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Tickets are on sale for two
performances by a Cincinnati
Circus duo that will close the
Eric R. Rogers Performance
Series at Arts Place. Perform-
ances are scheduled for 3 and 6
p.m. on Saturday, April 12. Tick-
ets are available at myarst-
place.org, by calling (260) 726-
4809 or by visiting Arts Place,
131 E. Walnut St., Portland.

Saturday — Coverage of
this week’s Portland Board of
Works meeting.

Tuesday — Results from
Saturday’s JCHS softball game
against Winchester.

In review Coming upWeather

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  50 degrees Tuesday.
The low was 30.

Rain is expected tonight with
a low in the upper 40s. 

Expect mostly cloudy skies
Friday with a chance of  show-

ers and a high in the upper 50s.
There is a chance of  thunder-
storms Friday night, with rain
in the forecast every day
through Monday.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Jay County Develop-
ment Corporation hopes to
have a new executive
director in place soon.

The organization’s
board of  directors voted
Tuesday to make a job
offer to a candidate after
discussing its options dur-
ing an executive session.

The vote authorized
board president Angela
Paxson to extend the offer.
She planned to do so on
Wednesday and said after
the meeting that she hopes
an agreement can be
reached with the candi-
date quickly. Paxson said
she believes that if  the
candidate is hired, they
will be able to start in their
new role relatively quickly.

Jay County Develop-
ment Corporation has
been without an executive
director since Travis
Richards resigned in mid-
November. He had served
in the role for seven years.

Paxson said there were
26 applicants for the posi-
tion, with the search com-
mittee narrowing the field
to four. Two candidates
were brought in for inter-
views.

She said no changes
were made to the job
description but that the
search committee empha-
sized working with local
government officials.

Jay County Develop-
ment Corporation and Jay
County Commissioners
reached a contract agree-
ment early in 2025 — it
runs through June 30 —
after they had been at odds
for more than two years.
The rift started when
county and municipal gov-
ernment officials began
pushing for more control
of  the organization’s exec-
utive committee beginning
in fall 2022. Commission-
ers at one point called for
Richards’ removal from
the executive director role
before pulling back on that
demand days later. 

See JCDC page 2
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A jam-packed agency bill
became even more behemoth
and wide-reaching on Tuesday
after a Senate committee
crammed in dozens of  other
provisions that largely deal
with local taxes.

The move drew a range of
questions from Democrats, all
of  whom voted against the
merge. Some Republicans were
also hesitant — and a GOP budg-
et leader was opposed altogeth-
er. 

House Bill 1427, now more

than 150 pages in length, was
originally focused on Depart-
ment of  Local Government and
Finance (DLGF) matters.

Embedded in the underlying
legislation was language around
DLGF rule-making, as well as
administrative policy changes

for various local taxes and
assessments.

But a massive amendment
approved by the Senate tax com-
mittee wrapped in all or parts of
three other bills: House Bill
1080 and Senate Bill 304, dealing
with innkeeper’s and food and

beverage taxes, and Senate Bill
290, which mostly addresses
local property tax levies.

Multiple other new changes
and provisions — like for profes-
sional sports and convention
center developments — were
additionally included.

The amended bill advanced 8-
5 to the full chamber, despite
unfavorable votes from Democ-
rats and top Republican Sen.
Ryan Mishler, R-Mishawaka.

Sen. Eric Bassler, R-Washing-
ton, one of  the bill’s Senate
sponsors, discussed the amend-
ment before the tax committee
and expressed concerns, too.

Because he is not a member of
the committee, the senator did
not participate in Tuesday’s
vote.

“I’m always a little bit leery to
have substantive policy changes
for the state in agency bills. If
the state is going to make a poli-
cy change, I’d rather those bills
kind of  be standalone lan-
guage,” Bassler said.

“I think that’s even more so in
this bill, because this is a 117-
page amendment to a 79-page
bill, and it deals with literally
dozens and dozens of  dozens of
issues,” he continued. 

See Merges page 2

Senate committee merges four local tax bills

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

The water park has a
new manager.

She’s a familiar face
from a familiar family.

Portland Park Board
hired Mara Bader on Tues-
day to be the manager of
Portland Water Park for
the 2025 season.

She follows her mother
Missy, who was its first
manager, and her sister
Eliza, who was its leader
for the last two summers.

“Of  course, she’s been a
guard since 2019, so she’s
very familiar with the
daily operations,” said
park board president
Brian Ison on Wednesday
morning. “She’s been kind
of  in the head guard role
when the assistant manag-

er and manager were not
available on the pool deck
for a specific day. She’s got
that experience.”

Board members Shauna
Runkle, Michael Brewster,
Jennifer Weitzel and Ison
voted unanimously to
approve her hiring. (Board
member John McFarland
is serving a voluntary sus-
pension. He was arrested
last month for four
felonies, but charges have

not been filed against
him.)

The board and Bader will
work together on hiring an
assistant manager and life-
guards for the year.

Ison said work to prepare
the water park will begin in
the next couple of  weeks.
The planned opening is
Memorial Day weekend.

Also Tuesday, the board
approved the use of  Hud-
son Family Park for a Jay

County Conservation Club
fundraiser from noon to 10
p.m. Saturday, May 24, a
Jay County HAMM Radio
Club fishing derby from
noon to 3 p.m. Saturday,
June 7, and a wedding
from 2 to 3:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Aug. 16.

The park board also dis-
cussed the need to replen-
ish fish in the park’s pond.
It received a quote of  $2,000
to restock the pond and is
asking for donations to help
with that effort.

Addressing a request
from the Portland Rockets
to add a storage building,
the board learned there is
sufficient space to do so. (At
its previous meeting, mem-
bers had asked about prox-
imity to property lines.)
The board tabled a decision

on the issue until after
their annual park tour that
will begin at 5:30 p.m. at
Portland Memorial Park’s
Runkle-Miller Field.

The board also tabled a
request from the HAMM
radio club for use of  a
building that was set to be
demolished at Milton
Miller Park and a decision
on quotes for upgrades to a
press box at a baseball/soft-
ball diamond at Weiler-Wil-
son Park.

Parks manager Ronnie
Reynolds informed the
board that new playground
equipment for 2 through 5
year olds has been installed
at Haynes Park (see photo
on page 2). Mulch was put
down around the new
equipment Wednesday
morning.

Wild west
Bandits (above) in Fort

Recovery Elementary/Middle
School’s production of
“Wagon Wheels West” take
the stage Tuesday during
dress rehearsal. Students
performing as bandits in the
show include Korbin Wuebker
as Straight Shooting Sam,
Logan Gaerke as Dallas,
Gavin Gaerke as Cisco Kid
and AJ Roessner as Arizona
Kid. At right, saloon girls and
Anna Niekamp (right) as Sue
Flay perform “Anything Can
Happen.” Performances are
at 7 p.m. Friday and 2 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday.

