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A record for Will

Fort Recovery High School senior Emma Will begins to celebrate after learning she broke Brenna Homan'’s
record of 120 career hits during Tuesday’s 12-1 win over Anna. Will wrote her name in the record books with a double
down the right field line in the third inning. For more on the story, see page 8.

Dunkirk
man
pleads to
series of
car thefts

Sentencing
hearing for
Myers is
scheduled
Jor May 20

A rural Dunkirk man has
pleaded guilty to stealing a dozen
vehicles.

Anthony T. Myers, 23, 10770 W.
200 North, pleaded Monday in Jay
Circuit Court to four burglary
charges, all Level 5 felonies, along
with two Level 5 felonies for theft
of a firearm, a Level 5 felony for
altering a firearm’s identifying
marks and 12 counts of auto theft,
all Level 6 felonies.

His sentencing hearing is set
for 2:30 p.m. May 20.

According to a probable cause
affidavit filed in connection with
the case, Myers broke into several
homes in Portland with the intent
to commit theft. He also stole 12
vehicles.

Portland Police Department
began investigating a string of
auto thefts and burglaries in
August, with the crimes spanning
through Nov. 12. It conducted sur-
veillance operations on the west
side of Portland.

Police received a call from John
Petro of Portland about 6 a.m.
Nov. 12 to report a stolen 2004
Chevrolet Silverado 1500. Officers
located the white truck and
attempted to stop the driver —
Myers — after a brief vehicle pur-
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IEDC releases annual audits

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ

Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

suit. Myers allegedly tried to flee
on foot before officers caught him
in an alley in the 900 block of
Main and Water streets.

Myers was armed with a stolen
handgun and also was in posses-
sion of another stolen gun, which
he said he tried to remove the

The Indiana Economic Devel-
opment Foundation has poured
more than $13 million into trav-
el, administrative and other
expenses across Six years,
according to audited financial
reports released Thursday under
Gov. Mike Braun’s orders.

The little-known foundation is
charged with raising private
funds to boost the controversial
Indiana Economic Development

Data shows $13 million spent on travel,
administrative and other expenses in six years

Corp. But the nonprofit is on a
spending freeze.

Indiana had a traditional com-
merce department until 2005.
That’s when, under former Gov.
Mitch Daniels, lawmakers creat-
ed the IEDC: “a body politic and

corporate, not a state agency but
an independent instrumentality
exercising essential public func-
tions,” per Indiana Code. They
allowed its board to create a sub-
sidiary: the foundation.
“Everybody always thinks that

the tax dollars are going in one

direction: they’re going out to

nonprofits to subsidize nonprofit

activity,” said Indiana Universi-

ty Professor Beth Gazley, a non-

profit management specialist.
See Audits page 2

serial number from, the affidavit
says. Police said they discovered
he was in possession of items
reported as stolen from other Jay
County homes.

Myers admitted to the crimes
shortly after he was apprehended
by police and explained where
stolen items were hidden, accord-
ing to the affidavit. (All of the
vehicles were recovered the same
days they were stolen.)

Russia intensifies attacks

By OLESIA SAFRONOVA
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Russia intensified its
attacks across Ukraine’s
frontline and several
cities as the success of
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s efforts to bring a
rapid end to the war look
increasingly doubtful.

Ukraine’s General Staff
reported 177 clashes on
the battlefield in the coun-
try’s south-east early
Wednesday with Russian
troops “rushing” deeper
into Ukraine.

“The Russians are try-
ing to break defensive
lines in the Zaporizhzhia
region,” a spokesman for
the Ukrainian military’s
southern command, Vla-
dyslav Voloshyn, said late
Tuesday. The situation in
the Kherson Region in the
south has become “quite
tense” in recent days, he
said.

Russia also launched
significant drone attacks
on the Ukrainian cities of
Dnipro and Kharkiv early
Wednesday, hitting resi-
dential areas, killing one

Deaths

Ukraine reports 177 clashes,
says effort is to break lines of
defense in Zaporizhzhia region

civilian and injuring 50,
according to local authori-
ties.

The hard push by
Moscow’s troops comes as
the Kremlin takes a maxi-
malist line in peace nego-
tiations brokered by the
U.S. While Trump envoy
Steve Witkoff sought to
persuade President
Vladimir Putin that Rus-
sia should agree to a
ceasefire that halts fight-
ing along the current
frontlines, the Russian
leader insisted Moscow
must take full control of
four regions of Ukraine
which it claims but
doesn’t fully occupy,
Bloomberg News report-
ed.

Russia declared the

annexation of Ukraine’s
Donetsk, Luhansk, Kher-
son and Zaporizhzhia
Regions in 2022, a move
that was denounced as a
violation of international
law by the United Nations
and much of the world.
The U.S., which had
sought a permanent cease-
fire by April 30 as Trump
marks the first 100 days of
his new term, expressed
disappointment with
Putin’s reluctance to
accept an unconditional,
long-term ceasefire.
Trump is “increasingly
frustrated” with the lead-
ers of both Russia and
Ukraine, White House
Press Secretary Karoline
Leavitt said on Monday.
See Attacks page 2
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.
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Smoothing Seventh

A crew from Brooks Construction works on paving Seventh
Street on Wednesday morning. The work is part of a project that also
includes paving sections of Franklin Street, Ship Street, Tyson Road,
Western Avenue, Williams Street and Wayside Place.

In review

Coming up
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Ralph Knapschafer, 72,

Portland
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of 77 degrees Tues-
day. The low was 55.

Rain is expected tonight
with a low in the mid 50s and
winds gusting to 30 miles per
hour. Expect a high in the
upper 60s Friday with a
chance of showers.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

IU Health is offering free
mammogram, screenings in
May. The screenings are for
uninsured women over the age
of 40 who live in Jay County or
Blackford County. To schedule
a screening, call (765) 751-5825.

Saturday — Coverage of
this week’s Portland Board of
Works meeting.

Tuesday — Results from the
JCHS baseball team at the
Wapahani Invitational.
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First in science, fine arts

The Jay County High School academic team finished first in science at the Academic Senior Super Bowl Regional Area Contest on April
22 at Richmond High School. It also tied for first with Connersville in fine arts. While finishing atop the regional area contest, the teams did
not score high enough to advance to the state level. (The top five teams from regional area contests across Indiana earn state berths.) Jay
County also placed second in the region in English and third in math and social studies. Pictured, front row from left, are academic team
members Adamaris Ruiz-Herrera, Cameran Paxson, Ella Stockton and Izzy Winkles. Middle row are science coach Connie Aker, Keira Corwin,
Audrey Muhlenkamp, Andrew Stouder, Brennan Chrisman and English coach Anni McClung. Back row are fine arts coach Meg Mauger, Trenten
Hamilton, Troy Lee, Jensen Avery, Joseph Boggs, math coach Zach Keller and social studies coach Brittany Martyne.
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Lotteries

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $30
million

Mega Millions
16-33-40-51-57
Mega Ball: 10
Estimated jackpot: $80
million

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 5-4-9
Daily Four: 1-8-9-9
Quick Draw: 8-9-12-13-
16-17-21-28-32-38-44-47-54-

Daily Three: 6-5-8

Daily Four: 0-9-5-1

Quick Draw: 8-9-12-13-
16-17-21-28-32-38-44-47-54-
56-59-60-63-64-68-78

Ohio
Tuesday
Midday
Pick 3: 8-0-5
Pick 4: 9-9-2-7
Pick 5: 9-7-2-6-9
Evening
Pick 3: 5-3-0
Pick 4: 6-3-1-7
Pick 5: 2-4-1-4-9
Rolling Cash: 17-20-21-
32-35

56-59-60-63-64-68-78 Estimated  jackpot:
Evening $110,000
Cooper Farms June beans ............ 10.46
Fort Recovery Wheat ...coovveeveeeennn. 4.96
(076) o 's FRRRUUURRRURIRRI 4.84
June corn ................ 492 ADM .
July corn.................. 494 Montpelier
f})orn .......................... 4.81
H i une corn ................ 4.81
:ooﬁ;l;anl orefining Beans......ccccouuueeens 10.52
June beans ............ 10.54
(076) o s FERRRUTURRRRIRR 4.94
Wheat .....ccoovvvveennns 4.81
June corn ................ 4.99
July corn........ccueeeee. 5.02  Heartland

The Andersons
Richland Township

(076) & s ETRRRRIRR 4.87
June corn ................ 4.82
Beans.....oouueeenens 10.56

St. Anthony

Today in history

In 2014, the Jay Coun-
ty High School softball
team ran its perfect
record to 12-0 with a 6-0
victory over the Mis-
sissinewa Indians. Pitch-
er Larissa Boles racked
up 12 strikeouts while
allowing just two hits

and a walk in the
shutout.

