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The Portland Easter Walk
is scheduled for 10 to 11 a.m.
Saturday at Hudson Family
Park. Attendees can walk
around the trail at the park
and collect candy along the
way.

Asbury United Methodist
Church, 204 E. Arch St., Port-
land, will host an Easter Egg
Hunt from 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday.

Friday — Coverage of  this
week’s Portland Board of  Avi-
ation meeting.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS softball team’s game
against Norwell.

In review Coming up

Esther Miller, 84, Geneva
Details on page 2.

Deaths
Jay County had a high tem-

perature of  53 degrees Tues-
day. The low was 44.

There is a 40% chance of
rain tonight with a low in the
lower 50s and winds gusting to
30 mph. Expect a high in the
upper 70s with continued
windy conditions.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Weather

Paving planned

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Street paving will begin next
week.

The City of  Portland
announced in a press release
Wednesday that paving for sec-
tions of  15 streets will start
Monday and continue through
May 2, weather permitting.

The paving is partially fund-
ed through a pair of  Indiana
Department of  Transportation
Community Crossings grants.

Portland was awarded a
$741,502.50 Community Cross-
ings Grant in November for the
bulk of  the streets involved in

the upcoming paving. It
received an additional $76,575
for Charles Street in March.
(Charles Street was part of  the
original application, but was
removed to correct an error in
documentation.)

The complete list of  streets
set for paving beginning next
week is as follows:

•First Street — Between
Wayne and Munson streets

•Franklin Street — From
Lafayette Street north to its
dead end at Portland Fire
Department

•Garfield Street — Between
First and Water streets

•Hayes Street — From Water
Street south to the alley

•Jaqua Avenue — From
Union Street north to its dead
end

•Maple Street — Between Sil-
vers Lane and Charles Street

•Munson Street — Between
First and Water streets

•North Street — Between
Middle and Glen streets

•Seventh Street — From
Meridian Street to the western
city limits

•Shank Street — Between
Fifth and Seventh streets

•Ship Street — Between Wal-
nut and Votaw streets

•Silvers Lane — Between
Maple Street and Olsen Lane

•Tyson Road — From Charles
Street to the western city lim-
its

•Wayside Place — Between
Charles and North streets

•Western Avenue — Between
Seventh and Water streets

•Williams Street — Between
Water and Walnut streets

Residents are asked not to
park in those areas between 6
a.m. and 7 p.m. during the
project in order to all Brooks
Construction to complete the
work.

See Paving page 2

Work is scheduled to begin next week

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Tensions flared Tues-
day in the Indiana Senate
as conversations around
an education deregula-
tion bill devolved into a
debate over social-emo-
tional learning, or SEL.

In focus was House Bill
1002, a Republican-
backed measure that
despite its length — 165
pages in the latest draft
— would strike multiple
sections of  current state
education code, trim-
ming about 35,000 words
in all. 

Examples include the
removal of  dozens of
“may” provisions, elimi-
nating specific COVID-19
pandemic requirements
and striking duplicate
code. Republican bill
author Rep. Bob Behning
estimated that the cuts
would reduce state educa-
tion regulations by near-
ly 10%.

There was bipartisan
concern, however, about
the bill’s deletion of
existing requirements for
teachers to complete
training in SEL trauma-
informed care and cultur-
al competency.

The bill would remove
“social, emotional, and
behavioral functioning”
evaluations from school
psychologists’ list of
responsibilities. School
improvement plans also
would no longer be
required to incorporate
“culturally appropriate
strategies for increasing
education opportunities”
for certain student popu-
lations at the school,
including different
racial, ethnic and socioe-
conomic groups.

See Tensions page 2

Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

China wants to see a
number of  steps from
President Donald Trump’s
administration before it
will agree to trade talks,
including showing more
respect by reining in dis-
paraging remarks by
members of  his Cabinet,
according to a person
familiar with the Chinese
government’s thinking.

Other conditions
include a more consistent
U.S. position and a will-
ingness to address
China’s concerns around
American sanctions and
Taiwan, said the person,
who asked not to be iden-
tified to discuss internal
thinking.

Beijing also wants the
U.S. to appoint a point per-
son for talks who has the
president’s support and
can help prepare a deal
that Trump and Chinese
leader Xi Jinping can sign

when they meet, the per-
son said.

The fate of  the global
economy and financial
markets hinges in large
part on whether the U.S.
and China can find a way
to avoid a protracted trade
war. Trump has hit China
with tariffs of  145% on
most goods since taking
office, prompting Beijing
to retaliate and threaten-
ing to wipe out most trade
between the world’s
biggest economies.

The offshore yuan
gained 0.2% against the
dollar in the wake of  the
report. The Australian

dollar, a China-proxy cur-
rency, also advanced 0.5%.
S&P 500 Index futures
pared losses from as much
as 1.6% earlier in the ses-
sion.

The rapid onslaught
of  U.S. tariffs has engen-
dered broad public support
in China for retaliation,
giving Xi a political incen-
tive to rebuff  Trump’s
repeated demands for a
phone call. The U.S. leader
on Tuesday again called on
China to reach out to him
in order to kick off  negoti-
ations to resolve the trade
fight.

See Talks page 2

Tribune News Service/The Dallas Morning News/Tom Fox

Shooting aftermath
Parents of Wilmer-Hutchins High School students pickup

their children Tuesday from the school stadium following a shooting
inside the facility. A 17-year-old suspect was booked late Tuesday night
into the Dallas County jail. He is facing a charge of aggravated assault
mass shooting, according to online jail records.

This section of
North Street between
Middle Street and
Western Avenue,
adjacent to Haynes
Park, is slated for paving
through an upcoming
project partially funded
through a Community
Crossings grant from
Indiana Department of
Transportation. North
Street will be paved
between Middle and
Glen streets. Work on
sections of 15 streets
is expected to begin
Monday. Residents are
asked not to park on
the streets slated for
paving between 6 a.m.
and 7 p.m.

China open to talks

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Emotional
Senate
debate
focused
on SEL

Tensions
flare
about
education
measure

Conditions include reining
in disparaging remarks



Continued from page 1
SEL, in particular, has

been targeted by Republi-
can lawmakers in recent
legislative sessions and
criticized by conserva-
tive groups that say such
practices are akin to lib-
eral ideology and should
not be permitted in
schools.

GOP supporters said
the newest proposed roll-
backs are in response to
federal guidance. A
recent U.S. Department
of  Education letter, for
example, said considera-
tions based on race in
educational settings is
“unlawful.”

“Teachers should be
focusing on academic
rigor, math, science,
reading, writing and
technical skills, instead
of  emotional regulation,
empathy,” said Sen. Gary
Byrne, R-Byrneville.
“Teachers are not thera-
pists, nor should they be
treated as such. Trained,
licensed mental health
professionals are better
equipped to handle the
social emotional aspects
of  student life.”

But his colleague,
Republican Sen. Ron Alt-
ing, of  Lafayette, dis-
agreed. He emphasized
that “the best counseling

I’ve had in my whole life
was from my teachers
and my coaches.”

“If  it wasn’t for my
coaches and my teachers
in my life to keep me
straight, to keep me
going, I’m not sure where
I’d be today. I sure would-
n’t be here, I can tell you
that,” he said.

“Those of  you saying
teachers aren’t qualified
… these kids need help …
these kids need someone
to love them,” Alting con-
tinued, becoming more
passionate. “I will leave
the room if  I hear anoth-
er senator in this place
say that a teacher or
coach is not qualified to
talk to our kids, or that
these kids don’t need to
be talked to because they
do.”

Across the aisle, Sen.
Rodney Pol, D-Chester-
ton, pointed to opposi-
tional testimony provid-
ed by teachers.

“They thought that
removing this require-
ment was going to be a
bad thing for their class-
rooms,” he said. “I hear,
by and large, from a lot of
parents and teachers is
that behaviors are the
problem in the class-
room, and that we need
help. … Proponents of

the bill say this is some-
thing that the parents
should be taking care of
at home … and that
teachers aren’t therapists
or social workers.”

