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Bentz

gets a
3-year
sentence

Former jail

officer pleaded
guilty to
three felonies

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A former Jay County Jail
correction officer will
spend time on home deten-
tion and probation for
engaging in sexual rela-
tions with an inmate.

William Brandon Bentz,
36, Portland, was sentenced
to one year of house arrest
and two years of probation
Thursday:.

His sentence comes a
month after he pleaded
guilty to three counts of
sexual misconduct in
which a service provider
engages in fondling or
touching with a person
who is subject to lawful
detention or supervision
with the intent to arouse or
satisfy sexual desires, all
three Level 6 felonies.

As part of his plea agree-
ment, a Level 5 felony for
sexual misconduct when
the service provider
engages in sexual inter-
course or other sexual con-
duct with the person sub-
ject to lawful detention or
supervision was  dis-
missed.

According to the proba-
ble cause affidavit filed in
connection with the case,
Bentz engaged in sexual
acts with an inmate, identi-
fied as J.G., in March and

Filter fire

A Portland firefighter sprays water onto a pallet of filters Thursday morning at Fort Recovery Industries. Firefighters
were called to the facility at 710 E. 100 North, Portland, about 10:30 a.m. after pallets of the filters caught on fire. The
situation was under control shortly before 11 a.m. For additional details, see Saturday’s edition of The Commercial Review.
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April 2024. Bentz allegedly
fondled the inmate's
breasts and vagina on sev-
eral occasions, allowed her
to touch his penis and took
her into an exam room at

the jail, where she alleged- By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

responder radios previous-

Additional funding approved

tatives from local public

ly performed oral sex on
him April 28.

Bentz apologized to the
court and to his wife.

“It was out of character, I
don’t have any excuse,” he
said.

Alexa Bentz, William
Bentz’'s wife, said she
wouldn’t be able to care for
her children in her current
job without her husband’s
help. She said he is an
active part of their chil-
dren’s lives.

“T just feel like this inci-
dent was an out of charac-
ter incident,” she said.

See Sentence page 2

The county will be look-
ing into switching to the
statewide radio system as
well as implementing a
stand-alone radio system.

Jay County Council on a
split 3-2 vote agreed to pay
an additional $39,600 for
public safety firm Ritter
Strategic Services to look
into costs and other infor-
mation regarding joining
the Integrated Public Safe-
ty Commission’s system or
purchasing a stand-alone
system.

Council president Matt
Minnich noted the nearly

Firm will look at
state system versus
stand-alone option

$40,000 amendment to the
county’s original $178,500
contract with Ritter Strate-
gic Services — it was
approved by Jay County
Commissioners in Febru-
ary — includes looking into

a system that would work
for non-public safety enti-
ties, such as Jay County
Highway Department.
Ritter Strategic Services
completed a study on the
county’s emergency

ly and recommended Jay
County shift to the
statewide system. Commis-
sioners in July approved a
contract with the company
to move forward with plan-
ning, procurement, engi-
neering, project manage-
ment and other work relat-
ed to switching to the Inte-
grated Public Safety Com-
mission's statewide radio
system.

Council member Michael
Brewster — he works as an
officer at Portland Police
Department — and council
member Bryan Alexander
both pointed out represen-

safety entities have voiced a
desire to move to the
statewide system.

“I may use the system
because the city police do,
but is anybody else going to
be using the radio system
on this county council?”
said Brewster. “No. I mean,
(Sheriff Ray Newton),
you're going to be using
this system, right? The
sheriff’s department is.
The fire departments are
going to be using this sys-
tem. So again, it goes back
to what system does our
local agency want to use?”

See Funding page 2
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Jay County Council member Bryan Alexander asks
questions Wednesday during a joint session between
council and Jay County Commissioners. County officials
learned about financing options for capital projects from
Jason Semler of Baker Tilly.

Officials get primer on options

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

Bonds, build-operate-transfer
agreements and property taxes.

Jay County officials learned
about various options for project
financing during a joint session
Wednesday.

Jason Semler of consulting
firm Baker Tilly explained differ-
ent avenues of funding available
to Jay County Commissioners
and Jay County Council.

Breaking down property taxes
at the base level, Semler
explained a few key terms. Gross
assessed value of the tax base is
defined as the value before any
deductions of real and personal
property. Net assessed value of
the tax base, in contrast, is the net
value after deductions and abate-
ments of real and personal prop-
erty.

Property tax levies, he added,
are funds generated by applying
the tax rate to each $100 of the net
assessed value.

Semler talked about the maxi-
mum property tax levy — the

Baker Tilly representative shares
details with commissioners, council

maximum amount of property
tax dollars that may be levied in a
budget year — and the maximum
levy growth quotient, which is an
annual levy growth factor used
statewide and based on a six-year
average of non-farm personal
income.

He explained circuit breaker
tax credits, which limit a taxpay-
er’s total property tax liability to
a fixed percentage of the gross
assessed value of the taxable
property before deductions.

Looking at Jay County’s 2024
budget, the county had $7.72 mil-
lion in certified property tax
levies. Its circuit breaker “loss-
es” — dollars not paid by taxpay-
ers because of the limits set in

tively.

Municipal bonds — a debt
security issued by governmental
units to raise funding — are used
to finance capital projects, such
as road work, wastewater or
water systems, schools, jails or
emergency responder stations.

Semler noted there are four
types of bonds — property tax
bonds, lease bonds, bond antici-
pation notes and revenue bonds.

Property tax bonds involve
adding a debt service property
tax levy onto tax rolls to cover
bond payments.

See Primer page 2

Correction

The time listed in Thurs-
day’s newspaper for the legisla-
tive update Saturday was incor-
rect. The event with State Reps.
J.D. Prescott (R-Union City)
and Matt Lehman (R-Berne),
and State Sen. Travis Hold-
man (R-Markle) will be held at
10:30 a.m. Saturday, March 15,
at West Jay Community Cen-
ter, 125 Hoover St., Dunkirk.

Weather

The high was in the 60s for
the third consecutive day
Wednesday, topping out at 65
degrees. The low was 34.

Rain is expected tonight,
with thunderstorms possible.
The low will be in the upper
50s. Expect more rain and
stormy conditions Saturday.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

In review

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers from 8
to 11 a.m. Saturday across
from Pennville Fire Station
and 9 a.m. to noon in the park-
ing lot at 220 Lincoln St., Port-
land.

Coming up

Saturday — Photos from
the Jay County junior high
swim team.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Saturday’s legislative update
in Dunkirk.

Wednesday — Details from
next week’s Jay School Board
meeting.

‘l“ |

9un08L00CCIB8T



Page 2

The Commercial Review
Friday, March 14, 2025

Sentence ...

Continued from page 1

Jay County chief deputy prose-
cutor Zech Landers questioned
which incident Alexa Bentz was
referring to, pointing out the
defendant pleaded guilty to three
different charges. He noted Alexa
Bentz was working at Jay County
Jail when the crimes occurred.

Alexa Bentz confirmed she and
her husband have not told their
children about the incident.

“(Is it) because it’s shameful,
reprehensible behavior?” asked
Jay Circuit Court Judge Brian
Hutchison.

Alexa Bentz agreed but also
pointed to their ages — they are
11, 8 and 6 years old — and said

the younger children may not be
able to understand.

Diane Bentz Cooper, William
Bentz’s aunt, talked about how
her nephew has been helping
care for her father, who has stage
4 cancer and goes through treat-
ments five days a week. When
Bentz has a day off, she said, he’s
there to help.

“It’s a blessing,” she said, to
have her nephew around.

Landers pushed for William
Bentz to receive 4.5 years in jail,
suggesting 18 months for each
count and for the sentences to be
served consecutively. Pointing to
the probable cause affidavit, Lan-
ders said the woman who

William Bentz engaged in sexual
relations with was fearful of
him. He also argued the fact that
William Bentz has dependents
had no bearing on the crimes he
committed, saying he didn’t care
about how it would impact his
children.

“He cared about satisfying his
own sexual desires,” Landers
said.

Bentz’s lawyer Gary Lee
Colasessano asked for the court
to grant William Bentz a sus-
pended sentence, with charges to
be served concurrently. He also
pointed to William Bentz’s lack
of a criminal record before the
incident and shared his belief

that William Bentz would be
receptive to probation.

“He’s never going to work in
law enforcement again, (it’s)
never going to happen again,”
Colasessano said.

