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Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  48 degrees
Wednesday. The low was 29.

Tonight’s forecast calls for
a low in the upper 20s with
winds gusting to 35 mph.
Expect windy conditions Sat-
urday with a high in the
lower 30s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Mike Abell, 78
Details on page 2.

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers avail-
able from 9 a.m. to noon Satur-
day in the shopping center at
220 Lincoln St., Portland, the
parking lot east of  Redkey
Post Office and the parking lot
south of  Salamonia Fire Sta-
tion.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS boys basketball
game against Bellmont.

Tuesday — Photos from
the Fort Recovery choir
cabaret concert.

Wednesday — Coverage of
next week’s Jay School Board
meeting.

Deaths In review Coming upWeather

Interactive duo

Ehab Tamimi

Ryanhood — Ryan Green (left) and Cameron Hood — Will perform at 7 p.m. tonight at the Jay County Campus of
Arts Place in Portland. The folk rock duo has won Best Group/Duo at the International Acoustic Music Awards and has
toured with Jason Mraz and Kelly Clarkson, among others. Tickets are $9 for students and $15 for adults and are available
at myartsplace.org, by calling 9260) 726-4809 or at Arts Place, 131 E. Walnut St., Portland.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Ryan Green and Cameron
Hood started as friendly rivals.

Their musical partnership
has long outdistanced those
early battles.

Green and Hood perform
together as the musical duo
Ryanhood, which will perform
at 7 p.m. tonight at the Jay
County Campus of  Arts Place.

The duo’s shows typically
leads off  with some “guitar
fireworks” and humor, Green
said.

“You get a lot of  synergy and
tight harmonies,” he added.
“You get a lot of  interaction

with the audience. We began as
street performers in Boston, so
we’ve honed that kind of  men-
tality of  really being engaging
and getting the audience par-
ticipating and paying atten-
tion. There’s a lot of  humor.”

They play guitar, mandolin
and ukulele, and storytelling is
also integral to their style.
Green and Hood seek to take
the audience on a journey.

“You’ll clap,” Green added.
“You’ll laugh. And you may
have some emotional moments
as well. … It’s kind of  a full
range of  emotion.”

Tickets for tonight’s per-
formance are $9 for students

and $15 for adults. They are
available at myartsplace.org,
by calling (260) 726-4809 or by
visiting Arts Place, 131 E. Wal-
nut St., Portland.

Hood and Green were a year
apart at University High
School in Tucson, Arizona.
During their teenage years,
they were in rival rock groups
that competed against each
other in battle of  the bands
contests.

It was when Green left to go
to Berklee College of  Music in
Boston while Hood stayed in
Arizona to pursue an art
degree that they formed a long-
distance musical partnership.

After college, Hood moved
across the country and the duo
began their career as street
performers at Boston’s Quincy
Market.

That led to performing at col-
leges and eventually to touring
nationally. The list of  artists
they’ve toured with includes
Jay-Z, Lifehouse, Train, Kelly
Clarkson and Jason Mraz.

They were also featured per-
formers at the Australia
National Folk Festival in 2018.

“That was great to get to
have our music bring us to the
other side of  the world,” said
Green.

See Duo page 2

One-time friendly rivals, now award-winning pair
will take stage tonight at Arts Place in Portland

By GREG STOHR
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Chief  Justice John Roberts
temporarily let President Donald
Trump keep freezing foreign-aid
payments while the U.S. Supreme
Court weighs whether to lift an
order that would require dis-
bursement of  as much as $2 bil-
lion.

Acting shortly after Trump
filed an emergency request,
Roberts issued an administrative
stay pausing a judge’s order that
would have required payments to
be made by 11:59 p.m. Washing-
ton time Wednesday night.
Roberts’ order asked humanitari-
an groups challenging the freeze
to respond by Friday at noon.

U.S. District Judge Amir
Ali said Tuesday the administra-
tion had failed to comply with his
earlier order to lift a freeze on for-
eign assistance through U.S.
Agency for International Devel-
opment.

Humanitarian groups say the
freeze is having a devastating
effect, upending hundreds of
projects, forcing USAID partner
groups to lay off  or furlough
thousands of  U.S. workers and
putting people who depend on the
assistance at risk of  disease and
death. The groups say the money
includes payment for work
already completed.

The Trump administration
says Ali overstepped his authori-
ty and imposed an impossible-to-
meet deadline in his latest order.

“This new order requiring pay-
ment of  enormous sums of  for-
eign-assistance money in less

than 36 hours intrudes on the pre-
rogatives of  the executive
branch,” acting U.S. Solicitor
General Sarah Harris said in a
Wednesday night filing.

Roberts is the justice assigned
to handle emergency matters
involving courts in the nation’s
capital.

The case is the second Trump-
related clash to reach
the Supreme Court since he took
office Jan. 20 and began aggres-
sively trying to remake the feder-
al government. The court so far
has held off  acting on Trump’s
bid to immediately fire the head
of  a federal whistleblower office.

Freeze can stay in place

By LESLIE 
BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

The Constitution’s Sec-
ond Amendment protec-
tions don’t include
machine guns, the Indiana
Court of  Appeals ruled
last week, citing existing
case law. The term
includes the fully automat-
ic firearms and conversion
devices.

Indianapolis Metropoli-
tan Police Department
Officers arrested a then-18-
year-old Jacob McGee, tot-
ing a Glock 22 fitted with a
conversion device, in 2023.
He was convicted of  Level
5 felony machine gun pos-
session in Marion Superi-
or Court and sentenced to
four years: two in commu-
nity corrections and two
suspended to probation.

McGee appealed. He
argued Indiana’s ban on
machine guns violates his
constitutional right to
bear arms, and, alterna-
tively, that there wasn’t
enough evidence that he
knew the “Glock switch”
made his firearm into a
machine gun.

In a Feb. 19 opinion, a
three-judge panel cited a
long history of  recogni-
tion that this constitution-
al right is “not unlimited.”
It agreed with “the over-
whelming number” of  fed-
eral district courts and
federal appellate courts
that “have uniformly con-
cluded” that the Second
Amendment’s plain text
doesn’t protect machine
guns because they’re “dan-
gerous and unusual
weapons.”

“McGee’s Second
Amendment challenge
thus fails,” Judge Nancy
Vaidik, the opinion’s
author, wrote.

The judicial panel also
decided there was enough
evidence to support
McGee’s conviction.

It noted that McGee said
he bought the Glock 22 in a
private sale for $800 the
day before his arrest, and
that it came with the
switch. 

See Apply page 2

Court:
Second
doesn’t
apply to
machine
guns

Temporary halt allowed
while court considers case

Tribune News Service/AFP via Getty Images/Clarens Siffroy

Fleeing violence
Men load a couch onto a truck as residents

flee their homes Tuesday to escape gang violence in the
Delmas neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, Haiti. The
United Nations on Feb. 20 launched an appeal for more
than $900 million to help 3.9 million people in 2025 in
Haiti, a country ravaged by gang violence where nearly
half the population suffers from acute food insecurity. 



Nonsupport
A Huntington woman

was sentenced to jail for
nonsupport of  a depend-
ent.

Jessica Butcher, 33, 1718
Park St., Huntington,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to the Level 6
felony. She was sentenced
to 910 days in Jay County
Jail with all but 180 days
suspended and given 142
days credit for time served. 

Butcher was assessed
$189 in court costs and
placed on probation for 730
days. She was ordered to
pay $5,115.82 in restitution
to Elizabeth A. Brotherton
for the benefit of  her child.

Intimidation
A Pennville man was

sentenced to jail for intimi-
dation.

Steven E. Geesaman, 47,
6327 W. Walnut Corner
Road, Pennville, pleaded
guilty in Jay Superior
Court to the Level 6 felony.
He was sentenced to 910
days in Jay County Jail
with all but 428 days sus-
pended and given 428 days
credit for time served. 

Geesaman was fined $25,
assessed $189 in court costs
and placed on probation for
482 days. As part of  his plea
agreement, a Class A mis-
demeanor for criminal
trespassing was dismissed.

Justice obstruction
A Muncie man was sen-

tenced to prison for
obstruction of  justice and
other charges.

Bobby J. Nealy, 43, 1200
East 18th St., Muncie,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to possession of
methamphetamine and
obstruction of  justice, both
Level 6 felonies. He was
sentenced to 540 days in
Indiana Department of
Correction and given 32
days credit for time served. 

He was assessed $189.50
in court costs and ordered
to pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction
and correction fee. As part
of  his plea agreement, a
habitual offender enhance-
ment was dismissed.

Resisting law
An Indianapolis man

was sentenced to jail for
resisting law enforcement.