In 2023, The Graphic
Printing Company final-
ized the purchases of
The News-Gazette (Win-
chester) and The News
Times (Hartford City).

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Today

4 pm. — Portland
Board of Works, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Plan Commission, Com-
munity Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian St., Port-
land.

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Tuesday
5:30 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, council

chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

Obituaries

Ralph Knapschafer
Jan. 13, 1953-April 28, 2025

Ralph “Joe” Knapschafer Jr., a res-
ident of rural Portland, passed away
on Monday, April 28, 2025 at IU Health
Jay Hospital in Portland.

Joe was born Jan. 13, 1953, in Port-
land, Indiana, the son of Ralph and
Lois (Hutchens) Knapschafer. He
graduated from Portland High
School in 1971 and was a member of
The Church at Westchester and Tri-
State Gas Engine and Tractor Associ-
ation. He worked for Horizon Homes,
Champion Homes and retired from
FCC in Portland in 2018.

Joe married Mary Betz on June 20,
1981.

Survivors include:

His wife — Mary
Knapschafer, Port-
land, Indiana

Two sons — Jeremy
Knapschafer (wife:
Ashley), Bryant, Indi-
ana, and Jason Knap-
schafer (Ashley), Port-
land, Indiana

Grandchildren — Dylan, Rowdy
and Jaley Knapschafer

Sister — Christine Whitenack
(husband: Don), Portland, Indiana

Visitation will be held on Friday
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Williamson-
Spencer and Penrod Funeral Home
in Portland. Funeral services will
follow at 2 p.m. on Friday at the

Knapschafer

Audits ...

Continued from page 1

“But actually, there’s a lot of
money coming back from nonprof-
its to subsidize government activi-
ties,” she continued, noting that
the federal definition of a 501(c)(3)
tax-exempt nonprofit includes
“lessening the burdens of govern-
ment.”

The IEDC’s furtive efforts to
secure water, land and more for a
contentious technology park have
made it plenty of enemies since
2022. But now, its problems go
beyond public relations.

Braun said Thursday that
he’s ordered a forensic audit and
reported “impropriety, or even the

appearance of it” to Indiana’s
Office of Inspector General amid
allegations of self-dealing and
more, first reported by Indiana
Legislative Insight.

And he’s taken aim at the founda-
tion.

In an April 9 news release, his
administration called out the foun-
dation for not filing six years of
required audited financial reports
with the State Budget Committee.
Two weeks later, the lapses were
cured and the reports available
online.

A spokesperson for the quasi-
public agency didn’t immediately
answer Capital Chronicle ques-

Attacks ...

Continued from page 1

Trump has pointed
to Kyiv as the obstacle to
securing a ceasefire, telling
broadcaster ABC late Tues-
day that he believed Putin
“wants peace.” But
Moscow’s intense attacks
on Ukraine in recent weeks

to engage with Washington.
Ukrainian
President
Zelenskyy has said repeat-
edly that Kyiv will never
recognize occupied territo-
ries as Russian and pro-

on Moscow,

Volodymyr

effectively

posed to continue pressure
including
strengthening sanctions.
“We are identifying pre-
cisely those pressure points
of Russia that will most

funeral home. Pastor Darrel Borders
will officiate and burial will follow at
Gravel Hill Cemetery, west of
Bryant.

Memorials may be directed to Tri-
State Gas Engine and Tractor Asso-
ciation.

Condolences may be sent to
williamsonspencer.com.

The Commercial Review publishes
death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city of
residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

tions, including why those records
weren’t submitted.

The newly released reports show
that the foundation spent $13.2 mil-
lion from the 2019 through 2024 fiscal
years, which begin July 1 and end
June 30.

The bulk of that, $10.9 million,
went to travel, meals and entertain-
ment.

“Is that a lot of money to be spend-
ing on conferences, travel, meals and
entertainment? That really depends
on the programmatic goals of the
organization, the mission of the
organization,” Gazley said. “And only
the board can decide: is that the best
use of our funding?”

push Moscow toward diplo-
macy,” Zelenskyy said in an
address late Tuesday to
nation. “We are also prepar-
ing for talks with the Unit-
ed States on new sanctions
steps,” Zelenskyy said.

have led Trump to voice
more pointed criticism
of Russia, saying in a
TruthSocial post on Satur-
day that Putin might not
want to stop the war.
Similarly, Trump’s envoy
to Ukraine, Keith Kellogg,
told Fox News on Tuesday
that it was “over to Putin”
to secure a ceasefire follow-
ing Ukraine’s willingness

SERVICES

Friday
Knapschafer, Ralph: 2 p.m,,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Saturday
Faller, Peg: Noon, Brock-
man Boeckman Funeral Home,
308 S.Wayne St., Fort Recovery.

Tuesday
Smith, Mary: 3 pm,
Meacham Funeral Service, 648
W. State St., Albany.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

Festival Specials

1/2 Page Golor -

(limited availahility)

1/2 Page Baw - $379
1/4 Page Color - $350

(limited availahility)
1/4 Page Baw - $250

(3x3.5)
$100

Business card (2x2)

f $60

Our summer festivals special section will be distributed in
The Commercial Review (Portland), The News-Gazette (Winchester)
and The News Times (Hartford City).

PRINTING

SPAPERS

NEW
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Top volunteer

Troy Atkinson (center) was honored recently with the United Way of Jay County’s
Volunteer of the Year Award. Atkinson is joined by Jay County Special Olympics athletes. He
is a longtime volunteer for the organization.
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Starstruck father can 't play it cool

DEAR ABBY: I am a 55-year-old
father of a 7-year-old child. My social
skills and experience are rusty due to
graduate school and post-graduate
training years (12 years, to be exact)
without much social interaction. I
believe I missed an opportunity to
bond with our 7-year-old.

Five years ago, my wife and I ran
into a Hall of Fame ballplayer. 1
became so starstruck that I couldn’t
stop blurting out how fantastic I
thought he was. It did not go over
well.

Fast-forward to today: My child’s
classmate happens to be the child of
yet another superstar. My wife told
me, “Do not engage or talk to them.”
She said she’d handle everything.

Well, I think I may have followed
her instructions too literally and
came across as rude or dismissive by
not chatting with them. I'm afraid
they may think I'm a snob or a jerk.
How can I dig myself out of the hole I
may have placed myself in? Because
they are celebrities, I don’t want to
invade their privacy.

I sent a holiday greeting to the
email address shared in the school
parent directory. No response. How
should I interpret the non-response?
Was my greeting delivered? Read? I
also have their text number, but I
don’t want to harass these people. —
LOVING DAD IN THE SOUTH

DEAR LOVING DAD: Celebri-
ties often receive greetings from

fans they don’t know. Because you
didn’t receive a response to yours,
it is possible the celebrity didn’t
see it, or was too inundated to
answer. That your message went
unanswered should not be regard-
ed as a personal rejection. Do not
text the person. Simply quit sec-
ond-guessing  yourself. You
haven’t committed a social faux
pas.

In the future, remember that
celebrities are usually just like
the rest of wus, albeit better
known. When you encounter one,
remain calm. Smile and say hello
just as you would the couple who
live across the street. Doing that
is not harassment, it’s being
friendly.

DEAR ABBY: My father passed
away five months ago. His wife has
been unbearable to deal with and is
controlling all aspects of any funeral
arrangements. During the process of
my father getting sick and then being
placed in hospice, I have gone above

and beyond to assist her with any of
her needs.

My daughter is at college out of
state, and in order to receive year-
round tuition, she must stay on cam-
pus year-round. The schedule of my
daughter’s temporary job position
plus taking time off when my father
was sick made it difficult for her to
come home at any given time.