Bader hired to manage water park

Mara becomes third
in family to lead facility

Move draws criticism for adding
dozens of provisions to measure
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VILLAGE GREEN

APARTMENTS

224 E. Vine
Montpelier, IN 473559

Call (260) 728-5253

For Hearing Impaired Only
TTY Relay Service 711

2-Bedroom Apartments

Rent Based on 
Household Income

On-Site Laundry Facility
& Mail Boxes

“This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider”

at $399

I’M
FLIPPABLE

  

1815 N Granville Ave,  Muncie

765 747-8103
  

765-747-8103
Open M-F 9:00a-5:30p;  
Saturdaays 10:00a-3:00pys 10:00a-3:00p
www.holderbedding.net

 

Continued from page 1
JCDC and the county failed to

reach a contract agreement for
2024, leaving the organization
without the bulk of  its project-
ed funding.

Also Tuesday, the board elect-
ed members to new terms. 

Newly elected to the board
were Carolyn Carducci, Adolfo
Solis and Josh Stewart. Re-elect-
ed were Dunkirk Mayor Jack
Robbins, Portland Mayor Jeff
Westlake, Jay County Council
member Cindy Bracy, Chad
Towell, Barb Street, Trent Pax-
son and Pete Byrum. Filling
vacated board seats will be

Aaron Clark in place of  Matt
Minnich and Josh Miller in
place of  Alicia Corwin. Street
and Paxson were retained for
one-year terms as secretary and
treasurer, respectively.

All of  those were approved
unanimously.

JCDC administrative assis-
tant Jodi Hayes provided an
update on the organization’s
recent efforts, noting that 517
locations were identified as eli-
gible for potential funding
through the Broadband Equity
and Access and Deployment
program. Local officials attend-
ed a “listening session” regard-

ing the program. Street pointed
out that Jay County was recog-
nized there for its efforts to
identify gaps in high-speed
internet availability.

“We owe some debts of  grati-
tude there,” said Street, noting
Hayes, Richards, Bracy and oth-
ers who were part of  the effort.

Hayes also mentioned work
on various projects for the City
of  Dunkirk, including improve-
ments for downtown buildings
and a planned housing develop-
ment on the south side of  the
city. She added that former
Portland Police Chief  Nathan
Springer has purchased a

downtown building in Pen-
nville and is in the process of
restoring it.

Angela Paxson and many
other board members thanked
Hayes, JCDC’s only employee
for the last four and a half
months, for her efforts in keep-
ing the organization going.

In updates provided by board
members:

•Mark Leavell noted that Red-
key Volunteer Fire Department
will host an all-you-can-eat pan-
cake breakfast from 7:30 to 10:30
a.m. Saturday at the fire station.

•Mary Adair of  Jay County
Visitors and Tourism Bureau

said plans are in the works for
activities for the National Day
of  Prayer on May 1. She also
offered a reminder regarding
Jay County Cancer Society’s
Dueling Pianos event scheduled
for 7:30 p.m. April 12 at Jay
County Fairgrounds.

•Trent Paxson, assistant
superintendent of  Jay School
Corporation, encouraged par-
ticipation in a public input sur-
vey — it is available at
jayschoolcorp.org/page/school-
board — regarding a potential
capital improvement project at
Jay County Junior-Senior High
School.

Today
Upp, William: 4 p.m., Baird-

Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

JCDC ...

Hit trees
A Portland man crashed

his car into a woods off
county road 350 East about
2:30 a.m  Wednesday.

Blake A. Alig, 24, was
driving his 2012 Dodge Ram
east on the road near its
intersection with Indiana 1.
He appeared to be driving
at a high rate of  speed,
according to a Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office report, and
went off  the north side of
the road. His vehicle con-
tinued for 260 feet, going
into a ditch and a woods
and crashing into several
trees and other brush, the
report says.

Alig sustained facial
injuries, and his passenger,
21-year-old Shelbie L. Petre
of  Hamilton, complained
of  leg pain. They left the
scene and were later found
at IU Health Jay.

Alig was administered a
blood alcohol test with
results pending. He was
cited with a misdemeanor
for leaving the scene of  an
accident. His vehicle was
towed, with damage esti-
mated between $10,000 and
$25,000.

Lost control
An Albany man went

off  the side of  Indiana 67

and overturned his vehi-
cle about 10:10 a.m. Tues-
day.

Colten L. Johnson, 18,
was driving a 2002 Pontiac
Grand Prix northeast on
the highway near its inter-
section with county road
1150 East when his car
went off  the side of  the
road. Johnson overcor-
rected, causing him to lose
control of  his vehicle and
go into a ditch on the
southeast side of  the road.
His car flipped onto its top.

Colten’s vehicle was
towed, with damage esti-
mated between $5,000 and
$10,000

Continued from page 1
“I think we need to be very careful when

we’re starting to change state policy in
such a complicated bill.”

Democratic Sen. Andrea Hunley, of
Indianapolis, raised questions about
a child care facility portion of  the amend-
ment that would create a partial property
tax exemption for employers who provide
child care for their employees on company
property.

Hunley worried that the tax benefit
would do little to increase services for par-
ents, given it only applies to care for chil-
dren under the age of  six. Child care facil-
ities that do not have a formal agreement
with a business also would not qualify.

“To me, it’s not really solving the child

care issue that we have … but it’s really
about subsidizing businesses to provide a
service to their own employees,” Hunley
said.

“There’s so much in here dealing with
taxes that are going to impact our local
communities. And that has been a theme
this session, in a variety of  ways, and in a
variety of  pieces of  legislation,” she
added. “We have to think about — not just
these pieces of  legislation in isolation —
but the myriad of  ways that we are
impacting locals with these policy
changes.”

••••••••••
This story was edited for length. For the

full version, visit indianacapitalchroni-
cle.com.
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Equipment installed
New playground equipment has been installed on the east side of Haynes Park in

Portland, with mulch added around the playground area Wednesday morning. The new equipment
is recommended for 2 through 5 year olds.

Capsule Reports

Merges ...