Jeantinel Zephirin, 39,
3930 Breen Drive, Indi-
anapolis, pleaded guilty in
Jay Superior Court to a
Class A misdemeanor, a
lesser charge. (It was origi-

nally filed as a Level 6
felony.) He was sentenced
to one year in Jay County
Jail with all but eight days
suspended and given eight
days credit for time served. 

Zephirin was fined $500,
assessed $189 in court costs
and placed on probation for
357 days. As part of  his plea
agreement, a Class C mis-
demeanor for driving with-
out a license was dis-
missed.

Drug possession
Four Indiana residents

were sentenced to serve
time for drug possession.

Cheyenne P. Petro, 30, 519
South Spencer St., Redkey,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level
6 felony. She was sentenced
to one year in Jay County
Jail with all of  her sen-
tence suspended. Petro was
fined $25, assessed $189 in
court costs and ordered to
pay a $200 drug abuse, pros-
ecution, interdiction and
correction fee. She was
placed on probation for one
year. As part of  her plea
agreement, a Class B mis-
demeanor for possession of
marijuana was dismissed.
In a separate Jay Superior
Court case, Petro pleaded
guilty to another county of
possession of  methamphet-
amine, a Level 6 felony. She
was sentenced to one year
in Jay County Jail with all
but 60 days of  her sentence
suspended and given four
days credit for time served.
(Petro’s sentence will be
served consecutively to the

first sentence.) She was
placed on probation for 305
days, fined $25, assessed 189
in court costs and ordered
to pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction
and correction fee.

Curtis W. Mock, 42, 8179
E. 550 North, Pennville,
pleaded guilty in Jay Cir-
cuit Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level
4 felony. He was sentenced
to 10 years in Indiana
Department of  Correction
with four years suspended
and given credit for time
served. Mock was placed
on probation, assessed $189
in court costs and ordered
to pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction
and correction fee.

Jacob J. Westlake, 34,
3012 East Royerton Road,
Muncie, pleaded guilty in
Jay Superior Court to pos-
session of  a narcotic drug,
a Level 6 felony. He was sen-
tenced to one year in Jay
County Jail and given 316
days credit for time served.
Westlake was fined $25,
assessed $189 in court costs
and ordered to pay a $200
drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correction
fee.

Robert J. Balle, 52, 623 ½
E. Votaw St., Portland,
pleaded guilty in Jay Cir-
cuit Court to  possession of
methamphetamine, a Level
5 felony. His charge was
lessened from a Level 4
felony. He was sentenced to
three years in Indiana
Department of  Correction
and given credit for time
served. Balle was assessed

$189 in court costs and
ordered to pay a $200 drug
abuse, prosecution, inter-
diction and correction fee.
As part of  his plea agree-
ment, a habitual offender
enhancement was dis-
missed.

Handgun possession
A Goshen man is serving

time in prison for unlawful
possession of  a handgun.

Matthew V. Orlando, 43,
1108 Hickory St., pleaded
guilty in Jay Circuit Court
to the Level 5 felony. He was
sentenced to four years in
Indiana Department of
Correction and given cred-
it for time served. Orlando
was assessed $189 in court
costs. The court ordered
Indiana Department of
Correction to provide a
mental health assessment
and treatment for Orlando.

As part of  his plea agree-
ment, the following
charges were dismissed: a
Level 6 felony for operating
a vehicle while intoxicated,
a Level 6 felony for operat-
ing a vehicle with a blood
alcohol level of  0.15% or
more, a Class A misde-
meanor for resisting law
enforcement, a Class A
misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  marijuana, a Class
C misdemeanor for violat-
ing driving conditions, a
Class C misdemeanor for
possession of  parapherna-
lia and a habitual offender
enhancement.

Page 2 Local/Indiana The Commercial Review
Friday, February 28, 2025

� � �

T-RPA T

� � �

EMIMTI-T-T TI

� � ����������

ppA

Inse
� � � ���������

y atl

erter
� � �� � �

eryEmplo
ytunitOppor

lauEq

.ALLS PLEASENO PHONE C
yidary - FuesdaTe Hours: 10 am - 4 pm, �cO

7371, IN 4tlandoreet • Ptrain Sest MW309 
eviewcial Rommerhe CTy • ompanting Cinraphic Phe GrT

Mike Abell
June 1, 1946-Feb. 24, 2025

Mike Abell, age 78, passed
away of  natural causes on Feb.
24, 2025, at the
Atrium Hospital
in Middletown,
Ohio. 

There will be a
celebration of
Mike’s life some-
time in the spring
of  this year.

Mike was born
in Lincoln, Illi-
nois, on June 1, 1946, to Victor
and Nell (Robish) Abell. Mike
graduated from high school in
Lincoln, Illinois. He attended
Springfield Junior College and
enrolled in the U.S. Navy in
1966. He served as an electron-
ics technician on the USS
Franklin D. Roosevelt aircraft
carrier during the Vietnam War

until his honorable discharge in
1969. 

Mike worked for RCA Atlantic
Fleets Weapons Range in Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands from
1969 to 1978. While there he
enjoyed diving and spearfishing.

He briefly worked for Purdue
in 1979 before joining Nicollet
(later acquired by GE) as a field
service engineer based from his
home in West Lafayette, Indiana.

Mike worked for Applied
Materials in San Jose, Califor-
nia, from 1996 to 2001 and Intel
Corporation in Colorado
Springs, Colorado, from 2000 to
2001.

He was an avid amateur
astronomer, actively involved
with the Muncie Astronomy
Club. His friend “Big” Mike
Walker allowed Mike to build a
personal observatory on his
land near Portland, Indiana. He

enjoyed building this observato-
ry, named “Tall Timbers.” Mike
imaged deep space objects, espe-
cially planetary nebulae. Some
of  Mike’s images are displayed
on the Muncie Astronomy Club
website. Mike enjoyed viewing
the 2024 total solar eclipse,
recalling his trip to Mexico with
his long-time friend Bill Annis
of  Haines, Alaska, to view the
eclipse in 1991.

Mike was proud to be 27 years
sober and was appreciative of
the support he received from
Alcoholics Anonymous.

Mike was preceded in death by
his parents Victor and Nell
Abell; his older sister Barbara
(Abell) Conley and her spouse
Don Conley; niece Mary (Con-
ley) Nivens; and nephews Chuck
Conley and Mike Conley.

He is survived by his brothers
Vic and Carol (Elson) Abell of

West Lafayette; and Dave and
Alicia (Susong) Abell of  Arcata,
California.

Known by many as “Uncle
Mike,” he is survived by numer-
ous nieces and nephews includ-
ing Anne (Abell) Nichols of  Col-
lege Station, Texas, Mark and
Tammy (Bixler) Abell of
Greenville, Ohio, Tom and
Lynne (Reddington) Abell of
Eugene, Oregon, Catherine
“Cathy” (Conley) Kihara of
Havre, Montana, Ruth (Conley)
and Rick Lagerquist of  Plenty-
wood, Montana, and Carol (Con-
ley) and Grant Sather of  Merid-
ian, Idaho.

Mike was survived by numer-
ous grandnieces and grand-
nephews and was especially
close to his grandniece, Sarah
Abell, and grandnephew,
Andrew Abell. He is also sur-
vived by numerous great-grand-

nieces and great-grand-
nephews.

His family has requested that
any memorial donations be
made in Mike’s name to the
American Heart Association at
P.O. Box 840692, Dallas, TX
75284-0692, or online at
heart.org

Fond memories and expres-
sions of  sympathy may be
shared at zecharbailey.com for
the Abell family.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those
with a connection to our cover-
age area free of  charge. They
include the name, city of  resi-
dence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Abell

Friday
Keller, Charles: 10:30 a.m.,

Mary Help of Christians
Catholic Church, 403 Sharps-
burg Road, Fort Recovery.

Heston, Herbert: 11 a.m.,
MJS Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian
St., Redkey.

Wilhelm, Debbie: 2 p.m.,
Goodway Baptist church, 14065
W. 400 North, Medaryville.

Saturday
Evans, Robley: 10:30 a.m.,

First Presbyterian Church, 215 E.
Dustman Road, Bluffton.

James, David: 5 p.m., Baird-
Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Service listings provided by
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Continued from page 1
RyanHood — music and

videos are available at ryan-
hood.com — has produced
nine albums, including the
most recent “Under the
Leaves.” It was named Best
Group/Duo at the 2014 Inter-
national Acoustic Music
Awards.

Green describes their
music as folk rock.

“We’ve been called
Simon and Garfunkel on

steroids,” he added. “You
get the harmonies and you
get the sweetness of  that
sound but also some real
high energy stuff  as well
— that’s where the
steroids part comes in, I
guess.”

There’s something spe-
cial about being part of  a
musical duo, Green said,
especially coming from the
background of  being in
larger bands. In those situ-

ations, there are a lot of
opinions and it can be dif-
ficult to make decisions,
he said. Solo artistry,
meanwhile, can be lonely
and lack feedback.

