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Portland City Council has
scheduled an executive session
for 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 1.
The meeting is being held
under the section of  Indiana
Code that allows executive ses-
sions for discussion of  strategy
regarding collective bargain-
ing, litigation, the implementa-
tion of  security systems or a
real property transaction.

Thursday — Reporting on
next week’s Redkey Town
Council meeting.

Friday — Coverage of  this
week’s Jay County Redevelop-
ment Commission meeting.

Saturday — Results from
the Fort Recovery softball
team’s season opener.

In review Coming upWeather

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
Supporters of  a contro-

versial parental rights
bill argued Monday that
schools and state agen-
cies should default to par-
ents as the primary deci-
sion-makers for their
children, and that
Hoosier families need
recourse when they
believe their “authorita-
tive” rights have been
violated. 
Up for debate in the

House Judiciary Commit-
tee was Senate Bill 143 —
a third attempt by Sen.
Liz Brown, R-Fort Wayne,
to codify that governmen-
tal entities “may not sub-
stantially burden a par-
ent’s fundamental right”
to direct the “upbringing,
religious instruction,
education or health care”
of  a child unless it has a
“compelling interest.”
Brown said the bill is a

response to parents
whose rights have been
violated by government
entities — notably their
children’s public schools
and the Department of
Child Services (DCS).
Several cases described
in committee testimony
involved cases in which
DCS allegedly misidenti-
fied situations as abuse.
“What has happened is,

when some DCS workers
and people don’t like the
faith-based policies, the
beliefs of  some parents,
they use those issues to
take the child away.
That’s not how it’s sup-
posed to work,” Brown
said Monday. “Parents
can take care of  their
children. 
See Testimony page 2

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  51 degrees Monday.
The low was 37.
Tonight’s forecast calls for a

low in the lower 30s under clear
skies. 

Expect mostly sunny skies
Thursday with a high in the
upper 50s and a slight chance of
rain in the afternoon.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
DUNKIRK — The city

will take the next steps
toward creating a tax
increment financing
(TIF) district and rede-
velopment commission
next month.
During Monday’s

Dunkirk City Council
meeting, Mayor Jack
Robbins reported on
progress and provided
an update on next steps.
Robbins told council

members Jesse Bivens,
Dan Watson, Christy
Curts and Randy Mur-
phy, absent Donna
Revolt, that the closing
for the purchase of
about 10 acres of  land
was held last week. The
city bought the property,
located behind Pak-a-
Sak (915 S. Main St.) and
Dollar General (1001 S.
Main St.), with the
intent of  pursuing hous-
ing and apartment devel-
opment.
As part of  that

process, the city council
agreed to move forward
with creating a residen-
tial TIF district for the
property. Such districts
capture additional prop-
erty tax revenue created
by improvements — the
increment — and set
them aside to be used to
help fund initiatives
related to the district. A
redevelopment commis-

sion oversees those
funds.
Robbins said there will

be a presentation and
documents regarding
creation of  the TIF dis-
trict and redevelopment
commission at the coun-
cil’s April 14 meeting.
(Three redevelopment
commission members

will be appointed by the
mayor and two will be
appointed by the coun-
cil.)
The council also heard

an update from Dru Hall
of  the Glass Days Com-
mittee regarding the fes-
tival that is planned for
Aug. 16.
Hall reported that the

festival will shift to the
area of  Commerce Street
west side of  Main Street
this year. (The re-born
festival was initially held
on the east side of  the
downtown area before
expanding to both sides
last year.) He said the
intent is to keep every-
thing together rather

than being split by Main
Street (Indiana 167.)
Council granted the

Glass Days Committee per-
mission to install a new
utility pole on city-owned
property on the west side
of  the downtown area in
order to provide electrical
service for the festival.
See Progress page 2

Making progress

By JOSEPH WILKINSON
New York Daily News
Tribune News Service
Top secret U.S. military

attack plans were acciden-
tally sent to a reporter
hours before they were
carried out, according to a
report published Monday.
High-level Trump

administration officials,
including Vice President
JD Vance and Defense Sec-
retary Pete Hegseth, dis-
cussed the plans in a
group chat on the messag-
ing app Signal. They acci-
dentally included Jeffrey
Goldberg, editor-in-chief
of  The Atlantic, in the
chat.
“I didn’t think it could

be real. Then the bombs
started falling,” Goldberg
wrote in an article pub-
lished Monday. “I could
not believe that the nation-
al security leadership of
the United States would
communicate on Signal
about imminent war
plans.”
American airstrikes

killed at least 53 people in
Houthi-controlled parts of
Yemen on March 15. Presi-
dent Donald Trump led
the charge to ramp up mil-
itary attacks on the Iran-

backed group that con-
trols Yemen’s capital city.
The strikes began

around 2 p.m. Eastern
time on March 15, but
Goldberg wrote that he
learned before anyone
else.
“The reason I knew this

is that Pete Hegseth, the
secretary of  defense, had
texted me the war plan at
11:44 a.m.,” he wrote Mon-
day. “The plan included
precise information about
weapons packages, tar-
gets, and timing.”
Goldberg said he didn’t

initially believe the infor-
mation was accurate. How-
ever, the actual strikes that
day matched the informa-
tion he received in the Sig-
nal chat.
A Defense Department

spokesperson later con-
firmed to Goldberg that

the chat was real and his
accidental inclusion in it
was under investigation.
Goldberg said he was first
invited to the chat by
Trump national security
advisor Michael Waltz.
“The information con-

tained in [the texts], if
they had been read by an
adversary of  the United
States, could conceivably
have been used to harm
American military and
intelligence personnel,
particularly in the broader
Middle East,” Goldberg
wrote. “I have never seen a
breach quite like this.”
Goldberg’s specific

inclusion in the chat was
particularly interesting,
because he and Trump
have publicly butted heads
in the past — something he
notes in the article. 

See Shared page 2

Tribune News Service/Isaac Ritchey

Forest walk
Land Conservancy of West Michigan conservation director

Justin Heslinga, at right, leads a group on a guided hike hosted by Old-
Growth Forest Network and the conservancy at Richmond Woods
Nature Preserve in Bitely on Friday. The preserve recently joined the Old-
Growth Forest Network, which identifies woodlands with the potential to
grow into older forests through intentional land management.

Dunkirk
discusses
TIF plans,
receives

update on
Glass Days

Graphic provided

The above graphic provided by the Glass Days Committee shows where some of the
activities are planned for this year’s Glass Days festival. It will shift from Commerce Street on the
east side of Main Street to the downtown area west of Main Street.

Conversation shared
Military attack plans
were unintentionally
shared with editor

Measure
addresses

entities like
DCS, schools

Rights 
bill gets
significant
testimony
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P R I N T I N G
N E W S P A P E R S

Thursday
Atkinson, Lucy: 10 a.m.,

Lighthouse Church, 201 S. Van
Buren St., Monroe.