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $30

million

Mega Millions
11-12-21-29-49
Mega Ball: 3
Megaplier: 2
Estimated jackpot: $43

million

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 5-1-5
Daily Four: 4-0-8-6
Quick Draw: 2-6-7-16-

20-23-25-34-36-37-40-44-47-
52-54-63-66-67-70-75

Evening
Daily Three: 2-1-7
Daily Four: 6-7-8-2
Quick Draw: 2-6-7-8-22-

26-31-36-46-47-50-53-58-63-
65-72-74-75-78-79

Ohio
Tuesday
Midday
Pick 3: 6-7-2
Pick 4: 1-2-9-7
Pick 5: 9-1-2-9-4
Evening
Pick 3: 1-3-4
Pick 4: 8-7-8-8
Pick 5: 2-0-6-1-3
Rolling Cash: 15-18-23-

26-37
Estimated jackpot:

$174,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

Lotteries

In 1837, John Bur-
roughs was born in Rox-
bury, New York. A writer,
he formed nature essays
about the world around
him. Some of  his best-
known works are “Birds
and Poets,” “Locusts and
Wild Honey,” “Signs and
Seasons” and “Ways of
Nature.”
In 1860, the Pony

Express began, deliver-
ing mail by horse
between St. Joseph, Mis-
souri and Sacramento,
California.
In 1948, president

Harry Truman signed
the Marshall Plan,
which aimed to rebuild
Western Europe in the
aftermath of  World War
II. Approximately $5 bil-
lion was granted to aid
the 16 countries by the
U.S. in the plan.

In 1953, “TV Guide”
published its first issue
with Lucille Ball’s new-
born son, Desiderio
Alberto Arnaz IV, on the
cover.
In 2012, Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion executive director
Bill Bradley outlined
proposed changes in
rules and procedures for
members of  the group’s
board of  directors. The
changes — they still
needed to be approved
by Jay County Commis-
sioners — would have
virtually eliminated
direct loans and grants
to private entities and
would have established
more levels of  oversight
on major EDIT expendi-
tures.

— The CR

CR almanac

56/48 56/40 44/33 51/24 40/27
Mostly

cloudy, with a
60% chance of
rain. Tempera-
tures may hit
the upper 50s.

Mostly
sunny skies
on Tuesday,
when the
high will be in
the upper
40s.

Mostly
sunny on
Monday with
a slight
chance of
rain or snow. 

More rain is
in the forecast
for Saturday
with highs in
the lower 60s.

Sunday’s
weather looks
to be rainy and
cool, with a
70% chance of
showers and
lows near
freezing.

Friday
4/4

Saturday
4/5

Sunday
4/6

Monday
4/7

Tuesday
4/8

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.64
May corn..................4.69
June corn ................4.74

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.82
May corn..................4.82
June corn ................4.81

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.73
May corn..................4.73
Beans ......................10.34

May beans ..............10.34
Wheat ...................... 4.97

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.67
May corn..................4.69
Beans ......................10.32
May beans ..............10.35
Wheat ......................5.02

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.59
May corn..................4.64
Beans ......................10.06
May beans .............10.06
Wheat ......................4.84

Today
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Plan Commission, Com-
munity Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian St.

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
6 p.m. — Ridgeville

Town Council, fire
department, 302 N. Wal-
nut St.

Wednesday
6 p.m. — Jay County

Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and
living a balanced life
meets at 11 a.m. each
Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Cen-
ter, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Chris-

tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792. 

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet the
first Thursday of  the
month at Portland Lions
Civic Center, 307 W. 100
North. The meal will be
served at 6:30 p.m. and
the meeting will begin at
7 p.m.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for par-
ents, friends and rela-
tives who have lost a baby

through miscarriage,
birth or illness will meet
from 7 to 9 p.m. at St. Vin-
cent Randolph Hospital,
Winchester, in communi-
ty room 1. For more infor-
mation, call Kimberly
Sibery at (765) 964-6075 or
Nikki Bosworth at (765)
584-6452.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N.

Meridian St., Portland.
To learn more informa-
tion, please call (260) 251-
3259.

SOFT SHOULDERS —
A support group for any-
one suffering from mem-
ory loss, will meet at
10:30 a.m. the first Friday
of  each month in the

Fireplace Room at Edel-
weiss Place at Swiss Vil-
lage in Berne. For more
information, call (260)
589-3173.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will hold its
next meeting at noon on
Friday, April 4, at Harmo-
ny Cafe in Portland.

Redkey Alumni Associa-
tion’s banquet is coming
up.

Redkey alumni banquet
is slated for April 26 at Red-
key Elementary School, 500
W. Main St. Registration
will begin at 4:30 p.m., with
the meal to be served at 5:30
p.m. and a program to fol-
low. Special classes recog-
nized this year include
alumni from 1945, 1955, 1965
and 1975.

The meal is $20 per per-
son. Alumni are also asked
to pay $3 for annual dues.

Reservations and dues
are required no later than
April 12. They may be
mailed to Redkey Alumni
Association, PO Box 571,
Redkey IN 47373. 

For more information,
contact Karan Baugher at
(765) 744-7651.

Preventative care
Mercer Health’s next pre-

ventative health care com-
munity education event is
slated for this month.

Doctor Jayanth Gutta, a
pulmonologist at Mercer

Health Medical Group, will
discuss sleep disorders and
related heart diseases at 6
p.m. April 22 in the Opu-
lence Meeting Room at
Mercer Health’s Galleria
Campus, 909 E. Wayne St.,
Celina, Ohio.

Reservations are not
required. To learn more,
contact Mercer Health at
(419) 678-5247 or email
myhealth@mercer-
health.com.

Brick Street Market
It’s that time of  year for

another Fort Recovery tra-
dition.

Psi Iota Xi will host Brick
Street Market from 10 to 2
p.m. April 26 in downtown
Fort Recovery.

More than 30 vendors
will be set up along Wayne

Street, including food
trucks and booths for chil-
dren. Friends of  the Fort
Recovery Library will also
host a puppet show from 10
a.m. to noon in front of  the
library, and an art show
with Fort Recovery Middle
and High School students’
work will be on display at
the library. For more infor-
mation, contact Psi Iota Xi
at theta.zeta.fortrecov
ery@gmail.com or  visit
Fort   Recovery Psi  Iota  Xi
on Facebook.

Program offered
ReSprout Therapy is

launching a program to
provide free developmental
checkups to newborns and
toddlers.

The program, a partner-
ship with The Portland
Foundation and the Early
Years Initiative, will pro-
vide free checkups for chil-
dren younger than 4 years
old. Parents will receive a
report card on their child’s
skill mastery and areas for
improvement during
checkups.
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

 

Contact Lindsey at
L.Cochran@thecr.com

or (260) 726-8141
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Our agriculture special 
section will be distributed in

The Commercial Review (Portland)
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Redkey alumni banquet
slated for end of month

DEAR ABBY: I’ve been mar-
ried to “Chuck” for 40 years.
We’ve had a fairly decent life
together, even though Chuck
drank heavily for 35 of  those
years. Now, as we enter our twi-
light years, he has experienced
various medical problems,
which have prompted him to
stop drinking altogether.
Although this is a good thing, I
still would like to have a drink
once in a while. 

