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IU Health is offering free
mammogram, screenings in
May. The screenings are for
uninsured women over the age
of  40 who live in Jay County or
Blackford County. To schedule
a screening, call (765) 751-5825.

Thursday — Results from
the JCHS girls tennis match
against Union City.

Saturday — Coverage of
this week’s Portland Board of
Works meeting.

In review Coming up

Mary Smith, 78, Dunkirk
Details on page 2.

Deaths
Jay County’s high tempera-

ture was 79 degrees Monday.
The low was 46.
Rain is expected tonight

with a chance of  storms and a
low in the upper 50s. Expect
showers again Thursday with
a high in the upper 70s and
winds gusting to 30 mph.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

Weather

By BAILEY CLINE
and RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
A former Jay Emergency Med-

ical Service director has been
formally charged with multiple
counts of  drug possession.
John R. McFarland, 49, 805 W.

Race St., Portland, was charged
Monday in Jay Circuit Court
with two Level 5 felonies, three
Level 6 felonies and two misde-
meanors for charges relating to
possession of  narcotics, con-
trolled substances, marijuana
and paraphernalia, as well as
unlawful possession of  a
syringe.

Adams County prosecutor
Jeremy Brown, who was named
as the special prosecutor for the
case, filed the charges.
McFarland was originally

arrested on drug charges on
March 6. He is set to appear for

an initial hearing in court May
8.
Indiana State Police Internet

Crimes Against Children Task
Force, LaGrange Police Depart-
ment and United States Home-
land Security Investigations exe-

cuted a search warrant at McFar-
land's home in Portland after a
five-month investigation, accord-
ing to an Indiana State Police
press release.
A probable cause affidavit filed

Monday says Homeland Security

Investigation led the search of
the home and had to ram a door
to gain entry. It adds that McFar-
land locked his bedroom door,
again requiring the team to ram
it open. He was then taken into
custody.
The affidavit lists drugs and

drug paraphernalia allegedly
found in McFarland’s home,
including 44 glass vials labeled
morphine sulfate, 31 glass vials
labeled fentanyl citrate, seven
glass vials labeled midazolam,
two glass vials labeled lorazepam,
marijuana, syringes, needles and
smoking devices.

See Charged page 2

Former JEMS director charged
McFarland faces felonies for possession
of narcotics and controlled substances

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
Jay Emergency Medical

Service didn’t need to look
too far for its next director.
Jay County Commis-

sioners selected Jessica
Curtis as the department’s
new shift supervisor, also
referred to as a director,
and training officer on
Monday.
Curtis previously served

as director of  Jay County
Emergency Management
Agency before stepping
down in January 2021 to
take a full-time EMS role.
Over the last four years,

she has served as a para-
medic at Jay Emergency
Medical Service, a deputy
coroner for Jay County
Coroner’s Office and a fire-
fighter with Portland Fire
Department.
She has paramedic and

primary instructor certifi-
cations through Depart-
ment of  Homeland Securi-
ty, both of  which were
requirements for the job.
She has a bachelor’s
degree in criminal justice
and emergency manage-
ment from Ball State Uni-
versity as well as an associ-
ate’s degree in paramedic
science from Ivy Tech
Community College.
Jay Emergency Medical

Service Gary Barnett rec-
ommended promoting
Curtis to the vacant posi-
tion.
“She’s very qualified for

this position,” said Bar-
nett. “When we found our-
selves (at the) drop of  a hat
without an educator, she
stepped up without expec-
tation …”
A Portland Fire Depart-

ment firefighter, commis-
sioner president Chad
Aker noted he has worked
with Curtis. He also recom-
mended Curtis take over
the supervisor role.
“I can’t speak highly

enough of  her, she’s got the
drive, she’s got the knowl-
edge on this stuff, she’s got
the ability to do this job,”
said Aker. “I can’t recom-
mend her enough.”
Curtis will take over the

role previously held by
John McFarland, who com-
missioners fired March 10
after he was arrested on
drug charges.

See Selects page 2

Head Start 
closed in Dunkirk

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
DUNKIRK — The city’s Head

Start location has been closed.
Pam Robbins of  West Jay

Community Center reported to
Dunkirk City Council that the
Head Start classroom that was
located in the facility has been
shut down.
Most other topics on the

council’s agenda for Monday
were tabled to allow for further
discussion.
Robbins explained that Head

Start, a federal program that
seeks to “prepare America’s
most vulnerable young chil-
dren to succeed in school and
in life beyond school,” has
been consolidated locally in
Portland. She said that of  the
12 children who were housed at
the Dunkirk facility, only two
made the move to the Portland
site. (The program serves
about 800,000 families nation-
wide.)

She said finances were sited
as the reason for the change.
Robbins said she attempted to

reach out to the Head Start
regional office in Chicago. That
office was one of  five (out of  12)
that the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services
closed earlier this month, along
with those in New York, Boston,
San Francisco and Seattle.
The Associated Press report-

ed April 16 that Head Start cen-
ters across the county had
received nearly $1 billion less in
federal funding than they had
at the same time last year. Edu-
cationWeek reported April 18
that the Trump Administration
is asking Congress to eliminate
funding for Head Start. 
On Monday, the American

Civil Liberties Union sued the
Trump administration on
behalf  of  six early childhood
organizations in an effort to
“halt the dismantling of  Head
Start and restore cuts to the

program,” the Los Angeles
Times reported. Organizations
in California, Oregon, Wash-
ington, Illinois, Pennsylvania
and Wisconsin are part of  the
suit.
Dunkirk Mayor Jack Rob-

bins, Pam’s husband, said he
has reached out to Jay County
Commissioners about the issue.
Also, Elizabeth Holdcroft was

approved as a new board mem-
ber for West Jay Community
Center.
Pam Robbins also noted that

the facility will host its annual
summer camp for kindergarten
through sixth graders from
June 2 through July 23.
The community center will

also be a free breakfast and
lunch site for those 18 and
younger from June 2 through
July 25.
City council members held

off  on making decisions on a
variety of  other issues, includ-
ing potentially reducing the

storm water fee, increasing
water and sewer rates, adding a
water meter fee and updating
the golf  cart and solicitation
ordinances.
Council member Dan Watson

explained that he’d like to know
what utility work might be
needed for a planned apartment
development on the city’s south
side before reducing the
stormwater fee. Currently at
$100 per year, the mayor had
suggested it be cut in half.
The sewage and water rates

and meter fees were also tabled
to allow council members Jesse
Bivens, Christy Curts, Randy
Murphy, Donna Revolt and
Bivens to gather more informa-
tion.
Robbins said he is seeking

more input from Dunkirk
Police Chief  Dane Mumbower
regarding the golf  cart and
solicitation ordinances before
moving forward.

See Dunkirk page 5

Closure follows pattern of changes across the nation;
ACLU has filed lawsuit on behalf of six organizations

Former EMA
leader will
be shift

supervisor

County
selects
Jessica
Curtis

Tribune News Service/Los Angeles Times/Allen J. Schaben

Teacher Viviana Banuelos, center, plays with a child in the Early Head Start program at Pacific Clinics Early Head
Start Center in Pasadena on April 18. Pacific Clinics in LA County has seven centers serving about 500 kids. Head Start
serves 800,000 low income children across the country, including 75,000 in California. The Head Start classroom that was
housed in West Jay Community Center has been shut down, with students there offered the opportunity to shift to the
Portland location. Other Head Start sites, as well as five regional offices, have been shut down across the country, leading
the American Civicl Liberties Union to file a lawsuit Monday.
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Our summer festivals special  section will be distributed in

The Commercial Review (Port land),  The News-Gazette (Winchester),
and The News Times (Hartford City) .
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Mary Smith
Nov. 5, 1946-April 27, 2025