Monday
Smith, Marilyn: 1 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
In other business, council:
•Heard comments from Rob-

bins regarding Indiana Senate
Bill 1, which addresses property
taxes. He said he’s unclear on
how the bill, which is currently
being considered by a House
committee, will impact the city
financially. He suggested that if
the legislation passes — the 2025
session concludes April 29 — the
county’s various taxing units

should consider holding a joint
session to receive more informa-
tion.
•Received an update from Wat-

son regarding the wastewater
treatment plant. He noted that
work is still in progress on an
insurance settlement for dam-
age caused by a lightning strike.
He also said city staff, Indiana
Department of  Environmental
Management and officials from
Ardagh met recently and are

working to address issues with
chloride and oil discharge.
•Learned from Hall that

Dunkirk Kiwanis, West Jay
Optimist Club and Dunkirk
Church of  the Nazarene will
partner for monthly “mobile
market” food give-aways begin-
ning from 4 to 6 p.m. Wednesday,
April 16, at West Jay Communi-
ty Center. Small community
food distributions will also be
set for 3 p.m. May 12, Aug. 11

and Nov. 10 at the community
center.
•Heard from Bivens that the

first new hydrants the city pur-
chased via American Rescue
Plan Act funds will be installed
soon.
•Learned from Robbins that

there will likely be no need to
change the city’s council dis-
tricts to account for population
changes. He asked council to
review the data so that it can be

addressed at the April 14 meet-
ing.
•Approved the following: a

renewal of  the city’s contract
with volunteer firefighters; a
$300 sponsorship for Dunkirk
Public Library’s reading pro-
gram; payment of  claims total-
ing $150,207.16.
•Received a thank you letter

from the Doyle family for its
support of  the Joe Doyle Memo-
rial Golf  Tournament.

Progress ...

Continued from page 1
“They can receive medical

advice, and they don’t need DCS
to take the child out of  the home
to administer that medical
advice or that medical care
that’s happening today.”
The House committee

approved the bill 9-3 along party
lines, sending it to the full cham-
ber.
Although “it’s not perfect,”

Brown called the bill “a first
step” to “at least make our agen-
cies understand how important
it is to consider the parents —

how the parents are the primary
caregivers — and we need to look
to them first, instead of  last,
when we look at what we’re
going to do in the future.”
Critics called the legislation

“too broad,” however. Among the
opponents, Chris Daley with the
American Civil Liberties Union
of  Indiana worried that Brown’s
bill could create new liability for
government employees and
could hurt the privacy rights of
LGBTQ+ youth, specifically.
But some parental rights advo-

cates were additionally opposed,

saying the proposal “does not go
far enough.”
Cindi Hajicek, executive director

Purple for Parents United, main-
tained that the current bill actual-
ly empowers governmental entities
to interfere with a child’s upbring-
ing — as long as the state can per-
suade a court that a compelling
interest justifies those actions.
“This bill doesn’t secure

parental rights,” Hajicek said. “It
just tells the government exactly
what it has to do to restrict them. It
doesn’t tell them no — it just tells
them how.”

Testimony ...

Common nuisance
Four Jay County resi-

dents were arrested Mon-
day for maintaining a com-
mon nuisance and related
charges.
Travis JA Myers, 48, 326

E. High St., Dunkirk, was
preliminarily charged with
a Level 6 felony, along with
a Level 4 felony for dealing
methamphetamine and a
Class A misdemeanor for
possession of  parapherna-
lia. He was being held in
Jay County Jail on a $19,000
bond.
Austin M. George, 33,

1212 N. Franklin St., Port-
land, was preliminarily
charged with a Level 6
felony, along with a Class B
misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  marijuana and a
Class C misdemeanor for
possession of  parapherna-
lia. He was being held on a
$33,000 bond in Jay County
Jail.
Briggett R. Lykins, 44,

1117 W. 400 North, Portland,
was preliminarily charged
with a Level 6 felony, along
with a Level 5 felony for
possession of  methamphet-
amine and a Class A misde-
meanor for possession of
paraphernalia. She was
being held in Jay County
Jail on a $34,000 bond.
Tina R. McCombs, 63, 326

E. Ohio St., Dunkirk, was
preliminarily charged with
a Level 6 felony, along with
a Level 6 felony for posses-
sion of  a narcotic drug and
a Class A misdemeanor for
possession of  parapherna-
lia. She was being held on a
$4,500 bond in Jay County
Jail.

Felony
arrests

Continued from page 1
He was identified in the

group only as “JG,” simi-
larly to how director of
national intelligence Tulsi
Gabbard was identified as
“TG.”
The chat revealed dis-

agreements about the
Houthi bombing strategy,
with Vance and Hegseth
noting that it didn’t match
up with other administra-
tion priorities.
However, a message from

someone with the user-
name “SM” backed the
strategy and ended further
discussion.

Shared ...

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.57
April corn ................4.59
May corn..................4.67

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.84
April corn ................4.84
May corn..................4.84

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.77
April corn ................4.77
Beans ......................10.07

April beans ............10.10
Wheat ...................... 5.03

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.68
April corn ................4.70
Beans ......................10.05
April beans ............10.07
Wheat ......................5.08

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.60
April corn ................4.60
Beans........................9.77
April beans ..............9.82
Wheat .....................5.05

Lotteries

CR almanac

58/46 75/58 68/58 68/48 52/30
Thursday’s

forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
with wind
gusts up to
20 mph.

Mostly
cloudy on
Monday with
a 40%
chance of
showers.

Sunday
has a 70%
chance of rain
with thunder-
storms also
possible.

Friday has a
50% chance of
showers with
highs in the
lower 70s.

Saturday
looks to be
rainy with a
50% chance of
thunder-
storms.

Thursday
3/27

Friday
3/28

Saturday
3/29

Sunday
3/30

Monday
3/31

Powerball
Monday
17-40-47-50-55
Power Ball: 6
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$484 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$344 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 8-5-3
Daily Four: 4-5-3-0
Quick Draw: 6-14-15-

21-22-26-29-30-35-37-38-44-
49-53-59-65-66-72-75-77
Evening
Daily Three: 2-6-6

Daily Four: 2-7-7-4
Quick Draw: 2-4-8-9-12-

24-33-34-36-41-44-52-58-60-
63-67-69-70-73-74
Cash 5: 1-7-15-30-37
Estimated jackpot:

$221,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 7-9-1
Pick 4: 7-1-2-6
Pick 5: 8-8-6-7-3
Evening
Pick 3: 5-5-1
Pick 4: 3-7-5-7
Pick 5: 1-5-6-3-1
Rolling Cash: 22-23-30-

35-39
Estimated jackpot:

$296,000

In 2018, Portland
Mayor Randy
Geesaman received a
letter indicating that
the city has been award-
ed $30,000 from the Indi-
ana Office of  Communi-
ty and Rural Affairs. At
the time, the grant cov-
ered the cost of  creat-
ing an official redevel-
opment plan with the
help of  a professional
planning firm.
In 2018, Jay County

Solid Waste Manage-
ment District educator
Bettie Jacobs informed
the district board that
she and director
Samantha Rhodehamel
were working with Jay

School Corporation to
find a home for at least
2,000 books from the
former library at Pen-
nville Elementary
School.
In 2020, Randolph

County added its name
to the list of  Indiana
counties with con-
firmed cases of  COVID-
19. Two presumptive
positive cases were
reported by the Ran-
dolph County Health
Department. At the
time, Jay and Blackford
counties were two of
just 23 counties in Indi-
ana without reported
cases of  the virus.