Working together brings
a different element to cre-
ativity and performance.

“We are among each
other’s closest friends and
also we’re always trying to
impress one another when
we’re bringing material to

each other,” said Green.
“We have to meet that stan-
dard. …

“On stage as a duo,
we’re very spontaneous
with one another and very
interactive with one
another. And that, to me,
starts to create … a spon-
taneity and interactive-
ness with the audience as
well. I think the audience
sees that we’re having fun
with each other …”

Continued from page 1
He testified the seller told him

“what it was.” When asked what one
does, he responded that it “make(s)
your gun shoot fast basically” but
said he didn’t realize it would enable

the firearm to shoot multiple bullets
in a single pull of  the trigger.”

The trial court opined that McGee
still understood the switch would
amplify the gun’s ability to fire
beyond semi-automatic functions.

Vaidik wrote that he’d asked her
court to “reweigh the evidence, which
we don’t do.”

“The evidence is sufficient to prove
McGee knew the switch made his gun
a machine gun,” Vaidik concluded.

Duo ...

Apply ...

Felony court news

Lotteries

CR almanac

31/16 35/24 46/39 53/50 53/32
Saturday

looks to be
mostly cloudy
with wind
gusts up to 25
mph.

Wednes-
day’s forecast
shows a 70%
chance of
rain with tem-
peratures in
the upper
50s.

Mostly
sunny on Sun-
day with highs
again in the
mid 30s.

Monday’s
forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
with a chance
of rain late.

Saturday
3/1

Sunday
3/2

Monday
3/3

Tuesday
3/4

Wednesday
3/5

Powerball
28-48-55-60-62
Power Ball: 20
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$272 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$197 million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-5-6
Daily Four: 6-7-8-1
Quick Draw: 6-8-11-13-

16-20-24-27-33-34-35-41-45-
48-49-52-55-57-65-66

Evening
Daily Three: 1-2-7

Daily Four: 9-4-3-5
Quick Draw: 7-13-16-

17-20-24-29-41-44-50-59-60-
61-62-66-67-71-73-74-75

Cash 5: 1-4-16-33-34
Estimated jackpot:

$105,000

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 9-4-0
Pick 4: 5-4-3-2
Pick 5: 4-1-8-4-8
Evening
Pick 3: 6-7-1
Pick 4: 7-0-3-3
Pick 5: 8-0-1-5-8
Rolling Cash: 4-7-19-21-

23
Estimated jackpot:

$140,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.70
April corn ................4.86
May corn..................4.92

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.88
March corn ..............4.88
April corn ................4.99

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.87
March corn ..............4.87
Beans ......................10.29

March beans ..........10.29
Wheat ...................... 5.35

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.81
March corn ..............4.81
Beans ......................10.21
March beans ..........10.23
Wheat ......................5.34

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.66
March corn ..............4.66
Beans ......................10.00
March beans ..........10.05
Wheat ......................5.11

In 1827, the Baltimore
& Ohio Railroad became
the first in the U.S. that
was chartered for com-
mercial transportation
of  freight and passen-
gers. Baltimore was the
second-largest city in the
country at that time.

In 1922, Egypt was
declared an independent
country.

In 2018, at midnight
Jay County Hospital
went live with its inte-
gration into Indiana Uni-

versity Health, officially
becoming IU Health Jay.
The change had been
approved by IU Health
and various local offi-
cials the previous
November.

In 2022, Dunkirk City
Council approved 2%
increases to both its
water and sewer rates.
The increases were part
of  the city’s five-year
utility plan and were set
to go into effect June 1.

—The CR

Monday
4 p.m. — Jay School

Board executive session,
Jay County Junior-
Senior High School, 2072
W. Indiana 67, Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, Jay County Jun-
ior-Senior High School,
2072 W. Indiana 67, Port-
land.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

Tuesday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Commissioners execu-
tive session, auditorium,
Jay County Courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St.

There’s a
50% chance
of rain Tues-
day under
mostly cloudy
skies. Thun-
derstorms
possible late.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N. Merid-
ian St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the West
Walnut Church of  Christ
fellowship hall, 204 W.
Walnut St., Portland.
(Please enter from the
door facing the alley on
the north side of  the

building.) For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8463.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from
noon to 5 p.m. the first
and third Saturday and
Sunday of  the month. It is
located at 510 E. Arch St.,
Portland. The website is
museumofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information,
call (800) 589-1121.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information,
call (260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free preg-
nancy testing with ongo-
ing support during and
after pregnancy. The cen-
ter is located at 216 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
Hours are 1 to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. For
more information or to
schedule an appointment,
call (260) 726-8636. Walk-
ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals
find connections as they
develop long-term recov-
ery meets at noon each
Tuesday in the IU Health
Jay Outpatient Behav-
ioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is
welcome.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in

the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community
Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-
ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

SINGLES AND SEPA-
RATES SUPPORT GROUP
— For anyone who’s lost a
loved one or has a spouse
living in long-term care
or suffering from an ill-
ness, the group will meet
at 2 p.m. the first Wednes-
day of  each month in the
Arthur & Gloria Musel-
man Wellness Pavilion in
Berne. For more informa-
tion, call Sarah Conrad at
(260) 589-4496.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAM-
ILY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evi-
dence-based intervention
for helping families
affected by addiction
meets at 4 p.m. each
Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

OUR SERVICES

ACT NOW! 
UP TO $600 off*

YOUR LOCAL 
FOUNDATION REPAIR 
AND WATERPROOFING 
EXPERT.

CALL FOR YOUR FREE HOME INSPECTION 

877-229-0197

BEFORE AFTER

BEFORE AFTER

& 

DEAR ABBY: I have two sis-
ters. Our mother passed away
last year after a bad fall. I was
her primary caretaker and was
with her every day. The other
two sisters were not speaking
to her at all, which hurt her
deeply. She had dementia but
still missed them and would
talk about them often. It was
all very sad. 

When Mom died, my older
sister wouldn’t tell her good-
bye. She didn’t attend the

funeral and said to everyone
who would listen that she was-
n’t sad. My younger sister
arrived — late — for the funer-
al. Afterward, they attacked

me — screaming, cursing, etc.
They were angry over small
things, like the fact that I used
my older sister’s maiden name
in a DRAFT of  Mom’s obituary. 

I cut them off  and have
stopped speaking to them and
to the rest of  the family. I want
no details about my life getting
back to them, giving them rea-
son to attack me again. 

The problem is that my
entire family is now gone. I am
so sad. Not only did I lose my

mother, but everyone else as
well. Should I approach them?
— WORSE THAN GRIEF IN
GEORGIA

DEAR WORSE: I would
advise against approaching
your sisters again, for the
reasons you stated. If  you
wish to contact extended
family, reach out with the
understanding that any-
thing you tell them will like-
ly drift back to your sisters.
Because your siblings are so

unpleasant, it may make
more sense for you to con-
centrate your energies on
deepening the friendships
you have with others.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. 

Contact Dear Abby at Dear-
Abby.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.

Community Calendar

By JANN BLACKSTONE
Tribune News Service

Q. My wife and I have
been doing our best to get
along with her ex and his
partner. We all have kids
and have decided we will
all be the first to call each
other if  there is an emer-
gency for the kids.
Because of  this, we all
exchanged keys to our
homes in case of  emer-
gency. The kids go back
and forth on a weekly
basis. Yesterday I came
home to find my wife’s
ex’s partner in my garage
raiding my floor freezer
for lobster tails. I was so
shocked I just stood there
as she put the tails back
in the freezer and said

nothing as she walked out
the side door. I have no
idea how to handle this.
Should I press charges?
What’s good ex-etiquette?

A. I’m having trouble
keeping a straight face
right now, but I must tell
you, this is not the first
time I have heard a story
like this. (It is the first
lobster tail story; most of
the time, the culprit is

stealing meat of  some
sort, and it has been
everyone from a mother-
in-law to exes, sometimes
even the kids.)

My first question would
be do you think your
wife’s ex knew about this
little excursion? If  he did-
n’t know about it before
she did it, it might make a
difference in working
through it. I have dealt
with a similar situation
when the spouse swore he
had no idea what his part-
ner was up to, which let
him off  the hook, but also
complicated the issue at
their house. That’s anoth-
er column.

So, what do you do?
There’s not much more

you can do other than call
a meeting between the
adults and hash it out. I
suspect the ex’s wife is
embarrassed and doesn’t
really know what to say at
this point. She was
wrong. She broke into
your home, even if  she
had a key, and was steal-
ing your personal proper-
ty. I would ask them how
they plan to make
amends and then ask for
your key back. Let them
know that you were doing
your best to work with
them, but this is a huge
setback. Before the meet-
ing I would suggest you
and your wife get clear
about future boundaries
and make sure they are

understood in no uncer-
tain terms. Personally, I
would not be rude, but I
would keep my distance
in the future.

