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Moratoriums may be put in
place on solar and battery stor-
age developments.

Jay County Plan Commission
recommended up to one-year
moratoriums for future battery
storage and solar facilities in the
county after public hearings
Thursday.

The decision moves next to
Jay County Commissioners. If
both recommendations are
approved, the moratoriums
would prevent developers from
creating battery storage and
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Plan commission wants time to develop
battery storage ordinance, review solar rules

solar facilities in Jay County for
up to one year.

More than 30 visitors
crammed into Community
Resource Center’s meeting room
Thursday, with several speaking

in favor or against either facility
coming to Jay County.

Battery storage
Jay County Plan Commission
has discussed potential battery

storage projects from NextEra
Energy Resources and Jay Coun-
ty REMC.

Neil Draper, president and
CEO of Jay County REMC,
noted Thursday that his organi-

China
caps
tariffs

on U.S.
at 125%

Warning says
Beijing will
‘counterattack
and fight
to the end’

By JOSH XIAO
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

China retaliated against
Donald Trump’s latest tar-
iffs by hiking duties on
all U.S. goods, while calling
the administration’s
actions a “joke” and saying
it no longer considers
them worth matching.

Beijing will raise tariffs
on all U.S. goods from 84%
to 125% starting April 12,
the Ministry of Finance
said on Friday, after
the White House clarified
that levies on Chinese
goods rose to 145% this
year.

“Given that American
goods are no longer mar-
ketable in China under the
current tariff rates, if
the U.S. further raises tar-
iffs on Chinese exports,
China will disregard such
measures,” according to
the statement.

With tariffs at levels now
set to halt most all trade
between the  world’s
biggest economies, the con-
cern now is that the eco-
nomic fight could spill into
other areas of the relation-
ship. Trump and Xi are
locked in a standoff over
who will move to deesca-
late first: Trump has said
he’s “waiting” for a call
from Beijing, while Chi-
nese officials have repeat-
edly said they’re open to
negotiations but won’t be
bullied into talking.

In a separate statement
Friday, the Commerce Min-
istry said Washington’s
repeated use of excessively
high tariffs has become lit-
tle more than a numbers
game — economically
meaningless and revealing
its use of tariffs as a tool
for bullying and coercion.
“It’s become a joke,” the
ministry said.

China also warned that
it will “resolutely counter-
attack and fight to the end”
if the U.S. substantially
infringes on its rights and
interests. It also said
America should take full
responsibility for the dam-
age caused by the tariffs.

S&P 500 futures fell
alongside European stocks
after China’s announce-
ment, while futures on the
Hang Seng China Enter-
prises Index pared gains.
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Moratoriums recommended

zation has been planning battery
storage projects at some substa-
tions.

“This project allows our peak
demand to be reduced during
projected high-power usage
times through the month and
year,” he said. “Many people do
not realize this, but the cost of
electricity = varies  greatly
throughout the day ... the goal of
this project is to charge batteries
during night time with less
expensive energy and use it to
offset usage during those peak
hours.”

See Recommended page 2

Performing today

A Cincinnati Circus duo will perform two shows today to close Arts Place’s Eric R. Rogers Performance Series.
Tickets are $7 and are available at myartsplace.org. Performances will be held at 3 and 6 p.m. Free activities, including face
painting and juggling demonstrations, will begin 45 minutes before each show.
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would lose a projected $1.5 billion

House GOP Ppasses tax plan

Democrats
refer to
legislation
as a ‘scam’

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ

Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

A gargantuan local property and
income tax plan — alternately
dubbed a “great win” by Republi-
cans and a “scam” by Democrats —
cleared the Indiana House of Rep-
resentatives on Thursday. The 65-
29 vote was decided largely along
party lines.

It came a day after lawmakers
made sweeping edits with Gow.
Mike Braun’s blessing. And the
Senate appears poised to consent to
the changes.

“SB1 offers meaningful tax relief
for Hoosiers. The plan to CUT, CAP,
and REFORM means relief now
and systemic changes for the
future to protect taxpayers,” Braun
posted on social media. “Thank
you to the House for their hard
work and I look forward to the Sen-
ate sending this to my desk for sig-
nature next week!”

Senate Bill 1 would save home-

TAX HIKES
FOR
HOOSIERS

Indiana Capital Chronicle/Leslie Bonilla Muniz

Rep. Greg Porter, House Democrats’ finance lead,
delivers remarks to reporters on the Republican-led passage of
a massive local tax plan. Porter and his caucus held a news
conference, featuring bright red and orange signs, after the

House adjourned on Thursday.

owners a collective $1.2 billion in
property taxes over three calen-
dar years, from 2026 through 2028,
according to a Thursday
fiscal analysis. It does so largely
by creating a credit for 10% off
every homestead’s bill, up to $300
each.

Rep. Jeff Thompson, R-Lizton,

dubbed it a “great win for Hoosier
taxpayers” Thursday.

Thompson, the House GOP cau-
cus’ tax and budget head, said
about two-thirds of homeowners
would pay less in 2026 than this
year under the overhauled legisla-
tion.

over the three years, per the analy-
sis. Public school corporations
alone represent about half the loss,
at $744 million — although Democ-
rats contend other tax changes
push that figure to almost $300 mil-
lion.

“It’s a loser for schools,” Rep.
Greg Porter, D-Indianapolis, told
the chamber.

In comments to reporters Thurs-
day, House Speaker Todd Huston,
R-Fishers, noted that estimates for
local government losses are based
on projected revenue. He urged
greater focus on year-over-year col-
lections.

“I'm going to push back on every-
body that says, ‘Well, we would
have collected ‘x.” Before you say
it’s a cut, what dld you collect last
year? And what are you collecting
this year? And then tell me what
the numbers are,” Huston conclud-
ed.

House Democrats accused their
GOP colleagues of strong-arming
local units of governments into
raising local income taxes to make
up property tax revenue losses.

The legislation caps total local
income tax rates for all counties to
2.9%, down from 3.75%. Municipal-
ities would be authorized to impose
rates up to 1.2% within that county
total — a tool they have not had
before. Under current law, they
have to get county officials on
board to nab a local income tax.

Weather

Jay County had a high temper-
ature of 49 degrees Friday.

Today’s forecast calls for
sunny skies with a high in the
mid 50s. The low will be in the 30s
tonight.

Expect mostly cloudy skies
with winds gusting to 25 miles
per hour and a high in the low 60s

Sunday. Windy conditions will
continue overnight with a low in
the lower 50s.

Highs will climb into the
upper 30s under mostly cloudy
skies Monday. There is a 30%
chance of rain.

See page 2 for an extended out-
look.

In review

Jay School Board will meet
in executive session at 4 p.m.
Monday.

Also, Fort Recovery School
Board has moved its meeting
from its regularly scheduled
date of April 21 to Monday,
April 14. It will meet at 6:30 p.m.
in the community room at Fort
Recovery High School.

Monday’s Jay County Com-
missioners meeting.

Wednesday — Details from
next week’s Dunkirk City
Council meeting.

Thursday — Coverage of
the JCHS baseball game
against New Castle.

But local units of government See Tax page 2
Coming up )
—
Tuesday — Coverage of
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Draper added that all of the
power would be used locally for
members of Jay County REMC.
In addition, he said, a contract
between Jay County REMC and
generation and transmission
electric cooperative Wabash Val-
ley Power Alliance for moving
forward with the project would
provide guaranteed proceeds to
Jay County REMC every month,
helping keep members’ electrici-
ty costs low and bringing in cap-
ital funds to the cooperative.

Brent Reyher of Wabash Valley
Power Alliance said there are
three sites that have been ear-
marked as potential battery stor-
age locations in Jay County.
(Those sites are alongside substa-
tions in the areas of Trinity and
Mount Zion — Mount Zion sub-
station is currently in develop-
ment — and Greene Township.)

Plans are to store energy
alongside substations, he
explained, on land owned by the
cooperative. The properties
would be fenced in and remotely
monitored at all times.

Other protections include
thermal management systems
and battery cell isolation,
according to documents shared
at the meeting. The batteries
would be made from lithium iron
phosphate, which documents say
is safer and more stable.

Paul Brown of Energy Safety
Response Group noted battery
storage is regulated, requiring
various safety protocols to be put
in place and approved for each
facility.

Each site would store less than
eight megawatts of energy.

“Battery storage would play a
pivotal role to help keep costs
down and offset some significant
upward pressures in the cost of
power today,” Reyher said.

If the three battery storage
projects were to be delayed or
canceled, he continued, there
would be “upward pressure on
retail rates for cooperative mem-
bers.”

Taylor Christian, lead project
manager at NextEra Energy
Resources, noted his company is
also undergoing safety measure
discussions and testing for a
potential project in Jay County:

Rural Portland resident Bob
Lyons said NextEra Energy
Resources, which owns and oper-
ates Bluff Point Wind Energy
Center in southern Jay County
and northern Randolph County,
is planning a battery storage
facility on his farm ground. He
talked about the subsequent
raise in assessed value and
potential tax abatements that he
said would benefit the whole of
the county.

Rural Union City resident
Diane Siegrist read from a pre-
pared statement, voicing safety
concerns with battery storage
facilities and questioning
whether Jay County REMC
members would see benefits
from it.

“How much more do we want
to put in our county for the bene-
fit of people not living here?” she
asked. “Too many of our young,
productive youth are moving out
of the county. I just want it to be
safe for my children, my grand-
children, future generations and
don’t you want the same for your

children and your grandchil-
dren?”

Commission member Jeanne
Houchins said the commission
needs to educate itself on battery
storage before creating an ordi-
nance. Plan commission mem-
ber and Jay County Commis-
sioners president Chad Aker and
commission members Brad
Daniels and Todd Skirvin shared
similar sentiments.

“I'just don’t want this to be the
wild west,” Aker said.

Commission member Matt
Minnich, who also serves as Jay
County Council president, said
landowners should be able to do
what they want on their land.

Solar farms

Four companies — Invenergy,
Scout Clean Energy, Leeward
Renewable Energy and Hodson
Energy — are planning solar
farms in Jay County.

Jay/Portland Building and
Planning director John Hemmel-
garn noted none of the projects
have started construction yet.
Pati McLaughlin, assistant
director of Jay/Portland Build-
ing and Planning, pointed out
the moratorium will not impact
those projects.

Several residents spoke in
opposition of solar farms Thurs-
day.

Approximately 5,441 acres of
Jay County are slated for solar
farms in the coming years, noted
Diane Siegrist. She questioned
how many of those acres are in
“prime farm land” and how
much more farm land the county
plans to give up to solar farms.

Jeff Birsfield of rural Port-

land — he also previously
served on a committee made to
put together solar and wind
ordinances — shared concerns
about whether renewable ener-
gy sources are helping to reduce
pollution and issues with cur-
rent setback requirements for
solar facilities.

Brady Johnson of rural
Bryant noted he’ll have solar
panels across from his property
with one of the planned proj-
ects. He told plan commission
not to listen to recommenda-
tions from company representa-
tives who don’t live in Jay Coun-
ty. (Birsfield soon after read off
a list indicating a majority of
farmers involved in pending
renewable energy projects don’t
live in Jay County.)

Mark Trumbauer of NextEra
Energy Resources suggested
plan commission look at legisla-
tion passed from other counties
and states, saying there are
many others going through the
same situation.

Lyons cautioned the county
on setting a moratorium.

“It seems to me like you’re
closing the barn door after the
horse is out,” he said. “You've
got four (projects), and you
won’t let anymore in?”

Commissioner Duane Mon-
roe said he would like to see a
moratorium in place for solar
companies to give officials time
to consider ordinance stipula-
tions, such as setback require-
ments.

Hemmelgarn noted some
solar projects have asked for
and received extensions on con-
struction timelines. (Compa-

nies have cited delays with
regional transmission organi-
zation PJM Interconnection's
process.)

AKker questioned whether the
county will see the solar projects
take shape. He pointed out the
projects would bring economic
development dollars into the
county and referenced Indiana
Senate Bill 1, which in part
could reduce county revenue.
Aker said the county will need to
look for a revenue replacement
if the bill passes.

Commission members and
Hemmelgarn voiced concerns
about the current solar ordi-
nance, pointing out the county
can't measure its effectiveness
on solar projects because none
of the planned Jay County facil-
ities have been completed.

Minnich noted when the solar
ordinance was originally creat-
ed more than six years ago, there
weren’'t commercial solar facili-
ties near Jay County. That has
since changed, he added.