My father’s wife refused to compro-
mise with me on a day that would
work better for my daughter. As a
result, my daughter missed her
grandfather’s funeral. How can I get
past my hurt and resentment? —
RESENTFUL IN ILLINOIS

DEAR RESENTFUL: Please
accept my sympathy for the loss
of your father. That your daugh-
ter had to miss her grandfather’s
funeral is regrettable, but the rea-
son is understandable. Please
remind yourself that your father’s
wife is also grieving and isn’t her
best at this time. Do you know
why she could not or would not
change the date of your father’s
funeral to accommodate your
daughter? Before starting a rift,
the two of you need to have a talk.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van
Buren, also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Contact Dear Abby
at DearAbby.com or PO. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Today

SMART RECOVERY —
A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday

in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Sudoku

Level: Intermediate
Wednesday’s Solution
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The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.
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PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet the
first Thursday of the
month at Portland Lions
Civic Center, 307 W. 100
North. The meal will be
served at 6:30 p.m. and the
meeting will begin at 7

p.m.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for par-
ents, friends and relatives
who have lost a baby
through miscarriage,
birth or illness will meet
from 7 to 9 p.m. at St. Vin-
cent Randolph Hospital,
Winchester, in communi-
ty room 1. For more infor-
mation, call Kimberly
Sibery at (765) 964-6075 or
Nikki Bosworth at (765)
584-6452.

Friday

PAST RECOVERY
SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information,
call (260) 251-3259.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will host its
next meeting at noon Fri-
day, May 2, at Harmony
Cafe in Portland.

SOFT SHOULDERS —
A support group for any-
one suffering from memo-
ry loss, will meet at 10:30
a.m. the first Friday of
each month in the Fire-
place Room at Edelweiss
Place at Swiss Village in
Berne. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 589-3173.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call

(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of each month in the
West Walnut Church of
Christ fellowship hall, 204
W. Walnut St., Portland.
(Please enter from the
door facing the alley on
the north side of the
building.) For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8463.

MUSEUM OF THE
SOLDIER — Is open from
noon to 5 p.m. the first
and third Saturday and
Sunday of the month. It is
located at 510 E. Arch St.,
Portland. The website is
museumofthesoldier.com.

State parks are
free on Sunday

This weekend offers
opportunities to enjoy the
natural beauty of the state.

All Indiana State Parks
will offer free admission on
Sunday, May 4, to celebrate
Welcome Weekend and the
opening day of Visit Indi-
ana Week.

Campgrounds at state
parks are now open. Sun-
day is also a free fishing
day.

“We’re excited to wel-
come back longtime visi-
tors, and we also warmly
invite anyone who’s never
visited,” said Ginger Mur-
phy, deputy director of
Indiana State Parks, in a
press release. “Our parks
offer beautiful scenic
views, camping and
healthy outdoor activities,
nature centers for learning
about Indiana’s history and
natural resources, and deli-
cious dining and restful
lodging at our inns.”

For a full list of activities
planned for the weekend,
visit calendar.dnr.IN.gov.
Find a list of state parks at
on.IN.gov/stateparks.

Cafe is May 20
Indiana Youth Institute
will host a virtual Youth
Worker Cafe on youth voice
and civic engagement at
11:30 a.m. Tuesday, May 20.
The event is designed for

Taking
Note

those who work with
youth and will provide
education on equipping
young people with leader-
ship skills and engaging
them in the decision-mak-
ing process. It will also
explore ways to build part-
nerships with families,
friends and schools.

For more information,
or to register, visit iyi.org.

Series announced

The Muncie Three
Trails Music Series will
host seven concerts this
summer.

The series will open
with a performance by
Steep Canyon Rangers on
Saturday, May 31, at Canan
Commons.

Dates for other shows
are as follows:

*Friday, June 13
Harlem Gospel Travelers
at Canan Commons

«Saturday, Aug. 16 —
Blue Moon Marquee at
Canan Commons

For details, visit munci-
ethreetrails.com.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 5-yearwarranty
with qualifying purchase* - valued at $535.

Call866-953-2203

to schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.
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Run a full-page color ad in

The Commercial Review (Portland),
The News-Gazette (Winchester)

\\\\ and The News Times (Hartford City)

5600

Space for color is limited. Ads will automatically
convert to black and white if color space is not available.

5x5 BLOWOUT for the
5% month of the year!

Run all of the following:

FOUR 5x5 ads in The Commercial Review
TWO 5x5 ads in The News-Gazette
ONE 5x5 ad in The News Times

for 5250

Call (260) 726-8141 or email ads@thecr.com

"%%

GRAPHIC
PRINTING

NEWSPAPERS

Rates do not apply to special sections. Ads must run in May.

OUT OF TOWN
BUNDLE DROP DRIVER

‘Must be dependable
- Average 15-20 hours a week

‘Paid weekly

Wanna become a part of
our team? We are looking

for somebody who is
interesed in dropping
newstand papers to

businesses! Apply at the

Commercial Review.

309 West Main Street - Portland, IN 47371

No Phone Calls Please
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Embrace of vulgarity is a mistake

Chicago Tribune

Tribune News Service

If Democrats think the path
back to voters’ hearts runs
through a minefield of f-bombs,
they’re in for another rough elec-
tion cycle.

We get it — Democrats got wal-
loped, hate what is happening
now and are engaged in a lot of
soul-searching.

We admire self-reflection. But
banking on f-bombs is the politi-
cal equivalent of getting curtain
bangs after a breakup or a red
sports car when you turn 50. Such
are desperate decisions made in
an effort to reinvent oneself that
almost always end in despair.

Guest
Editorial

Kat Abughazaleh, a 26-year-
old Texas native who is challeng-
ing longtime Illinois U.S.
Rep. Jan Schakowsky, 80, despite
being a Chicagoan for less than a
year and not living in the 9th Dis-
trict, is hoping her message that
members of her party need to
“grow a f--ing spine” will help
her overcome the fact that she

offers little in the way of policy
substance or experience. Abug-
hazaleh’s main claim to political
fame is posting progressive
videos on TikTok critiquing Fox
News and Republicans. She’ll
need more than that.

Fellow on-camera personali-
ty Mike Sacks is also riding the
profanity wave as he hopes to
unseat Republican Rep. Mike
Lawler of New York’s 17th Dis-
trict, which covers the Hudson
Valley. Sacks, a former TV jour-
nalist, is vowing to “un-f-- our
country.”

It’s ironic that people railing
against a president who rose to
prominence in part due to his tel-

evision persona are deploying
the same strategy in retaliation.
This descent into the profane
comes across as a ‘“stooping to
their level” approach, given Don-
ald Trump’s talent for obsceni-
ties. But most people aren’t down
with crude tactics that debase
American politics even further.

And it’s not just brash new-
comers: Seasoned Democratic
leaders are indulging too.
Sen. Tammy Duckworth issued
a statement calling Defense Sec-
retary Pete Hegseth a “f--ing
liar” in March.

At a time when politics
demands clarity, civility and
leadership, it’s a misstep to

embrace vulgar language as a
tool to signal authenticity or pas-
sion. Instead of elevating the con-
versation, it lowers the bar, rein-
forcing the corrosive idea that
rage and vulgarity are substi-
tutes for thoughtful persuasion.
Sure, younger generations are
tolerant of colorful language. But
it’s still a mistake to confuse
shock value with leadership —
and risky for a country that
craves political figures who can
model respect, restraint and rea-
soned debate.

We have enough influencers
in Washington, D.C., and remain
in desperate need of statesmen
and stateswomen.
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Let’s fix economic development policy

By MICHAEL J. HICKS

Media reports identified signif-
icant accounting problems at the
Indiana Economic Development
Corporation (IEDC). In response,
Gov. Mike Braun has ordered an
independent accounting audit.
Every Hoosier should applaud
that order, but the problems with
the IEDC are broader than an
accounting issue.

Indiana is at a point where fun-
damental questions about eco-
nomic development policy and
the role of the IEDC need a full-
throated public debate. It is best
to begin with what the IEDC and
the state’s development policies
get right.

Among former Gov. Mitch
Daniels’ very first public acts was
to reorganize the state’s Depart-
ment of Commerce. He moved
the business development group
to a new quasi-public corpora-
tion, the IEDC, and moved other
responsibilities in community
development, tourism, energy
development and agriculture into
their own agencies.