Should you press
charges? That’s a tough
one. With the kids in
mind, I would weigh how
pressing charges for this
particular offense will
affect your future interac-
tion with the father of
your wife’s children. If  it
was me, I would make it
clear that if  anything
close to this happened
again, I will be going
straight to the police. And
then at that point I would
be waiting for a list of
things they planned on
doing to make things

right. I want to make it
clear I am not telling you
not to press charges. If
you think making an
example would be more
appropriate than a con-
versation, that is your
right as a parent. But
good ex-etiquette always
starts with a conversa-
tion with the kids’ best
interest at the forefront.

••••••••
Jann Blackstone is a

child custody mediator
and the author of  “The
Bonus Family Handbook:
The Definitive Guide to
Co-parenting and Creat-
ing Stronger Families.
She can be reached at
bonusfamilies.com or
jann@bonusfamilies.com.

Ex’s partner caught red-handed
Ex-

Etiquette

Sisters’ decisions exacerbate loss of mother 
Dear
Abby
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By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Your pets may only be there for
part of  your life, but you are
their whole life.

That phrase, more or less, has
circulated the internet in years
past, reminding pet owners to
cherish their animals.

I found myself  trying to make
the most of  those words recently.

As I started writing a draft for
this column, I looked over at my
senior border collie, Beauty,
while she scratched that itch on
her ear in just the right place.
I’ve been blessed to share 13
years with her.

Thirteen years. She’s been
around for nearly half  my life.

My parents lost our other fam-
ily pet, 12-year-old Minnie the
cat, late last year. At that time, I
told Beauty she wasn’t allowed to
leave us any time soon.

After finding a lump on her
back recently, I was worried I
may have jinxed myself.

Any time you find a lump in a
place there shouldn’t be a lump,
on a human or pet, concern is
valid. Senior pets, too, are a
whole different breed of  worry.

Any out-of-place growth or mole
could spell that six-letter diagno-
sis no one wants to hear. Nearly
everyone I talked to after sched-
uling a veterinarian appoint-
ment said the same thing: let’s
hope it isn’t cancer.

We’ve had a few health scares
in recent years with Beauty after
doing routine senior dog blood
work, but additional testing abat-
ed our worries quickly. She’s a
healthy looking dog for her age.

A lump wasn’t something I
wanted to think about just yet. 

Plus, it wasn’t easy to find. A
soft lump that moved around
under her skin, it was hard to
pinpoint. My fiance, Justin,
couldn’t feel the lump when I
tried to show him, but he still
encouraged me to look into it.

I waited longer than I should

have to schedule the appoint-
ment. I kept thinking I was wor-
rying over nothing like always

Google told me it could be can-
cer. Then again, Google says just
about any medical concern could
be cancer.

I called Saturday, and the vet-
erinary clinic fit me in for a visit
Feb. 17. I spent the rest of  the
weekend worrying.

With her mortality in mind, I
took a longer walk than usual
with her the day before her
appointment despite the freezing
temperatures. Strolling around
together in the snow felt liberat-
ing somehow. Beauty excitedly
rushed ahead to sniff  every mail-
box, hydrant and tree she could
find on our path.

By the time we returned home,
she waited patiently at the door
as I unlocked it. The cold had
finally sunken into her thick
coat.

You’d think she was freezing,
too, when we made our way into
the Hartford Animal Clinic’s
lobby that next morning. Sur-
rounded on either side by yellow
labradors, Beauty couldn’t stop
shaking. 

She’s never been a fan of  other
dogs. She planted herself  firmly
against the side of  my leg far-
thest away from the others.

The vet tech weighed her
— just under 30 pounds, a nor-
mal weight for my little lady.

We were then ushered into an
exam room, where veterinarian
Dustin Decker quickly appeared
to check her lump.

I offered none of  my internet
search knowledge. Let the pro-
fessional handle it, I thought.

Within a few seconds, he
shared his assumption: lipoma.
A quick fine needle aspiration —
a cell sample extraction from the
growth — indicated the same
diagnosis.

Not to be confused with the
lymph system cancer lym-
phoma, lipomas are benign skin
tumors made up of  fat cells.
They show up as soft, moveable
lumps under the skin and are
typically painless for animals.
They don’t require treatment
unless they become large or
uncomfortable or interfere with
movement.

I’m writing this as if  I
absorbed every word the vet

told me in the moment and did-
n’t research lipomas after the
fact. Truthfully, all I heard was
“not cancer,” “not fatal” and
“no treatment needed.”

I hugged Beauty as I strapped
her harness into the car after
leaving the clinic. She wagged
her tail, licked my cheek and
jumped excitedly in her seat.

My thoughts were correct
— I was worrying over noth-
ing. Then again, I’d rather pay
for a quick check-up and find
nothing substantial than dis-
cover a few months down the
road my dog has a terminal
affliction.

With a senior dog, every year
that goes by together feels that
much more precious. Every
unremarkable test result and
vet appointment help me
breathe a little easier.

I don’t know how much
longer I have with Beauty, but I
know it’ll never feel like
enough time. I was reminded
of  that the other night as she
snuggled into the covers next
to me before falling asleep.

However much life she has
left, we’ll make the most of  it.

Time with our pets is never enough

By MORTON J. MARCUS
Ah, there was good news

recently. 
I say recently because it

may no longer be the case
given the rapidity with
which ideas of  all sorts,
creative and idiotic, float
in and out of  the Indiana
General Assembly.

A bill (House Bill 1008, as
amended) imagines Indi-
ana counties joining
together, by a vote of  the
people, to consider “the
possibility of  a county: 1.
separating from the State
of  Indiana to form a new
state; [or] 2. separating
from the State of  Indiana
to join another state.”

And you thought only
President Donald Trump
was capable of  disruptive
initiatives. Here we have
three disruptive thoughts
borne out of  the original
HB 1008, which itself  was a
near-revolutionary act.
That bill would have estab-
lished the Indiana-Illinois
boundary adjustment com-
mission “to discuss and
recommend whether it is
advisable to adjust the
boundaries between the
two states.”

Adjust boundaries?
Don’t the existing state
boundaries predate the vil-
lainy of  Eve and the
Snake? The unamended
bill has no public partici-
pation in the process. It is
pure Hoosier.

Recommendations are
made to the governor by
the commission members
who are appointed by the
self-same governor. Even if
accepted by that potentate,
nothing will be done prior
to approval by the Indiana
and Illinois legislatures
and the U.S. Congress.

But let’s not get hung up
in the process and instead
consider the larger ques-
tion: Which of  Illinois’ 102
counties do we desire to
add to our land area? My
guess would be Cook and
Will Counties, but I’m a
dreamer not a legislator.

Let’s pretend that we
were interested in having
control of  the Wabash
River which separates
Indiana from Illinois from
south of  Terre Haute (Vigo
County) down to the Ohio
River.

Five Illinois counties
(Clark, Crawford,
Lawrence, Wabash and
White) would become part
of  Indiana. There’s the

first problem. All those
names are currently used
by Indiana counties.
Which will give up their
current names, the rebel-
lious of  Illinois or the
acquisitive of  Indiana?

What would we gain?
Five counties with 72,500
persons. Each of  these five
Illinois counties has lost
population in the past 10
years. Together their popu-
lations have declined by
7.7%.

In this respect they
match up well with our five
counties that border Illi-
nois across the Wabash
River. These are Vigo, Sul-
livan, Knox, Gibson and
Posey, each of  which have
also lost population in the
past 10 years. As a group,
the five Indiana counties
lost 2.3% of  their popula-
tions.

In terms of  total person-
al income, the Illinois-5
saw a growth of  30% over
10 years, while Indiana’s
counties had a 42%
increase. The resultant
growth in per capita per-
sonal income for the Indi-
ana-5 was 45% compared to
41% in the five counties to
the west.

In sum, the Illinois-5 are
neither numerous nor
wealthy enough for us to
get excited about adding
them to our illustrious 92
counties. We would have to
grab off  a richer, more pop-
ulous set of  counties
before accepting our neigh-
bors’ poor cast-offs.

••••••••••
Marcus is an economist.

Email him at mortonjmar-
cus@gmail.com.

Cast offs aren’t
worth the trouble

Eye 
on the

Pie

On 
the 
Line

Each of these
five Illinois

counties has
lost population

in the past
10 years.

Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

On “CBS Mornings” Wednesday,
Gayle King asked Ed Bastian, CEO of
Delta Airlines, if  he was concerned
by what she referred to as the Trump
administration’s firing of  “many
employees of  the FAA.”

