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Fort Recovery will host its
annual Brick Street Market
event on the brick portion of
Wayne Street from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Saturday, April 26. The
event will include a variety of
vendors and activities.

Thursday — Results from
the JCHS golf  team’s match
against Bluffton.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS baseball game against
Class 2A No. 9 Shenandoah.

In review Coming up

Marjorie Schoenherr, 92,
Fort Recovery

Peg Faller, 67, Fort Recov-
ery

Michael Hamilton, 59,
Muncie

Details on page 2.

Deaths
Jay County had a high tem-

perature of  68 degrees Mon-
day. The low was 52.

The forecast calls for a low
in the mid 50s tonight. Expect
mostly sunny skies Friday
with the high climbing to 80.
There is a 30% chance of  rain
in the evening.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Weather

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

In a changing landscape,
school officials will need to
keep an eye on finances.

That was the message
from Jay School Corpora-
tion superintendent Jere-
my Gulley and business
manager Shannon Current
during Monday’s Jay
School Board meeting.

The board also discussed
a potential capital improve-
ment project at Jay County
Junior-Senior High School
and approved the hiring of
2006 Jay County High
School graduate Tyler
Rigby as the Patriots’ next
boys basketball coach (see
related story).

Current noted that she is
currently projecting nega-
tive cash flows of  $82,675
and $136,937 this year in
the education and opera-
tion funds, respectively. If
those numbers hold, it
would mark the first time
either fund has been in the
red for a year since the edu-
cation fund had a negative
cash flow of  $77,594 in 2017.

Gulley addressed the sit-
uation in relation to fund-
ing changes that are com-
ing following last week’s
passage of  Indiana Senate
Bill 1, which makes a vari-
ety of  tax changes. He said
estimates from the state’s
Legislative Services
Agency show Jay Schools
will miss out on $1.9 mil-
lion in additional revenue
that it would have received
under the current funding
system. He added that the
bill calls for schools to no
longer receive local income
tax dollars beginning in
2028 and that the possibili-
ty of  new local tax incre-
ment financing (TIF) dis-
tricts could impact fund-
ing.

He added that schools
could see further reduc-
tions in funding if  state
revenue continues to fall
short of  its projections. 

See Finances page 2

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY — The vil-
lage’s next administrator starts
learning the ropes next month.

Fort Recovery Village Council
approved an amendment to the
wage ordinance Monday to cre-
ate an assistant village adminis-
trator position. Fort Recovery
village administrator Randy
Diller then announced he plans
to hire Aaron Rengers begin-
ning May 12.

Rengers previously worked in
human relations for the city of
Piqua for about three years and
as a heavy equipment operator
with his father-in-law’s busi-
ness, Jutte Excavating of  Fort
Recovery, for about three years.
A rural Fort Recovery resident
who lives just outside of  village
limits, he also served as a heavy
equipment operator in the Unit-
ed States Army.

The village began accepting
applications for the new position
in early February. Nine appli-
cants put in their names for the
job, and the village created a hir-
ing committee to review them.
Council scheduled interviews

with candidates in March and
discussed the topic during exec-
utive sessions following the last
two meetings before moving for-
ward with formal approval for
the wage ordinance amendment
Monday.

Diller noted that because the
position isn’t a statutory or
appointed job, the final decision
rests with him. He said would
fill the position based on coun-
cil’s feedback and then formally
announced plans to hire
Rengers, who will begin as an
assistant and train with Diller
for the next 10 months on village
administrator responsibilities.
Those include overseeing
departments and other day-to-

day village business. Diller
hopes to retire Feb. 28.

Diller pointed to Ohio law and
noted council will need to
approve legislation in the future
allowing Rengers to serve as vil-
lage administrator. (Per Ohio
Revised Code Section 735.271,
“The village administrator need
not be an elector or reside in the
village at the time of  his
appointment; however, he shall
become a resident of  the village
within six months after his
appointment by the mayor and
confirmation by the legislative
authority of  the village, unless
his residence outside the village
is approved by ordinance.”)

See Role page 5

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

The city will pay for a
portion of  the cost of
adding a sidewalk to a
bridge on Portland’s
south side.

Portland City Council
on Monday approved con-
tributing $26,962.50 for
work related to the side-
walk as part of  the Sev-
enth Street bridge proj-
ect.

It also heard a Portland
resident express concern
about sewer capacity in
relation to a proposed
project.

Jay County Commis-
sioners president Chad
Aker visited Portland
City Council to request
funds for costs related to

adding a sidewalk along
the north side of  the Sev-
enth Street bridge over
the Salamonie River.
When a project to replace
the bridge was originally
proposed, city council
members suggested
adding a sidewalk, noting
significant foot traffic on
that stretch of  the street

between Meridian Street
and Blaine Pike.

The sidewalk was includ-
ed in the project, which
came in at a total cost of
$1.025 million. Aker
requested that the city
cover $26,962.50 for project
costs related to adding the
sidewalk.

Council members agreed

Monday that the sidewalk
will benefit residents, with
Kent McClung, Michele
Brewster, Matt Goldswor-
thy, Dave Golden, Mike
Aker and Ashley Hilfiker
voting in favor of  provid-
ing the funding. (Ron May
was absent.)

The work is slated to
begin this summer and is
expected to take about four
months to complete.

Council also heard from
Charles Street resident
Cliff  Moser, who expressed
concern about sewer
capacity on the west side
of  the city. He said sewage
bubbles up from the man-
hole cover in front of  his
house during times of
heavy rain, leaving human
waste in his yard and on

his driveway. His family is
also unable to use toilets,
sinks and showers when
water is high.

Moser reported that he
has observed similar
issues along Industrial
Park Drive.

He expressed concern
about a proposed project to
develop 68 acres on the
west side of  Portland for
commercial use and hous-
ing, saying such a project
would likely exacerbate
sewage problems if  sys-
tems are not improved.

“They take care of  it
there on the 68 acres,” he
said of  the development
plan, “but when it leaves
there, whose problem is it
then?”

See City page 5

City contributes to sidewalk

Photo provided

Prom candidates
Fort Recovery High School will hold its prom Friday. Pictured, front row from left, are queen candidates Karlie

Niekamp, Mara Wenning, Kassidy Dues, Aleigha Overman, Layla Bihn and Eva Kahlig. Back row are king candidates Evan
Evers, Kyle Huntsman, Riley Grieshop, Cooper Thompson and Eli Lennartz. Promenade is scheduled for 6 p.m. Friday, April
25, at Fort Site Fieldhouse. (Doors will open at 5:15 p.m. and visitors are asked to use the south entrance.)

Rengers tapped for role

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Easter grin
Easter festivities shifted from Hudson Family

Park to The Rock Church on Saturday morning.
Pictured, Five-year-old Peter Bohannon of Warsaw
selects a jump rope as his prize Saturday.

Gulley says
corporation
will need to
be careful

School
board
reviews
finances

Work will be part of
county bridge project

planned for this summer

Rural Fort Recovery resident
will be trained to become
new village administrator



Continued from page 1
(State lawmakers are in

the process of  addressing a
$2 billion shortfall for Indi-
ana’s two-year budget.) He
said the school corporation
can’t count on the federal
government to step in and
assist in such a situation.

As a result, Gulley said
he plans to cut three full-
time teaching positions and
one-part time teaching
position through attrition.
He said there are additional
options available to the
school corporation to cut
costs that the board can
review later this year after
tax impacts become clear
and enrollment numbers
are set for the 2025-26 school
year.

In relation to the pro-
posed improvement project
at the junior-senior high
school, he pointed out that
there are different “buck-
ets” of  government funding
that can’t be transferred
from one to another. Bond-
ing, for instance, which
would be used for the proj-
ect, cannot be used to pay
employees. Likewise, edu-
cation fund dollars can’t be
used for building projects.

Board members Ron
Laux, Donna Geesaman,
Marcie Vormohr, Chip
Phillips, Jon Eads, Aaron
Clark and Chad Towell also
heard updates regarding
the proposed building proj-
ect.

Brian Bohlender of  engi-
neering and architecture
firm Barton Coe Vilamma
provided various options
for the tennis courts,
including renovating in
place, reconstructing in
place or shifting the courts
to a new location (slightly
south, further south along
the main drive, at the north
corner of  the “driving
range” parking lot or on the
south side of  the school). 

Reconstructing the
courts would increase the
cost but would also provide
a longer expected lifespan
than renovating them.

He also reported that an
assessment of  the current
stadium grandstand by a
structural engineer indicat-
ed that it could have as
much as 50 years of  life left
if  it is properly sealed and
maintained. While there
are cosmetic issues such as
chipping paint, he said the
“bones” of  the structure
are sound. 

See Finances page 5
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Jesus words to St. Faustina 

 “Let the greatest 
sinners place 
their trust in 
My mercy.”