Mary Catherine Smith, age 78,
of  Dunkirk, Indiana, passed
away peacefully on Sunday, April
27, 2025, at IU Health Ball Memo-
rial Hospital in Muncie sur-
rounded by her loving family. 
Born on Nov. 5, 1946, in Hart-

ford City, Mary grew up in
Dunkirk, where she attended
school. After a few years in Hart-
ford City, she returned to her
beloved hometown, where she
built a life rooted in faith, family
and community. She worked at
Kerr Glass and Armstrongs for
several years in the packing
department, later becoming a

devoted child care
provider while
lovingly raising
her two sons. 
Mary’s faith

was central to her
life. She was an
active member of
Faith Community
Church in
Dunkirk and found great joy in
fellowship, traveling, bowling
and playing cards — notably
excelling in euchre and aggrava-
tion. Her adventurous spirit took
her to destinations including
Japan, Belize, Niagara Falls,
Canada, and many tropical
cruises. Yet, her greatest happi-
ness came from time spent with

her sons and grandsons, attend-
ing their sporting events, cele-
brating their achievements and
being a constant source of
prayer, support and encourage-
ment. Her unwavering pride and
love for her family were evident
in all she did. 
She is survived by her beloved

husband of  55 years, Bob Smith;
her cherished sons, Robert (Rob-
bie) Smith, Dunkirk, and Doug
Smith (Sara) of  Carroll, Iowa;
and her treasured grandsons,
Graeson Smith, Isaac Smith,
Tyler Smith, Derek Smith and
Carter Smith. Also surviving are
her brothers Bob Brenner of
Portland and Russell Brenner of
Kentucky; her sisters Nancy

Hobson of  Muncie and Betty Sar-
gent (Jerry) of  Millgrove; and
several nieces and nephews. 
Mary was preceded in death by

her parents, Clarence and
Catherine (Elliott) Brenner; her
brothers Joseph Brenner, John
Brenner, Thomas Brenner, Fred
Brenner, Jack Brenner and Sam
Brenner; and her sisters Vera
Wallace, Barbara Faulkner,
Agnes Day and Anna Carll. 
Funeral services will be held

at 3 p.m. on Tuesday, May 6, 2025,
at Meacham Funeral Service,
with burial to follow at I.O.O.F.
Cemetery in Pennville. Visiting
hours are Tuesday, May 6, from 1
to 3 p.m. at the funeral home. 
Memorial contributions may

be made to the American Cancer
Society in Mary's honor. 
The service will be streamed at

MeachamFuneralService.com,
where condolences and expres-
sions of  sympathy can also be
shared. 

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those
with a connection to our cover-
age area free of  charge. 
They include the name, city

of  residence, birth/death date
and time/date/location of  serv-
ices.
There is a charge for obituar-

ies, which are accepted only
from funeral homes or mortu-
ary services.

Obituaries

Today
Post, Rose Ann: 10:30 a.m.,

St. Anthony Catholic Church,

471 St. Anthony Road, Fort

Recovery.

Conley, Caleb: 1 p.m., Ran-

dolph Friends Church, 6531 N.

300 West, Ridgeville.

Saturday
Faller, Peg:  Noon, Brock-

man Boeckman Funeral Home,

308 S. Wayne St., Fort Recovery.

Tuesday
Smith, Mary: 3 p.m.,

Meacham Funeral Service, 648

W. State St., Albany.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Smith

Continued from page 1
During an interview

with Indiana State Police
detectives Lesley Knafel
and Michael Tinch,
McFarland admitted to
trying methampheta-
mine, though he said he
did not like it, the docu-
ment says. It adds that
McFarland admitted to
taking morphine, fen-
tanyl, syringes and nee-
dles home from Jay
Emergency Medical Serv-
ice.
The investigation origi-

nated from a National
Center for Missing and
Exploited Children cyber-
tip report. Blackford
County Sheriff's Office
initially investigated the
case before it was trans-
ferred to Indiana State
Police. The alleged crimi-

nal activity was centered
in Jay County.
McFarland previously

served as a shift supervi-
sor (director) and training
officer for Jay Emergency
Medical Service, as well
as a part-time volunteer
teacher providing EMS
certification classes to
students at Jay County
Junior-Senior High
School and a member of
Portland Park Board.
He was fired from his

role with Jay Emergency
Medical Service on March
10. (Jay County Commis-
sioners hired a new shift
supervisor and training
officer Monday. See relat-
ed story.)
Following his initial

arrest, school officials
served him a trespass
warning and he was for-
bidden to enter school dis-
trict properties or facili-
ties.
He is serving a volun-

tary suspension from the
park board.
McFarland worked for

Jay Emergency Medical
Service since at least 2012,
having served as a para-
medic until 2017, when he
transitioned to a shift
supervisor role, according
to information from the
Indiana Gateway website.
McFarland was booked

into Jay County Jail on
March 6 and preliminari-
ly charged with similar
charges, along with two
counts of  theft. He was
later released on a $15,000
bond.
In Indiana, Level 5

felonies carry a sentence
of  one to six years in
prison. Level 6 felonies
carry a sentence of  six
months to 2.5 years in
prison.

Continued from page 1 
He was formally charged Mon-

day. (See related story.)
Also Monday, commissioners

agreed to give $15,000 to Jay County
Fair Association for water line
repairs and electrical upgrades at
the fairgrounds. The decision
moves to Jay County Council,
which meets next May 14.
Jay County Fair Association

requested $26,050 this year in eco-
nomic development income tax dol-
lars for infrastructure projects.
Amid discussion on how to allocate
EDIT dollars in February, commis-
sioners recommended the fair
board first look into grant opportu-
nities through Indiana Office of
Community and Rural Affairs.
Trent Paxson of  Jay County Fair

Board noted that fair board presi-
dent Aaron Loy has looked into a
grant, but its application isn’t due
until October.
“Some of  these projects we had

in mind … we’d like to do a little bit
earlier, if  possible,” he said.
Paxson shared quotes for replac-

ing water lines around the former
restroom building north of  the
East Arena as well as upgrading
nine power boxes in the camp-
ground area, shifting from two- to
three-prong sockets for campers.
(He noted the fair board upgraded
other power boxes last year.) Low-
est bids for each project came in at
$6,671 from D & D Plumbing of
Portland and $6,976 from Copper-

Smith Electric of  Portland, respec-
tively.)
He talked about applying for Indi-

ana Office of  Community and
Rural Affairs dollars to pay for a
larger-scale project that would
involve replacing most of  the old
water lines at the fairgrounds, as
well as a 4-H Club project.
Commissioner Duane Monroe

suggested allocating $15,000 to the
fair board for the water line and
electrical work, and commission-
ers agreed to contribute the funds.
In other business, commission-

ers:
•OK’d making a request for pro-

posals involved in designing, build-
ing and installing a new public
safety radio system and related
equipment. Barry Ritter of  Ritter
Strategic Services noted plans to
host a pre-bid meeting with con-
tractors May 9, with commission-
ers to open bids at their meeting
June 9.
•Approved the following: paying

an additional $55,000 in grant dol-
lars to engineering firm EGIS for
work related to repairing the
remaining 30 homes involved in the
owner-occupied rehabilitation pro-
gram, with a representative noting
the company has logged 128 hours
into the project so far; an annual
$50,000 lease agreement with Jay
County Landfill; a supplemental
scope of  work agreement with
Brumbaugh Construction of
Arcanum, Ohio, for reconstructing

the 7th Street bridge in Portland,
with Aker noting Portland will be
contributing 25% of  the cost for
sidewalk construction added to the
project; paying $11,718.19 to Dell
Technologies for a new Jay County
Courthouse computer server,
which should go live June 23; pay-
ing $118.23 to bond Jay County
Country Living advisory board
president Cindy Bracy up to $30,000
and allowing Bracy to access the
facility’s bank accounts as needed.
•Heard updates from Jay County

Country Living director Stacey
Johnson, who noted restroom reno-
vations at the facility begin in the
next two weeks. She also expressed
interest in hosting a roundtable
discussion with providers for part-
nerships moving forward.
•Met Ceann Bales, new executive

director of  Jay County Develop-
ment Corporation. Bales, who has
been serving in the role for about
three weeks, said she is working on
updating the county’s strategic
plan.
•Heard Jay Emergency Medical

Service’s financial breakdown for
March from Barnett. The depart-
ment had $146,537.58 in expenses
and $94,569.51 in income. Barnett
also shared a closing balance sum-
mary for March with commission-
ers, noting $235,184.21 in the
process of  being billed for the coun-
ty.
•Paid just over $1.99 million in

claims.

Charged ...

Selects ...

