie: 2 p.m.,
Goodway Baptist church, 14065
W. 400 North, Medaryville.

Saturday
Evans, Robley: 10:30 a.m.,

First Presbyterian Church, 215 E.
Dustman Road, Bluffton.

James, David: 5 p.m., Baird-
Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

David James
June 14, 1942-Feb. 24, 2025

David R. James, age 82, of  Pen-
nville passed away on Monday, Feb.
24, 2025, in IU Health Ball Memorial
Hospital in Muncie. 

He was born in Pennville on June
14, 1942, the son of  Russell and
Frances (Morrical) James. He was
married on Aug. 26, 1961, to Patricia
DeHoff  who survives. 

David was a lifelong farmer and
1960 Pennville High School graduate.
He enjoyed doing carpentry work.

Surviving are his wife Patricia;
one son, Daren James (wife: Amy) of

Fishers; two daugh-
ters, Dana James of
Pennville and Kimbra
Blankenbaker of  Pen-
nville; two sisters,
Barbara Funk (hus-
band: Everett) of  New
Haven and Susie
Baumgartner of
Ohio; seven grand-
children; and four great-grandchil-
dren; and several nieces and
nephews. 

He was preceded in death by a
brother, Robert James.

A celebration of  life service will be
held at 5 p.m. on Saturday, March 1,

at 5 p.m. in the Baird-Freeman
Funeral Home. Family will receive
guests from 3 to 5 p.m. 

Memorials can be made to the
Parkinson’s Foundation. 

Condolences may be expressed at
bairdfreeman.com.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city of
residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

Continued from page 1
Hijinks ensue as the over-the-

top characters interact with
each other.

Spencer also plays the retired
riverboat captain who thinks
he’s a pirate while Recker dou-
bles as the cabbage farmer’s
widow. 

“She’s grown leaps and
bounds,” said Bilbrey. “She has
a strong character. … She’s
doing well. I like her accents. I
like what she’s doing with that
role.”

The rest of  the cast includes
Cheyenne Ladewig as the confi-
dent HOA president and a for-
mer pageant queen, Aeroelet
Cooke as a teen aspiring jour-
nalist and the mayor, and
Danielle Wright as an aging
hippie activist and a retired
Vaudeville writer.

There is also a local radio/TV
personality via voice over and a
handful of  other roles.

“It leant itself  to a small
cast,” said Bilbrey. “It’s actual-
ly written to where it could be a

male or a female in a lot of  the
roles. … It’s a cute show. It’s
kinda quirky.”

Tickets for each perform-
ance are $5 and will be avail-
able at the door.

“I hope we get people to come
out and see the show, support
the drama club,” said Bilbrey.

“We just want people to come
out and enjoy it and support
these kids. They work hard.”

Doubling ...

Continued from page 1
Also, council member Gavin

Grady has resigned. He submitted
a formal to Jay County Clerk’s
Office Feb. 14, effective immediate-
ly. Grady didn’t respond to The
Commercial Review for comment
before press time. Jay County
Republican Party chairman Jenae
Blasdel will need to find a replace-
ment for the open seat, which was
originally occupied by former
council member Chance Retter
before he resigned last year.

Town marshal Jon Cave is also
no longer working for Redkey. Cave
recently started as an officer for
Portland Police Department.

In other business, council mem-
bers “Watermellon” Jim Phillips
and Brenda Beaty, absent Floyd
Life and Dave Dudelston:

•Discussed graffiti issues. Beaty
noted recent vandalism at the park
and the water tower, despite the lat-

ter having fencing around it. Beaty
pointed out it would cost $150,000
to repaint the tower. She also sug-
gested looking into how to make
the tower less open to vandals, not-
ing the liabilities involved in an
accident.

•Heard plans from utility worker
Ted Kolodka to update the town’s
snow plowing policy, which allows
the town to plow roads after a cer-
tain amount of  snow. Kolodka
would like to adjust the threshold,
which currently requires 4 inches
or more of  snow, down to 3 inches
or more of  snow. He said other sur-
rounding communities usually
plow after 3 inches or more.

•Learned Second Harvest Food
Bank will be hosting monthly tail-
gates in Redkey on the third
Wednesday of  each month from 10
a.m. to noon at the park. (It previ-
ously hosted tailgates quarterly in
town.) Plans are to host the next

tailgate from 10 a.m. to noon
March 19 at the park. Leavell noted
portions of  Mooney Street and
Central Avenue may be congested
with traffic during that time. He
also pointed to the need for volun-
teers, saying he would like to put
together a list of  organizations to
be involved.

•Met the county’s new communi-
ty coordinator, Darlesia Lee.

•Heard a request from Leavell to
wrap red LED lights around the
light poles in downtown Redkey for
decoration.

•Learned one of  the doors — the
door Redkey firefighters have a key
for — at the former fire station has
been barricaded after a suspected
break-in. Board members shared
plans to keep keys to town build-
ings at the clerk-treasurer’s office.

•Heard the clerk-treasurer’s
office is looking to hire more part-
time help.

Struck tree
Damage is estimated

between $5,000 and
$10,000 after a Union City
woman hit a deer and
tree along county road
600 South about 9 p.m.
Tuesday.

Melissa A. Blankley, 60,
was driving her 2013
Buick Encore east on the
road near county road
850 East when she hit a
deer. 

She told police she
veered across the road as
a result of  the impact
and drove into a tree on
the north side of  the
road.

Her vehicle was towed.

Indiana Capital Chronicle
Provisions in the state’s draft budget

could leave the Indiana Historical Society
in a bind, possibly without a building.

In Gov. Mike Braun’s proposed spending
plan — and the House version approved
last week — Republican budget writers

moved to terminate the state’s contract
with the nonprofit institution.

The historical society owns the down-
town Indianapolis building where its head-
quarters, museum and archives are
housed. It does not, however, own the land
on which the building sits. 

Capsule
Reports

Continued from page 1
Addressing the teacher

under the fake name,
Bogenschutz sent screen-
shots of  messages
between Katie Morgan
and the teacher’s
boyfriend.

The boyfriend called
Union City police to
report the Facebook
account for harassment.

Union City police
brought up the situation
to a Jay County Sheriff's
Office deputy, who
recalled Bogenschutz had
a fake Facebook account
under the same name
that he used for Indiana
Internet Crimes Against
Children Task Force case
work.

The deputy had access

to the fake Facebook
account and logged in,
finding the messages on
the account, according to
the affidavit. He saved
the evidence and report-
ed his findings.

Jay County Commis-
sioners terminated a con-
tract with Bogenschutz’s
software and web design
company, Emerald Busi-

ness Solutions, for the
sheriff ’s office website in
March 2024. Redkey Town
Council followed suit in
January.

Bogenschutz was sus-
pended from Jay County
Sheriff's Office for five
days in 2019 for acting
improperly during a traf-
fic stop in Clinton Coun-
ty. 

Pleads ...

Redkey ...