Diary 1146
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Thursday
Fifer, Ruth: 11 a.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Glessner, Judith: 2 p.m.,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Friday
Hamilton, Michael: 2 p.m.,

Walker & Glancy Funeral Home,
109 W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Monday
Schoenherr, Marjorie:

10:30 a.m., St. Joseph Catholic
Church, 1689 St. Joe Road, Fort
Recovery.

May 3
Faller, Peg:  Noon, Brock-

man Boeckman Funeral Home,
308 S. Wayne St., Fort Recovery.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Marjorie Schoenherr
Nov. 29, 1932-April 20, 2025

Marjorie T. (Lange) Schoenherr,
age 92, of  Fort Recovery, passed
away peacefully on Sunday, April 20,
2025, at the Gardens at St. Henry.

She was born on Nov. 29, 1932, in
St. Henry, Ohio, to the late Henry
and Philomena (Sutter) Lange.

In addition to her parents, Mar-
jorie was preceded in death by her
husband, Vincent A. Schoenherr,
whom she married on
Oct. 22, 1955, and who
passed on June 28,
2022; her son-in-law,
Dan Dahlinghaus;
her siblings, Donald
(Betty) Lange, Alfred
“Fritz” Lange, Rose-
mary (Leroy) Bens-
man, and Henry
“Dutch” (Lucy)
Lange; her sisters-in-law, Katie
Lange and Regina Lange; and her
brother-in-law, Ed Davis.

Marjorie is survived by her chil-
dren, Susan (Terry) Kunkler of  Fort
Recovery, Mary Dahlinghaus of
Portland, Mark Schoenherr of  Fort
Recovery, Gary (Vickee) Schoenherr
of  Portland, Becky (Glen) Merry of
St. Henry, Ohio, Bev (Jeff) Abels of
St. Henry, Ohio, Angie (Marty) Tom-
linson of  Elberta, Alabama, Tina
(Monte) Huntsman of  Portland, Net-
tie (Kevin) Thieman of  Huntsville,
Ohio, Eric (Jan) Schoenherr of
Coldwater, Ohio, Kyle (Kathy)
Schoenherr of  Vandalia, Ohio, Kim
(Jason) Zeigler of  Coldwater, Ohio,
and Heidi (Mark) Williams of  Syd-
ney, Australia; her 35 grandchildren
and 54 great grandchildren; her sib-
lings, Vernon Lange of  St. Henry,
Ohio, Virgil Lange of  St. Henry,
Ohio, JoAnn Davis of  Celina, Ruth
(Paul) Backs of  Fort Recovery,
Esther Lange of  St. Henry, Ohio,
Virginia “Ginny” (Earl) Gowert of
St. Henry, Ohio, Luella (Glen)
Klosterman of  Galena, Ohio, Eliza-
beth “Betty” (Herb) Hamburg of
Coldwater, Ohio, Shirley (Dennis)
Hartke of  Sidney, David (Pam)
Lange of  Coldwater, Ohio, and
Thomas (Brenda) Lange of  St.
Henry, Ohio; her sister-in-law, Betty
Lange of  St. Henry, Ohio; and
numerous nieces and nephews.

As a dedicated farmwife and

homemaker, Marjorie devoted her
life to nurturing her family and
helping on the family farm. Her nur-
turing spirit extended beyond her
immediate family, as she took great
joy in crafting beautiful embroi-
dered, crocheted, and quilted blan-
kets for her loved ones. She was
known for spoiling her children and
grandchildren, filling their lives
with laughter, comfort and support.
Marjorie enjoyed playing cards with
her family. Marjorie was a devoted
member of  St. Joseph Catholic
Church, where she participated
actively in the Ladies Sodality, con-
tributing her time and talents to
serve her community and church
family with love. Her faith was a
guiding light in her life, inspiring
all those around her.

A Funeral Mass will be held at
10:30 a.m. Monday, April 28, 2025, at
St. Joseph Catholic Church. Burial
will follow in the church cemetery.

There will be no visitation with
family or friends prior to the Mass.
Memorial contributions may be
given to the Mercer County Right to
Life, 507 N. 2nd St Coldwater, Ohio
45828, or EverHeart Hospice, 1350 N.
Broadway Street, Greenville, Ohio
45331. 

Condolences may be shared with
the family by visiting brockman-
boeckmanfh.com.

Peg Faller
Jan. 15, 1958-April 20, 2025

Margaret “Peg” Catherine Faller,
age 67, of  Fort Recovery, passed
away on Sunday, April 20, 2025, at
Divine Rehab and
Nursing at Shane Hill
in Rockford.

She was born on
Jan. 15, 1958, in Celi-
na, to the late William
and Mary (Bernard)
Faller.

In addition to her
parents, Peg was pre-
ceded in death by her
siblings, Thomas Faller and Mary
Lou Faller.

Peg is survived by her siblings,
Carolyn Siefring of  Celina, Mike
(Linda) Faller of  Belleville, Illinois,
Beth Faller of  Como, Texas, Henry
“Spanky” (Mary) Faller of  Aurora,
Illinois, Rick Faller of  St. Mary’s,

Ohio, and Joe (Barb) Faller of  Fair-
born, Ohio; and numerous nieces,
nephews, great nieces and great
nephews.

A proud graduate of  Fort Recov-
ery High School’s Class of  1976, she
embraced life with an open heart
and a passion for caring for those
around her. For many years, Peg
dedicated herself  to caring for her
mother and other elderly couples in
her community. Her nurturing
nature was a testament to her char-
acter, and her love for others knew
no bounds. Peg also had a soft spot
for animals, showering her adored
dogs — Squeaky, PJ, Jake, Toby and
Jackie — with the kind of  love only
she could give. 

Throughout her life, Peg cher-
ished the great outdoors. She found
joy in fishing and often cruised the
countryside, breathing in the fresh
air and enjoying the beauty of
nature. Peg was also an avid gamer
at heart — whether it was a game of
bingo, pulling the slots at the casi-
no, or participating in local festival
games.

A funeral liturgy will be held at
noon Saturday, May 3, 2025, at
Brockman Boeckman Funeral
Home, 308 S. Wayne St., Fort Recov-
ery. Burial will follow in St. Mary’s
Cemetery.

Guests may visit with Peg’s fami-
ly on Saturday from 10 a.m. until the
start of  the service at noon.

Memorial contributions may be
given to EverHeart Hospice, 1350 N.
Broadway Street, Greenville, Ohio
45331.

Condolences may be shared with
the family by visiting brockman-
boeckmanfh.com.

Michael R. Hamilton, Muncie, the
father of a Dunkirk resident, Oct.
29,1965-April 20, 2025. Services will
be at 2 p.m. April 25 at Walker & Glan-
cy Funeral Home, 109 W. Windsor St.,
Montpelier.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

Obituaries

Finances ...

Schoenherr

Faller

Intimidation
A Winchester man was

arrested Monday for
intimidation.

Aaron M. Burge, 28, 517

Westwood Court, is pre-
liminarily charged with a
Level 6 felony. He was
being held on a $3,000
bond in Jay County Jail.

Felony arrests

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.95
May corn..................4.97
June corn ................5.03

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................5.00
May corn..................5.07
June corn ................5.11

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.96
May corn..................4.96
Beans ......................10.37

May beans ..............10.37
Wheat ...................... 4.95

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.91
May corn..................4.93
Beans ......................10.37
May beans ..............10.39
Wheat ......................4.99

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.87
May corn..................4.91
Beans ......................10.24
May beans ..............10.24
Wheat .....................4.92

Lotteries

CR almanac

83/61 73/52 62/44 70/52 78/65
Thursday’s

forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
with a chance
of rain.

Mostly
sunny on
Monday
when there’s
a slight
chance of
rain.

Sunday
looks to be
mostly sunny
with highs in
the upper
60s.

Friday has
an 80% chance
of showers with
a slight chance
of thunder-
storms.

Mostly
cloudy on Sat-
urday, when
there’s a slight
chance of rain
in the morning
and afternoon.

Thursday
4/24

Friday
4/25

Saturday
4/26

Sunday
4/27

Monday
4/28

Powerball
Monday
4-33-45-46-51
Power Ball: 25
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot:

$151 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $50

million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 2-3-7
Daily Four: 6-9-4-0
Quick Draw: 1-3-14-18-

19-22-33-34-38-39-43-46-49-
50-55-60-67-70-72-76

Evening
Daily Three: 4-1-8

Daily Four: 5-7-6-3
Quick Draw: 1-5-7-11-

16-19-24-25-36-48-50-51-53-
57-60-66-70-73-74-75

Cash 5: 26-29-31-35-41
Estimated jackpot:

$307,500

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 9-8-7
Pick 4: 1-6-0-3
Pick 5: 6-9-4-7-4
Evening
Pick 3: 0-5-0
Pick 4: 7-4-1-7
Pick 5: 7-2-8-1-3
Rolling Cash: 3-26-30-

31-39
Estimated jackpot:

$120,000

In 1564, William
Shakespeare was born
in Stratford-upon-Avon,
England. A playwright
and actor, Shakespeare
is known for his various
plays, including “Ham-
let” and “Romeo and
Juliet.”