When I imbibe (no more than
two or three), Chuck becomes
irritable and starts fights.
There is no violence, but he
snaps, swears and then gives
me the silent treatment. Please
advise me about how to handle
this. I’ve been trying to
“sneak” my drinks behind his
back, but why should I? 

By the way, I have con-

tributed more than my fair
share financially and have
taken on all domestic responsi-
bility in this relationship, pret-
ty much since Day One. Am I
stuck with Chuck? — LIGHT
DRINKER IN NORTH CAROLI-
NA
DEAR LIGHT DRINKER:

Have you not read anything
the former surgeon general
posted on the internet about
alcohol consumption? More
than ONE drink a day for
women may increase the

likelihood of  cancer of  the
breast, esophagus, stomach,
pancreas and colon. You
may want to consider cur-
tailing YOUR alcohol intake. 
The fact that seeing you

imbibe has such a negative
effect on your husband may
be an indication that his
own sobriety is shaky. If  you
really feel the need to have
an alcoholic beverage (or
two or three), consider doing
it away from the house with
women friends.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My wife is a won-
derful and loving person. She
has only one fault, but it drives
me crazy. Our house is well
maintained, but she is a closet
slob. Every closet, every cabi-
net, every drawer and every
storage space is crammed with

junk. Her walk-in closet is
piled waist-high with stuff. You
can’t walk in there. You also
can’t open a single drawer in
the house because of  the stuff
crammed inside. 

These aren’t precious belong-
ings. It’s simply junk that has-
n’t been used in 15 years. I can’t
tell you the number of  times I
have had to move boxes around
to get to something I need or to
fix something. I have tried talk-
ing to her about it, writing her
a letter about my feelings and
just getting mad. Nothing
works. 

My anger has built to the
point where I cannot take it
any longer. Every time I stum-
ble across the mess, I get angry.
It is no longer rational, and I
am even losing sleep over it.
My wife treasures her posses-

sions more than she treasures
me or our relationship. What
can I do? — BLOCKED IN
MONTANA
DEAR BLOCKED: Because

you’re losing sleep over this
and are ready to throw in
the towel, address your con-
cerns to your wife in those
terms. Tell her that because
you aren’t communicating
well on this subject, you
want the two of  you to con-
sult a licensed marriage and
family therapist. 
People who have the ten-

dency to hoard the way your
wife does sometimes suffer
from anxiety, depression or
some other emotional prob-
lem. There is help for it,
thank heavens. But you have
to ask for it, and your wife
has to be willing.

Community Calendar

Dear
Abby

Taking
Note

Photo provided

Elks award
Portland Elks recently awarded two Portland nonprofits with

grants. Pictured above, West Walnut Church of Christ received $5,000
for its food pantry initiative. The church offers a pantry box in front of
its fellowship hall for those in need of assistance and those willing to
assist in donations.

Wife tires of spouse’s cracks over liquor
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By MICHAEL J. HICKS
The economic forces that built

American cities have disap-
peared. These fundamental eco-
nomic changes left in their wake
two types of  places — those that
adapted and those that did not.
What caused them to adapt was
the education level their citizens
possessed, and nowhere is this
more apparent than in the Rust
Belt.

Before the Industrial Revolu-
tion, cities grew along trade
routes in places easily defended
from armed conflict. Most of  the
world’s great cities were created
by the same forces. The Industri-
al Revolution, which began about
1800, saw some marked changes.
Cities then required an ample
supply of  labor for new factories
and sources of  energy, such as
coal, oil or natural gas. They also
needed transportation networks
— first rivers and oceans, later
railroads.

Many large legacy cities, like
New York and Boston, were ideal-
ly suited to the industrial revolu-
tion and flourished. New cities
also emerged from these forces,
especially across the Great Lakes.
Some, including Muncie, Akron
and Toledo, sprang from the
prairie or woodland. Others,
including Detroit, Terre Haute
and Fort Wayne, grew from tiny
trading towns into bustling,
national cities.

The peak growth of  manufac-
turing jobs in the Midwest ended
shortly after World War II. Eco-
nomic transformation meant that

Muncie, Toledo, Akron, Terre
Haute, Fort Wayne and Detroit
were already in decline by 1960. It
wasn’t apparent to most people
until the 1970s, but the demo-
graphic and economic evidence
was clear by the mid-1950s.

Between 1950 and 1970, the cost
of  transporting goods dropped by
two-thirds. This change was so
remarkable it helped usher in an
age of  globalization. Most goods
could be produced wherever they
could be made most efficiently,
with little regard for shipping
costs.

At the same time, the produc-
tivity of  American workers
boomed. What took 1,000 men to
make in 1950 is done by fewer
than 250 today.

These changes made us pros-
per. In inflation-adjusted terms,
the average American today is 4.3
times more affluent than in 1950.
To put this into context, the fed-
eral poverty line for a single
adult in 2025 is $15,060 per year. In
1950, the average American
earned about two-thirds that
amount each year, adjusted for
inflation.

There may be reasons to idolize
the past — better music, cooler

cars — but greater prosperity is
not among them. One must be
purposefully ignorant to believe
that the 1950s saw Americans
materially better off  than they
are right now.

This growing prosperity also
prompted generations of  Ameri-
cans to look beyond a factory for
their livelihoods. Higher educa-
tion, heavily funded by the U.S.
government through the G.I. Bill
and other programs, was key to
this renaissance. It continues
today, boosting U.S. productivity
growth at levels that dwarf  all but
a handful of  small European
countries.

Today, the average American
worker produces 2.2 times the
value of  goods and services each
hour worked as does a Russian
worker, 4 times that of  a Chinese
worker and about 32 times as
much as the average North Kore-
an worker.

These nations are between 50
and 300 years behind us in pro-
ductivity. Even given our stagger-
ing debt and dysfunctional poli-
tics, they can’t catch up to us in
this century or the next.

The forces that boosted U.S.
productivity — higher education,
globalization and liberal democ-
racy — have been very, very, very
good to us. We would be wise to
recognize that.

The economic forces restruc-
turing the Rust Belt are 75 years
old, a full lifetime behind us. It
has enriched Americans beyond
the wildest expectations of  well-
educated adults in the spring of

1950. But, not everywhere benefit-
ted equally.

In 2003, Harvard’s Ed Glasser
and MIT’s Albert Saiz published
what should have been the most
widely read study among elected
officials in the Midwest. That
paper identified a root cause of
growth differences between cities
during the post-1970 period.

Education alone made the dif-
ference.