Obituaries

James

Budget could put building in jeopardy

Aeroelet Cooke (left) and
Maley Recker perform as
Payton Livingston and
Brandine Burrows,
respectively, during Tuesday’s
rehearsal. Performances of “If
a Woodchuck Could Chuck
Wood” are scheduled for 7
p.m. tonight and Friday as well
as 2 p.m. Sunday. Tickets are
$5 and will be available at the
door.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$248 million

Mega Millions
4-8-11-32-52
Mega Ball: 13
Megaplier: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$197 million

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 2-4-0
Daily Four: 0-9-4-2
Quick Draw: 1-5-6-9-10-

13-19-20-21-24-34-37-41-45-
48-63-67-69-78-80

Evening
Daily Three: 3-3-0
Daily Four: 8-3-7-8
Quick Draw: 2-12-24-

30-34-38-39-42-43-46-49-50-
51-56-58-59-72-73-74-77

Ohio
Tuesday
Midday
Pick 3: 0-6-0
Pick 4: 2-6-0-6
Pick 5: 4-6-0-9-8
Evening
Pick 3: 3-5-5
Pick 4: 1-0-6-6
Pick 5: 8-1-9-3-1
Rolling Cash: 10-15-23-

29-34
Estimated jackpot:

$130,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

Lotteries

In 1827, New Orleans
hosted its first Mardi
Gras celebration. Every
year, the city in
Louisiana hosts a large
festival for the holiday.

In 1886, Hugo Black
was born in Clay County,
Alabama. Black served
as a United States sena-
tor for 10 years before
shifting to an associate
justice of  the United
States Supreme Court
for 34 years.

In 1902, John Stein-
beck was born in Sali-
nas, California. An
American novelist,
Steinbeck wrote the clas-
sics “The Grapes of

Wrath” and “Of  Mice
and Men.”

In 1951, the 22nd
amendment was ratified,
limiting United States
presidents to two terms
in office.

In 1963, the Soviet
Union announcd it
would be leaving 10,000
troops in Cuba.

In 1991, president
George H.W. Bush
ordered a cease-fire in
the Persian Gulf  War
and declared victory.
The international con-
flict sparked after Iraq’s
invasion of  Kuwait less
than a year prior.

— The CR

CR almanac

58/31 33/18 35/22 46/37 55/51
Wind gusts

may reach up
to 35 mph on
Friday under
mostly sunny
skies.

There’s a
50% chance
of rain Tues-
day under
mostly cloudy
skies.

Monday’s
forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
with a
chance of
rain late.

Saturday
looks to be
mostly sunny
with tempera-
tures around
freezing.

Mostly
sunny on Sun-
day with highs
again in the
mid 30s.

Friday
2/28

Saturday
3/1

Sunday
3/2

Monday
3/3

Tuesday
3/4

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.72
April corn ................4.86
May corn..................4.92

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.90
March corn ..............4.90
April corn ................5.00

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.87
March corn ..............4.85
Beans ......................10.37

March beans ..........10.37
Wheat ...................... 5.43

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.82
March corn ..............4.82
Beans ......................10.26
March beans ..........10.30
Wheat ......................5.42

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.68
March corn ..............4.68
Beans ......................10.06
March beans .........10.11
Wheat ......................5.18

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

Tuesday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, council

chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Commissioners execu-
tive session, auditori-
um, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.



Willow furniture and
other home decor made by
an Indiana artisan is on dis-
play for the next month in
Jay County.

A Half  Century of  Rustic
Furniture by Greg Adams is
available to view for free in
the Hugh N. Ronald Gallery
at Arts Place now through
March 28 during regular
business hours. Adams will
also be available for a meet
and greet starting at 6 p.m.
Friday.

Also Friday, Ryanhood
will perform at 7 p.m. at
Arts Place. The show is a
part of  the Eric R. Rogers
Performing Arts Series.
Tickets are $9 for students
and $15 for adults.

For questions or more
information on how to be
involved, please call (260)
726-4809 or email visu-
alarts@myartsplace.org.

Volunteerism award
The Portland Foundation

is accepting nominations
for the 28th annual Jack
Cole Award for Volun-
teerism.

The award was estab-
lished by the foundation’s
board of  trustees to honor
Cole’s work as its first exec-
utive director.

Nominations should be by
letter of  recommendation
and include the nominee’s
name, address and a brief
background describing why
the nominee deserves the
award.

The winner will receive a
commemorative plaque and
a nominal cash award to be
presented to the volunteer’s

charity of  choice.  The
award will be presented at
the Foundation’s annual
meeting on May 28.

Deadline for nominations
is March 14. They should be
sent to the foundation office
at 107 S. Meridian St., Port-
land.  For more information,
contact the foundation
office at (260) 726-4260.

WOW scholarships
Win on the Wabash Super

Raffle will be awarding 20
seniors this year from the
local area with $1,000 schol-
arships.

Seniors who have demon-
strated a dedication to vol-
unteerism and community
service throughout high
school will be awarded. 

Requirements are stu-
dents must be a United
States citizen, must have
logged community service
hours throughout their high
school career and must be a
senior enrolled in school in
Jay County, Mercer County,
Ohio, Darke County, Ohio,
Auglaize County, Ohio, or
Shelby County, Ohio. Appli-
cants are asked to fill out a
400-word maximum essay
reflecting on their experi-
ences with community serv-
ice throughout high school. 

Applications must also
include a letter of  recom-

mendation. The deadline to
apply is March 31.

Pioneer Camps
Indiana State Police has

announced its dates and
locations for its summer
camps, including several in
Anderson.

Pioneer Camps, which are
by recommendation only,
will be held for 11 through
14 year olds in June, with
one set for June 16 through
19 at Mounds State Park in
Anderson.

Other camps in Anderson
include a Law Camp for
sixth, seventh and eighth
graders will be held June 29
through July 2 and a Career
Camp for high school stu-
dents from June 22 through
28. A Career Camp will also
be held from July 6 through
11 at Trine University in
Angola.

Shield Project is sched-
uled for June 4 through 8 at
Anderson University.

For more information, or
to register, visit trooper.org.

Taking applications
Indiana Donor Network

Foundation is accepting
applications for educational
scholarships.

The scholarships are open
to immediate family mem-
bers of  Indiana residents
who were organ, tissue or
cornea donors, living
donors, transplant recipi-
ents and Hoosiers waiting
for transplants.

Applications are available
online at indianadonornet-
work.org/scholarships. The
deadline is March 17.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792. 

LAWYERS IN
LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consultations
with a lawyer are avail-
able from 10 a.m. to noon

at Jay County Public
Library, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland. Consulting is
available on topics includ-
ing divorce, custody,
guardianship, tenant-
landlord issues, bankrupt-
cy, debt collection, estates
and immigration. Those
interested in participating
should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.

DEMENTIA SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 5:30
p.m. at Persimmon Ridge
Rehabilitation Centre, 200
N. Park St., Portland.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical

Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the West
Walnut Church of  Christ
fellowship hall, 204 W. Wal-
nut St., Portland. (Please
enter from the door facing
the alley on the north side
of  the building.) For more

information, call (260) 726-
8463.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

CAREGIVER SUP-
PORT GROUP — Will
meet at 1 p.m. the first
Monday of  each month at
Portland Place, 430 W.
Lafayette St. For more
information, call (800)
589-1121.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at
5 p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information,
call (260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free preg-
nancy testing with ongo-
ing support during and
after pregnancy. The cen-
ter is located at 216 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
Hours are 1 to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
For more information or
to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Call (260) 726-8141 or email
ads@thecr.com

Advertise your not-for-profit organization in all of our
publications with:

Four 4x4 ads in The Commercial Review
Two 4x4 ads in The News-Gazette
One 4x4 ad in The News Times

for $330

Run two 4x4 ads for your not-for-profit organization in the
publication(s) of your choice during March for:

The Commercial Review – $156
The News-Gazette – $145
The News Times – $120

OR

P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

Ads must run in March.
Rates do not apply to special sections.