Hutchison agreed with
Colasessano, saying he also
thinks William Bentz will be
receptive to probation.

Hutchison said he believed the
case had one aggravating circum-
stance — William Bentz’s posi-
tion of power in the incident.

“You were in a position of con-
trol,” he said. “Even if you think
she was a willing participant, she
wasn’t. You were in control.”

He noted offenders’ families

commonly see hardships because
of the offender’s actions. He said
he wasn’t sure this case resulted
in an undue hardship in which
the court needed to take it into
account.

Hutchison said he didn’t think
the aggravating circumstances
outweigh the mitigating circum-
stances or vice versa. He sen-
tenced William Bentz to three
years in jail, with one count to be
served on home detention and the
other two counts to be served on
probation.

William Bentz was given two
days credit and ordered to start
home detention no later than
Tuesday.

CR almanac

Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday
3/15 3/16 3/17 3/18 3/19
70/45 | 49/29 | 54/44 | 72/55 | 68/40
Rain is There’s a Mostly Tuesday’s Wednes-
expected Sat- | 50% chance of | sunny skies | forecast day's forecast
urday. Winds | rain  Sunday | are expected | shows mostly | is mostly
may gust up to | under mostly | Monday when | sunny skies | cloudy with a
45 mph. cloudy skies. | the high will | with highs in | 30% chance
Thunderstorms | be around 51 | the mid 60s. | of showers.

possible. degrees.

Lotteries

Powerball
11-13-28-51-58
Power Ball: 1
Power Play: 2
Estimated

$378 million

jackpot:

Mega Millions
Estimated  jackpot:
$277 million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 6-0-4
Daily Four: 0-3-7-5
Quick Draw: 5-9-11-16-
17-19-25-26-31-38-46-48-50-

Daily Four: 0-9-5-8

Quick Draw: 9-11-12-
13-18-19-21-28-36-38-42-45-
47-54-55-57-64-69-78-80

Cash 5: 1-6-14-26-35

Estimated  jackpot:
$105,000

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 0-5-1
Pick 4: 3-1-0-9
Pick 5: 2-3-7-2-7
Evening
Pick 3: 4-6-9
Pick 4: 0-1-8-0
Pick 5: 7-8-7-3-9
Rolling Cash: 1-10-18-

59-62-65-68-70-76-80 28-38
Evening Estimated jackpot:
Daily Three: 3-1-0 $130,000
Cooper Farms March beans........... 10.17
Fort Recovery Wheat ......ccccoveenens 5.17
(670) 1 s FHUUR 4.51
April corn................. 4161 ADM .
May COrn................. 467 Montpelier
gornl .......................... 4,62
. e pril corn ................ 4.66
FOOS;I;anlorefmmg Beans........ccoceeee. 9.97
April beans ............ 10.01
(070} iy s TETRUUUUURRRRRI 4.83 Wheat 5.91
April corn ................ 480 T e ’
May corn.................. 4.83 Heartland
The Andersons  goriron? | as
Richland Township  Aprilcorn............... 4.62
Corn ...eeevveeeneeennnn, 472 BeanS.......ccccceueene.. 9.84
March corn.............. 472  April beans ............ 10.89
Beans........cccouue... 10.14 Wheat ......ccccueneee. 5.17

Today in history

In 1794, Eli Whitney
received a patent for the
cotton gin. The inven-
tion was revolutionary
for its ability to remove
seeds from cotton, elimi-
nating the need to
accomplish that task by
hand.

In 1826, the first Pan-
American Conference
was held in Panama.
The meetings between
representatives  from
independent states of
the Western Hemi-
sphere were designed to
discuss defense and
legal matters.

In 1879, Albert Ein-
stein was born in Ulm,
Wiirttemberg, Germany.
He developed the special
and general theories of

relativity and won the
Noble Prize for Physics
in 1921 for his explana-
tion of the photoelectric
effect.

In 2018, Jay County
High School held a
school safety forum in
the wake of the school
shooting a month earli-
er that left 17 dead at
Marjory Stoneman Dou-
glas High School in
Parkland, Florida.

In 2022, Jay County
Humane Society report-
ed to Jay County Com-
missioners that it had
turned its focus to the for-
mer Fastenal building on
the west side of Portland
as the site for its planned
new animal shelter.

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Today

9:30 a.m. — Redkey
Town Council special
session, park cabin, 50
Mooney St.

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General

Shanks, 414 E. Floral
Ave., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

6 p.m. — Jay County

Country Living Adviso-
ry Board, dining hall,
living facility, 1194 E.
200 North, Portland.

6:30 p.m. Fort
Recovery School Board,
community room, high
school, 400 Butler St.

7:30 p.m. Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Wednesday

4 p.m. — Portland
Board of Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Funding ...

Continued from page 1

Council president Matt
Minnich noted the $39,600
factors in the cost to
research into radio sys-
tems that may be used by
non-emergency personnel.
Brewster recalled the Inte-
grated Public Safety Com-
mission is looking into
adjusting its policy, which
previously didn’t allow
non-emergency responders
on the statewide system for
day-to-day business.

Integrated Public Safety
Commission statewide
interoperability coordina-
tor Andrea Baughn told
commissioners in Febru-
ary the commission is con-
sidering allowing county
highway departments to
use the system.

Minnich said the option
the commission is propos-
ing for non-emergency per-
sonnel may not be as in-
depth as the county needs.

“I think $40,000 is a pret-
ty small price to pay for a
$1 million-ish project that
has the potential to give
you multiple bids that,
even if all it does is bring
the IPSC system down in
cost, it was worth that,” he
said.

He added the county
needs to look into a new
radio system for non-emer-
gency personnel and said it
makes sense to pursue
information now while
radio discussions are hap-
pening.

Alexander pointed to the
decision to move forward
with the contract in July
without adjusting the

Primer

Continued from page 1
However, they are subject to debt
limits. (In Indiana, counties’ constitu-
tional debt limit is one-third of 2% of
the unit’s certified net assessed

value.)

The county has an ongoing proper-
ty tax bond for construction work
completed on Jay County Jail several

years ago, added Semler.

Lease rental bonds are issued by a
separate entity such as a building cor-
poration or redevelopment commis-
sion that pays for the capital project.
It’s then leased to the governmental
unit when ready for use, with the gov-
ernmental agency making “lease
rental payments” to repay bonds.
Those funds may be pulled from prop-
erty taxes, income taxes or other

available dollars.

Capsule
Reports

Insurance discussed

Jay County Commis-
sioners met with repre-
sentatives from Under-
stand, Service and Inno-
vate (USI) Insurance
Services on Wednesday
afternoon.

Tom Schweisthal of
USI Insurance Services
broke down concerns
brought forward into the
following categories:
open enrollment con-
cerns, billing and carri-
er concerns, service con-
cerns and employee
issues or concerns.

Schweisthal agreed to
set up a weekly phone
call, including a meeting
to be held soon involving
Jay County auditor
Emily Franks, USI repre-
sentatives and a repre-
sentative from insurance
company Physicians
Health Plan, to hash out
various insurance ques-
tions.

The county switched to
USI Insurance Services
from its previous broker,
OneDigital, in Novem-
ber.

scope in services to look
into a second option.

“It just was, maybe, I
don’t know if it was haste,
if it was enlightenment
through the process, but
looking back we wish we
would've put it in,” he said.
“It was a mistake not to.
Not to blame anyone,
because maybe it was an
awareness thing ...”

He agreed with Min-
nich’s perspective but said
despite his vote he supports
the implementation of the
system desired by public
safety officials.

Council agreed, with
Brewster and Harold Tow-
ell opposing and Cindy
Bracy absent, to pay for the
amendment to the contract.

Also Wednesday, council
approved a resolution to
allow council members to
attend meetings virtually.

The new policy lays out
stipulations for virtual
attendance, which lines up
with rules set forth in Indi-
ana Code. At least 50% of
the governing body to be
present in person to allow
for electronic participation.
Council members may not
attend more than 50% of
their meetings remotely in
a calendar year, and they
also may not attend more
than two meetings in a row
virtually — exceptions to
that rule include situations
caused by military service,
illness or medical condi-
tions, death of a relative or
an emergency involving
actual or threatened injury
to people or property.

Council members must

ing.

vate

Bond anticipation notes are
short-term debts
waiting for longer-term financing.