This reorganization worked
very well and sparked a great deal
of innovation, particularly in
rural policy. At the IEDC, the
reorganization attracted talented
staff and leadership who embod-
ied the Daniels ethic: lean, effec-
tive, efficient and humble.

When I arrived in Indiana in
summer 2007, I was shocked at
the quality of IEDC and its small
size. It was then about 65 people.
Ohio, Illinois and Michigan had
well over 500 people working in
unwieldy organizations trying to
perform many of the same tasks.

In 2013 I co-authored an effi-
ciency study of the IEDC compar-
ing it to other groups across the

Michael
J. Hicks

country. It fared extraordinarily
well by comparison. So, too, did
its venture capital arm, which we
also studied.

The key thing about the IEDC
was the conceptual simplicity of
its mission. It acted as a support-
er of Indiana, providing services
to businesses looking for a home.
It mapped sites around the state,
oversaw a modest tax incentive
program and provided a fast, effi-
cient processing of well over 1,000
requests by businesses each year.

The Pence administration
viewed the IEDC quite similarly,
appointing seasoned business-
man to lead it. There was a mod-
est expansion of duties to oversee
the Regional Cities Initiative,
which ended up being one of the
most successful place-based eco-
nomic development policies of
the 21st century:.

All that changed during the
Holcomb administration, though
it is clear that the legislature and
new leadership played a big role
in this change. Instead of acting
as a business concierge, the IEDC
morphed into a real estate devel-
opment company, pushing the
state’s economic development
polices back into the 1970s.

This badly distorted the IEDC’s
mission, including pushing for
incentives to relocate corporate
headquarters within the state.
The most obvious, but certainly

not the only problem, was the
LEAP district in Lebanon.

Over the coming years, much
will be written about the folly of
this project. Hoosiers will be
Iucky if we taxpayers lose only a
few hundred million dollars in
the endeavor. What we do know is
that no private developer would
have done such a deal without
performing better due diligence.
The IEDC needs to get out of the
real estate development business.

We should offer Braun consid-
erable grace in dealing with this
monumental error foisted upon
his administration. But it’s also
time to wholly reconsider our
policies toward making the
Hoosier economy grow.

The first thing we should do is
acknowledge that the IEDC isn’t
going to make Indiana a prosper-
ous place. That cannot be its job.
It should tell the story of Indiana,
warn legislators when there are
problems, answer every question
apotential business has about the
state and do almost nothing else.

We also need to understand
that economic growth is a private
sector matter and the govern-
ment exists only to create condi-
tions for growth. Allocating tax
dollars to land development won’t
cause economic growth.

We also need to acknowledge
that mobile American families
and businesses aren’t looking for
low-tax environments. They
aren’t the mono-dimensional
idiots that the anti-tax crowd sup-
poses them to be.

American families and busi-
nesses are savvy and look for
places where the quality of pub-
lic services is a good match to
their taxes. They are looking for

value, not just price.

In the modern economy, jobs
follow people. People don’t follow
jobs. That’s been increasingly
true for a half-century. Today,
only a tiny fraction of new jobs
are created in the types of busi-
nesses that could be lured
through tax incentives, the tradi-
tional tool of economic develop-
ers.

If business tax incentives
worked, Indiana would have
among the strongest economies
in the nation. When Daniels took
office, Hoosier manufacturing
firms ranked 36th from the bot-
tom in low tax rates. Today, they
rank 4th-lowest and factory
employment is down by 10%.

I know of no researcher who
studies tax incentives and thinks
they boost job creation in any
meaningful way. Trust me, an eco-
nomics professor could get rich
by finding defensible estimates of
tax incentives boosting a region’s
economy.

It’s time to reconsider how
Indiana approaches economic
development. But, the biggest rea-
son to have a statewide debate on
economic development policy is
the passage of Senate Enrolled
Act 1 and its unintended effect on
the state’s single-largest business
incentive.

Indiana’s new tax reforms in
SEA 1 render our most common
form of tax incentives — local
property tax abatements and tax
increment financing (TIF) —
unusable and obsolete.

Since the Daniels reforms,
local governments have been able
to grant a tax abatement (no tax
payments) to businesses for up to
10 years and TIF districts for 25

years. Most local governments,
desperate for new businesses and
their tax revenues, offered lavish
abatements or created TIF dis-
tricts.

In so doing, they essentially
deferred all taxes for a decade,
knowing that after that time,
they’d be able to tax that invest-
ment at 30% of its value. For
dozens of cities and counties
with large factories and logistics
firms, this remains a major
source of tax revenues.

SEA 1 ended that. No rational
mayor or county commission will
again offer tax abatements or TIFE.
It'd be spectacularly moronic to
have a business come to a town,
use public services and never pay
a cent in taxes.

Over the past half-century, the
economy changed, making high-
quality public services that
attract new residents the ticket to
economic growth. Then, during
the Holcomb administration,
Indiana ditched its small govern-
ment economic development poli-
cy for an embarrassing and costly
real estate speculation plan. And,
finally, in a hastily developed tax
plan, the legislature effectively
ended the state’s largest and most
widely used economic develop-
ment tools.

All of these facts force Indiana
to re-examine how it approaches
economic development policy:

Hicks is the director of the Cen-
ter for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball distinguished profes-
sor of economics in the Miller Col-
lege of Business at Ball State Uni-
versity. Email him at

mhicks@bsu.edu.
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Bellefountain

|| United Methodist
| 440 S. 600 East
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends

80 E. 650 South
i Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Calvary United
Methodist
301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@
inumc.org

the Living God
(Miracle Missions)

8472 S. 800 East, Union
] City
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
1 of Prophecy

797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland

Nanette Weesner
I (260) 766-9334
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the

226
Dunkirk

Tom Fett

('765) 768-6199

Services:
p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County
2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

asburyministries.org

Boundary St. Paul

Corner of Treaty Line
Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon

(260) 726-2373

Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services:

p.m.

i bryantwesleyanchurch.com

10:30 a.m., 6

pa-k a-sak Christ Chapel
and 1 2535 Wabash Road, Fort
Recovery
M L (419) 733-1469
| christchapelfr.com
| Dunkirk - Redkey -Albany
Church of

Brethren
Floral Chicago
% / 5 %ﬁ{d/ﬂ% avenues, Portland
1 SINCE 1886 | Kevin McClung
A Century-long tradiition of service (260) 729-7295
i Owner - Director H Services: 10 a.m.
. ﬁ S Church of
H  Locally owned and operated |1 urch o
owonEscrpeL  Jonescrpr, || e Living God
T Dunkirk Redey || South  Broad Street,
T5T6E012  765369-2016 Dunkirk
MDDLETONCHAPEL  MILERCHAPEL [] . Sgrmces, 7 pm., 7 p.m.
Ridgeville Farmland riaay

Collett Nazarene

450 South, 1 mile west of
US. 27

Billy Stanton

(260) 251-2403

Services:
p.m.

10:30 a.m., 6

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville
190 W. Main St., Pennville
David Davidson
(260) 202-9718
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
Center  St.,

10:30 a.m., 6

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services:

p.m.

10:20 a.m., 6

Faith Community
9560
Dunkirk

Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

South,

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services:

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcenter.org

11 a.m., 6:30

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-
land.com

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,
Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fceftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist
341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key
Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and
6 p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,
Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6
p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school:

a.m.
firstpcportland.org

10:15

Fort Recovery Church
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St.,
Fort Recovery

(419) 375-4680

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Kids vision and teen
ministries: 6 p.m. Wendes-
day

frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St.,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Carol McKay

(304) 617-0101

Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle

468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk

Robert Thomas

(765) 348-4620

Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30
p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist
100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.
Wednesday

Gilead Church

County road 650 North,
one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren
Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street

United Methodist
435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67,
Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30
p.m. Saturday

Hopewell of
Life Ministries
County road 200 South,
2 miles east of Indiana 1
Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

Immaculate
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land

Fr. Peter Logsdon

Fr. Martin Sandhage

(260) 726-7055

Services: 5:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel

4030 S. 700 East,
Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips

Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6
p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians
403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church

216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk

Scott McClain

(765) 768-7273

Services: 9:30 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist
County roads 600 East
and 200 North
Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings
Holiness Church
of Blaine
4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship
1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m.

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist
5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East

Aaron Huey

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Oak Grove

United Methodist
829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union
City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Bob Graham

(260) 726-7777

Bible class: 9:15 a.m.