“Ask a teacher, if  they
have a kid in their class-
room that is having melt-
down after meltdown
after meltdown, disrupt-
ing the classroom, consis-
tently jeopardizing the
education of  everybody
else in the classroom … I
can guarantee you that
teacher is going to say,
‘Yes, SEL is probably
going to be something
that is going to provide
some assistance to those
students in those class-
rooms,” Pol noted.

Democratic Sen. J.D.
Ford, of  Indianapolis,
doubled down that SEL
“applies skills to manage
emotions, build relation-
ships and make responsi-
ble decisions.”

“I have seen this first
hand with some of  the
students that I have been
in with schools. Instead
of  a student striking
another student, the edu-
cators were able to talk
with the students and
explain that we need to
use our words, as
opposed to striking
another student. That’s

social emotional learn-
ing,” Ford maintained.
“That is a life skill that a
student is going to need
for the rest of  their life.”

More than an hour of
debate left bill sponsor
Sen. Jeff  Raatz, R-Rich-
mond, on the defensive.

“I agree … we need
counselors in the class-
rooms and social workers
to help with the social-
emotional needs of  the
children. There’s no two
ways about it. What I dis-
agree with is that we
mandate, from this build-
ing, that there’s a certain
percentage of  your time
that you have to counsel,”
Raatz said in his final
remarks. “The sheer
thought that we’re
pulling things out that’s
going to hurt kids — I
take offense. … We’re
talking about kids’ lives
and interaction between
individuals. And the
more the state gets
involved, the more trou-
bles we have.”

The bill advanced from
the Senate chamber in a
31-18 vote. 

Democrats — along
with eight Republicans —
opposed the legislation,
which now returns to the
House for final delibera-
tions.
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Friday
Chowning, Connie: 5 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod

Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-

merce St., Portland.
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Rebecca James
July 23, 1945-April 13, 2025

Rebecca James, age 79, passed
peacefully away on April 13,
2025, at The Waters of  Dunkirk,
Indiana. 

Born July 23, 1945, in Indi-
anapolis to Richard T. James
and Alice Beard James (later
Young), Rebecca graduated
from Carmel High School in
1963 and went on to earn her
bachelor's degree in elementary
education from William Woods
College in Fulton, Missouri, fol-
lowed by a master’s degree at
the College of  St. Rose in
Albany, New York. A proud
member of  Alpha Pi Sorority,
she retained many lifelong
friends from high school and
college. 

Rebecca was a dedicated third
grade teacher at Holy Spirit
School in East Greenbush, New
York, where her warmth and

humor touched the lives of  hun-
dreds of  students. She modeled
the value of  learning in the
classroom and throughout her
life, becoming a skilled photog-
rapher, genealogist and fiddle
player as the years went by. Her
curiosity, enthusiasm and keen
eye for details were characteris-
tic in all she did. 

Rebecca is survived by sons,
Peter J. Baldes (Gina Sondereg-
ger) of  Richmond, Virginia,
and Richard J. Baldes (Eliza-
beth) of  Albany, New York;
beloved grandchildren Anna,
Charlotte and Polly; and broth-
er, Richard (Sandra) James of
Florida. 

Predeceased by her parents
and stepfather Dwight Young,
Rebecca also leaves many
beloved relatives in the Young
family. 

A celebration of  life will be
held this summer. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family
asks that donations be made to
Arts Place in Portland or sim-
ply take a photo, play a favorite
song or spend a moment out-
doors in her memory

Baird-Freeman Funeral
Home of  Portland is handling
the arrangements.

Connie Chowning
May 14, 1947-April 15, 2025

Connie Chowning, age 77, a
resident of  Portland, passed
away on Tuesday, April 15, 2025,
at IU Health Jay Hospital in
Portland. 

Connie was born May 14,
1947, in Portland, Indiana, the
daughter of  Thomas and Mar-
jorie (Sanders) Green. She was
a member of  First Baptist
Church in Portland, Portland
Moose Lodge Auxiliary and
Portland American Legion Aux-
iliary. 

She married
Jack Chowning
on July 4, 1965. 

Survivors
include:

Her husband of
59 years — Jack
Chowning, Port-
land, Indiana 

Her children —
Bill Chowning (wife: Christie),
Portland, Indiana, Brad Chown-
ing (wife: Tonya), Portland,
Indiana, and Chad Chowning
(wife: Brandy), Portland, Indi-
ana

Sister — Linda Hudson (hus-
band: Rick), Montpelier, Indi-
ana 

Grandchildren — KaLa
Grady, Lacy Chowning, Lita
Chowning, Dakota Chowning,
Danica Chowning and Dustin
Bricker

Nine great-grandchildren
She was preceded in death by

her parents, Thomas and Mar-
jorie Green; and a brother Tom
Green.

Visitation will be held on Fri-
day from 4 to 5 p.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland.
Funeral services will follow at 5
p.m. on Friday at the funeral
home. 

Memorials may be directed to
Portland American Legion Post
#211. 

Condolences may be expressed
at williamsonspencer.com.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.
There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Obituaries

Chowning

Continued from page 1
Additional work in Portland is

planned for later this year.
Jay County Commissioners on

Monday awarded a $1.025 million
contract with Brumbaugh Con-
struction of  Arcanum, Ohio, for
rehabilitating and upgrading the
Seventh Street bridge over the Sala-
monie River. The county was

awarded a $1.03 million Community
Crossings grant in March for the
project. It includes adding a side-
walk on the north side of  the
bridge.

Other communities will have
paving work related to Community
Crossings grants this year as well.

In November, Redkey was award-
ed $166,134.75 for paving sections of

George, Elm, Sherman, Butler,
Cleveland, Wayne and Ash streets.

In March, Dunkirk received a
$143,126.25 grant for paving Pleasant
Street on the west side of  the city,
Fourth Street, D Street and Lincoln
Avenue between Main and Angle
streets.

All of  the Community Crossings
grants require a 25% local match.

Tensions ...

Paving ...

Continued from page 1
It’s unclear what will

produce a breakthrough to
get talks moving. While
both sides have indicated
they’re open to negotia-
tions, Trump appears
determined to get Xi on
the phone straight away
while China wants any
conversation between the
leaders to produce a clear
outcome.

Even then if  they agree
on process, fundamental
questions persist on what
any agreement would look
like. Trump’s demands

remain unclear, and tariff
levels on China would
need to remain high to
achieve his goal of  balanc-
ing trade and attracting
manufacturers to the U.S.

‘Difficult’ road ahead
While both China and

the U.S. probably want to
see tariff  rates lowered
due to domestic pressure,
negotiations are “unlikely
to lead to a meaningful
deescalation,” said
Michelle Lam, Greater
China economist at Soci-
ete Generale SA.

“There is a bit more clar-

ity on what China is look-
ing from: respect, consis-
tency and a point person,”
she said. “So now the ball
is in U.S. court on whether
they can meet these
demands. But that is still
difficult — especially if
the aim is to contain
China’s rise.”

According to the person
familiar with Beijing’s
thinking, the most impor-
tant precondition for any
talks is that Chinese offi-
cials need to know such
engagement will be con-
ducted with respect.

Talks ...

Arson suspected
Police are investigating

a suspected arson that
severely damaged a Port-
land home about 11 p.m.
Tuesday.

Portland Fire Depart-
ment responded to a call
to 134 E. Water St. for a
fire that started in the liv-
ing room and spread
throughout the house.

Three firetrucks and 18

firefighters responded to
fight the flames, putting
out the fire at 2:15 a.m.
Wednesday. Portland
Police Department and
Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office also arrived to the
scene, and the fire depart-
ment requested assis-
tance from Indiana
Department of  Homeland
Security.

Police located the sus-

pect a few miles away
from the scene at 1:22
a.m., according to a Face-
book post from Portland
Fire Department, and he
allegedly confessed to the
crime. As of  Wednesday
morning, no arrest had
been made.