Revenue bonds are payable from
a select number of revenues,
including local income taxes, tax
increment financing and other
taxes as well as user fees, such as
fees for wastewater, water or park-

Semler also mentioned different
procurement methods when look-
ing into building projects. One of
those methods includes public-pri-
“build-operate-transfer”
agreements, which are used for
construction, operation or mainte-
nance of a public facility.

Build-operate-transfer
ments allow more control in choos-
ing an offer, allow an opportunity

give at least five days notice
to the Jay County auditor
and council president in
advance of the meeting to
participate virtually.

Per the policy, council
members may not partici-
pate in a meeting remotely
if final action is being
taken to adopt a budget,
initiate a referendum,
establish or increase a fee
or penalty, use eminent
domain authority, reduce
personnel or establish or
raise or renew a tax. Also,
executive meetings must
remain-in person.

In other business, coun-
cil members Faron Parr,
Randy May, Alexander,
Brewster, Minnich and
Towell:

*Made $63,000 in addi-
tional appropriations (Tow-
ell dissenting) for econom-
ic development income tax
(EDIT) dollars approved by
commissioners to be
awarded to local entities.
They include $35,000 for
John Jay Center for Learn-
ing’s High School Equiva-
lency classes, $15,000 for
Arts Place’s Arts in the
Parks program, $10,000 for
Fourth of July events and
$3,000 for East Central Indi-
ana Small Business Devel-
opment Center.

Made the following
other additional appropria-
tions: $75,000 for building,
liability and vehicle insur-
ance; $28,830 (Towell dis-
senting) for renovations to
the men’s downstairs rest-
room at Jay County Coun-
try Living; $13,150 in
National Opioid Settle-

issued while

ment dollars for planning
related to renovating a
house at 422 W. Votaw St.
into The Vision on Votaw
recovery home; $5,000 for
training at Jay County
Sheriff’s Office; $5,000 for
transcripts in Jay Circuit
Court; $1,600 for Jay Coun-
ty Community Corrections
executive director wages,
$1,500 for deputy director
wages, $347.33 for employer
Public Employees’ Retire-
ment Fund and $164.51 for
employer Social Security;
and $1,100.03 (Towell
opposed) for design, plan-
ning and architectural
firm Rundell, Ernstberger
and Associates’ profession-
al services in planning
development of the coun-
ty’s 68 acres on the west
side of Portland.

«Heard Towell volun-
teered to represent council
along with Alexander in
meetings with Portland
representatives and other
county officials regarding
the 68 acres and its develop-
ment.

«Appointed Alexander
and Reda Theurer-Miller to
Jay County Visitors &
Tourism Bureau Board.

*Transferred $647, $359
and $261 from Jay County
Health Department’s
equipment maintenance
contract fund to the med-
ical supplies, office sup-
plies and office equipment
funds, respectively. Health
department administrator
and environmentalist
Heath Butz noted the
money comes from an
annual state grant and

to negotiate offers and keep proj-
ect responsibilities within one
entity, he explained. Guaranteed
maximum prices established in
those agreements also help to pre-
vent unexpected increases in cost.

Semler shared an illustrative
version of what property tax
bonds could look like for projects

discussed in recent years, estimat-

sued.

agree-

ing at $13.815 million total if pur-

“If we were to do that bond, that
$13 million bond, and fund it all
from property taxes, I'm showing
the tax rate would go up from 5
cents as it is now to almost 10 cents
in 2026,” he explained.

That tax rate would decrease to
about 8 cents after other outstand-
ing bonds are paid off in 2028.
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50th anniversary

Randy and Jackie Smith - 202

Randy and

Jackie Smith

The Smiths are celebrating their 50th wedding
anniversary today.

Jackie Belle and Randy Smith wed March 14,
1975, at Asbury United Methodist Church in Port-
land.

Randy Smith has been the pastor at New Begin-
nings Holiness Church for 15 years.

The rural Portland couple have three children,
Mandi Glassford (husband Nathan) of Portland,
Charity Rodgers (husband Robbie) of Rodgers,
Minnesota, and Makayla Smith of Portland. They
also have four grandchildren.

Jackie and Randy Smith - 1975

Sip, stretch and unwind at
the fairgrounds next Satur-
day:.

Jay County Fairgrounds is
hosting a wine and yoga
event at 11 a.m. March 22 in
the women’s building. Partic-
ipants will be offered
mimosas before and after
moving through poses with
Zokawa Yoga of Muncie.
Yoga mats are available for
participants if needed.

Tickets are $10. They're
available at bit.ly/sipand-
stretch2025 or by visiting Jay
County Fair’s website.

Deadline is today

Today is the last day to sub-
mit a nomination for the
Jack Cole Award for Volun-
teerism.

The award was established
by The Portland Founda-
tion’s board of trustees to

Sip, stretch next week

Taking
Note

honor Cole’s work as its first
executive director.

Nominations should be by
letter of recommendation
and include the nominee’s
name, address and a brief
background describing why
the nominee deserves the
award.

The winner will receive a
commemorative plaque and
a nominal cash award to be
presented to the volunteer’s
charity of choice. The award
will be presented at the Foun-
dation’s annual meeting on
May 28..

Habits drive spouse crazy

DEAR ABBY: I am married
with two children, 6 and 4. I love
them and my wife. When I met
her, I knew she was a little messy.
I am neat, tidy and generally
organized. Over time, her behav-
ior (specifically, cleanliness and
tidiness) has grown worse. It’s
reached the point where she
leaves her chewed-off fingernails
where our children play barefoot.
She refuses to help with house-
hold chores or to be a functional
part of the household. I don’t
want a divorce because I know it
would wreck the children’s lives. I
have been holding out while
politely begging for some of the
cleanliness issues to resolve, but
it’s had zero impact. I'm ready to
lose my mind, and my hair is vis-
ibly thinning from the stress. It’s
like having a third child. What do
Ido? — FRAZZLED IN FLORIDA

DEAR FRAZZLED: A wife
and mother whose behavior
and general cleanliness have
worsened to the point that she
leaves her chewed-off finger-

Community Calendar

Dear
Abby

nails on the floor where her
children play may be experi-
encing mental problems. With-
drawing as you have described
isn’t normal behavior and
could be a cry for help.

Contact your health insur-
ance company and your doctor
so your wife can be evaluated
physically and neurologically.
After that, you will have a bet-
ter idea of what to do. While
this could simply be the behav-
ior of a disorganized and har-
ried housewife, I'm concerned
it could be more.

DEAR ABBY: We all meet
acquaintances and say, “Let’s

grab dinner.” We intend to follow
through but forget. A while back,
my wife and I made a list of 10
other couples we would like to get
to know better and organized a
group dinner. On the third Satur-
day of each month, a couple hosts
the group at a restaurant.

We don’t meet in homes or in
December, and, yes, sometimes
only six couples attend, but it’s
often all of us. This is our 25th
year, and we have not missed a
month. During COVID we gath-
ered by Zoom. It’s not about the
food — it’s about a caring group
of friends sharing with each
other. Abby, I thought you might
want to print this to inspire oth-
ers. — ONE HOST IN INDIANA

DEAR HOST: I think the les-
son here is that someone has
to be proactive and actually
make plans rather than settle
for good intentions. You did
everyone, including yourself, a
tremendous favor. Loneliness
and isolation are serious prob-
lems for many.

BATH
REMODEL

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Today

PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N. Merid-
ian St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3259.

Saturday

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open

from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of each month in the
former WE. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from
noon to 5 p.m. the first
and third Saturday and
Sunday of the month. It is
located at 510 E. Arch St.,
Portland. The website is
museumofthesoldier.com.

Sunday

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

Sudoku

Level: Advanced

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information,
call (260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free preg-
nancy testing with ongo-
ing support during and
after pregnancy. The cen-
ter is located at 216 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
Hours are 1 to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. For
more information or to
schedule an appointment,
call (260) 726-8636. Walk-
ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

UNDERSTANDING
YOUR SUICIDE GRIEF —
Meets from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
the third Monday of each
month. The support
group serves to help indi-
viduals who have lost a
loved one to suicide. To
register, contact
Stephanie Patterson at
(260) 251-3259.

Tuesday
JAY COUNTY PAS-
TORS AND CHAPLAINS

Safety. Style. SPECIAL OFFER
Stress-Free
Installation.

CALL NOW
866.937.1159

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Add'l terms apply. Offer subject to change
and vary by dealer. Expires 3/30/25.