Recommendations

Plan commission president
Scott Hilfiker reminded commis-
sion members they weren’t mak-
ing a decision Thursday on
whether to accept or deny pro-
posed projects.

Casey Wagner and Aker, Hil-
fiker, Skirvin, Daniels, Houch-
ins and Minnich, absent Steve
McIntosh, recommended up to
one-year moratoriums on com-
mercial battery storage and
commercial solar operations.
(As reminded by McLaughlin,
officials can choose to end a
moratorium at any time.)

CR almanac

Daily Three: 8-1-2
Daily Four: 1-4-2-7

Pick 5: 9-7-4-3-7

Tax ...

Continued from page 1

“This plan is a trick. It’s a scam. It
Hoosiers can’t under-
stand that 2.9% of their income is a
lot more money than a $300 proper-
ty tax credit,” House Minority
Leader Phil GiaQuinta, D-Fort
Wayne, told reporters during a
Thursday news conference.

Republicans are
telling you they are cutting property
taxes so they can score political
points,” he continued. “But let me
tell you the truth ... They’re forcing
our local servants to take the heat

Rep. Mike Andrade, D-Munster,
called the measure “a bait and
switch” in which “local govern-
ments are left with no choice but to
raise income taxes or slash critical
services to subsidize the revenue
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ik S
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gusts  may | day when the | with lows | will hit the | showers with
reach up to | high will be in | around 35. lower 40s. highs in the
25 mph. the 70s. mid 60s.
for raising your taxes.”
Lotteries
Hoosier Pick 3: 8-1-4
Mldday Pick 4: 3-1-0-5 loss.”

Thompson pushed back, noting

the new, lower cap actually “slash-
es” untapped local income tax
capacity from $5 billion to $3 bil-
lion. That didn’t satisfy Democrats.

Rep. Ed DeLaney, D-Indianapolis,
said it still would allow local gov-
ernments to hike income taxes by
three times more than what home-
owners would save in property
taxes.

“I don’t think that would hap-
pen,” he said of locals. “But, Braun
math says (that) if I save you a
nickel in your left pocket, I can take
15 nickels out of your right pock-
et.”

House Speaker Todd Huston
offered vehement defense in a rare
speech from the floor.

“The idea that this is a bait-and-
switch is comical ... because at the
end of the day ... we are providing
taxpayer relief. We are,” Huston
told his colleagues.

The local income tax furor
appeared to trouble Braun.

“I have heard from several
Hoosiers since my property tax deal
was announced yesterday who are
concerned about the local income
tax provisions in the bill. Let me be
clear,” he wrote in a Thursday
morning social media post. “I
agreed to a deal that delivers mean-
ingful property tax cuts ... and cuts
the total local income tax rate by
23% from 3.75% t0 2.9%.”

Although Braun wrote he
“trust(ed)” that’s what was in the
massive amendment approved
Wednesday, his team was still exam-
ining the document “line by line to
verify all of the language matches
the deal.”

This story was edited for length.
For the full version, visit indianacap-
italchronicle.com.
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Today in history

In 2013, Elle Sutter
won the 800-meter run,
1,600 run and 3,200 run,
and also led off the win-
ning 4x800 relay, for the
Fort Recovery High
School girls track team
as it scored 49.5 points
to finish second in a

three-team meet
against Jackson Center
(54.5) and Houston (43).
In 2018, the Jay Coun-
ty High School boys golf
team dropped its season
opener 183-215 to the

Wapahani Raiders.
—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Monday

9 am. — Jay County
Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Election Board, vot-
ing room, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

4 pm. — Jay School
Board executive ses-
sion, General Shanks
conference room, 414
Floral Ave., Portland.

4 p.m. — Jay County
Public Library Board of
Trustees, community
room, library, 315 N.
Ship St., Portland.

6 pm. — Jay County
Country Living Advisory
Board, living facility, 1194
E. 200 North, Portland.

6:30 p.m. Fort
Recovery Local Schools,
community room, high
school, 400 Butler St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

place in four disciplines
Tuesday as it competed in a
four-way Eastern Indiana
Academic League competi-
tion at Wapahani.

JCHS picked up victo-
ries in:

SERVICES

Today
Best, Pamela:
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-

merce St., Portland.

noon,

Monday
Laux, Jerome: 10:30 a.m,
471 St. Anthony Road, Fort
Recovery.
Harriett, Thomas: [1:30
a.m., Pennville Community Gym,
390 W. Pleasant St., Pennville.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

Ap

Rain Barrel Workshop

@ Interested in

Op b
Join
Bettie in

ELIE
FREE rain
barrel

harvesting

rainwater
from your

rooftop?

ril 17th at 6:00 pm

5948 W. State Road 67
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Angelina Geesaman and Londyn Cavanaugh.
International District Oratorical Contest to be held at Huntington University on April 26.

Regional Oratorical contest

Six Jay County students competed in the Optimist International Regional Oratorical Contest held April 3 at
Jay County Christian Academy. Pictured above from left are Vanessa Vanover, Sam Gibson, Anna Fisher, Leah Steed,
Gibson, Vanover and Cavanaugh will advance to the Optimist

Photo provided

Woman won’t pay unemployed sister’s rent

DEAR ABBY: At 63, I am the
youngest sister of four sib-
lings. We grew up in the tur-
moil of Dad’s alcoholism and
hoarding, as well as physical
and emotional abuse from both
our parents.

One of my sisters, “June,”
was sexually assaulted by my
brother. She’s 71 now and has-
n’t worked since she was in her
early 30s. She supports herself
on Social Security and a pen-
sion from her ex-husband. Her
ex-husband recently passed
away, and the pension stopped.
She now expects my sister and
me to pay her rent because
she’s “too old to be working
anymore.”

Abby, June is perfectly capa-
ble of getting a part-time job.
She refuses to apply for any-
thing despite my telling her I
will pay her rent for only two
more months. My other sister,
“Lisa,” is guilting me by saying
“we don’t want to see her on
the street.”

I'm about to retire after
working 48 years. I worked two
jobs until I was 52. I'm extreme-
ly angry about the situation.
Although I can afford it, I don’t
feel it should be my responsi-
bility because June won’t make
any effort to help herself.
Advice? — SIBLING DRAMA
IN NEW YORK

DEAR SIBLING DRAMA:
Schedule a family discussion
for yourself and your two
sisters. At that time, tell
them you are willing to help
June and, IF she gets a part-
time job, you would be will-
ing to pay PART of her rent
IF Lisa will split the cost

with you. Do this only if
both your sisters are willing
to make it a joint effort.

DEAR ABBY: My husband
and I always host every holiday.
During each holiday before we
eat, we say a Catholic mealtime
prayer because we are reli-
gious. However, recently, my
husband’s nieces and nephews,
who are in their early 20s,
stopped participating in the
prayer. I am OK with that, but
they talk and mock our prayer
while we are praying.

How can we handle this? Our
children noticed how inappro-
priate they were. I understand
if they don’t want to partici-
pate, but shouldn’t they sit qui-
etly and respect us? I am
against them coming into our
home, mocking our religion
and then putting out their hand
for a gift. Thanks for any words
of wisdom. FAITHFUL
HOSTESS IN PENNSYLVANIA

DEAR HOSTESS: Wow.

Community Calendar

Your husband’s nieces’ and
nephews’ behavior is beyond
rude. If they don’t wish to
join you in the pre-meal
prayer, they ABSOLUTELY
should be respectful and sit
quietly until you are fin-
ished. When it happens
again, the first words out of
your husband’s mouth after
“Amen” should be to TELL
them that what they’re
doing is rude and not appre-
ciated. However, if he can’t
bring himself to do that, the
ball will be in your court.

DEAR READERS: At sun-
down, the first night of
Passover begins. This major
Jewish holiday celebrates
the most momentous event
in Jewish history — the lib-
eration of the Jewish peo-
ple from slavery in Egypt.
Happy Passover to my read-
ers who observe this impor-
tant holiday. LOVE,
ABBY

Nominate,
recognize

volunteer

efforts

Cincinnatus League is look-
ing for individuals to induct
into its Hall of Fame at Jay
County Fair this year.

The organization honors
those who have contributed to
the Jay County community
through volunteer efforts by
inducting them
into the Jay Taking
County Hall of Note
Fame at the fair- —
grounds in Portland. This
year’s ceremony is slated for
July 2. Qualifications stipulate
individuals must be at least 65
years old by the time of the
event, live in Jay County or
have significant ties to Jay
County and have devoted time
and effort to the community in
ways beyond employment and
occupation.

Nominations must be
received by May 2. To learn
more, contact Karen Bailey at
(260) 729-1249 or Barbara Street
at (260) 726-5219.

Composting 101

There’s an upcoming work-
shop for learning how to turn
waste into something new.

Jay County Solid Waste Man-
agement District and Purdue
Extension Office are partner-
ing on Composting 101, a free
workshop slated for 6 p.m.
April 22 at the recycling center,
5948 W. Indiana 67, Portland.

Attendees will learn the art
of composting and discover
how easy it is to reduce waste
while enriching a garden, as
well as engage in a hands-on
edible compost activity. There
will also be a worm bin give-
away.

To learn more or ask for
accommodations, contact Pur-
due Extension Office at (260)
726-4707.

A‘CCULEVEI‘:‘

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Today

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
am. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

Sunday

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

JAY COUNTY DRUG
PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at noon
the second Monday of
each month at Jay County
Campus of Arts Place, 131
E Walnut St, Portland. For

more information, call
(260) 251-3259.
EUCHRE — Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
DIABETES SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 3 p.m.
on the second Monday of
each month at Mercer
Health in Coldwater, Ohio.
TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30

Sudoku

Level: Advanced
Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a

p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the second
and fourth Monday of
each month at Richards
Restaurant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

LET THE PROS | o,
HANDLE IT!

Sag "NO" to Cleaning
o ut Your Gutters.

20%

REDISCOVERING JOY
— The support group of
widows and widowers
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the
second Monday of each
month at R & R Fabrica-
tions, 601 E. Washington
St., St. Henry, Ohio. For
more information, email
rediscoveringjoy@yahoo.c
om.

Tuesday

COMPASSIONATE
CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient = Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance
C, 510 W. Votaw St., Port-
land.

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the third
Tuesday of each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

FRIENDS OF
COUNTY LIBRARY
Will meet at 6 p.m. the
third Tuesday of each
month at the library.

JAY

Filter

no‘recmu

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

10

« Cracked or Bowing Walls
« Settling Foundations

« Concrete Leveling

« Crawl Space Repairs

YOUR LOCAL
FOUNDATION REPAIR
AND WATERPROOFING
EXPERT.

For a basement, crawl space, or
slab foundation, we guide you on
the right path to a healthy home.

Family owned and operated
since 1996, we treat your home
like our own.

OUR SERVICES

* Sump Pumps
+ Waterproofing
& Encapsulation

« Sagging Floors

ACT NOW!
up 10 $600 off*

Offers can’t be combined.
Minimum purchase required.
Please call for details.

BEFORE

AFTER

CALL FOR YOUR FREE HOME INSPECTION

\ 877-229-0197

T e

Basement/Craw! Space Crew

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.

811]4]2|5[3]7[9]6 Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military
312|7]11|6]9]15(|8]|4 ++ We offer financing that fits your budget!*
5(9]6]7[4]8]2]1]3 Promo: 285
2|3lo]4]1]s5[6[7]8 CALL TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION!
116(5]18|2(7]3]|4(9

714181913|6l1]|5]|2 1'877 361'4260
4181316711925

915(1]13|8(2]4]|6(7

617(2]5]19(4]8]|3|1

For Jay County Elementary Schools

April 14-18

Monday: Main Entrees: Buttermilk pancakes, turkey sausage
link, syrup Alternate Entrees: Hot smokey ham and
cheese sandwich, strawberry parfait with granola, c-
jack cheese Sides for all meals: Tater tots

Tuesday: Main Entrees: Buffalo chicken dip, tortilla chips
Alternate Entrees: Hot smokey ham and cheese
sandwich, strawberry parfait with granola, c-jack
cheese Sides for all meals: seasoned corn

Wednesday: Main Entrees: Cheese pizza cruncher Alternate
Entrees: Hot smokey ham and cheese sandwich,
strawberry parfait with granola, c-jack cheese Sides

for all meals: French fries

Thursday: Main Entrees: Breaded chicken drumstick Alternate
Entrees: Hot smokey ham and cheese sandwich,
strawberry parfait with granola, c-jack cheese Sides
for all meals:Garlic mashed potatoes

Friday: No School

May Financial Group, LLC

Life e Health ® Employee Benefits
Medicare Supplements e Annuities e International Health

Jeff Hall, Matt Franks

Jjeff@mayfg.com matt@mayfg.com

111 W. Main

(260) 729-5200

Portland, IN
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Speak up in support of our library

To the editor:

On behalf of the Jay County
Public Library, I want to draw
your attention to recent devel-
opments of great significance
to Jay County Public Library
and to libraries across the
state.