In 1791, James
Buchanan, who served
as the 15th president of
the United States, was
born near Mercers-
burg, Pennsylvania.

In 1813, Stephen A.
Douglas was born in
Brandon, Vermont.
The United States con-
gressman, senator and
presidential candidate
was nicknamed “Little
Giant” for his short
stature but notable
influence in Congress.

In 1914, Wrigley
Field — at that time it
was called Weeghman
Park — hosted its first
major league baseball
game. The site is now
the home of  the Chica-
go Cubs.

In 1984, the United
States Secretary of
Health and Human
Services announced

the virus that causes
AIDS, later named HIV,
had been discovered. 

In 1985, Coca-Cola
Company began selling
New Coke, a soft drink
meant to replace its for-
mer glory. Strong public
opinions led to the com-
pany bringing back
Coca-Cola Classic less
than three months later.

In 2005, the first
video was uploaded to
Youtube’s website. It
consisted of  Youtube
cofounder Jawed
Karim’s visit to the San
Diego Zoo. A year later,
about 100 million
videos had been pub-
lished on the site.

In 2022, longtime
chairman and presi-
dent of  the Graphic
Printing Company and
retired editor and pub-
lisher of  The Commer-
cial Review Jack
Ronald died at the age
of  73. Ronald was one
of  the first inductees
into the Circle of  Cory-
don and was a member
of  the Indiana Journal-
ism Hall of  Fame.

—The CR

Today
6 p.m. — Dunkirk

Park Board, city build-
ing, 131 S. Main St.

Friday
8 a.m. — Portland

Redevelopment Com-
mission, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

Monday

9 a.m. — Jay County
Commissioners, audi-
torium, courthouse, 120
N. Court St., Portland.

3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Solid Waste Manage-
ment District Board,
5948 W. Indiana 67,
Portland.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk
City Council, city
building, 131 S. Main
St.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

EUCHRE CLUB — Will
meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of  each month
at Chalet Village Health
and Rehabilitation in the
North Lounge.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for help-
ing families affected by
addiction meets at 4 p.m.
each Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES —
Will meet at 6 p.m., on the
second and fourth Wednes-
day of  the month at the
Eagles’ lodge, 320 N. Merid-
ian St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St.

Thursday
LAWYERS IN

LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consultations
with a lawyer are available
from 10 a.m. to noon at Jay
County Public Library, 315
N. Ship St., Portland. Con-
sulting is available on top-
ics including divorce, cus-
tody, guardianship, tenant-
landlord issues, bankrupt-
cy, debt collection, estates
and immigration. Those
interested in participating
should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.

SMART RECOVERY — A
group for those struggling
with addiction that focuses
on motivation, coping with
cravings, managing
thoughts, feelings and
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land.

DEMENTIA SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 5:30
p.m. at Persimmon Ridge
Rehabilitation Centre, 200
N. Park St., Portland.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug
Prevention Coalition office
at 100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. 

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

MISSISSINEWA CHAP-
TER OF THE NATIONAL
SOCIETY DAUGHTERS
OF THE AMERICAN REV-
OLUTION — Will meet at
10 a.m. Saturday, April 26,
at Jay County Historical
Society Museum. The chap-
ter is celebrating its 106th
anniversary with special
guest Brenda Cotton, Indi-
ana Daughters of  the
American Revolution cen-
tral district director. For
questions, contact regent
Kathy Selman at (260) 251-
1694 or Sue Sommers at
(260) 726-2678.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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Eta Chi Chapter of  Sigma Phi
Gamma International Sorority
held a Mother’s Day party April
15 at Mt Tabor Hall in Dunkirk.
Kris Cook gave the candle light-
ing service to open the party.
Julie Terrell gave a prayer, and
Shari Van Nuland read a poem
about what a mother is to her

family. A lovely luncheon was
served.

After the meal Shari Van
Nuland passed out clay pottery
to be painted for entertainment.
Everyone enjoyed the fun.

Those attending were Kaylee
Inman, Kathleen Inman, Angie
Burress, Renee Blumenhorst,

Scarlet Steed, Lilly Sollars,
Lexi Steed, Kris Cook, Julie
Terrell, Connie Retter, Julie
Adkins, Shari Van Nuland,
Marcia Eglan, Marlene Cle-
venger, Morgan Taylor,
Jacinela Smith, Lisa Taylor,
Kinley Tarter, Brakella Stur-
gall and Amanda Taylor.

Sorority news

Photo provided

Character Counts
East Elementary School recently recognized first grade students for

demonstrating citizenship. Pictured above in the front row are Warren Ralph, Gus
Link and Kyla Frazee. In the back row are Leo Cox, Reagan Edmundson and Russell
Vogel.

DEAR ABBY: My oldest
daughter, “Alexa,” is breaking
my heart. She’s engaged to a
nice enough man she’s been
with for five years, but she has
cast aside every single wedding
tradition that’s important to us.

Alexa won’t wear an engage-
ment ring because diamonds are
“ugly” and not politically cor-
rect. She has refused to have
either an engagement party or a
bridal shower. Because they are
forgoing a registry, my friends
have no idea what to get them
for wedding gifts. (Turns out,
none of  my friends are invited
to the wedding — only their
friends and family.) She also
refuses to have a bridal party, so
her sisters are hurt because
they wanted to be bridesmaids. 

I was so looking forward to
shopping with her for her bridal
gown, but she doesn’t want to
wear one. (She bought a plain
white dress instead.) Worst of
all, her father can’t walk her
down the aisle because, in her
words, she’s not property to be
given away. There will be no
reception — just champagne
and wedding cake in the base-
ment of  the church. There’s no
wedding dinner, not even appe-
tizers, and no wedding toasts.
There won’t be a first dance
because there’s no band. 

I understand that she watched
her younger sister turn into a
bridezilla, but her sister did
have a gorgeous wedding that
we paid for. We’re willing to pay
for hers too, but she and her
fiance are refusing to do ANY-
thing we want. They are both
doctors and can pay for whatev-
er they want. Her father is ready
to stay home rather than be
ignored, and I’m not sure I want
to be there either. How do we
navigate this without alienating
our daughter? — RUINED WED-
DING IN NEW YORK

DEAR RUINED WEDDING:
You and your husband navi-

gate this by reminding your-
selves that Alexa’s wedding is
hers, not yours. You have
already had two weddings —
your own and your younger
daughter’s. Comfort your-
selves with the knowledge
that you and your husband
can spend the money you
would have blown on this
shindig on a luxury vacation
for yourselves.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: What do you

think about some relatives who
asked to come and stay with us
while they relocated to our state,
and brought a handgun and
ammunition into our home
without our knowledge? We
have a 7-year-old daughter! They
don’t think they did anything
wrong and claim they were not
obligated to inform us because
it was locked and the ammuni-
tion was stored apart from it. —
THREATENED IN OREGON

DEAR THREATENED:
From what you have written,
your relatives practice gun
safety. Their weapon is
locked, and the ammunition
is stored separately. I will
assume that your child did
not find or handle their
weapon. That said, NO ONE
has the “right” to bring a gun
into someone else’s home
without their permission. If
your relatives can’t immedi-
ately find other lodging, they
should check what the Ore-
gon gun laws are and consid-
er storing their weapon away
from your house in the trunk
of  their vehicle. 

Community Calendar

Dear
Abby

Mom devastated
by wedding plans
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Editor’s note: This column was
originally printed on April 21,
2021. A year later, it was reprint-
ed following Jack’s death. It
seems a good reminder to revisit
year after year. This week, think
about someone who means some-
thing to you and follow Jack’s
advice.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

Don’t wait.
Don’t wait until someone is

gone before expressing how
much they mean to you.

That’s the lesson driven home
over the past month.

Melodi Haley was my class-
mate. She was my friend. And in
the words of  many of  my con-
temporaries, she was the glue
that held us all together.

Every high school graduating
class is different. Some go their
separate ways minutes after
that tassel is moved from one
side of  the mortarboard to the
other.

Others stay connected.
I’m lucky enough to say mine

stayed connected.
And Melodi was the primary

reason for that.
She’s the one who cajoled

committees together for
reunion after reunion. She’s the
one who corralled us for month-
ly luncheons before COVID-19
set in. She’s the one who carried
a magic wand that could turn
the biggest slacker into the
busiest volunteer. That last one I
know for sure. I was the slacker,
and Melodi put me to work on
projects I never would have
dreamed of  taking on.

There was something about
the word “no” that didn’t work
when she asked you to help.

We lost Melodi this month. And
by the word “we,” I mean the
Portland High School Class of
1966, the farming community she
served for years at Harvestland
Coop in Geneva, the folks at Jay
County Retirement Center, her
co-workers at Adams Physical
Therapy and her fellow members
of  the congregation at Zion Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church.

And more.
I’ve lost track of  how long

Melodi had been dealing with
cancer. She’d fight it. She’d beat
it. Then it would turn 180 degrees
and she’d be fighting it again.