Services: 10:20 a.m.

Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-
nesday

portlandcoc.com

Portland First
Church of Nazarene
920 S. Shank St., Port-
land
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield

(765) 584-7045

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,
Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920

Services: 10 a.m.

RedkeyFaith.org

Redkey First
Christian
Union and Malin streets
Jeff Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist
122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene
801 W. High St.
Fred Stevens
(765) 369-2676
redkeynaz.org
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-
tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m.
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ
3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips

(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries
228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land
Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m.

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort
Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-
day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,
5:30 p.m. Thursday

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort
Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort
Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
3984 N. 550 West, Portland
Pastor Mike Heckman
(615) 517-1017
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Bible study: 6 p.m. Wed-
nesday

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South
and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist
17920 Indiana
Dunkirk
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2
p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
Tpillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church

at Westchester
4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

167,

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St.,
Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-
porary service, fourth Sun-
day)
pastorrobino@gmail.com

Fort

Trinity ArchBridge
Church

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

Dan Vore

(260) 726-8391

Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Services: 10:15 a.m.

portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant

Interim Pastor Chris
Kruchkow

(260) 849-0687

Services: 10:20 a.m., 6
p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens

Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North
and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ
204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land
Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof-
christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Robin Owen
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@g
mail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.

This Area
Church page is
made possible
through
the courtesy of
the following
sponsors!
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Williamson,
Spencer & Penrod

Funeral Homes, Inc.

Todd & Rob Penrod
“Serving As We
Would Be Served”
From 2 Convenient Locations
PORTLAND (260) 726-7111
PENNVILLE (260) 731-8811 [|

pak-a-sak |

We're your
Convenience
Store and a
whole lot more!

Albany
Hardware

209 W. State St.
Albany, IN 47320
765-789-4284

WINDOW
REPAR  ppg  PANT

& BIRD []
SCREEN  INSULATION SEED

REPAIR

I T T T

Behind every project is a

ThuelYabue. |

Portland True Value

Shop Local

Save Time * Save Money |
(260) 726-6263 ||

1100 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN I

Arm S Auto Bod

260.726.7343

Mike Blowers, Owner
801 N. Wayne Sireet - Portland, IN
Quality Work Since 196%
All Makes & Models
All Insurance Companies

Hours: M-F 8to 5

()%I&wk/(&e/

(CB(){I”(II/ Jalon H

(765) 768-7375

Candi Hatzell 206 S. Main St. ||

Dunkirk, IN

| INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL [}

0 i

FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC -
LIFE « HEALTH

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
MEDICARE
SUPPLEMENTS
ANNUITIES

JEFF HALL
your hometown agent
for over 30 years
(260) 729-5200
jeff@mayfg.com

111 W. Main Streete Portland, IN

T

111202 South Main Street

Zoce Morgan,
CP4 ||

00 Income Tax Preparation

0o Accounting/Bookeeping |H

o0 Payroll & Payroll Taxes M

Dunkirk, IN 47336
Ph. 765-768-6716 |||

Complete Septic
Systems
Backhoe * Dozer
Hauling * Trenching

Drain Cleaning i

I

3042 West 400 North,
Portland
p 260.726.2230 I
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SPARKPLUG'S
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YES, AND LET ME TELL
YOU, WORK WAS NUTS

TODAY !l

YOU CAN/T HIT, PUNCH,
KICK,PUSH, SLAP OR
TOSS ME

ve. Distriouted by King

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,
Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

BOOLMAN’S

Heating & Gooling

Furnace,

For Quick Drying,
Residential 8

Green Seal® Y Commercial

Approved

Donna Wendel
Gell: 260-251-1077

Auts Sales & Sewice, T,

Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service Highway 67 W,

Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

BUT I CAN
BLOWYOU
DOWN

Bricker s Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC

* Life » Health
Employee Benefits
¢ Dental ¢ Vision
* Medicare
Supplements ¢
Annuities

MATT FRANKS

your ometown agent
(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

West dealer,
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
aK B3
vi108
¢J63
A#K1T6
WEST EAST
s 10972 a4
v742 Y65
*AKQ #8752
&94 4Q10532
SOUTH
AAGS
YAKQ93
¢1094
AAR
The bidding:
West North  East South
Pass Pass Pass 1v
14 2y Pass 419

Opening lead — king of diamonds.

You might wonder how South
managed to make four hearts on
this deal. It seems he must go down
one, even if you look at all four
hands. But make it he did, and it all
came about in a very logical fash-
ion.

West started with the K-A-Q of
diamonds and shifted to a trump.
Ordinarily, declarer would win with
the ace, draw trump and play the
A-8 of clubs, planning to finesse
the jack as his best hope of avoid-
ing 4 spade loser.

But South realized that if he did
this, he would surely fail. He recog-
nized that West would not have
passed as dealer had he held a five-
card or longer spade suit headed by
at least one honor, the A-K-Q of
diamonds he had already played,
and the queen of clubs as well.

Since the club finesse was there-
fore bound to lose, South adopted
another line of play that offered a
legitimate chance for the contract.
He won West’s trump return with
the ace, led a low trump to dummy
and returned the jack of clubs!

East covered with the queen,
taken by South with the ace.
Declarer then drew the missing
trump and led the eight of clubs to
dummy’s king, picking up West's
nine along the way. Next came
dummy’s seven of clubs, and East,
holding the 10-5-3 over the 7-6, was
a dead duck. Whether he covered
or not, South could not be stopped
from sooner or later disposing of a
spade on one of dummy’s clubs.

It’s true that South needed to find
West with the 10-x or 9-x of clubs
for his plan to succeed, but he had
the kind of Tuck that is so often
associated with good card play. 1L is
sometimes necessary to forgo a
normal line of play because it 1s
certain to fail and instead substi-
tute an approach that at least ofTers
some chance of success.

Tomorrow: Test your play.

©24125 King Features Syndicate Ine,
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: HAVE YOU HEARD OF
THE NEW GROUP OF PEOPLE WHO CALL
THEMSELVES SOCIAL VEGANS? THEY AVOID

MEET.

Todav’s Crvptoauip Clue: U equals C

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS  38Jr-year DOWN 19 “Forget

1 Trade exam 1 Men- itl"

5 Poetic 39 Tire only 21 Foot-
contrac- filler 2 Corduroy  ball's
tion 40 Wise ridge Manning

8 Silicon bird 3 Fermi's 24 Pouch
Valley  42“Fantasia”  bit 25 Green
execs studio 4 Cookout prefix

12 “See ya!” 45 Prickly spots 26 Defeated

13 Actor plant 5 Bought soundly
Linden 49 Stadium ina 28 Olympic

14“—be in cheers second- skater
England 50 Suitable hand Midori
52 Pepsi shop 29 Engine

15 Oodles rival 6 Author valve

16 Genetic 53 Writer Fleming 30 Espic-
letters James 7 Balkan nage

17 Get 54 Seminary  native org.
bigger subj. 8 French 31 Hill

18 Zodiac 55 “Yeah, brandy dweller
twins right” 9 Some toll 36 Sudsy

20 Locales 56 Lincoln roads no more

22 Gut- in-law 10 Okla- 37 Fury
punch 57 Scot’s homa 38 Calm
reaction refusal tribe 41 You and |

23 Attorney's 58 Pedestal 11 Scatters 42 “Phooey!”
field part seeds 43 Shake-

24 Wimble- spearean
don Solution time: 24 mins. villain
divisions [T[R[r[ulClP] T~ [sS[N] 44 Knitting

27 South S|EJAINSRVIEIERERIEIMO fiber
American 2 i‘ 2 2":0 i 2 m 3 g g 2 46 Japanese
Ia}fe ShEE BB noodles

32Kdincry [kTILINEmCCIUcEmclolo| 47 Squeezed

33 Biblical  [E[R[AMNF|R[A[N[<B=IU[N (out)
verb vie|silliluls|TIlA[D[o]s| 48 “Fight
e

34 Fe.ml.nlne T|H[O|U BlU[Z|Z|wW|O|R|D actor
principle  FTafRiFMoROMAR 1 [s|  Jared

35 Passage- [o[o[o|sEMc|Nn[c@Y[c(n[s| 51 Pot pie
way Yesterday's answer 5.1 morsel
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GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS
You never know what you might find in
The Commercial Review Classifieds.
From a new car to a new home, to a new job,
the Classifieds deliver!
Go to thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141

20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes
Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquE,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located 620 N Pierce
Street, Portland IN
Saturday Morning
MAY 24, 2025
9:30 A.M.