Our state legislature is con-
sidering property tax and local
income tax reforms that may
result in lower revenue for Jay
County Public Library.

Our state legislature is also
proposing a 30% budget cut for
the Indiana State Library, an
agency that greatly supports

Letters to
the Editor

what we do here at Jay County
Public Library.

At the federal level, the Insti-
tute for Museum and Library
Services — an agency that dis-
tributes grants to states includ-
ing $3.5 million to the Indiana
State Library — is under con-
sideration to be eliminated.

Funding from all of these
sources is vital to the services Jay
County Public Library provides
— it helps fund our membership
in Evergreen Indiana, Info
Express (the courier service that
allows Jay County residents to
borrow from over 130 other Ever-
green libraries) and the Indiana
Digital Library (the provider of e-
books through the Libby App), as
well as all the materials and pro-
grams we provide.

These possible cuts in federal
and state funding along with cuts
in local property and income tax
revenue will make it more diffi-

cult for Jay County Public
Library to continue to provide
the kind of services and
resources for Jay County that you
are used to receiving. Programs
that support early literacy, fami-
lies and life-long learning will be
more difficult to do.

It has been our practice to not
involve Jay County Public
Library in political matters. How-
ever, these moves at the state and
federal levels represent a finan-
cial and symbolic threat to
library services in Indiana.

Therefore, we feel it is neces-
sary to respond with a call to

action by Jay County residents
who value their public libraries.

If you wish to have your voice
heard, I invite you contact our
state legislators, Rep. J.D.
Prescott and Sen. Travis Hold-
man.

Simply let them know how
much you value your library:

I know that Jay County loves
and supports Jay County Public
Library. We experience that every
day and we continue to be grate-
ful for that support.

Eric Hinderliter

Director

Jay County Public Library

Congress needs
to question Musk

By AARON SCHERB

Tribune News Service

No American is above
the law. When congression-
al Democrats on the House
Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform
Committee tried to subpoe-
na Elon Musk earlier this
year, Republicans blocked
the effort. What are they
trying to hide from us?

Elon Musk is the wealth-
iest individual in the
world. The Department of
Government Efficiency
and Musk are taking dras-
tic, and in some cases, like-
ly unconstitutional and
illegal actions that signifi-
cantly harm millions of
Americans.

Over the last two
decades, Musk has helped
build his personal fortune
with tens of billions of dol-
lars from our taxes. Since
2008, Musk and his compa-
nies have received more
than $38 billion in con-
tracts, subsidies, loans and
tax credits from the U.S.
government.

No one voted for Musk.
Because he was never con-
firmed by the Senate, he
never had to testify at an
open hearing and face
scrutiny for his actions
and DOGE’s activities. So,
why are congressional
Republicans afraid of him
answering questions to
provide the truth to all
Americans?

Because Musk has never
had to answer questions
about DOGE and his many
conflicts of interest, we
urge Congress to subpoena
him to testify under oath to
answer these questions:

— How much has your
net worth increased or
decreased since you start-
ed working at DOGE as a
“special government
employee”?

— How long is your con-
tract as a “special govern-
ment employee”?

— How much money
have your companies col-
lectively made or lost since
you began working in the
Trump administration on
January 20, 20257

— Which of your compa-
nies have gotten contracts
from the Trump adminis-
tration since you started
working as a “special gov-
ernment employee”? How
much are those contracts
collectively worth?

— Has DOGE ended or
attempted to end any con-
tracts that the federal gov-
ernment has with your
companies? What has been
your involvement in those
decision-making process-
es?

— What steps are you
taking, and what processes
have you implemented to
eliminate real and per-
ceived conflicts of interest
in your decision-making at
DOGE and within the
administration?

— What steps have you

Aaron
Scherb

taken, and what systems
have you created to ensure
that all DOGE employees
comply with the Ethics in
Government Act, the
Office of Government
Ethics regulations, and all
other ethics and conflicts-
of-interest laws and regula-
tions?

— You have repeatedly
said that DOGE would be
transparent. How many
FOIA requests has it
received? How many
requests has it fulfilled,
and how many FOIA
requests are still pending?

— Will you commit to
fully complying with all
aspects of the law and all
court decisions, even if
you disagree with them?
Numerous courts
have granted temporary
restraining orders against
the actions of DOGE and,
in some cases, ruled that
its actions are unconstitu-
tional. How can you guar-
antee that DOGE will
uphold the rule of law and
respect those decisions?

These are some of the
questions that our elected
officials must ask Musk as
DOGE and the Trump
administration continue to
make harmful decisions,
mainly in secrecy, that neg-
atively affect millions of
us.

Common Cause recently
launched a “Fire Elon
Musk” campaign that has
generated more than 25,000
calls, more than 40,000 let-
ters to congressional
offices, and more than
500,000 petition signatures
opposing Musk’s backing
of the Trump campaign
and involvement in the
government.

And when we tried to
run a “Fire Elon Musk” ad
in the Washington Post to
draw attention to his
unconstitutional and ille-
gal actions harming mil-
lions of Americans, the
Post backed out of publish-
ing the ad at the last
minute without explana-
tion.

As tens of thousands of
Americans continue to
contact their members of
Congress to urge them to
hold Musk accountable,
Common Cause will con-
tinue to demand trans-
parency and accountabili-
ty from Musk and every-
one in this administration
because no one is above the
law.

Scherb is the senior direc-
tor of legislative affairs at
Common Cause. He wrote
this for InsideSources.com.
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By JOHN KRULL
TheStatehouseFile.com

A social climber insecure about
his position in the world and a
party boy with self-destructive
impulses long before fame and for-
tune laid bare his weaknesses, he
was not the sort anyone could have
predicted would write a master-
piece as exquisite as “The Great
Gatsby.”

Maybe, though, it was Fitzger-
ald’s flaws that made it possible for
him to craft America’s most nearly
perfect novel.

Social climbers by definition
consider themselves outsiders and
observe others with the keenness
of both hunter and prey, never sure
where they will fit in the societal
food chain. They stay alert to
nuance and idiosyncrasy because
they’re never certain when either
an opportunity or a threat will
present itself.

His capacity for self-damage may
have attuned him to the ways men
and women pursue doomed paths—
and often continue to pursue them
even when they have come to know
the road ahead leads only to ruin.

Still, there is something almost
miraculous about “The Great Gats-
by,” which turned 100 on April 10.

It is a novel as beautifully
wrought as a divine sculpture, per-
fectly balancing sturdiness with
delicacy, a book that is both of its
time and yet timeless, a tale of the
American longing that is both ever
evolving and somehow eternal.

“The Great Gatsby” tells us of a
Midwestern lad named James
Gatz, who transforms himself into
Jay Gatsby, “an elegant young
roughneck”—Fitzgerald’s only
physical description of the charac-
ter who gives the book its name—
and quasi-bootlegger who builds a
fortune in pursuit of a dreamed
destiny.

The book tells of his obsessive
love for Daisy Buchanan, part Mid-
western lass, part Southern belle
and all entitled and somewhat
embittered debutante bride of Tom
Buchanan, a gruff trust-fund baby
who takes the best in life as simply
his due. Tom and Daisy are, the
book’s narrator informs us, “care-
less people” who smash up other
lives, both because they can and
because they are oblivious and
indifferent to the wreckage they
trail behind them.

That narrator is Nick Carroway,
another son of the Midwest. Nick
is a veteran of the Great War,
World War I, the War to End All
Wars.

At the start of the tale, Nick says
he returned from the fighting with
a desire to see the world stand at a
kind of “moral attention.” The
book, as it unfolds, reveals the
soaring costs of moral indiffer-
ence as it moves from penetrating
portraiture of a nation and an era
to violence to tragedy and finally
to elegy.

Nick is a storyteller who strains
to be detached, to care less than he
does, which makes him not entire-
ly reliable.

He moves through the action like
a man attempting to find his way
in a dense fog. He struggles to
make sense of right and wrong, of
good and bad, in a land and time
more attuned to sensation and sen-
sual pleasure than eternal verities.

His search gives the novel its

dreamy quality, with its hungry
and hopeless yearnings for green
lights in the darkness and dimly
conjured and improbable futures
and haunted yearnings for half-
remembered, half-imagined pasts.
It is a book that aches, one that
probes a nation that always seeks
and fears losing its best self.

It’s a cliché to find autobiogra-
phy in an author’s works.

But Fitzgerald is Gatsby, a Min-
nesota boy of shaky social stand-
ing who reinvented himself not as
a nouveau riche hustler on the
make but as an Ivy League chroni-
cler of the upper crust.

He is Tom and Daisy, trashing
friendships, his reputation and
even his own talent without mean-
ing to or seeming to be aware that
he was doing so.

And he is Nick, taking note of
everything he sees and struggling
to make sense of a world that both
fascinates and appalls him.

Gatsby also is us, we Americans
who believe we can make ourselves
into whatever we wish while
rarely acknowledging that pursu-
ing one’s most heartfelt desires
almost always comes at a cost.

Gatsby insists at one point that
we can relive the past.

From there, it’s a short hop to
believing we can alter history, sim-
ply by wishing it were otherwise.

But the past, like the truth, can-
not be denied.

It has a force that, as Fitzgerald’s
haunting conclusion makes clear,
sweeps all of us up and bears us
ceaselessly away in its grasp.

Krull is director of Franklin Col-
lege’s Pulliam School of Journal-
ism and publisher of TheState-
houseFile.com, a news website pow-
ered by Franklin College journal-
ism students.
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4-12 CRYPTOQUIP 4-14 CRYPTOQUIP
Trivial Review
H UZTUWB SHVK GHVW XHKKLV (Answers are printed below, upside down.) NCEV KD PVGB 'CMJ'pVII

RHDICNXCVLB HV RW CSSHDL.

H THBX LYLIWECKW TCQZK BGCN

EQFFHVF RL!
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SUPPOSING YOUR
HAIR HAS TURNED SILVER AND YOU NEVER
ATTEMPT TO HIDE IT, ARE YOU OPENLY GRAY?
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals F

Right for awards

1) What civil rights organization
did Susan B. Anthony co-found?

2) Which singer won the Grammy Award
for Album Of The Year most often (3 times)?

UIMS Jojhel (g
UONeIN0SSY 938eIUNS UBWOM [euoneN (T

OB 2*0% <
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQR
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Each number corresponds to a letter.

(Hint: 9=5)

18 24 18 18 15 22 9

Clue: Protective eyewear

2 24 25 2 4 9 9 3 24 25

Ciue: Brain injury

9 13 24 20 14 9

Ciue: Athletic endeavors

9 10 17 22 14 19

Clue: Protection

= % +

Solve the code to discover words related to sports safety.

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to sports safety.

DHEA

PpoaH Hlemsuy

Ayoyos ‘g syods "D uoissnouod g so|BBob ‘v :slemsuy

GUESS WHO ?

I am an actress born in California on April
9,1990. My parents were both in the film
industry and | made my acting debut in a
Disney Channel film. | became known for
playing a lead role in a saga about

vampires and werewolves.