—The CR

Today
5 p.m. — Jay County

Redevelopment Com-
mission, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.
6 p.m. — Dunkirk

Park Board, city build-
ing, 131 S. Main St.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audi-
torium, courthouse, 120
N. Court St., Portland.
3:45 p.m. — Jay County

Solid Waste Management
District Board, 5948 W.
Indiana 67, Portland.

Tuesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion Board, Communi-
ty Resource Center, 118
S. Meridian St., Port-
land.
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.
6:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council executive
session, council cham-
bers, fire station, 1616
N. Meridian St., Port-
land.
7 p.m. — Salamonia

Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.
7 p.m. — Pennville

Town Council, town
hall, 105 N. Washington
St.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of
Richards Restaurant. All
women are invited to
attend. The club includes
activities and devotional
time.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community
Center.
PORTLAND ROTARY

CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.
EUCHRE CLUB — Will

meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of  each
month at Chalet Village

Health and Rehabilita-
tion in the North Lounge.
COMMUNITY REIN-

FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for help-
ing families affected by
addiction meets at 4 p.m.
each Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.
PORTLAND EAGLES

— Will meet at 6 p.m., on
the second and fourth
Wednesday of  the month
at the Eagles’ lodge, 320 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
LAWYERS IN

LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consultations
with a lawyer are avail-
able from 10 a.m. to noon
at Jay County Public
Library, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland. Consulting is
available on topics includ-
ing divorce, custody,
guardianship, tenant-
landlord issues, bankrupt-
cy, debt collection, estates
and immigration. Those
interested in participating
should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.

Votaw St., Portland.
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792. 
MISSISSINEWA CHAP-

TER OF THE NATIONAL
SOCIETY OF THE
DAUGHTERS OF THE
AMERICAN REVOLU-
TION — Will meet at 4:30
p.m. Thursday, March 28,
at Jay County Historical
Society. Contact regent
Kathy Selman at (260) 251-
1694 or Sue Sommers at
(260) 726-2678 for ques-
tions.
DEMENTIA SUPPORT

GROUP — Meets at 5:30
p.m. at Persimmon Ridge
Rehabilitation Centre, 200
N. Park St., Portland.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: My son
just told me his daughter,
age 26, is getting breast
enhancement surgery. My
question is, how do I
address that when next I
see her, probably in sever-
al months? It’s not like
commenting on a new hair
color or hairdo. Old men
commenting on female
anatomy, particularly that
part, are not looked upon
favorably. 
As I see it, there are two

ways that this goes. One,
she mentions it to me —
probably not likely to hap-
pen. So, since she got the
surgery to make a visible
difference, how should I
react? Two, she does not
mention it. Without an

introduction to the sub-
ject, I’m not sure I should
make any response. Could
my silence be perceived as
a negative or as a lack of
approval? I’d appreciate
your help in formulating a
response before it
becomes necessary. —
COOL GRANDPA IN
TEXAS
DEAR GRANDPA: If

your granddaughter
mentions it — and she

very well may — tell her
she looks terrific. Look
her in the EYE when
you say it. If  she does
NOT raise the subject,
play it cool and keep
your lips zipped.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: For two

years, I’ve been having
an affair with my mar-
ried neighbor, “Reed.” All
of  a sudden, his step-
daughter broke up with
her boyfriend because he
cheated on her, and now
Reed has broken it off
with me — saying he
needs to be a role model
to his kids. I’m sorry his
daughter is hurting, but
if  she hadn’t broken up
with her boyfriend, Reed

would still want this
between us. Please tell
me what I should do to
get over him. — CUT OFF
IN FLORIDA
DEAR CUT OFF: Look

inward. Examine the
reason you started an
affair with someone
who was unavailable.
While it may have been
fun in the short term, if
you wanted anything
more, it was a sad waste
of  time. When Reed saw
the pain his daughter’s
boyfriend’s cheating
caused her, I suspect he
realized how much his
behavior could affect
his family. Or, he was
tired of  sneaking
around. By ending this

affair, he has done you
both a favor. Once you
recognize it, you can
move on.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: Keith and

I met online close to a year
and a half  ago. We live 400
miles apart and have visit-
ed each other a couple of
times since. I’m a single
mom in my mid-30s and
live close to family. Keith’s
around the same age and
lives very close to extend-
ed family of  mine. 
I have recently realized

that I may be in love with
him. I would like to con-
fess my feelings and move
to where he is if  my feel-
ings are reciprocated.
How do I approach this

subject? I’m tired of  going
through the motions. I
need something good and
constant in my life. I don’t
want to always wonder
“what if ?” — READY TO
TAKE A STEP
DEAR READY: Has

Keith ever told you that
he misses you after
these visits? If  he has, it
would be an indication
that your feelings are
reciprocated. If  he has-
n’t, start by telling him
how much you have
enjoyed your visits and
that you miss HIM. How
he responds is impor-
tant because it may
open the door to where
you want to take your
friendship.

Zeta Alpha chapter of  Delta
Theta Tau sorority met on Thurs-
day, March 13, 2025. President Sue
Ann McLaughlin opened the
meeting with the following
attending: Kathy Nelson, Sharon

Hammers, Mary Miller, Susan
Louck, Jackie McCollum, Bonnie
Seward, Bobbi Louck, Jana
Brighton, Linda Lowe, Shelbi
Blankenbaker, Piper Blanken-
baker and Lorrie Younger.

We received several thank you
notes from those remembered by
our sisters. A slate for the 2025-
2026 nominated officers was
exchanged. 
We are looking forward to par-

ticipating in the Beta Province
Convention this fall. Our annual
anniversary party will be next
month in April with exciting
activities. April will also bring
our geranium sales.

Refreshments were provided
by hostesses Sharon Hammers
and Jackie McCollum. Kathy
Nelson was our Lucky Lady, and
Jackie McCollum won the Pot of
Gold.

Sorority news

Grandpa anticipates delicate conversation
Dear
Abby

It’s that time of  year for
another Fort Recovery tradi-
tion.
Psi Iota Xi will host Brick

Street Market from 10 to 2 p.m.
April 26 in downtown Fort
Recovery.
More than 30 vendors will be

set up along Wayne Street, includ-
ing food trucks and booths for
children. Friends of  the Fort
Recovery Library will also host a
puppet show from 10 a.m. to noon
in front of  the library, and an art
show with Fort Recovery Middle
and High School students’ work
will be on display at the library.
For more information, contact

Psi Iota Xi at theta.zeta.fortrecov
ery@gmail.com or  visit  Fort
Recovery Psi  Iota  Xi on Face-
book.