Court documents say morphine,
fentanyl and lorazepam were
among drugs found in house

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.90
May corn..................4.95
June corn ................5.97

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.99
May corn..................4.99
June corn ................5.04

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.92
May corn..................4.92
Beans ......................10.72

May beans ..............10.72
Wheat ...................... 4.94

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.86
May corn..................4.86
Beans ......................10.68
May beans ..............10.68
Wheat ......................4.79

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.92
June corn ................4.94
Beans ......................10.42
June beans ............10.47
Wheat .....................4.75

Lotteries

CR almanac

78/55 64/43 59/41 68/47 74/47
Showers

are expected
with a thun-
derstorm pos-
sible. The
high will be in
the upper
70s.

The high
temperature
will climb into
the 70s
under sunny
skies.

Expect
sunny skies
with a high in
the upper
60s.

Expect
mostly cloudy
skies with a
40% chance of
rain and a high
in the mid 60s.
The low will be
43.

Skies will
be sunny with
a high in the
upper 50s and
a slight chance
of rain.

Thursday
5/1

Friday
5/2

Saturday
5/3

Sunday
5/4

Monday
5/5

Powerball
Monday
26-43-51-56-60
Power Ball: 24
Power Play: 4
Estimated jackpot: $30

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $70

million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-3-6
Daily Four: 5-7-7-1
Quick Draw: 3-4-10-14-

15-26-27-29-34-36-41-43-45-
47-48-51-59-62-65-76
Evening
Daily Three: 8-4-2

Daily Four: 4-0-2-9
Quick Draw: 2-9-10-17-

21-22-25-28-33-35-39-40-41-
42-51-52-55-63-65-76
Cash 5: 216-17-18-23-36
Estimated jackpot:

$105,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 3-6-6
Pick 4: 2-0-3-3
Pick 5: 3-4-8-0-4
Evening
Pick 3: 1-2-6
Pick 4: 3-5-4-9
Pick 5: 1-7-7-9-3
Rolling Cash: 1-3-15-30-

37
Estimated jackpot:

$190,000

In 1789, George Wash-
ington gave his first inau-
gural address to Con-
gress in Federal Hall,
New York City. Newly
elected as president,
Washington had not
sought the office and
agreed to the request
from his constituents.
In 1859, “A Tale of

Two Cities” by Charles
Dickens is published for
the first time, appearing
in literary periodica “All
the Year Round.”
In 1939, the National

Broadcasting Company
hosted the first public tel-
evision broadcast in the

United States at New
York World’s Fair.
In 1993, tennis star

Monica Seles was
stabbed by a German fan
of  her opponent’s while
in a match in Hamburg.
Seles was the youngest
woman to win the French
Open in 1990. The
assailant, 38-year-old
Gunter Parche, leaned
over the barricades and
stuck a knife in between
Seles’ shoulder blades.
She recovered phyically
but wouldn’t return to
professional play for
another two years.

— The CR

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works,
mayor’s office, city
hall, 321 N. Meridian
St.
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Plan Commission,
Community Resource
Center, 118 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Tuesday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.
7 p.m. — Pennville

Town Council, town
hall, 105 N. Washington
St.
7 p.m. — Salamonia

Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.
PORTLAND ROTARY

CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.
COMMUNITY REIN-

FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-

based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.
AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and
living a balanced life
meets at 11 a.m. each
Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Cen-
ter, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792. 
PORTLAND LIONS

CLUB — Will meet the first
Thursday of  the month at
Portland Lions Civic Cen-
ter, 307 W. 100 North. The
meal will be served at 6:30
p.m. and the meeting will
begin at 7 p.m.
FORGET-ME-NOT — A

support group for par-
ents, friends and relatives
who have lost a baby
through miscarriage,
birth or illness will meet
from 7 to 9 p.m. at St. Vin-
cent Randolph Hospital,
Winchester, in communi-

ty room 1. For more infor-
mation, call Kimberly
Sibery at (765) 964-6075 or
Nikki Bosworth at (765)
584-6452.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information,
call (260) 251-3259.
CINCINNATUS

LEAGUE — Will host its
next meeting at noon Fri-
day, May 2, at Harmony
Cafe in Portland.
SOFT SHOULDERS —

A support group for any-
one suffering from mem-
ory loss, will meet at
10:30 a.m. the first Friday
of  each month in the
Fireplace Room at Edel-
weiss Place at Swiss Vil-
lage in Berne. For more
information, call (260)
589-3173.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

It doesn’t take an A Choired
Taste to enjoy their performanc-
es.
A Choired Taste, a Jay County

community choir, takes the
stage at 7 p.m. Tuesday at First
Presbyterian Church, 402 North
Ship St., Portland. Eric Rogers
will direct the 23-person choir,
with Linda Braun accompany-
ing. Program songs include
American, Irish, and Scottish
folk songs, gospel, as well as
contemporary secular and
sacred music. 
The choir will be joined in

concert by local instrumental-
ists, Pete Vogler, Reid Knuth and
Zec Landers.
Admission is free.

Spring recitals
Celebrate musicians and their

hard work this week.
Arts Place’s MusicWorks

spring recitals are slated for 6
p.m. Thursday and Friday at the
Jay County campus, 131 E. Wal-
nut St., Portland. Admission is
free.
MusicWorks is a comprehen-

sive program of  music instruc-
tion for all ages currently
offered at the Jay County Cam-
pus of  Arts Place. Students
learn reading music, proper
playing techniques, and the fun-
damentals of  music theory.

Band concert
It’s almost time for the band to

spring into action.
Jay County High School Band

Department will perform its
spring concert at 2 p.m. Sunday
in the high school auditorium.
The concert will feature per-
formances from the jazz band,
color guard and concert band.
Patrons may enter through door
eight.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

L.Cochran@thecr.com
 (260) 726-8141
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To wed May 31

Kyra Braun
and Eric Gaby

Eric Gaby and Kyra Braun are planning a
May 31 wedding.
Kyra Braun is the daughter of  Christopher

and Linda Braun of  rural Portland. Eric
Gaby is the son of  Mark Gaby, Syracuse, and
Sonny Gaby, Goshen.
A Trine University graduate with a master

of  business administration, Kyra Braun
works as a real estate coordinator at
Parkview Health in Fort Wayne.
Mark Gaby, an associate security engineer

at DuCharme, McMillen & Associates in Fort
Wayne, graduated with a bachelor’s degree in
computer science and information technolo-
gy as well as a master of  business adminis-
tration from Trine University.Eric Gaby and Kyra Braun

Community Calendar

A Choired
Taste set
to perform
Tuesday

DEAR ABBY: I have been in a
text relationship for nearly a
year. I call it a text relationship
because we communicate solely
through texting. Because I’m
not a video chat person, it does-
n’t bother me that we don’t
Zoom. Additionally, the few
times he has tried to contact me
via video, we just don’t seem to
connect. 
Even though our communica-

tion is strictly via text, we have
formed this bond where we are
very in tune with one another.
He knows when I’m happy or
sad and need cheering up, and
vice versa. All the things you
could want in a relationship, we
seem to have. 
However, he travels a lot

because of  his job, so I don’t see
him in person. Again, that’s not
a problem for me. My problem
is, even though he has much
more money than I’ll ever have,
he often asks me to send him
money mostly to play games
while he is away. I start out by

saying I can’t help, but then I
give in. By the way, I never ask
him for anything. I’m not a
“gimme” woman. I will find a
way to get it myself.
It’s beginning (I guess it

always has) to bother me that he
asks me for money (he doesn’t
ask for anything else). I don’t
know how to tell him I wish he
wouldn’t do that and to ask one
of  his rich friends instead. How
can I rectify this dilemma I’ve
created for myself ? — UNEASY
IN MARYLAND
DEAR UNEASY: If  you are

asking sincerely how to recti-
fy this unfortunate situation,
STOP TEXTING HIM AND

DO NOT SEND HIM ANOTH-
ER PENNY! If  you follow this
advice, I promise this gamer
will disappear like a wisp of
smoke once he realizes the
money tree has wilted.
You’ve been had, my dear. I
hope it wasn’t for more than
you could afford.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My niece