— Meet at 11:30 a.m. on
the third Tuesday of each
month in the chapel at
Indiana University
Health Jay Hospital.

COMPASSIONATE
CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals
find connections as they
develop long-term recov-
ery meets at noon each
Tuesday in the IU Health
Jay Outpatient Behav-
ioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

Let our love

Funded by Medicai

for you - and get paid!

d ones care
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Confirmation means less freedom

The Orange County Register

Tribune News Service

On Monday, the United States
Senate  confirmed former
Rep. Lori Chavez-DeRemer as
U.S. labor secretary.

As such, Chavez-DeRemer
will oversee the U.S. Labor
Department and have consider-
able power over labor regula-
tions and matters such as
unionization.

Ordinarily, a former Republi-
can congressmember being
appointed labor secretary
wouldn’t be of particular signif-
icance. But these are not ordi-
nary times. Chavez-DeRemer’s

Guest
Editorial

nomination was backed by
unions because of her record as
a pro-union Republican. She
also had the support of
Sen. Elizabeth Warren.

As a member of Congress,
Chavez-DeRemer co-sponsored
the Protecting the Right to
Organize Act (PRO Act) which

would have made it much easier
for unions to gain members and
ban right to work laws which
protect workers from being
forced into a union.

She also backed the Public
Service Freedom to Negotiate
Act of 2024. As described by
Reason Magazine: “If adopted,
the PSFNA would set ‘minimum
standards’ for how states nego-
tiate with government unions.
However, these standards are
anything but minimal, mandat-
ing unionization rights for
nearly all government employ-
ees, requiring unelected arbi-
trators or outside decision-mak-

ers, and allowing automatic
payroll deduction of union
dues.”

Yes, this was the person who
President Donald Trump
thought was best suited to over-
see the Labor Department.
Unfortunately, only three
Republican senators opposed
Chavez-DeRemer’s confirma-
tion: Sens. Tedd Budd, North
Carolina, and Kentucky’s Rand
Paul and Mitch McConnell.

“The  American  people
demand and deserve change
after four years of economic
heartache under the ‘most pro-
union administration in Ameri-

can history,’” said McConnell.
“Unfortunately, Lori Chavez-
DeRemer’s record pushing poli-
cies that force hardworking
Americans into union member-
ship suggests more of the
same.”

That’s all true, but it also
speaks to the ongoing disman-
tling of the GOP’s commitment
to free markets and personal
freedom under Trump’s influ-
ence. As with his confused
thinking about tariffs, Trump’s
foolish pandering to unions
might yield short-term political
wins but it’s not in the long-
term interest of the nation.
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Schools, downtowns are key factors

By MICHAEL J. HICKS

The Braun administration has
published a rural economic
development plan for Indiana. It
looks a lot like plans offered by
GOP and Democratic governors
over the past 75 years.

Indeed, the only element dis-
tinguishable from such a plan in
the 1960s is broadband. Back
then, we were worrying about
better phone service.

Braun’s plan  discusses
improvements in public services
to farms and an increased focus
on attracting manufacturing
jobs. It calls for reducing taxes.
Puzzlingly, the document men-
tions climate when talking about
farms—mot something one
expects from the GOP. It also
mentions protecting Hoosier
farmland from China—a state-
ment meant to placate voters
with, it must be said, mediocre
intellectual gifts.

To be fair, the plan might be a
good political document that
reflects longstanding concerns
from stakeholders in the agricul-
tural and manufacturing com-
munities. It should make many
of those special interest groups
happy. o

The one thing this plan won't
do is help grow rural communi-
ties. In fact, if its main ideas—
tax cuts and an increased focus
on business attraction—are
implemented, economic condi-
tions will worsen for most of
Indiana’s already beleaguered
rural communities.

The main problem with rural
economic development plans is a
shortage of honesty. I get it. It is
hard to engage in truth-telling
about the difficult future of Indi-

Michael
J. Hicks

ana’s rural economy. It is even
harder to admit that any poten-
tial remedies will take decades of
hard, expensive efforts before
they bear fruit. It’s far easier to
double down on ineffective 1960s
policies and claim victory
against those darned Chinese.

Here’s some truth.

First, there will be fewer agri-
culture-related jobs in Indiana
over the next two decades—and
maybe forever. This will happen
even as food production contin-
ues to grow, though it’ll never be
more than about 1.5 percent of
the state’s economy.

Tax policies won’t change that.
Indeed, when counting taxes and
subsidies, the farm industry in
Indiana actually pays a negative
tax. That’s right, industry-wide,
farms already receive more sub-
sidies than taxes.

If you are a farmer who is pay-
ing more taxes than the subsidies
you receive, you don’t need a tax
cut; you need a better account-
ant.

The big risk to the agricultural
industry today is the decline of
rural communities and loss of
working-age adults. The plain
fact is that the agricultural
industry needs rural communi-
ties a heck of a lot more than
those rural communities need
farming or agricultural jobs.

Second, Indiana has been
working hard to attract manufac-
turing jobs since the late 1960s.
But we now have fewer factory
jobs than in 1973, and fewer facto-
ry jobs than last year.

There is no manufacturing
employment renaissance. Indi-
ana will have fewer factory jobs
next year than we have today,
fewer in 2030 than we have today,
and fewer in 2040 than we will
have in 2030.

Manufacturing jobs aren’t
coming back, even as we hit new
industry production records.
Nothing is going to reverse that
trend, and anyone who tells you
differently is either stupendously
ignorant or lying to you. Though,
to be fair, some could be both.

No tariff, no onshoring trend
and certainly no state tax policy
will change this. When counting
both taxes and subsidies, Hoosier
manufacturers pay the third-low-
est total taxes of any manufac-
turing firms in the country, and
about a quarter of the tax rate
paid by the average business in
Indiana. More tax cuts won’t
boost jobs. If they could, Indiana
would be growing factory jobs,
not losing them. We are losing
them.

Now, even with fewer total fac-
tory jobs over the coming
decades, a few counties might see
more jobs, though the vast major-
ity will see losses. The pie is
shrinking, and yesterday’s poli-
cies focus on getting a bigger
slice of a shrinking pie rather
than growing the pie.

The truth is that rural Indiana
manufacturing is hampered by a
declining pool of well-educated
workers. Counties that get good-

paying factory work will mostly
be on the fringe of large urban
areas (think Shelby or Boone
counties). There, they can access
a large labor market in the near-
by metropolitan area.

Any manufacturing job growth
that occurs in most rural coun-
ties will mostly be low-wage,
lower-skilled jobs. That has cer-
tainly been the trend of the 21st
century.

The real limit on rural eco-
nomic success is, and has long
been, a lack of people. Rural com-
munities suffer a lack of people
who have the skills to work in the
growing occupations of the late
20th and 21st centuries.

Ironically, Indiana’s rural
areas should be doing well. We
are a compact state, with 85 per-
cent of the population living 20
minutes from a metropolitan
county. We also have many small
towns that are pleasant places to
live. Our climate appeals to
many—Hoosier summers are
spectacular. We have lots of
rivers and lakes, and among the
best state park systems I've
encountered.

Also, the post-COVID increase
in remote work should really
benefit Indiana. In fact, Indiana
has had some population growth
in recent years, but all of it is
clustered in just a few counties,
primarily in the Indianapolis
suburbs. And that reveals some
of the challenges of Indiana’s
rural counties.

The plain, and frankly uncom-
fortable, fact is that for every nice
downtown, there are several
struggling places with little
choice of restaurants or recre-
ation. And, for every high-per-

forming rural school system—
think Batesville or Jay County—
there are several small, tired,
underfunded school corpora-
tions.

The best example of this is
Advanced Placement STEM
classes. Roughly 60 Indiana
school corporations—almost 1 in
5—offer no AP STEM courses in
chemistry, biology or calculus.
Nearly all of these are rural
schools. Even the top graduates
of these high schools face deep
disadvantages in pursuing a col-
lege degree.

It has to be said that the types
of families rural Indiana desper-
ately needs to keep and attract
are precisely those folks who are
reluctant to send their kids to a
tired, underfunded school. But it
is to these people that the admin-
istration’s rural plan says, “I
don’t care about your interest in
well-funded schools.”

Not every rural Hoosier com-
munity is going to survive the
21st century. Those that do will
have made themselves attractive
to young families. They’ll have
good schools, not just claims
about good schools. They’ll have
downtowns that offer recreation
and more.

