
The Commercial Review
Saturday, March 15, 2025

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371

The Commercial Review

The next event in the Eric R.
Rogers Performance Series at
the Jay County Campus of
Arts Place features the coun-
try music group Shannon
Clark and the Sugar perform-
ing at 6:30 p.m. Thursday,
March 20. Tickets are available
at myartsplace.org, by calling
(260) 726-4809 or by stopping in
at 131 E. Walnut St., Portland.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Saturday’s legislative update
in Dunkirk.

Wednesday — Details from
next week’s Jay School Board
meeting.

In review Coming up
The high temperature hit

76 degrees Friday in Jay
County.

Rain is expected today with
winds gusting to 50 miles per
hour and a high in the lower
70s. More rain, with thunder-
storms possible and contin-
ued high winds in the forecast
for tonight. See page 2 for an
extended outlook.

Mary Lou Hammond, 70,
Portland

Vicki Haynes, 77, Celina,
Ohio

Details on page 2.

Deaths Weather

Moving toward
moratorium

Tribune News Service/Atlanta Journal Constitution/Natrice Miller

Pictured above are batteries on the site of the new battery energy storage system that Georgia Power
constructed and brought online in Columbus, Georgia, in 2023. Jay County Plan Commission took the first step
Thursday toward putting a moratorium in place on battery storage facilities while it works on developing an ordinance
to regulate them. It also started the process toward a moratorium on new solar facilities. 

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

The county is moving on
moratoriums.

Jay County Plan Commis-
sion OK’d moving forward
with enacting two 12-month
moratoriums Thursday on
commercial battery storage
facilities and new solar farm
developments in the county.

Commission members will
host a public hearing next

month before voting on the
decision. If  approved, it will
then move to Jay County Com-
missioners for their consider-
ation.

Jay/Portland Building and
Planning director John Hem-
melgarn noted during the plan
commission’s meeting Thurs-
day that an energy company
— its name was not shared
Thursday — has expressed
interest in developing a com-

mercial battery storage facili-
ty in Jay County. He pointed
out the county currently does-
n’t have an ordinance in place
that would set rules and
restrictions for such facilities.

Hemmelgarn shared copies
of  an ordinance created by
Starke County officials to
serve as an example for what
Jay County Plan Commission
could pass. (He pointed out as
of  now, Starke County is

under a moratorium for bat-
tery storage, wind and solar
facilities.)

The ordinance example
shared Thursday establishes
definitions and criteria for
commercial solar battery
energy storage systems. It lim-
its battery energy storage sys-
tems to a maximum of  five
acres and to agricultural-
zoned parcels. 

See Moratorium page 2

Commission looking at battery storage

By DAVID LERMAN
and AIDAN QUIGLEY
CQ-Roll Call
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — A six-
month stopgap funding
bill cleared the Senate on
Friday after enough
Democrats crossed the
aisle to vote to end debate,
defying intense pressure
from the left wing of  their
party.

The measure now heads
to President Donald
Trump’s desk, where he’s
expected to sign it and
avert a partial government
shutdown that was other-
wise set to begin at mid-
night.

Senate Minority Leader
Charles E. Schumer, D-
New York, who enraged
progressive activists and
many fellow Democrats in
both chambers by
announcing his support
Thursday night, voted for
cloture Friday, which
requires 60 votes.

The 62-38 cloture vote
saw nine members of  his
caucus join Schumer on
the key procedural vote:
Minority Whip Richard J.
Durbin of  Illinois;
Schumer’s fellow New
Yorker Kirsten Gilli-
brand; John Fetterman
of  Pennsylvania; Cather-
ine Cortez Masto of  Neva-
da; Jeanne Shaheen
and Maggie Hassan of
New Hampshire; Brian
Schatz of  Hawaii; and
Gary Peters of  Michi-
gan. Angus King, a Maine
independent who caucuses
with the Democrats, also
voted for cloture.

Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ken-
tucky, was the lone GOP
“no” vote.

The bill then cleared on
a 54-46 vote after a series of
amendments were reject-
ed, including one from
Paul to cut foreign aid.

See Bill page 2

By SARA GHARAIBEH
and DAN WILLIAMS
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

JERUSALEM — Hamas said
it’s willing to release all U.S.-
Israeli hostages, including one
still alive, in a surprise move dis-
missed by both Israel and
the U.S. as unhelpful to negotia-
tion efforts to end the war.

The Palestinian militant
group said it had agreed to free
Israeli soldier Edan Alexander,
a U.S. citizen, as well as the bod-
ies of  four other dual nationals,
according to a statement on Fri-
day. Hamas official Mahmoud
Mardawi later confirmed the
deceased are also Israeli-Ameri-
cans.

Hamas said the offer is in
response to a proposal from
mediators seeking to end the 17-
month conflict between the
group and Israel — made up
of  Qatar, Egypt and the U.S. “The
movement affirms its complete
readiness to begin negotiations”
on a ceasefire, Hamas said.

U.S. envoy Steve Witkoff
responded that while Washing-
ton has made clear to Hamas,
via Qatar and Egypt, that
Alexander should be released

immediately, the statement by
the Islamist group represents a
“very bad bet.”

“Hamas has chosen to respond
by publicly claiming flexibility
while privately making demands
that are entirely impractical
without a permanent ceasefire,”
Witkoff ’s office said in a state-
ment. “Hamas is making a very
bad bet that time is on its side. It
is not.”

A senior Israeli official, who
asked not to be identified, said
the move was really intended to
sabotage negotiations and drive
a wedge between Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s govern-
ment and the U.S., its chief
ally. Hamas, which still holds
about 60 hostages taken during
the October 2023 attacks that
triggered the war, hasn’t gen-
uinely changed its position, the
official said.

The development comes
almost two weeks after an initial
Israel-Hamas truce period came
to an end, without an agreement
on whether or how it should be
extended. That’s left the conflict
in limbo, with Hamas still hold-
ing the hostages, of  which
Israel believes about 25 are alive.
U.S. President Donald
Trump has warned Hamas there
will be “hell to pay” if  they
aren’t freed.

The U.S. said it has presented a
“bridge” proposal that would
extend the initial truce period
beyond the Ramadan and
Passover holidays — into April
— and see Hamas release living
hostages in exchange for prison-
ers. That would enable more
humanitarian assistance to
enter war-ravaged Gaza and
work to continue on a durable
halt to fighting.