“Alyssa,” an only child, is on
the kidney transplant list.
When I had my DNA tested, I
learned that my brother had
fathered another child. The
information and facts this
woman (“Bree”) has provided
ring true and are very believ-
able. I have no doubt Bree is
his daughter. 
Unfortunately, my irresponsi-

ble brother turned his back on
this daughter. Bree does not
want to pursue a relationship
with him or with me. She did
have some questions related to
health issues because she has
children of  her own. My broth-

er and I haven’t spoken for 10
years, mainly because of  how
poorly he treated our late par-
ents. Should I continue to honor
Bree’s request, or tell her about
her half-sister who needs the
transplant? — INVOLVED
AUNT IN FLORIDA
DEAR AUNT: If  you think

it might help Alyssa, inform
Bree about Alyssa’s need for
a kidney transplant. There
is, however, no guarantee
that Bree’s kidney would be a
match. Do not be surprised if
Bree responds negatively (or
not at all), considering her
lack of  a relationship with
her father or the rest of  your
family. I wish you luck on
your search.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Relationship revolves around $$$
Dear
Abby
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Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from April 29,
2020. In some ways, it’s difficult to
believe it’s been five years since the
height of  the coronavirus pan-
demic shutdowns. In others, it
seems ages ago. Jack offers advice
about how to deal with the pan-
demic in this column. It’s advice
that can extend beyond those chal-
lenges.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review
Remember back when we were

able to make plans?
Back about the first of  March,

for instance, when it still seemed
possible to talk about a spring
break trip to Florida or a retire-
ment celebration trip to Italy or
even just a jaunt over to the
Chocolate Moose for a patty melt.
Back when it was still possible

to plan for a high school gradua-
tion party.

Back when that visit to your
great aunt's house was still on
the calendar.
Planning — at least immedi-

ate planning — has been one of
the casualties of  COVID-19. And
it's going to take awhile to
resuscitate it.
A few weeks on my desk cal-

endar tell the story.
One week, back about mid-

March, the calendar was full of
meetings and events: A school
board meeting, the Ag Day
breakfast, a St. Patrick's Day

performance at Miller's Merry
Manor with George Lopez and
Arnold Clevenger, an Arts Place
board meeting and more.
Now, the same week is a

series of  black scratches. I
marked out event after event as
they were canceled or post-
poned.
And the weeks that followed

in the calendar? They are sim-
ply blank.
Nothing scheduled. Almost

nothing on the agenda. And
nothing planned.
That Rotary program I was

supposed to provide April 29
has evaporated.
A Portland High School Class

of  1966 gathering at a Fort
Wayne TinCaps baseball game
on a Sunday in early May has
disappeared into the mist.
A son-in-law's commence-

ment exercise at Indiana Uni-

versity for his master's degree
has gone missing.
What all of  those events had in

common, of  course, is that they
were gatherings, events where
people could get together and
unknowingly transmit the coron-
avirus to one another, everyday
events that could have deadly
consequences for our friends and
relatives.
But they were something more.
They were something to antici-

pate. And a sense of  anticipation
- dreaming about a future event -
is something that sustains the
human spirit. It can keep us
going even when times are bleak.
A birthday party, a reunion, a

festival, a date, all of  them were
something to look forward to.
Maybe that's the key phrase in
these difficult times: "Something
to look forward to."
That's what the moment calls

for, and maybe it's the best way to
deal with COVID-19 head-on.
Look forward to something.
Plan.
Put something on the calendar

with red letters or a star beside it.
Start scheduling those family

reunions in July that should have
happened in June. Sketch out a
trip to the grandchildren for
Thanksgiving. Buy those concert
tickets for the Jay County Fair.
Start planning some play dates
for the kids at the swimming
pool.
Re-book that trip to Italy for

your wife's retirement celebra-
tion.
Thumb your nose at the virus.

Be safe, but don't let it rule your
future.
Let anticipation of  a better day

help you get through the day
ahead.
Plan for it.

Look forward to the good to come
Back
in the
Saddle

By YEHIEL POUPKO
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service
On Sept. 11, 2014, at the annual

meeting of  the Jewish Federation of
Chicago, Cardinal Francis George
told the audience: “Before I went to
the Conclave of  the College of  Cardi-
nals this past February to elect a suc-
cessor to Pope Benedict XVI, I asked
Rabbi Poupko, ‘What would the Jew-
ish community like to see in the next
pope?’ He answered: ‘We need a pope
who knows us.’”
This is who was elected pope. As

archbishop of  Buenos Aires, then-
Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio
attended Rosh Hashanah services at
the Benei Tikva synagogue in Sep-
tember 2007. Bergoglio told the con-
gregation that he was there “like a
pilgrim, together with you, my elder
brothers.”
In 2010, Rabbi Abraham Skorka

and Bergoglio began memorializing
their two decades of  conversation in a
book. Friends since 1990, the two had
much to share. In the introduction to
the book they co-wrote, “On Heaven
and Earth,” Francis described their
friendship: “With Rabbi Skorka I
never had to compromise my
Catholic identity, just like he never
had to with his Jewish identity.”
The Jewish people have good mem-

ories of  Francis. One of  the gestures
of  Francis’ friendship with the Jew-
ish people came early in his papacy. In
2013, in a letter to journalist Eugenio
Scalfari in the Italian newspaper La
Repubblica, Francis responded to the
question: “What should we say to our
Jewish brothers about the promise
made to them by God: Has it all come
to nothing?”
“This question, believe me, is a rad-

ical one for us Christians because
with the help of  God, especially in the
light of  the Second Vatican Council,
we have rediscovered that the Jewish
people remain for us the holy root
from which Jesus was born. I too
have cultivated many friendships
through the years with my Jewish
brothers in Argentina and often
while in prayer, as my mind turned to

the terrible experience of  the Shoah,
I looked to God,” he wrote.
“God has never neglected his faith-

fulness to the covenant with Israel,
and that, through the awful trials of
these last centuries, the Jews have
preserved their faith in God. And for
this, we, the Church and the whole
human family, can never be suffi-
ciently grateful to them.”
As the Germans murdered 6 mil-

lion Jews, most of  Christendom col-
laborated actively or passively with
Nazism. In that time, the Jewish peo-
ple gave witness to the one God. We
alone were the sole sacred witness to
the one God. Francis deepened that
because he did not limit admiration
and respect for Jewish witness to the
period of  the Shoah.
He refers to “the terrible trials of

these centuries” in which “the Jews
have kept their faith in God.” He
refers to the torment inflicted upon
us by the Catholic Church and the
Reformation churches throughout
the ages. He affirms that the church
and all of  humanity will “never be
sufficiently grateful to them.” The
pope affirms that Israel provided
unique witness to the one God; that
this unique witness came despite all
the torment; and that Israel’s faithful-
ness to the one God is a gift both to the
church and to humanity. This is a
remarkable affirmation of  Judaism
and the Jewish people.
People do not often pay enough

attention to performance theology.
Instead of  issuing formal statements
and teachings in well-reasoned theo-
logical papers, occasionally a pope
will act out, will express in behavior,
a religious idea.
In an act of  performance theology

while in Israel in 2014, Francis visited

the grave of  Theodor Herzl, the
founder of  Zionism, the Jewish
national liberation movement.
The honor paid to Herzl at his last

resting place is compelling. One hun-
dred and 10 years earlier, on Jan. 26,
1904, Herzl had an audience with
Pope Pius X. Herzl sought the pope’s
support for Zionism. The pope
replied, “We cannot give approval to
this movement. We cannot prevent
the Jews from going to Jerusalem —
but we could never sanction it. The
soil of  Jerusalem … has been sancti-
fied by the life of  Jesus Christ. As the
Head of  the Church, I cannot tell you
anything different. The Jews have not
recognized our Lord, therefore we
cannot recognize the Jewish people.”
Pius X established what was the

popular and official Christian atti-
tude to Zionism and the establish-
ment of  the state of  Israel. Christian
theology has had a difficult time
accounting for the Jewish return to
the ancient homeland.
Francis’ act of  honor and respect to

Herzl and to Zionism demonstrated
that the Roman Catholic Church no
longer holds any theological objec-
tion to the Jewish return to sover-
eignty in the ancient homeland.
In every relationship, there are dis-

appointments. It is because of  Fran-
cis’ friendship extended to the Jewish
people that several of  his statements
on Israel’s war to prevent Hamas
from annihilating Israel were
received with pain.
The Jewish people will remember

that as the sun set on Passover, Fran-
cis departed this life. He left behind
the great Passover legacy, to ever seek
freedom from slavery; to ever fulfill
the mitzvah (commandment) to take
care of  the poor and the stranger.
In these days following his passing,

we know that his abiding friendship
for us will never be forgotten.
Judaism holds that good deeds will
ever endure. This is his gift and lega-
cy.