Not-for-profit
Specials

Community Calendar

Rustic furniture on display
DEAR ABBY: I have been mar-

ried to my husband for more
than 20 years. He’s mostly very
nice, although he has general-
ized anxiety disorder. In the
past, he threatened to kill some-
one (not me!) as well as himself
and had to be hospitalized. 

Ninety-nine percent of  the
time he’s friendly and thought-
ful, except for one thing: He isn’t
capable of  giving affection, and
we haven’t had sex in more than
a decade. We have seen multiple
counselors over the years to no
avail. We have tried doctors and
meds. I have begged, cried,
talked with him and remained
celibate always. 

I met a younger man online
who lives overseas, and it was
platonic for two years. Suddenly,
I realized I had more than pla-
tonic feelings for him. We start-
ed talking about love to each
other. No sex was involved, nor
have we exchanged revealing
photos. (We are both religious.) I
told my husband I want a
divorce because I don’t believe
in cheating and I am totally over
him ignoring my needs for so
long. My question is, was I
wrong? — MAKING CHANGES
IN GEORGIA

DEAR MAKING CHANGES:
Because your marriage was
not fixable, you did the right
thing by telling your husband
you wanted out. However, as
well as you think you know
this younger, foreign man
whom you have never met, it
is extremely important to
move SLOWLY from here on. 

There are so many catfish
and romance scams online
that, frankly, it’s scary. Before
making any commitments,
romantic or financial, you
two need to meet, get to know
each other, see how each
other lives and what his

friends and family are like
(and vice versa). I wish you
luck, but keep your eyes open.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I am a divorced

single mom who just purchased
a new home. My 23-year-old
daughter came home from col-
lege a few years ago and is refus-
ing to move out. I understand
that rental prices are high and
she’s saving money, but I can’t
live with her anymore. 

Abby, we have very dissimilar
lifestyles. My daughter is a slob
and refuses to respect my pleas
to keep her room and her bath-
room (which is also our guest
bathroom) clean and tidy. Her
room stinks! She spends her
days off  sitting around on her
phone all day. (She does have a
job, and she’s also active in
church.) 

How can I get her to move
instead of  me flying off  the han-
dle every time she disrespects
me? I just want to live in peace in
a neat and tidy house. — FRUS-
TRATED IN FLORIDA

DEAR FRUSTRATED: You
have my sympathy. Have a
calm talk with your daughter.
Point out that she is an adult
now, and because her living
habits are so different from
yours, you are no longer will-
ing to have her stay with you.
Offer to help her find another
place to live and set a date for
her to be out. If  she still
refuses, you may have to start
a formal eviction.

Dear
Abby

Wife leaves marriage
to seek love, affection 

Taking
Note
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Every February since 1964, the
president of  the United States has
declared the month to be Ameri-
can Heart Month, an opportunity
to focus on heart health and
remember loved ones lost to heart
disease.

According to the American
Heart Association, at the time of
that initial declaration by Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson, more
than half  the deaths in
the U.S. were caused by cardio-
vascular disease.

According to the Heart Associ-
ation, heart disease remains the

leading cause of  death for Ameri-
cans and claims more lives in the
country than all other forms of
cancer and accidental deaths
combined.

It is fueled by ongoing increas-
es in high blood pressure, obesity
and other risk factors.

The Heart Association states

nearly 47% of  U.S. adults have
high blood pressure and more
than 72% of  U.S. adults have an
unhealthy weight. On top of
those statistics, more than half
of  U.S. adults have type 2 diabetes
or prediabetes.

What can be done to change
those numbers?

The Heart Association says
people can reduce some risk fac-
tors for heart disease by not
smoking, exercising, eating
healthy, getting enough sleep and
being at a healthy weight.

It is also important to keep cho-
lesterol, blood pressure and blood
sugar at healthy levels.

People must take steps to stay
physically active and maintain a
healthy body weight by eating a
well-balanced diet and abstain-
ing from tobacco products, the
declaration adds.

The U.S. Department of
Health and Human
Services advises even little
changes such as using spices to
season foods instead of  salt or
motivating teachers and admin-
istrators to make physical activ-
ity a key part of  the school day
as a few examples of  things you
can do.

The Department of  Health
and Human Services outlines

the importance of  physical exer-
cise and gives information on
how much activity adults and
children should be getting.

The guidelines recommend
adults get at least 2 1/2 hours of
moderate aerobic physical activ-
ity and muscle-strengthening
activity per week, while chil-
dren ages 6 to 17 should get at
least 60 minutes of  moderate to
vigorous physical activity each
day.

We encourage you to take little
steps each day and recommit to
a healthier lifestyle — not only
for you but for your loved ones,
as well.

Take steps toward a healthier life

By MICHAEL J. HICKS
I confess to often being con-

fused by tax proposals, which
might seem unusual given that
I’ve authored dozens of  tax stud-
ies. So, instead of  trying to help
readers understand an economic
issue in this column, I’m going to
explain to you why I’m a bewil-
dered by some of  the proposals
that are before the Indiana legis-
lature this year. First, the basics.

Indiana, like almost every
other government in the world,
taxes three things: wealth, con-
sumption and income. There are
lots of  names for these taxes, but
this is the universe of  taxes.

Wealth taxes are the oldest
form, appearing in the archeolog-
ical record between 4000 and 6000
B.C., in ancient Mesopotamia.
Consumption taxes and income
taxes are first recorded in Rome,
from Julius and Augustus Caesar,
in the first century B.C. So,
there’s nothing new here.

Modern taxes on wealth are
primarily property taxes. Con-
sumption taxes are sales and use
taxes. Taxes on income are, well,
income and payroll taxes. Every
state (yes, every state) collects
some version of  all these, even if
they have different names.
There’s a great deal of  variability
in who pays each of  these taxes,
how they are administered and
what types of  businesses or peo-
ple are taxed.

Economic research provides
almost no evidence that the mix
of  taxes plays an important role
in household or business loca-
tion, or economic growth. Here in

Indiana, our wealth taxes (prop-
erty taxes) are the seventh-lowest
in the nation on a per capita
basis. Our taxes on consumption
(sales taxes) are 26th-lowest and
our taxes on income (income
taxes) are 34th-lowest on a per-
person basis.

I am confused why there’s such
strong push to reduce or elimi-
nate the one really low tax in Indi-
ana. I’m especially confused since
the property tax was required in
the Northwest Ordinance of  1787,
which proscribed rules for estab-
lishing our state.

The most likely explanation for
this is that some Hoosier elected
leaders are listening to a relative-
ly small number of  wealthy folks
who would prefer someone else
pay the taxes that fund their local
schools, police, fire and other
services. I suppose that is a path-
way to electoral success. It is
dubious public policy.

Still, economists are suspicious
of  asking people what they want.
Instead, we prefer to observe
what people do. Though almost
everyone says they want lower
taxes, folks are actually moving
to places with higher taxes. Since
2010, all the population growth in
Indiana has come in just a few

high tax counties. The best way to
see this is simply to inspect the
effective overall tax rate (taxes as
a share of  household income) and
the median property tax pay-
ment.