Cities with better-educated
populations in 1970 became more
productive — their workers sim-
ply produced more goods and
services each hour they worked
— than did workers in the bottom
half  of  educational attainment. I
could go on and on about this
research, as some of  my students
in a recent class on regional eco-
nomics will attest.

The story it tells, with consid-
erable data and crisp analysis, is
clear. If  you want to be among the
upwardly mobile cities, you must
produce, and keep, a high share
of  college-educated workers.

Glaeser and Saiz named the
cities in their study — and it is
appalling for the Midwest. How-
ever, that study is more than two
decades old. Another force has
emerged since then as a key rea-
son for the differences between
growing and stagnating places:
quality of  life.

In a paper I am presenting next
month, two colleagues and I study
the role economic restructuring
has played on local quality of  life
in Rust Belt counties since 1970.
We study how the decline of  man-

ufacturing might have affected
quality of  life — or the perceived
value of  amenities such as clear
air, lack of  congestion, quality of
schools and other local factors
that attract people. We find that
declines in Rust Belt manufactur-
ing improve quality of  life, but
only in urban counties and only
where the share of  adults with a
bachelor’s degree or higher in
1970 was among the top one-third
of  counties.

Together, these studies tell a
pretty clear story of  who thrived
and who did not. Glaeser and Saiz
found that over the past half-cen-
tury, the cities that grew incomes,
employment and population were
only the best-educated cities. The
bottom half  stagnated.

Equally important, my study
found that only those Rust Belt
counties within the top third of
educational attainment were able
to improve their quality of  life
after losing factory jobs.

These studies used educational
attainment data from 1980 and
1970. Thus, the education deci-
sions Hoosier policymakers
make today will resonate at least
another half-century or longer.
That should probably worry all
of  us.

••••••••••
Hicks is the director of  the Cen-

ter for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball distinguished profes-
sor of  economics in the Miller Col-
lege of  Business at Ball State Uni-
versity. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.

Education decisions have long impact
Michael
J. Hicks

Las Vegas Review-Journal
Tribune News Service

If  Republicans dare broach the
subject of  waste and fraud in
Medicaid or Medicare, it will be
seconds before Democrats accuse
them of  seeking to throw grand-
ma out of  her wheelchair or to
leave impoverished children to
fend for themselves in some dark
Dickensian dystopia.

In fact, there are real issues
that need attention, as Elon
Musk’s DOGE initiative has
quickly discovered. And the real-
ity remains: The only way to seri-
ously attack the nation’s $37 tril-
lion debt is to craft more finan-
cially sustainable safety net and
entitlement programs. Ignoring
the issue only exacerbates the

threat to their long-term solvency.
Attacking waste and fraud is one
place to start.

Consider a story in last week’s
Wall Street Journal.

On Friday, the newspaper
reported that double billing has
cost U.S. taxpayers billions of  dol-
lars in Medicaid payments over
the past three years. A Journal
analysis found that health insur-
ers collected $4.3 billion for

“patients who were enrolled —
and paid for — in other states.”

The slipup occurred most fre-
quently when patients who were
signed up for Medicare in one
state moved to another state.
“Most were getting all their
health-care services through one
insurer in one state,” the paper
found, “even though Medicaid
was paying insurers in both
states to cover them.”

The five biggest Medicaid
insurers received one-third of  the
duplicate payments, the report
discovered.

While there’s likely some ele-
ment of  fraud involved in the
billing process, much of  the dou-
ble billing can be attributed to
inertia and bureaucratic sloth.

Under current guidelines, Medi-
caid recipients who move to
another state are supposed to can-
cel their coverage and re-enroll in
their new home state. “But the
recipients don’t always cancel,”
the Journal noted, “leaving states
to play catch-up.” The investiga-
tion found “some cases in which
individuals were signed up in five
or more states.”

The problem continues to cost
billions even though auditors
have known about it for years.
The inspector general for the
Department of  Health and
Human Services examined dou-
ble payments in 2019 and conclud-
ed that taxpayers were on the
hook for about $1 billion in such
outlays each year. “It should be

low-hanging fruit,” one govern-
ment auditor told the Journal.
“The data is there showing it is a
problem. This is ripe for correc-
tion.”

In the private sector, such fiscal
insanity would be quickly
addressed before the company
went bankrupt. There would
probably be jobs lost. But when
you’re entrenched in the govern-
ment bureaucracy — at the state
or federal level — and dealing
with other people’s money, there
is no such urgency. This is why
the Trump administration’s
DOGE exercise — while clumsy
at times — is such an important
endeavor despite Democratic
efforts to discredit it.

Initiative targets financial waste
Guest
Editorial
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Baird-Freeman 
Funeral Home

� e Teeter Family

221 N. Meridian St
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1204 W. Votaw  Portland
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Used Auto and 
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your hometown agent
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111 W. Main Street• Portland, IN

Classique
Beauty Salon

Candi Hatzell 206 S. Main St.
Dunkirk, IN

(765) 768-7375

Rose Morgan,
CPA

Income Tax Preparation

Accounting/Bookeeping

Payroll & Payroll Taxes

202 South Main Street
Dunkirk, IN 47336
Ph. 765-768-6716
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Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.
All services are Sunday,

unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist

204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m., 11

a.m.
asburyministries.org

Bellefountain
United Methodist

440 S. 600 East 
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist

301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@

inumc.org

Christ Chapel
2535 Wabash Road, Fort

Recovery
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)

8472 S. 800 East, Union
City

Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy

797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland

Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the
Brethren

Floral and Chicago
avenues, Portland

Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.
Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville

190 W. Main St., Pennville
David Davidson
(260) 202-9718
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St.,

Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County

2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcenter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 

341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key

Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and

6 p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15

a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St.,
Fort Recovery

(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Kids vision and teen

ministries: 6 p.m. Wendes-
day

frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St.,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Carol McKay
(304) 617-0101
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 

468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk

Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist

100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren

Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist

435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67,

Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30

p.m. Saturday 

Hopewell of
Life Ministries

County road 200 South,
2 miles east of  Indiana 1

Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land

Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
(260) 726-7055
Services: 5:30 p.m. Sat-

urday, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East,

Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Sat-

urday, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church

216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk

Scott McClain
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist

County roads 600 East
and 200 North

Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine

4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship

1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist

5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist

829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Bible class: 9:15 a.m.
Services: 10:20 a.m.
Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday
portlandcoc.com

Portland First
Church of Nazarene

920 S. Shank St., Port-
land

Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of  Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian

Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist

122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 

801 W. High St.
Fred Stevens
(765) 369-2676
redkeynaz.org
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ

3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries

228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land

Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
3984 N. 550 West, Portland
Pastor Mike Heckman
(615) 517-1017
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Bible study: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester

4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity ArchBridge
Church

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

Dan Vore
(260) 726-8391
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Services: 10:15 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Interim Pastor Chris

Kruchkow
(260) 849-0687
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ

204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land

Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof -

christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Robin Owen
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@g

mail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.
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Online.......FREE
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In Memory Up to 100 
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to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
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pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

50 RUMMAGE SALES

ST HENRY COMMUNI-
TY Garage Sales. Over
50 addresses. April 3rd
thru 5th. Hard copies
available at local busi-
ness. Fliers also on St
Henry Village website &
SHCGS facebook.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

Page 6 Comics The Commercial Review
Thursday, April 3, 2025

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in

The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new job,

the Classifieds deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 
• Dental • Vision

• Medicare
Supplements •

Annuities
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The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 4:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:00 p.m.



PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 505 West Line

Street, Geneva, IN 
Saturday Morning

MAY 3, 2025 
9:30 A.M.

REAL ESTATE:
1 Ω story home with 3
bedrooms, 1 full bath-
room and 1426 square

feet of living area.
Home has gas forced air
furnace with central air,

gas water heater, a
water softener and a

partial basement.  The
kitchen has nice oak

cabinets with space for
a table along with a din-
ing room.  There is a 24í

x 26í 2 car detached
garage with heat and

water, a small utility barn
with a walk in cooler and

a 32í x 48í pole barn
that has a workshop
with heat and water.
This property sits on

2.06 acres.  This proper-
ty has been well main-
tained and has a spa-

cious yard.  
For more information or
private showing contact
LOY REAL ESTATE KIM
LOY BROKER 260-726-

2700 OR GARY LOY
AUCTIONEER 260-726-

5160
REAL ESTATE WILL
SELL AT 9:30A.M. 

Personal property will

sell immediately follow-
ing real estate.

KEN & MARCELLA
DOHERTY, Deceased

By Lois Debolt and
Penny Hirschy

Loy Auction
AC#31600027

Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata

AU12400069
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall at the Jay

County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,

IN 
APRIL 5, 2025

9:30 A. M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS -

OLD ITEMS - TOOLS
4 pc. queen size bed-
room suit; table with 6
chairs and 2 leaves;

Coca Cola chrome table
with 3 chairs; small

grandfather clock;  world
globe on stand; metal

patio table and 2 chairs;
Coca Cola animated

Santa; Pfaltzgraff set of
dishes; Fenton candy

dish; TOY TRUCK
BANKS:   Do It Best
Garden Center, Car

Quest Auto Parts and
Atlantic Refining Co.,

Coke and Ally semis;
John Deere 6930 trac-

tor; many other toys not
listed.  Timberlin Milleni-

um tandem bicycle;
Wagner Power Roller;
insect fogger; Coleman
Ω hp sump pump; and
many other items not

listed.
JOAN STEIN, Deceased

Loy Auction
AC#31600027

Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata

AU12400069
PUBLIC AUCTION

Saturday April 5th, 2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 9514 N
100W,

Ridgeville, IN
SUV-GOLF CART-
TRACTOR-TOOLS

2011 Ford Escape XLT
w/ 80,000 miles. Club
Car Gas Golf Cart w/
Carryall. Ford Golden
Jubilee Tractor. Bush

Hog 5í 3pt Mower.
Craftsman Table Saw,
Planer, and Radial Arm
Saw. 200 gallon Over-
head Fuel Tank. Hog

Panels.
ANTIQUES-FURNI-

TURE-MISC.

(2) Street Lights. Cast
RR-W Sign. Chambers

Gas Cooking Stove.
Steamer Trunks. Forge
Horse tie-down. Large
lot of Deer Antlers and
Mounts. Four Compart-
ment Chicken Nester.
Dress-making Man-
nequin. Tigerwood 2
door Chest. Oak Ice

Chest. Handmade Doll
Collection. Portland

Forge and Ridgeville Sil-
ver Coins.  Hotpoint
Refrigerator.  Large

Cedar Chest. Sofa. (3)
Recliners. 

Playground and Spring-
Loaded Ride-On Play

Ground Set.
OWNER: CHARLENE
WHITENACK ESTATE

Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587

REAL ESTATE PUBLIC
AUCTION

Located: 722 E Main St,
Portland, IN 

Friday Afternoon
April 11th, 2025

5:00 P. M.
REAL ESTATE

This home sits on a 30í
x 157í lot with 2 bed-

rooms, 1 bathroom and
792 sq. ft. of living area.

This home is heated
with a Warm Morning
stove and has a gas

water heater.  There is a
detached garage and a
utility shed.  This home
has a cement driveway,
a covered back porch
and a nice size yard.

For more information or
private showing contact
Loy Real Estate 260-
726-2700 or Gary Loy
Auctioneer at 260-726-

5160.
Personal property to sell

immediately following
real estate.

JANICE STUCKY
ESTATE

by Herb Hummel Per-
sonal Rep.

Josh Atkinson Attorney
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED Family
oriented business need-
ing Class B CDL drivers
to pick up and deliver
new and used trucks, to
and from the Fort Wayne
area. $0.60 per mile. All
expenses paid. Full and
part-time positions avail-
able. Retirees welcome.
Call Greg at 260-433-
3537 or email
gregbrite@hotmail.com.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one

side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE

√ Out
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Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Softball at Marion – 5:30 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Baseball at Adams Central –

5 p.m.; JV baseball vs. Minster – 5 p.m.; JV soft-
ball vs. New Knoxville – 5 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Baseball vs. Eastbrook – 7 p.m.;

JV baseball vs. Eastbrook – 5 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Track at Celina Relays – 4:30

p.m.; JV softball vs. St. Henry – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

1:05 p.m. — MLB: Colorado Rockies at
Philadelphia Phillies (NBC)

7 p.m. — College Basketball Crown tourna-
ment: TBD vs. TBD (FS1)

7 p.m. — College baseball: LSU at Oklahoma
(ESPN2)

7 p.m. — Women’s college lacrosse: Penn
State at Rutgers (BTN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA: Memphis Grizzlies at Miami
Heat (TNT)

7:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Milwau-
kee Brewers (FDSN Indiana)

9 p.m. — College Basketball NIT Champi-
onship: TBD vs. TBD (ESPN)

9:30 p.m. — College Basketball Crown tour-
nament: TBD vs. TBD (FS1)

10 p.m. — NBA: Golden State Warriors at Los
Angeles Lakers (TNT)

10 p.m. — MMA: Professional Fighters
League (ESPN2)

Friday
2 p.m. — Formula 1: Japanese Grand Prix

(ESPN2)
1:10 p.m. — MLB: Chicago White Sox at

Detroit Tigers (FOX)
2 p.m. — LIV Golf: Miami (FOX)

2:10 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals at
Boston Red Sox (FDSN Indiana)

7 p.m. — NBA: Utah Jazz at Indiana Pacers
(FDSN Indiana)

7 p.m. — Women’s college basketball Final
Four: Texas vs. South Carolina (ESPN)

7 p.m. — College gymnastics: Big Ten Cham-
pionships (BTN)

8 p.m. — UFL: Birmingham Stallions at Michi-
gan Panthers (FOX)

9 p.m. — Women’s college basketball Final
Four: UConn vs. UCLA (ESPN)

10:30 p.m. — NBA: Dallas Mavericks at Los
Angeles Clippers (NBC)

Local notes
Registration open

Registration for the 35th annual Flat 50 Plus
bicycle ride in Adams County is now open. To
register, visit RunSignUp.com.