But a funny thing happened.
When most of  us might have

felt sorry for ourselves, Melodi
decided her mission was to offer
advice and support and hope to
others facing the same affliction.
Ask around and you’ll find folks
she reached out to, setting aside

her own battle to provide encour-
agement to others in theirs.

The best thing I’ve done in 2021
and the best thing I’ve done in a
long while was to let her know —
while she was still alive — how
much I admired her.

In other words, I didn’t wait.
A couple of  months ago, when

it was clear that her situation was
dire, I sent her an email.

Words may not be sufficient.
But sometimes they are all we
have:

Melodi,
I’m not at all happy about the

news I hear coming from 910 S.
Vine St.

(Anonymous) has been in
touch.

First, it was to let me know
about his situation. Then it was
to fill me in on yours.

Neither one qualified as good
news.

Connie and I have been opti-
mistic about both of  you.

So this is discouraging.

But here’s something worth
remembering:

A lot of  folks stumble through
life without much of  a clue.

And then there are others, oth-
ers whose lives make a difference,
others who matter.

You matter. You have mattered.
It may have been with your

smile. It may have been with your
laughter. It may have been with
your leadership.

But there is no doubt, you mat-
ter. You have mattered.

Not everyone can say that.
Actually, few can say that.

But you matter. And you con-
tinue to matter to your friends,
your family and your classmates.

So keep that in mind.
When the night seems long and

dawn seems far away, remember
this: You have mattered.

Love,
Jack and Connie
Insufficient? Probably.
But my advice is still this: Don’t

wait.

Let your friends know they matter
Back
in the
Saddle

By LLEWELLYN KING
InsideSources.com
Tribune News Service

America has your back. That has
been the message of  U.S. foreign poli-
cy to the world’s vulnerable since the
end of  World War II.

That sense that America is behind
you was a message for Europe against
the threat of  the Soviet Union and
has been the implicit message for all
threatened by authoritarian expan-
sionism.

From the sophisticated in Western
Europe to the struggling masses
worldwide, America has always been
there to help. Its mission has been to
serve and, in its serving, to promote
the American brand — freedom,
democracy, capitalism, human rights
— and to keep America a revered and
special place.

America was there to arbitrate an
end to civil war, to rush in with aid
after a natural disaster, to provide
food during a famine and medical
assistance during an infectious dis-
ease outbreak. America was there
with an open heart and open hand.

If  you want to look at this in a
transactional way, which is the cur-
rency of  today, we gave but we got
back. The ledger is balanced. For
example, we sent forth America’s
food surplus to where it was needed,
from Pakistan to Ethiopia, and we
opened markets to our farmers.

The world’s needs established a
symbiotic relationship in which we
gained reverence and prestige, and
our values were exported and some-
times adopted.

President Donald Trump has char-
acterized us as victims of  a venal
world that has pillaged our goodwill,
stolen our manufacturing and
exploited our market. The fact is that
when Trump took office in January,
the United States had the best-per-

forming economy in the world, and
its citizens enjoyed the products of
the world at reasonable prices. Infla-
tion was a problem, but it was begin-
ning to come down — and it wasn’t as
persistent as it had been in Britain,
for example.

Trump has painted a picture of  a
world where our manufacturing was
somehow shanghaied and carried in
the depth of  night to Asia.

In fact, American businesses, big
and small, sought out Asian manufac-
turing to avail themselves of  cheap
but talented labor, low regulation,
and a union-free environment.

Businesses will always go where
the ecosystem favors them. The busi-
ness ecosystem offshore was as irre-
sistible to us as it was to a tranche of
European manufacturing.

The move to Asia hollowed out the
old manufacturing centers of  the
Midwest and New England, but
unemployment has remained low.
Some industries, including farming,
food processing and manufacturing,
suffer labor shortages.

We need manufacturing that sup-
ports national security. That includes
chips, heavy electrical equipment
and other essential infrastructure
goods. It doesn’t include a lot of  con-
sumer goods, from clothing to toys.

Former California Sen. S.I.
Hayakawa, a Republican and a
semanticist, said you couldn’t come
up with the correct answer if  your

input was wrong, “no matter how
hard you think.” Trump’s thinking
about the world seems to be input-
challenged.

The world isn’t changing only in
how Trump has ordained but in other
fundamental ones. Manufacturing in
just five years will be very different.
Artificial intelligence will be on the
factory floor, in the planning and
sales offices, and it will boost produc-
tivity. However, it won’t add jobs and
probably will subtract them.

Trump would like to build
a Fortress America with all that will
involve, including higher prices and
uncompetitive factories. While not
undermining our position as the
benefactor to the world, a better
approach might be to build up North
America and welcome Canada and
Mexico into an even closer relation-
ship. Canada shares much of  our cul-
ture, is rich in raw materials, and has
been an exemplary neighbor. Mexico
is a treasure trove of  talent and labor.

Rather than threatening Canada
and belittling Mexico, a possible
future lies in a collaborative relation-
ship with our neighbors.

Meanwhile, Canada is looking for
markets to the East and the West.
Mexico, which is building a coast-to-
coast railway to compete with the
Panama Canal, is staking much on its
new trade deal with the European
Union.

Trump has sundered old relation-
ships and old views of  what is Amer-
ica’s place in the world order. No
longer does the world have America
at its back.

This is a time of  choice: The Ugly
American or the Great Neighbor.

••••••••••
King is the executive producer and

host of  “White House Chronicle” on
PBS.

America doesn’t have your back

By JIM VARGAS
OtherWords

Homelessness and sub-
stance use disorder often
occur simultaneously —
but many people struggling
with both are unable to get
the help they need. That
puts homeless service
providers on the front lines
of  the battle for reversing
overdoses while also trying
to end homelessness, one
life at a time.

As the CEO of  a large
homelessness service
provider, I’ve seen first-
hand how helping someone
overcome substance use
can lead directly to helping
them overcome homeless-
ness.

Ending homelessness is a
long process. It isn’t all
about lifting someone off
the streets and finding
them a job and a place to
call home. There’s a spec-
trum of  steps and success-
es along the way to help
someone build confidence
and independence so they
can make long-term posi-
tive lifestyle changes.

Overcoming substance
use is one of  those steps.
We have a number of
strategies to approach sub-
stance use that have offered
positive results. The first is
the overarching principle
of  harm reduction, which
we use because it saves
lives.

Many of  our outreach
teams carry NARCAN or
other life-saving treat-
ments. We also have NAR-
CAN vending machines
that allow people experi-
encing homelessness to eas-
ily — and freely — get the
life-saving medicine they
need to help themselves or
others.

Unfortunately, many
shelters are also inade-
quately prepared to address
the needs of  people experi-
encing both substance use
challenges and homeless-
ness. That’s why we need
more detoxification facili-
ties that are targeted
toward this population
with overlapping needs.

From there, the actual
healing and support can
begin.

Along with support
groups and harm reduction
techniques, people facing
both substance use and
homelessness need wrap-
around services to exit
their situation for good.
These services include pro-
grams aimed at helping
people find employment or
educational opportunities. 

The construction of
affordable housing also

plays a major role, given
the astronomical cost of
living in much of  the coun-
try. While this is a more
complicated and longer-
term commitment, it’s real-
ly the only way to end
homelessness for good.

People of  all walks of  life
can play a big role in pre-
venting and ending home-
lessness.

It’s time for us to destig-
matize substance use disor-
der so that those experienc-
ing it can get the help they
need. Harm reduction and
adequate medical care are
a strong buffer against the
endless cycles of  criminal-
ization into which many
people in need fall.

It’s important to know
that every citizen can pur-
chase and carry NARCAN,
and receive training in its
proper use. By doing so,
you can give someone a sec-
ond chance at life.

Make no mistake, home-
lessness is a crisis. Late
last year, the number of
people in this country
experiencing homeless-
ness hit an all time high.
And a 2020 study found that
27% of  all adults experi-
encing homelessness had
long-term substance use,
pointing to the strong con-
nection between the two
issues.

But people experiencing
homelessness aren’t num-
bers on a graph — they’re
human beings with stories.
Investing in funding for
critical services makes a
direct impact in their lives,
and in the community at
large.

Most importantly, we
must center any approach
to ending homelessness in
compassion. For too long,
we’ve approached people
struggling with averted
eyes. It’s time that we real-
ize that these are our broth-
ers and sisters, fathers,
mothers, children and
grandparents.

We can solve the home-
lessness crisis, but only if
we do so together. I hope
you’ll join us in this mis-
sion.

••••••••••
Vargas is president and

CEO of  Father Joe’s Vil-
lages, the largest homeless
services provider in South-
ern California.

Invest to end
homelessness

Guest
Editorial

Llewellyn
King
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Continued from page 1
He asked city and coun-

ty officials to seriously
consider whether the
sewage system is capable
of  handling the added
sewage from the proposed
development.