1DMS)S USISLIY Llomsuy

umcX<HEHCTTT<I=ZmMWOMmMmw
Z2IrHZoXmurradxm—-==<oWmo
Z2CrM—-AXXC<=EMIVCIH<ZI>W0ND>
ocnNn—-mMm=ErmxXxXox-m-Arovunvuno:zx

HmMm—-H-o=Zu<H--MocCcHHZ200ONC<
VUNOrTPDPTOMES<Or—-O0O0=ZX>W VX
nVnmMmrocHXYIXMZ2Z0OM>»A2X>»CHIOVC
corunrHzZzrmuv=—-H=2Zc<HT<ZmT

AXrHuv-—Hoommununuoouoovromr

SAFE SPORTS WORD

T N D F
0 X 0 C
R ATI
D HOD
F 0 N A
M ENT
T 0O MW
E E T E
H P G I
B T S R
UDUHG
N A S G
R T H S
E G 0 X
F Y Y X
U I ER
N D A W
T N JV
AY F W
N 0 C B

AZMCrmmWOoO>roCuUr==xu—-H0W0n<

m
>
Y
Q
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

N N DO
N Y J E
N N O H
A G P O
CCwWT
C EML
S M TG
HTADO
W C R E
P X E N
NV P W
B A OO
0 S R D
Y R P L
N X C O
U E S O
S T R C
J TS O
A N V E
DRI U

WORDS

ATHLETE
CONCUSSION
COOLDOWN
EXHAUSTION
EYEWEAR
FLEXIBILITY
GUARDS
HELMET
HYDRATION
INJURY
LIGAMENT
MOTION
PADS
PREVENT
PROPER
PROTECTION
REPETITIVE

SORENESS
STRETCH
TENDON
WARMUP

UMW UOUMIXIOIXI<OI<—"<OmXDO®V
O—-AX=ZIXZ2Z<COO®OUUC=EXIXIPIP=IXX

The bulging eyes of
of these animals
allow them to seein
front, to the sides
and partially behind
them.
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DOMZFP RQV CIRCWD DFFEF]

LV UF

ICKZQOMZ DVNLIW LYV

QOEDFIN: GQKGBIF UFPPW.
Saturday’s Cryptoquip: I ALWAYS FIND TINY
HIDDEN MICROPHONES IN MY OFFICE. I WISH
EVERYBODY WOULD STOP BUGGING ME!
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: P equals R

Double Word Puzzle

Unscramble the words to reveal the sentence.

LI

MUJP

7

pewre [T

3

2

Creative Coloring

Color in this picture to create your own masterpiece.

THIS
DAY IN
HISTORY

U  APRIL Y

L/

1606: The Union
Flag is adopted as
the flag of English
and Scottish ships.

1900: President
William McKinley
signs the Foraker
Act into law, giving
Puerto Rico limited
self-rule.

1934: A 231 mile per
hour surface wind is
measured at Mount
Washington.
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65 How they 99

€6 sa
that i my

English: Frog
Spanish:Rana
Italian: Rana
French: Grenouille
Germadn: Frosch

Dd ow
e

Frogs are amphibians, which
means they are cold-blooded.
Their body temperatures
change as the
temperature
of their
surroundings
changes.

Get the KR
PICTURE?

Canyou guess what
the bigger picture is?

Bo.4 :1lemsuy

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 38 Veggie 2 Croftof 21 Pouch
1 Andean soup video 23 Succor
animal morsel games 24 Smart-
6 Prepares 40 Debtors’ 3 Sports phone
to drive notes venue down-
12 More 42 Ran 4— load
beloved into culpa 25 Caviar
13 Capital of 44 “Hey, 5 Tall cup- base
Kazakh- you!” boards 26 Non-
stan 46 Skin care 6 Follow sense
14 Rill brand 7 Bar 28 Moped’s
15 Slanted 50 Organize legally relatives
type an art 8 Greek H 30l love,
16 Cash show 9 Worker in Latin
advance 52 Erase oncom- 31 Pink
17 Nor- 54 Baby mission Floyd's
wegian rocker 10 Brown Barrett
seaport 55 Sunday or Yale 33 Mamie's
19 Leading entrees (Abbr.) man
lady? 56 Patients’ 11 Runner’s 34 Tempe
20 Europe’s shares tempo sch.
neighbor 57 Tender 12 Broad- 39Ina
22 Faux — spots band proper
24 Curved letters way
line DOWN 18 Kenyan 41 To date
27 Barks 1 Actor expedi- 42 Livy's
29 Nest egg Jared tions 1,300
choices 43 Franc
32 1984 Solution time: 26 mins. replacer
Steve 45 Beholds
Gutten- 47 Zap with
berg a beam
comedy 48 Play
35 High parts
point 49 “Of
36 “No course’
seats” 51 Okla-
signs homa
37 Space- city
craft com- 53 Egg —
partment young
.1 2 [3 [+ |5 7 8 [o Tio 1
12
14 15

16

56

saage & By Steve Becker

Tender loving care

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.
NORTH

AA9

vi4

+Q762

S#AQ1093

EAST

662
6 YAI03

¢+ A 10984

&]84

SOUTH

aKQJS
YKQ9752
+J5
&K
The bidding:
North East
| & 1 & v
1 NT Pass 4w
Opening lead — king of diamonds.

South  West

Pass

It is easy to win tricks with aces
and kings, and naturally far more
difficult to win them with deuces
and treys. Between these extremes,
though, lies the challenge of mak-
ing sure that intermediate cards —
those of middle rank — pull their
[ull weight, It is in this area that a
player must frequently exercise ten-
der, loving care.

Take this deal where West led the
king and another diamond against
four hearts. East took the ace and
continued with a third diamond.
South ruffed hopefully with the
nine, and when West discarded a

spade, declarer had gotten over his
first hurdle.

Declarer next led a low heart to
the jack, losing to the ace, but had
to go down one when East returned
another diamond. Tt did not matter
whether South ruffed with the
seven or the queen; either way he
would sooner or later lose a second
trump trick.

South would have made the con-
tract had he handled his trumps
more carefully. It was obvious that
East had the ten of trump after the
nine won the third trick, and it was
not difficult to deduce from the
bidding that East also had the ace
of trump.

South should therefore have led
the first trump from dummy, and
not from his own hand. At trick
four, he should have crossed to
dummy with a club or a spade and
returned a low trump.

If East followed low. South would
win with the queen and lead a low
trump back to the jack, depleting
West of his trumps in the process.
1l instead East wenl up with the ace
on the first trump lead and returned
a diamond, South would rull high,
lead a low trump to the jack, return
to his hand to draw East’s last
trump and claim the rest.

Either way, by leading the first
trump from dummy, declarer could
neutralize the defenders’ intermedi-
ate cards and at the same time
make maximum use of his own.

©2025 King Features Syndicate Tne.,

Contract
Bridge

£ By Steve Becker

Famous Hand

West dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.
NORTH
465
vg843
*¢AKQ6
$7643
WEST
493
YAQIL092
1105
*0Q95

EAST
aAT4
YKJ76
492
&dAJIOR
SOUTH
AKQI0872

The bidding:
West North
Pass Pass 1 14
29 24 4% 44
Opening lead — five of clubs.

East South

There are plays that seem to make
no sense at all when they are made,
but which. when carefully exam-
ined, turn out to be totally logical.
Consider this deal, played many
years ago by Albert H, Morehead,
one of the frue giants in the early
years of contract bridge.

Morehead was South and got to
four spades on the bidding shown.
West led a low club to his partner’s
ace, and East returned the jack of

clubs, won by South with the king.
Morehead crossed to the queen of
diamonds and returned a trump.
After East followed low, declarer
— lacking X-ray vision — won
with the king.

It was at this stage that More-
head made a rather peculiar play.
He led the five of hearts! West won
with the nine and returned the
queen of clubs, ruffed by South.
Now Morehead played a diamond
to the king and led a trump (rom
dummy. East went up with the ace,
but that was the last trick for the
defense. Morehead lost only a
spade, a heart and a club, and so
made four spades.

Now let’s suppose that Morchead
had not made that strange heart
play at trick five. Let’s say he had
made the “more normal” play of a
diamond to the king to lead another
trump from dummy through East’s
A-L In that case, Morehead would
have gone down one against proper
defense. East would go up with the
ace of spades and lead a heart to
West, who would return a diamond
for East to ruff.

Morehead’s odd-looking heart
play. specifically designed to cut a
subsequent link between East and
West, prevented this from happen-
ng.

Tomorrow: An anti-percentage play.
L2023 King Fearures Syndicate Inc.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 39 To the — DOWN 19 Teen
1 Buckle degree 1 Stinger hangout
5 Dawn 41 Gym site, 2 Utah ski 22 Squat
goddess for short resort 24 Asian
8 Monster 42 Prius 3 Nothing, holiday
12 Others maker in Nantes 25 Tier
(Lat.) 45 Jellied 4 Tropical 26 At all
13 Dad on entrees fruit 27 D-Day
“Black-ish” 49 “l had a 5 ‘Apollo site
14 Frost ball!” 13" actor 29 Lucy of
15 Dance 51 Inside 6 Acapulco “Kill Bill”
move info gold 30 Sun-
16 Sweetie 52 Part of 7 Faxed bather’s
18 Canal site  Q.E.D. 8 “Is that goal
20 Clef 53 More- 507" 33 Pouch-
variety over 9 Talking like
21 Play area 54 Jazzy turkey? parts
23 Erie James 10 Julia of 36 Some
Canal 55 Beams film ermines
mule 56 Singer 11 Coastal 38 Barked
24 Dress Orbison eagle 40 Uplands,
rehearsal 57 Calendar 17 Hesitant for short
28 Sword squares sounds 42 Level
handie 43 Other, in
31 Ages and Solution time: 21 mins. Oaxaca
ages 44 Miles off
32 Prom 46 Teeny
rentals bit
34 Long of 47 Big
“Empire” name in
35 “Jabber- cosmetics
wocky” 48 Relaxing
starter refuges
37 Paint 50 First
dispenser numero

4-14

10 |11

15

18

25 |26

31

35

39

42 43

49

52

55
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SPEED BUMP Dave Coverly . or paMITY CIRCUS By Bil Keane SPEEE ,,;UP mna‘f°‘{f.r.l THE FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane

| CAN CHeCK, BUT M PRETTY ke
GVERYTHING 14eRQ 15 BLIBBERTRER.

Peanuts

Uit by King Feeturas Synd
. tamilyircus. corm

Jer

i \eani

“Daddy says it's very good and
he’s holding it upside down!”

Peanuts

THS WILSON AND PENN BOTH LOOK N,
QUITE MCR, BUT | THINK TRuiN TR )2
MOOD FOR A DUNLOP TONGHT. 2

ol

“Why didn’t they give a girl’s
name to Little Bo Pete?”

HERE'S
SOMETHING

IT'S A COMBINATION
OF FRENCH ONION
SOUP, FRENCH FRIES,
FRENCH TOAST, FRENCH |-
DRESSING AND FRENCH
VANILLA ICE CREAM

WWN_E00D .01

'Z1675 Freruss Woridair LG, Det. o Arwlreaes Weovial

HERE'S SOMETHING
ELSE THAT'S NEW...

=T

©2025 UFS, Inc.

TR ‘ _
= T -

BEAN, VEAZ,
ToMaToES AND

€ 2025 UFS.Inc.

Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

..AND THAT MEANS THAT FOR WE WHO You KNOW
ONCE AGAIN T TRY OUT FOR. STRUGGLE THAT's NOT
THE SWEET Misies A BASEBALL

SIMULATED SOFTBALL
TEAM !

HELLOENERYONE | WELCOME
TO THE FIRST PRACTICE OF
THE NEW INCOMPETENT

SOFTBALL LEAGUE. N.1S.L

mwme. \FYou HAVE
ANY USABLE SKILLS NOU WILL BE
ASKED T0 JOIN ANOTHER LEAGUE

SO THAT NO ONE IN THIS LEAGOE
\__FEELS THREATENED. 13

WHISTLES
WHEN T
PANT...1S
THAT A
SKILL 7

STEP BACK

AND TRKE

YOUR GLOVE

OFF YOUR
HEAD .

"

el e M fove O

©10/9 T LocktA~ DySr. G CREATIRS. Cont

TM RFRAID I NEeD
T BE GETTING BALK
T6 “THE OFFICE 4

T'LL GeT THE CHELK,
AND WeLL WALk

. T CAN HAYE A CONGENIAL

I'D HATE TO HAVE
TO MAKE YOU
GET UP AGAIN.

i bne Distsuted by King Foauies Swaicits

£ Comica

WO S0 PUEIH

50 WE'LL HAVE POLICE,
FIREFIGHTERS, PAVED

WHY DOESN'T
THE GOVERNMENT
PAY FOR THAT
STUFF?

@ 21 TG S20m

aniera BLy fn s

A e

Between Friends

WOW. - BENGITS EX-WIFE
WAS LOVELY... IT's

REALLY NICE To KNow

So- WHEN wiLL Yo
INTRODWEE RER T&
OUR. DRUGHTER™?

Your. [ oH-merel-
EX-WIFE ¥es,
1S LOVELY,

Blondie

Blondie

T WAS A BIT NERVOUS
T6 MEET HER,BUT SHE
WAS CHARMING! NoT To
MENTION FUNNY
AND yERY

BEATI FUL-

Yes -Yes, she I1s

2o WHY DID Youu
ALL oF THosE THINGS

LEAVE HERT

ki ey {125

I'M GOING SHOPPING,
T OK, HONEY

DEAR..

YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE TO MAKE
DINNER FOR YOURSELF
TONIGHT, |F THAT'S OK

NOT TO WORRY.

IT'S DAG..HE WANTS TO KNOW
WHAT'S FOR DINNER AND IF WE

! CAN FEND
FOR
MYSELF

BEFORE THIS WORK DAY STARTS,
JUST REMEMBER, BUMSTEAD...

AS MUCH AS | BELIEVE IN THE

I BELIEVE IN ) REALLY, BOSS?
you S EASTER BUNNY!
N %7l %‘%%bvwﬂ

rdirace Inc. World Rigres rassrvad

wwew Blandiz.com

2025 by King Features Syndicate, nc WWord nhts rasarved.

| —
Snuffy Smith Snuffy Smith
OH YEAM... HUSBAND SEASON THEM TWO DON'T KNOW T,
I ALM?S‘"\; OPENED T'DAY I BUT WE'RE REALLY TH ONES
FERGOT !

TOOTIN' !

53 2

SOMN wEe u-iu m

IN CHARGE 1!

Beetle Bailey

CAN'T I TRUST

THIS IS
INSUBORDINATION!

YOU WITH
ANYTHING2!

WE WERE
GOING TO
BINGE THAT
SERIES
TOGETHER!

I NEED THESE
SURVEILLANCE
PHOTOS PRINTEDR

2-HOUR

O Y AVE
PHOTOS POYOL EIOY

A COUCH T
CAN WAITONZ

orr-

The Commercial Review W: Deluer

Maybe it’s a chuckle from
reading a vintage Peanuts
cartoon. Maybe it’s a column
by a member of The CR staff.
But we try to keep our sense

of humor.
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00 CLASSIFIEDS

90 SALE CALENDAR

90 SALE CALENDAR

100 JOBS WANTED

200 FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING

RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....

12.40

1 insertion......... 62¢/
word

2 insertions....... 81¢/
word

3 insertions....... 96¢/
word

6 insertions.... $1.14/
word

12 insertions. $1.52/

word
26 insertions. $1.77/

Classified Display
$6.95/ per column
inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classitied
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline
is 12:00 p.m. the day
prior to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportuni-
ties, jobs wanted,
boats and sporting
equipment, wanted to
rent, motorized vehi-
cles, real estate and
mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be
sure to check your ad
the first day it appears.
We cannot be respon-
sible for more than one
days incorrect copy.
We try hard not to
make mistakes, but
they do happen, and
we may not know
unless you call to tell
us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review,
309 W Main, Portland,
Indiana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUC-
TION & ROOFING
LLC. Amish crew. Cus-
tom built homes, new
garages, pole barns,
interior/ exterior
remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, sid-
ing, roofing, founda-
tions. 260-726-5062,
leave message.

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Bab?/ . Blankets,
AppliquE, Zippers,
Hemming, Memory T-
Shirt, Special Orders,

Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL

SEASON Construc-

tion- Specializing in
standing seam metal
roofs. hen Quality

Counts, Count On US.
A company you can
trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rod-
ney Thornbury, owner
765-509-0191
PUBLIC AUCTION

SUBSCRIBE
TO THE
COMMERCIAL

REVIEW

up to
49%
off

Newsstand prices
Subscribe at
thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141

Located at 8341 N

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,
Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Dave’s

Heating & Gooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

400 E, Bryant Indiana
(Bearcreek Farms) on
Saturday Morning
APRIL 12, 2025
AT 9:30 A. M.
HOUSEHOLD
GOODS - OLD &
COLLECTORS ITEMS
(2) Oak glass sliding

door lighted disEIay
cabinet, nice; Oak cor-
ner lighted cabinet;
Berne Haus Furniture
sofa, love seat and
oversized chair;
karaoke machine;
THOMAS KINCAIDE:
large picture, Wonder-
land Express tree,
iTwas The Night
Before Christmas fig-
ure, light houses and
globes. Large assort-
ment of spittoons;
large assortment of
metal miniatures;
games; toys; cast iron
skillets; Atari Flash-
back 7 game console;
Wagner cast iron pot
with lid; Wagner skil-
let; Tasco telescope;
large assortment of
Christmas decora-
tions; animated witch;
gum ball machine;
combo; kids bikes;
stroller; sleds; golf
clubs; cotton candy
maker; CEMENT:
angel, guy on tractor,
owl, raccoon, bird bath
and others; and man
other items not listed.
MOWER - TOOLS
Craftsman DLT 3000
mower with 18.5 hp
engine; Troy Bilt 5.5
hp snow blower with
electric start; Troy Bilt
5500 watt generator;
Craftsman table saw;
25T floor jack; Centugl
wire feed welder; an
many other items not
listed. AUCTIONEERS
NOTE: This is only a
partial listing of the
many items that will
be sold Please note
that we will be running
2 rings. Doors will
oPen at 8:00 a.m. day
of auction for preview.
Keith Huey Loy Auc-
tion AC#31600027
Auctioneers Gary Loy
AU01031608 Travis
Theurer AU11200131
Aaron Loy
AU11200112 Kaden
Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 505 West
Line Stretlelzl, Geneva,
Saturday Morning
MAY 3, 2025
9:30 A.M.

REAL ESTATE:

1 Q story home with 3
bedrooms, 1 full bath-
room and 1426 square
feet of living area.
Home has gas forced
air furnace with central
air, gas water heater,
a water softener and a
partial basement. The
kitchen has nice oak
cabinets with space
for a table along with
a dining room. There
is a 24i x 26i 2 car
detached garage with
heat and water, a
small utility barn with a
walk in cooler and a
32i x 48i pole barn
that has a workshop
with heat and water.
This property sits on

2.06 acres. This prop-
erty has been well
maintained and has a
spacious yard.
For more information
or private showin%
contact LOY REA
ESTATE KIM LOY
BROKER 260-726-
2700 OR GARY LOY
AUCTIONEER 260-
726-5160
REAL ESTATE WILL
SELL AT 9:30A.M.
Personal property will
sell immediately fol-
lowing real estate.
KEN & MARCELLA
DOHERTY, Deceased
By Lois Debolt and
Penny Hirschy
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
GaryI_Loy AU01031608
ravis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy
AU11200112
Kaden Kha(\;yata
AU12400069

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

Public Notice

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that
the City of Portland Plan Com-
mission will conduct a public
hearing on Thursday, May 1,
2025 at 5:30 pm in the confer-
ence room of the Community
Resource Center, 118 S Merid-
ian Street, Portland, IN 47371.
On the agenda will be the es-
tablishment of a moratorium
on the permitting of commer-
cial battery storage facilities
within the City of Portland’s
jurisdictional area to allow
for the development of an or-
dinance establishing stan-
dards and regulations for
such facilities.

John Hemmelgarn
Zoning Director/Administra-
tor
Jay/Portland Building De-
partment
118 S Meridian Street / Ste E
Portland, IN 47371

CR 4-12-2025-HSPAXLP

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Auts Sales & Sewuice, Tue.

Highway 67 W,
Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 8341 N 400
E, Bryant Indiana
(Bearcreek Farms) on
Thursday Afternoon
April 17th, 2025
5:00 P. M.
HOUSEHOLD
GOODS - OLD &
COLLECTORS ITEMS
- TOOLS
Amana washer and
dryer; Frigidaire refrig-
erator; Mid Century
Modern wardrobe;
Lazy Boy recliner;
gentlemanis dresser;
chrome table with 4
chairs, nice; ; LARGE
ASSORTMENT OF
RAILROAD MER-
CHANDISE TO
INCLUDE CARS AND
TRACK, MOST IS HO
GAUGE WITH MANY
OF THEM NIB A
PLEASE NOTE WE
HAVE OVER 10
LARGE TOTES OF
RAILROAD ITEMS.
Coca Cola bottle
bank; wood money
display cases; shov-
els; rakes; aluminum
ladder; trimmer; saws;
and many other items
not listed.

TED & KAREN HORN
ESTATE
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
GaryI_Loy AU01031608
ravis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy
AU11200112
Kaden Kha5yata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday April 19th,
025

TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 3202 W
600 S, PORTLAND IN
TRACTORS i PICK-
UP A RIDING
MOWER
Ford 9N Tractor. Ford
8N Tractor w/ Sher-
man trans. 1989
Dodge D100 pickup
truck w/ 318 engine.
25 ton Io%s litter.
Simplicity 4212 mower
w/ 38i cut. John boat.
Sears 3.5 horsepower
boat engine. Cement
mixer. . Fishing poles
and supplies.
ANTIQUES n FURNI-
TURE - MISC
Oak roll top desk. Oak
office chair. Liberty
wood stove. Cedar
chest. Cast iron lawn
sprinkler. Cast iron
utch oven. Cycle
mower. W Kirby
sweepers. Window air
conditioner. Dog cage.
Squirrel cage fan. .

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

o Life e Health
¢ International
Medical
Employee Benefits
¢ Dental ¢ Vision

¢ Medicare

Supplements
Annuities

MATT FRANKS

your hometown agent
(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Wendel’s

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning
; | Von Schrader Dry

€y Foam Cleaning
|

Green Seal®
Approved

Donna Wendel
Cell: 260-251-1077

For Quick Drying,
Residential &
Commercial

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

Several items not
mentioned.
OWNER: Mike L Hunt
Note: Check Auction-
soft and AuctionZip for
more photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANT-
ED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

ole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

PORTLAND WATER
PARK is acceptin

aﬂglice}tion for CERTI-
FIED lifeguards for the
2025 season. Applica-
tions are also being
accepted for conces-
sion stand workers. No
certification is
required. The Water
Park is open 7 days
per week and employ-
ees will be expected to
work weekends. Appli-
cations are available at
Portland City Hall, The
City of Portland web-
site, and Portland
Water Park Facebook
page. 2025 season
runs May 24th through
mid to late August.
Applications will" be
accepted at City Hall,
321 N. Meridian St.,
until Fridayl,_ May 2nd at
4:00p.m. The CEy of
Portland is and Equal
Opportunity Employer.

130 MISC. FOR
SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads.
$1.25 plus tax. Pick up
at The Commercial
Review Tuesday thru
Friday 10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various
sizes and prices. Call
The ommercial
Review at 260-726-
8141 for more informa-
tion.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on
one side..35 cents

each or four for $1.40,
plus tax. The Com-
mercial Review, 309

W Main, Portland 260-

726-8141.

190 FARMERS
COLUMN

AG RENTAL Spread-
ers: BBI, Artsway Verti-
cal. New Holland 228
skid loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

Public Notice

Public Notice
To all customers of Ohio Val-
ley Gas Corporation and its
wholly-owned subsidiary,
Ohio Valley Gas Inc. (collec-
tively, “OVG”), please take
note that the company expects
to file revisions to Sheets No.
15 and 15a, Appendix G, Ex-
cess Deferred Federal In-
come Tax (EDIT) Rider on or
about April 9, 2025, with the
Indiana Utility Regulatory
Commission and is expecting
an order from them around
May 14, 2025. The purpose of
this revision is to remove ref-
erence to the $0.00 charge for
Grandview customers, since
the rider is not applicable to
such customers. As this
charge was already $0.00,
there will ultimately be no ef-
fect on customer bills.
To the extent that you have
any questions about this re-
vised tariff, please contact the
company at Telephone: 765-
584-6842; or John Stenger at
john.stenger@ovgas.com; or
mail any questions to, Ohio
Valley Gas Corporation, 111
Energy Park Dr., Winchester,
IN 47394. Alternatively, you
may contact the Indiana Reg-
ulatory Commission at Secre-
tary, Indiana Utility
Regulatory Commission, PNC
Center, Suite 1500 East, 101
West Washington Street, Indi-
anapolis, Indiana, 46204 or
contact the Indiana Office of
Utility Consumer Counselor
at PNC Center, Suite 1500 S,
115 West Washington Street,
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204.
CR 4-12-2025-HSPAXLP

Bricker s Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

v Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly,
distribution,  offices,
inside and outdoor
storage. Easy access
to major highways and
railroad access with
loading docks and
overhead cranes avail-
able. Contact
Sycamore Group, 419-
678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.c
om

FOR RENT 2 BED-
ROOM HOUSE with
%arage in  Redkey.
vailable May 1st.
260-223-8631

230 AUTOS,
TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for
junk autos. We pick u
at your location. 1-765-

546-2642 or 1-765-
857-1071. Slocumis
Salvage

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

Alcohol & Tobacco
Commission
LEGAL NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
The Alcohol Beverage Board
of Jay County, Indiana will
hold a public hearing at 11:00
am on April 22, 2025 at the City
Council Chambers, 1616 N.
Franklin Street, 1616 N.
Franklin St. in the city of
Portland in said county, to in-
vestigate the propriety of
holding an alcoholic beverage
permit by the applicants
listed herein to wit:
RR3836201 Beer Wine &
Liquor - Restaurant (210)
RENEWAL
Val's Bar & Grill LLC 1 S
Meridian St Redkey IN
D/B/A Val's Bar & Grill
RR3836293 Beer Wine &
Liquor - Restaurant (210-1)
RENEWAL
TAQUERIA EL AGAVE
AZUL LLC 605 N MERID-
IAN ST Portland IN
D/B/A TAQUERIA EL
AGAVE AZUL LLC
CH3830086 Beer Wine &
Liquor - Catering Hall RE-
NEWAL
Sapphires Reception Cen-
ter LLC 1100 W Votaw St
Portland IN
D/B/A Sapphires Reception
Center LLC
RR3842232 Beer & Wine Re-
tailer - Restaurant TRANS-
FER
Portland Pizza Hut, LLC
1502 N. Meridian Portland
IN
D/B/A PIZZA HUT
TODD HOLLMAN 7194 N.
329 E. Huntington, Presi-
dent
CR 4-12-2025-HSPAXLP

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

PUBLIC AUCTION

LOCATED: 3202 W 600 S, PORTLAND IN
SATURDAY

APRIL 19TH, 2025

10:00 A.M.