U.S., Israel dismiss offer

Measure
cleared
Senate

on Friday

Spending
bill sent
to Oval
for action

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Grin to win
Gabe Pinkerton cracks a smile before

laying down a card to win a trick of euchre in the
auxiliary gym at Jay County Junior-Senior High
School on Tuesday. Pinkerton and his partner Layne
Reidt were playing against JCHS principal Chad
Dodd and CSM Bishop during the euchre
tournament of the student vs. staff night.

Hamas proposal came in response
to work on ending 17-month conflict
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Mary Hammond
Feb. 28, 1955-March 13, 2025

Mary Lou Hammond, age 70, a resi-
dent of  rural Dunkirk, passed away
on Thursday, March 13, 2025, at IU
Health Ball Memorial Hospital in
Muncie. 

Mary Lou was born Feb. 28, 1955,
the daughter of  Jack Ford and Ruth
(Merchant) Prouty. She was raised by
Harold and Ruth Prouty. 

Mary Lou devoted her life to her
family and married the love of  her
life, Stephen Hammond, on August
28, 1971. He passed away on July 2,
2011. 

Survivors include:
Three children — Michelle Ham-

mond, Kokomo, Indiana, Melissa

Hammond, Dunkirk,
Indiana, Benjamin
Hammond (wife:
Dosha), Portland, Indi-
ana 

One sister —
LaVetha Loucks (hus-
band: Ramon), Port-
land, Indiana 

Grandchildren —
Ariel, Chase, Reece, Jaden, Jalen,
Jaila, Javon, Clorissa, Xavier, Xzan-
der, Mathayus, Sam, Branden and
Lincoln

Five great-grandchildren
She was preceded in death by a sis-

ter, Roxann Doll. 
Private visitation will be held at

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland. Private

burial will follow at IOOF Twin Hill
Cemetery in Pennville. 

Condolences may be expressed at
williamsonspencer.com. 

Vicki Haynes, Celina, Ohio, the mother
for Portland and Fort Recovery residents,
Sept. 12, 1947-March 10, 2025. A Joint
Memorial Service will be held at 3 p.m.
Saturday, March 22, at W.H. Dick & Sons
- Hellwarth Funeral Home in Celina for
Vicki and her husband, Oscar, who had
passed away Aug. 22, 2020.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge.  There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary services.

Hammond

Obituaries

March 22
Haynes, Vicki: 3 p.m., W.H.

Dick & Sons – Hellwarth Funer-

al Home, 218 W. Market St., Celi-

na, Ohio.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com
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Continued from page 1
Per the Starke County ordi-

nance, battery energy storage
systems must have minimum
1,000-foot setbacks from the cen-
ter of  roads and highways, as well
as 1,000-foot setbacks from water-
ways, ditches, streams, rivers,
residential wells or field drains
and adjoining property lines not
connected to the project. They’re
also subject to an enhanced mini-
mum setback of  1,320 feet from
adjoining properties used for res-
idential, educational or religious
use.

Battery energy storage systems
must be fenced in completely
with 6-foot-tall chain-link fencing,
and there must be signs at each
location with emergency
response numbers posted and
updated annually, the ordinance
says. It also requires planting an
assortment of  greenery in front
of  the berm of  the property,
which should be at least 20 feet
outside of  the fenced area, and a
subsurface non-permeable liner
to keep contaminants in place.

The ordinance also lays out
requirements for fire prevention
plans and a fire monitoring sys-
tem and requires an 8-inch well
located on the property for fire
departments to use in an emer-
gency.

“(Starke County’s) ordinance
probably would kill battery stor-
age in just about every county in
Indiana,” said Hemmelgarn.

Commission member Matt
Minnich asked if  it would be eas-

ier for the county to say no to bat-
tery storage facilities in Jay
County as a whole. Commission
member Steve Ford questioned
if  that decision could be over-
turned by the state in the future,
pointing to a bill he said was
being discussed by state legisla-
tors.

“I think probably the safest
route would be to go the Starke
County route, I think,” answered
county attorney Wes Scheme-
naur. “Create an ordinance that
just is … probably very difficult
or impossible to meet.”

Portland Fire Chief  Mike
Weitzel also voiced safety con-
cerns with allowing a commer-
cial battery storage facility in
the county. He said other fire
chiefs in the county also are not
in favor of  such a facility coming
to Jay County.

“From a fire department
standpoint, I’m against them,”
he said. “We don’t have the man-
power or the equipment to fight a
lithium ion battery fire in that
capacity.”

He said the energy company
looking into Jay County pro-
posed 52 storage container boxes
full of  lithium ion batteries. 

Weitzel offered to send com-
mission members examples of
lithium ion battery explosion
fires, specifically recalling an
incident in Surprise, Arizona.

“They were on scene for more
than four hours with their moni-
toring equipment,” he said.
“They went up to open the door

to make sure everything was
good. The box got air, exploded,
shot three of  their members 75
feet through a fence. Luckily
none of  them were killed.”

“We don’t have the resources
here to fight something like
that,” he added, referencing a
battery fire in California that
lasted for three days.

Commission member Todd
Skirvin shared worries about
keeping a fire contained within a
few thousand acres. Weitzel
noted there would be evacuation
zones, potential runoff  into
water sources and other vari-
ables involved, such as toxins in
the air when burned.

“I think we’re in too large of  a
rural area to be able to do any-
thing,” said commission mem-
ber Jeanne Houchins. “I mean,
look at, you know, if  we had a
brush fire in the northwest cor-
ner of  the county and it got out
of  hand, it would take Salamonia
(fire department) quite some
time to get there to help.”

Minnich said such a facility
doesn’t seem like a good fit for
rural Jay County.

Jay County REMC District 8
board member Ken Denton said
the energy cooperative is looking
at installing batteries into some
of  its substations. (It’s a separate
project from the one discussed
and proposed by commission
members Thursday.)

“All I’m asking you to do is get
more information, have some-
body that does batteries and

come here and talk to you,” he
said. “Why they’re wanting to
put batteries in some of  our sub-
stations is our area is probably
60% higher on our transmission
rates than anybody in the state,
so therefore they want to put bat-
teries within the substation to
shave that peak to try to recoup
some of  that cost …”

Jay County Commissioner
Duane Monroe, who works for
Jay County REMC, added that
the energy cooperative is looking
into a smaller-scale project than
the other company proposing a
battery storage facility.