In other business, the
council:

•Approved an update to
the city’s solicitation ordi-
nance on second reading.
It calls for solicitors to reg-
ister with the city for a fee
of  $25 for a permit that
expires after two weeks.
They will be limited to
soliciting between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m. (Previously, no
timeframe was listed.)
They must also have a
background check.

•Relayed a request from
Moser for reimbursement
of  a bill related to sewer
work to Portland Board of
Works. (Council recom-
mended the reimburse-
ment.) He had called a
plumber because of  what
he assumed as an issue
with his own sewer lines,
but it was discovered that
the back-up issue was with
a nearby lift station.

•Approved a pair of
three-year tax abatements
for FCC (Indiana), one for
real property and the
other for personal proper-
ty. They total an invest-
ment of  $1.6 million and
are expected to create two
new jobs.

•Was introduced to
Ceann Bales, who was
recently hired as the new
executive director of  Jay
County Development Cor-
poration.

•Agreed to vacate an
alley between the Bollen-
bacher and Associates
office (915 N. Meridian St.)
and the former Cross-
Roads Financial Federal
Credit Union office to the
south. Bollenbacher repre-
sentatives visited a previ-
ous meeting to request
vacating the alley, saying
plans are to expand the
Bollenbacher office to the
south.

•Though the resident
who made the request was
not in attendance, McClung
addressed making a section
of  Votaw Street (Indiana
26/67) east of  Industrial
Park Drive a no-truck area.
He pointed out that because
the Votaw Street is a state
highway in that area, such
a decision would be up to

Indiana Department of
Transportation.

•Heard Golden ask clerk-
treasurer Lori Phillips
about the projected impact
on revenue for the city fol-
lowing the passage last
week of  Indiana Senate Bill
1, which addresses a variety
of  tax issues. She said the
city is expected to miss out
on $1.2 million in additional
revenue over the next three
years that it would have
received under the current
funding system.

•Briefly discussed the lat-
eral transfer issue that has
been brought up at multiple
meetings as related to
police officer Jagg Nunez.
Westlake said he is still
researching the issue.

•Heard Westlake issue a
reminder that street paving
work is beginning in the
city this week. Residents
are asked not to park on the
streets between 6 a.m. and 7
p.m. during the project.
Streets effect are as follows:

First Street — Between
Wayne and Munson streets

Franklin Street — From
Lafayette Street north to its
dead end at Portland Fire
Department

Garfield Street —
Between First and Water
streets

Hayes Street — From
Water Street south to the
alley

Jaqua Avenue — From
Union Street north to its
dead end

Maple Street — Between
Silvers Lane and Charles
Street

Munson Street —
Between First and Water
streets

North Street — Between
Middle and Glen streets

Seventh Street — From
Meridian Street to the west-
ern city limits

Shank Street — Between
Fifth and Seventh streets

Ship Street — Between
Walnut and Votaw streets

Silvers Lane — Between
Maple Street and Olsen
Lane

Tyson Road — From
Charles Street to the west-
ern city limits

Wayside Place —
Between Charles and North
streets

Western Avenue —
Between Seventh and
Water streets

Williams Street —
Between Water and Walnut
streets

Continued from page 1
Also Monday, council

approved an ordinance
accepting terms and estab-
lishing zoning designa-
tions in relation to annex-
ing approximately 7.417
acres in Gibson Township.

In January, council
approved an ordinance
consenting to and setting
forth services for a propos-
al to the annexation. Mer-
cer County Commission-
ers later approved the
annexation, which
includes the following
properties: Miracle Lanes,
Mercer Health Medical
Group, a portion of  Wen-
del Poultry's property and
a lot owned by Fred West-
gerdes.

Per legal requirements,
the annexation will take
effect 30 days from Monday.

In other business, coun-
cil members Al Post, Cliff
Wendel, Scott Pearson,
Greg Schmitz and Luke
Knapke, absent Erik Fiely:

•Heard a solar test on the
village’s wastewater
lagoons indicated a large
decrease in the organic
waste materials in the
ponds. Diller shared plans
to begin preparing bid doc-
uments, with the village to

choose between accepting
bids for dredging the
lagoons or emptying and
cleaning the lagoons.
Answering a question from
council, Diller said the
work will take between
four and six weeks. So far,
he noted, the lagoons
haven’t had a strong odor.
He attributed the lack of
smell to additional aera-
tion put into the ponds in
the last year.

•Agreed to pay $24,665 to
environmental consultant
Eagon and Associates and
contractor Quinter Well
Drilling for work involved
in testing locations for the
site of  a third well in the
village.

•OK’d paying a $3,235.25
bill from Eagon and Asso-
ciates for work involved in
finding a site for the third
well.

•Heard painting should
begin this week on the vil-
lage’s second water tower,
which is on track to be fin-
ished and in service by
July 1. “Everything’s on
target for that,” said Diller.

•Dedicated a prayer at
the beginning of  the meet-
ing to Fiely, who recently
suffered a stroke, and his
family.

Role ...

City ...

Continued from page 2
(Options for the capital project

have included tearing down the
grandstand and relocating home
fans to the opposite side of  the
field.) There was also some dis-
cussion about future use of  the
interior of  the building, which
has locker rooms and storage
space.

Bohlender also provided
options for reconstructing the
current eight-lane track or
adding a ninth lane. He said plans
for the kitchen now include run-
ning electrical overhead instead
of  in the floor, which will reduce
costs.

Gulley asked project commit-

tee members to be ready to meet
again before making recommen-
dations in May. (A preliminary
plan presented Monday that
includes electrical and mechani-
cal improvements, updates to the
band, choir and wrestling areas
as well as the former TV studio,
kitchen improvements and work
on outdoor athletic facilities
came in at $18.2 million.)

Julie Bolling of  law firm Krieg
Devault laid out a potential time-
line for issuing bonds for such a
project, with hearings to be held
in May and June, followed by a
formal resolution for a bond. A
petition/remonstrance process
would follow. 

If  approved, bonds would like-
ly be issued in late October.

In other business:
•During the Patriot Pride

moment, honored the Jay Coun-
ty FFA soil judging team that is
headed to the national competi-
tion in Oklahoma.

•Approved the following:  the
retirement of  Redkey Elemen-
tary School first grade teacher
Jane Evans; field trips for the
Jay County robotics team, PVE
club students, German IV stu-
dents and Junior ROTC mem-
bers; a contract with Dosia Mid-
dlebrook for deaf  and hard of
hearing students; a contract
with Ascender for speech and

language pathology services;
holding an auction of  surplus
equipment May 16 in the former
bus garage at East Jay Elemen-
tary School; expenses related to
the Sept. 22 tornado that dam-
aged the junior high/library
wing of  the junior-senior high
school; updates to the elemen-
tary student handbook; and
adoption of  the kindergarten
through eighth grade reading
textbooks from McGraw-Hill.

•Accepted the resignations of
wrestling coach Eric Myers, high
school social studies teacher
Todd Gibson (effective at the end
of  the school year) and East Jay
Elementary School Lifeskills

instructional assistant Ty
Thacker (effective April 9).

•Approved transferring
$635,976.17 from the school’s State
Medicaid Fund to the Education
Fund and making future trans-
fers of  similar funds as advised
by the State Board of  Accounts.

•Accepted $3,100 in donations,
including $2,000 from Indiana
Farmers Insurance/Branum
Brown Insurance. It will become
an annual donation in exchange
for stadium signs, public address
announcements, on-site exhibit
space and a social media cam-
paign.

•Received proposed updates to
the junior-senior high handbook.

Finances ...

By WHITNEY DOWNARD 
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

A Monday budget conference com-
mittee revealed little new informa-
tion about ongoing negotiations
between Republican caucuses,
though a bicameral, bipartisan
group heard roughly half  an hour of
public testimony. 

Sen. Ryan Mishler, the chief  budg-
et architect for Senate Republicans,
squashed any requests for increased
funding prior to public input, saying
the grim Wednesday budget fore-
cast that projected $2 billion less in
spending “speaks for itself.”

“We have some tough decisions to
make,” said the Mishawaka Republi-
can. “Please don’t ask for more
because the question at this point
will be, ‘Who do you want us to take
it from?’”

Aside from that early remark,
Republicans largely took a back seat
for the rest of  the hour-long meeting
— neither offering comment nor
asking many questions. 

Sen. Fady Qaddoura, D-Indianapo-
lis, condemned the GOP members
for not commenting on private nego-
tiations during Monday’s meeting.
As both chambers have a Republi-
can supermajority, Democrats are
often excluded from such discus-
sions. 

“I was extremely disappointed
today that would have been — or
should have been — a public process
to discuss the budget publicly and

the solutions … did not occur. We are
a public institution serving 6.9 mil-
lion Hoosiers across the state and
the budget process should have been
much more transparent,” said Qad-
doura. 

In a comment to reporters, Rep.
Jeff  Thompson — who leads budget
negotiations for House Republicans
— said that Monday’s meeting was
the last opportunity for public com-
ment.