There are rides ranging from 20 to 100 miles
long.

The event will be held at 7 a.m. Saturday, June
21. It will start at Bellmont high school and will
have stops in Willshire, Geneva and Monroe with
refreshments.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
Madison Heitkamp set new

career bests in all three of  her
individual events and won two
of  them. She highlighted her
performance in the 300-meter
hurdles, which she won with a
time of  52.93 seconds.
Heitkamp cruised to the top
spot, gaining nearly a full hur-
dle advantage and beating Cold-
water’s Mariah Ross by 4.62 sec-
onds.

“I’m proud of  myself,”
Heitkamp said. “I’ve trained a
lot more this summer than
what I usually would, so I was
kind of  expecting some PRs
and a better race than usual. I
wouldn’t say I’m super sur-
prised, but I’m happy about
what I raced.”

She also took first place in
the 100 hurdles, leaning over
the finish line to take down
Madelyn Lange of  Coldwater
by 0.02 seconds. Heitkamp beat
her previous career best by
nearly a full second with a 17.23
run. Her other career best of  15
feet, 4.5 inches earned her third
in the long jump.

Roessner also pulled off  a
pair of  first-place finishes in
the 100 and 400 dashes. A 12 flat
in the 100 dash topped Coldwa-
ter’s Claire Bertke by 0.72 sec-
onds. She had the only time
under a minute in the 400 dash,
finishing in 57.35 seconds.

Those two Indians weren’t
the only ones to have success,
as three secured the top spot in
an event and two more individ-
uals and two relays earned
points.

“It was a real confidence
booster for them,” Diller said.
“It was good for them to see not
only one kid having success,
but all of  them having suc-
cess.”

One major demonstration of
the team’s depth came in the
800 run as the Tribe swept the
top three spots. Kennedy Muh-
lenkamp won the event with a 2
minutes, 36.36 seconds, while
Joelle Kaup and Riley
Heitkamp followed with times
of  2:46.65 and 2:47.25, respec-
tively.

Kaup and Riley Heitkamp
also scored in the 1,600 run, the
former winning the event in
5:56.37 and the latter finishing
fourth with a 6:02.02.

The other victory came in a
career performance from Kar-
lie Niekamp. The senior set a
new career mark of  116 feet, 3.5
inches in the discus.

“It was a good first meet to
get things going,” Niekamp
said. “My coach has been push-
ing me and knows I can do great
things this season. He’s been
fine tuning my form because I
haven’t been throwing for that
long, so I’m excited for that. … I
still feel really raw.”

Niekamp also scored in the
shot put, finishing fifth with a
30 foot, 6 inch throw.

Other points for the girls
team came from:

•Alivia Brunswick, fifth in
the 200 dash

•The 4x200 relay team that
placed second

•The 4x400 relay team that
placed second

Isaac Roessner was the top
point getter for the boys team.
He claimed third in the long
jump (19 feet, 9 inches) and
fourth in the 300 hurdles
(44.78).

Reese Diller and Carson Ful-
lenkamp matched Roessner for
the top individual placement.
Diller ran a 5:13.87 to get third
in the 1,600 run, while Ful-
lenkamp’s throw of  43 feet, 4
inches got him the same place-
ment in the shot put.

Other scores came from:
•Russel Hart, fifth in the 3,200

run
•Troy Post, fifth in the long

jump
•The 4x100 relay team that

placed third
•The 4x200 relay team that

placed third
While the boys didn’t get

enough points to climb in the
standings, they now have a
starting point to look to
improve upon.

“We’re trying to get better
each week,” Vasey said.
“There’s a lot of  stuff  these
guys haven’t done a ton of  like
working on the blocks and
some of  the fundamentals, so
it’s kind of  developing each
week.”

Start ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

FRHS junior Luke Lochtefeld flies through the air
during the long jump on Tuesday’s meet at Marion Local. The
first-year track athlete finished with a distance of 16 feet,
11.75 inches.

Continued from page 8
Because Buffalo didn’t

get a chance to answer
back due to the rules, this
led to another overtime
change, in which both
teams could possess the
ball if  a touchdown wasn’t
scored on the first posses-
sion.

Fast forward to present
day, and both teams will
have a chance to even the
score in overtime.

Replay assist
Another rule change for

the 2025 NFL season relates
to penalties being subject
to replay review.

There will be an on-site
replay official to help

reverse penalties thrown
for hits on a defenseless
player, facemask grabs, and
running or roughing the
kicker.

However, this comes
with a backend thought.

Penalties for those
infractions can only be
reviewed if  officials throw
a flag on the play. So if  a
coach disagrees with a flag,
they can challenge and
potentially overturn the
call.

But if  no official throws a
flag, it can’t be challenged.

Touchbacks
Kickoff  touchbacks will

now be placed at the 35-
yard line. In 2024, kickoff

touchbacks resulted in
placing the ball at the 30-
yard line.

The base of  the kickoff
rules dates back to increas-
ing returns and decreasing
injuries.

Ahead of  the 2024 sea-
son, the NFL decided to
implement a “landing
zone” between the receiv-
ing team’s goal line and its
20-yard line on kickoffs.
And a “set up zone” is
between the receiving
team’s 35 and 30.

Kickoffs were returned
at a 32.8% rate in 2024,
which was much higher
than the record-low 21.7%
in 2023, per ESPN’s Kevin
Seifert.

With touchbacks placing
the ball at the 35-yard line,
kickoff  returns are project-
ed to rise between 60-70%.

Measuring first
downs

Though it was spoken
about prior, the NFL offi-
cially announced its intent
to implement the Sony’s
Hawk-Eye virtual measure-
ment system, to measure
first downs.

The chain crew will
remain on the sideline as
backup.

The system was tested
during preseason games
last season, but the NFL
decided against regular
season use at that point.