State government cannot save
most places. Perhaps the best
thing it can do is get out of their
way.

Hicks is the director of the
Center for Business and Econom-
ic Research and the George and
Frances Ball distinguished pro-
fessor of economics in the Miller
College of Business at Ball State
University. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.
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Beefed up profits

Cattle producers are finally seeing improved prices

By CHRISTOPHER VONDRACEK

The Minnesota Star Tribune
Tribune News Service

BLACKDUCK, Minnesota —
In Minnesota’s north country, a
former kindergarten teacher-
turned-rancher carefully walks
forward on muddy, thawing
ground toward a knot of dark
heifers. They stare with curi-
ous white faces. One high-
ended cow trots away awkward-
ly, a classic signal that she’ll
soon be calving.

“That one shaking its tail?
That one’s probably calving,
too,” said Rachel Gray, fourth-
generation northern Minneso-
ta farmer. She starts counting.
“One, two, three, there’s proba-
bly four in here calving.”

The remote woods north of
Bemidji is beef country. And
for the first time in a decade,
the ranchers raising the live-
stock that get turned into ham-
burgers and steaks like their
profit margins.

“Right now,” Gray said, walk-
ing through her barns on a
mild February day, “cattle pro-
ducers are finally feeling like
we can breathe.”

Across America, high food
prices — from eggs to Big
Macs — dominate the conversa-
tion. But farmers will tell you
high grocery store prices don’t
translate to their bank
accounts.

For more than a year, manu-
facturers of beef — slaughter-
houses — have struggled. And
economic trends are not neces-
sarily getting better.

Recently, Beef Magazine pre-
dicted a “perfect storm” for pro-
ducers this year, blaming
drought, potential tariffs and a
smaller national herd.

In December, Minnetonka-
based Cargill, one of the
nation’s Big 4 beef packers, laid
off 8,000 workers or about 5%
of its global employees, citing
low commodity prices. The
same week, another giant —
Tyson Foods — announced the
closure of a Kansas packing
plant.

But in cattle country, from
the grasslands out West to the
feedlots near Iowa where ani-
mals fatten up on cornmeal, the
prices are finally better.

In 2020, the price bottomed
out close to $80 per 100 pounds.
This week, live cattle were trad-
ing on the Chicago Mercantile
Exchange around $200 per 100
pounds.

“People in the cattle business
today are probably feeling a lit-
tle bit better than they have the
past couple of years,” said Jay
Debertin, CEO of Inver Grove
Heights-based CHS Inc., the

Rancher Rachel Gray moves cattle between pens for calving at her family's Little Timber Farm in Blackduck,
Minnesota, on Feb. 21. In 2020, the price bottomed out close to $80 per 100 pounds. This week, live cattle were trading on
the Chicago Mercantile Exchange around $200 per 100 pounds.

nation’s largest farmer cooper-
ative, while speaking in Janu-
ary with Neel Kashkari at the
Minneapolis Federal Reserve.

Eric Mousel, beef specialist
with the University of Min-
nesota Extension in Grand
Rapids, said the heady prices,
counterintuitively, began with
a drought in 2019 that swept
across southern plains, deci-
mating cattle herds.

Today, the national herd is
roughly 20% smaller than five
years ago, Mousel said. Those
still left in the game have
reaped benefits of increased
demand.

“The price is always really
cyclical, based on how many
calves are available,” Mousel
said. “Nobody was really pay-
ing attention to [the drop]
because they were distracted by
the pandemic, and then all of a
sudden, there’s not enough cat-
tle to go around.”

And the price relief couldn’t
come soon enough.

Since 2002, Minnesota has
lost roughly 25% of its beef cat-
tle farms, dropping to around

11,700 farms in the latest U.S.
Department of Agriculture
census.

The lineage of Gray’s Beltra-
mi County ranch starts with
the lumber companies that
clear-cut the region more than
a century ago.

Early farmers were
plow and a sow,” Gray said.

More crops followed. So did a
proper dairy. But getting milk
down to the processors in cen-
tral Minnesota grew costly.

Around two decades ago,
Gray’s parents traded in the
dairy for beef cattle. They put
up miles of fence, turned fields
into paddocks. Soon cattle
grazed on Little Timber Farms.

“We had really good markets
in 2014 and then everything
crashed,” said Gray, who does
custom calving and raises
heifers that are shipped around
the country. “What we’re seeing
now is a little bit different. The
markets seem to have held
longer.”

Life can be rugged in rural
northern Minnesota. Gray’s
husband travels much of the

113

COW,

year working in the mining
industry. A son has joined her
on the farm, but finding day
care for her grandchildren can
be a chore.

Other than a trip to Texas
earlier in February for Gray to
accept a national award for
environmental stewardship,
vacations are few.

But she knows cattle, and she
loves her job. And February is
go-time.

For two weeks, in subzero
temperatures, Gray lives in a
bunkhouse in the barn. She lay-
ers up. On the off-chance
there’s no calving, she’s catch-
ing a wink of sleep, maybe
watching a little television, or
checking her email. But usual-
ly, she’s calving — at midnight
or 4 a.m., the baby cows can
come at any time.

Gray’s business draws inter-
est from as far away as West
Virginia. The cattle on her pas-
tures arrived from the western
Dakotas.

Cattle country continues to
change as conditions change.
Some producers got out of the
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business during the down cycle.
Now again, some producers are
selling off herds, “getting out
while the getting is good,” Gray
said.

They also know that the good
times might not last. Beef pro-
ducers know not to trumpet
their success. Farther south,
crop farmers are struggling
with low prices.

Plus, there are factors they
cannot control. Tariff talks in
Washington could rattle trade
for an industry that sends cattle
hooves, tongue, organs over-
seas.

But for the moment, Gray is
focused close to home.

Monday morning, she visited
the butcher shop in Nevis. In
the afternoon, she turned back
to the calving.

Another cow tottered around,
confused. She was looking for
her calf — but she hadn’t even
delivered it yet.

“T'll need to separate her
later” from the other calves,
Gray said, adding to her ever-
growing list of afternoon
chores.

Farm programs in
jeopardy after cuts

The Times (Munster)
Tribune News Service

HEBRON — It was sup-
posed to be an exciting
launch of a new program
to bring fresh local pro-
duce to residents in North-
west Indiana.

But the NWI Food Coun-
cil announced that even as
its Farm Club initiative
goes live, other cherished
programs are threatened
by the ongoing federal
grant slashing by the
administration of Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

The NWI Food Coun-
cil does not believe its
Farm to School program
will continue past this
spring.

“A lot of funding that
made this happen is in
jeopardy,” NWI Food Coun-
cil co-executive
director Anne Massie said
at the organization’s annu-
al Farm Fest event Mon-
day night.

Since coming into office
in January, the Trump
Administration has made
it a priority to cut federal
spending.

The USDA announced
Monday it would be halt-
ing roughly $1 billion in
funding for schools and
food banks to purchase
local produce.

Although federal judges
are now acting to block the
efforts, at least temporari-
ly, the situation has left
many on the receiving
end, including the NWI
Food Council, confused
and blindsided.

The council’s Farm to

School program, run
through its Region Roots
Food Hub, helps deliver
locally grown produce to
schools throughout North-
west Indiana; the program
also provides ag and nutri-
tion education and staff
helps students build a
school garden.

Massie said her concern
for the program was at the
level of “10 out of 10” and
she believes it will likely
have to be shuttered when
the school year ends this
spring.

“The Kkids are always
excited about being able to
grow their own food, bring
home their seeds,”
said Becca Koetz, NWI
Food Council’s farmer
support specialist who has
taught grade school stu-
dents how to garden as
part of the program.

“Kids want to share
what they learned with
their families,” Koetz said.
“Families don’t always
have gardens. It’s great to
teach them you don’t need
to have an acre of land:
you can have a container, a
pot, a kiddie pool. No spe-
cialty equipment. You can
grow something for your
family even if it’s just
herbs.”