One firefighter sus-
tained minor injuries
during the incident, the
post says, and he was

treated and released back
into service on scene.

According to data from
Beacon, the county’s Geo-
graphic Information Sys-
tem website, the property is
owned by Christy L. Hum-
mer.

Damage is estimated
between $80,000 and
$100,000, according to the
fire department. The case is
under investigation.

Capsule Reports

Probation violation
An Eaton man was arrested Sun-

day for violating his probation.
Landon R. Light, 25, 1065 W. 1000

North, pleaded guilty in Jay Superi-

or Court to a Level 6 felony for oper-
ating a vehicle while intoxicated
with a prior conviction. He was sen-
tenced to 730 days in Jay County
Jail.

A petition alleging he violated the
conditions of  his probation was filed
in court April 4.

Light was released on a $300 bond
from Jay County Jail.

Felony arrests

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$113 million

Mega Millions
6-10-13-24-63
Mega Ball: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$112 million

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 4-8-1
Daily Four: 2-6-2-0
Quick Draw: 1-16-20-

22-26-27-28-29-38-40-44-45-
46-51-56-57-69-74-76-80

Evening

Daily Three: 7-1-8
Daily Four: 4-6-7-7
Quick Draw: 3-4-5-8-13-

17-20-22-34-36-44-46-50-51-
55-57-58-61-62-68

Ohio
Tuesday
Midday
Pick 3: 7-5-0
Pick 4: 9-8-3-0
Pick 5: 8-2-6-6-3
Evening
Pick 3: 7-6-5
Pick 4: 3-3-2-9
Pick 5: 6-0-7-3-7
Rolling Cash: 8-24-33-

37-39
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

Lotteries

In 1492, Christopher
Columbus penned his
name on a contract with
Spain to find the “Indies”
and convert people to
Catholicism.

In 1965, gay rights
activist Frank Kameny
led the first picket for
gay rights at the White
House in Washington,
D.C., with the Matta-
chine Society of  Wash-
ington, an early national
gay rights organization.
Kameny had been fired
from the Army Map
Service about nine years

prior because of  his sex-
ual orientation. After
the Supreme Court
declined to hear his peti-
tion of  a discrimination
claim related to his ter-
mination — Kameny co-
founded the Washington
chapter of  the Matta-
chine Society.

In 2011, “Game of
Thrones” premiered on
HBO. Based on the nov-
els by George R.R. Mar-
tin, the show continued
for eight seasons over
the next eight years.

— The CR

CR almanac

79/61 63/47 60/49 67/45 62/47
Mostly

sunny skies on
Friday when
winds will
reach up to 35
mph.

Mostly
sunny on
Tuesday
when the
high will be in
the low 60s.

Monday
looks to be
mostly sunny
with a 50%
chance of
showers.

Saturday’s
forecast shows
a 90% chance
of thunder-
storms, with
more rain at
night.

There’s a
50% chance of
storms Sunday
when the high
will be around
60 degrees.

Friday
4/18

Saturday
4/19

Sunday
4/20

Monday
4/21

Tuesday
4/22

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.91
May corn..................4.94
June corn ................5.00

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.99
May corn..................5.06
June corn ................5.09

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.95
May corn..................4.95
Beans ......................10.39

May beans ..............10.39
Wheat ...................... 4.97

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.90
May corn..................4.92
Beans ......................10.38
May beans ..............10.41
Wheat ......................5.02

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.81
May corn..................4.86
Beans ......................10.26
May beans .............10.26
Wheat ......................4.84

Today
6 p.m. — Jay County

Board of  Zoning Appeals,
Community Resource
Center, 118 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,

1616 N. Meridian St.,
Portland.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board special meet-
ing, Portland Memorial
Park (Runkle-Miller
Field), Western Avenue.

6 p.m. — Redkey Town
Council, park cabin, 50
Mooney St.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
SMART RECOVERY — A

group for those struggling
with addiction that focuses
on motivation, coping with
cravings, managing
thoughts, feelings and
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient

Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

STITCH AND CHATTER
QUILT CLUB — Meets
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the
third Thursday of  each
month at Jay Community
Center. Show and teal is at 1
p.m. The club is open to all
ages and is for anyone who
wants to sew. Bring unfin-
ished projects and a sewing
machine. For more infor-
mation, call Nan Weesner
(260) 766-9334.

EN AVANT CLUB —

Meets at 1 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month.

UNDERSTANDING
YOUR SUICIDE GRIEF —
Meets from 1 to 2:30 p.m. the
third Thursday of  each
month. The support group
serves to help individuals
who have lost a loved one to
suicide. To register, contact
Stephanie Patterson at (260)
251-3259.

ORGAN TRANSPLANT
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet at 3 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month  in
the IU Health Blackford
main conference room.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet at 6:30

p.m. the third Thursday of
the month at Portland
Lions Civic Center, 307 W.
100 North. 

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winchester,
in community room 1.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition office at
100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 251-3259.

DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
MUSEUM — Is open from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the third
Friday and Saturday of
each month at Webster
Depot, 132 W. Railroad St.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will hold its
next meeting at noon Fri-
day, April 18, at Harmony
Cafe in Portland.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical

Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.

DEAR ABBY: My daughter-in-
law is very opinionated. At
times, we get along. But, in the
past, she has upset me by accus-
ing me of  not doing the right
thing. She and my son have two
young children together and full
custody of  his son from another
mother. 

I complimented my grandson
on looking after his little sister
at her birthday party and was
told that this wasn’t the case, as
she was being bullied by the
other girls while he stood by and
watched. My grandson has been
through a lot, and I got upset
and said to my son, “Perhaps
you need to consider the part-
ners you choose!” Bear in mind,
this was all done via text. 

I have given help with my

grandchildren whenever it was
requested. My daughter in-law
is now accusing me of  prefer-
ring my grandson over her chil-
dren, which is not the case. We
now have a fractured relation-
ship and can’t seem to resolve it.
Please, can you help? — FRAC-
TURED IN AUSTRALIA

DEAR FRACTURED: Your
grandchildren all share the
same father, regardless of
who their mothers are. Your

grandson could have handled
the bullying problem better
than he did, but he may not
have known how to step in.
(Or may not have felt he was
strong enough to intervene.) 

If  you weren’t fully aware
of  what was going on, you
couldn’t have known the com-
pliment you gave the boy was
unwarranted. HOWEVER,
for you to have told your son
what you did about his wife
was insulting and unkind.
Begin apologizing profusely
to her AND your son for los-
ing your temper and saying
something so hurtful. If  you
do, it may begin to heal the
breach.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I have been mar-

ried for 33 years. My husband is
great and treats me well. We’ve
had no problems. I recently got
in contact with my first
boyfriend from 40 years ago. We
have been texting on a daily
basis. We also talk on the phone
and so on and so forth. All the
feelings I had for him have
resurfaced, which is not a good
thing, since I’m married. 

I have shed many tears over
him (he is also married) and
can’t stop thinking about him.
Do I stay with the husband I
have been with for 33 years or
take a chance with the old
boyfriend? He says he still loves
me and has never forgotten
about me. Would he divorce his
wife to be with me? Probably.
I’m torn between two lovers and

feeling like a fool. Advice? —
FACING A CHOICE IN THE
EAST

DEAR FACING: Who
reached out to whom first? If
it was you, why did you open
Pandora’s box looking for
this man? And why have you
continued these texts and
phone calls “and so on and so
forth”? I urge you to explore
this before blowing up a mar-
riage of  33 years with a hus-
band who is great and treats
you well. Would your first
love marry you? Who knows?
Would your husband ever for-
give you? Maybe not. Please
run this by a licensed thera-
pist who can help you
straighten out the strudel in
your noodle.

Easter weekend is nearly
here. One local church
recently announced its
services for the holiday.

Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church of  Portland will
host its Good Friday servic-
es at 7 p.m.
Friday and
Easter serv-
ices at 10:30
a.m. Sunday with pastor
Robin Owen presiding.

Police participating
Police in Indiana are par-

ticipating in the National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s campaign
to curb speeding and dis-
tracted driving.

Additional patrols to look
for offenders will be in
place from April 5 through
19.

“Distracted driving isn’t
just risky, it’s deadly,” said
Indiana Criminal Justice
Institute traffic safety
director James Bryan in a
press release. “Taking your
eyes off  the road for even
just a few seconds can
change a life forever.”
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 
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By DIANE ROESSNER
Taking medication can be

risky, especially if  you are elder-
ly, live alone or take multiple pre-
scription drugs, which is quite
common for those who have
chronic illnesses. 

Here are some safety tips for
taking medication to help avoid
serious medication errors:

•Never take medication pre-
scribed for someone else

Taking someone else's medi-
cine can be extremely danger-
ous, even deadly. You should
never take medication pre-
scribed for someone else and you
should never give your medica-
tion to someone else. Your med-
ication is prescribed specifically
for you. The type and dose is
based on your personal health
needs including your body type,
height, weight and drug aller-
gies.

•Dispose expired or discontin-
ued medications

It is best to dispose of  all med-
ications that have expired or
been discontinued. Expired
medications can lose their effec-
tiveness or potency. And keeping
discontinued medication in your
home can make it too easy for
mix-ups to occur. Be sure to dis-
pose of  unused and discontin-
ued medications properly. IU
Health Jay and IU Health Black-

ford have Drug Take Back boxes
where you can safely dispose
medications. 

•Never combine multiple
drugs in the same bottle

Although you think you may
remember which pill is which,
anyone can make a mistake that
could lead to a dangerous med-
ication interaction.

•Never take medication that is
not clearly marked

Taking medication from
unmarked bottles can cause you
to take the wrong pill in error. If
you are ever unsure what a med-
ication is, be sure to see your
pharmacist to help identify.
Pharmacist can help verify med-
ications based on pill color and
markings.

•Make sure to consult with a
healthcare provider or pharma-
cist if  you have questions

If  you don't know why you are
taking a certain medication, you
need to ask questions. Your

healthcare provider or pharma-
cist will be happy to assist you in
understanding your medica-
tions. They can also review pos-
sible side effects so there are no
surprises. 

•Do not expect immediate
results

While some medications pro-
duce an immediate effect, most
of  them take some time to work.
Remember too, that any side
effects you may experience usu-
ally go away after a week or two.
Talk with your healthcare
provider or pharmacist about
any unpleasant side effects
before you discontinue taking a
medication. 

•Do not stop taking your med-
ication just because you feel bet-
ter again

Although you may start to feel
better, do not stop taking your
medication unless advised by
your provider. It is important to
take the medication as pre-
scribed to prevent the infection
from returning.

•Keep medications away from
children

Medication should always be
kept out of  the reach of  chil-
dren, regardless of  the bottles.
Children are smart and can
sometimes find ways to open

bottles even if  the caps are child-
proof. Medication should be kept
in a locked cabinet that is too
high for children to reach. It is
also important to keep away
from pets. 

•Make sure to read medication
labels carefully for every dose

Always read the label, no mat-
ter how many times you open
the bottle, check the medications
label to prevent a medication
error.

•Use a seven-day prescription
organizer

A seven-day medication
organizer may help you keep
track of  your medications and
when you need to take them.
There are also smartphone apps
which can help with reminders.
Keeping a list of  medications or
a pocket card in your wallet
which includes your dosage and
how often you take each medica-
tion is also helpful. And, includ-
ing your medical history and
any allergies you have will help
during an emergency.

If  you have any questions or
concerns, don't be afraid to ask
your healthcare provider or
pharmacist, your safety and
medications are very important.

••••••••••
Roessner is a registered phar-

macist at IU Health Jay.

Easter
services
slated
for this
weekend

Your
Health
Matters

Try using medication safety tips

Taking
Note

Harsh words over text intensify family spat
Dear
Abby

Community Calendar



Page 4 Opinion The Commercial Review
Thursday, April 17, 2025

VOLUME 151—NUMBER 246
THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 2025

The Commercial Review is published daily except
Sundays, Mondays and four holidays (New Year’s Day, Fourth
of  July, Thanksgiving and Christmas — holidays are observed
on Tuesday when they fall on a Monday) by The Graphic
Printing Co. Inc., 309 W. Main St., Portland, Indiana 47371.
Periodical postage paid (USPS 125820) at Portland, Indiana.
Postmaster: Send address changes to The Commercial Review,
309 W. Main St., P.O. Box 1049, Portland, Indiana 47371 or call
(260) 726-8141. 

We welcome letters to the editor, which are accepted by
email only to letters@thecr.com. They should be 700 words
or fewer, signed, with city/town of  residence and include a
phone number for verification purposes. We reserve the right
to edit for content and clarity. www.thecr.com

The Commercial Review
HUGH N. RONALD (1911-1983), Publisher Emeritus

JOHN C. “JACK” RONALD (1948-2022), Publisher Emeritus

RAY COONEY
President, editor and publisher

LOUISE RONALD
Board chair

TONIA HARDY
Business manager

BRIAN DODD
Production manager

US PS 125820

Subscription rates
Internet-only: Three days – $3; Monthly auto-pay – $10; 13

weeks – $32; six months – $60; one year – $108.
City (walking – where available): Monthly auto-pay – $12;

13 weeks – $37; six months – $70; one year – $125.
Motor route (where available): Monthly auto-pay – $13; 13

weeks – $45; six months – $76; one year – $144.
Mail: Monthly auto-pay – $14; 13 weeks – $51; six months –

$83; one year – $156.
Home delivery problems:  Call (260) 251-9588

“Were it left for me to decide whether we should have
government without newspapers or newspapers without
government I should not hesitate to prefer the latter.”

—Thomas Jefferson

By MICHAEL J. HICKS
The GOP is vacillating

between contradictory claims
that President Trump’s tariffs
are either negotiating tactics
designed to end tariffs every-
where or a long-term strategy to
onshore U.S. manufacturing. We
have no evidence that either
approach has worked anytime,
anywhere in the past 250 years.
Assuming this time isn’t differ-
ent, we should measure the
costs of  Trump’s tariffs.

Indiana imports over $100 bil-
lion in manufactured goods,
most of  it used to produce other
manufactured goods. Two
months ago, the average effec-
tive tariff  rate was about 2.5%.
Early last week, that rate across
the 50-plus countries our manu-
facturers purchase from rose to
20.3% (my calculations). Then,
mid-week, it dropped to about
18%.

This whipsawing of  tariff
rates has unnerved financial
markets, which on Wednesday,
were toying with a liquidity cri-
sis. That should be unsurpris-
ing.

Trump’s 90-day pause on
many tariffs, announced
Wednesday, merely delayed a tax
on Hoosier factories that would
be equivalent to a 40% hike in
labor costs or a 15.5% value-
added tax on our manufacturing
production. It is just about as
large as all the state taxes we
collect in a year.

We’ve seen some of  this

before. Trump’s first round of
tariffs in 2018, which were a
fraction of  those we have now
even after his pause, caused
Indiana manufacturing employ-
ment growth to stall within nine
months. By the start of  2019, we
were in a factory recession and
lost 10,000 jobs by the start of
COVID-19. Indiana today is
20,000 factory jobs short of
when Trump first imposed tar-
iffs.

Even the lower rates are
enough to push Indiana into a
recession.

Overall costs of  these tariffs
on American household income
range close to $2,500 this year.
That is how much more goods
and services will cost due to tar-
iffs working through the econo-
my. It is pretty easy to see how
these tariffs will affect manufac-
tured goods, but the effect will
also slip into services.

For example, automobile pro-
duction costs will rise by 8% to
15%, so auto insurance firms
will have to raise prices. Expect
your car insurance to bump up
by double digits by fall. It will be
more expensive to build or

repair a home, so your home-
owners plan will rise, probably
more like 5% to 7%.