TRACTORS - PICKUP — RIDING MOWER
Ford 9N Tractor. Ford 8N Tractor w/ Sherman trans.
1989 Dodge D100 pickup truck w/ 318 engine. 25
ton log splitter. Simplicity 4212 mower w/ 38” cut.
(3) Stihl chainsaws. Craftsman 10 table saw.
Craftsman radial arm saw. Compound miter saw.
John boat. Sears 3.5 horsepower boat engine.
Cement mixer. Battery and electric power tools.
Salamander. Winco generator. Craftsman band saw.
Wood work bench with vise. Lawn and garden tools.
Fishing poles and supplies. Garden Way rear tine
tiller. Large lot of hardware. (2) Power washers.

ANTIQUES — FURNITURE - MISC

Oak roll top desk. Oak office chair. Liberty wood
stove. Cedar chest. Rocking chair. Cast iron lawn
sprinkler. Cast iron dutch oven. Cycle mower.
Scooter. Scale. (2) garden -cultivators. Large
galvanized bucket. Calf buckets. Fruit scale. (2)
Kirby sweepers. Window air conditioner. 51 Sanyo
flat screen TV. I Heater. George Foreman grill. HD
Mini state antenna. Other antennas. Dog cage.
Squirrel cage fan. Canning jars. Golf cart canopy.
Several items not mentioned.

OWNER: Mike L Hunt

NOTE: Check Auctionsoft and AuctionZip for
more photos.
TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY: CASH -
GOOD CHECK - CREDIT CARD .
STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD
SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING
AND REAL ESTATE
AC31800004
Pete D. Shawver Zane Shawver
Lic# AU19700040  Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587  260-729-2229
More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com
CR 4-12-2025 RB/NG 4-15 NT 4-16-2025

Visit
Us
At:
thecr.com

THE

CLASSFIEDS
Find it,
Buy It,
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in
The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a new car to a new home, to a new job,

the Classifieds deliver!

Go to thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141
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Patience at the plate

After JCHS hitters change approach they put

Page 8

Sports

up 16 runs in win over Delta

By ANDREW BALKO _ §
The Commercial Review ~ BOX score

A pair of groundouts to
the pitcher and a flyout to -] m . Delta Eagles
center field, getting the f/ 43;";‘ j/j /,/l ,]II_ .?{ 77 s ” 'f L vs. Jay County Patriots

i _ 1777 /) 7 2221207
: PV PP I TP PP IFPRF PSS PN ITY, PPV ITIVILLELE I 491107 madiidididiiiiiiitiiiidiis ab r h b
Arbuckle  unimpressed LTI IIIETEIIIITSITER I N i 7) jr;HH_!(e“JN';‘ iy % S1TiI} U/lﬂﬂlﬂuhhh Carter ss 2 0 0 0
with the Patriots’ approach SIIIIIINI 0 I s TR 110111 8 4411444 114441111153 145977 Loserp 100 0
: TN AT, 7721173311810 I | coneii 10 o o
at the plate in the bottom J1 1737177777 idddd 111117137 l ! 00 T | rebugere 3 1 2 0
half of the first inning. . : 41 30 R ITTRIIIRNIIIIIIRIIIIIIIS] | Hughes ¢ 3 000

His speech to the girls in ' i ' IIERTEess) | naameor 0 000 0
between innings must have Ir1 y gurns o g 8 i é
worked, because the Patri- R , 7121111 st |
o et s s v (I AR S | L.
eight hitters to the plate PIIFIFITIIEE S /fflf 11y : 4 &> i11] 7, ;l 477, Totals 24 3 8 1
and scored less than four = VIR J & f ///} Jay County (3-0)
runs in the next three jassnss - af f ‘ s, ab r h bi
run; 2727 A LTRSS 717 .
innings to end the game ,l/flf;f}'géfé/%f}i}fléx Missicanocf 4 1 2 3
early. CSLITTST 3 2 :

Tge offensive adjust- I e 54 4997, Lym;gr 0 2 0 o
ment led the Jay County ; ] S or 5 o 5 &
High School softball team Winner dp 3 2 2 1
to its third victory via Schwietermantt 3 3 1 2

P 2 0 2 0

mercy rule of the season Plessingercr 0 2 0 O

over the Delta Eagles 16-3 Boe 20 S 25,

On“”II“%urSday N Totals 28 16 11 9
e response shows a ;

D h /44 Delta 001 20X X—3

lot about their character,”
Arbuckle said. “Whatever
reason today, even warm-
ing up today we felt like we
were a little flat and
weren’t into it too much. I
talked to them a little bit
about it that you have to
come prepared to play no
matter who the opponent
is. Everybody’s gunning for
you and you have a bulls-
eye on your back now.”

Despite having run ruled
Marion and Blackford in
their first two games — Jay
County (3-0) scored at least
one run in the first inning
of those contests — the
Patriots let Delta (1-2)
escape back to the dugout,
while only forcing Katelyn
Burns to throw five pitch-
es.

Arbuckle pulled his girls
together as they were head-
ing out to play defense, to
talk about their approach
at the plate and urge them
to be more patient.

“(Coach) knew that she
wasn’t throwing a strike
the first pitch every time,"
said Jozey Shimp, who was
an offensive leader with
two doubles, three runs
scored and two RBIs. “So
he wanted us to sit and
wait on anything we could
hit in the gaps. ... That’s
what I did. I knew I didn’t
want a changeup, so I was
looking for something
down the middle that or
that I could hit to a gap.”

Carley Trinidad — who
secured the win in the cir-
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Jay County High School’s Dakota Chowning runs in on a fly ball that ended the first inning and
took away an opportunity for the Delta Eagles to score during Thursday’s 16-3 victory. The left fielder also
threw a girl out at home plate to save a run in the fourth inning.

cle with three unearned
runs on eight hits, two
walks and three strikeouts
over five innings — surren-
dered singles to Destinee
Drown and Ava West before
a pair of strikeouts gave
JCHS a chance to put what
Arbuckle had to say into
practice.

Shimp started Jay Coun-
ty off in the second inning
with a screaming line
drive that went off the
glove of Drown at third
base. Mallory Winner, Hal-
lie Schwiterman and
Trinidad all followed with
singles to crack the score

board. JCHS would score a
fourth run in the inning
off a single up the middle
by Morgan Missicano as
well.

The third inning started
off hot as well with Shimp
and Winner smacking
back-to-back doubles off
Haley Loser to score anoth-
er run. The second run
came on a ball Schwieter-
man smashed right at right
fielder Liz Bramlett, who
charged in too far and let
the ball tip off her glove.
Two more scored on a Mis-
sicano infield single, the
first of which she drove in

and the second as a result
of an error by Caidyn
Freiburger.

JCHS went on to score
eight more runs — none of
which were earned — in
the fourth inning on four
hits, three errors and two
walks.

In general, Jay County
was better able to take
advantage of errors than
the Eagles. Of the Patri-
ots’ 16 runs, only two were
earned as they benefitted
from 10 Eagle mistakes,
including a passed ball.

“I think it’s just a men-
tal ball game,” said DHS

coach Caitlyn Grim. “I
think it has to do with age
and learning the game and
the IQ of softball at this
level and knowing it’'s OK
to make one mistake, but
you can’t let it turn into
two.”

On the other side, Delta
only managed to plate
three unearned runs,
despite having runners in
scoring position in each of
the first four innings.

One reason DHS wasn’t
able to take advantage of
the five Jay County errors
was the Patriots having
three key defensive plays

Jay County 044 8XX X —16

LOB — Delta 8, Jay County 4. 2B
— Delta 1 (Freiburger), Jay County
3 (Shimp 2, Winner). SB — Delta 1
(Drown), Jay County 3 (Missicano,
Ruble, Bice).

IP H R ER BB SO
Delta
Burns 2
Loser 2

4 41 0 1
7121 3 2

Jay County

Trinidad 5 8 3 0 2 3

to directly save runs or cut
an inning short.

The first two plays came
in the fourth inning
between third base and
home plate after. First,
JCHS caught Loser in a
rundown after Trinidad
fielded a bunt by Bramlett,
ultimately resulting in the
runner being thrown out
returning to third base.
Three batters later, Bram-
lett tried to score on an
Ava Smith to left field, but
got gunned down at home
plate by Dakota Chowning
to end the inning.

The final key defensive
play came in the fifth as
shortstop Brenna Ruble
caught a short fly ball and
quickly flung the ball to
first base to double up
Burns and end the game.

“We preach to them
about next play,” Arbuckle
said. “You have to have a
short memory and not
dwell on it. We had those
three nice plays there. ...
Those were key plays to
turn things around.”

JCHS track teams open with wins over Tribe

The Patriots’ depth was key
for them to take down a foe

from across the border.

vault (9 feet)

«Peyton Yowell in the pole

*The 4x100-meter relay team

(45.75)

*The
(3:56.00)

Jay County swept the 400 and
1,600 runs, while adding a sec-
ond or third place finish to
stack points in the 800 run and
pole vault. (The top three
placements earned points for
its team in every event other
than the relays, in which only
the winning team received
points.)

Carson Fullenkamp led the
Tribe boys with a pair of victo-
ries in the shot put (45 feet) and
discus (119 feet, 5 % inches).
Isaac Roessner added the only
other individual victory in the
long jump (19 feet, 6 inches)
while the Fort Recovery 4x800
relay team took the top spot in
10:01.00. (They claimed anoth-
er scoring spot in all three of
the field events they won as
well.)

The Indian girls had a lot
more success in the individual
races, led by Anna Roessner
and Madison Heitkamp. Roess-
ner claimed the three sprints
with times of 12.51 seconds,
25.93 and 58.24 in the 100, 200
and 400 dashes, respectively.
Heitkamp’s wins came in the
hurdles, with winning times of
17.46 in the 100 and 52.80 in the
300.

Fort Recovery’s other victo-
ries came from:

Kennedy Muhlenkamp in

While the Indians’ natural
strengths in the individual
girls races and boys field
events shined, the Patriots
piled on the points with 20
first-place finishes between the
boys and girls and secured two
of the three scoring spots or
more in 17 of 28 non-relay
events.

The result was a pair of
Patriot victories.

The Jay County High School
track teams opened the season
on Thursday with wins over
the Fort Recovery Indians.

The Patriot boys won all but
one race and added two field
events to the list of victories to
run away with a 92-40 triumph.
The Jay County girls excelled
in the relays and field events to
beat FRHS 77-55.

Caden Gambill and Adam
Alig both won multiple events
for the JCHS boys. Gambill
focused on the sprints, claim-
ing 100-meter and 200 dash
(24.60 seconds), while Alig took
both hurdles events — 15.77
seconds in the 110 hurdles and
46.49 in the 300 hurdles — as
well as the high jump (5 feet, 6
Y% inches). Of those five events,
Jay County swept the 110 hur-
dles and added a second-place
finish in the 100 dash, 300 hur-
dles and high jump.