“It’s a lot smaller, and it’s
going to benefit — if  you’re an
REMC member, it’s going to
affect your bill … that money
will stay local to those mem-
bers,” he said.

Hemmelgarn asked Denton
and Monroe to forward him
information about Jay County
REMC’s planned project.

Commission members agreed
to establish a six-month morato-
rium on battery storage facili-
ties. Schemenaur then noted
plan commission would need to
host a public hearing before
establishing a moratorium. The
motion was then amended to
move forward in the process for
starting a 12-month moratorium
on battery storage facilities.

Schemenaur also pointed out
Monroe asked about establishing
a moratorium on new solar farm
developments.

Schemenaur noted the county

has signed agreements with four
companies proposing solar
farms in Jay County. To date,
none of  the projects have started
construction yet, with start dates
continuing to get pushed back.

He added that without a solar
farm established, Jay County
hasn’t been able to judge
whether its current solar ordi-
nance fits the county’s needs.

Commission members agreed
to also move forward with estab-
lishing a 12-month moratorium
on new solar farm developments.

Also Thursday, plan commis-
sion members Chad Aker, Casey
Wagner, Scott Hilfiker, Ford,
Skirvin, Houchins and Minnich,
absent Brad Daniels and Steve
McIntosh:

•Heard about the state’s
requirement to livestream and
record meetings starting July 1.
Schemenaur indicated plan
commission may not be covered
by the rule because it is not an
executive, legislative or fiscal
body and does not regularly
meet at Jay County Courthouse.

•Agreed to retain its officers
from 2024, which include Hilfik-
er as president, Ford as vice
president, Houchins as secre-
tary and Pati McLaughlin as
recording secretary.

•Reappointed Aker as Jay
County Plan Commission’s rep-
resentative on Portland Plan
Commission.

•Received informational pack-
ets from Schemenaur regarding
plan commission’s duties.

Moratorium ...

Filter fire
A fire broke out at Fort Recovery

Industries on Thursday.
Portland Fire Department

responded to 710 E. 100 North, Port-
land, about 10:30 a.m. to put out
flames in the northwest corner of
the building. Sparks from metal
work had lit pallets of  filters on fire,
and workers used forklifts to pull
several of  the pallets outside. 

Sixteen firefighters and two
firetrucks arrived to help fight the
flames, putting them out in about 30
minutes.

There was some damage to the

wall next to the pallets. Damage is
estimated at roughly $1,500 in prop-
erty damage and $1,000 in damage to
content, according to the fire depart-
ment.

No quorum
Redkey Town Council failed to

make quorum again Friday morning
for its special session.

The agenda included hiring a new
police officer. Only two board mem-
bers, Brenda Beaty and “Watermel-
lon” Jim Phillips, came to the meet-
ing and were unable to take action.

“We called this meeting because

we’ve been having a lot of  vandalism
in Redkey, and we needed to hire a
marshal to protect our town,” Beaty
said. “Unfortunately, we don’t have
enough quorum to do so. Again. I
guess we need to realize that some of
our candidates, you know, some of
our elected officials are not showing
up to these meetings, so I cannot pro-
tect the town without the help of
everyone on council.”

Pointing to council member Gavin
Grady’s recent resignation, Beaty
also asked members of  the public to
consider applying for the vacant
board position.

Continued from page 1
Several Democrats who voted for clo-

ture turned around and voted against
the bill on final passage, since their
votes weren’t needed given the simple-
majority threshold. Only Shaheen and
King voted for it.

Democrats had pushed for an alter-
native proposal: a short-term continu-
ing resolution through April 11, which
in theory would buy time for further
negotiations on fully fleshed out fiscal
2025 spending bills.

But there wasn’t enough support on
the Republican side to get their month-
long CR through, particularly with the
House out of  session until March 24,
other than for pro forma meetings.

As part of  the deal to complete work
on the spending bill on Friday, party
leaders agreed to bring to the floor a
stand-alone bill from Senate Appropri-
ations Chair Susan Collins, R-Maine,
and Sen. Chris Van Hollen, D-Mary-
land, to fix a glaring omission from the
CR.

The House GOP-drafted measure left
out a provision typically included in
stopgap bills that allows the District of
Columbia government to spend at rates
equal to its current budget, rather than
the prior fiscal year’s. So in effect city
officials would be forced to revert to fis-
cal 2024 levels, requiring a $1.1 billion
budget cut to be squeezed into the
remaining half  of  the fiscal year.

Capsule Reports

Bill ...

Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 6-9-1
Daily Four: 3-0-6-0
Quick Draw: 2-12-20-

21-22-29-32-36-43-47-49-
50-55-56-57-59-63-64-75-
80

Ohio
Midday

Pick 3: 2-7-9
Pick 4: 6-8-2-4
Pick 5: 8-3-9-1-2

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$378 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$277 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.45
April corn ...............4.52
May corn .................4.58

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.73
April corn ................4.70
May corn..................4.73

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.70
April corn ................4.70
Beans ......................10.13

April beans ............10.16
Wheat ......................5.14

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.51
April corn ................4.55
Beans ......................10.02
April beans ............10.05
Wheat .......................5.19

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.48
April corn ................4.53
Beans........................9.82
April beans ..............9.87
Wheat ......................5.15

In 44 B.C., Julius
Caesar was stabbed to
death by Roman sena-
tors in Italy, resulting in
civil war.

In 1917, Russia’s last
emperor, Tsar Nicholas
II, abdicated after the
February Revolution.

In 1972, “The Godfa-
ther” premiered in the-
aters. Francic Ford Cop-
pola’s gangster movie,
based on the novel by

Mario Puzo, became one
of  the most popular
films of  its time.

In 2016, Portland
Park Board hired Missy
Bader as the manager of
Portland Water Park.
Bader managed the park
for five years. Prior to
her time as manager,
she had worked at Port-
land Pool for two
decades.

— The CR

CR almanac

49/27 52/41 70/54 69/37 41/27
Thurs-

day’s forecast
shows mostly
cloudy skies
with a 60%
chance of
showers.

Wednes-
day’s fore-
cast is most-
ly cloudy with
a 30%
chance of
showers.

Tuesday’s
forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
with highs in
the mid 60s.

Sunday
3/16

Monday
3/17

Tuesday
3/18

Wednesday
3/19

Thursday
3/20

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Country Living Adviso-
ry Board, dining hall,
living facility, 1194 E. 200
North, Portland.

6:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery School Board,
community room, Fort
Recovery High School,
400 Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Mostly
sunny skies
are expected
Monday when
the high will
be around 51
degrees.

There’s a
50% chance
of rain Sunday
under mostly
cloudy skies.
Wind gusts
may reach up
to 25 mph.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY — Is open from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. on the first
and third Saturday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113. S. Main St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland. 

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-

based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
each Sunday at Fellowship
Baptist Church, 289 S. 200
West, Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.

For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more infor-
mation, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

UNDERSTANDING
YOUR SUICIDE GRIEF —
Meets from 7 to 8:30 p.m. the
third Monday of  each
month. The support group
serves to help individuals
who have lost a loved one to
suicide. To register, contact
Stephanie Patterson at (260)
251-3259.

Tuesday
JAY COUNTY PASTORS

AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the third

Tuesday of  each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.

COMPASSIONATE CON-
NECTIONS RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP — A
group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that
helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop
long-term recovery meets
at noon each Tuesday in the
IU Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. 

FRIENDS OF JAY COUN-
TY LIBRARY — Will meet
at 6 p.m. the third Tuesday
of  each month at the
library.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. 
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku For Jay County Elementary Schools 

March 17-21
Monday: Main Entrees: Buttermilk pancakes, turkey sausage

link, syrup Alternate Entrees: Hot smokey ham &
cheese sandwich, turkey cobb salad, croutons
Sides for all meals: Tater tots

Tuesday: Main Entrees: Buffalo chicken dip, tortilla chips, salsa
Alternate Entrees: Hot smokey ham & cheese
sandwich, turkey cobb salad, croutons Sides for all
meals: Seasoned corn

Wednesday: Main Entrees: Breaded chicken drumstick, dinner
roll Alternate Entrees: Hot smokey ham & cheese
sandwich, turkey cobb salad, croutons Sides for all
meals: Garlic mashed potatoes

Thursday: Main Entrees: Classic pepperoni pizza  Alternate
Entrees: Hot smokey ham & cheese sandwich,
turkey cobb salad, croutons Sides for all meals:
Steamed peas

Friday: No school

111 W. Main      (260) 729-5200      Portland, IN

May Financial Group, Inc.
Life • Health • Employee Benefits

Medicare Supplements • Annuities  • International Health

Jeff Hall, Matt Franks
jeff@mayfg.com    matt@mayfg.com

68th anniversary

Pete and
Joan Kerrigan

The Kerrigans are celebrating 68 years of
marriage today.

Merlin “Pete” Kerrigan and Joan Louck
wed March 15, 1957, at Redkey United
Methodist Church.

Pete Kerrigan retired from his business,
Pete’s Standard Service. Joan Kerrigan
retired from Kerr Glass (Ball Corporation).

They had six children, Vicki (Alan) Mark
of  Portland, Jeff  Kerrigan of  Redkey, Cindy
(Ken) Myers of  Portland, Gary (Rita) Kerri-
gan of  Portland, Randy (Connie) Kerrigan
of  Kendallville and Tammy (Tony) Muh-
lenkamp. They also have 14 grandchildren
and 13 great-grandchildren.

The rural Redkey couple — they’ve lived
in Jay County for 89 years — plan to cele-
brate with a family dinner. 

Joan and Pete Kerrigan - 1957

Mayo Clinic News Network
Tribune News Service

Does how much you sleep
affect your heart? According to
health officials, adults who sleep
fewer than seven hours each
night are more likely to experi-
ence health problems.

Dr. Juan Cardenas Rosales, an
internal medicine physician at
Mayo Clinic, stresses that ade-
quate sleep is crucial for your
overall well-being, including your
heart health. 

Getting a good night’s sleep can
give you the energy to jump-start
your day and your health.

“Sleeping is very important to

try to prevent other chronic con-
ditions in the future, such as dia-
betes, heart attacks and strokes,”
says Cardenas Rosales.

Adults should aim for at least
seven hours of  sleep each night

“It’s usually recommended for
you to sleep at least seven hours
per night in order to allow your
body to recover to be ready for the
following day,” he says.

“Try to sleep at the same time.
Try to get a schedule in which
you’re going to sleep at the same
time and you’re waking up also at
the same time, that’s very impor-
tant,” Cardenas Rosales says.

Create good sleep habits
—Keep the time you go to bed

and the time you wake up the
same every day, including week-
ends.

—Stay active. Regular activity
can lead to a good night’s sleep.

—Limit naps or don’t nap.
—Limit or don’t use caffeine,

alcohol and nicotine.
—Don’t eat large meals or

drink a lot of  fluids before bed.
—Make your bedroom comfort-

able.
—Create a relaxing bedtime rit-

ual, such as taking a warm bath,
reading or listening to soft music.

DEAR ABBY: I lost my hus-
band in the middle of  last sum-
mer. He had a long illness with
strokes and Alzheimer’s, and he
was horrible to me. Out of  our
entire 40 years of  marriage, we
had only four good ones. 

Over the last three years, a
gentleman from work would
help with things around the
house that my husband could
no longer do. He would talk to
both of  us and then go on his
way. I took care of  my husband
24/7 for the last two years of  his
life. 

I see this man at work all the
time. He lost his daughter
around the same time I lost my
husband. We carpooled and
talked a lot. I bought him a tree
this year for Christmas with
presents (everyone in the van-
pool gets presents). 

The day after Christmas, we
celebrated together. We have
been together every day since.
He treats me well. My children
adore him. My ONLY hang-up is
that because he hasn’t dated for
more than 20 years, he isn’t very
affectionate. Other than that,
he’s great to me. If  I mention
that I like anything, he’ll buy it
for me. 

Do I take a man who has a
hard time kissing and hugging
me because he shows affection
in other ways, or should I move
on? I have lots of  family, so even
though I would be alone, I would
never be lonely. — WONDER-
ING IN THE WEST

DEAR WONDERING: The
man you have been seeing
has a lot going for him. I
don’t know why he isn’t
affectionate, and neither, it
appears, do you. Please have
a calm, straightforward chat
with him. Tell him how ter-
rific you think he is, but the
fact that he’s not physically
affectionate (describe exactly
what you mean by that) is a
problem for you. He may not
know how or not be able to

give you what you’re looking
for, but it would be a shame
to end the relationship over
anything that was unsaid.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I am in my early

30s and dealing with an illness
that can kill me. I’m OK with
dying, and I don’t want any
treatment. I just want to go. 