A smattering of  public advocates
took the opportunity to make a last-
minute appeal before lawmakers,
including 16-year-old central Indiana
Girl Scout Vera McConnell. 

McConnell made repealing the
state sales tax on menstrual products
— also known as the Pink Tax —
the goal of  her Gold Award, one of
Girls Scouts’ highest honors. 

“Women and girls have paid the
pink tax, through both good and bad
economic times, and it’s no longer a
fiscal issue. Rather, it’s a fairness
issue,” McConnell said Monday. “We
should not profit from the necessary
bodily functions of  people. The time
is now.”

Feminine hygiene products are
taxed as luxuries and not as a medical
necessity. These dollars contribute
$5.6 million in sales taxes to state cof-
fers, or 0.01% of  the budget. 

House Republicans struck the tax
in their version of  the budget but Sen-
ate Republicans reversed course —
much to the chagrin of  their Demo-
cratic counterparts, who tried to

amend it back into the budget last
week but failed on a largely party-line
vote. 

Other testimony used that news to
try to push forward a long-sought tax
increase on cigarettes. 

According to the American Lung
Association, only a dozen states tax
cigarettes at a lower rate than Indi-
ana, which has the lowest tax of  its
surrounding states at $0.995 per pack.
That is nearly half  the national rate
of  $1.93. 

Tiffany Nichols, the Indiana direc-
tor of  advocacy for the American
Lung Association, pushed for a $2
increase, which could bring in an
estimated $800 million in tax revenue. 

“We know from decades of
research that increasing tobacco
taxes is one of  the most effective ways
to reduce use,” said Nichols. “We
must close this loophole. Creating
barriers across all tobacco products
ensures a consistent public health
message: all tobacco products are
harmful.”

The House has passed such an
increase a handful of  times but never
gotten the Senate onboard. Previous-
ly, legislative leaders said all options
are on the table with the exception of
marijuana legalization and an expan-
sion of  gaming taxes. 

Raising so-called sin taxes — which
can include alcohol in addition to cig-
arettes and gaming — was at the
heart of  Democrat suggestions for
addressing the $2 billion budget
shortfall.

By LISA SCHENCKER
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

Walgreens Boots
Alliance has agreed to
pay $300 million to settle
allegations that it filled
millions of  invalid pre-
scriptions for opioids
and other controlled sub-
stances and illegally
billed federal programs
such as Medicare for
those medications, the
U.S. Department of  Jus-
tice announced Monday.

The federal government
had alleged that Deer-
field, Illinois-based Wal-
greens filled prescrip-
tions with “egregious red
flags,” according to an
amended complaint filed
last week in U.S. District
Court for the Northern
District of  Illinois. The

government alleged that
Walgreens filled prescrip-
tions with high dosages
of  opioids, filled prescrip-
tions for the drugs too
early, and filled prescrip-
tions for a dangerous
combination of  three
drugs, from late 2013 to
early 2023, according to
the complaint.

The government had
alleged that Walgreens
pressured its pharmacists
to fill the prescriptions
quickly, without giving

them time to check if  the
prescriptions were valid.

The government also
alleged that Walgreens sub-
mitted the invalid prescrip-
tions to federal health
insurance programs,
including Medicare for
reimbursement, in viola-
tion of  the federal False
Claims Act.

“Walgreens knowingly
filled numerous invalid
controlled-substances pre-
scriptions that were either
not issued in the usual

course of  professional
practice, not for a legiti-
mate medical purpose, or
both,” the government had
alleged, according to the
settlement agreement.
“Walgreens knew that such
prescriptions raised signifi-
cant concerns and were
highly likely to be invalid.
But Walgreens neverthe-
less filled numerous such
prescriptions without
resolving the significant
concerns those prescrip-
tions raised.”

Indiana Capital Chronicle/Whitney Downard

Vera McConnell, a 16-year-old central Indiana Girl Scout, testifies before a budget conference
committee on Monday. The meeting was the final opportunity for Hoosiers to comment on the budget.
Republican Sen. Ryan Mishler, who has headed the budget process in the chamber, said there are
difficult decisions to be made following a projection that shows $2 billion less than expected.

Final appeals 
Hoosiers testify before budget committee

Walgreens to pay $300 million

Funds will settle allegations
regarding invalid opioid prescriptions



ACCULEVEL. YOUR
foundation repair and
basement waterproofing
experts. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or
concrete slab weíll guide
you on the right path to a
healthy home. Act now!
Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free
consultation. 1-877-229-
0197
ADVERTISERS:  You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $300.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
BECOME A  Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution.
CALL FOR  Your Free
Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/hoosier
CALL LEAFGUARD
and say goodbye to gut-
ter cleaning for good. No
cleaning. No leaking. No
water damage. No more
ladder accidents. Get
LeafGuard today and be
protected for life. FREE
estimate. Financing
available. 20% off total
purchase (Restrictions
may apply.) Call 1-866-
641-9158
CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR  - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no
hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and
text, starting at just
$20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-
572-5165
DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-
844-244-7025 www.den-
tal50plus.com/hoosier
#6258
DIRECTV-  All your
entertainment. Nothing
on your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first
three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice
package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931
DO YOU  know what is in
your water? Leaf Home
Water Solutions offers
FREE water testing and
whole home water treat-
ment systems that can
be installed in as little
one day. 15% off your
entire purchase. Plus
10% senior & military
discounts. Restrictions
apply. Schedule your
FREE test today. Call 1-
855-966-4836
DONATE YOUR  car,
truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-877-414-
2352 today!
ELIMINATE GUTTER
cleaning forever! LeafFil-
ter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. Plus 10%
Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-361-
4260
FREEDOMCARE. LET
your loved ones care for
you and get paid!†Paid
by Medicaid. Choose
family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check
your eligibility today! Call
FreedomCare now! 1-
844-563-4012
IF VETERINARY  care is
unavailable or unafford-
able, ask for Happy Jack
animal healthcare
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in

The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new job,

the Classifieds deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities
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Continued from page 8
Mason Diller led the

offense with three hits,
including a 2-run home
run on the team’s second
at bat of  the game, three
RBIs and three runs
scored. Alex Gaerke fol-
lowed closely behind with
three RBIs on two hits.

Jacob Foote earned the
win on the mound, tossing
five innings and only sur-
rendering one run on
three hits. Caden Homan
took over in the sixth and
gave up one earned run on
two hits and a walk to fin-
ish off  the game.

Still perfect
ALBANY — A 171-178

victory over the Delta
Eagles on Monday kept
the Jay County boys golf
team undefeated on the
2025 campaign.

Tucker Griffin shot an

even 36 to earn match
medalist honors. The sen-
ior filled his score card
with five pars and two
bogeys, but made up for it
with back-to-back birdies
on the par-4 fourth and
par-5 fifth holes.

Jay County (3-0) also got
a solid showing from Isaac
Homan, who made par
four times en route to a 45.

A birdie on the par-3
seventh hole highlighted
Cody DeHoff ’s round of  42
strokes.

Griffin Byrum made up
the final score for the
Patriots with a 48, while
Dawson Goldsworthy’s 51
didn’t affect the outcome.

Can’t hold
FORT RECOVERY —

Despite a four-run first
inning, the Fort Recovery
softball team couldn’t
hold its lead as it fell to

Wapakoneta 14-7 on Mon-
day.

Wapakoneta put up
crooked numbers in five
innings, with a bulk of
the offense coming late
with four runs in the
sixth and three in the sev-
enth. After scoring four
times in the first, FRHS
manage to scratch across
more than one run per
inning.

Jenna Homan, Ella
Schoen and Kayla
Heitkamp all led the Indi-
ans (8-4) with two hits
apiece and Homan led
with two runs.

Homan suffered the loss
in the circle, giving up 11
runs, only five of  which
were earned, on 10 hits
and three walks. The
Tribe committed seven
errors, leading to six
unearned runs crossing
the plate.

The Commercial Review
Wednesday, April 23, 2025 Sports Page 7

JACUZZI BATH
Remodel can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one
day. For a limited time,
waiving ALL installation
costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-
866-937-1159
NEW WINDOWS  from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer - zero
down, zero payments,
zero interest for TWO
years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE!
Offer is valid for select
models. Labor not includ-
ed. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
PREPARE FOR  power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-866-
953-2203 today to
schedule a free quote.
Itís not just a generator.
Itís a power move.
PREPARE FOR  power
outages with Briggs &
StrattonÆ PowerPro-
tect(TM) standby gener-
ators - the most powerful
home standby genera-
tors available. Industry-
leading comprehensive
warranty - 7 years ($849
value.) Proudly made in
the U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-877-798-
0270.
PRODUCTS FOR  cats,
dogs, & horses. At Trac-
tor SupplyÆ.
SAFE STEP.  North
Americaís #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and
service. Now featuring
our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-855-743-
1911

SUNSETTER. AMERIC-
AS  Number One
Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or
patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year lim-
ited warranty. Call now
and SAVE $350 today! 1-
855-801-2797
WE BUY  Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-
855-655-7718

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos

allowed on Classified
Page 

Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,

business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and

sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not

know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 505 West Line

Street, Geneva, IN 
Saturday Morning

MAY 3, 2025 
9:30 A.M.