She went on to imply, without evi-
dence, that the recent plane crashes
might have had something to do with
those actions. “After looking at all
these mishaps,” King said, wearing a
concerned expression, “A lot of  peo-
ple are very nervous.”

Bastian was having none of  that.
He said there had been less than 400

support-staff  job cuts in an agency
that employs some 50,000 and that he
was satisfied they had no impact on
safety and that hirings were soon to
follow.

“The Trump administration has
committed to investing deeply in
terms of  improving the overall tech-
nologies that are used in the air traf-
fic control systems and modernizing
the skies,” he said. “They’ve commit-
ted to hiring additional controllers
and investigators, and safety and
investigators. So no, I’m not con-
cerned with that at all.”

For those on the right who look for
evidence of  media bias, the exchange
was red meat, especially since King
looked shocked, even disappointed,
by Bastian’s unequivocal answer,
countering a dominant narrative that
the new administration was destroy-
ing any and all responsibilities of  the
federal government.

Worse for King, this was not some
administration operative, or even a
political appointee such as the new
secretary of  transportation, Sean
Duffy. This was the CEO of  one of
America’s largest airlines and some-

one who surely would be sounding an
alarm if  there was new reason to
worry about the safety of  the nation’s
skies.

In fact, he was doing the opposite,
stating the opinion that the FAA has
long been limited by outdated techno-
logical equipment and that the new
administration had committed to rec-
tifying that situation.

At the same time, though, he was
also making the point that there has
been no evidence yet presented by the
National Transportation Safety
Board or any other such body that
problems at the FAA had contributed
to the recent incidents either at Wash-
ington Reagan Airport or this week
in Toronto, which is, of  course, under
Canadian jurisdiction. Both of  those
incidents are under investigation
and, even allowing for them, Bastian
was of  course right to point out that
air travel remains far and away the
safest mode of  mechanized trans-
portation in the United States.

We say King was doing her job and
asking a question on everyone’s
mind, whatever the look on her face.
But we’re also glad Bastian batted it
down. After former Transportation
Secretary Pete Buttigieg, who should
know better, tried to score some polit-
ical points with his base by making a
similar vague implication, Duffy said
on X Thursday that the Trump
administration plans to invest major
new resources and immediately over-

haul “our outdated, World War II-era
air traffic control system.”

If  we were in less polarized times,
we’d all be cheering that initiative
and, more importantly, holding this
administration to that promise. Espe-
cially since we all know they don’t
always keep their promises. It would
also not be controversial to assert
that talking to some of  Elon Musk’s
SpaceX technical team, and letting
them look at the FAA’s wheezing tech-
nology, is not an inherently bad idea.
There are some smart people there.
They may have some good ideas for
improvement.

We share much of  the alarm at the
activities, and the modus operandi, of
the Department of  Government Effi-
ciency, commonly known as DOGE.
And we abhor Trump’s appalling
implication that “DEI” was likely
responsible for the crashes. No evi-
dence has been presented of  that,
either. He should have remained
silent.

But the situation with the FAA is a
reminder that critical thinkers know
that more than one thing can be true
at once.

The Trump administration can be
setting about trying to destroy some
of  the crucial functions of  the federal
government even as they also try to
improve at least one of  them, the
agency that keeps us safe in the skies.
Smart Democrats will oppose policies
that harm Americans and weaken
the nation while supporting initia-
tives that enhance safety and
strengthen the country.

Otherwise, it will be a very long
four years that could leave the coun-
try in rubble.

Clearly, Delta’s Bastian under-
stands that all too well and had the
courage to say so. Good for him.

Some critical thinking is required
Guest
Editorial
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs 
 4 times a month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

Businesses 
& 

Services
Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

Brigade
You’re safer 

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road, 
Portland, IN 47371

(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

J Wood Products
 For Sale

Sawdust & Firewood  Call 
or Text 260-251-1154. 

415 W Water St. Portland. 
7:00 am-3:00 pm.  

Sisters 
Sweet Escape

41 W 275 S
Portland, IN 47371

260-202-9591

By SUSANNE RUST 
and KAREN KAPLAN
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

When the deadly H5N1 bird flu
virus made its first appearance at
a U.S. poultry farm in February
2022, roughly 29,000 turkeys at an
Indiana facility were sacrificed in
an attempt to avert a larger out-
break.

It didn’t work. Three years
later, highly pathogenic avian
influenza has spread to all 50
states. The number of  commer-
cial birds that have died or been
killed exceeds 166 million and the
price of  eggs is at an all-time
high.

Poultry producers, infectious
disease experts and government
officials now concede that H5N1
is likely here to stay. That recog-
nition is prompting some of  them
to question whether the long-
standing practice of  culling every
single bird on an infected farm is
sustainable over the long-term.

Instead, they are discussing
such strategies as targeted depop-
ulation, vaccinations, and even
the relocation of  wetlands and
bodies of  water to lure virus-car-
rying wild birds away from poul-
try farms.

But each of  these alternatives
entails a variety of  logistical, eco-
nomic and environmental costs
that may eclipse the intended sav-
ings.

“People talk about common-
sense solutions to bird flu,”
said Dr. Maurice Pitesky, a veteri-
narian and commercial poultry
expert at UC Davis. “But that’s
what mass culling is. There’s a
reason we’ve been doing it: It’s
common sense.”

The current version of  the
bird flu — known as H5N1
2.3.4.4b — is both highly conta-
gious and highly lethal. It has
plowed through the nation’s
commercial chickens, turkeys
and ducks with a mortality rate
of  nearly 100%.

“There’s a reason why they call
it ‘highly pathogenic avian
influenza,’” said Angela Ras-
mussen, a virologist at the Uni-
versity of  Saskatchewan’s Vac-
cine and Infectious Disease
Research Organization. “It just
goes straight through a flock like
a hot knife through butter.”

And it’s why most researchers
and veterinarians promote mass
culling, describing it as humane
and cost-effective.

A natural death from H5N1 is
not pleasant for a chicken, said
Rasmussen. The virus produces a
gastrointestinal infection, so the
birds wind up dying of  diarrhea
along with respiratory distress.

“It’s like Ebola without the
hemorrhage,” she said.

Sparing birds that don’t look
sick is a gamble. They may be
infected and able to spread the
virus through their poop before
they have any outward signs of
illness. The only way to know for
sure is to test each bird individu-
ally — an expensive and time-con-
suming prospect. And if  even a

single infected bird is missed, it
can spread the virus to an entire
flock of  replacements, Ras-
mussen said.

Besides, she said, all of  the
extra work that would go into
making sure some chickens can
stay alive would only drive up
labor costs and ultimately make
eggs more expensive.

It also has the potential to
increase the total amount of
virus on farms, which is danger-
ous for human poultry workers,
said Dr. Ashish Jha, dean of  the
Brown University School of  Pub-
lic Health.

“One of  the reasons to cull
early is that you don’t want a lot
of  bird-human exposures,” he
said. “The more infections we
introduce to humans, the more
mutations we’re going to see that
increase the risk for a broader
epidemic or pandemic.”

For all of  these reasons, inter-
national trade agreements
require mass culling — also
known as “stamping out” — so
that importers don’t get a side of
H5N1 with their poultry, said Dr.
Carol Cardona, a veterinarian
and avian influenza researcher at
the University of  Minnesota.

That’s not the only financial
incentive for mass culling. The
USDA reimburses farmers for
eggs and birds that have to be
killed to contain an outbreak, but
not for birds that die of  the flu.

Yet at times, this has
meant killing more than 4.2 mil-
lion birds, most of  which may
have been healthy.

Bill Mattos, president of
the California Poultry Federa-
tion, said a more targeted

approach could be feasible when
all birds are not living under the
same roof. In California, for
instance, farms that raise broiler
chickens typically operate multi-
ple stand-alone buildings with
separate ventilation systems,
entryways and exits.

Biosecurity measures like
these can keep pathogens from
spreading between barns, Car-
dona said. Risks could be reduced
further by requiring workers to
change their clothes and boots
when moving from barn to barn,
or by assigning workers to a sin-
gle barn, she said.

But others, including Dr. John
Korslund, a veterinarian and for-
mer USDA researcher, are skepti-
cal that such a practice could
work, considering the virulence
of  H5N1.

“Chickens are infected and
shedding virus very early, often
before visible evidence of  clinical
illness,” Korslund said. “Odds are
that ‘healthy’ buildings on infect-
ed premises may be in reality in
the early stages of  incubating
infections,” he said.

While it was possible some
buildings might remain virus
free, and some birds could be sal-
vaged, the downsides of  this
approach are huge, Korsland
said. “A lot of  additional virus
will be put into the environ-
ment,” he said.