I have been dealing with sui-
cidal thoughts, depression and
self-harm since the age of  13.
The problem is my children,
husband and close family mem-
bers. I don’t want to tell anyone
about this, and I do not want
sympathy. 

I don’t want to leave my chil-
dren and husband, but I don’t
want them to see me get sick or
die. I do not want them to cry. I
prefer to deal with this on my
own. Who knows? I might make
it. Should I tell them what’s
going on or leave them hanging?
— CHALLENGED IN OHIO

DEAR CHALLENGED: I am
sorry about your frightening
diagnosis. Please do not leave
the people who love you
hanging. Your husband will
see you growing weak and
increasingly sick. Your chil-
dren should be prepared, in
an age-appropriate way,
about the changes you will
experience so they don’t
think it is their fault. 

Do everything you can to
manage this disease, includ-
ing talking to your doctors
about your mental health
history, and think positive,
because you may, indeed,
make it. If  you do, your fam-
ily will be stronger for it.

Boyfriend struggles
showing affection

Sleep impacts heart health

Dear
Abby

Community Calendar
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By JOHN KRULL
TheStatehouseFile.com

U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles, R-Tennessee,
had a bright idea.

It was the type of  brilliant notion
we’ve come to associate with Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s slavish follow-
ers in the U.S. House of  Representa-
tives. Ogles proposed altering the
22nd Amendment to the U.S. Consti-
tution so that Trump could serve a
third term as president.

The amendment now reads: “No
person shall be elected to the office of
the President more than twice, and no
person who has held the office of
President, or acted as President, for
more than two years of  a term to
which some other person was elected
President shall be elected to the office
of  the President more than once.”

Ogles would change the language
as follows: ‘’No person shall be elected
to the office of  the President more
than three times, nor be elected to
any additional term after being elect-
ed to two consecutive terms, and no
person who has held the office of
President, or acted as President, for
more than two years of  a term to
which some other person was elected
President shall be elected to the office
of  the President more than twice.’’

Ogles’ curious phrasing reveals
something he might prefer to keep
concealed.

Because his alteration allows only
presidents who have served two non-
consecutive terms to run again, it
prevents former President Barack
Obama from entering the fray. When
Trump had the chance to run against
Obama in 2012, the reality show star
turned tale like a terrified rabbit.

If  Obama — who has been Gallup’s
most-admired man in America a
record 12 times — were eligible to run
for president again, Trump might
find returning to private life attrac-
tive.

Still, even though Ogles’ proposal
is transparently and shamelessly
partisan in its nature, it does contain
the kernel of  a worthwhile thought.

I’ve always been skeptical about
term limits. It’s always seemed to me
that eliminating people from consid-
eration for certain kinds of  public
service limits choices for voters and
also relieves those voters of  the
responsibility to make wise choices
regarding whom they elect.

The ban on third terms for presi-
dents came following Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s four-term presidency.
Republicans at the time were so frus-
trated by their inability to defeat
FDR at the ballot box that they
changed the Constitution so that no
one could ever again run up a record
of  electoral success like his.

Even at the time, it was a strangely
self-defeating notion, both for the
GOP and the nation.

Republican Dwight Eisenhower —
the general who had led the United
States and its allies to victory in
World War II — captured the presi-
dency in 1952. He won re-election in
1956, and likely would have been
elected again in 1960 if  he’d been able
to run.

Instead, Republican Richard Nixon
lost to Democrat John F. Kennedy
that year.

The world often teetered on the
edge of  starting World War III in the
early 1960s, the Cuban Missile Crisis
being the most obvious instance of
the threat. If  the world had tumbled

into another hellish global conflict,
the guy who had led the United States
to victory in the last world war would
have been ineligible to lead the
nation again.

This makes no sense.
Worse, imposing term limitation

on the leader of  the executive branch
but on no other branch of  the federal
government encouraged the sort of
game-playing and chicanery former
U.S. Senate Mitch McConnell, R-Ken-
tucky, used to run out the clock on
Obama’s last term and pack the U.S.
Supreme Court.

So, picking up on Ogles’ tiny,
undernourished seed of  an idea,
here’s my thought: Either get rid of
the term limits for presidents alto-
gether or impose them across the
board for every part of  the federal
government.

I’d prefer the first option, largely
because in a self-governing society
the people should choose the leaders
they want. If  the people keep electing
the same folks again and again and
again, well, that’s their right.

But if  it’s impossible for politi-
cians such as Ogles to trust the peo-
ple and accept the voters’ verdicts,
then let’s level the playing field and
cap the number of  years anyone can
serve as president, senator, represen-
tative, Supreme Court justice and
federal judge.

At the very least, this second
option would accomplish one of
Ogles’ goals.

It would spare Donald Trump from
the, for him, terrifying prospect of
facing Barack Obama in a presiden-
tial election.

••••••••••
Krull is director of  Franklin Col-

lege’s Pulliam School of  Journalism
and publisher of
TheStatehouseFile.com, a news web-
site powered by Franklin College jour-
nalism students.

Limits should be all or nothing
John
Krull

By MARISA PESCE
OtherWords

Tens of  millions of  Ameri-
cans rely on the public assis-
tance programs — like Medi-
caid, SNAP, housing aid, and
more — that Republican leaders
are now threatening to gut.

I’m one of  them.
My dream is to regain the

financial independence I once
enjoyed before life and systemic
obstacles got in the way. I come
from a family with a history of
mental illness and domestic
abuse, and I’ve suffered through
mental health challenges
myself.

I’ve always worked hard.
After high school, I earned a
college degree and found the
calling of  being a teacher. I
earned and paid for my Mas-
ter’s degree while teaching full
time as a high school math
teacher. I still struggled with
challenges, but life was good.
The system had worked. I had a

home and was financially inde-
pendent.

Then, I was the victim of  a
major, life changing domestic
violence event, and my life start-
ed to unwind. I had to relocate to
another state where I didn’t
have a place to call home, my
benefits were less, and my men-
tal illness was exacerbated by
the isolation and trauma.

Despite the challenges I faced,
I was able to find some needed
assistance for food and mental
health care as I got on my feet.

Also known as “food stamps,”
the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP)

was a godsend for helping me
put food on the table. Through-
out my life both Medicaid and
Medicare have helped with men-
tal health treatment, and the
Supplemental Security Disabili-
ty Income (SSDI) program
helped keep me out of  poverty.