REAL ESTATE:
1 Ω story home with 3
bedrooms, 1 full bath-
room and 1426 square

feet of living area.
Home has gas forced air
furnace with central air,

gas water heater, a
water softener and a

partial basement.  The
kitchen has nice oak

cabinets with space for
a table along with a din-
ing room.  There is a 24í

x 26í 2 car detached
garage with heat and

water, a small utility barn
with a walk in cooler and

a 32í x 48í pole barn
that has a workshop
with heat and water.
This property sits on

2.06 acres.  This proper-
ty has been well main-
tained and has a spa-

cious yard.  
For more information or
private showing contact

LOY REAL ESTATE KIM
LOY BROKER 260-726-

2700 OR GARY LOY
AUCTIONEER 260-726-

5160
REAL ESTATE WILL
SELL AT 9:30A.M. 

Personal property will
sell immediately follow-

ing real estate.
KEN & MARCELLA

DOHERTY, Deceased
By Lois Debolt and

Penny Hirschy
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata

AU12400069
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall at the Jay

County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,

IN 
APRIL 26, 2025

9:30 A. M.
ANTIQUES ñ OLD &

COLLECTORS ITEMS
Oak floor model glass
show case; Oak table;
Oak table top model

glass show case; Gen-
dron Wheel Co. wooden
wheelchair; military foot
locker; wood sleigh with

reindeer and Santa;
spinning wheel bench;
Touring Car external
trunk; liquor cabinet; 

TOYS: Lindstrom Gold
Star pinball game, (2)

Auburn fire trucks, Over-
land Express 3140

engine (in box), Wolver-
ine Express bus, Moun-
tain Special train engine,
and many other toys not
listed.  Indian blankets;

CROCKS:   25+ to
include jugs, crocks,
chicken waterers, #5

crown, bean pots,
crocks with lids, and

Weir jars. BOY SCOUT:
hatchet, hat, books,

pins, patches, etc; GM
Goodwrench motor oil

papers; cast iron trivets;
(4) brass barber shop
stand feet;Coca Cola
dishes, service for 4;

wood honey jug; glass
cigar jar; doctors bag;

vintage childrenís cloth-
ing; and many other

items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
This is a quality auction

with a nice variety of
antiques and col-

lectibles.     Auction pre-
view will be held on Fri-
day April 25th from 4:00

p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Doors will open day of
auction at 8:00 a.m. 
JOAN MARSHALL

Loy Auction
AC#31600027

Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata

AU12400069

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

PORTLAND WATER
PARK is accepting appli-
cation for CERTIFIED
lifeguards for the 2025
season. Applications are
also being accepted for
concession stand work-
ers. No certification is
required. The Water Park
is open 7 days per week
and employees will be
expected to work week-
ends. Applications are
available at Portland City
Hall, The City of Portland
website, and Portland
Water Park Facebook
page. 2025 season runs
May 24th through mid to
late August. Applications
will be accepted at City
Hall, 321 N. Meridian St.,
until Friday, May 2nd at
4:00p.m. The City of
Portland is and Equal
Opportunity Employer.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, distri-
bution, offices, inside and
outdoor storage. Easy
access to major high-
ways and railroad access
with loading docks and
overhead cranes avail-
able. Contact Sycamore
Group, 419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m
FOR RENT 2 BED-
ROOM HOUSE with
garage in Redkey. Avail-
able May 1st. 260-223-
8631

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage

THE  CLASSFIEDS
Find it  Buy It

Sell It!
(260) 726-8141 
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Public Notice
ADVERTISEMENT FOR

BIDS
City of Dunkirk

2025-1 CCMG Dunkirk Project
Sealed Bids for the 2025-1
CCMG Dunkirk Project will be
received by the City of
Dunkirk at the Jay County
Community Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian Street, Suite
D, Portland, Indiana 47371,
until Wednesday, May 7, 2025
at 10:00 a.m. local time. At that
time the Bids received will be
publicly opened and read.
The Project includes the fol-
lowing Work: The resurfacing
of various streets within the
City of Dunkirk.
Information and Bidding Doc-
uments for the Project can be
found and downloaded at the
following website:
choiceoneengineering.com/pr
ojects-out-for-bid. All official
notifications, addenda, and
other Bidding Documents will
be offered through the desig-
nated website. Neither Owner
nor Engineer will be respon-
sible for Bidding Documents,
including addenda, if any, ob-
tained from sources other
than the Issuing Office of
Choice One.
For all further requirements
regarding bid submittal, qual-
ifications, procedures, and
contract award, refer to the
Instructions to Bidders that
are included in the Bidding
Documents.

Owner: City of Dunkirk
By: Jack Robbins

Title: Mayor
Date: April 23, 2025

April 30, 2025
CR 4-23,30-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
ADVERTISEMENT FOR

BIDS
City of Portland

2025-1 CCMG 
Portland Project

Sealed Bids for the 2025-1
CCMG Portland Project will
be received by the City of
Portland at the Jay County
Community Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian Street, Suite
B, Portland, Indiana 47371,
until Wednesday, May 7, 2025
at 10:10 a.m. local time. At that
time the Bids received will be
publicly opened and read.
The Project includes the fol-
lowing Work: The resurfacing
of Charles Street within the
City of Portland.
Information and Bidding Doc-
uments for the Project can be
found and downloaded at the
following website:
choiceoneengineering.com/pr
ojects-out-for-bid. All official
notifications, addenda, and
other Bidding Documents will
be offered through the desig-
nated website. Neither Owner
nor Engineer will be respon-
sible for Bidding Documents,
including addenda, if any, ob-
tained from sources other
than the Issuing Office of
Choice One.
For all further requirements
regarding bid submittal, qual-
ifications, procedures, and
contract award, refer to the
Instructions to Bidders that
are included in the Bidding
Documents.

Owner: City of Portland
By: Jeff Westlake

Title: Mayor
Date: 23, 2025
April 30, 2025    

CR 4-23,30-2025-HSPAXLP
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 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Local schedule
Thursday

Jay County — Boys golf at Northeastern – 5
p.m.; Baseball at Woodlan – 6 p.m.; JV baseball
vs. Woodlan – 6 p.m.; Junior high baseball at
Adams Central – 5 p.m.; Junior high golf at
Delta – 5 p.m.; Junior high tennis vs. Adams
Central – 5 p.m.; Junior high track vs Delta –
5:30 p.m.; Junior high softball vs. Knight-

stown – 5:30 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Baseball at Coldwater – 5

p.m.; Softball vs. Coldwater – 5 p.m.; JV base-
ball vs. Coldwater – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

1:10 p.m. — MLB: Philadelphia Phillies at
New York Mets (NBC); Cincinnati Reds at Miami

Marlins (FDSN Indiana)
3 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Arsenal

FC at Crystal Palace (USA)
3:30 p.m. — La Liga soccer: Getafe at Real

Madrid (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — NHL: Montreal Canadiens at Wash-

ington Capitals (ESPN)
9:30 p.m. — NHL: Dallas Stars at Colorado

Avalanche (ESPN)

10 p.m. — NHL: Edmonton Oilers at Los
Angeles Kings (TBS)

10 p.m. — CONCACAF Champions Cup:
tigers UANL at Cruz Azul (FS1)

Thursday
6:30 p.m. — NHL: Florida Panthers at

Tampa Bay Lightning (TBS)
7 p.m. — NHL: Toronto Maple Leafs at

Ottawa Senators (ESPN2)
8 p.m. — NFL Draft 2025 (ESPN)
9 p.m. — NHL: Vegas Golden Knights at Min-

nesota Wild (TBS)
9:30 p.m. — NHL: Winnipeg Jets at St.

Louis Blues (ESPN2)
10:30 p.m. — CONCACAF Champions Cup

soccer: Vancouver Whitecaps at Inter Miami
(FS1)

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
During Rigby’s tenure as an

assistant, IU East has made
eight NAIA tournament appear-
ances, including advancing to
the Final Four in 2016 and ’18. It
won five straight regular-season
conference titles from 2015
through ’19 and was the confer-
ence tournament champion four
times in a span of  six seasons.

Rigby has also been an assis-
tant coach for the cross country
and track teams, and he oversees
the Graf  Recreation Center.

He said the timing was right to
come home to Jay County.

“The way college athletics is
going isn’t necessarily in a
direction I’ve enjoyed,” he said.

“Just timing, family,” added
the father of  three children, ages
8, 5 and 1. “We wanted to move,
something different. We’ve been
there for a long time. Not that it
isn’t great … but maybe it’s time
for a change.”

He said he plans to run a
motion offense, similar to the
systems he grew up playing in at
JCHS and then continued with
at IU East. He said there will be
freedom to operate with an
understanding of  the capabili-
ties of  the personnel.

His focus, though, will be on
the defensive end, which has
been his bread and butter with
the Red Wolves.