Indeed, flu particles from one
facility can escape exhaust fans
and travel great distances,
said Michael Osterholm, director
of  the Center for Infectious Dis-
ease Research and Policy at the
University of  Minnesota. Studies
have shown that “the movement

of  virus from farm to farm was
associated with wind direction
and speed,” he said.

Bird flu vaccines may offer
some protection. Both China and
France use them, and the USDA
granted a conditional license this
month for an H5N2 vaccine
designed for chickens, according
to Zoetis, the company that devel-
oped it.

While some are heralding vac-
cines as a potential tool to inocu-
late the nation’s poultry farms,
others say the costs could be too
much.

Most U.S. trade partners are
not keen to import poultry prod-
ucts from countries that vacci-
nate their birds due to concerns
that the shots can mask the pres-
ence of  the virus. And most will
blackball a nation’s entire poul-
try portfolio, even if  just one
region or type of  poultry is infect-
ed.

The U.S. exports more than 6.7
billion pounds of  chicken
meat each year, second only to
Brazil, according to the National
Chicken Council. So as long as
foreign buyers are resistant to
vaccination, the shots probably
won’t be deployed even if  egg-lay-
ing hens are getting wiped out by
the virus.

As members of  the U.S. Con-
gressional and Senate Chicken
Caucuses wrote in a letter this
month to the USDA, “if  an egg-
laying hen in Michigan is vacci-
nated for HPAI, the U.S. right now
would likely be unable to export
an unvaccinated broiler chicken
from Mississippi.”

The new H5N2 vaccine might
allay such concerns. While it

would offer protection against
H5N1, it would elicit antibodies
that look distinct from the ones
that arise from an actual infec-
tion, Cardona said.

Pitesky said that none of
these measures will work if  we
don’t do a better job with flu
surveillance and farm place-
ment.

Wildlife and agriculture offi-
cials should ramp up their test-
ing of  wild birds to determine
where the virus is moving and
how it is evolving, he said. That
will require global coordina-
tion because infected birds can
travel back and forth between
the U.S., Canada, Russia, East
Asia and Europe.

Poultry farms near ponds,
lagoons or wetlands that attract
wild birds should be on high
alert during migration season,
Pitesky said. Farmers should
use apps such as eBird, Bird-
Cast or the Waterfowl Alert
Network to keep tabs on when
the birds are nearby so they can
step up their biosecurity meas-
ures as needed, he said.

It may be possible to lure wild
birds away from agricultural
facilities by bolstering wet-
lands in more remote areas, he
said.

“I keep pushing the idea of
starting to reflood some of
those wetlands, but we haven’t
done it in any kind of  strategic
fashion,” Pitesky said.

The idea makes sense, but
has been brushed off  as “pie in
the sky, which I push back on,”
he said. “I’m like, what we’re
doing right now is obviously
not working.”

Is there a better way?
Killing 166 million birds has not stopped H5N1

Tribune News Service/Getty Images/AFP/Moises Avilla

Hens for sale roam in their cage at Wabash Feed & Garden store in Houston, Texas, on Feb. 10. A resurgence of
avian flu, which first struck the United States in 2022, is hitting chicken farms hard, sending egg prices soaring and rattling
consumers accustomed to buying this dietary staple for only a few dollars.
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in
The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new
job,

the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

MARION YOUNG
FARMERS 

Consignment Auction
Mercer Landmark,
Chickasaw, Ohio

Between U.S. Rt. 127 &
New Bremen
on St. Rt. 274

SATURDAY, MARCH
15th

10 A.M.
PLEASE CONSIGN
YOUR EQUIPMENT
WITH ONE OF THE

FOLLOWING:
Cole Luthman ñ 937-

658-1380
Jacob Wuebker -937-

417-8798
Please call by Feb. 27 to

Ensure Advertising
WE WILL BE TAKING IN

EQUIPMENT
THURSDAY & FRIDAY

before the sale
No items Will be Con-
signed Saturday Morn-

ing
COLDWATER AUCTION

SERVICE

00 CLASSIFIEDS

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE
COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW
up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices
Subscribe at 
thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-

tion Hall at the Jay
County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,

IN 
March 8th, 2025

9:30 A. M.
ANTIQUES-OLD &

COLLECTORS ITEMS
CAST IRON:  Wapak
#9, Griswold #8 & #9,
Wagner chicken fryer
and Sidney griddle;

GRANITE AND PORCE-
LAIN: coffee pots, pans,

roasters and other
pieces, Carnival Glass,
Milk Bottles to include

Union City, McCoy pitch-
er, Fiesta plates, Green

Depression Glass,
tobacco tins, Edison

records, wood pulleys,
Pepsi and Coke cases,
Quaker State oil can,

wood Barrel, CROCKS
AND JUGS; #8 Clover,

#5 UHL, #3, crock
bowls, metal signs,
wood spigots, feed

sacks including Haynes
Milling, pulleys, printer
trays; and many other

itms not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE: 
This is only partial listing
of the many items to be

sold.
ROGERS FAMILY

Loy Auction
AC#31600027

Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kayden Khayyata

AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday March 15th,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 783 S 600E
Portland, IN.

OPEN HOUSE  Sunday
March 2nd & Sunday

March 9th 1-3p.m. or for
private showing phone

auctioneers.
REAL ESTATE

30 Acres in Section 21,
Noble Twp., Jay County.

Sold in parcels and
combinations.

Tract 1:  2 Acres with 3
bedroom farmhouse

containing 2272 sq. ft.
finished living area and

30 x 48í pole
barn/garage.  Partial
basement.  Pole barn
has cement floor, 3
overhead doors and

office area.
Tract 2:  28 Acres with
approx.. 20 tillable, bal-
ance being wooded and

road frontage on CR
600 E. 

OWNER: LARRY BICK-
EL ESTATE By Kent

Bickel, PR.
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587
PUBLIC AUCTION

SATURDAY, MARCH
29TH, 2025
9:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 3430 W
State Road 67, Portland,
IN or 3 Ω miles west of

Portland at the corner of
Hwy 67 and County

Road 200 South.
NOW ACCEPTING
CONSIGNMENTS

UNTIL
NOON. THURSDAY,
MARCH 27TH, 2025. 
Farm Tractors-Farm
Equip.-Construction

Equip.-Trucks-Trailers-
Vehicles-Riding Mowers-
ATVís-Attachments-Misc

TERMS: CASH OR
GOOD CHECK NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR

ACCIDENTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE

FOR NO SHOWS
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Indiana Sales Tax will be
collected at this auction.
AREA CONTRACTORS
& FARMERS OWNERS 

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver

Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com ñ
Auctioneer ID #4243

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

TOWN OF REDKEY
Clerkís office is looking
for part time office help,
about 20hrs/week. Appli-
cations are available at
the Redkey Town Hall.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review

Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various
sizes and prices. Call
The Commercial Review
at 260-726-8141 for
more information.more
information.
ALUMINUM SHEETS

23”x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141.

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE available,
Coldwater, OH. Manufac-
turing, warehousing,
assembly, distribution,
offices, inside and outdoor
storage. Easy access to

major highways and rail-
road access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Contact
Sycamore Group, 419-
678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.com

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-
2642 or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage

T   
    

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 139 MISC. FOR SALE
190 FARMERS

COLUMN 200 FOR RENT

Public Notice
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF PROPOSED 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS                      
Notice is hereby given the taxpayers of Jay County, Indiana that
the proper legal officers of Jay County Council at the Jay County
Court House, at 6:00 o'clock p.m., on the 12thday of March, 2025
will consider the following additional appropriations in excess
of the budget for the current year.

Amount Approved
COUNTY GENERAL $80,000.00
1000-068-30-0068 Insurance- Bldg, Liab, Vehicle $75,000.00
1000-232-30-0041 Circuit Court- Transcripts $5,000.00
LIT- ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT $63,000.00
1112-001-30-0058 John Jay Center for Learning $35,000.00
1112-001-30-0059 Arts in the Parks $15,000.00
1112-001-30-0203 4th of July $10,000.00
1112-001-30-0181 Small Business $3,000.00

OPIOID RESTRICTED FUNDS
1237-001-30-0143 Jay County Drug 

Prevention Coalition $13,150.00
COUNTY SHERIFF CONTINUING EDUCATION

1133-001-30-0128 Sheriff Training $5,000.00
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WINDFARM

4500-002-30-0148 Professional Services- 
Ritter Strategic Services $39,600.00

INFRASTRUCTURE
4908-001-30-0142 Repairs- Retirement Center $28,830.00

ARP-2021 CLFRF
8950-001-30-0148 Professional Services- REA $1,100.03

COMM CORR 2024 $3,611.84
9116-001-10-0017 Employer Social Security $164.51
9116-001-10-0018 Employer PERF $347.33
9116-001-10-0048 Wages- Executive Director $1,600.00 
9116-001-10-0127 Wages- Deputy Director $1,500.00

Total $234,291.87
Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be
heard.  The additional appropriation as  finally made will be
referred to the Department of Local Government Finance. The
DLGF will make a written determination as to the sufficiency of
funds to support the appropriations made within fifteen (15)
days ofreceipt of a certified copy of the action time.