Don’t mistake these price
increases for inflation. As every-
one knows inflation is bad, but
inflation affects both prices and
wages. Tariffs will only work on
prices. This will be far more
unpleasant.

The stock market is down, as
well. As I write, this is a wealth
reduction of  about $10 trillion.
The stock market response is a
rational determination of  the
long-term declining value of
American companies. It is also a
response to the stunning uncer-
tainty that Trump’s immature
decision-making process is
imposing on the world economy.

Households observing declin-
ing wealth cut back on spend-
ing. The consumption losses are
modest — maybe 5% of  the total
lost wealth. But that is $800 bil-
lion, a spending cut of  more
than 2.8% of  gross domestic
product.

That, folks, is sharp recession.
But, the specter of  history is
much worse.

The best modern example of
this the now infamous Smoot-
Hawley Tariffs, passed by a
Republican Congress in 1930.
These tariffs deepened and
lengthened the Great Depres-
sion — by how much is a matter
of  academic analysis, but
whether it did so is a sure thing.

The electoral effect of  Smoot-
Hawley was swift and clear. In

1932, the Democrats ran on an
anti-tariff  platform, picking up
97 House and 12 Senate seats.

Of  course, the damage was
done. The trade war pummeled
economies around the world,
fueling the rise of  fascism and
communism — and brought us a
world war. The Smoot-Hawley
tariffs weren’t wholly to blame,
but American voters saw fit to
give the GOP congressional
majorities for only four of  the
next 50 years.

A major post-war goal of
American foreign policy was
free trade. We did so not out of
kindness, but out of  clear-eyed
understanding that trade builds
alliances and military partner-
ships.

The post-World War II world
order served America and
Americans well. Our economy
has consistently outperformed
the remainder of  the world in
every decade of  the post-war
era. We have run a trade deficit
almost constantly since the
1940s with no ill effects.

Manufacturing employment
worldwide has been shrinking
for decades — it peaked in
China 20 years ago. The argu-
ment that America has shipped
millions of  jobs overseas in a
highly globalized market is easy
to understand, appealing to
folks living in Rust Belt cities,
and offers a low-cost remedy.
But it is wrong.

American factory employ-
ment peaked in 1979, but factory

production has been near a
record for each of  the Biden
years. We would’ve hit a new
record in 2025 if  Trump was not
so woefully uninformed.

We are great at making things
— so good, indeed, we do so with
far fewer workers. Calling this
deindustrialization is abuse of
the language. For every factory
job we lost, we created more
than 10 non-factory jobs, which,
on average, pay better, have
more stable employment and
less health risk than manufac-
turing. Still, many places and
people have failed to adapt to
these changes.

The Midwest is full of  places
that did not adapt. I know it is
tempting to blame free trade for
their problems, and plenty of
demagogues exploit that fiction.
There are even plenty of  good
people who believe them. But,
they are wrong.

The challenge before us is to
end this tariff  nonsense once
and for all. This Congress
should take back the president’s
ability to impose tariffs. If  they
don’t, then the next one, with
veto-proof  majority, almost
surely will.

••••••••••
Hicks is the director of  the Cen-

ter for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball distinguished pro-
fessor of  economics in the Miller
College of  Business at Ball State
University. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.

Congress should reclaim tariff power
Michael
J. Hicks

By SEAN COLETTI
The Idaho Statesman
Tribune News Service

Ammon, a small town
near Idaho Falls where I serve as
mayor, is a community where
families and businesses thrive.
We’re friendly people who value
hard work but appreciate a
small-town lifestyle. But like so
many places across the country,
Ammon is not immune to the
devastating impact of  the opioid
crisis.

This crisis doesn’t discrimi-
nate. It affects working parents,
young people and seniors —
many of  whom end up depend-
ent following a prescription for
opioids to manage pain after sur-
gery. As mayor, I see how this cri-

sis impacts our public resources.
Our community hospital sys-
tems are heavy-hit, and our law
enforcement officers are like-
wise strained.

In 2023, 264 Idahoans
died from opioid-related over-
doses. Each death represents a
family shattered and a life cut
short. More alarmingly, half  of
these deaths involved fentanyl, a

reality that keeps many of  our
first responders up at night. But
what concerns me most is how
many of  these tragedies began
in the most innocent way possi-
ble — with a senior trying to
manage severe pain.

Despite providers’ best efforts,
the reality is that too many sen-
iors see opioids as their only
way to manage post-surgical
pain because they are cheap and
easy to access, even though
there are alternatives on the
market. To break the cycle of
addiction and lower overdose
deaths, we need to make sure
seniors can access all FDA-
approved pain treatments avail-
able. That’s why I’m asking
Idaho’s Congressional delega-

tion to support the Alternatives
to Prevent Addiction In the
Nation (PAIN) Act this Con-
gress.

Cost is one of  the biggest
obstacles to accessing opioid
alternatives. A system that
makes opioids the cheapest
available option is not a system
that is working. The Alterna-
tives to PAIN Act would fix this
and make sure that seniors
never have to spend more out-of-
pocket for a non-opioid than
they would for generic opioids.
There is no reason for effective
alternatives to be financially out
of  reach.

The current system also forces
seniors and their providers to
navigate a maze of  bureaucratic

requirements if  they want to
access alternatives for pain
management. They must meet
prior authorization require-
ments and sometimes even
attempt opioids first, a practice
known as step therapy. Why
should a senior in pain wait for
days or even risk addiction
before getting access to safe
alternatives? The Alternatives
to PAIN Act eliminates these
requirements.

We’re going up against a sys-
tem that stacks the deck against
seniors who need safe and effec-
tive pain relief. The Alternatives
to PAIN Act will fix that system,
protect seniors, and help ease
the burden on our law enforce-
ment and healthcare systems.

Congress should pass ‘Alternatives’
Sean

Coletti
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Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.

All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist

204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m., 11

a.m.
asburyministries.org

Bellefountain
United Methodist

440 S. 600 East 
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist

301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@

inumc.org

Christ Chapel
2535 Wabash Road, Fort

Recovery
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)

8472 S. 800 East, Union
City

Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy

797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland

Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the
Brethren

Floral and Chicago
avenues, Portland

Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.
Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville

190 W. Main St., Pennville
David Davidson
(260) 202-9718
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St.,

Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County

2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcenter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 

341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key

Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and

6 p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15

a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St.,
Fort Recovery

(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Kids vision and teen

ministries: 6 p.m. Wendes-
day

frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St.,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Carol McKay
(304) 617-0101
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 

468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk

Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist

100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren

Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist

435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67,

Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30

p.m. Saturday 

Hopewell of
Life Ministries

County road 200 South,
2 miles east of  Indiana 1

Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land

Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
(260) 726-7055
Services: 5:30 p.m. Sat-

urday, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East,

Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Sat-

urday, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church

216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk

Scott McClain
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist

County roads 600 East
and 200 North

Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine

4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship

1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist

5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist

829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Bible class: 9:15 a.m.
Services: 10:20 a.m.
Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday
portlandcoc.com

Portland First
Church of Nazarene

920 S. Shank St., Port-
land

Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of  Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian

Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist

122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 

801 W. High St.
Fred Stevens
(765) 369-2676
redkeynaz.org
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ

3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries

228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land

Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
3984 N. 550 West, Portland
Pastor Mike Heckman
(615) 517-1017
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Bible study: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester

4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity ArchBridge
Church

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

Dan Vore
(260) 726-8391
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Services: 10:15 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Interim Pastor Chris

Kruchkow
(260) 849-0687
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ

204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land

Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof -

christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Robin Owen
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@g

mail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.



CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/ word 
2 insertions.......81¢/ word 
3 insertions.......96¢/ word 

6 insertions.... $1.14/
word 

12 insertions. $1.52/ word 
26 insertions. $1.77/ word 
Includes Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required for:

Rummage sales, busi-
ness opportunities, jobs
wanted, boats and sport-
ing equipment, wanted to
rent, motorized vehicles,
real estate and mobile

homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 505 West Line

Street, Geneva, IN 
Saturday Morning

MAY 3, 2025 
9:30 A.M.