WOW scholarships
Win on the Wabash Super Raf-

fle will be awarding 20 seniors
this year from the local area

with $1,000 scholarships. Sen-
iors who have demonstrated a
dedication to volunteerism and
community service throughout
high school will be awarded. 
Requirements are students

must be a United States citi-
zen, must have logged commu-
nity service hours throughout
their high school career and
must be a senior enrolled in
school in Jay County, Mercer
County, Ohio, Darke County,
Ohio, Auglaize County, Ohio,
or Shelby County, Ohio.
The deadline to apply is Mon-

day.

Program offered
ReSprout Therapy is launching

a program to provide free devel-
opmental checkups to newborns
and toddlers.
The program, a partnership

with The Portland Foundation
and the Early Years Initiative,
will provide free checkups for
children younger than 4 years
old. 
Parents will receive a report

card on their child’s skill mastery
and areas for improvement dur-
ing checkups, and children will
receive a free developmental toy
from Topsy Turvy Toys. There

will also be a Spanish interpreter
available to assist families.

Deadline approaching
It’s not too late to apply for Jay

County Solid Waste Management
District’s scholarship program.
The district will be awarding

two Jay County High School sen-
iors with $250 scholarships. To
qualify, students must have vol-
unteered with a group or organi-
zation manning recycling drop
off  centers throughout Jay Coun-
ty during their high school
career. Applications are due
before Monday.

Brick Street Market returns in April
Taking
Note
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Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from March 25,
2015. Quick connection has its ben-
efits. But there is also something to
be said for the benefit of  slowing
down. Every once in a while, set
your phone aside and slow down.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review
News travels faster these days.
Scandals are unveiled, reviled

and forgotten in the blink of  an
eye.
The jury is still out on whether

that’s a good thing or a bad thing.
But it’s real.
As I write these words, the TV

broadcast of  the Oscars is going
on in the other room.
In some ways, it’s appropriate

that there’s a month-long time lag
between this composition and its
publication. Because that’s the
way it used to be.
And because I’ve been thinking

about the pop culture time lag

that used to be the norm.
Sure, when I was a kid, the

Oscars were broadcast on live TV
just as they are today. That hasn’t
changed.
But these days, the folks at The

Ritz have already screened nearly
all of  the nominated movies
before the Oscars are presented.
Once upon a time, that wasn’t

the case.
The movies, it seemed, traveled

by pony express.
A blockbuster would open in

New York or Los Angeles for a
period of  weeks. Then it might

play in markets like Chicago or
Boston or Philadelphia for anoth-
er period of  weeks, maybe over-
lapping with the first presenta-
tion. Then it might make its way
to Cincinnati or Atlanta or Indi-
anapolis. Then, painfully slowly
if  you liked movies, it could show
up on screens in Fort Wayne or
maybe even Muncie. And then
the Hines would get its chance or
the Main in Dunkirk. For a little
screen like The Key in Redkey,
more than half  a year could pass
between the initial release and a
local chance to see the movie.
So what did we do in between if

we were movie fans?
We dreamed. We imagined.

And we anticipated.
One of  my buddies — Tom —

was a devoted newsstand pur-
chaser of  a magazine called
Screen Stories.
It wasn’t the usual fan maga-

zine. Instead of  (or in addition to)

articles about movie stars and
their divorces and foibles, it pro-
vided plot synopses to movies
that had been released but hadn’t
yet been screened in Podunk.
Buy a copy of  Screen Stories

and you could read all about the
plot of  “El Cid” or “Kitten with a
Whip” or “The Guns of
Navarone” in advance. It was the
print equivalent of  having some-
one at an early screening with a
video camera and the ability to
market pirate copies.
And for those of  us frustrated

in those days by the slow pace of
media delivery, it was something
of  a blessing. If  you read Screen
Stories — and I read Tom’s copies
pretty closely — you knew some-
thing about the movies even
before the movies came to town,
and that’s a great help if  you are
an insecure teenager who would
like to be considered cool at least
once in awhile.

Today, of  course, all that’s
gone.
The tidal wave of  media con-

tent washes over us every day
until we’re numb. Movies reach
small towns like those in Jay
County in record time.
Then again, another factor

enters in: Age.
With every passing year, we

find ourselves less and less con-
nected to popular culture. Name a
recording artist, and I’m likely to
respond with a blank stare. And
with the Oscars, it’s just as bad.
This year, as I can still hear

from the other room, my wife and
I had only one connection to the
awards. Reese Witherspoon had
been nominated for her role in
“Wild.”
And how did we know that? We

had read the book.
That’s another of  those slow-

delivery media that deserves a
mention now and then.

Slowing down is not a bad thing
Back
in the
Saddle

By SULMA ARIAS
OtherWords
No matter who we voted

for, no one wants to see our
grandparents forced onto
the street, our schools
without teachers, or our
babies dying because there
are no more hospitals. Yet
all of  these things will hap-
pen in the United States if
deep cuts to essential pro-
grams like Social Security,
SNAP, Medicare, and Medi-
caid take effect.
Greedy oligarchs like

Elon Musk think democra-
cy is just another shiny toy
their billions can buy —
that there’s no politician or
public institution they
can’t bend to serve their
will. They want deep cuts
to lifesaving services to
fund massive tax breaks for
the super-rich and for giant
corporations.
They also want to dis-

mantle our democratic
institutions as fast as they
can, so the harm is done
before the people who will
suffer most — you and I —
have time to respond.
Republican leaders are

trying to push nearly $1
trillion in cuts to essential
services through Congress,
while Musk chainsaws his
way through the federal
agencies that protect our
water, air, and health.
Many lives will be lost as a
result.
But Musk’s real goal is to

distract us from the nearly
$5 trillion in tax breaks for
corporations and the rich
that he and other billion-
aires want President
Trump to make perma-
nent.
Lawmakers and progres-

sive organizations have
been slow to react to the
speed and barbarity of
these actions. Many of  us
are mired in a mix of
shock, anger, and disbelief,
while a sense of  fear and
frustration is setting in
among the broader public.
Most still don’t understand
the scope of  the destruc-
tion underway — or are
simply ignoring it, hoping
it won’t touch them or their
loved ones.
This is all about to

change.
The harms caused by

these deep cuts to essential
services affect so many of
us, in all walks of  life,
that constituents’ anger is
boiling over. For many
Americans, it’s never been
clearer that this is a fight
between the very richest of
the rich — the top 1%, who
control nearly 16 times as
much wealth as the bottom
half  — and the rest of  us.