••••••••••
Poupko is a Rabbinic scholar at the

Jewish United Fund/Jewish Federa-
tion of  Chicago.

Friendship won’t be forgotten

New York Daily News
Tribune News Service
Less than 2½ years

after George Santos rock-
eted from obscurity to
being presented as the
face of  a young new GOP,
the now-former Long
Island con(gress)man has
been sentenced to 87
months in federal
prison for wide fraud and
aggravated identity theft.
It’s a pitiful end to a
bizarre situation.
Everyone would’ve been

better off  if  the Democ-
rats and the press had
exposed his total lies and
had he lost that 2022 elec-
tion. He never would’ve
disgraced the Congress.
He never would’ve been
expelled, which violated
all precedent and due
process in the House, and
he never would’ve been
prosecuted and impris-
oned.
The con man’s journey

to convict began barely a
month after his 2022 elec-
tion, when the press belat-
edly revealed that he had
lied about huge portions
of  his own biography,
from his schooling, his
employment and even his
religion (his excuse on
that one was that he
claimed he was “Jew-
ish”), which led to a cas-
cade of  questions around
his identity and financial
dealings.
For a period of  months,

it seemed like every week
brought new revelations,
that Santos had lied about
his mom being at the
World Trade Center dur-
ing 9/11, that he’d been a
volleyball star, and so on.
This pathetic saga

exposed a couple of  things
about today’s press and
politics; it showed that a
person with no qualms
about outright lying and
fabrication could simply
bluster his way to the
United States Congress,
and perhaps neither the
political opposition nor a
reduced local media appa-
ratus would notice until it
was too late.
The Nassau County

GOP machine failed to
screen Santos. The
Democrats failed to check
on Santos. And the press,
the Daily News included,
failed to expose Santos in
time. We all missed it and
we all paid the price of
having this schnook in
Congress.
Santos was expelled

from Congress in an over-
whelmingly bipartisan
fashion and cast off  to
find for himself  as prose-
cutors closed in. Santos
made the grave error of

not just lying about his
background to voters —
which while unethical
and unsavory is not a
crime — but embezzling
donor funds for personal
expenses and lying to Con-
gress, among other things,
which are chargeable
offenses that have now
resulted in his conviction.
Having pled guilty, San-

tos has no ability to
appeal. He’d apparently
been banking on some
leniency from his tearful
remorse act before the
judge, but this strategy
unsurprisingly did not
pan out for the avowed
liar who outside the court-
room kept up his boister-
ous public persona. It
seems likely now that San-
tos may go the Bob
Menendez route, publicly
auditioning for a pardon
from a president that has
shown himself  very will-
ing to dole them out to
political supporters who
campaign ardently
enough for his favor.
Needless to say, there

should be no pardon. San-
tos is not just a con artist,
but a con artist who
betrayed the trust of  his
constituents and left them
without effective repre-
sentation for his entire
time in office, and then
the months after his
expulsion. Everyone
would have been better
off  had Santos never
wormed his way into Con-
gress, and letting him get
off  without consequences
would just encourage
more such brazen abuses
of  public trust.

Santos gets a well-
deserved sentence

Guest
Editorial

Yehiel 
Poupko

... it showed
that a person

with no qualms
about outright

lying and
fabrication
could simply
bluster his
way to the

United States
Congress ...
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By These Outstanding Health Professionals.

Continued from page 1
Also tabled was an

invoice from law firm
Barnes and Thornburg.
In other business,

council:
•Heard from Revolt that

work is underway to pre-
pare Dunkirk City Pool
for the summer and that
applications to work at
the facility will be accept-
ed until Thursday, May 1.
•Agreed to leave city

council districts as they

are currently drawn.
(Formal approval of  the
decision will still be
needed.)
•Learned from Bivens

that new fire hydrants
have been ordered and
are expected to be deliv-
ered in late June.
•Approved a $12,403.51

invoice from Culy Con-
tracting of  Winchester
for work on a sewer line
and payment of
$224,867.36 in claims.

Dunkirk ...

By ROBERT MESSER
and CHRISTOPH SATOR
dpa
Tribune News Service
ROME — The papal con-

clave to elect a new leader
of  the world’s 1.4 billion
Catholics will begin on May
7, Vatican spokesman Mat-
teo Bruni said on Monday.
The cardinals set to par-

ticipate in the conclave
agreed the date after con-
sultations in the Vatican,
exactly one week after Pope
Francis died at 88 on Easter
Monday.
The Argentine pontiff

was buried at the church of
Santa Maria Maggiore in
Rome on Saturday after a
funeral ceremony in the
Vatican attended by global
leaders and hundreds of
thousands of  onlookers.
The Catholic Church

stands at a crossroads, with
some members hoping for
the next pontiff  to continue
Francis’ reformist course,
while others seek a return
to its conservative tradi-
tions.
In order to pick Francis’

successor, the church’s top
dignitaries will retire to the
Sistine Chapel in strict
seclusion from May 7, with
all contact to the outside
world forbidden.

In total, 135 cardinals
under the age of  80 from
across the world are eligi-
ble to vote, although one is
unable to travel due to
health reasons.
Some 108 of  them were

appointed by Francis after
he succeeded pope Bene-
dict XVI in 2013.
A two-thirds majority of

the 134 cardinals expected
to be involved in the con-
clave is needed to choose
Francis’ successor in a
process that could take
days, if  not weeks.
The longest ever con-

clave began in late 1268
and lasted two years
before Gregory X was
elected.
Recent elections have

been speedier, however,
with Francis selected after
just over 26 hours and
Benedikt having been cho-
sen after only four rounds.
Once the necessary

majority is achieved, the
would-be pope is asked if
he accepts the post.
If  he says yes, he

assumes office from that
moment and is asked to
state the name he has cho-
sen to use as pope — gener-
ally that of  a former pon-
tiff or of  a beloved saint.

Conclave set
to begin May 7

By JENNY JARVIE
and ANDREA CASTILLO
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service
The Trump administra-

tion escalated its show-
down with Democratic-led
states and cities over
immigration enforcement
on Monday, with the presi-
dent signing executive
orders that his press secre-
tary said will “unleash
America’s law enforce-
ment to pursue criminals”
and direct federal agencies
to publish a list of  “sanctu-
ary cities” that do not
cooperate with immigra-
tion agents.
White House Press Sec-

retary Karoline Leavitt
described the sanctuary
city executive order in a
morning news briefing as
“focused on protecting
American communities
from criminal aliens.”
“This president is trying

to simply enforce our
nation’s immigration laws
and is facing roadblock
after roadblock,” Leavitt
said. “… We’re going to
continue to forge ahead
with this mass deportation
campaign.”
Local and state officials

who obstruct the enforce-
ment of  federal immigra-
tion laws, according to the
“Protecting American
Communities from Crimi-
nal Aliens” order, engage
in “a lawless insurrection
against the supremacy of
Federal law and the Feder-
al Government’s obliga-
tion to defend the territori-
al sovereignty of  the Unit-
ed States.”
Cities and states that

find themselves on the
Trump administration’s
list of  sanctuary jurisdic-
tions could face a with-
drawal of  federal funding,
as well as criminal and
civil rights lawsuits, if
they continue to resist
Trump’s immigration
agenda. They could even
find themselves charged
with violating the Racket-
eer Influenced and Cor-
rupt Organizations Act.
The order instructs Atty.