Growing counties have a total
state and local tax rate that is 34
percent higher than the counties
that have lost population. In those
growing counties, the median
property tax payment per resi-
dent is $456 higher — a whopping
54 percent higher — than in coun-
ties that have lost population. The
10 fastest-growing counties have
an effective state and local tax
rate that is 238 percent higher
than the 10 fastest-shrinking
counties, and pay an enormous
131 percent higher property taxes
per resident ($937 more per year).

So, listening to people who are
complaining about taxes gives
you a very different answer than
asking “what are the taxes like in
the places that are growing ver-
sus places that are in decline?”

Now, people aren’t moving to
those places because of  high
taxes. Rather, they are moving
there to access the public services
those taxes provide.

Again, you can learn this not
only by watching where they
move, but also by the value that
people place on property in these
high-tax locations. There is a
large body of  research on this
question. This work offers clear
estimates of  how much house-
holds are willing to pay to live in
different locations.

For example, if  you take two
identical homes and put one in

the best school corporation in the
state (as measured by test scores)
and the other in an average
school corporation, the difference
in home prices is about 30 per-
cent. Likewise, if  you put one in a
quiet residential area and the
other near an airport runway,
you’d find the value of  the home
drops by about half  a percent for
each additional decibel of  air-
craft noise.

The quality-of-life differences
between the low-tax and high-tax
counties are substantial. By my
calculations, Hoosiers are willing
to pay about twice the price for an
identical house in Hamilton
County than the same one in Mar-
tin County. That difference is
almost exclusively due to the
quality of  locally provided servic-
es — good schools, safe neighbor-
hoods, and the availability of  pri-
vate amenities like grocery
stores.

It is easy to see how a place that
attracts more residents experi-
ences rising property values, and
thus its property taxes grow. If
cities and counties spend those
tax dollars wisely, then they
attract more residents. And, yes,
this could get out of  hand. If
taxes rise more than the value of
the local amenities they are pay-
ing for, then people leave. Ameri-
cans vote with their feet.

This is a critical point. So,
when there’s population decline
in a city or county, it isn’t just
because taxes are too high or
amenities are too low. It is prima-
rily because residents (or poten-
tial residents) don’t think the

county is providing value for the
tax dollars they are spending.

However, it is necessary to stip-
ulate that there are precisely zero
communities in Indiana that are
stagnating because the schools
are too good, the streets too safe
and well maintained, or that lure
too many good grocery stores for
residents. Neither is there a sin-
gle municipality or county that is
losing residents because taxes are
too high.

I’m heartened that the legisla-
ture seems to understand these
issues and has rejected the more
than $1 billion in local property
tax cuts proposed by the Braun
administration. It’s wise to think
about taxes in a budget session.
But it is courageous, as well as
wise, to think deliberately and
rigorously about the potential
effect of  cuts or increases.

Our legislature seems to have
done just that.

In the end, it is important to
consider not only the people com-
plaining about high taxes, but
also those who want to live in a
place that provides high-quality
local public services, which they
are willing to pay for.

Those are the people Indiana
desperately wants, but is now
struggling to attract and retain.

••••••••••
Hicks is the director of  the Cen-

ter for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball distinguished profes-
sor of  economics in the Miller Col-
lege of  Business at Ball State Uni-
versity. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.

Tax reform proposals are confusing
Michael
J. Hicks

Guest
Editorial
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(260) 726-9345
115 E. Main St.

Portland, IN

www.portins.com

Baird-Freeman 
Funeral Home

� e Teeter Family

221 N. Meridian St
Portland, IN 47371
(260) 726-7171

Great Food,
No Bull!

1204 W. Votaw  Portland

(260) 726-9647

Used Auto and 
Truck Parts

1127 S. Detroit Ave.
Portland, IN 47371

(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautopartsinc.com

All inventory online

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities

This Area

Church page is

made possible

through

the courtesy of

the following
sponsors!

(260) 726-6263
1100 N. Meridian St.   

Portland, IN

Portland True Value

Behind every project is a

Shop Local
Save Time • Save Money

Williamson,
Spencer & Penrod
Funeral Homes, Inc.

Todd & Rob Penrod
“Serving As We 

Would Be Served”
From 2 Convenient Locations
PORTLAND (260) 726-7111
PENNVILLE (260) 731-8811

Complete Septic 
Systems

Backhoe • Dozer 
Hauling • Trenching 
Drain Cleaning

3042 West 400 North,
Portland

p 260.726.2230

This Area

Church page is

made possible

through

the courtesy of

the following

sponsors!

MAY
FINANCIAL

GROUP, INC.
LIFE • HEALTH

INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

MEDICARE 
SUPPLEMENTS

ANNUITIES

JEFF  HALL
your hometown agent

for over 30 years
(260) 729-5200

jeff@mayfg.com

111 W. Main Street• Portland, IN

Classique
Beauty Salon

Candi Hatzell 206 S. Main St.
Dunkirk, IN

(765) 768-7375

Rose Morgan,
CPA

Income Tax Preparation

Accounting/Bookeeping

Payroll & Payroll Taxes

202 South Main Street
Dunkirk, IN 47336
Ph. 765-768-6716

8
8

8

Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.

All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist

204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m., 11

a.m.
asburyministries.org

Bellefountain
United Methodist

440 S. 600 East 
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist

301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@

inumc.org

Christ Chapel
2535 Wabash Road, Fort

Recovery
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)

8472 S. 800 East, Union
City

Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy

797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland

Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the
Brethren

Floral and Chicago
avenues, Portland

Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.
Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville

190 W. Main St., Pennville
David Davidson
(260) 202-9718
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St.,

Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County

2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcenter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 

341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key

Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and

6 p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15

a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St.,
Fort Recovery

(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Kids vision and teen

ministries: 6 p.m. Wendes-
day

frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St.,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Carol McKay
(304) 617-0101
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 

468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk

Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist

100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren

Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist

435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67,

Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30

p.m. Saturday 

Hopewell of
Life Ministries

County road 200 South,
2 miles east of  Indiana 1

Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land

Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
(260) 726-7055
Services: 5:30 p.m. Sat-

urday, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East,

Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Sat-

urday, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church

216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk

Scott McClain
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist

County roads 600 East
and 200 North

Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine

4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship

1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist

5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist

829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Bible class: 9:15 a.m.
Services: 10:20 a.m.
Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday
portlandcoc.com

Portland First
Church of Nazarene

920 S. Shank St., Port-
land

Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of  Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian

Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist

122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 

801 W. High St.
Fred Stevens
(765) 369-2676
redkeynaz.org
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ

3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries

228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land

Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
3984 N. 550 West, Portland
Pastor Mike Heckman
(615) 517-1017
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Bible study: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester

4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity ArchBridge
Church

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

Dan Vore
(260) 726-8391
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Services: 10:15 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Interim Pastor Chris

Kruchkow
(260) 849-0687
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ

204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land

Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof -

christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Robin Owen
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@g

mail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in
The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new
job,

the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

MARION YOUNG
FARMERS 

Consignment Auction
Mercer Landmark,
Chickasaw, Ohio

Between U.S. Rt. 127 &
New Bremen
on St. Rt. 274

SATURDAY, MARCH
15th

10 A.M.
PLEASE CONSIGN
YOUR EQUIPMENT
WITH ONE OF THE

FOLLOWING:
Cole Luthman ñ 937-

658-1380
Jacob Wuebker -937-

417-8798
Please call by Feb. 27 to

Ensure Advertising
WE WILL BE TAKING IN

EQUIPMENT
THURSDAY & FRIDAY

before the sale
No items Will be Con-
signed Saturday Morn-

ing
COLDWATER AUCTION

SERVICE

00 CLASSIFIEDS

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE
COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW
up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices
Subscribe at 
thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141



PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday March 15th,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 783 S 600E
Portland, IN.