It’s not about who you
voted for. It’s about who
gets to live with dignity.
Grassroots, member-led

groups like the one I
lead, People’s Action, are
stepping up to defend work-
ing people. We won’t wait
on the sidelines while our
members’ families and
communities get hurt.
We brought our mem-

bers from 60 congressional
districts to Washington to
tell lawmakers directly
how these cuts will affect
their families. And as
members of  Congress
return home to their dis-
tricts, we’re making our
voices heard loud and clear
that they must work for us,
not for the greedy few.
The oligarchs underesti-

mate the resolve of  these
millions of  people from
every background, who
rely on essential programs
like the Veterans Adminis-
tration, Social Security,
SNAP, Medicare, and Medi-
caid.
We do have the power to

stop this, but only if
we organize. Millions of
people are starting to push
back, and community
groups need to be ready to
help them make sense of
this moment, and channel
their anger and frustration
into effective ways to
strengthen our democracy.
Grassroots groups can

show people how to find a
new sense of  community at
the state and local levels, as
well as ways they can par-
ticipate in a national strat-
egy to defend and expand
the programs we all rely
on. I urge you to find one in
your community.
The stakes couldn’t be

higher. The longer we wait,
the more harm that will be
done — and the more lives
that will be lost. It’s time
for every one of  us to go on
the offense to save our
democracy.

••••••••••
Arias is executive director

of  People’s Action, the
nation’s largest network of
grassroots power-building
groups, with more than a
million members in 30
states.
OtherWords is a free edi-

torial service published by
the Institute for Policy Stud-
ies.

Go on offense 
for democracy

Sulma
Arias

The Virginian-Pilot
Tribune News Service
It’s been five years since the

world came to a sudden halt. Out-
breaks of  a deadly coronavirus —
first in China, then in Italy and
Iran, and then seemingly every-
where at once — prompted the
World Health Organization to
declare the virus a global pandem-
ic on March 11, 2020, bringing the
full scope of  danger into clear
view.
We could not know what would

follow — the unimaginable death
toll, the hardship of  isolation and
the fraying of  our social fabric —
nor could we predict the heroism
and courage of  those who worked
tirelessly to protect public health,
help their neighbors and save
lives.
But five years on, we are less

prepared for another outbreak,
which scientists say is inevitable
in an ever-changing world. So it is
valuable to consider what we
learned, what mistakes were
made, and what’s needed to protect
us in the future.
The New York Times reported,

on Jan. 1, 2020, about a respiratory
illness that had sickened scores of
people in Wuhan, China. Authori-
ties there were tight-lipped about
the scope and severity of  the dis-
ease — silence that would imperil
the world — but it was evident
early on that this was no ordinary
flu strain affecting one of  China’s
most populous cities.
In mere weeks, the WHO

declared the virus a global emer-
gency as other countries reported
cases. Travel restrictions were
imposed, and screenings at transit
centers — airports, train stations
— sought to contain the spread.
But the insidious nature of  the ill-

ness rendered those efforts fruit-
less.
The virus was everywhere. And

on March 11, the WHO labeled it a
pandemic, the first declared since
HIV/AIDS 38 years earlier. At the
time, there were 118,000 COVID-19
cases reported in 114 countries and
4,291 total deaths.
As in other parts of  the country,

Hampton Roads and Virginia took
extraordinary measures to protect
public health, which included
restrictions on businesses, schools
and even outdoor recreation.
Some — moving schools to virtual

learning, restricting non-essential
businesses — were effective in slow-
ing the spread of  infection. Others,
such as closing beaches, parks and
playgrounds, were well intentioned
but flawed. In hindsight, school clo-
sures lasted too long; prolonged iso-
lation took a dangerous toll on our
population.
But COVID-19 killed at least 7 mil-

lion people worldwide, including an
estimated 1.2 million Americans.
It’s believed the virus infected more
than 80% of  U.S. residents; an
untold number, believed to be in the
tens of  millions, suffer lasting
effects from the disease, an array of
symptoms referred to as “long-
COVID.”
Those numbers would be far

greater were it not for the strong
measures taken and the remarkable
work of  health professionals and
medical researchers who found

ways to battle the disease. Best prac-
tices were shared, effective thera-
peutics deployed, and a vaccine
developed in remarkable time under
the Trump administration and dis-
tributed under the Biden adminis-
tration helped stem the tide.
The vaccine was the greatest

achievement in the pandemic, suc-
cess that stemmed from focused fed-
eral leadership of  Operation Warp
Speed, determined work by private
industry, seamless cooperation by
state and local officials, and a public
eager to see things return to nor-
mal.
But it’s impossible to believe that

so many would have died were
those same elements evident in
other areas of  our pandemic
response. Recall states bidding
against each other for protective
equipment and other needs for lack
of  a coordinated federal response,
or state officials emerging as a
more trustworthy source of  reliable
health information as President
Donald Trump pushed unproven
remedies and sowed distrust in pub-
lic health systems that stood in
stark contrast to the work of  Opera-
tion Warp Speed.
Politicization of  the COVID-19

response reduced the appetite for a
thorough review or an honest
accounting of  how to improve. As a
result, the nation is less prepared
for another pandemic, and a larger
portion of  the public is apt to be
skeptical of  efforts to confront
future outbreaks, even when such
measures are necessary.
Five years on, our communities

and our nation haven’t come to
terms with the overwhelming trau-
ma inflicted by this virus. Until we
do, we will be less likely to forcibly
and collectively confront the next
one, which will undoubtedly come.

Anniversary finds us less prepared
Guest
Editorial



ACCULEVEL. YOUR
foundation repair and
basement waterproofing
experts. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or
concrete slab weíll guide
you on the right path to a
healthy home. Act now!
Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free
consultation. 1-877-229-
0197
ADVERTISERS:  You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $300.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
BECOME A  Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution.
CALL FOR  Your Free
Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/hoosier
CALL LEAFGUARD
and say goodbye to gut-
ter cleaning for good. No
cleaning. No leaking. No
water damage. No more
ladder accidents. Get
LeafGuard today and be
protected for life. FREE
estimate. Financing
available. 20% off total
purchase (Restrictions
may apply.) Call 1-866-
641-9158
CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR  - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no
hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and
text, starting at just
$20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-
572-5165
DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-
844-244-7025 www.den-
tal50plus.com/hoosier
#6258
DIRECTV-  All your
entertainment. Nothing
on your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first
three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice
package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931
DO YOU  know whatís in
your water? Leaf Home
Water Solutions offers
FREE water testing and
whole home water treat-
ment systems that can
be installed in as little
one day. 15% off your
entire purchase. Plus
10% senior & military
discounts. Restrictions
apply. Schedule your
FREE test today. Call 1-
855-966-4836
DONATE YOUR  car,
truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-877-414-
2352 today!
ELIMINATE GUTTER
cleaning forever! LeafFil-
ter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. Plus 10%
Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-361-
4260
FREEDOMCARE. LET
your loved ones care for
you and get paid!†Paid
by Medicaid. Choose
family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check
your eligibility today! Call
FreedomCare now! 1-
844-563-4012

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in

The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new job,

the Classifieds deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

The Commercial Review
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MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 
• Dental • Vision

• Medicare
Supplements •

Annuities

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

ySPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Peanuts

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Rose is Rose

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Agnes

Rose is Rose

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

g

Hi and Lois

Agnes

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Hi and Lois

B t F i d

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  Between Friends

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Blondie

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Snuffy Smith

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

Beetle Bailey

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

  