REAL ESTATE
3 Bedroom manufac-
tured home with approxi-
mately 1400 square feet
of living area sitting on
concrete crawl space.
This 1994 home fea-
tures 2 full bathrooms,
gas forced air furnace,
central air, metal roof,
and attached carport
with approximately 736
square feet. This home
is situated on a 136i x
173i corner lot which is
equivalent to 3 city lots.
Property also has 2 out-
door storage sheds.
This home is located at
the east end of Portland
near the Jay County
Fairgrounds which
allows you to live in the
city limits while enjoying
the rural sitting.

For more information or
private showing contact
GARY LOY, AUCTION-
EER at (260) 726-5160
or KIM LOY, REAL
ESTATE BROKER at
(260) 729-2213.
ELDON MILLER
By Ron Miller POA
And
ROWENA MILLER,
DECEASED
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069
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Courtney Klenke of the Fort Recovery softball team rounds third
base and makes her way home to tack on the ninth run of the 12-1 victory over
Anna. Klenke scored twice in the game as a courtesy runner.

Sports on tap

into right field right along
the foul line. Dana Pleiman
nearly made a diving catch,
but only managed to get
her glove on the ball. It ric-
ocheted off her mitt, allow-
ing Will to cruise into sec-
ond base with a double for
her 121st career hit while
Paisley Hart made her way
to third.

“It was kind of a confus-
ing moment, because it was
kind of foul but it was fair;”
Will said. “We really need-
ed that (spark) because we
started out very slow and
we knew we could get on
this team. So that was just
a good moment for us.”

Hart crossed home plate
on a sacrifice bunt by Ava
Grisez. Will scored on a
first-pitch, two-run bomb
to right-center field by
Jenna Homan to put FRHS
up 3-1.

While Will’s next at bat
didn’t produce a hit — she
grounded out to shortstop
while driving Hart in —
she notched hit No. 122 on a
ground ball to third base
that plated Hart.

Will wasn’t the only Indi-
an with a big offensive day.
Other offensive standouts
for Fort Recovery (10-6)
included:

«Jenna Homan, who
drove in a team-high four
RBIs on the home run and
a double that drove in two
to walk the game off

«Hart, who led the team
with three runs scored
with a double and a walk

«Layla Armstrong, who
scored twice and drove in a
run on a single and a walk

*Grisez, who plated runs
on a sacrifice bunt and a
single to left field

Jenna Homan earned
the victory, pitching all five
innings for the Indians.
She gave up one unearned
run in the third inning
before the Tribe offense
came alive for three runs
in the bottom half, followed
by five in the fourth and
four in the fifth.

The junior got herself in
some trouble a handful of
times, but didn’t surrender
any extra runs.

In the second frame, she
walked three batters but
ended the inning by field-
ing a swinging bunt for the
final out.

She gave up a leadoff
walk in the fourth inning,
followed by a fielder’s
choice that allowed both
runners to be safe before
generating three outs with
a pair of strikeouts and
catching Pleiman trying to
steal third base.

Jenna Homan hit the
second batter of the fifth
inning and later gave up a
double to put two runners
in scoring position before
inducing her second
inning-ending  dribbler
that she picked up and
fired to first.

“The strike zone was
kind of all over the place
tonight, so I could see

Anna Rockets
vs. Fort Recovery Indians

Anna (11-7)

ab r h i
EPleiman 2b 1 1 1 0
Jenkins ¢ 2 0 0 O
Staudter ss 3 0 1 0
Cruse p 3 0 0 O
DPleiman rf 0O 0 0 O
Cohan 3b 1 0 0 O
Osborn cf 1 0 0 O
Koch 1b 1 0 0 O
Flaute If 2 0 0 O
Totals 14 1 2 0
Fort Recovery (10-6)

ab r h i
Will cf 4 2 2 2
AvGrisez ss 2 0 1 2
Homan p 4 1 2 4
Schoen 3b 2 0 2 O
AlGrisez 1b 3 0 1 0
Heitkamp rf 2 1 0 O
Post ¢ 2 0 0 O

Klenke cr 0O 2 0 O

Hart If 2 3 1 0
Armstrong 2b 2 2 1 1
Totals 23 11 10 9
Anna 001 00X X—1
Ft. Recovery003 34X X —12

LOB — Anna 6, Fort Recovery 4.
2B — Anna 1 (Staudter), Fort
Recovery Fort Recovery 3 (Will,
Homan, Hart). HR — Fort Recovery
1 (Homan). SB — Fort Recovery 4
(AvGrisez 2, Klenke 2).

IP H R ER BB SO
Anna
Cruse
Staudter 1 5 6

3 565 2 5
3 4 0

Fort Recovery
Homan 5 2 1 0 4 4

Jenna getting frustrated
but she kept battling,”
Schoen said. “She wasn’t
hitting her spots all the
time, but once things final-
ly clicked, she started to
hit those spots, we were
working on pitch at a time
and she got there.”

League (ESPN2)

Local schedule 10 p.m. — LIV Golf: L

Today

Jay County — Boys golf vs. Blackford — 4:30
p.m.; Baseball vs. Adams Central - 5 p.m.;
Girls tennis at Blackford — 5 p.m.; Softball vs.
Adams Central — 5 p.m.; Junior high baseball at
Blackford — 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball at Versailles - 5
p.m.; Softball vs. Versailles — 5 p.m.; Middle
school track at Coldwater JH Track Invite — 4:30
p.m.

TV sports
Today

12:40 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals at
Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indiana)

2:30 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Not-
tingham Forest at Brentford (USA)

5 p.m. — College lacrosse: Big Ten Tourna-
ment (BTN)

7 p.m. — College baseball:
Arkansas (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: New York Knicks
at Detroit Pistons (TNT)

8 p.m. — USL Championship soccer:
Louisville City at Lexington (FOX)

9:40 p.m. — MLB: Detroit Tigers at Los
Angeles Angels (FOX)

(USA)

Cincinnati Reds (FDSN In
Texas at

Louis Battlehawks (FOX)
Friday

Jay County — Track at New Castle — 5 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Track at New Bremen -

Louis Cardinals (FDSN In
10:30 p.m. — LIV Gol
10:30 p.m. — Majo

Friday
1 p.m. — Horse racing: Kentucky Oaks

6:10 p.m. — MLB: Washington Nationals at
8 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series:

SpeedyCash.com 250 (FS1)
8 p.m. — UFL: Arlington Renegades at St.

Local notes
Registration open
Registration for the 35th annual Flat 50 Plus
bicycle ride in Adams County is now open. To
register, visit RunSignUp.com.
There are rides ranging from 20 to 100 miles

IV Golf Korea (FS1)

long.
diana) g

refreshments.

8:15 p.m. — MLB: New York Mets at St.

diana)
f: LIV Golf Korea (FS1)
r League Rugby: Los

The event will be held at 7 a.m. Saturday, June
21. It will start at Bellmont High School and will
have stops in Willshire, Geneva and Monroe with

The Adams County 5K Run/Walk Challenge
is set to begin May 10.
The Challenge includes seven races and the

100 participants over the age of 19 to compete
in five or more events.

Registration
www.adamscounty5kchallenge.com and can be
submitted to Debra Gerber at 656 W Van Buren
St., Berne, IN 46711.

The series fee is $125 with a tshirt

forms are available at

included in each race or $90 without it. For

students under the age of 18 registering, the
cost will be $100 with the t-shirts or $80
without.

The first race, Monroe Lions 5K, is set for
May 10 at 8:15 a.m. For more information

Challenge set

contact Alan Arnold at (260) 216-1101 or
email pamalarn@myfibersolution.com.