“As far as Xs and Os, basket-

ball stuff, it’s not rocket sci-
ence,” he said. “I’m really
focused on defense. … It’s going
to be very defensive oriented. We
talk a lot about that, spend a lot
of  time on it.”

Rigby, a Bryant native, will
return to the court where he
played his high school career,
including a senior season in
which he was the leading scorer
on the Patriot team that
advanced to the 2006 Class 3A
state championship game. His
iconic play that year, though,
came on a pass rather than a
shot as he assisted on Corey
Comer’s semi-state game-winner
to beat Plymouth at Lafayette
Jefferson.

A week later, he was named
the Arthur L. Trester Award for
Mental Attitude winner follow-
ing Jay County’s 51-43 loss to
New Castle at what was then
Conseco Fieldhouse.

He played one season at IU
Southeast before shifting to IU
East, where he was an NAIA
honorable mention All-Ameri-
can as a junior, earned the NAIA
National Champions of  Charac-
ter Award as a senior and fin-
ished as IU East’s all-time lead-
ing scorer with 1,708 points. He
still holds the school’s record for
free throws in a game with 14.

He’s been in Richmond ever
since.

Now, he’s excited to return to

the court and community that
hold so many special basketball
memories.

“It clearly means a lot,” said
Rigby, who also advanced to the
boys tennis state finals with dou-
bles partner (and basketball
teammate) Randy Evans during
his senior season. “It’s going to
be fun to represent the commu-
nity again in a different capaci-
ty.

“Same principles. Same char-
acter. … Just a different group of
people at a different time in life.

“But I think that part’s going
to be fun, to get back into the
community and to be able to try
to bring the community together
like when I played here.”

Rigby ...

Roundup ...
Continued from page 8

“They’re very con-
sistent with what
they’re doing,” Gar-
ringer said. “They are
really strong and I
don’t have to worry too
much about my one
and two.”

In a battle between
two undefeated play-
ers, Bailey handed
Emily Cockerill her
first loss of  the season
6-1, 6-1.

Dirksen faced
Addyson Bogue and
took her down 6-0, 6-1
in under an hour to
pick up the first point
for Jay County (2-2).
After competing as a
doubles player for the
past two seasons, Dirk-

sen has transitioned
smoothly into the No. 2
singles spot while con-
structing a 3-1 record.

“It’s definitely dif-
ferent not having
Sophie (Sprunger)
there to encourage
me,” Dirksen said.
“But I think it helps
me to get more touches
on the ball too. … I
think my serves really
helped make it go
faster and succeed
(today).” 

Kaitlyn Fisher and
Chloe Muhlenkamp
suffered the only loss
of  the day for Jay
County 6-2, 7-6 (7-2).
The duo got behind 5-3
to Jorja Anderson and
Julia Hargarten in the

second set, but fought
their way back to take
a 6-5 lead. Hargarten
baited a trio of  shots
into the net before a
final point shanked off
of  Fischer’s racket to
tie the match up at 6-6.
The Golden Falcon (3-
2) pair seized control
in the tiebreaker to
claim the point.

The win against
Winchester is a good
sign for the Patriots,
who have won the pre-
vious four sectional
championships. While
Jay County has yet to
play Randolph South-
ern and Union City,
the Golden Falcons
have already beat both
teams on the season.

New ...
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JCHS softball got past 
Coldwater 7-3 on Monday,
see roundup below

Patriot baseball opens
ACAC play Thursday,

see Sports on tap

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

The Patriots have a lot of  new
pieces this year.

Despite having a pretty differ-
ent look, they are still looking
poised to have success in the sec-
tional, as proven by their beating
of  the Golden Falcons.

Jay County High School’s girls
tennis team took down the first
of  its potential sectional oppo-
nents on Monday with a 4-1 win
over the Winchester Community
Golden Falcons.

“It went pretty good,” said
JCHS coach Andrea Garringer.
“I thought Raylah (Newton) and
Faith (Faulkner) played really
well at doubles tonight. Was real-
ly proud of  our three singles that
won. So, a good win for us to get
against Winchester because
these are our sectional (oppo-
nents).”

After dropping their varsity
debuts on Thursday, a trio of
Patriots picked up their first
career wins on varsity. Tessa
Frazee notched her first career
point with a 6-4, 6-2 victory over
Karina Jarrett in the No. 3 sin-
gles, while Faith Faulkner and
Raylah Newton handled the No. 1
doubles against Brooklyn Friend
and Addison Haney for a 6-1, 5-7,
7-5 win.

The duo cruised in the first set
before going down 2-1 early in the
second and never recovering.
They also fell behind 2-1 in the
third but won the next two games
to reclaim the lead and eventual-
ly win the match.

Frazee started off  strong
against Jarrett, but she let the
Golden Falcon slowly creep back
into the first set before finishing
it off. The JCHS sophomore
dropped one of  the first two
games in the second but kept
control after to secure the point.

“I feel excited,” said Frazee. “I

feel like I deserved that win. … I
kept focusing on where the wind
was going and how hard I could
hit on either side. I would just
take a deep breath if  I was get-
ting over excited to hit the ball.”

Even though Frazee was in
control, she still had to work for
the second set. The fourth game
of  the set exemplified that as the

two traded points back and forth.
Frazee would continuously gain
an advantage, but a pair of  back-
hands that sailed long, a well
placed forehand by Jarrett and a
scoring error (Frazee ran in on a
ball and hit an underhand shot
that bounced twice, but the two
lost track of  the score before
agreeing to call it deuce) kept

bringing the score back to deuce.
After deadlocking for 13 points,
Jarrett sent a forehand wide left
and double faulted to give Frazee
the game.

Jay County’s No. 1 and 2 sin-
gles players, Brenna Bailey and
Meredith Dirksen had a
smoother time in their matches.

See New page 7

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

In the 2005-06 season,
Tyler Rigby was the lead-
ing scorer on the Patriots’
state finals team.

Twenty years later, he
will be leading them again.

Jay School Board hired
Rigby on Monday to
become the next Jay Coun-
ty High School boys basket-
ball coach.

“I’m excited,” Rigby said.
“I’m ready to get going. I
think we’re missing out
already … From a coaching
standpoint, that’s where
my mind goes to. …

“I’m ready to be back in
the community. It’s been a
little while.”

Rigby was selected out of
a group of  about two dozen
candidates. Four were
brought in for an interview
with a committee that
included school board
members, administrators
and a community member.

“We are thrilled to wel-
come coach Rigby back to
Jay County,”said JCHS ath-
letics director Alex Griffin.
“Tyler brings not only a
strong basketball pedigree
but also a genuine commit-
ment to developing stu-
dent-athletes both on and
off  the court. His vision
and outlook for our com-
munity youth basketball
program is exciting too.”

Rigby has spent his
entire professional career
as an assistant coach for
Indiana University – East
in Richmond, where he
played college basketball
for three seasons. He start-
ed as a volunteer in 2011
while finishing his degree
and then became a full-
time assistant. His duties
included scouting and
recruiting, as well as focus-
ing on the defensive end of
the floor for the Red
Wolves.

See Rigby page 7

Rigby
returns

2006 Jay
grad comes

back to coach
Patriot boys
basketball

New team, same result
Despite roster shakeup, Jay continues to beat sectional opponents

COLDWATER, Ohio —
The Patriots have steam-
rolled through the first
30% of  their season, and
the Cavaliers couldn’t get
out of  the way.

The Jay County High
School softball team
extended its winning
streak to eight games to
open the 2025 season with
a 7-3 defeat of  the Coldwa-
ter Cavaliers on Monday.

Jay County (8-0) slowly
chipped away with runs
in the first three innings
to develop a 5-0 advantage.

Brenna Ruble made her
way around the bases on a
stolen base and an error
in the first inning. In the
second, Mallory Winner
scored on a ground ball by
Chloe Brown and Ava
Bice also crossed on the
same play after an error.
The third-inning runs
scored on a ball put in
play by Jozey Shimp and
a Winner triple.

Ruble led the offense
with three hits and two
runs scored.

Carley Trinidad earned
the win, pitching all
seven innings and only
giving up one earned run
to Coldwater (2-5) on six
hits.

Diller leads
VAN WERT, Ohio —

Fort Recovery’s baseball
team picked up its fifth
consecutive win on Mon-
day by beating Lincol-
nview 11-3.

The Indians (8-2)
scored two or more runs
in five innings in the vic-
tory, while Lincolnview
(6-1) didn’t manage to
score more than one run
in any single inning.

See Roundup page 7
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Jay County High School sophomore Chloe Muhlenkamp attacks a ball at the net
during the No. 2 doubles match against Winchester on Monday. While Muhlenkamp and
Kaitlyn Fisher fell to Jorja Anderson and Julia Hargarten 6-1, 7-6 (7-2), the Patriots pulled out
a 4-1 win over their potential sectional foes.

Jay softball moves to 8-0 with win over Coldwater
Local
roundup