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com



GET A  break on your
taxes! Donate your car,
truck, or SUV to assist
the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift,
no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call
Heritage for the Blind
Today at 1-833-587-2145
today!
IF YOU HAD KNEE OR
HIP REPLACE and suf-
fered an infection
between 2020 and the
present time, you may be
entitled to compensation.
Call Attorney Charles H.
Johnson 1-800-535-5727
JACUZZI BATH
Remodel can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one
day. For a limited time,
waiving ALL installation
costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-
866-937-1159
NEW WINDOWS  from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer - zero
down, zero payments,
zero interest for TWO
years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE!
Offer is valid for select
models. Labor not includ-
ed. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
PREPARE FOR  power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-866-
953-2203 today to
schedule a free quote.
Itís not just a generator.
Itís a power move.
PREPARE FOR  power
outages with Briggs &
StrattonÆ PowerPro-
tect(TM) standby genera-
tors - the most powerful
home standby genera-
tors available. Industry-
leading comprehensive
warranty - 7 years ($849
value.) Proudly made in
the U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-877-798-0270.
SAFE STEP.  North
Americaís #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and
service. Now featuring
our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-855-743-
1911
SUNSETTER. AMERI-
CAÍS  Number One
Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or
patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year lim-
ited warranty. Call now
and SAVE $350 today! 1-
855-801-2797

WE BUY  Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-
855-655-7718
WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews. Call
877-329-1207

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos

allowed on Classified
Page 

Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,

business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and

sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday April 5th, 2025

TIME 10:00 A.M. 
LOCATED: 9514 N

100W,
Ridgeville, IN

SUV-GOLF CART-
TRACTOR-TOOLS

2011 Ford Escape XLT
w/ 80,000 miles. Club
Car Gas Golf Cart w/
Carryall. Ford Golden
Jubilee Tractor. Bush

Hog 5í 3pt Mower.
Craftsman Table Saw,
Planer, and Radial Arm
Saw. 200 gallon Over-
head Fuel Tank. Hog

Panels.
ANTIQUES-FURNI-

TURE-MISC.
(2) Street Lights. Cast
RR-W Sign. Chambers

Gas Cooking Stove.
Steamer Trunks. Forge
Horse tie-down. Large
lot of Deer Antlers and
Mounts. Four Compart-
ment Chicken Nester.
Dress-making Man-
nequin. Tigerwood 2
door Chest. Oak Ice

Chest. Handmade Doll
Collection. Portland

Forge and Ridgeville Sil-
ver Coins.  Hotpoint
Refrigerator.  Large

Cedar Chest. Sofa. (3)
Recliners. 

Playground and Spring-
Loaded Ride-On Play

Ground Set.
OWNER: CHARLENE
WHITENACK ESTATE

Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION

SATURDAY, MARCH
29TH, 2025
9:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 3430 W
State Road 67, Portland,
IN or 3 Ω miles west of

Portland at the corner of
Hwy 67 and County

Road 200 South.
NOW ACCEPTING
CONSIGNMENTS

UNTIL
NOON. THURSDAY,
MARCH 27TH, 2025. 

HEAVY EQUIPMENT-
FARM TRACTORS-
FARM EQUIPMENT
Case SR 210B Skid-

loader w/ CHA high flow,
765 hours.   Internation-
al 354 Tractor w/ Bush
Hog,  International 15í
Disc., Kil Brothers 24í

Rolling Basket, (2) J&M
250 bu. hopper wagons.

TRUCKS-TRAILERS-
AUTOS

2021 Dodge 3500 Single
Axel Dump w/ 6.7L.

Cummins,  2005 Ford
Single Axel Dump Truck
56,000 miles, 6.0 Diesel,
2000 Freightliner Semi

FL112 w/ C13 CAT
Engine, 2013 Chevy Tra-

verse LT 4x4, 
18í Car Hauler Trailer,
16í Enclosed Trailer.

MOWERS-RTVS-SUP-
PORT EQUIPMENT-

MISC.
Kubota 2G 327 Zero
turn Mower,  Snapper
Pro ST50 w/ Bagger,
Ryan 24î Sod Cutter.,  

Club Car 48 Volt Electric
Golf Cart, Pallet Forks,

Cement Mixer, (2) West-
ern 2&3 Ton Salt

Spreaders, Large Lot of
Landscaping Pavers,
Blocks, and Bricks.

Approximately 150 Trees
including Oak, Maple,
Elm, and Pine. Rose
Bushes. Shrubs. Misc

Plants.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Indiana Sales Tax will be
collected at this auction.
AREA CONTRACTORS
& FARMERS OWNERS 

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587
www.auctionzip.com ñ
Auctioneer ID #4243

REAL ESTATE PUBLIC
AUCTION

Located: 722 E Main St,
Portland, IN 

Friday Afternoon
April 11th, 2025

5:00 P. M.
REAL ESTATE

This home sits on a 30í
x 157í lot with 2 bed-

rooms, 1 bathroom and
792 sq. ft. of living area.

This home is heated
with a Warm Morning
stove and has a gas

water heater.  There is a
detached garage and a
utility shed.  This home
has a cement driveway,
a covered back porch
and a nice size yard.

For more information or
private showing contact
Loy Real Estate 260-
726-2700 or Gary Loy
Auctioneer at 260-726-

5160.
Personal property to sell

immediately following
real estate.

JANICE STUCKY
ESTATE

by Herb Hummel Per-
sonal Rep.

Josh Atkinson Attorney
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

HIRING PART-TIME
INSERTER Hours vary
each week. Apply at The
Graphic Printing Compa-
ny ï The Commercial
Review 309 West Main
Street ï Portland, IN
47371 Office Hours: 10
am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Fri-
day NO PHONE CALLS
PLEASE. Equal opportu-
nity employer.
HELP WANTED Family
oriented business need-
ing Class B CDL drivers
to pick up and deliver
new and used trucks, to

and from the Fort Wayne
area. $0.60 per mile. All
expenses paid. Full and
part-time positions avail-
able. Retirees welcome.
Call Greg at 260-433-
3537 or email
gregbrite@hotmail.com.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.
ALUMINUM SHEETS

23”x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, distri-
bution, offices, inside and
outdoor storage. Easy
access to major high-
ways and railroad access
with loading docks and
overhead cranes avail-
able. Contact Sycamore
Group, 419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvag

Page 6 Classifieds The Commercial Review
Wednesday, March 26, 2025

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS 60 SERVICES 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110  HELP WANTED

190 FARMERS
COLUMN

Public Notice
Notice is hereby given that the Tax Duplicates for the several taxing units of Jay County, for the year 2024 payable 2025, 

are now in the hands of the County Treasurer, who is ready to receive the taxes charged thereon.  The following table shows the rate of taxation on each $100.00 worth of taxable real 

personal property.  First installment is due on or before and delinquent after May 12, 2025.  Second installment is delinquent after November 10, 2025.