REAL ESTATE:
1 Ω story home with 3
bedrooms, 1 full bath-
room and 1426 square

feet of living area.
Home has gas forced air
furnace with central air,

gas water heater, a
water softener and a

partial basement.  The
kitchen has nice oak

cabinets with space for
a table along with a din-
ing room.  There is a 24í

x 26í 2 car detached
garage with heat and

water, a small utility barn
with a walk in cooler and

a 32í x 48í pole barn
that has a workshop
with heat and water.
This property sits on

2.06 acres.  This proper-
ty has been well main-
tained and has a spa-

cious yard.  
For more information or
private showing contact
LOY REAL ESTATE KIM
LOY BROKER 260-726-

2700 OR GARY LOY
AUCTIONEER 260-726-

5160
REAL ESTATE WILL
SELL AT 9:30A.M. 

Personal property will
sell immediately follow-

ing real estate.
KEN & MARCELLA

DOHERTY, Deceased
By Lois Debolt and

Penny Hirschy
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata

AU12400069
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in

The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new job,

the Classifieds deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, INC.

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
• International

Medical
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities
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Continued from page 8
“So, glad we got the win.

There were some positives
tonight, but also a lot of
things we still have to work
on.”

Entering the fifth inning
in a scoreless ball game,
New Castle (1-5) turned any
momentum the Patriots
had gained by shutting
down a pair of  opportuni-
ties with runners in scor-
ing position.

Following a pair of  con-
secutive strikeouts from
Cormack Stilwell that left
the bases stranded, Jayden
Sticco led off  the fifth
inning with a double to
deep center field. JCHS
pitcher Joe Geesaman — he
had a quality start, throw-
ing 4.1 innings of  scoreless
baseball with only two hits
— induced a groundout to
second base before walking
Aarin Murray to end his
night on the mound.

Myers trotted in from
right field to relieve
Geesaman, and walked his
first batter to load the
bases. Stilwell worked a 2-1
count before sending a
ground ball to Wyatt Foster
at second base. Foster field-
ed the ball and flipped it to
shortstop Carter Fugiett for
the out at second, who then
in turn fired it to first for an
inning-ending double play
to keep the game tied at 0-0.

“I really rely on my
defense,” Myers said. “I’ve
got all these guys out there
behind me that can make
plays. I just have to go out
there and throw strikes so
they can make plays.”

Jay County took advan-
tage of  the tides turning
back in their favor as
Aiden Phillips and Kade
Sommers led off  the bot-
tom half  with back-to-back
walks. Leighton Brown
also reached base on an
error by Murray at short-
stop to load the bases
again, this time with no
outs.

Foster got called out on a
squeeze attempt for the
first out, but JCHS got a
run on the board as Fugi-
ett’s fly ball to center field
was deep enough for
Phillips to tag up and score.

Looking to extend the
Patriots’ lead, Grant Wen-
del came to the plate. As he
battled with Gannon Har-
ris, the weather started to

take a turn with rain com-
ing down. Yet, Wendel had
just enough visibility to
poke a ball into right center
field, scoring Brady Jet-
more — he was running in
place of  Sommers — and
giving Jay County a 2-0
advantage.

“I ended up getting two
strikes on me so I’m like,
‘Alright, here we go,’” said

Wendel, who came into the
game for Gavin Byrum
after getting hit by a pitch
in the mouth in the second
inning. “So I’m protecting
and the rain starts coming
down and I can’t see. I’m
wiping my eyes about
every 10 seconds. I just
really had to fight through
and give everything I had
to make sure to help my
team.”

The Patriots added one
more run in the sixth
when Geesaman stole
home while Rylee Sollars
got in a rundown between
first and second base.

Myers got into one final
jam in the top of  the sev-
enth as an error and two
walks loaded the bases.
The Jay County senior got
Brayden Hancock to fly
out to Garrett Bennett in
right field, pushing New
Castle’s first run across
the plate while also push-
ing them to their final out.
Two pitches later, Stilwell
hit the ball on the ground
to Wendel, who retired the
side and gave the Patriots
their second win.

The Trojans made mul-
tiple opportunities to
make a run and take
advantage of  momentum,
but every time Jay County
had an answer to keep the
game under its control.

“We’ve talked multiple
times about staying off
the scoreboard and just
focusing on doing your job
and giving a great effort,”
Farr said. “When you do
those things, good things
tend to happen. This game

can flip on you like it's
nothing and be cruel. So,
you’ve got to keep a level
head to be in ball games
like this late in the year so
good on the guys.”

The Commercial Review
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall at the Jay

County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,

IN 
APRIL 26, 2025

9:30 A. M.
ANTIQUES ñ OLD &
COLLECTORS ITEMS
Oak floor model glass
show case; Oak table;
Oak table top model

glass show case; Gen-
dron Wheel Co. wooden
wheelchair; military foot
locker; wood sleigh with
reindeer and Santa;
spinning wheel bench;
Touring Car external
trunk; liquor cabinet; 
TOYS: Lindstrom Gold
Star pinball game, (2)

Auburn fire trucks, Over-
land Express 3140

engine (in box), Wolver-
ine Express bus, Moun-
tain Special train engine,
and many other toys not
listed.  Indian blankets;
CROCKS:   25+ to
include jugs, crocks,
chicken waterers, #5
crown, bean pots,
crocks with lids, and

Weir jars. BOY SCOUT:
hatchet, hat, books,

pins, patches, etc; GM
Goodwrench motor oil
papers; cast iron trivets;
(4) brass barber shop
stand feet;Coca Cola
dishes, service for 4;
wood honey jug; glass
cigar jar; doctors bag;
vintage childrenís cloth-
ing; and many other
items not listed.

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
This is a quality auction
with a nice variety of
antiques and col-

lectibles.     Auction pre-
view will be held on Fri-
day April 25th from 4:00

p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Doors will open day of
auction at 8:00 a.m. 
JOAN MARSHALL

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located:  8341 N 400 E,

Bryant Indiana
(Bearcreek Farms) on
Thursday Afternoon
April 17th, 2025

5:00 P. M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS - TOOLS
Amana washer and

dryer; Frigidaire refriger-
ator; Mid Century Mod-
ern wardrobe; Lazy Boy
recliner; gentlemanís
dresser; chrome table
with 4 chairs, nice; ;

LARGE ASSORTMENT
OF RAILROAD MER-

CHANDISE TO
INCLUDE CARS AND
TRACK, MOST IS H0
GAUGE WITH  MANY

OF THEM  NIB ñ
PLEASE NOTE WE

HAVE OVER 10 LARGE
TOTES OF RAILROAD
ITEMS.  Coca Cola bot-
tle bank; wood money
display cases; shovels;
rakes; aluminum ladder;
trimmer; saws; and
many other items not

listed.
TED & KAREN HORN

ESTATE
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday April 19th,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 3202 W 600
S, PORTLAND IN

TRACTORS ñ PICKUP
ñ RIDING MOWER
Ford 9N Tractor. Ford
8N Tractor w/ Sherman
trans. 1989 Dodge D100

pickup truck w/ 318
engine. 25 ton log split-
ter. Simplicity 4212

mower w/ 38î cut. John
boat. Sears 3.5 horse-
power boat engine.