OPEN HOUSE  Sunday
March 2nd & Sunday

March 9th 1-3p.m. or for
private showing phone

auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE

30 Acres in Section 21,
Noble Twp., Jay County.
Sold in parcels and com-

binations.
Tract 1:  2 Acres with 3

bedroom farmhouse
containing 2272 sq. ft.
finished living area and

30 x 48í pole
barn/garage.  Partial
basement.  Pole barn

has cement floor, 3 over-
head doors and office

area.
Tract 2:  28 Acres with
approx.. 20 tillable, bal-
ance being wooded and
road frontage on CR 600

E. 
OWNER: LARRY BICK-

EL ESTATE By Kent
Bickel, PR.

Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587
PUBLIC AUCTION

SATURDAY, MARCH
29TH, 2025
9:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 3430 W
State Road 67, Portland,
IN or 3 Ω miles west of

Portland at the corner of
Hwy 67 and County

Road 200 South.
NOW ACCEPTING
CONSIGNMENTS

UNTIL
NOON. THURSDAY,
MARCH 27TH, 2025. 
Farm Tractors-Farm
Equip.-Construction

Equip.-Trucks-Trailers-
Vehicles-Riding Mowers-
ATVís-Attachments-Misc

TERMS: CASH OR
GOOD CHECK NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR

ACCIDENTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE

FOR NO SHOWS
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Indiana Sales Tax will be
collected at this auction.
AREA CONTRACTORS
& FARMERS OWNERS 

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587
www.auctionzip.com ñ
Auctioneer ID #4243

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

TOWN OF REDKEY
Clerkís office is looking
for part time office help,
about 20hrs/week. Appli-
cations are available at
the Redkey Town Hall.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.
ALUMINUM SHEETS

23”x30”,.007 thick. Clean
and shiny on one

side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial Review,
309 W Main, Portland

260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, distri-
bution, offices, inside and
outdoor storage. Easy
access to major high-
ways and railroad access
with loading docks and
overhead cranes avail-
able. Contact Sycamore
Group, 419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage

The Commercial Review
Thursday, February 27, 2025 Classifieds Page 7

90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT

 Visit Us At:  thecr.com

GET IT IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS
You never know what you might find in

The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, 

to a new job, the Classifieds deliver!

Go to thecr.com or call

260-726-8141

  Public Notice
Portland Civil City, Jay County, Indiana

Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2024
Beg. Cash End Cash

Local Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.
Fund Name Jan 1, 2024 Receipts Disbursements Dec 31, 2024

Number
Governmental Activities

001 Portland City Court $27,752.32 $164,696.37 $177,269.60 $15,179.09
002 Criminal Investigative 

Funds $1,069.87 $0.00 $0.00 $1,069.87
101 GENERAL FUND $4,802,639.87 $5,725,904.45 $5,517,165.96 $5,011,378.36
201 MOTOR VEHICLE 

HIGHWAY $670,429.47 $1,167,462.27 $1,236,016.80 $601,874.94
202 LOCAL ROAD & STREET $111,118.58 $46,141.39 $0.00 $157,259.97
203 MVH RESTRICTED $221,282.35 $132,173.36 $33,849.87 $319,605.84
204 PARK & RECREATION $249,593.72 $490,679.03 $546,673.93 $193,598.82
205 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

INCOME TAX $1,143,186.36 $438,809.00 $475,162.05 $1,106,833.31
206 INSURANCE SURPLUS

NONREVERTING $490,331.86 $1,293,099.06 $1,123,315.78 $660,115.14
207 POOL CONSTRUCTION 

FUND $95,829.00 $0.00 $0.00 $95,829.00
208 PARK DONATION FUND $2,059.40 $0.00 $0.00 $2,059.40
209 PORTLAND MEN'S SOFTBALL 

LEAGUE DONATION $300.00 $0.00 $0.00 $300.00
210 MAYOR'S ANNUAL 

GOLF OUTING $101.06 $8,723.00 $3,512.50 $5,311.56
211 POLICE CONTINUING 

EDUCATION $45,656.96 $11,487.60 $8,160.38 $48,984.18
212 POLICE BENEVOLENCE 

DONATION FUND $6,515.24 $2,500.00 $565.12 $8,450.12
213 TRADING CARD FUND $71.45 $0.00 $0.00 $71.45
215 RIVERBOAT WAGERING

TAX REVENUE $434,608.71 $36,194.22 $0.00 $470,802.93
216 CONCESSIONS $115,146.69 $38,914.75 $20,594.28 $133,467.16
217 PORTLAND 

FORFEITURE FUND $817.62 $382.00 $0.00 $1,199.62
218 TIF 2007 ALLOCATION 

FUND $617,061.26 $372,583.98 $410,619.58 $579,025.66
219 TIF 2007 CONSTRUCTION 

FUND $50,950.85 $246,099.57 $245,444.58 $51,605.84
220 TIF 2007 DEBT SERVICE 

RESERVE bg  FUND $194,075.09 $2,494.86 $0.00 $196,569.95
221 TIF 2007 BOND & 

INTEREST $172,764.28 $165,847.56 $166,706.25 $171,905.59
223 FIRE DEPT. 

INVESTIGATIVE FUND $46,419.12 $7,866.00 $20,475.93 $33,809.19
224 EDIT DOWNTOWN 

FACADE PROGRAM $60,742.03 $0.00 $0.00 $60,742.03
225 TIF DOWNTOWN 

FACADE PROGRAM $27,582.31 $0.00 $0.00 $27,582.31
2256 OPIODUNRESTRICTED $0.00 $1,837.74 $1,837.74 $0.00
2257 OPIOID SETTLEMENT $0.00 $5,251.17 $5,251.17 $0.00
226 PARK BOND & INTEREST $58,546.29 $136,398.36 $130,050.00 $64,894.65
228 REVOLVING LOAN FUND $99,764.21 $4,508.44 $0.00 $104,272.65
2407 IFA - GRANT $902,000.00 $0.00 $902,000.00 $0.00
242 DARE DONATION FUND $1,388.89 $0.00 $0.00 $1,388.89
243 DNR GRANT - TRAILS

PROJECT $72,205.25 $0.00 $0.00 $72,205.25
244 SMOKE DETECTOR 

DONATION FUND $3,123.12 $202.16 $1,751.91 $1,573.37
249 LOIT PUBLIC SAFETY 

FUND $368,449.59 $325,565.06 $235,652.83 $458,361.82
2521 PORTLAND STREET 

DEPT. NONREVERTING $99,485.86 $20,000.00 $0.00 $119,485.86
2528 PENNVILLE CITY FINES $0.00 $150.00 $100.00 $50.00
2534 MILESTONE 