2024 pay 2025 Tax Rates Penn Pennville Dunkirk Bearcreek Bryant Greene Jackson Jefferson Knox Madison Salamonia Noble Pike Richland Redkey Wabash Wayne Portland

Co Cum Capital Dev 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333 0.0333

JEMS 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217

County General 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893 0.3893

County Health 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235 0.0235

Cumulative Bridge 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500 0.0500

Jay Co Jail Lease Payments 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507 0.0507

Reassessment 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126 0.0126

County Total 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811 0.5811

Twshp Cum Fire 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0181 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Twshp Fire Fighting 0.0199 0.0000 0.0000 0.0244 0.0000 0.0177 0.0400 0.0173 0.0135 0.0068 0.0000 0.0093 0.0207 0.0197 0.0000 0.0147 0.0558 0.0000

Twshp General 0.0481 0.0481 0.0174 0.0341 0.0341 0.0094 0.0293 0.0093 0.0596 0.0116 0.0116 0.0161 0.0227 0.0174 0.0174 0.0231 0.0038 0.0038

Twshp Poor 0.0123 0.0123 0.0113 0.0032 0.0032 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0058 0.0039 0.0039 0.0000 0.0000 0.0113 0.0113 0.0000 0.0211 0.0211

Twshp Recreation 0.0123 0.0123 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Township Total 0.0926 0.0727 0.0287 0.0617 0.0373 0.0271 0.0693 0.0266 0.0789 0.0404 0.0155 0.0254 0.0434 0.0484 0.0287 0.0378 0.0807 0.0249

Library Debt Service 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Library General 0.0353 0.0353 0.2226 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673

Library Total 0.0353 0.0353 0.2226 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673 0.0673

School Education 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

School Operation 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806 0.5806

School Debt Service 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835 0.3835

School Pension Debt 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164 0.0164

School Total 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805 0.9805

Corp Aviation/Airport 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0507

Corp Cum Cap Improv 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0973 0.0000 0.0000 0.0500

Corp Cum Capital Dev 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0500

Corp Police Pension 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Corp General 0.0000 1.12290 1.6128 0.0000 0.7571 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.2239 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 1.6254 0.0000 0.0000 0.9492

Corp Parks & Recreation 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0536 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.1127

Corp Park Bond 0.0000 0.00000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0463

Corp Street (MVH) 0.0000 0.00000 0.1791 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.3461

City Total 0.0000 1.1229 1.7919 0.0000 0.8107 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.2239 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 1.7227 0.0000 0.0000 1.6050

Total Tax Rate 1.6895 2.7925 3.6048 1.6906 2.4769 1.6560 1.6982 1.6555 1.7078 1.6693 1.8683 1.6543 1.6723 1.6773 3.3803 1.6667 1.7096 3.2588

State of Indiana, Jay County, SS:  I, Emily Franks, Auditor of Jay County, hereby certify that the above is a correct copy of all tax levies for the taxes collectible in the year 2024 pay 2025.

Emily Franks, Jay County Auditor

CR 3-19,26,4-2-2025 --HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

  Public Notice
Greene Township, Jay County, Indiana

Cash and Investments Combined Statement - 2024
Beg. Cash End Cash

Local Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.
Fund Name Jan 1, 2024 Receipts Disbursements Dec 31, 2024

Number
Governmental Activities Fund

01 Township General Fund $1,489.18 $20,771.19 $14,770.41 $7,489.96
11 Firefighting Fund $19,178.82 $20,959.53 $16,802.51 $23,335.84
61 Rainy Day Fund $2,368.35 $0.00 $0.00 $2,368.35
81 Township Assistance Fund $6,334.71 $0.00 $395.25 $5,939.46
91 Levy Excess Fund $118.72 $0.00 $0.00 $118.72
95 Payroll Withholdings Fund $166.66 $711.72 $711.72 $166.66

GRAND TOTAL $29,656.44 $42,442.44 $32,679.89 $39,418.99
CR 3-26-2025 -HSPAXLP

  Public Notice
Knox Township, Jay County, Indiana

Cash and & Investments combined Statement
Local Beg. Cash End Cash 
Fund Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.
Number Name Jan. 1, 2024 Receipts Disbursements Dec. 31, 2024 
Government Activities
0101 TOWNSHIP FUND -$4,378.11 $12,238.32 $3,614.46 $4,245.75
0840 TOWNSHIP ASSISTANCE $1,225.68 $0.00 $0.00 $1,225.68
1111 TOWNSHIP FIRE 

AND EMS FUND $7,990.14 $8,080.69 $6,860.34 $9,210.49
9999 PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS -$$1,083.70 $0.00 $0.00 -$$1,083.70

GRAND TOTAL $3,754.01 $20,319.01 $10,474.80 $13,598.22
CR 3-26-2025 - HSPAXLP

  Public Notice
Wabash Township, Jay County, Indiana

Cash and Investments Combined Statement - 2024
Beg. Cash End Cash

Local Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.
Fund Name Jan 1, 2024 Receipts Disbursements Dec 31, 2024

Number
Governmental Activities
Governmental Activities

0061 Rainy Day $9,315.34 $0.00 $1,500.00 $7,815.34
1 Fire Fighting $269.88 $17,818.26 $17,877.84 $210.30
2 Township $27,568.61 $26,343.32 $19,171.77 $34,740.16
3 Township Assistance $8,175.69 $0.00 $0.00 $8,175.69

Total All Funds $45,329.52 $44,161.58 $38,549.61 $50,941.49
State of Indiana
SS: Jay County
I, Jason M. Rosenbeck, Trustee of Wabash Township, Jay County, Indiana, do solemnly affirm under the
penalty of perjury that the preceding report is complete, true and correct; that the sum with which I
am charged in this report are all of the sums received by me; and that the various items of expenditures
credited have been fully paid in the sums stated; that such payments were made without express or
implied agreement that any portion thereof shall be retained by or repaid to me or any other person.
I further affirm that a complete and detailed annual report, together with all accompanying vouchers
showing the names of persons having been paid money by the township, have been filed as required
by law in the office of the County Auditor, and that copies of such annual report are in custody of the
Township Board and the State Board of Accounts.  Said report is subject to inspection by any taxpayer
of the township.
Jason M. Rosenbeck, Wabash Township Trustee
Telephone:260-251-9848
Date this report was to be published March 26, 2025
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, the Chairman of the Township Board of Wabash
Township at its annual meeting this 11th day of February, 2025
Sarah M. Davidson, Wabash Township Board Chairman
This report was received, accepted, and approved by the Township Board at its annual meeting, this
11th day of February, 2025
Wabash Township Board:
Sarah M Davidson, Beverly Westgerdes, Jane Martin
CR-3-26-2025-HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
That on 04/28/25 at 10:30 a.m. a
sale will be held at 1237 N US
Hwy 27(PARK OFFICE) Port-
land IN, for the sale of the mo-
bile home located at: 1237 N
US Hwy 27, Lot 135, Portland
IN 47371 to sell the following
articles to enforce a lien ex-
isting under the laws of the
State of INDIANA against
such articles for labor, ser-
vices, skill or material ex-
pended upon a storage
furnished for such articles at
the request of the following
designated persons, unless
such articles are redeemed
within thirty days of the pub-
lication of this notice.