Cement mixer. . Fishing
poles and supplies.
ANTIQUES ñ FURNI-

TURE - MISC 
Oak roll top desk. Oak
office chair. Liberty wood
stove. Cedar chest. Cast
iron lawn sprinkler. Cast
iron dutch oven. Cycle
mower. (2) Kirby sweep-
ers. Window air condi-
tioner. Dog cage. Squir-
rel cage fan. . Several
items not mentioned.
OWNER: Mike L Hunt

Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

PORTLAND WATER
PARK is accepting appli-
cation for CERTIFIED
lifeguards for the 2025
season. Applications are
also being accepted for
concession stand work-
ers. No certification is
required. The Water Park
is open 7 days per week
and employees will be
expected to work week-
ends. Applications are
available at Portland City
Hall, The City of Portland
website, and Portland
Water Park Facebook
page. 2025 season runs

May 24th through mid to
late August. Applications
will be accepted at City
Hall, 321 N. Meridian St.,
until Friday, May 2nd at
4:00p.m. The City of
Portland is and Equal
Opportunity Employer.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m
FOR RENT 2 BED-
ROOM HOUSE with
garage in Redkey. Avail-
able May 1st. 260-223-
8631

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 200 FOR RENT

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at 505 West Line Street, Geneva, Indiana

on Saturday morning 

MAY 3, 2025 
9:30 A.M.

REAL ESTATE:
1 ½ story home with 3 bedrooms, 1 full bathroom
and 1426 square feet of living area.  Home has gas
forced air furnace with central air, gas water heater,
a water softener and a partial basement.  The kitchen
has nice oak cabinets with space for a table along
with a dining room.  There is a 24’ x 26’ 2 car
detached garage with heat and water, a small utility
barn with a walk in cooler and a 32’ x 48’ pole barn
that has a workshop with heat and water.  This
property sits on 2.06 acres.  This property has been
well maintained and has a spacious yard.  
10% nonrefundable deposit day of sale with balance
due at closing.  Seller will provide warranty deed
and Owners Title Insurance.  Buyer will assume
taxes due and payable in November 2025 and
thereafter.  Any inspections must be done prior to
sale date and are at potential buyers expense.  Any
statements made day of sale take precedence over
previously written or oral statements.  Owner
confirmation day of sale. 
For more information or private showing contact
LOY REAL ESTATE KIM LOY BROKER 260-

726-2700 OR GARY LOY AUCTIONEER
260-726-5160.

REAL ESTATE WILL SELL AT 9:30 A.M. 
Personal property will sell immediately following

real estate.
KEN & MARCELLA DOHERTY,

Deceased
By Lois Debolt and Penny Hirschy
LOY AUCTION   AC31600027

AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy   AU 01031608   

Travis Theurer    AU11200131 
Aaron Loy  AU11200112

CR 4-1-2025

Public Notice
LEGAL NOTICE

STATE OF INDIANA
INDIANA UTILITY REGULATORY COMMISSION

CAUSE NO. 46217
VERIFIED PETITION OF INDIANA MICHIGAN POWER COM-
PANY (I&M) FOR (1) ISSUANCE OF A CERTIFICATE OF PUB-
LIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY PURSUANT TO IND.
CODE CH. 8-1-8.5 FOR THE ACQUISITION OF THE OREGON
CLEAN ENERGY CENTER GENERATING FACILITY IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE PURCHASE AND SALE AGREE-
MENT (PSA) AS PROPOSED BY I&M; (2) APPROVAL OF
ASSOCIATED ACCOUNTING AND RATEMAKING TREAT-
MENT; AND (3) APPROVAL OF AN ALTERNATIVE REGULA-
TORY PLAN PURSUANT TO IND. CODE CH. 8-1-2.5.
Please be notified that on April 11, 2025, Indiana Michigan
Power Company (I&M) filed a Petition with the Indiana Utility
Regulatory Commission (“Commission”) in Cause No. 46217 for
(1) issuance of a Certificate of Public Convenience And Neces-
sity pursuant to Ind. Code ch. 8-1-8.5 for the acquisition of the
Oregon Clean Energy Center generating facility in accordance
with the Purchase and Sale Agreement as proposed by I&M; (2)
approval of associated accounting and ratemaking treatment;
and (3) approval of an alternative regulatory plan pursuant to
Ind. Code ch. 8-1-2.5.  A copy of the Verified Petition and other
submissions in this proceeding are on file with the Indiana Util-
ity Regulatory Commission, 101 W. Washington Street, Suite 1500
East, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204.  The telephone number of the
Commission is (317) 232-2701.  Anyone wishing to protest, chal-
lenge, or intervene in this action may do so by contacting the
Commission. 
CR 4-17-2025 -HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT

COURT, SS:
COUNTY OF JAY

CAUSE NO.: 
38C01-2504-EU-000010

THE MATTER OF THE
UNSUPERVISED 

ADMINISTRATION
OF THE ESTATE OF:

PAMELA E. BETZ,
DECEASED.

NOTICE OF UNSUPER-
VISED ADMINISTRATION

In the Jay Circuit Court:
In the Matter of the Estate of

Pamela E. Betz, deceased.
Notice is hereby given that
John R. Betz was on April 10 ,
2025, appointed Administra-
tor of the Estate of Pamela E.
Betz, deceased, who died on
February 12, 2013.
All persons having claims
against said estate, Whether
or not now due, must file the
same in said Court within
three (3) months from the date
of the first publication of this
notice or within nine (9)
months after the decedent's
death, whichever is earlier or
said claims will be forever
barred.

Dated at Portland, Indiana,
on

Melissa Elliott, CLERK
John B. LaRue 14018-18
4910 N. Wheeling Ave.

Muncie, IN 47304
765.287.1717

4-17,24-2025-HSPAXLP
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today
Jay County — Boys golf at Wapahani – 4:30

p.m.; Baseball vs. Yorktown – 5 p.m.; Girls tennis
at Bluffton – 5 p.m.; Track tri meet at home – 5
p.m.; JV baseball at Muncie Central – 5 p.m.; Jun-
ior high softball vs. Elwood – 5:30 p.m.; Junior
high track quad meet at Blackford – 5 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball at New Bremen – 5
p.m.; Softball vs. New Bremen – 5 p.m.; JV base-
ball vs. New Bremen – 5 p.m.; Middle school
track vs. South Adams – 5 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Softball vs. Norwell – 5 p.m.;

Junior high baseball at Eastbrook – 5 p.m.
Fort Recovery — JV baseball at New

Knoxville – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

12:40 p.m. — MLB: Seattle Mariners at
Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indiana)

4:30 p.m. — Women’s college gymnastics:
NCAA Championship (ESPN2)

6:40 p.m. — MLB: Kansas City Royals at
Detroit Tigers (FS1)

7 p.m. — NHL: Washington Capitals at Pitts-
burgh Pirates (ESPN)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals at New
York Mets (FDSN Indiana)

8 p.m. — Women’s college lacrosse: North-
western at Michigan (ESPN2)

9 p.m. — Women’s college gymnastics: NCAA
Championship (ESPN2)

9:30 p.m. — NHL: Calgary Flames at Los
Angeles Kings (BTN)

10:30 p.m. — College volleyball: USC at UCLA
(BTN)

Friday
9:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Saudi Arabian Grand

Prix (ESPN2)
1 p.m. — Formula 1: Saudi Arabian Grand Prix

(ESPN2)
5 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series:

Black’s Tire 200 (FS1)
6 p.m. — College lacrosse: Penn State at Rut-

gers (BTN)

7 p.m. — NBA Playoffs Play-In: TBD at Atlanta
Hawks (TNT)

7:30 p.m. — MMA: Professional Fighters
League (ESPN)

7:05 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Balti-
more Orioles (FDSN Indiana)

8 p.m. — College lacrosse: Maryland at Johns
Hopkins (BTN)

8 p.m. — UFL: Memphis Showboats at Michi-
gan Panthers (FOX)

9:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs Play-In: TBD at
Memphis Grizzlies (ESPN)

Flipped ...
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JCHS senior A.J. Myers fires in a pitch during the fifth inning against
New Castle Tuesday. Myers avoided letting any runs score in the frame, despite
the bases being loaded and went on to earn the win in 2 ⅔ innings of work.