These are precisely the cir-
cumstances for which tempo-
rary assistance for basic needs
like food, housing, and health
care exists. But affordable hous-
ing was unavailable in my new
home state, and SNAP benefits
were much lower — even as my
food needs stayed the same.

So my debts increased, and
I’ve had to rely on someone who
participated in the domestic vio-
lence against me to help with
rent. I have a little income from
SSDI, and I volunteer to stay
engaged in my calling to teach
and help others while I fight to
recover from losing my home
and my ability to keep up finan-
cially.

It’s clear that this nation’s
safety net has to be stronger so
that people like me don’t fall
through the cracks. But House
Republicans are currently try-
ing to cut food assistance and
other benefits, not strengthen
them.

I need more help putting food
on the table. But they’re propos-
ing cuts to drastically reduce
federal funding for SNAP,
expand already harsh working
requirements, and change how
our need for healthy food is cal-
culated, which is likely to slash
benefits. And they’re doing it all
to finance $4.5 trillion in tax
breaks for corporations and the
wealthiest.

I just want to eat, get better,
and afford safe housing so I can
get back on my feet, back to
financial independence, and
back to doing all I can to help
my community. Yet I and mil-
lions like me are nothing but
pawns in a political game that

aims to hurt us and help those
who already have wealth.

When I was teaching, I taught
my students about fairness and
equality — about what it means
to live in a society where we
look out for each other, where no
one is left to be ill, unhoused,
and hungry. I think some politi-
cians need to go back to school,
because they seem to have for-
gotten lessons like these.

So it’s our job to school them.
We must let them know that
basic human needs are not fair
game for getting money for tax
cuts for billionaires. Instead,
our priorities should be healthy
and safe communities for all.

••••••••••
Pesce is a teacher, human

rights consultant, anti-poverty
advocate, and volunteer with
RESULTS from Providence,
Rhode Island.

OtherWords is a free editorial
service published by the Institute
for Policy Studies.

Human needs are not fair game

Las Vegas Review-
Journal
Tribune News Service

Republicans have
rightfully criticized
Democrats in recent
years for leaning on
the Supreme Court in an
effort to intimidate the
justices into supporting a
progressive agenda. It’s
unfortunate that some
members of  the GOP now
exhibit a similar intoler-
ance for judicial inde-
pendence.

Five years ago, Sen.
Chuck Schumer stood in
front of  the Supreme
Court building and
threatened two justices if
they backed abortion
restrictions. “I want to
tell you, (Neil) Gorsuch. I
want to tell you, (Brett)
Kavanaugh,” he said.
“You have released the
whirlwind, and you will
pay the price. You won’t
know what hit you if  you
go forward with these
awful decisions.”

During President Joe
Biden’s term, Democrats
lined up to embrace court
packing as a means of
rigging judicial outcomes
to their liking. The Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee
launched “ethics” inves-
tigations focusing almost
entirely on the conserva-
tive wing of  the court.
Some House progressives
sought to impeach Jus-
tice Clarence Thomas.

Republicans roundly
attacked these efforts to
manipulate justice and
undermine confidence in
the court. “Senate
Democrats have repeat-
edly told the American
people that the entire fed-
eral judiciary exists for
no other reason than to
fulfill their changing
political whims,”
Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-
Kentucky, said in 2023.
“They’ve threatened jus-
tices by name from the
steps of  the court and
threatened the institu-
tion itself  in unfriendly
amicus briefs. In each
instance, Democrats have
signaled their open dis-
dain for a body that refus-
es to interpret the Consti-
tution through the lens
of  their party’s plat-
form.”

Alas, now that Donald
Trump occupies the
White House, a handful
of  Republicans have
developed brain lock over
the value of  an independ-
ent judiciary. Judges who
have ruled against the
administration have been

the target of  increasing
vitriol. 

One Tennessee con-
gressman has filed arti-
cles of  impeachment
against the federal judge
who overturned Mr.
Trump’s 90-day freeze on
foreign aid spending.

This is ridiculous and
counterproductive — not
to mention a mirror
image of  the regrettable
intimidation tactics that
the GOP denounced when
used by Democrats.
Expressing disagreement
with a judge’s reasoning
is one thing. Advocating
impeachment as a
response to that disagree-
ment is quite another.
The proper response to
an unfavorable judicial
ruling is an appeal.
Impeachment must be
reserved for cases involv-
ing serious misconduct
or corruption, not trotted
out as a cudgel to threat-
en federal jurists for
doing their jobs.

Judicial review is an
indispensable part of  the
checks and balances
embedded in the Consti-
tution as a protection
against tyranny. Efforts
to weaken the concept
will lead to an erosion in
the liberties guaranteed
in the Bill of  Rights. It
would be encouraging if
both Democrats and
Republicans kept that in
mind.

Judicial review is
important to system

Marisa
Pesce

Guest
Editorial

Efforts to
weaken the
concept will
lead to an
erosion in 

the liberties
guaranteed 
in the Bill 
of Rights.
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In the White House
1) What president served the

shortest amount of time in office?

2) President Ulysses S. Grant signed
an order protecting what area that

became The first U.S. national park?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Benjamin Harrison
2) Yellowstone
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J.L. CONSTRUCTION &
ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday March 15th,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 783 S 600E
Portland, IN.
REAL ESTATE

30 Acres in Section 21,
Noble Twp., Jay County.
Sold in parcels and

combinations.
Tract 1:  2 Acres with 3
bedroom farmhouse
containing 2272 sq. ft.
finished living area and

30 x 48í pole
barn/garage.  Partial

basement.  
Tract 2:  28 Acres with
approx.. 20 tillable, bal-
ance being wooded and
road frontage on CR

600 E. 
COINS-ANTIQUES-
COLLECTIBLES

1921 Peace Dollar, (4)
1922 Peace Dollars,
1894 & 1921 Morgan

Dollars, Several Walking
Liberty halves.  1oz. Sil-
ver bar.  (2)1991 Port-

land Forge silver rounds.
Gold Cameo Necklace,
Pocket watches, Base-
ball & collector cards,
Old metal toys & much

more not listed.
VEHICLES-SKID
LOADER-SHOPP

TOOLS-MISC
2008 Ford Edge,  2001
Chrysler minivan, Mus-
tang 40hp (gas) skid
loader, 500 gallon LP

tank, Stihl MS192 chain-
saw, Craftsman garden
tractor, Diamond Plate
toolbox, Generac 5000
watt generator, Fishing
poles and supplies,

Whirlpool upright freez-
er, Dust Collector.

