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The Portland Foundation is
accepting applications for its
summer grant cycle. The dead-
line for summer scholarships
and Women’s Giving Circle
Grants is June 11. For summer
grants, the deadline for
Teacher Creativity Mini
Grants and Dr. Donald John-
son grants is June 26. To apply,
visit portlandfoundation.org.

Tuesday — Results from the
JCHS baseball team at the
Wapahani Invitational.

Wednesday — Coverage of
next week’s Portland City
Council meeting.

Thursday — Details from
this week’s Portland Park
Board meeting.

In review Coming up

James Plodzien, 77, Port-
land

Jimmy Miskinis, 74,
Muncie

Dorotha Teagle, 92, Hart-
ford City

Details on page 2.

Deaths
Jay County had a high

temperature of  72 degrees
Friday. 

Expect a high of  60 today
with a 50% chance of  show-
ers. Rain is expected tonight
with a low in the upper 40s
and Sunday, when the high
will top out in the upper 50s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Weather

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

A proposed moratorium
on battery storage facili-
ties advanced Thursday.

Portland Plan Commis-
sion members voted unani-
mously to recommend to
Portland City Council that
it place a one-year morato-
rium.

The issue is expected to
be on the Portland City
Council agenda for May 19.

There were no com-
ments Thursday during
the public hearing on the
moratorium.

Jay/Portland Building
and Planning director
John Hemmelgarn noted
that Jay County REMC has
expressed interest in a bat-
tery storage unit at POET
Biorefining southwest of
the city. That site falls
within the city’s 2-mile
buffer for zoning rules.

He said the moratorium
would allow time for
research on such facilities
and to develop an ordi-
nance to govern them.

“I just want a chance to
get ahead of  it,” said Hem-
melgarn. 

He noted that a morato-
rium can be lifted early or
extended, if  necessary.

Plan commission mem-
ber and former mayor
Randy Geesaman said he
feels the moratorium is the
proper way to handle the
situation.

Commission members
Bart Darby, Kent McClung,
Ashley Hilfiker, Chad
Aker, Kyle Cook, Ron Laux
and Geesaman, absent
Jerry Alexander and Steve
McIntosh, voted to recom-
mend the moratorium.

Jay County Commis-
sioners approved a one-
year moratorium on bat-
tery storage and new solar
facilities at their meeting
Monday.

Fatality on 26

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Work at the city’s wastewater
treatment plant is moving
along.

Officials will need to update
documentation with the state to
reflect a change in the timeline.

Jeff  Hersha of  Jones and
Henry Engineers of  Fort Wayne,
updated Portland Board of
Works on the project Thursday
and asked that a work session be
scheduled to update the city’s
long-term control plan.

The more than $18.3 million
overall project includes the con-
struction of  a wet weather
pump station and an equaliza-
tion basin. Both are part of  the
city’s 2008 agreed order with
Indiana Department of  Envi-
ronmental Management and the
city’s long-term control plan.

The new system will allow

excess water to be pumped into
the equalization basin during
times when the city's facility is
overloaded. That water can then
be pumped back and treated
before being discharged.

Hersha reported that James S.
Jackson Company of  Bluffton
continues to make progress on
the wet weather pump station.
He said excavation for the proj-
ect is at about the halfway point.

He added that Jutte Excavat-
ing, which is handling the
equalization basin, expects to
have materials arriving soon
and begin staging for its portion
of  the project this month.

The project that officially
started in June 2024 has a com-
pletion date of  2025 in the long-
term control plan. Because of
various delays, the expected
completion date is now Oct. 9,
2026.

Hersha said he has been in
communication with Indiana
Department of  Environmental
Management about the time-
line and the reasons for the
delays. But, he added, the city

will need to formally update its
long-term control plan to
reflect that change and submit
it to the state agency for
approval.

“I expect that we would be

successful,” said Hersha. “The
circumstances are understood
by everyone in the state, or
everyone in the country. But it
is a box that we’ll need to check.