To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

4:30 p.m. 10 p.m. — MMA: Professional Fighters Angeles at Seattle Seawolves (FOX) Challenge Series award will be given to the first  details to sports@thecr.com.
190 FARMERS
90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE COLUMN 260 PUBLIC AUCTION
PUBLIC AUCTION books and other assort-  and trailer has been set LUMBER SALE, DRIED AG RENTAL Spreaders: P U BL | C AU CTlON
Located: 505 West Line ed items. up as a mobile retail RED OAK, White Ash, BBI, Artsway Vertical.
Street, Geneva, IN MOWERS A TRAILER - unit; Barnett crossbow American EIm @ 6565 S New Holland 228 skid
Saturday Morning TOOLS and arrow with scope; 000 Road, Berne, IN. loaders  w/full  cab, Located at 620 N Pierce Street, Portland Indiana

MAY 3, 2025
REAL ESTATE WILL
SELL AT
9:30 A.M.
Personal property will
sell immediately follow-
ing real estate.
REAL ESTATE:

1 Q story home with 3
bedrooms, 1 full bath-
room and 1426 square
feet of living area.
Home has gas forced air
furnace with central air,
gas water heater, a
water softener and a
partial basement. The
kitchen has nice oak
cabinets with space for
a table along with a din-
ing room. There is a 24i
X 26i 2 car detached
garage with heat and
water, a small utility barn
with a walk in cooler and
a 32i x 48i pole barn
that has a workshop
with heat and water.
This property sits on
2.06 acres. This proper-
ty has been well main-
tained and has a spa-
cious yard.

For more information or
private showing contact
LOY REAL ESTATE KIM
LOY BROKER 260-726-
2700 OR GARY LOY
AUCTIONEER 260-726-
5160
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
fi OLD & COLLECTOR
ITEMS
Whirlpool refrigerator;
GE washer & dryer;
Coldspot freezer; vin-
tage Frigidaire refrigera-
tor; vintage upholstered
occasional chair;
deer head mount; Coke
and 7Up wood cases;
JEWELRY: 10k ladies
ring (4.7g), 14K ladies
ring (7.3g), COINS: Sil-
ver Dollars
(1881,1885,1922), Walk-
ing Liberty Silver Half
Dollars
(1927,1934,1935,1936,1
939,1941,1942,
1943), along with other
coins not listed.
BOOKS i TRI STATE
MEMORABILIA
Large collection of Gene
Stratton Porter Books
(80+),

; Tri State belt buckles,
collector engines, mugs,

Cub Cadet 1250 Hydro-
stat mower; International
tiller for garden tractor;
Craftsman gas blower;
US 1941 and 1945
hatchets; screws; wash-
ers; bolts; nuts; wood
and metal pulleys; fish-
ing poles; antlers; hoes;
shoves; corn jobber;
hammers; galvanized
cans; and other items
not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
We will be running 2
rings most of the day.
KEN & MARCELLA
DOHERTY, Deceased
By Lois Debolt and
Penny Hirschy
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall at the Jay
County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,
IN
MAY 10, 2025
9:30 A. M.

OLD ITEMS & COLLEC-
TORS ITEMS A
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
Oak 2 pc. cupboard; tall
entry bench with coat
pegs; old mustard cabi-
net; (2) hump back
trunks; ; Royal Crest
iCastle Rosef Sterling
flatware (123 pieces);
Sterling spoons; Sterling
candleholders; Sterling
tray and 2 teapots;Port-
land Typhoons, 1942
thru 1945; JEWELRY:
10k ring (3.7g), 10K ring
(3.3g), 10K heart neck-
lace (1.6g), 14K ring
(2.3g); Boyds Bears;
drums and guitars; (2)
Star Wars Battling
Drones (new); LARGE
ASSORTMENT OF
GNOMES; large lot of
holiday dEcor; and many
other items not listed.
TRAILER - BOWS A
TOOLS
2017 Look 20i x 8i tan-
dem axle enclosed trail-
er with generator, refrig-
erator, air conditioning

Browning compound
bow and arrows; 5i
bridge for outdoors; Big
Dog tree stand safety
harness;12V clay throw-
er; yard tools; hand
tools; and many other
items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Please note that we will
be running 2 rings a por-
tion of the day. Doors
will open at 8:00 a.m.
day of auction for pre-
view.
JOANNA STONE,
Deceased
And
BOLLENBACHER FAMI-
LY
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling.  260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

PORTLAND WATER
PARK is accepting appli-
cation for CERTIFIED
lifeguards for the 2025
season. Applications are
also being accepted for
concession stand work-
ers. No certification is
required. The Water Park
is open 7 days per week
and employees will be
expected to work week-
ends. Applications are
available at Portland City
Hall, The City of Portland
website, and Portland
Water Park Facebook
page. 2025 season runs
May 24th through mid to
late August. Applications
will be accepted at City
Hall, 321 N. Meridian St.,
until Friday, May 2nd at
4:00p.m. The City of
Portland is and Equal
Opportunity Employer.

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

170 PETS

AKC ENGLISH
LABRADORS for sale
Black/Yellow, health
checked, 1st set of vac-
cines. Ready Motheris
Day! Call 419-852-3331

heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing,  ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumis Salvage

READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF PROPOSED
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS
Notice is hereby given the taxpayers of Jay County, Indiana that
the proper legal officers of Jay County Council at the Jay County
Court House, at 6:00 o'clock p.m., on the 14th day of May, 2025
will consider the following additional appropriations in excess
of the budget for the current year.

Amount Approved
COUNTY GENERAL $52,200.00
1000-007-40-0014 Coroner - Vehicles $47,000.00
1000-232-20-0043 Circuit Court -
Other Operating Supplies  $2,200.00
1000-232-40-0011 Circuit Court -
Office Equipment $3,000.00
LIT- ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT $175,000.00
1112-001-40-0032 Bridge Repair (Culvert) $175,000.00
PROSECUTOR PRE-TRIAL DIVERSION $5,376.47
1182-001-10-0017 Social Security $309.65
1182-001-10-0016 Wages $4,994.40
1182-001-10-0017 FICA/Med $72.42
CORNERSTONE PERPETUATION $2,000.00
1202-001-30-0146 Location of Cornerstones  $2,000.00
INFRASTRUCTURE $15,000.00
4908-001-30-0215 Jay County Fairgrounds  $15,000.00
ARP-2021 CLFRF $10,159.73
8950-001-30-0148 Professional Services-
Ritter Strategic $8,100.00

8950-001-30-0148
Total

Professional Services- REA $2,059.73

$259,736.20

Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be
heard. The additional appropriation as finally made will be re-
ferred to the Department of Local Government Finance. The
DLGF will make a written determination as to the sufficiency of
funds to support the appropriations made within fifteen (15)
days of receipt of a certified copy of the action time.
Emily Franks
Jay County Auditor

CR 5-1-2025-HSPAXLP

on Saturday Morning

MAY 24, 2025

9:30 AM.
REAL ESTATE

3 Bedroom manufactured home with approximately
1400 square feet of living area sitting on concrete
crawl space. This 1994 home features 2 full
bathrooms, gas forced air furnace, central air, metal
roof, and attached carport with approximately 736
square feet. This home is situated on a 136’ x 173’
corner lot which is equivalent to 3 city lots.
Property also has 2 outdoor storage sheds. This
home is located at the east end of Portland near the
Jay County Fairgrounds which allows you to live in
the city limits while enjoying the rural sitting.
Terms of sale are 10% nonrefundable deposit day of
auction and balance within 45 days. Seller to
furnish Owners Title Insurance and Warranty Deed.
Buyers will assume taxes due and payable in
November 2025 and thereafter. Any inspections
must be made prior to auction date and will be at the
potential buyer’s expense. Any statements made
day of auction will take precedence over previously
printed or oral matter. For more information or
private  showing contact GARY LOY,
AUCTIONEER at (260) 726-5160 or KIM LOY,
REAL ESTATE BROKER at (260) 729-2213.
PERSONAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE REAL ESTATE.

ELDON MILLER

By Ron Miller POA

ROWENA MILLER, DECEASED

LOY AUCTION AC31600027
AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy AU 01031608
Travis Theurer AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata AU12400069
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Emma Will goes

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY — Carrie
Schoen has coached Emma
Will for a majority of her life,
starting as a youth player, all
the way up to varsity.

Over those years, Schoen
watched Will collect an abun-
dance of hits.

At the varsity level, those
hits have added up to the point
where Schoen got to watch the
senior make Tribe history.

Will went 2-for-4 to break the
Fort Recovery High School
softball team’s career hits
record and help the Indians to
a 12-1 victory over the Anna
Rockets on Tuesday.