RETAINAGE FUND $18,412.34 $0.00 $18,412.34 $0.00
2541 WATSON -RETAINAGE $229,094.64 $140,243.59 $369,338.23 $0.00
257 LOIT SPECIAL 

DISTRIBUTION $8,828.04 $0.00 $0.00 $8,828.04
262 DRUG FREE 

COMMUNITY FUND $2,042.98 $250.00 $1,649.00 $643.98
263 CRIMINAL 

INVESTIGATION FUND $9,235.86 $0.00 $0.00 $9,235.86
320 SIDEWALK 

RECONSTRUCTION FUND$57,636.63 $28,945.74 $26,054.23 $60,528.14
325 BUILDING 

DEMOLITION FUND $47,995.17 $285,000.00 $295,000.00 $37,995.17
356 LOCAL ROAD & BRIDGE MATCHING 

GRANT FUND (CCG) $12,246.29 $88,268.19 $100,514.48 $0.00
357 HUDSON FAMILY PARK $184.05 $0.00 $0.00 $184.05
358 HUDSON FAMILY 

PARK DONATION $301.92 $0.00 $0.00 $301.92
359 CHRISTMAS PARTY 

DONATION FUND $1,730.60 $1,075.00 $2,562.36 $243.24
401 CUM CAP IMP - CIG TAX $147,270.84 $10,223.50 $0.00 $157,494.34
406 CUMULATIVE CAPITAL 

DEVELOPMENT $817,881.80 $294,720.52 $193,026.85 $919,575.47
407 CUMULATIVE CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENT RATE $357,308.22 $134,533.17 $4,969.30 $486,872.09
408 PORTLAND FIRE DEPT 

NON REV. EQUIPMENT $464,262.59 $267,268.55 $129,012.58 $602,518.56
429 AIP 3-18-0068-15 

Runway Design Phase 2 $2,295.37 $0.00 $0.00 $2,295.37
430 AIP 3-18-0068-019-2020 

RUNWAY EXT GR/ DR; PAV/ LTG$0.00 $109,695.39 $130,054.45 -$20,359.06
4531 AIP 3-18-0068-023-2022 $967.64 $11,878.69 $11,685.00 $1,161.33
4532 AIP 3-18-0068-021-2021 $2,999.99 $0.00 $0.00 $2,999.99
4533 AIP 3-18-0068-024-2023 $2,285.89 $101,085.80 $81,235.53 $22,136.16
4600 DONATION FUND - 

SAFE HAVEN BABY BOX $2,008.62 $50.00 $660.00 $1,398.62
4601 FEMA 

GOFIREFIGHTING GRANT $0.00 $682,730.84 $682,730.84 $0.00
500 RAINY DAY FUND $443,588.29 $0.00 $0.00 $443,588.29
609 SANITATION FUND $393,279.78 $227,653.49 $64,145.22 $556,788.05
610 RECYCLING FUND $34,701.65 $0.00 $0.00 $34,701.65
622 AVIATION $364,990.33 $256,279.45 $205,801.66 $415,468.12
663 AVIATION FUEL FUND $242,592.32 $353,018.48 $355,066.19 $240,544.61
699 REDKEY CITY FINES $85.00 $125.00 $200.00 $10.00
700 DUNKIRK CITY FINES $78.00 $268.50 $293.50 $53.00
702 FIRE PENSION FUND $180,784.89 $129,644.42 $128,519.68 $181,909.63
703 POLICE PENSION FUND $83,445.13 $72,312.87 $72,424.37 $83,333.63
705 COURT COSTS DUE 

COUNTY $1,904.00 $12,596.00 $13,492.00 $1,008.00
706 USER FEE FUND COURT 

CONT EDUCATION $951.18 $3,392.00 $3,640.00 $703.18
707 CASH CHANGE & PETTY 

CASH $1,175.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,175.00
708 COURT CLERK'S RECORD 

PERPETUATION $32,951.65 $4,495.00 $4,910.00 $32,536.65
709 COURT DEFERRAL 

PROGRAM $166.00 $7,528.00 $7,009.00 $685.00
807 PAYROLL FEDERAL 

WITHHOLDING $0.00 $276,405.71 $276,405.71 $0.00
808 PAYROLL FICA/SS 

WITHHOLDING $0.00 $267,212.27 $267,212.27 $0.00
809 PAYROLL MEDICARE 

WITHHOLDING $0.00 $99,221.00 $99,221.00 $0.00
810 PAYROLL STATE 

WITHHOLDING $0.00 $112,884.35 $112,884.35 $0.00
811 PAYROLL COUNTY 

WITHHOLDING $0.00 $89,968.99 $89,968.99 $0.00
812 PAYROLL PERF $0.00 $330,559.96 $330,559.96 $0.00
813 PAYROLL POLICE PENSION $0.00 $169,570.50 $169,570.50 $0.00
814 PAYROLL FIRE PENSION $0.00 $111,393.36 $111,393.36 $0.00
850 PAYROLL AFLAC/AFLAC TX $0.00 $25,729.60 $25,729.60 $0.00
851 PAYROLL DIRECT DEPOSIT $0.00 $2,750,995.32 $2,750,995.32 $0.00
853 PAYROLL CHILD SUPPORT $0.00 $9,282.00 $9,282.00 $0.00
854 PAYROLL DENTAL 

INSURANCE $0.00 $20,701.54 $20,701.54 $0.00
855 PAYROLL PATRIOT FITNESS $0.00 $765.00 $765.00 $0.00
857 PAYROLL UNITED WAY $0.00 $1,208.00 $1,208.00 $0.00
858 PAYROLL HEALTH 

INSURANCE $0.00 $57,270.00 $57,270.00 $0.00
WASTEWATER 

606 SEWAGE UTILITY 
OPERATING $1,480,078.46 $4,782,229.57 $4,461,444.75 $1,800,863.28

608 SEWAGE UTILITY 
DEPRECIATION $931,880.40 $926,788.00 $711,226.94 $1,147,441.46

612 SEWAGE DEBT SERVICE 
RESERVE JULY $677,543.99 $195,087.78 $0.00 $872,631.77

613 SEWAGE BOND & 
INTEREST $515,548.10 $1,268,226.88 $900,489.50 $883,285.48

6204 SEWAGE 
CONSTRUCTION FUND $0.00 $23,741,275.65 $2,289,336.00 $21,451,939.65

WATER 
601 WATER UTILITY 

OPERATING $2,983,820.29 $1,267,947.07 $1,420,584.65 $2,831,182.71
603 WATER UTLITY 

DEPRECIATION & IMP. $512,602.07 $105,215.04 $67,765.68 $550,051.43
604 WATER UTILITY 

METER DEPOSIT $266,070.76 $32,227.92 $21,168.67 $277,130.01
Total All Funds $22,526,295.45 $50,711,419.10 $28,359,766.86 $44,877,947.69

CR-2-27-2025 - HSPAXLP

  Public Notice
Redkey Civil Town, Jay County, Indiana

Cash & Investrmmts Combined Statement· 2024
Local Beg. Cash End Cash 
Fund Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.