See Timeline page 2

City plan
commission
recommends
moratorium

Battery
storage 
pause
advances
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The City of Portland will need to update its long-term control plan with Indiana
Department of Environmental Management relating to work at its wastewater treatment plant.
Pictured above, a crew works Friday on excavation for a wet weather pump station that is part
of the $18.3 million project. The work is now expected to be complete in fall 2026.
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A rural Fort Recovery man died late Friday morning when the truck he was driving went off the north side of
Indiana 26 between county roads 500 East and 600 East, struck a utility pole and flipped before coming to a stop in a
field. Gregory C. McEldowney, 51, was pronounced dead at the scene.

Board of Works will need to update
its long-term control plan with IDEM

Shifting
timeline

A rural Fort Recovery man
died Friday when the truck he
was driving went off  of  Indi-
ana 26, struck a utility pole
and flipped.

Gregory C. McEldowney, 51,
was pronounced dead at the
scene of  the incident on the
north side of  the highway
between county roads 500 East
and 600 East.

According to a Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office report, McEl-
downey was traveling east on
Indiana 26 about 11:40 a.m.
Friday when the 2007 Chevro-
let Silverado he was driving
crossed the center line and
went off  the north side of  the
road for an unknown reason.
It struck a culvert, became air-
borne and started to flip. The

top of  the truck then struck a
Jay County REMC utility pole,
snapping it, and the vehicle
continued to roll several times
before coming to a stop upside
down 88 feet north of  the high-
way. 

McEldowney was ejected
from the vehicle, with his
body ending up under the bed
of  the pickup truck. 

He suffered injuries to his
entire body, with internal
injuries listed as the most
severe.

The vehicle is owned by the
Mark P. McEldowney Trust,
567 Mercer Darke County Line
Road, Fort Recovery. Damage
to the truck was estimated at
$25,000 to $50,000. It was
towed.

FR man died in crash on Friday



By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana Attorney Gener-
al Todd Rokita’s  claims
about a sitting lawmaker —
that she stopped an immi-
gration bill for “personal
reasons” — could land him
in more legal hot water
after she lodged a discipli-
nary action against him.

Rokita, in an archived
April 30 interview with
radio host Casey Hendrick-
son, said the bill “stalled”
because “someone had a
personal grudge against
the language,” naming
Fort Wayne Sen. Liz Brown
as the barrier. 

“… (She) told me one of
the reasons was she’s got a

family member who’s an
illegal alien,” Rokita told
Hendrickson.

In a statement shared
with the Indiana Capital
Chronicle, a spokesperson
for Brown called the claim
“blatantly false.”

Brown went on to con-
firm that she’d filed an offi-
cial grievance and request
for an investigation into
Rokita’s comments with
the Indiana
Supreme Court Discipli-
nary Commission.

When author Rep. J.D.
Prescott was asked about
the bill’s demise by the
Indiana Capital Chronicle,
he referred questions to
Brown. 
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JAY COUNTY DUST 
CONTROL PROGRAM 

(300 Ft. Minimum) Cost. .. $1.40 per foot
PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING APPLICATION CONDITIONS:

Jay County Highway Department 
1035 E 200N, PORTLAND, INDIANA 47371

For More Information, call 726-8701 

James Plodzien
Nov. 18, 1947-April 24, 2025

James Plodzien, age 77, of  Port-
land passed away peacefully at his
home on Thursday, April 24, 2025. 

He was born in Elgin, Illinois, on
Nov. 18, 1947, the son of  Chester and
Virginia Plodzien. James had
worked as a nursing home adminis-
trator and also as a
construction manag-
er and inspector. He
graduated from Crys-
tal Lake Central High
School and Milton
College in Wisconsin.

Surviving are three
sons, Michael
Plodzien (wife: Moni-
ca) of  Portland,
Shaun McKenna of  Elgin, Illinois,
and T.J. