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Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  38 degrees Mon-
day. The low was 29.

Tonight’s forecast calls for
a low in the mid 30s with rain
and winds gusting to 40 mph.
There is a chance of  snow and
rain Thursday with a high in
the mid 40s and continued
windy conditions. See page 2
for an extended outlook.

Portland Redevelopment
Commission has scheduled a
special meeting for 8 a.m. Fri-
day, March 21, at Community
Resource Center, 118 S. Merid-
ian St., Portland.

Thursday — Photos from
tonight’s Jay County baseball
red-blue scrimmage.

Friday — Coverage of  this
week’s Portland Board of  Avi-
ation meeting.

Saturday — Details from
Friday’s Portland Redevelop-
ment Commission meeting.

In review Coming upWeather

Brian Adair, 63, Pennville
Details on page 2.

Deaths
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It’s toast!
Six-year-old Sophia Hunt takes a bite out of a piece of toast on Tuesday morning during Jay County’s ag

breakfast in Ed Schmit Memorial Exhibition Hall at Jay County Fairgrounds. Attendees received a free breakfast of eggs,
sausage, bacon, toast and various drink options for a free-will donation.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

A firm has been chosen to
handle repairs from the Sept.
22 tornado.

Jay School Board on Monday
awarded a $2.23 million con-
tract to Muhlenkamp Building
Corporation for construction
on the junior high wing of  Jay
County Junior-Senior High
School that was extensively
damaged in the storm.

The board also took no
action on a recommendation to
extend the contract of  JCHS
girls basketball coach Sherri
McIntire. It approved an
increase in fees for preschool

and a change in the preschool
contract.

Jay School Corporation super-
intendent Jeremy Gulley present-
ed the board with five bids for the
project, ranging from Muh-
lenkamp’s low bid of  $2.23 mil-
lion to Service Master’s high bid

of  $3.13 million. Each of  the bids
included alternates to install new
marker and tack boards, cabinets,
countertops and flooring, and to
remove existing aluminum in
favor of  metal studs.

Gulley and architectural firm
Barton Coe Vilamaa recommend-

ed selecting Muhlenkamp of
Coldwater, Ohio, for the project.

Board members Donna
Geesaman, Marcie Vormohr,
Chip Phillips, Aaron Clark, Jon
Eads and Chad Towell voted
unanimously to award the proj-
ect to Muhlenkamp and to allow

Gulley to select which alter-
nates to include. (Gulley noted
that the school corporation’s
insurance firm must also
approve Muhlenkamp’s bid.
After the meeting, he said the
school corporation and the
insurance firm have agreed to
the scope of  damages.)

“It really comes down to
mechanical — everybody saw the
HVAC blown off  the building —
electrical, plumbing,” he said,
“those things above that ceiling
grid that now have to be re-done.
And you know just by looking at
photographs — carpet, furniture
and equipment like that.”

See Repairs page 5

Bid awarded for tornado repairs

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A few tweaks have been made to
Fort Recovery Local School’s
staffing next year.

Fort Recovery School Board
approved the district’s staffing
plan Monday for the 2025-26 school
year.

Fort Recovery superintendent
Tony Stahl pointed out the staffing
plan is based on estimates from the
five-year financial forecast pre-
pared and presented by treasurer
Deanna Knapke in November 2024.
Other factors such as enrollment,
budgetary needs for non-personnel
funds and staff  members’ licen-

sure are also taken into considera-
tion.

Per the forecast, the school dis-
trict is expected to finish the cur-
rent fiscal year on June 30 with a
budget surplus of  more than $2.73
million, bringing its year-end cash
balance before encumbrances to
$14.7 million.

Enrollment is projected at
nearly the same — down by one
student — from the current year
to next school year at 897 stu-
dents. (Elementary principal
Laura Brandt noted 70 students
are registered for preschool in
the fall.)

See Staffing page 5

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY —
Work on Butler Street has
started.

Fort Recovery Village
Council discussed its ongo-
ing reconstruction project
and related traffic issues
Monday.

It also hired Choice One
Engineering as the vil-
lage’s consulting engineer

for its Safe Routes to
School projects planned for
2027.

The $1.4 million project
on Butler Street (Ohio 119)
between Fort Site and
Main streets was originally
slated to begin in June or
July. Tom’s Construction
workers recently started
working on the street and
installed a water line last
week. Fort Recovery vil-

lage administrator Randy
Diller anticipates the com-
pany to finish water main
work this week.

Partially funded by an
Ohio Public Works Com-
mission grant, the project
calls for an “improved
aggregate base and
asphalt” to handle heavy
truck traffic each day, as
well as the following:
improved curbs and side-

walks, replacing the water
main pipe, new service
taps at adjoining proper-
ties including a tap for fire
protection at Fort Recov-
ery Morvilius Opera
House, and a new traffic
signal, pedestrian crossing
equipment and fixtures at
the intersection of  Butler
and Wayne streets.

Diller noted semi drivers
have been bypassing the

state detour, which directs
semi traffic to Ohio 29
while the project is ongo-
ing. Fort Recovery Police
Chief  Jared Laux pointed
out his department has
been writing citations for
semi drivers ignoring the
detour and noted there are
several signs set out to
indicate the street is
closed.

See Street page 2

Butler Street project underway

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Another meeting turned
contentious after the
mayor brought up an issue
that was not on the agenda.

Portland City Council
members criticized Mayor
Jeff  Westlake at the conclu-
sion of  their meeting Mon-
day for introducing an
issue involving vacation
time for a police officer
without providing them
information in advance.

Council also tabled dis-
cussion of  proposed ordi-
nance changes regarding
solicitation and noise.

The meeting seemed
headed for adjournment
before Westlake brought up
the city’s transfer policy in
regard to police officer
Jagg Nunez, who returned
to the department in
December. He had worked
as an officer for about three
years before leaving for a
job in Decatur. He left the
Decatur department in
August.

Westlake said he’d like
the city to honor Nunez’s
previous time with the
department in regard to
his vacation time and his
years of  service.

“Are we going to go by
the ordinance or do what
you want to do?” asked
council member Mike
Aker.

Clerk-treasurer Lori
Phillips said that based on
her reading of  the city’s
ordinance and policy hand-
book, Nunez does not quali-
fy because there was a four-
month gap between his
departure from Decatur
and his hiring in Portland.
It was not a true transfer,
she said, providing an
example in which an officer
came to Portland directly
from another department.

City attorney Wes
Schemenaur said he had
talked with both Westlake
and Phillips and suggested
that because there is a dis-
agreement, council should
weigh in on the matter.

Council member Ashley
Hilfiker, who clashed with
Westlake at the previous
council meeting, asked
Westlake why the issue was
not on the agenda. The
mayor responded that he
got busy and did not have
time. 

See Odds page 2

Muhlenkamp will handle $2.2 million
in work on building’s junior high wing

Frustration
stemmed from
issue not on
the agenda

Mayor,
council
at odds
again

Tweaks made to staffing at FRLS



Continued from page 1
Diller said the project is

constantly moving, with
portions of  the street open
to local traffic depending
on the day.

“I’ve told all the busi-
nesses (along Butler
Street), I’ve said, this is
going to be a moving proj-
ect, so there’s going to be
times when they can get
right to your front door,
and there’s going to be
times when they can’t get
anywhere close to your
front door,” said Diller.
“You’re just going to have
to keep an eye on things …”

The construction compa-
ny indicated the project
will take approximately 60
days to complete. Diller
noted the company’s sched-
ule estimates asphalt will
be completed around June
1. He said it’s likely the vil-
lage won’t have new traffic
light poles by then, and the
village may need to put up
a temporary four-way stop
at the intersection of  But-
ler and Wayne streets until
the poles are delivered.

Also Monday, council
selected Choice One Engi-
neering as the village’s
consulting engineer for its
Safe Routes to Schools con-
struction projects.

The village was awarded
$439,589 from the state
grant program in July for
projects focused on safety
for children walking or bik-
ing to school. Projects in
the works include
installing 625 feet of  side-
walk on the east side of
Fort Recovery Elemen-
tary/Middle School and
connecting it to Sharps-
burg Road, building a

crosswalk in front of  Fort
Recovery High School on
Butler Street at its intersec-
tion with First Street and
improving visibility of
markings at the five-point
intersection of  Butler,
Boundary, William and
Third streets.

Construction is expected
to begin sometime in 2027.

Also, council heard the
village received nine appli-
cants for its assistant vil-
lage administrator role,
which is intended to train a
new employee to take over
Diller’s job when he retires
in February 2026.

Diller pointed out the
hiring committee met
prior to council’s meeting
Monday and it requested
an executive session with
council to discuss applica-
tions.

Council met in executive
session following its regu-
lar meeting and scheduled
interviews with potential
candidates for next week.

In other business, coun-
cil members council mem-
bers Al Post, Cliff  Wendel,
Scott Pearson, Erik Fiely,
Greg Schmitz and Luke
Knapke:

•Approved a recommen-
dation from the tax incen-
tive review council to
extend a tax abatement
with J&M Manufacturing
by one year. (Correspond-
ing taxes will be collected
in the current year.) 

•Heard plans for environ-
mental consultant Water-
Solve to provide a sludge
report and tests for the vil-
lage’s wastewater lagoons.

•OK’d paying the follow-
ing bills: $5,082 from PMG
Consulting for work on

water plant improvements
designs and $1,526.75 from
Eagon and Associates for
the site study to determine
a location for a third well in
the village.

•Approved amendments
to the village's zoning map
and regulations on a final
reading. The amendments
serve to rezone Brandon
and Amanda Wyerick's
property at 105 S. Elm St. to
commercial and prohibit
first-floor residential use in
central commercial district
buildings.

•Amended the wage ordi-
nance to hire Abels as vil-
lage solicitor effective
April 1.
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Brian Adair
Oct. 5, 1961-March 14, 2025

Brian K. Adair, age 63, of  Pen-
nville passed away on Friday, March
14, 2025, at IU Health Jay hospital. 

He was born in Portland on Oct. 5,
1961, the son of  Dale and Phyllis
(Boner) Adair. He was married on
July 6, 1992, to Cindy Green and she
passed away on Feb. 11, 2023. 

Brian was owner and operator of
Adair Processing in Pennville since
1999. He had also worked at Fort
Recovery Industries and was main-
tenance manager for Oakwood
Trailer Park and Persimmon Ridge
Healthcare. He was a 1980 Jay Coun-
ty High School graduate, member of
Pennville Lions Club and enjoyed

golfing, camping,
hunting, fishing and
watching sports.

Surviving are his
children Craig Imel
(wife: Mindy) of  Port-
land, Jamie
Shaneyfelt (wife:
Amy) of  Portland,
Kent Wicker (wife:
Amy) of  Celina, Ohio, and Erin Bol-
lenbacher of  Berne; brothers
Matthew Adair (wife: Susan) of
Portland and Alan Adair (wife:
Mary) of  Portland; and one sister,
Mary Adair of  Portland; 10 grand-
children; and several nieces and
nephews.

Funeral services will be Thurs-
day, March 20, at 11 a.m. in the

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home with
Pastor Darrell Borders presiding.
Burial will follow in the Green Park
Cemetery. Visitation will be
Wednesday from 3 to 7 p.m. 

Memorials can be made to Jay
County Cancer Society or Midwest
Pet Refuge.

Condolences may be expressed at
bairdfreeman.com.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.
There is a charge for obituaries,

which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

Thursday
Adair, Brian: 11 a.m., Baird-

Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.

Meridian St., Portland.

Saturday
Haynes, Vicki: 3 p.m., W.H.

Dick & Sons – Hellwarth Funer-
al Home, 218 W. Market St., Celi-
na, Ohio.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
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Continued from page 1
He also read from a portion of

city ordinance, indicating that
he feels it gives him the right to
run the department.

Council member Matt
Goldsworthy expressed frustra-
tion with the situation.

“This is what happens when
stuff  is not put on the (agenda),”
said Goldsworthy.

“That’s why there’s a process
guys, and we have to follow the
process.”

He referred to the mayor not
having time to put the issue on
the agenda as “malarkey” and
said things need to be done the
right way.

“The right way is to … let us
know what’s going on so we can
have an understanding of  what
we’re going into and not just
having something thrown at
me,” he added.

Responding to comments indi-
cating that officers do not want
to work for the city of  Portland,
he argued that the city has done

a lot for its officers over the last
several years. He said Portland
is a good place to live and work.

“I don’t know what the prob-
lem is with our police depart-
ment, with our mayor, with our
clerk-treasurer,” Goldsworthy
said, “but it’s got to get fixed.”

Phillips addressed Nunez,
saying there is no personal issue
and that she is just trying to fol-
low policy properly.

“I answer to state board of
accounts,” she said. “I don’t
answer to somebody coming in
and trying to bully me into
doing this.”

She also passed out a packet to
each council member, saying
there are more problems going
on within the city government.

Council member Ron May
suggested that the vacation
issue be placed on the agenda
for the April council meeting.
Other members agreed and the
meeting was adjourned.

Also Monday, council mem-
bers Kent McClung, Dave Gold-

en, May, Hilfiker, Aker and
Goldsworthy, absent Michele
Brewster, reviewed and suggest-
ed changes to a proposed ordi-
nance regarding solicitation.
The current ordinance requires
a permit, which is good for 90
days, and a $5 fee.

Hilfiker, who brought up the
issue at the last meeting saying
she has had solicitors at her
house in the evening, suggested
that the time period be short-
ened and the fee increased. (She
said she’d like to see the fee at
$100 while May advocated for
$25.) The new ordinance would
also require a background
check.

After a brief  discussion, coun-
cil members agreed to table the
issue. They said they will look at
what other cities have set as
fees.

Council members also dis-
cussed possible changes to the
city’s noise ordinance, which
had been discussed at their last
two meetings after a complaint

from a resident regarding noise
coming from a religious service
being held at Jay Community
Center.

Golden noted that Muncie’s
ordinance sets a limit of  83 deci-
bels and that a quality decibel
meter would cost about $400.

Council members and the
mayor discussed various
aspects of  the ordinance, includ-
ing the existing exemptions for
emergency vehicles, lawnmow-
ers, athletic events and religious
services. Goldsworthy said it
doesn’t seem to make sense to
change an ordinance in a way
that would not address the
issue, as the event in question
would remain covered by the
exemption for religious servic-
es. (Schemenaur has advised
that removing that exemption
would lead to Constitutional
issues with the First Amend-
ment.)

Westlake said he has reached
out to those in charge of  the
service and would like to give

them a chance to address the
issue before making ordinance
changes.

Council tabled the issue.
In other business, the council:
•Approved closing Main

Street between Meridian Street
and halfway between Ship and
Pleasant streets from noon to 6
p.m. Saturday, May 17, for a car
show.

•Heard questions from Aker
and May regarding issues on
Meridian Street (U.S. 27). Aker
asked about a manhole near
Adams Street, with Westlake
saying it has been reported to
Indiana Department of  Trans-
portation. May relayed a con-
cern from a constituent about
the cleanliness of  the street.

•Learned from Westlake that
the city’s new code enforcement
officer has started and is being
trained by another officer.

•Heard a suggestion from May
to put up digital signs at the city
limits along state highways in
an effort to slow down traffic.

Obituaries
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Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.48
April corn ................4.54
May corn..................4.60

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.75
April corn ................4.72
May corn..................4.75

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.72
April corn ................4.72
Beans ......................10.17

April beans ............10.20
Wheat ...................... 5.24

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.58
April corn ................4.61
Beans ......................10.11
April beans ............10.14
Wheat ......................5.29

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.50
April corn ................4.55
Beans........................9.87
April beans ..............9.92
Wheat .....................5.25

Lotteries

CR almanac

43/26 55/42 49/28 50/40 47/33
Mostly

cloudy skies
with a 50%
chance of
snow. The low
may hit the
mid to upper
20s.

There’s a
70% chance
of showers
on Monday
with highs in
the upper
40s.

Another
slight chance
of rain on Sun-
day with highs
in the mid
50s.

Friday’s
forecast shows
mostly sunny
skies with tem-
peratures in
the mid 50s.

There’s a
slight chance
of showers on
Saturday when
the high may
reach 57.

Thursday
3/20

Friday
3/21

Saturday
3/22

Sunday
3/23

Monday
3/24

Powerball
Monday
17-40-47-50-55
Power Ball: 6
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$353 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$256 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 3-5-1
Daily Four: 7-7-2-8
Quick Draw: 1-3-4-6-7-

13-14-28-29-30-31-41-47-48-
50-56-64-72-78-80

Evening
Daily Three: 3-5-4

Daily Four: 3-1-6-2
Quick Draw: 3-4-6-8-9-

16-18-19-29-32-33-37-42-54-
55-63-65-74-75-78

Cash 5: 3-15-16-36-40
Estimated jackpot:

$132,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 0-0-8
Pick 4: 8-2-1-0
Pick 5: 6-7-4-8-1
Evening
Pick 3: 4-6-7
Pick 4: 5-0-1-4
Pick 5: 9-0-9-3-0
Rolling Cash: 2-4-9-15-

38
Estimated jackpot:

$120,000

In 1860, William Jen-
nings Bryan was born
in Salem, Illinois.
Bryan served as a
Nebraska representa-
tive in Congress from
1891 to ‘95 and was
known for his religious
beliefs and popularity,
earning him the nick-
name “The Great Com-
moner.”
In 1918, United

States president
Woodrow Wilson estab-
lished Daylight Savings
Time when he signed
the Standard Time Act. 
In 1931, Nevada

legalized gambling. The

measure led to casinos
cropping up around the
state, including the
development of  Las
Vegas’ gambling scene.
In 1962, Bob Dylan

released his first self-
titled album. Some of
his notable songs
include “Blowin’ in the
Wind” and “The Times
They Are a-Changin’”,
which became anti-war
movement anthems. 
In 1996, a fire swept

through a Manila dis-
cotheque in the Philip-
pines, killing 159 of  the
people inside. 

— The CR

Today
3:15 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation exec-
utive session, airport,
661 W. 100 North, Port-
land.

4 p.m. — Portland
Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North,
Portland.

Tuesday
6 p.m. — Redkey

Town Council, park
cabin, 50 Mooney St.

March 26
6 p.m. — Dunkirk

Park Board, city build-
ing, 131 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for help-
ing families affected by
addiction meets at 4 p.m.
each Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday
STITCH AND CHATTER

QUILT CLUB — Meets
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the
third Thursday of  each
month at Jay Community
Center. Show and teal is at 1
p.m. The club is open to all
ages and is for anyone who
wants to sew. Bring unfin-
ished projects and a sewing
machine. For more infor-
mation, call Nan Weesner
(260) 766-9334.

SMART RECOVERY — A
group for those struggling
with addiction that focuses
on motivation, coping with
cravings, managing
thoughts, feelings and
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-

tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

EN AVANT CLUB —
Meets at 1 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month.

UNDERSTANDING
YOUR SUICIDE GRIEF —
Meets from 1 to 2:30 p.m. the
third Thursday of  each
month. The support group
serves to help individuals
who have lost a loved one to
suicide. To register, contact
Stephanie Patterson at (260)
251-3259.

ORGAN TRANSPLANT
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet at 3 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month  in
the IU Health Blackford
main conference room.

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. the third Thursday of
the month at Portland
Lions Civic Center, 307 W.
100 North. 

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winchester,
in community room 1. For
more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)
964-6075 or Nikki Bosworth
at (765) 584-6452.

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORICAL

SOCIETY — Is open from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. on the first
and third Friday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113 S. Main St., Dunkirk. 

PAST RECOVERY SERV-
ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition office at
100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
each Sunday at Fellowship
Baptist Church, 289 S. 200
West, Portland. Come early
for a meal.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. 

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome. 

DEAR ABBY: My wife and I
are retired seniors. We live in a
beautiful two-story house we
built 14 years ago. At the time,
we thought it would be our
final home, but in my opinion,
it no longer meets our needs. I
want to move and downsize.
The problem is that my wife
doesn’t. 

Throughout our 50 years of
marriage, we have lived in
four houses, and each time I
wanted to move, she did not.
She becomes emotionally
attached to a house. I have
explained to her that we need
a one-story house or condo
closer to our kids, who live
across town. Just bringing up
the subject gets her very
upset. I believe I will die
before she does. It would give
me peace knowing that after
my funeral, she would return
home and not be faced with a
lot of  problems. 

When I die, our children are
going to want her to move clos-
er anyway. She will then have
to coordinate and handle the
move on her own — a massive
job even with the help of  our
two sons. 

I could easily take the posi-
tion that I’ll be gone so what do
I care, but I do care. I have
looked out for her our entire
marriage, and I would like to
finish the job. 

Advice? — HERO HUSBAND
IN OHIO
DEAR HERO HUSBAND: I

do have some. You signed
your letter “Hero Husband,”
but hasn’t it occurred to you
that in your zeal to take care
of  and protect your wife,
you may have infantilized
her? 
Her feelings on this sub-

ject should be respected.
Many widows (may it be
many, many years before she
becomes one unless she dies
first) find strength and
resourcefulness they didn’t
know they had after the
death of  their husbands.
What happens to this house
should be a family decision,
not yours alone.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at Dear-

Abby.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

800-451-2709 • www.SchraderAuction.com

• Tillable Cropland
• Mixed Hardwoods
• Eastbrook Schools
• 1031 Exchange Oppo�unity
• Just Southeast of Upland 

City Limits

Tuesday, April 8 • 6pm
LAND AUCTION

Auction Managers
Rick Williams – 765-639-2394
Al Pfister – 260-760-8922

Upland Community Center • Online Bidding Available

Inspection Date:   Saturday, March 15, 9–11am
Meet a Schrader Rep. at the Tract 2 field entrance along SR 26.

Seller: Esther Bragg Farms, LLC

Tract 1 – 14± Acres nearly all tillable cropland with 
road frontage on SR 26. Great potential elevated 
building site on the east po�ion of this tract. 
Tract 2 – 34± Acres nearly all tillable cropland 
with ample access to Jefferson open ditch for an 
improved drainage oppo�unity.
Tract 3 – 20± Acres  All tillable productive cropland. 
Consider combining with Tracts 1 & 2 for a larger 
land holding.
Tract 4 – 27± Acres  Approx. 17 tillable acres with 
highly productive soil and the balance in mixed 
hardwoods. The woods are a must see to appreciate 
the future timber value and excellent hunting.

95±

Offered in 4 Tracts

GRANT COUNTY, IN

acres

#AC63001504, #AU10000259, #AU09200264
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Dear
Abby

Emily F. Koble, 23, Laotto, and
Denver A. Royer, 22, Bryant

Ryan J. Fourman, 20, Port-
land, and Jessie R. Harrison, 22,
Portland

Mark D. Myers, 61, Portland,
and Melissa M. Yap, 30, Portland

Triton D. Moeller, 23, Port-

land, and Lorena De Los Ange-
les Urbina, 25, Portland

O’Ryan J. Cochran, 41, Port-
land, and Kara L. Donahoe, 33,
Portland

Eric K. Huey, 55, Dunkirk, and
Kristy L. Miller, 46, Dunkirk

Martin R. Cardona, 34, Red-

key, and Jeremy D. Barlow, 40,
Redkey

Charise N. Barton, 39,
Dunkirk, and Jimmy L. Rut-
land, 47, Dunkirk

Deborah L. Brinkerhoff, 77,
Portland, and Steven L. Chris-
man, 79, Bryant

Community Calendar

Marriage licenses

Decision to downsize
split between couple

Photo provided

Character Counts
East Elementary School recognized first graders for demonstrating caring.

Pictured above in the front row are Kyri Hall, Kalea Olwin and Ivan Clem, and in the
second row are Scarlett Cox, Olivia Skirvin and Zoey Skirvin.
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Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from March 17,
2005. There are all kinds of
friends. Some are for life. Some are
with us for a short time. All make
an impact. Catching up with an
old friend can be something spe-
cial.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

Would I recognize him?
I wasn't sure.
Sitting in a big city bar, waiting

to meet up with someone you
haven't seen in almost 20 years
can be a little intimidating.

I was in town to do a press sem-
inar, and thanks to a high school
class connection I'd learned that
an old friend was affiliated with a
major university in the same city.
From there, it was a matter of  a
couple of  quick e-mails to set up a
time to meet for dinner.

But would I recognize him?
I wasn't sure.

Watching the entrance, I
assessed everyone who came in.

When one guy with a partially-
shaved head wandered by, I gave
him a close look.

Maybe rebellious enough, but
too young.

When another guy with a ratty
ponytail came by, I thought back
to my old friend's rock n roll days
and decided he was a bad fit.

Finally, about the time I was
beginning to think the reunion
wouldn't happen, the most dap-
per guy in town walked in.

It was my old friend, although

he looked a lot more like Frank
Sinatra.

His suit was perfectly tailored.
His tie was silk, with a designer
label.

In other words, he looked a lit-
tle different from the last time I
saw him at our 20th class
reunion and a heckuva lot differ-
ent from our graduation back in
1966.

We made quite a pair as we
went off  to dinner.

If  there's a word for the oppo-
site of  dapper, it would have
applied to me.

Though I can be presentable
when need be, my turtleneck and
tweed sport jacket were not in
the same league as my friend's
tailoring.

In some ways, the differences
in our wardrobes were symbolic
of  the different paths our lives
had taken since high school.

I've been married almost 34

years; he's divorced, having been
married to another of  my best
friends for a couple of  decades.

He has no children; I have
three charming daughters.

His parents — though in their
late 80s — are living; mine have
been gone for years, Dad died 22
years ago this week.

His career as an engineer has
been built upon numbers; mine
has been based upon words.

He's a self-described Libertari-
an. I'm, well, not a Libertarian.

Our lives have taken very dif-
ferent paths since high school
graduation.

But it wasn't our differences
which mattered over dinner.

It was our connections.
Seamlessly we moved from

conversation to conversation,
trading stories and anecdotes
and opinions that dated back to
first grade at Judge Haynes Ele-
mentary School.

We reflected on how blind we
were to other classmates' poten-
tial, how quickly we got caught
up in all the adolescent non-
sense which clouds human
judgment, and — most of  all —
how glad we were that we'd
been able to re-establish con-
nection after all these years.

We told stories from elemen-
tary school. We told stories
from junior high gym class.

We laughed over our teach-
ers, our friends, and primarily
at ourselves.

And when the evening ended,
when we gave one another a
hug at the entrance to his sub-
way station at the base of  my
hotel, we both realized what a
wonderful thing it can be when
your friends at age 56 just hap-
pen to be some of  the same
folks who were your friends at
age 6.

That's tough to beat.

Friendship survives across decades
Back
in the
Saddle

The Virginian-Pilot
Tribune News Service

It’s a nightmare scenario
for public health officials: A
traveler infected with a
highly contagious virus
passes through an airport
while asymptomatic,
unknowingly transmitting
the disease to others and
sparking a widespread out-
break.

Virginia health officials
hope that won’t be the case
with a Maryland resident
who passed through Wash-
ington Dulles International
Airport before testing posi-
tive for measles. But the
incident should have sirens
flashing and alarms
screaming as separate out-
breaks of  that disease in
New Mexico and Texas
have killed two people and
sickened hundreds more.

Now is the time to make
sure children are vaccinat-
ed from that virus and have
their health records up to
date. And now is the time to
ensure robust communica-
tion and solid planning,
recognizing the federal gov-
ernment’s retreat from
sound science relating to
disease control and preven-
tion.

Most Americans fairly
view measles as a disease
from history, a virus that
ravaged previous genera-
tions that is now all but
eradicated following devel-
opment of  a safe and effec-
tive vaccine more than 60
years ago. Cases would pop
up from time to time, but
they were incredibly rare
and swiftly contained.

A new outbreak could
well change that. With a
vaccine skeptic in charge
of  the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Servic-
es, the likelihood of  a
robust federal response is
slim, meaning we must pro-
tect by ensuring their vac-
cines are up to date.

According to the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, measles
was a legitimately terrify-
ing disease. Between 3 mil-
lion and 4 million people,
usually children under the
age of  15, were infected
each year, about 48,000 of
them were hospitalized and
the virus killed about 500 to
600 people annually.

That changed in 1963
when researchers using the
isolated measles virus suc-
cessfully developed a vac-
cine for widespread distri-
bution. Typically combined
with mumps and rubella
vaccines, or the mumps,
rubella and varicella vac-
cines, the landmark break-
through inspired dreams of
finally extinguishing
measles for good.

That became official U.S.

policy in 1978 when the
CDC set out to eradicate
measles by 1982. Health
officials updated their
strategy to recommend
two doses of  the vaccine
for all children, and the
new approach delivered
remarkable progress. By
2000, the United States for-
mally declared measles
eliminated as a public
threat.

That’s when complacen-
cy set in. Americans raised
in a world without measles
came to take it for granted.
They cast doubt on a vac-
cine program confirmed
by countless studies to be
safe and which was
unquestionably effective.

As skepticism blos-
somed, vaccination uptake
shriveled just enough for
measles to return.

Already, the United
States has recorded the
largest number of  measles
cases in a calendar year
since 2019 and, at this rate,
2025 would be the worst
year of  infections in more
than 30 years. The two
deaths this year — a 6-year-
old in Texas and an adult
in New Mexico — are the
first measles-related fatali-
ties since 2015.

To now learn of  some-
one infected at Dulles is
undeniably concerning. 

It was reassuring to see
Virginia Department of
Health officials encourage
anyone at Dulles on March
5 between 4 and 9 p.m. to
monitor for symptoms and
contact their health
providers for guidance
regarding vaccinations.
That stands in contrast to
HHS Secretary Robert
Kennedy, who cast
doubt on the research
behind the measles vac-
cine in a Fox News inter-
view, blamed the measles
deaths on poor diet and
recommended snake oil,
ahem, cod liver oil as a pre-
ventive measure to guard
against illness.

The fact is, the measles
vaccine successfully elimi-
nated the virus from circu-
lation and its absence
allowed for a resurgence.
While officials such as
Kennedy should be shout-
ing that from the rooftops,
this outbreak makes clear
that the commonwealth
may need to organize our
own defenses, grounded in
proven science, to protect
our communities.

Case stresses
vaccine importance

By ADDIE ANGELOV
Indiana Capital Chronicle

The 2025 General Assembly is
arguably the health session. With so
much focus being placed on Medi-
caid, less fiscally impactful issues are
struggling to bubble up to the top of
committee agendas. One issue that
Democrats and Republicans, in both
the Senate and the House, seem to
agree deserves attention is Hoosier
children’s access to social media.

This session, Senate Bill 11 and
House Bill 1321, are both focused on
providing families and caregivers
much needed support to navigate the
murky waters of  social media and
kids. Just like last year’s ban on cell-
phones in classrooms, this year’s
child-focused social media legisla-
tion is set to bring schools and fami-
lies one step closer to much needed
guardrails. 

Leading the way
While Hoosiers are not historically

fans of  regulation, when it comes to
children and access to technology, we
are big fans. In addition to the cell
phone ban in 2024, Indiana was the
first state in the country to pass leg-
islation related to nonconsensual AI
nudity. Both have been adopted by
other states and have been over-
whelmingly popular with families
and educators alike. This year’s legis-
lation focused on social media is set
to keep this trend rolling. 

At Northview Middle School  in
Indianapolis, the school and the PTO
are working together to offer pro-
grams like Wait Until 8th and parent
nights focused on Healthy Relation-
ships with Technology. According to
Principal Thom Hakim, “The pan-
demic put technology in kid’s hands
so much earlier with so little guid-
ance. We really wanted to get our
classrooms back. We chose to take
cellphones away a year before the law
went into place. It took that first year
to put some teeth in the rules, but

now it’s the norm. Kids are interact-
ing with each other again. It’s really
the impact of  social media outside of
school that we worry about now. ”

It’s a girl thing
According to Dr. Jonathan Haidt,

“social media use is a cause of  anxi-
ety, depression, and other aliments,
not just a correlate.” He goes on to
note that social media is especially
damaging to girls due to its reliance
on visually oriented platforms that
provide girls unrealistic standards of
perfection and offer endless ways to
damage other girls’ relationships and
reputations. Girls who are heavy
users of  social media are three times
more likely to be depressed then
nonusers. His studies further found
that social media harmed the social
lives of  students who stayed away
from it.

This national research appears to
be playing itself  out with Hoosier
girls. According to the 2024, Indiana
Girls Report, “Being bullied online
puts girls at risk for depression, anx-
iety, suicidal ideation — and a loss of
connection with caregivers and
peers. Girls in Indiana share that
cyberbullying is relentless — and
inescapable.” 

Additionally, as technology
advances, bullying tools are keeping
pace — requiring that school policies
and federal and state laws evolve
quickly to keep up. Danielle Shockey,
CEO of  Girls Scouts of  Indiana
shares “The Indiana Girl Report is an
invaluable resource that has shed sig-
nificant light on the hardships girls

are facing in Indiana and is already
being used as a tool to shape policy to
address those challenges”.

The Paramount Health Data Proj-
ect has also been examining the
effects of  social media on girls as
part of  their work for the Indiana
Division of  Mental Health and
Addiction’s ALL IN program.
According to Dr. Mary Jo Ratter-
mann, chief  research officer for the
project, teenage girls know the dan-
gers but need our help to navigating a
healthy relationship with social
media. According to Rattermann,
“Based on our research, teenage girls
are sophisticated consumers of
social media. They understand how
algorithms work. They understand
everything is carefully curated, but
they still have a deeply emotional
response to it.”

Hitting close to home
Recently, a student at Mooresville

High School, was stopped from
engaging in a mass shooting planned
for the cafeteria at lunchtime on
Valentine’s Day. According to the
probable cause affidavit, she had
been involved in unmonitored chats
on a social media platform display-
ing her plans. She also shared that
she had been bullied and had strug-
gled to receive mental health sup-
ports recommended by the school.
This proved to be a dangerous mix
that put every student and staff
member at Mooresville High School
in harms’ way.     

The big question now is whether
comprehensive legislation specific to
social media will make it out of  this
session. 

••••••••••
Angelov is a career long educator

and co-founder and CEO of  the Para-
mount Health Data Project.
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news organi-
zation. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Indiana has an opportunity
Addie
Angelov

Guest
Editorial



The Commercial Review
Wednesday, March 19, 2025 Local Page 5

$300

CO  
Advertise your go       

FOUR 3    

OURS  
 olf course in all of ou  

 3x5 ads in The Commercia  

SE SPE
      r publications with

al Review

 ECIA
Or run tw

in the publicati   

 ALS
o 3x5 ads fw    o  or your g  

ion(s) of your choice during April f
 golf course

  during April f    foror:
TWO

ON

300300$$

O 3x5 ads in wThe Newss-Ga
NE 3x5 ad in s TwThe News T Timesi

for 

(260) 726-8141l Cal

azette
imes The C

Th  

Th  

  

 Commercial Review – 
$156

e News-Gazette – 
$145

he News Times – 
$120

o y tly tes do not ataR ppl
ust run in Ads m

.comr.comads@thecr
or email

(260) 726-8141l Cal
A

.tionscial sec  eo sp c
.l. n in April

Continued from page 1
The school corporation origi-

nally set a goal of  having con-
struction substantially complete
by the start of  the 2025-26 school
year in early August. The time-
line was adjusted Monday, with a
new goal of  substantial comple-
tion by Sept. 30.

Mobile units that have been in
use since Dec. 1 will remain on
site and be utilized until con-
struction is complete.

The board took no action on a
recommendation to extend McIn-
tire’s contract for one year, to
June 30, 2027, after a motion died
for lack of  a second. (She is
already under contract for the
2025-26 season.)

During the public comment
portion of  the meeting, the board
heard from two Jay County resi-
dents about the proposed exten-
sion.

Carrie Petro, who has had two
daughters in the girls basketball
program, spoke against the
extension, saying players have
left the program because of
McIntire and that there are dif-
ferent standards for different

players. She alleged that the
team does not work on funda-
mentals and said, “It’s got to
change.”

Phil Ford, former JCHS athlet-
ics director and principal who
finished a two-term stint on the
school board in December,
offered his support for McIntire.
He said she knows the game,
knows how to run a practice and
has coached successfully at all
levels of  the program for 30
years. He complimented the job
she did this season.

No board members commented
on the extension, with Vormohr
making the motion to approve
the recommendation. Her
motion died for lack of  a second.

The board also approved the
following fee increases for pre-
school:

•Two days — $736, up from the
current $355

•Three days — $1,077, up from
the current $480

•Five days — $1,710, up from
the current $630

Business manager Shannon
Current explained at the board’s
February meeting that the corpo-

ration’s preschool program is
running a $382,723 deficit.

The approved fee increases are
the “middle option” among three
presented to the board and are
based on the mid-point between
the current charges and the fee
for Westminster Preschool Port-
land at Jay County Early Learn-
ing Center. (The other options
were to set fees at half  of  the
Westminster charge or to match
the Westminster charge.)

The change to the contract calls
for the fee for the first month to
be paid up front. Those who fall
behind on fees will risk having
their child removed from the pro-
gram.

Following a question from Tow-
ell, Gulley said the process is
underway to make Jay Schools
eligible to accept Child Care
Development Fund vouchers.

In other business, the board:
•During the Patriot Pride

moment, recognized the Why Try
program at Redkey Elementary
School. The program works with
students on communication
skills, goal setting, overcoming
obstacles and other goals. It has

also involved students interacting
with the residents at The Waters
of  Dunkirk nursing home.

•Accepted donations totaling
more than $14,000, including
$5,031 from the National Rifle
Association for the JROTC pro-
gram, a $3,0037 matching grant
from The Portland Foundation
for new band equipment, a total
of  $2,750 for the PVE Club trip
and $2,609 from The Cooper
Farms Family Foundation for a
projector.

•Heard a reminder from Gulley
that the board will hold a work
session regarding possible capital
improvements at the junior-
senior high school at 5 p.m.
March 31. He added that there
will be a survey to seek communi-
ty input and that he expects deci-
sions to come in May at the earli-
est.

•Accepted the resignations of
junior high instructional assis-
tant Joe Fennig, bus driver
Richard Davis and custodian
Judy Sanders.

•Heard from Current that the
school corporation passed its
biennial audit.

Repairs ...

Continued from page 1
(Another 76 students are

enrolled for kindergarten so
far.) Open enrollment trends
show projections at 56 students
outside of  Fort Recovery regis-
tering for classes in the village
with 14 students living in Fort
Recovery enrolling in classes
elsewhere.

Other considerations includ-
ed a projected high retention
among staff  members — Stahl
noted two staff  members are
retiring with plans to fill one of
those positions — and a 37%
participate rate among juniors
and seniors in Tri Star Career
Compact programs.

The current plan is to main-
tain a 1 to 16 teacher-to-student
ratio for kindergarten through
fifth grade, utilizing four teach-
ers for each grade level between
kindergarten through fourth

grade and three teachers for
fifth grade. 

The staffing plan suggests
reassigning two elementary and
middle school personnel
— Kristy Keller from elemen-
tary intervention specialist to
second grade teacher and Bre-
anna Madaj from fifth grade to
fourth grade — based on grade
level enrollment for next year.
(The school board approved
Keller’s reassignment at its Jan-
uary meeting and, later in the
meeting Monday, also approved
Madaj’s reassignment, effective
Aug. 1.) 

Per the plan, the school board
will also need to hire a new
third grade teacher. (It also
needed to hire a new elementary
middle school intervention spe-
cialist. In February, school
board hired Wes Wenning for
the role. He’s also serving as

head high school football
coach.)

School board members
approved the staffing plan.

Also Monday, Stahl noted
plans to open bids Tuesday with
Garmann Miller architects for
the heating, ventilation and air
conditioning project at Fort
Recovery Elementary/ Middle
School. The district hosted an
open house for contractors to
conduct a site review at the
building March 6. 

Stahl shared hopes for school
board to approve a contract for
the project before its next regu-
lar meeting, potentially at a spe-
cial meeting at 7 a.m. Friday.

In other business, school
board members Mitch Ful-
lenkamp, Sean Kahlig, Greg
LeFevre, Nick Wehrkamp and
Don Wendel:

•Learned Fort Recovery FFA

hosted the district FFA agricul-
ture mechanics contest March 4.
High school principal Ryan
Steinbrunner noted 15 schools
competed, with Fort Recovery
placing first. Individually, Fort
Recovery students Kyle Hunts-
man, Riley Grieshop and Clete
Timmerman placed first, third
and seventh, respectively. The
team qualified for state competi-
tion on April 3. Steinbrunner
also noted Fort Recovery’s FFA
banquet is Tuesday, March 25.

•Were reminded Fort Recovery
High School’s prom is slated for
April 25, with promenade to
begin at 6 p.m. at the high school
gymnasium with the dinner and
dance to follow at Romer’s Cater-
ing and Entertainment Facilities
in St. Henry, Ohio.

•Heard from Knapke that per
ongoing state biennial budgetary
discussions the school’s funding

could decrease by $680,000 over
the next two years with Ohio’s
Fair School Funding plan.

•Made a few annual approvals,
including a resolution adopting
special education policies and
procedures and an open enroll-
ment policy for Fort Recovery
Local Schools to accept students
from all of  Ohio.

•Approved a one-year contract
for mowing and trimming serv-
ices with Jutte’s Landscaping.
Mowing services are $800 per
week, with mowing at athletic
facilities set at $215 per mow as
needed.

•Hired volunteer junior high
track coach Abby Ashbaugh for
the current school year.

•Accepted $250 for middle
school activities and $250 for
high school activities from Fort
Recovery Academic Booster
Club.

Staffing ...

Failed to appear
A Portland man was

arrested Monday for failure
to appear in court.

Derek A. Reynolds, 46,
1237 N. U.S. 27 Lot 1B, is
charged in Jay Superior
Court with a Level 6 felony
for intimidation, a Class C
misdemeanor for operating
a vehicle while intoxicated
and a Class A misdemeanor
for operating a vehicle with
a blood alcohol level of
0.15% or more.

He was being held with-
out bond in Jay County
Jail.

Unlawful possession
A Muncie man was sen-

tenced to half  a year in jail
for unlawful possession of
syringe.

Jacob J. Westlake, 34,
3012 E. Royerton Road,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to the Level 6
felony. He was sentenced to
one year in Jay County Jail
and given 180 days credit
for time served. 

Westlake was fined $25
and assessed $189 in court
costs. As part of  his plea
agreement, a Class A mis-
demeanor for resisting law
enforcement was dis-
missed.

Battery
A Portland man was

placed on probation after
pleading guilty to battery.

Sean M. Ashley, 23, 206
W. Main St., pleaded guilty
in Jay Circuit Court to bat-
tery, a Level 6 felony. (The
charge was lessened from a
Level 5 felony.) 

He was sentenced to 910
days in Indiana Depart-
ment of  Correction with
all of  his sentence sus-
pended and given two days
credit for time served. Ash-
ley was placed on proba-
tion and assessed $189 in
court costs.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

A tornado that blew through Jay County on Sept. 22 caused extensive damage in the junior high wing at Jay County
Junior-Senior High School. Jay School Board awarded a $2.23 million repair project Monday to Muhlenkamp Building
Corporation of Coldwater, Ohio. The work has an expected completion date of Sept. 30.

Felony
arrests

Felony
courts



ACCULEVEL. YOUR
foundation repair and
basement waterproofing
experts. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or
concrete slab weíll guide
you on the right path to a
healthy home. Act now!
Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free
consultation. 1-877-229-
0197
ADVERTISERS:  You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $300.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
BECOME A  Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution.
CALL FOR  Your Free
Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/hoosier
CALL LEAFGUARD
and say goodbye to gut-
ter cleaning for good. No
cleaning. No leaking. No
water damage. No more
ladder accidents. Get
LeafGuard today and be
protected for life. FREE
estimate. Financing
available. 20% off total
purchase (Restrictions
may apply.) Call 1-866-
641-9158
CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR  - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no
hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and
text, starting at just
$20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-
572-5165
DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-
844-244-7025 www.den-
tal50plus.com/hoosier
#6258
DIRECTV-  All your
entertainment. Nothing
on your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first
three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice
package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931
DO YOU  know whatís in
your water? Leaf Home
Water Solutions offers
FREE water testing and
whole home water treat-
ment systems that can
be installed in as little
one day. 15% off your
entire purchase. Plus
10% senior & military
discounts. Restrictions
apply. Schedule your
FREE test today. Call 1-
855-966-4836
DONATE YOUR  car,
truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-877-414-
2352 today!
ELIMINATE GUTTER
cleaning forever! LeafFil-
ter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. Plus 10%
Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-361-
4260
FREEDOMCARE. LET
your loved ones care for
you and get paid!†Paid
by Medicaid. Choose
family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check
your eligibility today! Call
FreedomCare now! 1-
844-563-4012
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in

The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new job,

the Classifieds deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 
• Dental • Vision

• Medicare
Supplements •

Annuities
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GET A  break on your
taxes! Donate your car,
truck, or SUV to assist
the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a
swift, no-cost vehicle
pickup and secure a gen-
erous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the
Blind Today at 1-833-
587-2145 today!
IF YOU HAD KNEE OR
HIP REPLACE and suf-
fered an infection
between 2020 and the
present time, you may be
entitled to compensation.
Call Attorney Charles H.
Johnson 1-800-535-
5727
JACUZZI BATH
Remodel can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one
day. For a limited time,
waiving ALL installation
costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-
866-937-1159
NEW WINDOWS  from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer - zero
down, zero payments,
zero interest for TWO
years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE!
Offer is valid for select
models. Labor not includ-
ed. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271

PREPARE FOR  power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-866-
953-2203 today to
schedule a free quote.
Itís not just a generator.
Itís a power move.
PREPARE FOR  power
outages with Briggs &
StrattonÆ PowerPro-
tect(TM) standby gener-
ators - the most powerful
home standby genera-
tors available. Industry-
leading comprehensive
warranty - 7 years ($849
value.) Proudly made in
the U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-877-798-
0270.
SAFE STEP.  North
Americaís #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and
service. Now featuring
our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-855-743-
1911
SUNSETTER. AMERI-
CAÍS  Number One
Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or
patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year lim-
ited warranty. Call now
and SAVE $350 today! 1-
855-801-2797
WE BUY  Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-
855-655-7718

WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos

allowed on Classified
Page 

Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,

business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and

sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, MARCH

29TH, 2025
9:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 3430 W

State Road 67, Portland,
IN or 3 Ω miles west of

Portland at the corner of
Hwy 67 and County

Road 200 South.
NOW ACCEPTING
CONSIGNMENTS

UNTIL
NOON. THURSDAY,
MARCH 27TH, 2025. 

HEAVY EQUIPMENT-
FARM TRACTORS-
FARM EQUIPMENT
Case SR 210B Skid-

loader w/ CHA high flow,
765 hours.   Internation-
al 354 Tractor w/ Bush
Hog,  International 15í
Disc., Kil Brothers 24í

Rolling Basket, (2) J&M
250 bu. hopper wagons.

TRUCKS-TRAILERS-
AUTOS

2021 Dodge 3500 Single
Axel Dump w/ 6.7L.

Cummins,  2005 Ford
Single Axel Dump Truck
56,000 miles, 6.0 Diesel,
2000 Freightliner Semi

FL112 w/ C13 CAT
Engine, 2013 Chevy

Traverse LT 4x4, 
18í Car Hauler Trailer,
16í Enclosed Trailer.

MOWERS-RTVS-SUP-
PORT EQUIPMENT-

MISC.
Kubota 2G 327 Zero
turn Mower,  Snapper
Pro ST50 w/ Bagger,
Ryan 24î Sod Cutter.,  

Club Car 48 Volt Electric
Golf Cart, Pallet Forks,

Cement Mixer, (2) West-
ern 2&3 Ton Salt

Spreaders, Large Lot of
Landscaping Pavers,
Blocks, and Bricks.
Approximately 150

Trees including Oak,
Maple, Elm, and Pine.
Rose Bushes. Shrubs.

Misc Plants.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Indiana Sales Tax will be
collected at this auction.
AREA CONTRACTORS

& FARMERS OWNERS 
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587
www.auctionzip.com ñ
Auctioneer ID #4243

REAL ESTATE PUBLIC
AUCTION

Located: 722 E Main St,
Portland, IN 

Friday Afternoon
April 11th, 2025

5:00 P. M.
REAL ESTATE

This home sits on a 30í
x 157í lot with 2 bed-

rooms, 1 bathroom and
792 sq. ft. of living area.

This home is heated
with a Warm Morning
stove and has a gas

water heater.  There is a
detached garage and a
utility shed.  This home
has a cement driveway,
a covered back porch
and a nice size yard.

For more information or
private showing contact
Loy Real Estate 260-
726-2700 or Gary Loy
Auctioneer at 260-726-

5160.
Personal property to sell

immediately following
real estate.

JANICE STUCKY
ESTATE

by Herb Hummel Per-
sonal Rep.

Josh Atkinson Attorney
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOKING
FOR any work. No job is
too big or small. Pole
barns, roofing, remodel-
ing. 260-849-2489.

HIRING PART-TIME
INSERTER Hours vary
each week. Apply at The
Graphic Printing Compa-
ny ï The Commercial
Review 309 West Main
Street ï Portland, IN
47371 Office Hours: 10
am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Fri-
day NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. Equal opportu-
nity employer.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage

√ Out
The CR
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www.thecr.com
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Public Notice
Notice is hereby given that the Tax Duplicates for the several taxing units of Jay County, for the year 2024 payable 2025, 

are now in the hands of the County Treasurer, who is ready to receive the taxes charged thereon.  The following table shows the rate of taxation on each $100.00 worth of taxable real 

personal property.  First installment is due on or before and delinquent after May 12, 2025.  Second installment is delinquent after November 10, 2025.

2024 pay 2025 Tax Rates Penn Pennville Dunkirk Bearcreek Bryant Greene Jackson Jefferson Knox Madison Salamonia Noble Pike Richland Redkey Wabash Wayne Portland

Co Cum Capital Dev 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333

JEMS 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217

County General 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893

County Health 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235

Cumulative Bridge 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500

Jay Co Jail Lease Payments 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507

Reassessment 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126

County Total 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811

Twshp Cum Fire 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0181 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Twshp Fire Fighting 0.0199 0.0000 0.0000 0.0244 0.0000 0.0177 0.0400 0.0173 0.0135 0.0068 0.0000 0.0093 0.0207 0.0197 0.0000 0.0147 0.0558 0.0000

Twshp General 0.0481 0.0481 0.0174 0.0341 0.0341 0.0094 0.0293 0.0093 0.0596 0.0116 0.0116 0.0161 0.0227 0.0174 0.0174 0.0231 0.0038 0.0038

Twshp Poor 0.0123 0.0123 0.0113 0.0032 0.0032 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0058 0.0039 0.0039 0.0000 0.0000 0.0113 0.0113 0.0000 0.0211 0.0211

Twshp Recreation 0.0123 0.0123 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Township Total 0.0926 0.0727 0.0287 0.0617 0.0373 0.0271 0.0693 0.0266 0.0789 0.0404 0.0155 0.0254 0.0434 0.0484 0.0287 0.0378 0.0807 0.0249

Library Debt Service 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Library General 0.0353 0.0353 0.2226 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673

Library Total 0.0353 0.0353 0.2226 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673

School Education 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

School Operation 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806

School Debt Service 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835

School Pension Debt 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164

School Total 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805

Corp Aviation/Airport 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0507

Corp Cum Cap Improv 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0973 0.0000 0.0000 0.0500

Corp Cum Capital Dev 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0500

Corp Police Pension 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Corp General 0.0000 1.12290 1.6128 0.0000 0.7571 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.2239 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 1.6254 0.0000 0.0000 0.9492

Corp Parks & Recreation 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0536 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.1127

Corp Park Bond 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0463

Corp Street (MVH) 0.0000 0.00000 0.1791 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.3461

City Total 0.0000 1.1229 1.7919 0.0000 0.8107 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.2239 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 1.7227 0.0000 0.0000 1.6050

Total Tax Rate 1.6895 2.7925 3.6048 1.6906 2.4769 1.6560 1.6982 1.6555 1.7078 1.6693 1.8683 1.6543 1.6723 1.6773 3.3803 1.6667 1.7096 3.2588

State of Indiana, Jay County, SS:  I, Emily Franks, Auditor of Jay County, hereby certify that the above is a correct copy of all tax levies for the taxes collectible in the year 2024 pay 2025.

Emily Franks, Jay County Auditor
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Local schedule
Saturday

Jay County — Track at Midwest High Perform-
ance HSR Qualifier – 12 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Softball doubleheader at
Franklin Monroe – 9 a.m.; Baseball scrimmage at
Indian Lake – 12 p.m.

TV sports
Today

6 a.m. — Women’s Curling world champi-
onship: Italy vs. Sweden (FS1)

1:05 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals at
Washington Nationals (FDSN Indiana)

6:40 p.m. — NCAA Tournament men’s basket-

ball: American vs. Mount St. Mary’s (TRUTV)
7 p.m. — NBA: Dallas Mavericks at Indiana

Pacers (FDSN Indiana)
7 p.m. — College Basketball NIT: Florida

Atlantic at Dayton (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — NHL: Colorado Avalanche at Toronto

Maple Leafs (TNT)
7 p.m. — Tennis: Miami Open (ESPN2)
7:30 p.m. — NBA: Detroit Pistons at Miami

Heat (ESPN)
9 p.m. — College Basketball NIT: Northern

Iowa at SMU (ESPN2)
9:10 p.m. — NCAA Tournament men’s basket-

ball: Texas vs. Xavier (TRUTV)
10 p.m. — NBA: Denver Nuggets at Los Ange-

les Lakers (ESPN)
11 p.m. — College Basketball NIT: Loyola

Chicago at San Jose State (ESPN2)

Thursday
12:15 p.m. — NCAA Tournament men’s bas-

ketball: Louisville vs. Creighton (CBS)
12:40 p.m. — NCAA Tournament men’s bas-

ketball: Purdue vs. High Point (TRUTV)
1:30 p.m. — NCAA Tournament men’s basket-

ball: Wisconsin vs. Montana (TNT)
2 p.m. — NCAA Tournament men’s basketball:

Houston vs. SIU Edwardsville (TBS)
2:50 p.m. — NCAA Tournament men’s basket-

ball: Auburn vs. TBD (CBS)
3:15 p.m. — NCAA Tournament men’s basket-

ball: Clemson vs. McNeese State (TRUTV)
3:45 p.m. — UEFA Nations League soccer:

Netherlands at Spain (FS1)

4:05 p.m. — NCAA Tournament men’s basket-
ball: BYU vs. VCU (TNT)

4:35 p.m. — NCAA Tournament men’s basket-
ball: Gonzaga vs. Georgia (TBS)

5 p.m. — College softball: Wisconsin at Pur-
due (BTN)

6:50 p.m. — NCAA Tournament men’s basket-
ball: Tennessee vs. Wofford (TNT)

7 p.m. — NBA: Brooklyn Nets at Indiana Pac-
ers (FDSN Indiana)

7 p.m. — College wrestling: NCAA Champi-
onship (ESPN)

7 p.m. — Women’s college basketball First
Four: Columbia vs. Washington (ESPN2)

7:10 p.m. — NCAA Tournament men’s basket-
ball: Kansas vs. Arkansas (CBS)

7:25 p.m. — NCAA Tournament men’s basket-

ball: Texas A&M vs. Yale (TBS)
7:35 p.m. — NCAA Tournament men’s basket-

ball: Missouri vs. Drake (TRUTV)
7:30 p.m. — College softball: Maryland at

Michigan (BTN)
9 p.m. — Women’s college basketball First

Four: High Point vs. William & Mary (ESPN2)
9:25 p.m. — NCAA Tournament men’s basket-

ball: UCLA vs. Utah State (TNT)
9:45 p.m. — NCAA Tournament men’s basket-

ball: St. John’s vs. Omaha (CBS)
10 p.m. — NCAA Tournament men’s basket-

ball: Michigan vs. UC San Diego (TBS)
10:10 p.m. — NCAA Tournament men’s bas-

ketball: Texas Tech vs. UNC Wilmington (CBS)
11:30 p.m. — Formula 1: Chinese Grand Prix

(ESPN2)

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
“I know there’s going to be a

lot of  hype for the two games
against the Dodgers,” Taillon
said, “but I wonder how it’ll
compare because obviously
these are their home fans here,
so the chants and stuff  are real-
ly, really cool. Just getting to
take part in the last two games
has been really cool. It’d be
tough to top the environment
from these two.”

A workout Monday afternoon
in Tokyo represents the Cubs’
final tune-up before they open
the season against the defend-
ing champion Los Angeles
Dodgers. It’s part of  a challeng-
ing stretch to begin the year —
with a five-game spring train-
ing interlude when they return

to Arizona after Wednesday’s
game — in which 15 of  their
first 21 games come on the road
against NL West and AL West
teams.

A strong showing versus the
Dodgers and in the domestic
slate later this month is the type
of  fast start the Cubs could use
in a season that must end with a

playoff  appearance, though last
April’s great record also repre-
sents a cautionary reminder
that they can’t afford another
two-month offensive slump.

A memorable experience in
Japan and playing in the Tokyo
Series won’t erase what is at
stake for this group.

“They’ve got a great group,
but we feel like we have a really
strong group over here as well,”
Swanson said of  the opening-
day matchup. “We have a really
good blend, guys that have been
there and done that. We’ve got a
really good blend of  these
young, up-and-coming kids that
have a lot of  talent.

“We have a lot of  depth. We
can kind of  play any game that
we need to play.”

Cubs ...
Cubs and

Dodgers will
return to spring
training after
Tokyo games

By SEAN KEELER
The Denver Post
Tribune News Service

BOULDER, Colo. — The
Deion Sanders Revolution
at Colorado will be tele-
vised. Again.

Sanders, who’s going
into his third season as
football coach of  the Buffa-
los, announced during his
first Monday news confer-
ence of  spring ball that
CU’s pro day, which should
feature at least two future
first-round draft picks in
Heisman Trophy winner
Travis Hunter and quarter-

back Shedeur Sanders, will
be broadcast by the NFL
Network.

The pro day, which is
being described by Buffs
officials as a “CU Football
Showcase,” is set for April
4 and will have a live NFL
Network feed. 

Buffs officials said the
April 19 event will be
shown on ESPN2 with a
2:30 p.m. MT start. 

ESPN last spring also tel-
evised pro days from Geor-
gia, Ohio State, Michigan,
Oregon, USC and Washing-
ton.

Colorado pro day will
be televised by NFL
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Back out on the mound
Caden Grisez, a senior on the Fort Recovery High School baseball team, cocks back to throw a pitch during the

Indians’ scrimmage against Lima Central Catholic on Monday. Grisez will work as one of the Tribe’s primary pitchers in 2025
after helping FRHS to the state tournament last season. For a preview on the Fort Recovery baseball team, see Friday’s edition
of The Commercial Review.

By JACE FREDERICK
Pioneer Press
Tribune News Service

That’s one way to end a winning
streak.

Facing an Indiana Pacers team
that tipped off  the game without
six of  their rotational players, and
proceeded to lose three more
throughout the contest for various
reasons, Minnesota delivered one
of  its poorest performances in
recent memory to fall 132-130 in
overtime Monday at Target Center.

Obi Toppin drilled his seventh
triple of  the night, this one falling
away from the corner, to put the
Pacers up with 3.5 seconds to play
in the extra session.

“Big time shotmaking by them,”
Wolves coach Chris Finch said,

“but they seemed to feel that com-
fort all game.”

Julius Randle’s mid-range
jumper at the horn was just short
to conclude the contest.

“That’s a look that I made previ-
ously in the game and make all the
time,” Randle said, “but just
short.”

But the game was lost long
before that. Minnesota played
about six minutes of  good basket-
ball against its short-handed oppo-
nent. Entering the game as win-
ners of  eight straight, Minnesota
came out lifeless against a clearly
lesser foe, got down by as many as
15 points in the first half  and paid
the ultimate price.

“I don’t know what necessarily
was going on, but our mindset

from the jump wasn’t right. We’ve
just got to be a little bit more pro-
fessional no matter who’s on the
court. They’re all good players, and
we’ve got to take the game serious-
ly,” Randle said. “We weren’t pro-
fessional enough, and we gave
them too much life.”

Andrew Nembhard was Indi-
ana’s best player through two and a
half  quarters Monday. The guard
ignited the Pacers’ offense and was
Indiana’s best and only matchup
for Anthony Edwards. Indiana won
his 19 minutes by six points and
was leading Minnesota by eight
with eight minutes to play in the
third quarter when Nembhard
turned the corner to attack the
rack.

Rudy Gobert threw a shoulder

into Nembhard to halt the driving
attempt. That earned the center a
flagrant-2 foul and an ejection. But
after the foul, Nembhard threw the
ball at Gobert. That marked Nemb-
hard’s second technical of  the
night, which meant he was done.

Still, Minnesota looked to be in a
good spot heading into overtime
against a team that was missing so
many bodies. And Minnesota led
by as many as five points in the
extra session. But every time there
was an opportunity for a kill shot,
the Wolves — who had endless suc-
cess attacking the paint on Monday
— took an ill-advised shot.

Edwards finished with 38 points,
19 of  which came from the free-
throw line, but was 1-for-11 from
deep.

By MEGHAN
MONTEMURRO 
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

TOKYO — Chicago
Cubs left-hander
Matthew Boyd stays
focused on checking all
the boxes.

Keeping his delivery
sound. Staying behind
the baseball. Driving
down on the pitch. And in
Sunday’s unique atmos-
phere, embracing the
moment in front of  a
vocal crowd of  Yomiuri
Giants supporters.

“Getting to pitch in a
place like this, the histo-
ry of  the Giants —
there’s a handful of  inter-
national venues that have
that same history,” Boyd
said after tossing four
shutout innings in relief.
“So it’s pretty cool to get
to be here and just com-
pete out there.”

Hitting 95 mph in the
sixth inning of  the Cubs’
4-2 victory wasn’t some-
thing he had been aiming
for, though Boyd conced-
ed that anytime there’s
an uptick in velocity, it’s
a welcome development.

He hadn’t touched that
number since Sept. 12,
2019, and threw only 15
pitches above 94 mph last
season. And he did it
Sunday at a time on the
calendar that typically
falls in the thick of
spring training.

“It’s a day further away
from (Tommy John) sur-
gery,” Boyd said. “That’s
what everyone’s told me
is the further you get
away from that and the
more normalized every-
thing starts to get, the
more reps you get under
your belt, just the better
it is. But, yeah, grateful
for where we’re at right
now.”

Those underlying
sequences in exhibition
games like Sunday’s can
provide a glimpse of
what could be on the
horizon for the Cubs.

They gladly would take
the combination of
defense and power that
shortstop Dansby Swan-
son displayed in two daz-
zling defensive plays in
the first inning and his
double in the second.
Clutch singles from Matt
Shaw (two RBIs) and
Gage Workman (RBI),
both of  whom would
make their major-league
debuts in the Tokyo
Series, highlighted the
upside each possesses, to
varying degrees.

Pete Crow-Armstrong
earned attention from
the crowd with his bat
(double), legs (stolen
base) and defense, cut-
ting off  a ball to the left-
center gap to hold the
runner to a single.

“It was a game that
shows what Pete can do
on the field,” manager
Craig Counsell said. “He
can do everything, really,
and he can affect the
game in many ways.”

The Cubs’ four-run
fifth inning propelled
them to the win in front
of  42,026 fans, setting off
“Go Cubs Go” in the
Tokyo Dome when Boyd
ended the game with his
sixth strikeout.

Right-hander Jameson
Taillon got the start and
held the Giants to one
run in 4 1/3 innings,
walking two and striking
out four. He had been
looking forward to pitch-
ing in Japan since report-
ing to camp, and it
became apparent he
would get to face one of
the Nippon Professional
Baseball teams in an
exhibition.

See Cubs page 7

Tokyo
Dome
breaks
out in
‘Go Cubs
Go’ chant

Pacers end Minnesota’s winning streak