The loss of grant fund-
ing doesn’t just impact the
programs themselves; the
downstream effects hurt
farmers’ and local grow-
ers’ viability as well,
Massie warned, since NWI
Food Council was acting
as a middleman for them
to sell to schools.
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Bidding quiz

You have the [ollowing hand:
AAKQ4 Y102 4173 #AQ8S

1. You are the dealer. What would
vou bid?

2. Your partner deals and bids
One Diamond. What would you
respond?

3. Your left-hand opponent bids
One Diamond, and your right-
hand opponent responds One
Heart. What would you bid?

4. Your partner bids One Heart,
and the next player doubles. What
would you bid?

5. Your partner bids One Heart,
you respond One Spade, and part-
ner rebids Three Diamonds. What
would you bid now?

6. Your left-hand opponent bids
One Club, and your right-hand
opponent responds One Spade,
‘Whal would you bid?

*x %

1. One Club. Despite 16 points
and balanced distribution, it 15 bet-
ter to open onc club rather than
one nolrump withoul a slopper in
cither red suit. As usual, with equal
length in clubs and spades, you
open with the lower suit in order to
preserve bidding space.

2. One spade. Game is certain,
but that doesn’t meun you should
make an immediate jump-response
to announce it. A jump o lwo
spades (4 jump-shift) would sug-
gest a probable slam, and your val-
ucs are not quite good cnough for

that. Change one of your hearls
into a spade and you'd then have a
proper two-spade response. One
spade is, of course, 100% forcing.

3. Double. This indicates the val-
ues [or an opening bid and support
for both unbid suits. It would be
wrong 1o overcall with one spade,
which would imply greater spade
length and lewer high cards.

4. Redouble. This guarantees 10
or more points in high cards. You
plan either 1o gel Lo game evenlu-
ally or to double the opponents for
penalties.

5. Four clubs. A small slam is
alrcady certain since partner’s jump
shiflt promises at least 19 points; in
Tact, youre on the verge of a grand
slam. Four ¢lubs is merely a waiting
bid allowing partner to further
deseribe his hand. He may have
something like: #J93 YAKQ74
SAKQR &6, or al0 YAKITE3
SAKQY5 &7, or other similar hold-
ings. You'll have Lo wail o see what
partner bids over four clubs.

6. Pass. The value of a hand
changes as the bidding progresses,
and with the opponents bidding
both clubs and spades, your hand
has greatly diminished in offensive
strength.  Belore the bidding
started. you had rcason to hope
that partner might have length in
one {or both) of your suits. That
hope is now largely dissipated. The
best policy is Lo keep quiel and
hope the opponents get oo high.

Tomorrow: A magical performance.
3025 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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CRYPTOQUIP

IKEL TNPF RQE

TL BAQSSL

CFQKDZPKC RQE TK. LQN FZIK

TL NASLGAX XEZSGSNIK.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: YOU HAVE ASKED ME
TO FIND A VERY RELIABLE SOUTH AMERICAN
PACK ANIMAL FOR YOU? NO PROB-LLAMA!
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals G

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 37 Outkast, DOWN 23 Aussie
1 Newt for one 1 Online hoppers
4 ‘Ray 39 Rotating craft 24 Sunrise
Donovan”  part shop direction
star 40 Rock 2 Abbr.on 25 Historic
Schreiber  concert a pay periods
8 Court booster stub 26 Den
panel 41 Showy 3 School noise
12 Dead shrub session 27 Thomp-
heat 45 Cicatrix 4 Jacket son of
13 Land 48 Ones flaps “Love
measure makinga 5 Cake Actually’
14 La Scala getaway finishers 28 Ginger
solo 50 Bank 6 Goof up cookie
15 Ice- statement 7 Evening 29 Fall from
removing no. prayers grace
tools 51 Broad- 8 Quick trip 32 Barrel
17 Nullify way star 9 Coffee makers
18 Whine Moreno vessel 33 Chart
19 Bit of wit 52 Quibble 10 Free (of) anew
21 Gore and 53 Genie's 11 NBA 35 Eggnog
Green offering great ingredient
22 Main dish 54 Com- Ming 36 Market-
26 Takes mation 16 Ritzy place
five 55 High violin 38 Vader's
29 Lanka school 20 Numeri- fitle
lead-in subj. cal prefix 39 Desert
30 Scull flora
need Solution time: 25 mins. 42 Camera
31 Prefix part
meaning 43 Guitarist
“all” Clapton
32 Prefix 44 Wine
with region
gender 45 Cutting
33 Activist tool
Parks P 46 201, in
34 Docs’ old Rome
org. Tl 47Rm.
35 Harry ols|  coolers
Potter pal olt| 49 “Get
36 Defeats Yesterday’s answer 344  COMTY’
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I STILL THINK WE
COULDP UsE ARAISE

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,
Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

BOOLMAN’S
Auts Sales & Service, Tue.

Highway 67 W,

Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

Green Seal® ¥

For Quick Drying,
Residential &

Commercial
Approved

Donna Wendel
Cell: 260-251-1077

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

Bricker s Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

¢ Life « Health
¢ International
Medical
Employee Benefits
¢ Dental ¢ Vision

* Medicare

Supplements ®
Annuities

MAE'T FRANKS

your ometown agent
(260) 729-5200

111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS
You never know what you might find in
The Commercial Review Classifieds.
From a new car to a new home, to a new job,
the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141

260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes
Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquE,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery
Comments or
Problems?
Call our
Circulation
Hotline
260-251-9588

After 4:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning:

8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,
Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10a.m.-4p.m.
Circulation Department

Hours:

10:00 am - 4:00 p.m.




The Commercial Review
Friday, March 14, 2025
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Irish bounced
by North Carolina

By SHANE CONNUCK
The Charlotte Observer
Tribune News Service

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — One of
North Carolina men’s basket-
ball’s best defensive performanc-
es came in the ACC Tournament.

The Tar Heels, whose biggest
lead was 24 points in their 76-56
victory to reach the quarterfinals
at 2:30 p.m. Thursday against
Wake Forest, significantly limit-
ed its opponent’s strong offense.

The Tar Heels recorded their
second-best defensive efficiency
rating against an ACC opponent
this season, according to Ken-
pom.com, holding Notre Dame to
just 0.862 points per possession in
their blowout win Wednesday
afternoon at Spectrum Center in
uptown Charlotte.

“We were very active on
defense in the way we communi-
cated,” Ven-Allen Lubin, who
scored 17 points in the win
Wednesday afternoon at Spec-
trum Center in Charlotte, said in
the Tar Heels’ locker room. “Our
talking and activity level has def-
initely increased, and has been
very remarkable. Getting stops
on defense just gets us going on
the offensive end.”

UNC focuses on defense as it
chases the NCAA Tournament

Notre Dame’s offense totaled
just six assists against UNC.

The Tar Heels held Markus
Burton, the ACC’s leading scorer
with 21.3 points per game, to just
11 points on 3 of 11 shots.

Slowing down its opponent
early on was critical. UNC built a
20-point lead during the first half,
and while the Irish used an 8-0
run and tried to fight back, the
Tar Heels remained several steps
ahead throughout the afternoon.

UNC looks to make an NCAA
Tournament bid, and that poten-
tial path continues Thursday
against the Demon Deacons.

A Kkey for the Tar Heels? Anoth-
er strong defensive performance,
says fifth-year standout RJ Davis.

“We just want to set the tone,”
Davis said. “When we pressure
other teams, we’re really good
defensively. It gets teams a little
bit radical, so it’s just putting that
together for a whole 40 minutes
and using it to our advantage. I
think we did a good job of doing
that in the first half and second
half, priding our mentality and
tone on defense, that’s really
allowing us to be great. Offense is
gonna care of itself. From the
start of the year, it’s really about
defense.

“Notre Dame is a great team, it
was a one-point game and we
pulled off the game-winner earli-
er in the year. We really want to
just shut down (Markus) Burton,
because he’s a terrific player, he
makes them go, him and (Tae)
Davis. Just playing team defense.
Defense wins championships.
And I think we're taking a step
forward and understanding as a
team, which early on, we didn’t
really.”

PA Media/dpa
Tribune News Service

London — Tiger Woods
could be sidelined until 2026
after undergoing surgery
for a ruptured Achilles ten-
don, according to a leading
physiotherapist.

Woods revealed on Tues-
day that he suffered the lat-
est in a long line of injuries
while training at home
ahead of a possible return
to competitive action in next
month’s Masters at Augusta
National.

The 15-time major winner
has not played in an official
event since last year’s Open
Championship at Royal
Troon, although he did fea-
ture in a number of matches
in the TGL indoor competi-
tion he co-founded with
Rory Mcllroy.

Dr Charlton Stucken, who
operated on Woods, said the
surgery went “smoothly”
and the former world num-
ber one is expected to make
a full recovery, although no
timescale was given.