Emily Franks, Jay County Auditor
CR 2-28-2025 -HSPAXLP

Public Notice
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF 
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION

Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of Dunkirk Civil City, Jay
and Blackford Counties, Indiana, that the proper legal officers
will consider the following additional appropriations in excess
of the budget for the current year at their meeting place in the
Dunkirk City Council Room located at 131 S. Main Street
Dunkirk IN 47336, at 7:00pm on March 10th, 2025.
2201-001-362 MVH - Equipment $39,900
Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be
heard.  The additional appropriations as finally made will be
referred to the Department of Local Government Finance.  The
DLGF will make a written determination as to the sufficiency of
funds to support the appropriations made within fifteen (15)
days of receipt of a Certified copy of action taken.

Kara Lowe
Clerk-Treasurer
City of Dunkirk

Dated:  February 25, 2025
CR 2-28-2025 -HSPAXLP

Public Notice
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that
Jon Spencer has filed a peti-
tion with the Jay County
Board of Commissioners to va-
cate and abandon a portion of
Center Street located be-
tween Lot 1, Block 6 and Lot 4
in Block 7 in the Town of New
Corydon, Wabash Township
Jay County, Indiana and
Water Street in its entirety lo-
cated in the Town of New
Corydon, Wabash Township,
Jay County, Indiana
This matter has been sched-
uled for hearing before the
Jay County Commissioners on
the 10th day of March, 2025 at
9:00 o’clock a.m. at the Jay
County Courthouse Audito-
rium, Portland, Indiana. Any
person may appear at the
hearing and object to the pro-
posed vacation and abandon-
ment as provided by law.

Emily Franks
Jay County Auditor

CR 2-28-2025-HSPAXLP
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today
Jay County — Boys basketball (including fresh-

men) vs. Bellmont – 6 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Girls bowling State at H.P.

Lanes in Columbus – 10:45 a.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Junior high wrestling at Jay

County Invite – 9 a.m.
Fort Recovery — Boys bowling State at Colum-

bus – 10:45 a.m.; Boys basketball district final
vs. Anna at Troy – 11 a.m.

TV sports
Today

2:30 p.m. — Bundesliga soccer: VfB Stuttgart

at Bayern Munich (ESPN2)
3 p.m. — IndyCar: Grand Prix of St. Peters-

burg (FS1)
6 p.m. — College hockey: Michigan at Ohio

State (BTN)
7 p.m. — College basketball: Davidson at

VCU (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — Unrivaled basketball: Vinyl BC at

Laces BC (TNT)
7:30 p.m. — NBA: Cleveand Cavaliers at

Boston Celtics (ESPN)
8 p.m. — College basketball: UCLA at Pur-

due (FOX)
8:15 p.m. — Unrivaled basketball: Mist BC

at Phantom BC (TNT)
8 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at Miami

Heat (FDSN Indiana)
9 p.m. — College basketball: Iowa at North-

western (FS1); Kent State at Akron (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — NBA: Los Angeles Clippers at Los
Angeles Lakers (ESPN)

11 p.m. — College basketball: Nevada at
UNLV (FS1)

Saturday
3 a.m. — MotoGP: Thailand Grand Prix (FS1)
12 p.m. — College basketball: UConn at

Providence (CBS); Clemson at Virginia (ESPN2);
Miami at North Carolina (ESPN); Saint Joseph’s
at Fordham (USA); Maryland at Penn State
(BTN); Butler at Villanova (FOX); Auburn at Ken-
tucky (ABC)

12 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
Providence at Georgetown (FS1)

1 p.m. — PGA Tour: Cognizant Classic (NBC)
2 p.m. — College basketball: Texas Tech at

Kansas (ESPN); Oklahoma at Ole Miss
(ESPN2); Minnesota at Nebraska (BTN)

2:15 p.m. — College basketball: Seton Hall
at St. John’s (CBS)

2:30 p.m. — IndyCar: Grand Prix of St.
Petersburg (FS1)

3 p.m. — NHL: Boston Bruins at Pittsburgh
Penguins (ABC)

4 p.m. — College basketball: Alabama at
Tennessee (ESPN); Purdue Fort Wayne at Cleve-
land State (ESPN2); USC at Oregon (BTN); Utah
State at Colorado State (FS1)

4:30 p.m. — College basketball: Cincinnati
at Houston (CBS); Creighton at Xavier (FOX)

6 p.m. — College basketball: Pitt at
Louisville (ESPN2)

6 p.m. — NHL: Columbus Blue Jackets at
Detroit Red Wings (ESPN)

6 p.m. — College gymnastics: Big Four Meet
(BTN)

7 p.m. — NRL rugby: New Zealand Warriors

at Canberra Raiders (FOX)
8 p.m. — College basketball: Georgia at

Texas (ESPN2)
8 p.m. — NHL: Los Angeles Kings at St.

Louis Blues (FDSN Indiana)
8:30 p.m. — NBA: Golden State Warriors at

Philadelphia 76ers (ABC); Milwaukee Bucks at
Dallas Mavericks (NBC)

9 p.m. — College basketball: Arizona at
Iowa State (ESPN)

9 p.m. — Women’s college basketball: USC
at UCLA (FOX)

10 p.m. — College basketball: West Virginia
at BYU (ESPN)

11 p.m. — College basketball: Gonzaga at
San Francisco (ESPN2)

11:30 p.m. — NRL rugby: Cronulla Sharks at
Penrith Panthers (FS1)

Continued from page 8
“You’ve just got to trust

your guys are going to get
you the ball,” said Evers,
who put up six in the first
half. “And then when you
get the ball you’ve got to
score.”

Overman followed with
11 points, while Fortkamp
contributed nine and
Barga had eight.

The Tribe will have to
get through Anna to
make it back to the
regional for the first time
since 2010, when it fell to
Jefferson Township in
the regional final. For
now, the Indians are just
enjoying their tourna-
ment success.

“We’re fired up,”
Fortkamp said. “In the
locker room, we were
screaming. Oh, it was
awesome.”

Riverside Pirates vs.
Fort Recovery Indians

Boys varsity summary

OHSAA Division VI
Southwest 1 District Opener

Fort Recovery (8-16)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Overman 3-10 5-10 11
Post 1-3 0-0 3
Jutte 1-4 0-2 2
Barga 4-8 0-0 8
Dilworth 0-0 0-0 0
Evers 4-4 4-4 12
Fortkamp 3-6 2-5 9
Totals 16-35 11-21 45

.457 .524
Def. rebound percentage: .765

Riverside (8-16)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

BOrsborne 0-4 0-0 0
GOrsborne 3-13 0-0 7
BShoe 0-0 0-0 0
Woods 8-14 4-11 21
Smith 2-5 0-2 4
Sanford 1-3 0-0 2
CShoe 0-0 0-0 0
Mazariegos 0-0 0-0 0
Kreglow 0-1 0-0 0
Purtee 1-3 0-0 3
McCully 0-0 0-0 0
Totals 15-43 4-13 37

.349 .308
Def. rebound percentage: .667

Score by quarters:
Ft. Rec. 9 7 14 15 — 45
Riverside 5 14 5 13 — 37

3-point shooting: Fort Recovery
2-13 (Post 1-3, Fortkamp 1-4, Jutte
0-1, Overman 0-5). Riverside 3-14
(Woods 1-2, Purtee 1-2, GOrsborne
1-5, Smith 0-1, BOrsborne 0-2, San-
ford 0-2).

Rebounds: Fort Recovery 34
(Barga 14, Overman 5, Evers 5,
Post 3, Jutte 2, Fortkamp 2, Team).
Riverside 24 (Smith 9, BOrsborne
4, Woods 4, Sanford 2, Kreglow 2,
GOrsborne).

Assists: Fort Recovery 6 (Barga
3, Evers 2, Jutte). Riverside 3
(BOrsborne 2, Smith).

Blocks: Fort Recovery 3 (Barga 2,
Evers). Riverside 0.

Personal fouls: Fort Recovery 12
(Jutte 4, Barga 4, Fortkamp 2, Post,
Evers). Riverside 17 (Woods 4,
BOrsborne 3, GOrsborne 3, Kre-
glow 3, Purtee 2, Smith, Sanford).

Turnovers: Fort Recovery 14.
Riverside 9.

Box scoreFirst ...
Continued from page 8

The Indians com-
bined for 4,164 pins at
the district meet,
which leaves them just
out of  the top eight to
advance. They are just
four pins behind Wash-
ington (4,168), while
Lutheran West, which
had the seventh-best
district performance,
holds a 39-pin advan-
tage.