Large Auction several
items not mentioned.

OWNER: LARRY BICK-
EL ESTATE By Kent

Bickel, PR.
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

REAL ESTATE PUBLIC
AUCTION

Located: 722 E Main St,
Portland, IN 

Friday Afternoon
April 11th, 2025

5:00 P. M.
REAL ESTATE

This home sits on a 30í
x 157í lot with 2 bed-
rooms, 1 bathroom and
792 sq. ft. of living area.
This home is heated
with a Warm Morning
stove and has a gas

water heater.  There is a
detached garage and a
utility shed.  This home
has a cement driveway,
a covered back porch
and a nice size yard.

For more information or
private showing contact
Loy Real Estate 260-
726-2700 or Gary Loy
Auctioneer at 260-726-

5160.
Personal property to sell
immediately following

real estate.
JANICE STUCKY

ESTATE
by Herb Hummel Per-

sonal Rep.
Josh Atkinson Attorney

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

HIRING PART-TIME
INSERTER Hours vary
each week. Apply at The
Graphic Printing Compa-
ny ï The Commercial
Review 309 West Main
Street ï Portland, IN
47371 Office Hours: 10
am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Fri-
day NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. Equal opportu-
nity employer.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

GET IT IN 

THE CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you

might find in

The Commercial Review

Classifieds.

From a new car to a new

home, to a new job,

the Classifieds deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call  

260-726-8141
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MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities
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Public Notice
CITY OF PORTLAND

COMBINED SEWER OVERFLOW PUBLIC NOTIFICATION
As required by 327 IAC 5-2.1-6(1) (Combined Sewer Overflow
Public Notification Rule) The City of Portland offers local
media sources, affected public and other interested persons in
and around the City of Portland area to provide information
concerning frequency of overflow events that may be triggered
by precipitation. This Combined Sewer Overflow Notification
will be published in the Portland Commercial review. The city
reminds interested residents in Portland that they can receive
an email notification when the City's combined sewer system is
discharging into the Salamonie river or discharge is imminent
based on projected or actual precipitation or related event. The
Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) re-
quires communities with combined sewers to provide notice
when combined sewer overflows (CSOs) occur or are likely to
occur. Portland 's combined sewer system carries sanitary
sewage to the sewage plant in dry weather. When it rains, these
sewers also collect stormwater runoff. Many times, when it is
raining the combined sewer pipes get full. When this happens
some of the excess flow is discharged to the Salamonie river. If
a CSO discharge is imminent or is occurring, the city will notify
interested individuals and organizations via email. Individuals
interested in receiving the notification should call the Portland
Wastewater Plant at 260-766-4251 to be put on the email notifi-
cation list. It is strongly recommended that people avoid direct
contact with the water in streams and river affected by CSO dis-
charged for a 72-hour period following a CSO event. The public
notification system is intended to help residents identify those
periods when the water may not be safe for human contact.
Combined sewer affects the following areas.

Salamonie River From Hudson Park/ Natural trails flowing
west to Blaine Pike Bridge and flowing west downstream

Sipe ditch west of Walmart
Little Salamonie river behind Golf Course.

Portland is working hard to reduce the number of times the
combined sewer system discharges each year. For more infor-
mation, please contact Brad Dues at the Portland Wastewater

Plant or email at wwtp@thecityofportland.net.
CR 3-15-2025 -HSPAXLP

Public Notice
ORDINANCE NO. 2025 -04

ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE VII, 
CHAPTER 71, SCHEDULE IV OF THE JAY COUNTY CODE

Title VII Chapter 71, Schedule IV, Truck Restriction, is hereby amended to read as follows:
RESTRICTIONS WHEN STATE HIGHWAYS ARE CLOSED DUE TO OFFICIAL DETOUR. Trucks,
truck-tractors, and semitrailers are prohibited from using any part of the following roads or sections
of roads during any period of time when State Highway 26, U.S. Highway 27, or State Highway 18 are
subject to an official detour provided by the Indiana Department of Transportation:
ROAD RESTRICTED SECTION
State Line Road Between County Road 300 N and County Road 400 S
County Road 700 E Between County Road 300 N and County Road 400 S
County Road 600 E Between County Road 300 N and County Road 400 S
County Road 300 E Between County Road 300 N and County Road 400 S
County Road 100 E Between State Highway 26 and County Road 200 S
Division Road Between the Portland City Limits to County Road 600 E
County Road 100 N Between U.S. Highway 27 to County Road 600 E
County Road 200 N Between U.S. Highway 27 to County Road 700 E
County Road 300 N Between U.S. Highway 27 to State Line Road
County Road 100 S Between the Portland City Limits to State Highway 26
County Road 200 S Between U.S. Highway 27 to State Line Road
County Road 400 S Between U.S. Highway 27 to State Line Road
County Road 50 W Between State Highway 18 and County Road 650 N
County Road 650 N Between County Road 50 W and County Road 250 W
County Road 250 W Between County Road 650 N and State Highway 18
All other provisions not amended hereby remain in full force and effect.
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Jay County Commissioners on this 10th day of March, 2025.

Chad Aker, President
Jay County Commissioners

Attest: Emily Franks, Jay County Auditor
CR 3-15,22-2025- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
Alcohol & Tobacco 

Commission
LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

The Alcohol Beverage Board
of Jay County, Indiana will
hold a public hearing at 11:00
am on March 25, 2025 at the
City Council Chambers, 1616
N. Franklin Street,  1616 N.
Franklin St. in the city of Port-
land in said county, to investi-
gate the propriety of holding
an alcoholic beverage permit
by the applicants listed herein
to wit:
CH3830019 Beer Wine &

Liquor Catering Hall RE-
NEWAL
RICHARDS RESTAURANTS
INC 8341 N 400 E  Bryant IN
D/B/A BEARCREEK FARMS
DL3832079 Beer Wine &

Liquor Package Store RE-
NEWAL
Indiana Liquor Group LLC
1102 S. Main St.  Dunkirk IN
D/B/A Save On Liquor
NATHAN FELTMAN 12585
CHYERTON CIR  Carmel,
Secretary
CR 3-15-2025-HSPAXLP
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BANNERS
40” x 13”
BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350
Birthdays,

Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.
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Sports
Saturday, March 15, 2025

Get your local
sports news online
at thecr.com

FRHS baseball hosts
first scrimmage today,

see Sports on tap

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Track at New Haven Bulldog
Invite – 3 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball scrimmage vs. Van
Wert – 12 p.m.; Softball scrimmage at Brookville –
12 p.m.