In an age of  electronic
evolution, there had been
some criticism over the
NFL using an “eye-test”
when measuring a first
down. And, it was this way
for the first 105 years of  the
NFL … until now.

Going forward, an offi-
cial will still spot the ball,
but technology will deter-
mine if  the ball reached the
first down marker or not.

Potential addition
The “tush-push” sneak

sits in the middle between
being banned or legal.

There were 16 teams who
supported a potential ban,
but nothing has been estab-
lished at the moment.

It’s consistently been a
popular topic in the NFL,
for better or worse.

Popularized by the
Philadelphia Eagles, it’s
simply a quarterback
sneak used to gain the first
down in short-yardage sit-
uations.

But it comes with an
extra push from team-
mates behind the quarter-
back, along with a firm
offensive line creating an
open hole for the first
down.

Eagles quarterback
Jalen Hurts holds 55
career rushing touch-
downs, but 43 of  them have
come with 1-3 yards need-
ed.

NFL ...

‘It was a real confidence booster
for them. ... It was good for 
them to see not only one kid 

having success, but all of 
them having success.’
—Christy Diller, FRHS girls track coach
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Portland Veterinary Clinic
Christian Bader DVM

      26-73701407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370
eterinary Cliniceterinary Clinic Veterinary Clinic Veterinary ClinicPortland VPortland V

  

Spring is here…
and so are t  
Keep your pets 
comfortable and 
protected with safe 

 

   the eas.

 
protected with safe 

ea and tick 
control solutions. And others

3 months protection  for dogs & cats.
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Tribe baseball bounces back
with 14-7 win over FMHS,
see story below

JCHS softball opens season
against Marion today,

see Sports on tap

FORT RECOVERY —
The Indians didn’t start
the season the way they
wanted to.

They quickly got to cor-
recting the ship in game
No. 2.

Fort Recovery High
School’s baseball team
picked up its first win of
the season in a 14-7 route
of  the Franklin Monroe
Jets on Tuesday.

After a healthy amount
of  early offense, the
teams were tied 5-5 head-
ing into the fourth
inning. The Tribe (1-1)
tore off  six runs to take
control of  the game.

The first three batters
all reached base before
Caden Grisez smashed a
bases-clearing double.

Caden Homan immediate-
ly put the next ball in play
for an RBI single to right
field. Two more runs
would score in the frame
on a Jacob Foote walk
and a groundout by Col-
son Post.

Grisez led the way for
Fort Recovery, putting up
offensive team highs in
RBIs (four), hits (three)
and runs (three). Two of
his hits were doubles and
he also stole a base.

Foote earned the win
over FMHS (2-3) after
relieving Gavin Evers.
Foote pitched 3 ⅓ innings,
giving up two unearned
runs on two hits and
striking a pair of  batters
out.

Still undefeated
RUSSIA, Ohio — While

the Fort Recovery soft-
ball team didn’t mercy
rule the Russia Raiders,
the offense provided
more than enough com-
fort in an 11-3 victory
Tuesday.

The Indians (5-0) scored
one run in the first, fell
silent for two innings and
took off  in the fourth.

FRHS scored five runs
on Russia (0-3) in the

fourth on an Alexis
Grisez sacrifice fly, a
Paisley Hart two RBI sin-
gle and an Emma Will two
RBI double.

The Raiders responded
with a run before both
teams plated a pair in the
fifth inning. Fort Recov-
ery finished the game off
with three runs in the top
of  the seventh to pad its
lead.

Grisez’s three RBIs led
the Tribe, while Will had
the most hits at three
including her double.

Jenna Homan went the
distance in the circle,
striking out nine batters
while allowing three runs
— only two of  which were
earned — on six hits and
three walks.

Local
roundup

Tribe bounces back against Jets

By IRIE HARRIS
cleveland.com
Tribune News Service

CLEVELAND, Ohio
— There will be further
changes to the NFL
rulebook in 2025.

During the NFL’s
annual meeting in
Orlando, Florida, the
owners voted and
approved some
changes ahead of  the
2025 NFL season.

From a slight tweak
in the overtime format,
to adding influence to
replay assist, and plac-
ing the ball farther up
after a kickoff  touch-
back.

There’s also a poten-
tial rule change still in
air relating to the
“tush-push,” but that is
tabled for the moment.

Overtime
From now on, both

teams will receive a
possession in overtime.

It’s pretty much the

same overtime format
used this past postsea-
son, but will now apply
to the regular season as
well.

For a long time, over-
time periods were 15
minutes long and who-
ever scored first won
the game.

The overtime period
was shortened to 10
minutes in 2017. In
terms of  possessing
the ball, whoever
scored first won the
game, but an even big-
ger change came in
2022. 

The Kansas City
Chiefs defeated the
Buffalo Bills in the
AFC divisional round
in 2022, in a 42-36 over-
time win. It was a clas-
sic back-and-forth
between the squads,
until Kansas City won
the coin toss and
scored first in over-
time.

See NFL page 7

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

MARIA STEIN, Ohio — The
Indians were just looking to “rip
off  the bandaid” and shake off
the dust during their season
opener.

Finding a plethora of  success
was just an added bonus.

The Fort Recovery High
School girls track team had
seven first-place finishes while
competing in a quad meet at
Marion Local on Tuesday. The
boys team had eight scoring per-
formances as well in the season
opener.

The girls totaled 63 points to
finish as the runners-up to Cold-
water with 94.5. Marion Local
and New Knoxville trailed
behind with 51.5 and 26 points
each.

“How can we not be happy
about today?” said FRHS girls
coach Christy Diller. “We had a
bunch of  kids PR in the first
meet of  the year. Everybody
looked pretty solid, vibes were
high as the kids say.”

Marion Local ran away with
the win on the boys side, total-
ing 123 points. Coldwater sat
comfortably in second with 89,
while New Knoxville and Fort
Recovery fell to third and fourth
with 27 and 17 points, respec-
tively.

“Feeling pretty good,” said
FRHS boys coach Charlie Vasey.
“We’ve got a lot of  new people
who did some good things.
We’ve got some stuff  to learn
from too, but overall pretty posi-
tive.”

A handful of  athletes had suc-
cess, led by Madison Heitkamp
and Anna Roessner, who each
claimed a pair of  events.

See Start page 7

Strong start
FRHS girls track comes away with seven victories in season opener

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Madison Heitkamp of the Fort Recovery High School girls track team jumps over a hurdle while holding a narrow
lead on Coldwater’s Madelyn Lange during Tuesday’s season opening quad meet at Marion Local. Heitkamp’s time of 17.23
seconds set a new career best, while beating Lange by 0.02 seconds.

NFL owners
approve four
rule changes