Fellow MAC schools
Coldwater — which
FRHS beat during the
regular season — and
St. Henry — the Indi-
ans fell in a pair of
matches to SHHS —
will also be at state.
Coldwater shot a 4,416

at district which sits
third in the state,
while St. Henry’s 4,022
leaves it 11th.

While the Tribe will
need to put together
similar numbers like
at the district, it is
aiming to advance to
the eight-team bracket
so it can have a one-on-
one chance to keep its
season alive.

“When you have a
good three games and
a few Bakers and once
that seeding hits,
we’ve seen it year after
year, (No.) 1 loses to
(No.) 8 like that, easi-
ly,” Lucas Acheson
said. “We saw it last
year when Coldwater

lost to Liberty Center.
So anything can hap-
pen in those Bakers
and best of  fives.”

Even if  the Indians
don’t find themselves
in the top eight teams,
they are looking to
cherish the first state
berth in the program,
and use it as a launch-
ing pad for future
years.

“We’re feeling pretty
good considering we’re
the first boys team for
Fort Recovery to make
it to state,” Grieshop
said. “It’s pretty excit-
ing that we’re the first
ones and hopefully we
set the standard pretty
high.”

State ...

10 Champs
Judan Judo brought

home 10 championships
when hosting the Judan Judo
Invitational  on Saturday with
seven clubs competing.
Champions were Jackson
Liss, Carlie Dawson, Natalia
Inman, Lane Bost Silas
Schmit, Christopher
Uchrinscko, Samuel Schmit,
Dayla Winters, Eleanor
Horine and Mikayla
Uchrinscko. They also had
12 runners-up and five third-
place finishers as well.

Photo provided
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FR girls bowling goes to
Columbus for state tourney,
see Sports on tap

Get your local
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By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

TROY, Ohio — Jaxon Woods
posed a significant threat to the
Tribe’s odds at a postseason
run.

A key offensive foul forced the
Pirate forward to take a back-
seat in the third quarter.

With Woods not posing a
threat, the Indians were able to
utilize a 1-3-1 zone to force
turnovers, get out in transition
and build enough of  a lead to
carry them the distance.

The sixth-seeded Fort Recov-
ery High School basketball team
punched its ticket to the district
finals for the first time since
2017 by beating the No. 5 seed
Riverside Pirates 45-37 in the
OHSAA Division VI Southwest 1
District opener on Wednesday at
Troy.

The win snaps a seven-year
drought of  failing to reach the
district finals. The Tribe (8-16)
last reached the district final in
2017, when it fell to the top-seed-
ed Perry 54-45. Fort Recovery is
now slated to face the second-
seeded Anna Rockets (14-10) at
Troy on Saturday at 11 a.m.

“It’s been a long time coming
but it feels great,” said FRHS
coach Bob Leverette. “This was
one of  our goals to start the sea-
son and now we get to play for it.
Those kids could have quit, 6-16
season. They believed in what
we were selling them. Ended the
season pretty tough against a
couple good teams. They didn’t
take too much away from that,
stayed focused and now they get
to play for a district title.” 

Through the first half, Woods
scored 10 points on 4-of-6 from
the field. He had two of  the five
first-quarter points before pick-
ing up a second foul on a charge.
He sat the final two minutes of
the first before coming back in
the second to score seven more
points, giving RHS a 19-16
advantage at the half.

The Indians (8-16) scored the
first bucket of  the second half
as Briggs Overman took the ball
coast-to-coast for a three-point
play that tied the game. On the
following play, Woods picked up
his third foul as he tried to set a
screen on Grant Fortkamp near

the volleyball line. Saddled with
his third foul, Woods — who fin-
ished as the game’s leading
scorer with 21 points —  was
forced to be less aggressive on
offense.

“It was just huge for momen-
tum," Leverette said. “You could
feel it out of  our bench and the
players on the floor. It was very
big and probably the deciding
factor in the game.”

The Indians then flipped from
their man-to-man defense to
guard the Pirates (8-16) in a 1-3-1
zone. Without having to worry
about Woods attacking the rim
as relentlessly, the zone was able
to cause chaos by either forcing
a turnover or eliciting a quick
contested shot inside the arc.

“That (1-3-1) we run really
locks them down,” said
Fortkamp, who plays the top
position of  the zone. “When we
can get Breaker (Jutte) and
Brody (Barga) on the wings with
their long arms, getting them in
the corner, most teams freak
out. We were able to freak them
out a little bit and slow them
down.”

The stops led to FRHS getting
out in transition, where it
scored nine unanswered for an
11-0 run. Gavin Evers scored two
points off  of  free throws and
Overman split a pair of  free
throws as well. The other six
points came from Fortkamp on a
backcourt bucket when Jutte
stole an inbound pass and shuf-
fled it off  to the guard, a triple
on an Evers assist and split a
pair of  free throws after Post
dove on a defensive rebound
near midcourt and flipped the
ball over his head to Fortkamp.

After the Indians built a nine-
point lead, Riverside ended the
period on a 5-2 run, but the dam-
age was done. Fort Recovery
extended its lead to 14 after scor-
ing the first three baskets of  the
final period on a Barga post
move and back-to-back three-
point plays by Overman and
Fortkamp.

Evers finished as Fort Recov-
ery’s offensive leader with 12
points. He shot a perfect 4-of-4
from the free-throw line and the
field.

See First page 7

First in seven years
Tribe beat Riverside 45-37 to earn first trip to district finals since 2017

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

The Indians fell 65 pins
short of  a state berth in
2024.

Having graduated five
of  the top seven bowlers,
including the Midwest
Athletic Conference
Bowler of  the Year, it did-
n’t appear as though the
Tribe was set up to make
another serious push at
its first state berth.

Not only did the Indi-
ans smash those expecta-
tions, their district
scores imply they may
also have a chance to
push into the top eight
and advance once they
get there. Either way, the
Tribe plans on enjoying
its first experience in
Columbus.

The Fort Recovery
High School boys bowl-
ing team will travel to
Columbus on Saturday to
compete in the OHSAA
Division II State Finals at
H.P. Lanes for the first
time in program history.

Bowling will start with
the qualifying round at
10:45 a.m. with three indi-
vidual games and three
Baker games. The top
eight teams then advance
to bracket play, in which
teams will bowl a best-of-

five series of  Baker
games.

Despite losing five sen-
iors from the MAC run-
ner-up team that fell two
spots short of  a trip to
state in 2024, Fort Recov-
ery managed to find a
groove late in the season,
culminating in a fourth-
place finish at the dis-
trict tournament to
clinch the final state
berth.

“At the beginning of
the year we had our
struggles and it was a big
step off,” said assistant
and acting head coach
Lucas Acheson. (The
reigning MAC Bowler of
the Year and 2024 FRHS
graduate has led the Indi-
ans throughout the post-
season as coach Corey
Gerlach was tied up with
work responsibilities.)
“Right away we knew
that roles needed to be
filled. … All five seniors
left last year and this
year we’ve had a lot of
people come and build
off  each other. No one
has been the key player.
We’ve all been playing
together and there hasn’t
been one stand out.
They’ve all been doing
good this year.”

While Fort Recovery

had relatively even per-
formances throughout
the season, senior Riley
Grieshop — one of  the
two returning bowlers
alongside Gabe Acheson
— delivered a career-high
series of  702 (223, 226,
253), which clocked in as
the ninth best perform-
ance from the various
districts. At state, the top
five bowlers make the all-
state first time, while
bowlers No. 6 through 10
are on the second team
and five more get named
as honorable mention.

While Grieshop could
be in the running for
some all-state recogni-
tion by putting up a simi-
lar performance, he plans
on trying to stay loose
heading into the tourna-
ment.

“Honestly, I’m just
bowling and not thinking
about anything else,”
Grieshop said. “I really
just think about nothing,
throw the ball and let the
ball do the work.”

Joining Grieshop and
Gabe Acheson are senior
Eli Lennartz, juniors
Garrett Diller, Reece
LeFevre and Anthony
Roessner, and freshman
Leland Wilson.

See State page 7
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Fort Recovery High School’s Anthony Roessner follows through after
rolling his ball at Monday’s practice at Miracle Lanes. Roessner and the other
Indians will travel to H.P. Lanes in Columbus for their first trip to the state
tournament in program history.

Tribe takes on state
Tribe boys bowling look to enjoy

first state experience, sitting
ninth heading into tournament

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Brody Barga of the Fort Recovery boys basketball team puts up a bunny during the
OHSAA Division VI Southwest 1 district opener victory over Riverside at Troy on Wednesday. Barga
led the Indians with 14 rebounds and three assists, while putting up eight points in the 54-37 win.