“It was exciting,” Will said.
“I'm just proud of myself,
because I did work hard for
this and I hope to break
records, but I didn’t know I
was this close. ... I'm just
proud to represent Fort Recov-
ery and I hope people look up
to me and see my hard work as
an example.”

With a pair of hits against
Anna (11-7), Will surpassed
Brenna Homan for Fort Recov-
ery’s all-time hits leader.
Homan, who went on the play
at the University of St. Fran-
cis, set her record of 120 hits in
2021.

“I’'m so incredibly proud of
her,” said FRHS coach Carrie
Schoen. “She’s worked so hard
to get where she’s at and she’s
just the greatest kid. She’s one
of the most coachable kids and
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Fort Recovery High School freshman Paisley Hart slides in safely before Anna’s catcher, lzzy Jenkins, can attempt a
tag during the Indians’ 12-1 win on Tuesday. Hart scored three runs in the win that featured Emma Will breaking the school

record in hits.

I’'ve had so much fun coaching
her. I’ve been coaching her
since she was a kindergartener,
through summer ball, through
travel ball, through high school

ball and just to see her flourish
and do as well as she’s done it
makes my heart so happy. I'm
very proud of her.”

While Will didn’t realize it,

the FRHS senior entered the
game already tied for record.

Homan achieves perfection

FORT RECOVERY — Alex Dues
tossed the first perfect game in
the Tribe’s history last season as
part of a 4-0 victory over New
Bremen.

While it was only in five
innings, Caden Homan followed
in Dues’ footsteps.

Homan joined his former team-
mate as he achieved perfection in
the Fort Recovery High School
baseball team’s 13-0 victory over

the New Knoxville Rangers on
Tuesday.

Homan joins Dues as just the
second pitcher from Fort Recov-
ery (104, 2-3 Midwest Athletic
Conference) to throw a perfect
game. He also added his name to
the list of Indian pitchers with
no-hitters that is made up of
Jerry Orbringer, Dale Bruns,
Dominique Coughling, Nick
Twaits and Dues.

Homan struck out seven batters
in his five-inning perfect game.

There was no shortage of offen-
sive production in the game
either.

Mason Diller led the Fort
Recovery offense with seven
RBISs, three hits and two runs.

The Indians loaded the bases in
the fifth inning without creating
an out before Diller made his way
to the batter’s box. He took the

first pitch to left field for a walk-
off grand slam to send New
Knoxville (2-8, 0-6 MAC) home.

Diller also smacked a bases-
clearing double in the second
inning and an RBI single in the
fourth.

Austin Siegrist and Brodie
Hart also drove in a pair of runs
apiece. Siegrist and Cody Klenke
led FRHS with three runs scored
in the contest.

Doncic donates $5,000 to restore Kobe mural

By JOSEPH SERNA
and NATHAN SOLIS
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

LOS ANGELES — The
first step toward restoring
a Kobe and Gianna Bryant
mural that was tagged in
downtown Los Angeles has
already begun, less than a
day after news broke that
the artwork had been van-
dalized.

On Tuesday morning,
Lakers star Luka Doncic’s
foundation donated $5,000
to a fundraiser to help
restore the art piece, locat-
ed on a building at 14th and
Main streets.

“Kobe is L.A. He and
Gigi mean so much to this
city, to the Lakers organi-
zation and to me personal-

ly,” Doncic said Tuesday
through a representative.
“I'm happy to do anything
to help make sure he and
his daughter are honored.”

In a Monday Instagram
post, the account @Kobe-
mural shared before-and-
after photos of the Mam-
bas Forever mural in
which Lakers legend
Bryant is memorialized in
uniform and lovingly hold-
ing and Kissing his daugh-
ter, Gigi, who is holding a
basketball. Next to them,
written in Old English
style, “Mambas Forever”
is painted in purple and

white, similar to street tag-
ging visible throughout
the city.

“Unfortunately one of
the first Kobe and Gigi
murals has been vandal-
ized in Downtown Los
Angeles,” said the image
caption. “We’re sharing to
bring awareness to the
community of fans here in
LA, and around the world,
who respect and appreci-
ate artists and their mural
tributes.”

The caption directs fans
to a GoFundMe account to
help with restoring the
mural.

gold. Artist Louie “Sloe”
Now the mural has been Motions said that until the
vandalized with giant bub- recent vandalism, the

ble letters outlined in
black and filled in with

mural had been untouched
since he finished it in 2020.

He plans to place a protec-
tive paint coat on the
mural with the proceeds
from donations.

“As in life, unfortunate
situations will always
arise and is expected but
it’s all about how we
rebound from those situa-
tions,” he wrote in a mes-
sage to The Los Angeles
Times.

When he learned of

Doncic’s gift for the
mural’s restoration,
Motions said he was

shocked and had a mes-
sage for the Lakers’ recent-
ly acquired star.

“I’d like to say thank you
to Luka and I'm proud he
is a Laker now and repre-
senting Los Angeles and I
know Kobe is proud,”

Motions said. “I’'m sure
this alone will have him in
the hearts of everyone in
Los Angeles. Representing
us the right way, a great
hooper [and] soul. Thank u
from Los Angeles Luka, I
will return the favor.”
Murals memorializing
Bryant can be found
throughout L.A., created
after the 41-year-old, his
daughter, 13, and seven

others — John Altobelli,
56; Keri Altobelli, 46;
Alyssa  Altobelli, 13;
Christina Mauser, 38,

Sarah Chester, 45; Payton
Chester, 13; and pilot Ara
Zobayan, 50 — died Jan. 26,
2020, when the helicopter
Zobayan was flying
crashed in the hills of Cal-
abasas.
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A Chotred Taste

Free Community Concert

The twenty-two voices of 4 Choired Taste will sing under the direction of Eric Rogers,
with Linda Braun as the accompanist. The choir will perform American, Irish, and Scottish
folk songs, as well as contemporary secular and sacred music. The community choir will be

joined by local instrumentalists, Pete Vogler, Reid Knuth, and Zec Landers.

First Presbyterian Church of Portland is sponsoring A Choired Taste

as a part of its community outreach program.
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ADMISSION IS FREE OF CHARGE

Tuesday, May 6, 2025 at 7:00 pm

First Presbyterian Church, 402 North Ship St., Portland, IN

Will only needed one pitch in
the second inning to write her
The record stayed in Homan’s own name into the record
name after Will flew out to cen- books.
ter field in her first at bat.

See Hit page 7

Roessner
breaks
records

FORT LORAMIE, Ohio
Anna Roessner has
already established herself
as one of the best sprinters
in the Indians’ history and
made it even more appar-
ent in the most recent meet.
Roessner broke two of
her own school records as
the Fort Recovery High
School track teams compet-
ed in a quad meet at Fort
Loramie on Tuesday.

The girls totaled 41 points
to claim third place out of
four teams. Anna won the
meet with 95 points, while
Fort Loramie came up just
short at 94. Anna also won
the boys competition with
124.5 points, while FRHS
fell to fourth with 19.5.

Roessner led the girls by
placing first in the 100-
meter (11.92 seconds) and
200-meter dashes (24.47)
and breaking her own
school records in the
process.

The only other victory
came from Karlie Niekamp
in the discus as a throw of
120 feet, 4 inches, claimed
the top spot.

Other points for the girls
came from:

*The 4x200 relay team
that finished second

«Kennedy Muhlenkamp
in the 800 run (third place)

«Joelle Kaup in the 3,200
run (third)

«Alivia Brunswick in the
long jump (third)

«Aubrey Shuttleworth in
the 400 dash (fourth)

‘Riley Heitkamp in the
3,200 run (fourth)

«Madison Heitkamp in
the 100 hurdles and 300 hur-
dles (both fifth)

*Theresa Hipple in the
high jump (fifth)

The boys team was led by
a pair of Indians that were
runners-up in their events.
Isaac Roessner ran a time
of 55.76 seconds to finish
second in the 400 run. Car-
son Fullenkamp finished
second in the shot put with
amark of 41 feet, 1.5 inches.
Roessner also added a
third-place finish in the
long jump.

Other boys to earn points
were:

*Reese Diller in the 800
run (third)

«Will Faller in the shot
put (fourth)

*Troy Post in the 100 dash
(fifth)

«Andy Niekamp in the
pole vault (fifth)