Gen. Pam Bondi, in consul-
tation with the secretary
of  Homeland Security, to

“take appropriate action
against” cities and states
“favoring aliens over any
groups of  American citi-
zens that are unlawful, pre-
empted by Federal law.” It
could also target 24 states,
including California, and
D.C. that provide some
immigrants lower in-state
tuition rates at public uni-
versities than out-of-state
U.S. citizens.
“It’s quite simple,” Leav-

itt said in the briefing with
border czar Tom Homan.
“Obey the law, respect the
law, and don’t obstruct fed-
eral immigration officials
and law enforcement offi-
cials when they are simply
trying to remove public
safety threats from our
nation’s communities.”
Trump is focusing on

immigration — a key plat-
form of  his 2024 election
campaign — as he
approaches his 100th day
in office. On Monday, the
White House erected a line
of  placards around its
lawn featuring mug shots
of  100 people taken into
custody by Immigration
and Customs Enforcement.
“ARRESTED” the signs

said above a photograph
and a list of  the crimes
they had allegedly com-
mitted, from murder to
rape to distribution of  fen-
tanyl.
After the two executive

orders are signed, Leavitt
said, the president will
have signed more than 140
executive orders in three
months, a number that she
described as “rapidly
approaching the total num-
ber signed by the Biden
administration over the
course of  four years in
office.”
But the administration

is already running into
legal roadblocks as it seeks
to penalize sanctuary
cities.
Last week, a federal

judge in California barred
the Trump administration
from denying or condition-
ing the use of  federal
funds to San Francisco and
more than a dozen other
municipalities that limit
cooperation with federal
immigration enforcement.

Trump signs
order to ‘unleash’
law enforcement
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Craft show
Montpelier Civic Center hosted a spring craft show Saturday. Pictured, Carol Rose of

Portland looks at wares offered by Scottie Teegarden of Pennville.



ACCULEVEL. YOUR
foundation repair and
basement waterproofing
experts. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or
concrete slab weíll guide
you on the right path to a
healthy home. Act now!
Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free
consultation. 1-877-229-
0197
ADVERTISERS:  You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $300.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
BECOME A  Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution.
CALL FOR  Your Free
Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/hoosier
CALL LEAFGUARD
and say goodbye to gut-
ter cleaning for good. No
cleaning. No leaking. No
water damage. No more
ladder accidents. Get
LeafGuard today and be
protected for life. FREE
estimate. Financing
available. 20% off total
purchase (Restrictions
may apply.) Call 1-866-
641-9158
CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR  - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no
hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and
text, starting at just
$20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-
572-5165
DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-
844-244-7025 www.den-
tal50plus.com/hoosier
#6258
DIRECTV-  All your
entertainment. Nothing
on your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first
three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice
package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931
DO YOU  know whatís in
your water? Leaf Home
Water Solutions offers
FREE water testing and
whole home water treat-
ment systems that can
be installed in as little
one day. 15% off your
entire purchase. Plus
10% senior & military
discounts. Restrictions
apply. Schedule your
FREE test today. Call 1-
855-966-4836
DONATE YOUR  car,
truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-877-414-
2352 today!
ELIMINATE GUTTER
cleaning forever! LeafFil-
ter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. Plus 10%
Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-361-
4260
FREEDOMCARE. LET
your loved ones care for
you and get paid!†Paid
by Medicaid. Choose
family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check
your eligibility today! Call
FreedomCare now! 1-
844-563-4012
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in

The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, to a new job,

the Classifieds deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
Employee Benefits 
• Dental • Vision

• Medicare
Supplements •

Annuities
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Continued from page 8
After JCHS took the 6-2

lead, it began to hammer
the game home as A.J.
Myers set the Golden
Bears down in order in
the third. 
Caleb Leudike led off

with a flyout to Foster at
second base before Myers
sat the next two batters
himself.
Myers went the dis-

tance for Jay County, giv-
ing up one earned run on
three hits and four walks.
He also struck out five
batters during his five
innings of  work.
“He started with a lot

of  first-pitch strikes and
just threw strikes to give
us a chance for our
defense to make some
plays there,” said Farr.
“When you do that, you
give us an opportunity to
stay in the ball game and
get the momentum going
in our direction and it
was great to feed off  of
that.”
Right after Monroe

Central got put down in
order, the Patriots put up
three more runs, all of
which were unearned, in
the bottom half  without
getting a hit.
Camden Fraley led off

with a strikeout but
reached base on a
dropped third strike.
Duncan hit a batter and

walked two more to push
Fraley in to score. Dun-
can struck out another
batter, and a fielder’s
choice secured what
ended up being the first
two outs without any
more scoring. Duncan
then plunked Patriots in
back-to-back at bats to let
two more cross the plate.
Two more mistakes in

the bottom of  the fourth
inning led to Jay County
scoring five more runs,
only two of  which were
earned.
“We just weren’t able to

stop the bleeding,” said
MCHS coach Sean
Richardson. “You boot
the ball around a little bit
and walk a couple here
and there and they put
the runs on and we didn’t
answer.”
In contrast, JCHS

stayed mostly clean on
defense, only committing
one error in the first
inning.
The Patriots had a lot

of  balance from their
lineup as eight of  the
nine scored a run, five
collected RBIs and four
notched hits. 
Outside of  Foster and

Fugiett, Gessaman drew
three walks and three
runs scored, while Jet-
more collected three runs
and two RBIs on two hits
and a walk.
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JACUZZI BATH
Remodel can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one
day. For a limited time,
waiving ALL installation
costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-
866-937-1159
NEW WINDOWS  from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer - zero
down, zero payments,
zero interest for TWO
years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE!
Offer is valid for select
models. Labor not includ-
ed. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
PREPARE FOR  power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-866-
953-2203 today to
schedule a free quote.
Itís not just a generator.
Itís a power move.
PREPARE FOR  power
outages with Briggs &
StrattonÆ PowerPro-
tect(TM) standby gener-
ators - the most powerful
home standby genera-
tors available. Industry-
leading comprehensive
warranty - 7 years ($849
value.) Proudly made in
the U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-877-798-
0270.
SAFE STEP.  North
Americaís #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and
service. Now featuring
our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-855-743-
1911
SUNSETTER. AMERI-
CAÍS  Number One
Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or
patio into an outdoor

oasis. Up to 10-year lim-
ited warranty. Call now
and SAVE $350 today! 1-
855-801-2797
WE BUY  Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-
855-655-7718

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos

allowed on Classified
Page 

Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,

business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and

sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located 620 N Pierce

Street, Portland IN
Saturday Morning

MAY 24, 2025 
9:30 A.M. 

REAL ESTATE
3 Bedroom manufactured
home with approximately
1400 square feet of living
area sitting on concrete
crawl space.  This 1994

home features 2 full bath-
rooms, gas forced air fur-

nace, central air, metal
roof, and attached car-
port with approximately
736 square feet.  This
home is situated on a
136í x 173í corner lot

which is equivalent to 3
city lots.     Property also

has 2 outdoor storage
sheds.    This home is

located at the east end of
Portland near the Jay
County Fairgrounds

which allows you to live
in the city limits while

enjoying the rural sitting.   
For more information or
private showing contact
GARY LOY, AUCTION-
EER at (260) 726-5160

or KIM LOY, REAL
ESTATE BROKER at

(260) 729-2213.
ELDON MILLER

By Ron Miller POA
And 

ROWENA MILLER,
DECEASED
Loy Auction 

AC#31600027 
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608 

Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata

AU12400069
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: 505 West Line
Street, Geneva, IN 
Saturday Morning

MAY 3, 2025 
REAL ESTATE WILL

SELL AT 
9:30 A.M. 

Personal property will sell
immediately following

real estate.
REAL ESTATE:

1 Ω story home with 3
bedrooms, 1 full bath-
room and 1426 square

feet of living area.  Home
has gas forced air fur-

nace with central air, gas
water heater, a water sof-
tener and a partial base-
ment.  The kitchen has
nice oak cabinets with
space for a table along

with a dining room.
There is a 24í x 26í 2 car

detached garage with
heat and water, a small
utility barn with a walk in
cooler and a 32í x 48í
pole barn that has a

workshop with heat and
water.  This property sits

on 2.06 acres.  This
property has been well
maintained and has a

spacious yard.  
For more information or
private showing contact
LOY REAL ESTATE KIM
LOY BROKER 260-726-

2700 OR GARY LOY
AUCTIONEER 260-726-

5160
HOUSEHOLD GOODS ñ

OLD & COLLECTOR
ITEMS 

Whirlpool refrigerator; GE
washer & dryer; Coldspot
freezer; vintage Frigidaire

refrigerator;  vintage
upholstered occasional

chair; 
deer head mount; Coke
and 7Up wood cases;
JEWELRY:  10k ladies
ring (4.7g), 14K ladies

ring (7.3g), COINS:  Sil-
ver Dollars

(1881,1885,1922), Walk-
ing Liberty Silver Half

Dollars
(1927,1934,1935,1936,1

939,1941,1942,
1943), along with other

coins not listed. 
BOOKS ñ TRI STATE

MEMORABILIA
Large collection of Gene

Stratton Porter Books
(80+),

; Tri State belt buckles,
collector engines, mugs,
books and other assorted

items. 
MOWERS ñ TRAILER -

TOOLS
Cub Cadet 1250 Hydro-
stat mower; International
tiller for garden tractor;
Craftsman gas blower;

US 1941 and 1945
hatchets; screws; wash-

ers; bolts; nuts; wood
and metal pulleys; fishing

poles; antlers; hoes;
shoves; corn jobber;
hammers; galvanized

cans; and other items not
listed.

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
We will be running 2
rings most of the day. 
KEN & MARCELLA

DOHERTY, Deceased
By Lois Debolt and

Penny Hirschy
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata

AU12400069

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOKING
FOR any work. No job is
too big or small. Pole
barns, roofing, remodel-
ing. 260-849-2489.

110 HELP WANTED

PORTLAND WATER
PARK is accepting appli-
cation for CERTIFIED
lifeguards for the 2025
season. Applications are
also being accepted for
concession stand work-
ers. No certification is
required. The Water Park
is open 7 days per week
and employees will be
expected to work week-
ends. Applications are
available at Portland City
Hall, The City of Portland
website, and Portland
Water Park Facebook
page. 2025 season runs
May 24th through mid to
late August. Applications
will be accepted at City
Hall, 321 N. Meridian St.,
until Friday, May 2nd at
4:00p.m. The City of
Portland is and Equal
Opportunity Employer.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.
ALUMINUM SHEETS

23”x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141.
LUMBER SALE, DRIED
RED OAK, White Ash,
American Elm @ 6565 S
000 Road, Berne, IN.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS 60 SERVICES 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT

Public Notice
ADVERTISEMENT FOR

BIDS
City of Portland
2025-1 CCMG 

Portland Project
Sealed Bids for the 2025-1
CCMG Portland Project will
be received by the City of
Portland at the Jay County
Community Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian Street, Suite
B, Portland, Indiana 47371,
until Wednesday, May 7, 2025
at 10:10 a.m. local time. At that
time the Bids received will be
publicly opened and read.
The Project includes the fol-
lowing Work: The resurfacing
of Charles Street within the
City of Portland.
Information and Bidding Doc-
uments for the Project can be
found and downloaded at the
following website:
choiceoneengineering.com/pr
ojects-out-for-bid. All official
notifications, addenda, and
other Bidding Documents will
be offered through the desig-
nated website. Neither Owner
nor Engineer will be respon-
sible for Bidding Documents,
including addenda, if any, ob-
tained from sources other
than the Issuing Office of
Choice One.
For all further requirements
regarding bid submittal, qual-
ifications, procedures, and
contract award, refer to the
Instructions to Bidders that
are included in the Bidding
Documents.

Owner: City of Portland
By: Jeff Westlake

Title: Mayor
Date: 23, 2025
April 30, 2025    

CR 4-23,30-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
ADVERTISEMENT FOR

BIDS
City of Dunkirk

2025-1 CCMG Dunkirk Project
Sealed Bids for the 2025-1
CCMG Dunkirk Project will be
received by the City of
Dunkirk at the Jay County
Community Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian Street, Suite
D, Portland, Indiana 47371,
until Wednesday, May 7, 2025
at 10:00 a.m. local time. At that
time the Bids received will be
publicly opened and read.
The Project includes the fol-
lowing Work: The resurfacing
of various streets within the
City of Dunkirk.
Information and Bidding Doc-
uments for the Project can be
found and downloaded at the
following website:
choiceoneengineering.com/pr
ojects-out-for-bid. All official
notifications, addenda, and
other Bidding Documents will
be offered through the desig-
nated website. Neither Owner
nor Engineer will be respon-
sible for Bidding Documents,
including addenda, if any, ob-
tained from sources other
than the Issuing Office of
Choice One.
For all further requirements
regarding bid submittal, qual-
ifications, procedures, and
contract award, refer to the
Instructions to Bidders that
are included in the Bidding
Documents.

Owner: City of Dunkirk
By: Jack Robbins

Title: Mayor
Date: April 23, 2025

April 30, 2025
CR 4-23,30-2025-HSPAXLP
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RECYCLE

Local schedule
Thursday

Jay County — Boys golf vs. Blackford – 4:30
p.m.; Baseball vs. Adams Central – 5 p.m.; Girls
tennis at Blackford – 5 p.m.; Softball vs. Adams
Central – 5 p.m.; Junior high baseball at Black-
ford – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball at Versailles – 5
p.m.; Softball vs. Versailles – 5 p.m.; Middle
school track at Coldwater JH Track Invite – 4:30
p.m.

TV sports
Today

3 p.m. — UEFA Champions League soccer: FC
Barcelona at Inter (CBS)

3:15 p.m. — Women’s Super League soccer:
Manchester United at Chelsea Women (ESPN2)

6:40 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals at
Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indiana)

7 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Montreal Canadiens at
Washington Capitals (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Montreal Florida
Panthers at Tampa Bay Lightning (ESPN2)

8 p.m. — CONCACAF Champions Cup soccer:
Inter Miami at Vancouver Whitecaps (FOX)

9:30 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: St. Louis Blues at
Winnipeg Jets (ESPN)

10 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Minnesota Timber-
wolves at Los Angeles Lakers (TNT)

Thursday
12:40 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals at

Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indiana)
2:30 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Not-

tingham Forest at Brentford (USA)
5 p.m. — College lacrosse: Big Ten Tourna-

ment (BTN)
7 p.m. — College baseball: Texas at

Arkansas (ESPN)
7:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: New York Knicks

at Detroit Pistons (TNT)
8 p.m. — USL Championship soccer:

Louisville City at Lexington (FOX)
9:40 p.m. — MLB: Detroit Tigers at Los

Angeles Angels (FOX)
10 p.m. — MMA: Professional Fighters

League (ESPN2)
10 p.m. — LIV Golf: LIV Golf Korea (FS1)

Local notes
Registration open

Registration for the 35th annual Flat 50 Plus
bicycle ride in Adams County is now open. To
register, visit RunSignUp.com.

There are rides ranging from 20 to 100 miles
long.

The event will be held at 7 a.m. Saturday, June
21. It will start at Bellmont High School and will
have stops in Willshire, Geneva and Monroe with
refreshments.

Challenge set
The Adams County 5K Run/Walk Challenge is

set to begin May 10.
The Challenge includes seven races and the

Challenge Series award will be given to the first

100 participants over the age of 19 to compete
in five or more events.

Registration forms are available at
www.adamscounty5kchallenge.com and can be
submitted to Debra Gerber at 656 W Van Buren
St., Berne, IN 46711.

The series fee is $125 with a t-shirt included
in each race or $90 without it. For students under
the age of 18 registering, the cost will be $100
with the t-shirts or $80 without.

The first race, Monroe Lions 5K, is set for May
10 at 8:15 a.m. For more information contact
Alan Arnold at (260) 216-1101 or email
pamalarn@myfibersolution.com.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Gaining ...
Box score

Monroe Central Golden Bears
vs. Jay County Patriots

Monroe Central (7-8)
ab r h bi

Duncan 1 2 1 1 0
Luedike ss 1 1 0 0
Wilson 3b 3 0 0 0
Walker lf 2 0 0 0

McCreery p 1 0 0 0
Pence 1b 1 0 0 1
Middleton cf 2 1 0 0
Bouge dh 2 0 1 0
Oliphant rf 1 0 1 1
Baker 2b 1 0 0 0
Totals 16 3 3 2

Jay County (4-6)
ab r h bi

Brown rf 3 1 0 1
Bennett rf 0 0 0 0

Foster 2b 3 2 2 3
Fugiett ss 3 1 3 5
Schemenaur c 3 0 0 0

Sommers ph 0 0 0 0
Fraley dh 4 2 0 0
Phillips lf 1 1 0 0

Sollars lf 0 0 0 0
Geesaman 1b 0 3 0 0
Jetmore cf 2 3 2 2
Wendel 3b 2 1 1 1
Totals 21 14 8 11

Mon. Cent. 200 10X X — 3
Jay Co. 153 5XX X — 14

LOB — Monroe Central 6, Jay
County 6. 2B — Monroe Central 1
(Bouge), Jay County 3 (Foster, Fugi-
ett, Wendel). HR — Jay County 1
(Fugiett)). SB — Monroe Central 3
(Bouge, Oliphant, Baker).

IP H R ER BB SO
Monroe Central
Duncan 3 5 9 6 4 5
McCreery 1 3 5 2 2 2

Jay County
Myers 5 3 3 1 4 5

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County High School’s Carter Fugiett (20) celebrates with Brady
Jetmore after his three-run blast in the bottom of the second inning during
Monday’s 14-3 win over Monroe Central. Fugiett led the offense with five RBIs.
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Sports
Wednesday, April 30, 2025

Patriots pushed 19 runs
across against Wapahani,
see roundup below

FRHS softball takes 
on Versailles today,
see Sports on tap

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
The Patriots finally had a

breakthrough game against
Woodlan, but the lingering
question was if  they could
build off  the success.
The Golden Bears punched

the Patriots in the mouth, but a
big second inning swung the
momentum. 
From there, the Patriots had

control and captured back-to-
back wins for the first time
this season.
Jay County High School’s

baseball team claimed its sec-
ond straight victory with a 14-3
win over the Monroe Central
Golden Bears in five innings
on Monday.
“It’s finally nice to start get-

ting something going here,”
said JCHS coach Todd Farr.
“The win over Woodlan was a
good, quality win for us.
Tonight it was just about get-
ting momentum and moving in
that right direction. They’re
not a bad team. … We’re start-
ing to make plays. We’re start-
ing to be locked in a little bit
more every pitch, so definitely
getting there.”
The Patriots (4-6) gave up

two runs in the first inning,
but swiped one back in the bot-
tom half  after a single by
Wyatt Foster, who finished
with two hits, two runs and
three RBIs, and a Carter Fugi-
ett double.

The real damage came in the
second inning.
Brady Jetmore hit a single to

left field and Joe Geesaman and
Leighton Brown both drew
walks to load the bases with
two outs. Monroe Central
catcher Carson Siekmann took
the trip out to the mound to
talk things over with Carter
Duncan, but it was to no avail
as Foster delivered a two-run
double to left field on the first
pitch.
One pitch later Fugiett, the

Patriots’ offensive leader on
the day with five RBIs, three
hits and one run, added three
more runs with a high fly ball
that carried over the left field
wall.
“Wyatt stepped up like that

from the get go when he started
for us a couple of  weeks ago,”
Fugiett said. “I know when he
steps up there he’s going to do
something positive. … 
“When I was in the dugout I

saw he had a hanging curve-
ball. In the first at bat, when I
had the double, he threw me a
fastball and I put it down the
line. I knew he probably wasn’t
going to give me a fastball
again, so he threw me a first
pitch curveball. It was just
hanging so I just put it in the
air and we’ve got a little wind
so that helped it out too. But I
just put it in the air and let the
ball do its job.”

See Gaining page 7

Gaining steam
Jay baseball beats up on
Monroe Central for second

consecutive victory

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Rylee Sollars of the Jay County High School baseball team camps under a fly ball in
left field during Monday’s 14-3 win over Monroe Central. Sollars caught the ball for the second
out of the fifth inning to help end the game via mercy rule.

SELMA — The Patriots
put up nine runs in the
first inning and the offen-
sive onslaught led to
their ninth win of  the
year.
The Jay County High

School softball team
stayed undefeated on the
season with a 19-2 victory
over the Wapahani
Raiders on Monday.
Jay County (9-0), which

finished 11th in this
week’s Class 3A Softball
Coaches Association of
Indiana poll, got to work
early as six singles, a
triple, a double, a hit bat-
ter and an error pushed
nine runs across in the
opening frame. The Patri-
ots continued to score
with two runs in the sec-
ond inning, three in the
third, one in the fourth
and four in their final at
bat.
Brenna Ruble, Jaelynn

Lykins, Jozey Shimp and
Carley Trinidad all drove
in three runs apiece.
Lykins and Shimp led the
team in hits with four,
while Morgan Missicano,
Mallory Winner and
Trinidad each slashed
three.
Winner got the win

after just three innings in
the circle. She gave up
two unearned runs to
Wapahani (0-8).

Homan leads
SIDNEY, Ohio — Caden

Homan put together a
strong day at the plate as
the Fort Recovery base-
ball team rolled to an 11-1
win over the Lehman
Catholic Cavaliers on
Monday.
Homan drove in four

runs and collected three
hits, including a three-
run home run in the
sixth inning, to lead the
Indians’ offensive effort.
Dylan Klenke followed
with three RBIs despite
not notching any hits.
Klenke earned the win

for the Tribe (9-4), pitch-
ing all six innings. He

nearly earned a shutout,
but Lehman Catholic (6-
5) executed a double steal
just before the final out
of  the contest.
FRHS put up at least

two runs in four out of
six innings.

Patriots split
FARMLAND — The Jay

County boys golf  team
split a tri match on Mon-
day at Hickory Hills Golf
Club, beating Winchester
180-213 while falling to
host Monroe Central 171-
180.
Griffin Byrum led the

way for the Patriots (4-2)
with 43 strokes out of  the
third position. His high-
light came on the 152-
yard, par-3 eighth hole
that the senior birdied.
Byrum also made par
twice and bogey three
times. Byrum was two
strokes behind match
medalist Cohen West of
MCHS.
Tucker Griffin and

Isaac Homan followed
with 45 strokes apiece.
Griffin had more success
at the start of  his round
with a bogey on the first
hole and pars on the
three that followed. He
hit a bit of  a hiccup on
the fifth and sixth holes
before finishing with
three bogeys. Homan
made par three times as
well and bogeyed three
holes.
Cody DeHoff  rounded

out the team score with a
47, while Dawson
Goldsworthy’s 51 didn’t
affect the final.

Slow start
NEW MADISON, Ohio

— Fort Recovery’s soft-
ball team gave up all five

runs in the first two
innings as it fell to the
Division VI No. 2 Tri-Vil-
lage Patriots 5-2 Monday.
Jenna Homan gave up a

pair of  singles and a dou-
ble that gave the Patriots
(16-0) a 2-0 advantage in
the first inning. TVHS
struck for three more
runs in the second on two
singles, a double, a hit
batter and a sacrifice fly-
out.  In total, Homan gave
up seven hits, three
walks and five runs in
the loss.
Both of  the runs for

Fort Recovery (8-6) scored
in the third inning.  Pais-
ley Hart and Emma Will
both reached base on sin-
gles before Ava Grisez
knocked them in with a
double to center field.

Jay loses
The Jay County girls

tennis team lost its sec-
ond Allen County Athlet-
ic Conference match of
the season on Monday as
the South Adams
Starfires picked off  the
No. 3 singles and both
doubles matches for a 3-2
victory.
Brenna Bailey

remained perfect at 6-0 on
the season with a 6-3, 6-0
win over Ava Kinsey at
the No. 1 singles position.
Meredith Dirksen

picked up the other win
at No. 2 singles by beating
Abby Claghorn 6-1, 6-3.
Lilly Johnson gave

Olivia Oswalt a run for
her money, but couldn’t
come up with the point
from the No. 3 singles
position, falling 6-2, 6-7
(2-7), 6-0.
Both doubles teams

won four games while los-
ing their matches. Faith
Faulkner and Raylah
Newton fell to Malina
Mawhorr and Kenzie
Miller 6-1, 6-3 in the No. 1
doubles match, while Gra-
cie Baker and Lanie
Bryan beat Gretchen Link
and Sophia Sprunger 6-2,
6-2 at No. 2 doubles.

JCHS softball stays
perfect against Raiders

Local
roundup