Number Name Jan. 1, 2024 Receipts Disbursements Dec. 31, 2024 
Governmental Activities

1101 GENERAL FUND $403,555.19 $558,621.46 $275,842.31 $686,334.34
2201 MOTOR VEHICLE -$560.66 $31,852.11 $48,416.21 -$17,124.76

HIGHWAY
2202 LOCAL ROAD AND $70,554.26 $9,811.99 $0.00 $80,366.25

STREET
2203 MVH RESTRICTED $108,810.34 $28,623.64 $0.00 $137,433.98

(SUBFUND OF MOTOR VEHICLE HIGHWAY)
2204 PARK AND $27,635.56 $0.00 $9,676.99 $17,958.57

RECREATION -OPERATING
2211 PARK CABIN $4,847.25 $5,330.00 $4,071.26 $6,105.99
2223 SANITATION OPERATING $96,540.57 $91,987.63 $88,561.44 $99,966.76
2228 LOCAL LAW $38,064.95 $1,313.00 $0.00 $39,377.95

ENFORCEMENT CONTINUING EDUCATION FUND
2236 RAINY DAY $5,324.85 $0.00 $0.00 $5,324.85
2240 LOIT-PUBLIC SAFETY $60,500.35 $23,197.00 $19,795.80 $63,901.55
2248 LOIT SPECIAL DISTRIBUTION $19,043.83 $0.00 $0.00 $19,043.83
2256 OPIOD SETTLEMENT $33.43 $106.66 $0.00 $140.09

- UNRESTRICTED
2257 OPIOID $97.68 $0.00 $97.68 $0.00

SETTLEMENT - RESTRICTED
2300 DONATION (IF USED $867.29 $0.00 $0.00 $867.29

FOR OTHER THAN CAPITAL ITEMS)
230 2 DONATION/REDKEY $591.00 $35.61 $5.00 $621.61

CLOCK TOW
2303 REDKEY FIRE $3,982.82 $198.45 $0.00 $4,181.27

STATION PROJE
2400 ARPA (AMERICAN $201,875.32 $0.00 $176,139.12 $25,736.20

RESCUE PLAN ACT OF 2021)
2500 NON-REVERTING BOND $700.00 $0.00 $0.00 $700.00
4401 CUMULATIVE $12,569.68 $1,885.13 $0.00 $14,454.81

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT - CIGARETTE TAX
4423 CUMULATIVE $122,629.96 $18,154.07 $5,250.00 $135,534.03

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT -TAX LEVY
4435 OCRA $0.00 $33,300.00 $33,300.00 $0.00
4436 COUNTY ECONOMIC $17,678.77 $27,196.00 $23,423.48 $21,451.29

DEVELOPMENT INCOME TAX (CEDIT)
4500 COMM CROSSINGS - $10,546.66 $107,911.50 $13,062.25 $105,395.91

PAVING GRANT 
4501 COMM CROSSINGS $2,111.32 $0.00 $1,000.00 $1,111.32

SIDEWALK GRANT
8901 PAYROLL $6,134.34 $194,506.71 $202,622.91 -$1,981.86

WASTEWATER 
4414 SEWAGE DEBT $118,045.00 $47,557.00 $0.00 $165,602.00

SERVICE RESERVE
6201 SEWAGE UTILITY $94,204.82 $327,542.71 $294,270.26 $127,477.27

OPERATING
6202 SEWAGE UTILITY $93,555.42 $91,217.00 $125,636.25 $59,136.17

BOND AND INTEREST SINKING
6206 SEWAGE SEPARATION $392,715.39 $80,616.96 $0.00 $473,332.35

WATER OPERATING
6101 WATER UTILITY $158,275.07 $333,300.33 $293,585.04 $197,990.36
6102 WATER DEBT $119,364.00 $26,599.37 $0.00 $145,963.37

SERVICE RESERV
WATER DEPRECIATION

6103 WATER UTILITY $137,528.48 $19,756.84 $0.00 $157,285.32
6104 WATER UTILITY $43,373.70 $7,803.41 $4,031.49 $47,145.62

METER DEPOSIT
6105 WATER UTILITY $111,666.72 $60,668.85 $79,935.00 $92,400.57

BOND AND INTEREST SINKING
Total All Funds $2,482,863.36 $2,129,093.43 $1,698,722.49 $2,913,234.30
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 Visit Us At: 
thecr.com



Contact Lindsey at
L.Cochran@thecr.com

or (260) 726-8141

Our third annual motorsports special section
will be distributed in:

The Commercial Review (Portland), 
The News‐Gazette (Winchester) 

and The News Times (Hartford City)

Full‐Page Color (10.5” x 10.5”) 
$300

(only three available)
Full‐Page B&W  (10.5” x 10.5”)

$250

Big Business Card (3” x 3.5”) 
$90

Business Card (2” x 2”)
$75

Space for color ads is limited and will be on a first-come,
first-serve basis.

Deadline for ads is Monday, March 17.
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Sports
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Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

JCHS basketball closes
regular season today,

see Sports on tap

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

WINCHESTER — The
Patriots could not miss
from deep.

While a barrage of  3-
pointers developed a 20-
point advantage midway
through the second half,
Gabe Overton wasn’t going
to let the Golden Falcons go
down without a fight.

While the sophomore
dropped 15 points on the
Patriots in the final period,
the visitors did just enough
to hold on to their lead and
the win.

Jay County High School’s
boys basketball team sur-
vived the Winchester Com-
munity Golden Falcons’
comeback attempt for a 68-
57 victory on Tuesday
night.

“Very proud of  them,”
said JCHS interim coach
Brogan Gary. “We had a
good start. Shot the ball
well and shot it with confi-
dence. Very proud of  how
those guys handled that
(adversity). Obviously this
is a learning experience to
finish out games and do the
small things even though
we’re up 19, we’ve got to
learn how to dig deep and
be disciplined.”

Jay County (12-9) entered
the final period with a 19-
point lead at 56-37. But after
the Patriots had controlled
the game through the first
three quarters — Winches-
ter (11-12) only led 1-0 after
Overton got to the free
throw line on an open-side
drive — the Golden Falcons
employed a full-court press
designed to trap ball han-
dlers near the timeline and
sidelines.

The zone press resulted
in five JCHS turnovers and
led to 13 Overton points —
he also dished out an assist
during the stretch — to cut
Winchester’s deficit to 59-
53. (Overton finished as the
Golden Falcon’s leading
scorer with 20 points, all
but one of  which were
scored in the second half,
and passed on four assists.)

“He knows one speed and
that’s 110%,” said WCHS
coach Jake Turner. “His
energy is good for the rest

of  our guys … He loves
playing that frenetic style,
I’m sure he’d love for us to
press a little bit more. So I
was really happy for him to
have that success.”

After Gary called a time-
out with 3 minutes, 58 sec-
onds remaining, the Patri-
ots got things under control
to be able to finish off  Win-
chester.

On the offensive end, the
Patriots found a way to
break the press with Jay-
den Comer receiving a pass
between the opposing vol-

leyball line and midcourt,
beating one defender and
making a decision to attack
or pull it out and run clock.
That strategy led to Comer
dishing assists to Eli Petro
and Aiden Phillips, as well
as giving a pass ahead to
Benson Barnett, who hit a
pair of  free throws.

“Once they all collapsed,
just dish that thing,”
Comer said. “That’s all it
is.”