Other victories for the Patri-
ot boys came from:

*Blake Collins in the 400

4x400 relay team

Joelle Kaup of Fort
Recovery High School leads
teammate Riley Heitkamp and
Jay County’s Jessie Homan in
the 3,200-meter run in a dual
meet on Thursday. While
Kaup won the race for the
Tribe with a time of 13
minutes, 2.50 seconds, the
Patriots won the meet 77-55
due to strong performances in
the relays and field events.
The Patriot boys also took
down Fort Recovery 92-40.

The Commeril Review/Andrew Balko

«Jordyn Hutzler in the shot
put (32 feet, 1 inch)

Extra points from Jay Coun-
ty’s depth came in the pole
vault, high jump and long jump.

Jay County will be back in
action today at the Wapahani

The Jay County girls dominat-
ed in the relays and field events,
with victories coming from:

*4x100 relay team (53.37 sec-
ond)

+4x400 relay team (5:33.00)

+4x800 relay team (12:37.00)

cus while placing second and
third in the shot put.

Brooklynn Byrum secured
the only individual victory for
Jay County from a race by run-
ning a 6:00.62 in the 1,600. (JCHS
swept the event.)

dash (58.03 the 800 run (2:35.39 . . . . . . . .
-Joéeph ]?%oggs in the 800 run «Joelle Ka(up in tfle 3,200 run While the Patriots didn’t man- ‘Mya Kunkler in the high relays, while the Indians will
(2 minutes, 14.46 seconds) (13:02.50) ’ age to win many of the other jump (4 feet, 8 % inches) break until Tuesday. That meet

racing events, they took second «Maria Hemmelgarn in the will be at home against a pair

«Dash Thacker in the 1,600 «Karlie Niekamp in the dis-

run (4:58.68) cus (116 feet, 4 % inches) and third place in the 100 dash, pole vault (8 feet) of Midwest Athletic Conference
«Caleb Garringer in the 3,200 FRHS got extra points in the 200 dash, 800 run, 100 hurdles «Peyton Carpenter in the long foes in Versailles and St.
run (10:58.93) 400 dash, 3,200 run and the dis- and 300 hurdles. jump (15 feet) John’s.
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Homan then made up game for FRHS on the Box score

for his pitching mistake by
legging out a single on a
chopping ground ball to
Zach Osborn at shortstop,
allowing Wendel to reach
home plate.

By the end of the second
inning, Fort Recovery had
a 4-1 lead on AHS (4-3).
Austin Siegrist got the
frame started with a single
through the left side and
then traded places with
Gavin Evers on a fielder's
choice. Colson Post fol-
lowed with an infield hit to
second base to put Evers in
scoring position and Wen-
del got the ball through the
left half of the infield to
score the Tribe senior.
Both Post and Wendel
came in to score on a
Mason Diller single to left
field.

Two more runs came in
the third frame. Alex
Gaerke and Brody Hart got
the ball rolling with back-
to-back singles up the mid-
dle. Siegrist then legged
out a bunt for an infield
single that scored Gaerke
— he had to maneuver past
catcher Zeb Pleiman to
avoid the tag — but Hart
got caught trying to take
third base.

Siegrist, who finished 2-
for-2 with a walk, a run, an
RBI and two stolen bases,
swiped second and moved
to third on an Evers single.
Post finished the Tribe’s
scoring with a ball hit to
first base that allowed
Siegrist to head home.

“It was pretty good to
keep the runs going,” said
Siegrist of the first three
innings. “We kept pressure
on the pitcher. ... I was just
seeing the ball out of the
pitcher’s hand and he was

Couples is one of the oldest players
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FRHS second baseman Austin Siegrist fields a ground ball during
the Indians’ 6-3 win over Anna on Friday. Siegrist had a strong defensive
performance that included fielding three ground outs, turning a 6-4-3 double
play and tossing out a runner at home plate on a double-steal attempt.

throwing strikes. So being
aggressive, hitting and
looking for the pitch you
want (worked well).”

Homan earned the win
for Fort Recovery, tossing
four innings and only
allowing one run on three
hits, one walk and three hit
batters.

The junior got into a
slight jam in the second
inning after walking Kale
Hoying and giving up a
bloop single to Clay Cum-

mins. Homan started to
work through the trouble
by striking out Ethan
Egbert on three pitches
before catching Carson
Worthington looking in
the next at bat. Homan hit
the next batter, leading to
Hart coming to the mound
to talk. After the mound
visit, Homan sent Carson
Pleiman back to the
dugout with another look-
ing strikeout to end the
inning with no harm done.

“My defense makes me
feel good about it,” said
Homan, referencing that
his team made no errors
during the four innings
he was on the mound. “I
have all my trust in them
and then my coaches and
other teammates are sup-
portive. They give me
that extra energy that I
need, that extra motiva-
tion to just go at them
like I have nothing to
lose.”

mound, making quick
work of the Rockets in the
fifth and sixth innings to
hold the 6-1 lead.

Post, who made his first
varsity pitching appear-
ance, ran into a little bit of
trouble in the seventh as a
hit batter and an error put
the first two hitters on
base. A ground out to
Caden Grisez at shortstop
moved the runners up
before Aiden Keller drove
in a run with an infield sin-
gle.

While Zeb Pleiman’s
groundout scored a second
run, Post turned the water
off with a third dribbler to
Grisez to end the game.

“That’s great that we can
get a little depth there,”
said Eyink, referring to his
team’s pitching. (Fort
Recovery’s top three pitch-
ers were unable to go as
two had pitched on Thurs-
day and another is nursing
a hurt arm.) “In some of
these non-MAC games that
can be huge for us to stay
competitive in those as
well.”

Marion Local 3,
Fort Recovery 2

MARIA STEIN, Ohio —
The Indians fell in the Mid-
west Athletic Conference
season opener 3-2 to the
Marion Local Flyers in
eight innings on Thursday.

After giving up a run in
the bottom of the first
inning, FRHS took a 2-1
lead on a Post ground ball
that scored Siegrest in the
third and a Gaerke single
in the fourth.

Small ball helped the Fly-
ers (4-0, 1-0 MAC) as Parker
Hess led off with a single,
moved to second base on a

Anna Rockets
vs. Fort Recovery Indians

Anna (4-3)

ab r h bi
Osborn ss 3 1 0 O
CPleiman 2b 3 1 0 O
Keller cf 3 0 2 1
Aufderhaar If 3 0 1 1
ZePleiman ¢ 4 0 0 1
Hoying 3b 3 0 1 0
Cummins 1b 3 0 1 O
Egbert dh 3 0 0 O
Worthingtonrf 2 1 1 0
Totals 27 3 6 3

Fort Recovery (4-2)
ab

Wendel cf 2
Diller rf 3
Grisez 3b 4
Homan p 3
Klenke 3b 0
Gaerke dh 3
Hart ¢ 3
Siegrist 2b 2
Evers If 3
Muhlenkamp If O
Post ss 3
Totals 26
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Anna 100
Ft. Recovery 132

000 2—3
000 X—6

LOB — Anna 8, Fort Recovery 6.
2B — Anna 1 (Keller). SB — Fort
Recovery 3 (Siegrist 2, Wendel).

IP H R ER BB SO
Anna
ZaPleiman3 10 6 3 1 O
Egbert 3 000 1 1
Fort Recovery
Homan 4 4 1 1 1 6
Post 3120 1 1

groundout and to third on a
fly out. After a walk extend-
ed the inning, Hess made it
home on a wild pitch by
Gaerke.

MLHS caught a break in
the eighth inning as Hess
reached base on an error
and a walk moved him to
second. The game winning
run was scored on another
error.

Jacob Foote was saddled
with the loss after giving
up one unearned run on
three walks and no hits.

to break par at Masters

By SCOTT HANSON
The Seattle Times
Tribune News Service

AUGUSTA, Ga. — Seattle
native Fred Couples had the
shot of the day in the first
round of the Masters on
Thursday, holing out from 186
yards for an eagle on the 14th
hole that propelled him to a 1-
under 71.

“I don’t think I’ve ever had
an eagle on a par-4 here
before,” said Couples, 65, who
hit a 6-hybrid on his hole-out.
“I hit it really, really well and it
just carried the ridge. I
thought I had enough to get

Sports on

over (it) and then (the patrons)
went crazy.”

Couples did not see the ball
go in, but he was certain it had
from the huge roars.

The 71 had Couples in a tie
for 12th place with the round
still going on, and he came just
a month shy of being the oldest
player to break par at the Mas-
ters.

Tom Watson shot a 71 in 2015
to still hold the mark at 65
years, 219 days, not that Cou-
ples was complaining.

“I'm happy as a clam,” said
Couples, who at 63 is the oldest
player to make the Masters cut.

tap

“I hit a lot of good shots. ... It
was a very fun day.”

It certainly was much differ-
ent from a year ago when Cou-
ples played here despite severe
back pain and opened with an
80 before shooting a 76 in the
second round.

Couples, who said before the
tournament that his only goal
was to make the cut, put him-
self in a good spot to do that as
the top 50 plus ties get to play
on the weekend.

On the way to the first tee,
Couples was greeted by CBS
broadcaster Jim Nantz, his
roommate and golf teammate

at the University of Houston,
and the two men hugged.

Couples then got off to a
great start, putting in for a
birdie from off the green —
about 50 feet he said — on the
tough first hole.

Couples said he hit a “pure”
putt, but said he was lucky it
went in.

He made the turn at 1-under
35, then ran into trouble at
Amen corner (holes 11-13). He
bogeyed the tough par-4 11th,
then after laying up on the par-
513th, he hit his third shot into
the water.

Couples seemed destined for

a double bogey on the hole, but
he made a big-swinging putt
from about 15 feet for a bogey.

“I really undercut a shot on
13 (that ended in the water)
and made a great 6, which kind
of was a big boost,” he said.

A bigger boost came two
shots later for the eagle that
got him back under par. He got
up-and-down from off the
green on his final three holes
to finish off a good round,
which has him looking for-
ward to Friday.

“I don’t think I’'m going to go
out there tomorrow and forget
how to play,” he said.

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Track at Wapahani —
9:30 a.m.; Baseball at Mississinewa —
10 a.m.; Boys golf at Yorktown Invita-
tional — 10 a.m.; Girls tennis at Hager-
stown — 10 a.m.; Softball at Fort Recov-
ery — 11 a.m.; JV baseball vs. Coldwa-
ter — 10 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball vs. Anso-
nia — 11 a.m.; Softball vs. Jay County —
11 a.m.; JV softball vs. St. Henry - 1
p.m.

Monday

Jay County — Baseball vs. Coldwa-
ter — 5 p.m.; Boys golf vs. Richmond —
5 p.m.; Softball vs. St. Henry - 5 p.m.;
JV baseball at Coldwater — 5:30 p.m.;
Junior high baseball vs. Bellmont — 5
p.m.; Junior high softball at Delta —
5:30 p.m.; Junior high track at South-
ern Wells — 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Softball vs. New-
ton — 5 p.m.; Baseball vs. Shawnee - 5
p.m.; Middle school track team meet at
Versailles — 4:30 p.m.

p.m.; JV baseball at Parkway — 5 p.m.