Consultant chartered
physiotherapist Sammy
Margo told the PA news
agency:

“The

immediate post-

Tiger Woods likely
to be out until 2026

surgery phase is up to two
weeks, when you're not
mobilising and you’re not
weight-bearing.“Then the
early rehab is about two to
six weeks when you’re grad-
ually taking some load, and
then you move up to a bit
more weight-bearing in a
protective boot from about
six to 12 weeks and then you
start to move on from about
three to six months.

“Typically, for a profes-
sional athlete like Tiger
Woods, the recovery time-
line would be four to six
months basic recovery, six
to nine months for a return
to professional competition
and probably around about
12 months for full recovery
and optimal performance.

“I’'m not a betting woman
but it’s likely he’s not going
to return to competitive golf
until 2026. This isn’t a minor
sprain, this is a serious
breakage.”

Woods has defied the odds
in returning from numerous
injuries throughout his
career, including returning
to action after coming close
to losing his right leg in a
car accident four years ago.

However, he has struggled

to fulfil even a limited
schedule in recent years and
completed 72 holes in just
one of the five official
events he started in 2024.

“He’s obviously going to
dedicate himself to his
recovery and I'm sure he’s
doing all that he can do,”
Margo added.“You can opti-
mise the conditions for heal-
ing, but you cannot defy
nature.

“There are natural time-
frames for recovery at a
given age, even if you are a
professional athlete. The
rate of healing at the age of
49 is substantially slower
than at the age of 23.

“You have to also consider
that Tiger has had a fair
amount of other injuries on
the lead-up to this, so no
matter how good you are,
nature does take its course.”

Woods had been due to
play in last month’s Genesis
Invitational - a tournament
he hosts — but took time off
following the death of his
mother.

He turns 50 in December
and will be eligible to play
on the senior tour, where he
will be allowed to use a
buggy if required.

Track athlete who struck opponent charged with assault

By JAMI FRANKENBERRY
The Virginian-Pilot
Tribune News Service

NEWPORT NEWS, Va.
— A Portsmouth runner
who struck an opponent
with a baton during a
high school relay race has
been charged with
assault, the Lynchburg
commonwealth’s attorney
told multiple media out-
lets Wednesday.

Alaila Everett, a senior
at Norcom High, was com-
peting in the Virginia
High School League Class
3 championships last
week when she struck
Brookville High’s Kaelen
Tucker in the head during
the second leg of the

4x200-meter relay race at
Liberty University in
Lynchburg.

Everett and her relay
team were immediately
disqualified by meet offi-
cials. Video of the inci-
dent went viral on multi-
ple social media plat-
forms and was featured
on national news, includ-
ing “Good Morning Amer-
ica” and “CBS Mornings.”

Tucker and her mother
told a Lynchburg TV sta-
tion she was being treated
for a concussion.

Genoa Everett, Alaila’s
father, told The Pilot earli-
er this week the hit was
inadvertent, adding that

she had received death
threats. He said his
daughter attempted to
contact Tucker on social
media to apologize but
was blocked.

On Wednesday, WSET
in Lynchburg, along with
local TV stations WVEC,
WTKR and WAVY, report-
ed that Lynchburg Com-
monwealth’s  Attorney
Bethany Harrison con-
firmed the charge against
Everett.

Meanwhile, the
Portsmouth NAACP
released a statement

expressing “thoughts and
prayers” for both the
Tucker and Everett fami-

lies and addressing the
death threats and com-
ments Alaila has
received after the video
went viral.

“Our review of the sit-
uation has been focused
not only on the events
that happened on Tues-
day during the track and
field competition but also
on the response in which
racial slurs and death
threats have been leveled
towards Alaila and her
family,” the NAACP
wrote. “These matters
have been brought to our
attention as well as the
possibility of pending
criminal charges, which

we view with deep con-
cerns.”

The Portsmouth
NAACP’s statement was
issued before the assault
charge was reported, but
the organization wrote
that charges were not war-
ranted.

“We have been in com-
munication with our
Lynchburg NAACP
branch leaders as well as
our Virginia State Confer-
ence representative con-
cerning this possibility,”
the statement read. “We
are committed collectively
to ensuring that the crimi-
nal justice system, which
we feel is not warranted in

this situation, is executed
fairly and based on due
process. We encourage
Liberty University author-
ities and the Common-
wealth to exercise caution
and restraint in this situa-
tion, as the individuals
involved are minors.

“We will continue to
advocate for Alaila’s
record to remain void of
any criminal proceed-
ings.”

The NAACP also wrote,
using all capital letters
that, “Alaila is NOT AN
ATTACKER and media
headlines that allude
towards that in any way is
shameful.”

Sports on tap

Local schedule
Today
Jay County — Junior high swim in ACAC meet
at Jay County — 5 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Track at New Haven Bulldog
Invite — 3 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Baseball scrimmage vs. Van
Wert — 12 p.m.; Softball scrimmage at
Brookville — 12 p.m.

TV sports
Today
12 a.m. — LIV Golf: Singapore (FS1)
1 a.m. — Formula 1: Australian Grand Prix
(ESPN2)

11:30 A.m. — College basketball: Atlantic 10
tournament (USA)

12 p.m. — College basketball: Big Ten tourna-
ment (BTN)

1 p.m. — College basketball: SEC tournament

(ESPN); American Athletic tournament (ESPN2)

2 p.m. — College basketball: Atlantic 10 tour-
nament (USA)

2:30 p.m. — College basketball: Big Ten tour-
nament (BTN)

3 p.m. — College basketball: American Athlet-
ic tournament (ESPN2)

3:30 p.m. — College basketball: SEC tourna-
ment (ESPN)

5 p.m. — College basketball: Atlantic 10 tour-
nament (USA)

6:30 p.m. — College basketball: Big Ten tour-
nament (BTN); Big East tournament (FOX)

7 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at Philadelphia
76ers (FDSN Indiana)

7 p.m. — College basketball: ACC tournament
(ESPN)

9 p.m. — College basketball: Big Ten tourna-
ment (BTN)

9 p.m. — LIV Golf: Singapore (FS1)

9:30 p.m. — College basketball: ACC tourna-
ment (ESPN)

10 p.m. — NHL: Utah Hockey Club at Seattle
Kraken (NBC)

11:30 p.m. — College basketball: Big West
tournament (ESPN2)

Saturday

12 a.m. — College hockey: Notre Dame vs.
Michigan State (BTN)

11 a.m. — College basketball: Maine vs.
Bryant (ESPN2)

11 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Everton at
West Ham United (USA)

12:45 p.m. — NWSL soccer: Kansas City Cur-
rent at Portland Thorns (ABC)

1 p.m. — College basketball: SEC tournament
(BTN); MEAC tournament (ESPN2); Big Ten tour-
nament (CBS)

1 p.m. — College lacrosse: Michigan vs. Notre
Dame (BTN)

1:30 p.m. — Premier League soccer: AFC
Bournemouth at Brentford (USA)

2 p.m. — PGA Tour golf: The Players Champi-
onship (NBC)

2 p.m. — MotoGP: Grand Prix of Argentina
(FS1)

3 p.m. — College basketball: American Athlet-

ic tournament (ESPN2)

3 p.m. — NHL: New Jersey Devils at Pittsburgh
Penguins (ABC)

3:30 p.m. — College basketball: SEC tourna-
ment (ESPN); Big Ten tournament (CBS)

3:45 p.m. — MLS soccer: Los Angeles FC at
Austin (FOX)

5 p.m. — College basketball: American Athlet-
ic tournament (ESPN2)

6 p.m. — College basketball: Mountain West
tournament (CBS); Big 12 tournament (ESPN)

6:30 p.m. — College basketball: Big East tour-
nament (FOX)

7:30 p.m. — College basketball: MAC tourna-
ment (ESPN2)

8 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at Milwaukee
Bucks (FDSN Indiana)

8 p.m. — NHL: Nashville Predators at Los
Angeles Kings (CBS)

8 p.m. — Ladies European Tour golf: Aus-
tralian Women'’s Classic (FS1)

8:15 p.m. — MLS soccer: Sporting Kansas
City at Minnesota United (FS1)

8:30 p.m. — College basketball: ACC tourna-

ment (ESPN)

9 p.m. — College hockey: Penn State vs. Ohio
State (BTN)

9:30 p.m. — College basketball: Big West
tournament (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — USL Champions soccer: Monterey
Bay at Oakland Roots (FOX)

10:30 p.m. — NBA: New York Knicks at Gold-
en State Warriors (ABC)

11:30 p.m. — College basketball: Big West
tournament (ESPN2)

Local notes
Registration open

Registration for the 35th annual Flat 50 Plus
bicycle ride in Adams County is now open. To
register, visit RunSignUp.com.