Box score
New Castle Trojans

vs. Jay County Patriots

New Castle (1-6)
ab r h bi

Murray 3b 2 0 1 0
Hancock cf 1 0 0 1
Stillwell p 4 0 0 0
Mefford c 3 0 0 0
Harris ss 3 0 0 0
Bell 2b 2 0 0 0
Regan rf 2 0 0 0

Hastings 2b 1 0 0 0
Sticco lf 2 1 1 0
Pribble 1b 3 0 0 0

White pr 0 0 0 0
Totals 23 1 2 1

Jay County (2-4)
ab r h bi

Brown dh 2 0 0 0
Foster 2b 3 0 1 0
Fugiett ss 2 0 1 1
Byrum 3b 0 0 0 0

Wendel 3b 2 0 1 1
Myers rf 2 0 0 0
Geesaman p 3 1 1 0
Schemenaur c 3 0 1 0

Sollars cr 0 0 0 0
Phillips lf 1 1 0 0
Jetmore cf 1 1 0 0

Sommers ph 0 0 0 0
Totals 19 3 5 2

New Castle 000 000 1 — 1
Jay County 000 021 X — 3

LOB — New Castle 8. Jay County
6. 2B — New Castle 1 (Sticco), Jay
County 1 (Geesaman). SB — Jay
County 1 (Geesaman).

IP H R ER BB SO
New Castle
Stillwell 4 2 1 0 3 5
Harris 1 2 2 1 1 0
Hancock 1 1 0 0 0 2

Jay County
Geesmn 4.1 2 0 0 3 5
Myers 2.2 0 1 0 3 2
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Sports
Thursday, April 17, 2025

Griffin led JCHS golf past
Richmond Tuesday,
see roundup below

Jay track hosts Delta and
Yorktown for tri-meet today,

see Sports on tap

The Patriots have some new
leadership this season and it’s
only taken him one match to
pick up their first win.

The Jay County High School
boys golf  team claimed a 176-
199 win over Richmond in its
first dual match under coach
Jay Houck on Tuesday.

Senior transfer Tucker Grif-
fin earned match medalist hon-
ors with a 40. Griffin never
shot worse than a bogey and
made par four times.

Dawson Goldsworthy fol-
lowed with a 44, tying Rich-
mond’s top golfer Conner
Chamberlain. Goldsworthy
shot par on the third, fourth
and fifth holes.

Cody DeHoff  finished right
behind Goldsworthy with a 45
and Dominick Bright rounded

out the score with a 47. DeHoff
had two pars and five bogeys,
while Bright made three pars
and three bogeys.

Griffin Byrum’s 48 didn’t
affect the final score.

The Patriots opened the sea-
son on Saturday with a 410 at
the Yorktown invitational.
Griffin led the Patriots (1-0)
with a round of  95, while
Byrum, DeHoff  and Goldswor-
thy all shot 105s. Bright shot a
113 as well.

Still undefeated
The Jay County softball team

stayed undefeated on the season
by beating the Eastbrook Pan-
thers on Tuesday 11-6.

Mallory Winner led the offen-
sive effort with three hits and
four RBIs. She drove in her first
run in the opening frame with a
single before blasting a 3-run
home run as part of  a four-run
third inning.

Winner also earned the win for
Jay County (6-0). She surrendered
six runs, three of  which were
earned, on 10 hits and one walk.
She also struck out six batters.

Along with the big third
inning, the Patriots put up five
runs on the Panthers (3-3) in the
fifth. Hallie Schwieterman, Chloe
Brown and Morgan Missicano
drove runs in during the frame.

Eastbrook held a 3-1 advantage
before Winner’s home run in the
third inning.

Beiswanger, Hutzler lead
The Jay County High School

track teams each had a pair of
athletes win two events as it host-
ed South Adams and Adams Cen-
tral on Tuesday.

The Patriot girls (3-0, 2-0 Allen
County Athletic Conference) took
the top spot in the meet, while the
boys (1-2, 0-2 ACAC) slipped
against the Adams County teams.

Ariel Beiswanger and Jordyn
Hutzler led JCHS with two victo-
ries each. Beiswanger’s victories
came in the sprints, winning the
200-meter dash with a time of
27.11 seconds and the 400 dash in
1 minute, 6.01 seconds. Hutzler
took care of  the throws, hitting

marks of  109 feet, 8 inches and 32
feet, 7 ¾ inches in the discus and
shot put, respectively.

Other victories for the girls
came from Jenna Dues (100 dash),
Jessie Homan (800 run), Ava May
(3,200 run), Mya Kunkler (high
jump), Maria Hemmelgarn (pole
vault), the 4x100 relay team and
the 4x800 relay team.

The boys also had a pair of  dual
event winnings. Caden Gambill
sprinted to times of  11.78 and
23.66 seconds in the 100 and 200
dashes, respectively. Adam Alig
topped the hurdles for the Patri-
ots, claiming the 110 contest in
16.19 and the 300-meter race in
42.53.

Other JCHS boys victories
came from Payton Yowell (pole
vault), Brasen Glassford (shot
put) and the 4x100 relay team.

Jay County
roundup

Jay County Golf secures first win under Houck

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

The Patriots squandered
two opportunities to put a
run on the board. In the sec-
ond opportunity, they had
bases loaded with only one
out, but back-to-back strike-
outs ended their chance at a
score.

They immediately got
into trouble, as the Trojans
flipped the momentum in
their favor to load the
bases. But just as swiftly as
the Patriots’ opportunity

passed them by, A.J. Myers
shut down the Trojans and
swung the momentum back
the way of  the Patriots.

After holding the New
Castle Trojans scoreless in
the top of  the fifth inning,

Jay County High School’s
baseball team broke
through to score a pair of
runs en route to a 3-1 win
on Tuesday.

The Patriots (2-4) have
had a rocky start to the sea-

son dropping two of  their
first five games via walk
offs. They got their first win
against Mississinewa on
Saturday after losing to the
Indians in one of  those
walk offs.

They are hoping that the
win over the potential sec-
tional opponent will help
them turn a page.

“It’s about building confi-
dence with these guys and
getting that monkey off
your back,” said JCHS
coach Todd Farr. “I told the
guys in the huddle that it’s
only going to get harder
from here on out. There’s a
chance we will play them
again and that’ll be a whole
different ball game.

See Flipped page 7
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Carter Fugiett of Jay County High School charges a bouncing ground ball during the Patriots’ 3-1 win over potential
sectional foe New Castle on Tuesday. Fugiett drove in the first run of the contest on a sacrifice fly in the fifth inning.

Momentum flipped
Jay County escaped top half of fifth with

bases loaded and scored the first two
runs of the game in the bottom half

FORT RECOVERY —
For the girls team, split-
ting meant they stayed at
.500. For the Tribe boys, it
meant securing their first
win.

The Fort Recovery High
School track teams both
split a home meet against
Versailles and Memorial
on Tuesday.

Versailles claimed the
top spot on both sides,
with the boys totaling 110
points and the girls earn-
ing 71. The FRHS girls (3-3,
2-2 Midwest Athletic Con-
ference) tallied 44 to beat
Memorial by just one
point. The Indians boys (1-
5, 0-4 MAC) gathered 29
points, to edge the
Roughriders by seven.

Isaac Roessner led the
boys with a pair of  first-
place finishes. He claimed
the 200-meter dash in 24.86
seconds and the long jump
with a mark of  19 feet, 10
inches. Luke Lochtefeld
finished just behind him
in both events, while
Caleb Smith (high jump)
and Carson Fullenkamp
(shot put) also were run-
ners-up.

Isaac Roessner’s older
sister, Anna Roessner, also
won a pair of  events. She
dominated the 100 and 200
dashes with times of  11.98
and 24.70 seconds.

Madison Heitkamp was
the other dual event win-
ner, claiming the 100 hur-
dles (17.77) and 300 hur-
dles (52.74). 

Other victories came
from Kennedy Muh-
lenkamp (800 run), Joelle
Kaup (1,600 run) and Kar-
lie Niekamp (discus).

FRHS
track
teams
take 2nd
at home