State at Maryland (BTN)

8 p.m. — UFC fighting: Julian Erosa

2:15 p.m. — MLB: Philadelphia vs. Darren Elkins (ESPN)
Tv SpOl‘tS Phillies at St. Louis Cardinals (FDSN 8 p.m. — USL Championship soc-
Indiana) cer: FC Tulsa at Oakland Roots (FOX)
Today 2:30 p.m. — UFL: Houston Rough- 8:30 p.m. — UFC fighting: Chase
7:30 a.m. — Premier League SOC-  nocks at Memphis Showboats (ESPN)  Hooper at Jim Miller (ESPN)
cer: Manchester City at Crystal Palace 2:45 p.m. — MLS soccer: Atlanta 9 p.m. — UFC fighting: Virna
(USA) _ United at New England Revolution (FOX) Jandiroba vs. Yan Xiaonan (ESPN)
8:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Bahrain

Grand Prix (ESPN2)

10 a.m. — Premier League soccer:
Nottingham Forest at Everton (USA)

11:30 p.m. — IndyCar: Acura Grand
Prix of Long Beach (FS1)

12 p.m. — College football: Ohio
State spring game (BTN)

12:30 p.m. — NHL: Washington
Capitals at Columbus Blue Jackets
(ABC)

12:30 p.m. — Premier League soc-
cer: Arsenal FC at Brentford (NBC)

12:30 p.m. — Bundesliga soccer:
Bayern Munchen at Borussia Dortmund
(ESPN)

1 p.m. — College baseball: Wake
Forest at North Carolina (ESPN2)

2 p.m. — The Masters golf tourna-
ment (CBS)

2 p.m. — College lacrosse: Ohio

3 p.m. — NHL: New York Rangers at
Carolina Hurricanes (ABC)

3 p.m. — Ama Supercross: Philadel-
phia (NBC)

3:05 p.m. — MLB: San Francisco
Giants at New York Yankees (FS1)

4 p.m. — College baseball: Oregon

9 p.m. — USL Super League:
Spokane Zephyr at Dallas Trinity (NBC)

9:30 p.m. — UFC fighting: Sean
Woodson vs. Dan Ige (ESPN)

10 p.m. — NHL: St. Louis Blues at
Seattle Kraken (FDSN Indiana)

12 p.m. — UFL: San Antonio Brah-
mas at Michigan Panthers (ABC)

1 p.m. — NBA: Indiana Pacers at
Cleveland Cavaliers (FDSN Indiana);
Detroit Pistons at Milwaukee Bucks
(ESPN)

1 p.m. — NHL: New York Islanders
at New Jersey Devils (TNT)

2 p.m. — The Masters golf tourna-
ment (CBS)

2:15 p.m. — MLB: Philadelphia
Phillies at St. Louis Cardinals (NBC)

2:15 p.m. — MLS soccer: Sporting
Kansas City at Portland Timbers (FOX)

3 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Food

at Maryland (BTN) Sunday City 500 (FS1)

5 p.m. — IMSA SportsCar Champi- 9 a.m. — Premier League soccer: 3 p.m. — UFL: D.C. Defenders at St.
onship: Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach  Liverpool FC at West Ham United (USA) Louis Battlehawks (ABC)
(USA) 11 a.m. — Formula 1: Bahrain 3:30 p.m. — NBA: Los Angeles Clip-

6:40 p.m. — MLB: Pittsburgh
Pirates at Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indi-
ana)

7 p.m. — NLL lacrosse: Las Vegas
Desert Dogs at Ottawa Black Bears
(FOX)

Grand Prix (ESPN2)

11:30 a.m. — Premier League soc-
cer: Newcastle United at Manchester
United (USA)

12 p.m. — College softball: Georgia
Tech at North Carolina (ESPN2)

pers at Golden State Warriors (ESPN)

4:30 p.m. — IndyCar: Acura Grand
Prix of Long Beach (FOX)

5 p.m. — College softball: Nebraska
at Northwestern (BTN)

7 p.m. — NWSL soccer: Bay at

7 p.m. — USL League One soccer: 12 p.m. — IndyCar: Acura Grand Chicago Red Stars (ESPN2)
Naples at Richmond Kickers (FOX) Prix of Long Beach (FS1) 7:10 p.m. — MLB: Chicago Cubs at
8 p.m. — College volleyball: Stan- 12 p.m. — College lacrosse: Rut- Los Angeles Dodgers (ESPN)

ford at USC (BTN)

gers at Michigan (BTN)

9:30 p.m. — MMA: Professional

Fighters League (ESPN2)
10 p.m. — NHL: Colorado Avalanche
at Anaheim Ducks (ESPN)

Monday

3 p.m. — Premier League soccer:
AFC Bournemouth at Fulham (USA)

4:30 p.m. — College softball: Rut-
gers at Michigan (BTN)

7 p.m. — NHL: Dallas Stars at
Detroit Red Wings (FOX)

7:30 p.m. — WNBA: 2025 WNBA
Draft (ESPN)

7:45 p.m. — MLB: Houston Astros
at St. Louis Cardinals (FDSN Indiana)

Tuesday
12 a.m. — NBA Playoffs Play-In: TBD
at Orlando Magic (TNT)

11 a.m. — Liga MX soccer: Juarez
at Necaxa (FS1)
7:05 p.m. — MLB: Cleveland

Guardians at Baltimore Orioles (TBS)

7:30 p.m. — NHL: Florida Panthers
at Tampa Bay Lightning (ESPN)

8 p.m. — NHL: Utah Hockey Club at
St. Louis Blues (FDSN Indiana)

10:30 p.m. — NHL: Los Angeles
Kings at Seattle Kraken (ESPN)

Tuesday
Jay County — Softball vs. East-
brook — 5 p.m.; Baseball vs. New Cas-

tle — 5:30 p.m.; Track tri meet at
home — 5:30 p.m.; Junior high baseball
at Bellmont — 5 p.m.; Junior high soft-
ball at Yorktown - 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track tri meet at
home - 4:30 p.m.; Baseball vs. Park-
way — 5 p.m.; Softball at Parkway — 5

CAREFREE COMPLEX
31 Leisure Lane
Dunkirk, IN 47336

765-768-6723

NOW
AVAILABLE

Large ground floor
1 bedroom apartment.
Income based,
Limited rental
assistance available

For Hearing Impaired Only
Call TDD# 1-800-743-3333

=2

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

“This institution is an Equal Opportunity
Provider and Employer”

(A

Advertise your golf course in all of our publications with

FOUR 3x5 ads in The Commercial Review

TWO 3x5 ads in The News-Gazette
ONE 3x5 ad in The News Times

for

or email

Call (260) 726-8141

ads@thecr.com

Or run two 3x5 ads for your golf course
in the publication(s) of your choice during April for:

Ads must run in April.

Rates do not apply to special sections.

The Commercial Review - $1 56
The News-Gazette — $1 45
The News Times — $1 20




JCHS softhall visits
Fort Recovery today,
see Sports on tap

Both Jay County track
teams beat Fort Recovery,
see story page 8

Sports

www.thecr.com

Tribe rebounds

Indians put together complete game effort 24 hours aﬁ‘er MAC loss

Page 10 The Commercial Review

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY — The
Indians had dropped their first
conference game of the season
just 24 hours before they had to
take on the Rockets.

A hit by pitch, a towering dou-
ble and miscommunication on a
bunt for an infield single put the
Tribe behind in the top of the
first inning.

It would have been easy to get

down on themselves, but instead
they picked themselves up and
turned in a solid performance
all around.

The Fort Recovery High
School baseball team bounced
back from a loss to Marion Local
with a 6-3 victory over the Anna
Rockets on Friday.

On Thursday, Fort Recovery
(4-2, 0-1 Midwest Athletic Con-
ference) lost the first conference
game of the year on a walk-off
error after taking the Flyers
into extra innings. However, the
Indians didn’t let the recent loss
or the early deficit get them
down.

“That’s awesome and what
we’re hoping to see,” said FRHS
coach Kevin Eyink. “These guys
didn’t let (that loss) get them
down and took a great approach
those early innings at the plate
and really had some really nice
hits and got that early lead that
kept us going.”

After Noah Aufderhaar’s RBI
single in the top of the first
inning, Caden Homan struck

out Zeb Pleiman to strand run-
ners on first and third. The
Tribe then immediately struck
back to tie the score.

Reece Wendel got plunked on
Zack Pleiman’s first pitch of the
game to reach base and moved
over to third on a walk from
Mason Diller and a Caden
Grisez ground out

See Rebound page 9

"h
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Fort Recovery High School catcher Brodie Hart takes a swipe to try and tag out Anna’s Aiden Keller during a double
steal in the first inning of the Indians’ 6-3 win on Friday. Hart didn’t manage to catch Keller, but only because he ran far enough
out of the baseline to be called out, keeping the deficit at one run. After surrendering the first run in the top of the first inning,
Fort Recovery didn’t allow a run until the seventh, when it already held a 6-1 advantage.

Fort Recovery picks
up a pair of wins

FREE Mammogram
Screenings

Must be scheduled

Eligibility Requirements:

= Women over the age of 40

= Women without insurance

by May 31, 2025.

Schedule your
FREE Mammogram
Screening today!

= Resident of Jay or Blackford

Counties or immediate su
Indiana county

= Have not had a mammogram in the

past year

= Never had breast implants
= No personal history or symptoms of

breast cancer

*Additional testing, views, o

procedures after the initial screening

rrounding

765.751.5825
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FORT RECOVERY —
The Tribe had a small
hiccup against Celina on
Monday.

Three days later the
Indians were faced with
their first Midwest Ath-
letic Conference chal-
lenge and got just enough
offense to get the job
done.

Less than 24 hours
later, they secured a sec-
ond victory.

The Fort Recovery High
School softball team
pulled off back-to-back
wins Thursday and Fri-
day, beating Marion Local
3-2 and Fort Loramie 6-1.

Ava Grisez provided
FRHS (7-1, 1-0 MAC) with
an offensive lift against
the Flyers (3-5, 0-1 MAC)
by driving in a run on a
groundout in the third
inning and again with a
double in the fifth. She
scored what would be the
winning run in the fifth
on a single by Ella
Schoen.

Jenna Homan surren-
dered a late 2-run home
run to Haley Everman,
but found a way to finish
off MLHS to record the
win. She went the dis-
tance in the circle, giving
up nine hits and striking
out eight batters.

She also pitched all
seven innings against
Fort Loramie (1-4), giving
up one unearned run on
three hits. She also struck
out 10 batters.

The Tribe scored in
every inning but the sec-
ond in the victory.
Homan led the team with
two RBIs, while she
matched Schoen and
Layla Armstrong for two
hits apiece. Grisez was
the only Indian to score
two runs.

Jay walked off
ARCADIA — The Jay
County baseball team got
walked off by Austin
Kappes in a 54 loss to

Local
roundup

Hamilton Heights
Thursday.

With the game tied 4-4
going into the bottom of
the seventh inning,
Gavin Byrum surren-
dered a single to Josh
Newton and a walk to
Nick Hulen to put run-
ners on first and second.
Byrum worked a favor-
able 1-2 count against
Kappes, but the Huskie
managed to put the ball
on a line to left field and
drive in the winning run.

Byrum was saddled
with the loss after giving
up two runs on three hits
and four walks over two
innings of work.

Jay County (0-2)
pushed across a pair of
runs in the third and
sixth innings, while
Hamilton Heights (1-1)
chipped away for a run in
the first, second, fourth
and fifth innings before
the winning score in the
seventh.

Drew Schemenaur,
Carter Fugiett and
Joseph Geesaman led the
offensive drive, each with
an RBI double.

Still looking for their
first victory, the Patriots
will face Mississinewa in
a double header today.

on

Pats drop opener

DECATUR — Jay Coun-
ty’s girls tennis team
dropped its season open-
er to the Bellmont Braves
3-2 on Thursday.

Brenna Bailey secured
the victory at the No. 1
singles position over
Lelia Jin 6-4,6-4. (Bailey
played at the No.1 singles
position in two matches
last year in the absence

of Brenna Haines and
split the contests.)

The other point came
from doubles-player
turned No. 2 singles
Meredith Dirksen. The
JCHS senior took down
Lillian Jin 6-4, 6-1.

Jay County (0-1)
dropped the No. 3 singles
match as Lilly Johnson
was defeated by Emma
Fueling 6-1, 6-1.

The No. 2 doubles team
of Courtney Harris and
Bailey Towell secured a
game in each set, but fell

to Averie Coats and
Alyssa Coffey 6-1, 6-1.
Gretchen Link and

Sophia Sprunger lost the
No. 1 doubles match 6-0,
6-0 to Ella Ross and
Lilyana Suarez.

Junior high wins

The Jay County Junior
High School grade base-
ball teams swept Madi-
son-Grant on Thursday.

The seventh grade
team (1-0) edged out a 6-5
victory over the Argylls,
while the eighth graders
(1-0) had no trouble in
their 10-0 win.

Eli Westgerdes led the
offensive effort for the
seventh grade team with
a pair of RBIs, while
Roman Clamme, Jaylen

Brown and Jenson
Edwards added one each.
Starting pitcher

Andrew Myers earned
the win after holding
Madison-Grant scoreless
in the first inning and
getting run support in
the bottom half.

Rayden Sollars came
through for the eighth
grade team with a double
and a single that drove in
four runs. Brady
Millspaugh also notched
an RBI and scored a run
in the win.

Brody Collins earned
the win in one inning of
work before the Patriots
put up five runs in the
bottom of the first.