There are rides ranging from 20 to 100 miles
long.

The event will be held at 7 a.m. Saturday, June
21. It will start at Bellmont high school and will
have stops in Willshire, Geneva and Monroe with
refreshments.

90 SALE CALENDAR
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90 SALE CALENDAR

130 MISC. FOR SALE

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday March 15th,
2025
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 783 S 600E
Portland, IN.
REAL ESTATE
30 Acres in Section 21,
Noble Twp., Jay County.
Sold in parcels and
combinations.
Tract 1: 2 Acres with 3
bedroom farmhouse
containing 2272 sq. ft.
finished living area and
30 x 48i pole
barn/garage. Partial
basement.

Tract 2: 28 Acres with
approx.. 20 tillable, bal-
ance being wooded and
road frontage on CR
600 E.
COINS-ANTIQUES-
COLLECTIBLES
1921 Peace Dollar, (4)
1922 Peace Dollars,
1894 & 1921 Morgan
Dollars, Several Walking
Liberty halves. 1oz. Sil-
ver bar. (2)1991 Port-
land Forge silver rounds.
Gold Cameo Necklace,
Pocket watches, Base-
ball & collector cards,
Old metal toys & much
more not listed.
VEHICLES-SKID
LOADER-SHOPP
TOOLS-MISC
2008 Ford Edge, 2001
Chrysler minivan, Mus-
tang 40hp (gas) skid
loader, 500 gallon LP
tank, Stihl MS192 chain-

saw, Craftsman garden
tractor, Diamond Plate
toolbox, Generac 5000
watt generator, Fishing
poles and supplies,
Whirlpool upright freez-
er, Dust Collector.
Large Auction several
items not mentioned.
OWNER: LARRY BICK-
EL ESTATE By Kent
Bickel, PR.

Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

ATVis-Attachments-Misc
TERMS: CASH OR
GOOD CHECK NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR

ACCIDENTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE
FOR NO SHOWS

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:

Indiana Sales Tax will be

collected at this auction.

AREA CONTRACTORS

& FARMERS OWNERS

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587
www.auctionzip.com fi
Auctioneer ID #4243

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, MARCH
29TH, 2025
9:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 3430 W
State Road 67, Portland,
IN or 3 Q miles west of
Portland at the corner of
Hwy 67 and County
Road 200 South.
NOW ACCEPTING
CONSIGNMENTS
UNTIL
NOON. THURSDAY,
MARCH 27TH, 2025.
Farm Tractors-Farm
Equip.-Construction
Equip.-Trucks-Trailers-
Vehicles-Riding Mowers-

REAL ESTATE PUBLIC
AUCTION
Located: 722 E Main St,
Portland, IN
Friday Afternoon
April 11th, 2025
5:00 P. M.

REAL ESTATE
This home sets on a 30i
x 157i lot with 2 bed-
rooms, 1 bathroom and
792 sq. ft. of living area.
This home is heated
with a Warm Morning
stove and has gas water
heater. There is a
detached garage and a
utility shed. This home
has a cement driveway,
a covered back porch
and a nice size yard.
For more information or
private showing contact
Loy Real Estate 260-

726-2700 or Gary Loy
Auctioneer at 260-726-
5160.
Personal property to sell
immediately following
real estate.
JANICE STUCKY
ESTATE
by Herb Hummel Per-
sonal Rep.

Josh Atkinson Attorney
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling.  260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

HIRING PART-TIME
INSERTER Hours vary
each week. Apply at The
Graphic Printing Compa-
ny i The Commercial
Review 309 West Main
Street i Portland, IN
47371 Office Hours: 10
am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Fri-
day NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. Equal opportu-
nity employer.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The

Review
Friday

Commercial
Tuesday thru
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumis Salvage

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x30”,.007 thick. Clean
and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial Review,
309 W Main, Portland
260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing,  ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

Public Notice

LEGAL NOTICE OF BIDS
Notice is hereby given that
sealed bids will be received
in the office of the Jay County
Auditor, at the Courthouse in
Portland, Indiana, 47371,
March 28th , 2025 until the
hour of 4:00 PM with opening
at 9:15 AM on March 31st, 2025
for cash rental of approxi-
mately 68 acres of farm
ground owned by Jay County
located in Section 18, Wayne
Township, Jay County, Indi-
ana. The term of the lease
agreement shall be for the
2025 crop year only. The
Board of Jay County Commis-
sioners shall select the high-
est and most responsive bid.
The Board of Commissioners
reserve the right to reject any
and/or all bids, or to accept
the one which, in their judg-
ment will be in the best in-
terest of Jay County, being
the best and/or lowest re-
sponse and responsible bid-
der.

The property may not be
leased to a person who is in-
eligible under 1.C. 36-1-11-16.

Emily Franks, Jay County

Auditor.
CR 3-7,14-2025 - HSPAXLP

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Public Notice

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT
COURT
2025 TERM
No. 38C01-2503-EU-000006
In the Matter of
the Unsupervised

Administration

of the Estate of:

Anna Mae Sutton, Deceased
NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that
Douglas K. Sutton was, on the
7th day of March, 2025, ap-
pointed Personal Representa-
tive of the estate of Anna Mae
Sutton deceased, who died on

November 26, 2024.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the
claim in the office of the Clerk
of this Court within three (3)
months from the date of the
first publication of this notice,
or within nine (9) months after
the decedent's death,
whichever is earlier, or the
claims will be forever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana,
this 10th day of March, 2025.
Melissa Elliott
Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana
HINKLE, RACSTER &
SCHEMENAUR
121 W. High Street
Portland, IN 47371
Attorney
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Jay County hosts the junior
high ACAC swim meet,
see Sports on tap

Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

The Commercial Review

Staff vs.
Students

Jay County Junior-
Senior High School staff and
students participated in a
staff vs. student game night
on Thursday, that included
cornhole, euchre and
volleyball tournaments. At
left, athletics director Alex
Griffin attacks a ball at the
net. At right, sophomore
Benson Barnett follows
through on a hit from a
simultaneous match at a
different court.

NOBELSVILLE — With
the regular season over,
27 tankers packed up
from Jay County to head

to  Noblesville High
School. After a strong Glentzer

showing, four more swim-
mers extended their sea- makes thr ee
sons for another two new CutS,

weeks.

The Jay County Wint .
Sorne {ay County wimer - Guggenbiller
completes

the divisional meet over

the weekend with four
tankers hitting state full sel Of 10
times to make seven state
cuts.
Cooper Glentzer led the
way by hitting state times

Swimmers make seven state cuts

in three events.

He made his first cut
for the 14-and-younger
division on Saturday, fin-
ishing the 200-yard back-
stroke in 2 minutes, 9.63
seconds, which is a 4.93
second improvement
from his previous times.

On Sunday, the high
school freshman clinched
a spot at the Natitorium
on IUI's campus in Indi-
anapolis — state will
start on March 21 and go
through 23 — in the 100
freestyle and 100 back-
stroke. He swam a 52.36 in
the former and a 1:00.07
in the latter.

Carsyn Guggenbiller
also made a pair of state
cuts. She opened the
weekend by earning a

berth in the 200 freestyle
with a time of 2:27.94 (an
8.79 second time drop).
On Sunday, she completed
the 10th and final state
cut that girls in the 10-
and-younger division can
get with a 30.22 in the 50
freestyle. (She will have
to narrow down to six
events for the state meet.)

Addisyn Champ and
Grady Warvel both made
a state cut as well.
Champ, who swims in the
12-and-younger division,
put out a 28.86 time in the
50 freestyle for her state
berth. Warvel dropped
7.91 seconds to top the 14-
and-older field in the 200

2:16.42.

Addisyn Champ of the Jay County Winter Swim team competes in the 50-yard freestyle during
butterfly with a time of the divisional meet at Noblesville High School on March 7. Champ dropped 0.08 seconds from her time

to make the state cut at 28.86 seconds in the 12-and-younger girls division.
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