Down on the other end of
the floor, Eli Dirksen got
subbed in and took on the

responsibility of  guarding
Overton. The WCHS sopho-
more guard only managed
two more points on a drive
to the rim with 31 seconds
remaining.

“(Dirksen) took a lot of
pride and a lot of  leader-
ship to take that upon him-
self,” said Gary. “He’s a
great kid, so I knew he was
going to give his best effort.
He was determined to slow
him down, which was huge
for us.”

Jay County jumped on
top of  the Golden Falcons

early as Tucker Griffin fol-
lowed his 27-point perform-
ance against Heritage with
four first-quarter 3-point-
ers.

After Griffin went to the
bench early in the second
quarter with a second foul,
Comer banged home four
triples of  his own, supple-
mented by one more from
Brock Wasson.

JCHS found the bottom
of  the net four more times
from deep, with Comer hit-
ting another three triples
and Gradin Swoveland
adding one of  his own.
Swoveland’s three early in
the third period as the
Patriots led by 21 points 41-
20. They hit a 20-point
cushion after a pair of
bonus free throws by Ben-
son Barnett before Over-
ton split his own bonus
foul shots.

In all, the Patriots shot
13-of-20 (65%) from deep,
without even attempting a
three in the final period.
Comer shot a perfect 7-of-7
from deep — he was 8-for-8
from the field for a game-
high 23 points — to lead the
way for JCHS. Both Comer
and Gary attributed the

lights-out shooting to good
ball movement, as 12 of  the
13 triples came off  assists.

“Our ball movement is
getting better,” Comer said.
“We’ve been working really
hard on it and ball move-
ment in practice because
we hadn’t been doing that
much. Now we are starting
to play as a team and it real-
ly showed tonight.”

The Patriots are set to
close out the regular season
Friday against Bellmont
before facing Yorktown in
the sectional opener at New
Castle on March 4.

Junior varsity
A hot start lifted the

Patriots to a 63-51 victory
over Winchester on Tues-
day. 

Jay County scored 20
points to the Golden Fal-
cons’ five in the opening
period on four triples and
four more shots near the
rim.

Nick Snow led JCHS with
16 points, while Brock Was-
son and Drew Schemenaur
followed with 15 and 10,
respectively. Jacoby
Addington was the high
scorer for WCHS with 13.

Patriots hold their lead
Jay County stopped Winchester’s comeback attempt just in time

Winchester Golden Falcons vs.
Jay County Patriots

Boys varsity summary

Jay County (12-9)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Comer 8-8 0-0 23
Barnett 1-1 3-4 5
Wasson 2-3 0-0 5
Petro 1-3 0-0 2
Dirksen 3-4 4-8 10
Phillips 1-1 1-2 3
Griffin 4-10 3-4 15
Swoveland 2-8 0-0 5
Totals 22-38 11-18 68

.579 .611
Def. rebound percentage: .852

Winchester (11-12)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Campbell 2-3 1-2 5
Overton 7-10 2-4 20
McFarland 0-0 0-0 0
Hummel 4-14 1-2 11
Fraze 3-7 6-6 12
Price 0-0 0-0 0
Baldwin 2-6 0-0 6
Tarter 0-2 3-4 3
Moore 0-1 0-0 0
Totals 18-43 13-18 57

.419 .722
Def. rebound percentage: .810

Score by quarters:
Jay Co. 18 18 20 12 — 68
Wnchstr 8 12 17 20 — 57

3-point shooting: Jay County 13-
20 (Comer 7-7, Griffin 4-9, Wasson
1-1, Swoveland 1-3). Winchester 8-
24 (Overton 4-5, Baldwin 2-6, Hum-
mel 2-10, Fraze 0-3).

Rebounds: Jay County 27
(Phillips 7, Swoveland 5, Dirksen 4,
Griffin 4, Team 3, Comer 2, Barnett,
Petro). Winchester 21 (Campbell 6,
Fraze 4, Overton 3, Tarter 3, Hum-
mel 2, Team 2, Bladwin).

Assists: Jay County 18 (Swove-
land 7, Comer 4, Griffin 3, Dirksen
2, Barnett, Petro). Winchester 12
(Overton 4, Baldwin 3, Hummel 2,
Campbell, Fraze, Tarter).

Blocks: Jay County 1 (Swove-
land). Winchester 3 (Hummel 2,
Overton).

Personal fouls: Jay County 14
(Comer 3, Griffin 3, Swoveland 3,
Barnett, Wasson, Petro, Dirksen,
Phillips). Winchester 21 (Overton 5,
Campbell 4, Hummel 4, Baldwin 3,
Fraze 2, Price, Tarter, Moore).

Turnovers: Jay County 12. Win-
chester 7.

Box score

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Junior high wrestling at Southern
Wells – 5:30 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Boys basketball (including fresh-

men) vs. Bellmont – 6 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Girls bowling State at H.P.

Lanes in Columbus – 10:45 a.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Junior high wrestling at Jay Coun-

ty Invite – 9 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys bowling State at Colum-
bus – 10:45 a.m.

TV sports
Today

3 p.m. — Premier League soccer: West Ham
United at Leicester City (USA)

6 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: Purdue
at Penn State (BTN)

7 p.m. — College basketball: North Texas at
Florida Atlantic (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: North
Carolina at Duke (ESPN)

7 p.m. — NHL: Columbus Blue Jackets at Mon-

treal Canadiens (FOX); St. Louis Blues at Wash-
ington Capitals (FDSN Indiana)

8 p.m. — NBA: Denver Nuggets at Milwaukee
Bucks (TNT)

8 p.m. — PVF volleyball: Vegas Thrill at Indy
Ignite (FS1)

8 p.m. — College hockey: Michigan at Ohio
State (BTN)

8:30 p.m. — NBA: Charlotte Hornets at Dallas
Mavericks (ABC)

9 p.m. — College basketball: Cleveland State
at Wright State (ESPN2)

9 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: South
Carolina at Ole Miss (ESPN)

10 p.m. — CONCACAF Champions Cup soccer:

Vancouver Whitecaps at Deportivo Saprissa (FS1)

Friday
2:30 p.m. — Bundesliga soccer: VfB Stuttgart

at Bayern Munich (ESPN2)
3 p.m. — IndyCar: Grand Prix of St. Petersburg

(FS1)
6 p.m. — College hockey: Michigan at Ohio

State (BTN)
7 p.m. — College basketball: Davidson at VCU

(ESPN2)
7 p.m. — Unrivaled basketball: Vinyl BC at

Laces BC (TNT)
7:30 p.m. — NBA: Cleveland Cavaliers at

Boston Celtics (ESPN)

8 p.m. — College basketball: UCLA at Purdue
(FOX)

8:15 p.m. — Unrivaled basketball: Mist BC at
Phantom BC (TNT)

8 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at Miami Heat
(FDSN Indiana)

9 p.m. — College basketball: Iowa at North-
western (FS1); Kent State at Akron (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — NBA: Los Angeles Clippers at Los
Angeles Lakers (ESPN)

11 p.m. — College basketball: Nevada at UNLV
(FS1)

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County High School sophomore Benson Barnett draws a foul on
Caleb Hummel of Winchester at the tail end of a press break. The Patriots
hung on to win the game 68-57 after Winchester shaved a 19-point deficit to
only six midway through the fourth quarter.