Name: Lonnie E Stephen
Name: Crossroads Finan-
cial Fed Credit Union
Vin #: 010P09902
1988 HPK 14 x 68
Lien: $ 381.71

CR 3-26, 4-2-2025-HSPAXLP
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READ THE CR THEN RECYCLE
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MID-SIZED ADS, MASSIVE DEALS
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2x5 – $52
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2x7 – $73
3x6 – $94

Add color for 
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f black-and-white ads

MID-SIZED ADS, MASSIVE DEALS
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hecrL.Cochran@thecr.com.com or (260) 726-8141
mmemmercial Review

Sports on tap
Local schedule

Thursday
Fort Recovery — Softball vs. Memorial – 5

p.m.; Baseball scrimmage at Parkway – 5 p.m.

Friday
Fort Recovery — Softball vs. Bradford – 5

p.m.

TV sports
Today

12:30 a.m. — MMA: Professional Fighters
League (ESPN2)

2 p.m. — Alpine World Cup: Giant Slalom
(USA)

3 p.m. — World Figure Skating Champi-
onships (USA)

5 p.m. — College basketball CBI champi-
onship (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — College basketball NIT: Kent State
at Loyola Chicago (ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Los Angeles Lakers at
Indiana Pacers (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — NHL: New Jersey Devils at
Chicago Blackhawks (TNT)

9 p.m. — College basketball NIT: UAB at UC
Irvine (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — NBA: Boston Celtics at Phoenix
Suns (ESPN)

10 p.m. — NHL: Dallas Stars at Edmonton
Oilers (TNT)

Thursday
2 p.m. — Alpine World Cup: Women’s Slalom

(USA)
3 p.m. — World Figure Skating Champi-

onships (USA)
3:05 p.m. — MLB: Milwaukee Brewers at

New York Yankees (ESPN)
4:05 p.m. — MLB: Philadelphia Phillies at

Washington Nationals (NBC)
6 p.m. — Women’s college lacrosse: Ohio

State at Michigan (BTN)
7 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at Washing-

ton Wizards (FDSN Indiana)
7:09 p.m. — NCAA Tournament Sweet 16:

BYU vs. Alabama (CBS)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: Detroit Tigers at Los
Angeles Dodgers (ESPN)

7:39 p.m. — NCAA Tournament Sweet 16:
Maryland vs. Florida (TBS)

8 p.m. — Women’s college lacrosse: North-
western at North Carolina (BTN)

8 p.m. — World Figure Skating Champi-
onships (USA)

8:30 p.m. — College hockey: Minnesota vs.
UMass Amherst (ESPN2)

9:39 p.m. — NCAA Tournament Sweet 16:
Arizona vs. Duke (CBS)

10 p.m. — NHL: Los Angeles Kings at Col-
orado Avalanche (ESPN); Edmonton Oilers at
Seattle Kraken (NCB)

10:09 p.m. — NCAA Tournament Sweet 16:

Arkansas vs. Texas Tech (TBS)

Local notes
Registration open

Registration for the 35th annual Flat 50
Plus bicycle ride in Adams County is now
open. To register, visit RunSignUp.com.

There are rides ranging from 20 to 100
miles long.

The event will be held at 7 a.m. Saturday,
June 21. It will start at Bellmont High School
and will have stops in Willshire, Geneva and
Monroe with refreshments.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,”

email details to sports@thecr.com.

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
Anna Roessner had a

strong indoor track sea-
son in 2024, setting up a
run to the state finals
once the Indians hit the
outdoors.
In 2025, she didn’t wait

for the outdoor season as
she brought home some
new gold hardware.
Roessner capped off  the

indoor track season at the
Ohio Association of
Track and Cross Country
Coaches Division VI state
meet, claiming the cham-
pionship in two events
and finishing as the run-
ner-up in one more.
The indoor track sea-

son treated Roessner well
last year prior to her
breakout outdoor season.
Last year’s progression
pushed the FRHS senior
to focus on her offseason
and indoor training even
further.
“I think that mentality

is a lot of  it,” Roessner
said. “I did all the same

training but I think this
year I really focused on
putting 100% effort into
everything I did. I’m try-
ing to eat better, just in
general be more confi-
dent at meets and telling
myself  ‘I trust myself, I
trust the process, I trust
my training and I trust in
God and it’ll go from
there.’”
She’s already seeing

the fruits of  her labor.
During the indoor state

meet, she brought home
the first place medal in
the 60-meter dash and the

400 dash. Roessner also
placed second in the 200
dash.
In the 60 dash, Roessner

ran a 7.58 to beat Audra
McMichael of
Spencerville by 0.44 sec-
onds. She topped the 400
dash by a similar margin
as her 56.42 second time
beat out Oberlin’s Olivia
Hudson by 0.38.
“I was pretty excited,”

Roessner said. “I think I
didn’t have as much com-
petition in the 60, so I
went in like, ‘I need to
win this.’ I went in pretty

confident so that wasn’t
surprising to me.
“The 400 I was pretty

happy about because it’s
not my favorite race
because it’s really hard.”
Roessner’s 24.56 time in

the 200 dash finished
behind Izzy Zahn (24.21)
of  Coldwater. The 0.35
second difference was an
improvement from the
2024 outdoor season,
when Zahn won the 200
state title by a 0.54 second
margin. (Roessner fin-
ished third in the outdoor
200 dash and beat Zahn

for fifth place in the 100
dash last season.)
There are some key dif-

ferences between the
indoor and outdoor sea-
sons, including who can
all participate, which
events are put on — the 60
dash isn’t in the outdoor
season — and who runs
the events as the former
isn’t sponsored by the
OHSAA.
So, while it isn’t a guar-

antee that Roessner’s
recent success will direct-
ly translate to the high
school season, her and

FRHS track coach
Christy Diller are hopeful
it is a good sign of  what’s
to come.
“Indoor has clearly

been a good thing for
her,” said Diller. (Roess-
ner was coached by Ty
Waters during the indoor
season as Fort Recovery
students participate on a
club team.) “Does that
translate to outdoor? Not
always. Now, in her case
last year she was able to
translate that very well
and I have super high
hopes for this year.”
The first look at Roess-

ner during the outdoor
season will come on Tues-
day, April 1, when the
Indians will open up their
season with a quad meet
at Marion Local.
Her brother, Isaac

Roessner also competed
at the indoor state meet
— he was one of  just two
sophomores. He placed
12th in the long jump (18
feet, 9 inches) and 15th in
the 400 dash (55.54).

Success indoors

Anna Roessner won a pair of indoor track state championships

‘I was pretty excited. I think I didn’t have as much
competition in the 60, so I went in like “I need to win this.”
I went in pretty confident so that wasn’t surprising to me.

The 400 I was pretty happy about because it’s not my favorite
race because it’s really hard.’

—Anna Roessner

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Anna
Roessner of the Fort
Recovery High School
track team crosses the
finish line ahead of the
field in an event during
the OHSAA district meet
at Spencerville in 2024.
Roessner won a pair of
state titles during the
indoor season and
finished as the runner-
up in a third.
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