Monday
Fort Recovery — Softball scrimmage vs.

Lehman – 5 p.m.

Tuesday
Fort Recovery — Baseball scrimmage vs. Lima

Central Catholic – 5 p.m.; Softball scrimmage vs.
Van Wert – 5:30 p.m.

TV sports
Today

12 a.m. — College hockey: Notre Dame vs.
Michigan State (BTN)

11 a.m. — College basketball: Maine vs. Bryant
(ESPN2)

11 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Everton at
West Ham United (USA)

12:45 p.m. — NWSL soccer: Kansas City Cur-
rent at Portland Thorns (ABC)

1 p.m. — College basketball: SEC tournament
(BTN); MEAC tournament (ESPN2); Big Ten tourna-
ment (CBS)

1 p.m. — College lacrosse: Michigan vs. Notre
Dame (BTN)

1:30 p.m. — Premier League soccer: AFC
Bournemouth at Brentford (USA)

2 p.m. — PGA Tour golf: The Players Champi-
onship (NBC)

2 p.m. — MotoGP: Grand Prix of Argentina (FS1)
3 p.m. — College basketball: American Athletic

tournament (ESPN2)
3 p.m. — NHL: New Jersey Devils at Pittsburgh

Penguins (ABC)
3:30 p.m. — College basketball: SEC tourna-

ment (ESPN); Big Ten tournament (CBS)
3:45 p.m. — MLS soccer: Los Angeles FC at

Austin (FOX)
5 p.m. — College basketball: American Athletic

tournament (ESPN2)
6 p.m. — College basketball: Mountain West

tournament (CBS); Big 12 tournament (ESPN)
6:30 p.m. — College basketball: Big East tour-

nament (FOX)
7:30 p.m. — College basketball: MAC tourna-

ment (ESPN2)
8 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at Milwaukee

Bucks (FDSN Indiana)
8 p.m. — NHL: Nashville Predators at Los Ange-

les Kings (CBS)
8 p.m. — Ladies European Tour golf: Australian

Women’s Classic (FS1)
8:15 p.m. — MLS soccer: Sporting Kansas City

at Minnesota United (FS1)

8:30 p.m. — College basketball: ACC tourna-
ment (ESPN)

9 p.m. — College hockey: Penn State vs. Ohio
State (BTN)

9:30 p.m. — College basketball: Big West tour-
nament (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — USL Champions soccer: Monterey
Bay at Oakland Roots (FOX)

10:30 p.m. — NBA: New York Knicks at Golden
State Warriors (ABC)

11:30 p.m. — College basketball: Big West
tournament (ESPN2)

Sunday
12 a.m. — Formula 1: Australian Grand Prix

(ESPN)
9:30 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Fulham at

Tottenham Hotspur (USA)
12 p.m. — College basketball: Ivy League tour-

nament (ESPN2)
12 p.m. — Boxing: IBA Women’s World Champi-

onships (ESPN2)
1 p.m. — NBA: Orlando Magic at Cleveland Cav-

aliers (ABC)
1 p.m. — College basketball: SEC tournament

(ESPN); Atlantic 10 tournament (CBS)
1 p.m. — NHL: Vegas Golden Knights at Detroit

Red Wings (TNT)
2:25 p.m. — MLS soccer: Philadelphia Union at

Nashville SC (FOX)
3 p.m. — College basketball: American Athletic

tournament (ESPN)
3 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Leicester City

at Manchester United (USA)
3:30 p.m. — NBA: Phoenix Suns a Los Angeles

Lakers (ABC)
3:30 p.m. — College basketball: Big Ten tour-

nament (CBS)
3:30 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Pennzoil 400

(FS1)
3:30 p.m. — NHL: Dallas Stars at Colorado Ava-

lanche (TNT)
3:30 p.m. — College gymnastics: Penn State at

Nebraska (BTN)
4:25 p.m. — MLS soccer: Portland Timbers at

Los Angeles Galaxy (FOX)
6 p.m. — College basketball Selection Show

(CBS)
7 p.m. — NWSL soccer: Angel City at San Diego

Wave (ESPN2)
7:30 p.m. — Unrivaled basketball: Rose BC at

Laces BC (TNT)
8:30 p.m. — Unrivaled basketball: Lunar Owls

BC at Vinyl BC (TNT)
9 p.m. — NBA: Oklahoma City Thunder at Mil-

waukee Bucks (ESPN)

Monday
7 p.m. — TGL golf: Los Angeles Golf Club at

New York Golf Club (ESPN2)
7:30 p.m. — NBA: Miami Heat at New York

Knicks (ESPN)

8 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at Minnesota
Timberwolves (FDSN Indiana)

10 p.m. — NBA: Denver Nuggets at Golden
State Warriors (ESPN)

Tuesday
6:10 a.m. — MLB: Chicago Cubs at Los Ange-

les Dodgers (FOX)
4:05 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Los Ange-

les Angels (FDSN Indiana)
7 p.m. — TGL golf: The Bay Golf Club at Atlanta

Drive GC (ESPN)
8 p.m. — NHL: St. Louis Blues at Nashville

Predators (FDSN Indiana)
9 p.m. — NHL: Utah Hockey Club at Edmonton

Oilers (ESPN)

Local notes
Registration open

Registration for the 35th annual Flat 50 Plus
bicycle ride in Adams County is now open. To
register, visit RunSignUp.com.

There are rides ranging from 20 to 100 miles
long.

The event will be held at 7 a.m. Saturday,
June 21. It will start at Bellmont high school and
will have stops in Willshire, Geneva and Monroe
with refreshments.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Winning Wendel
Kali Wendel of the host Jay County Junior High School swim team reaches for the wall to finish the first leg of the 200-yard medley relay

Friday during the Allen County Athletic Conference Championships. Wendel teamed with Gabrielle Gibson, Maria Laux and Elly Byrum to win the event
and also went on to take first place in the 200 freestyle. For results from the meet, pick up Tuesday’s edition of The Commercial Review.


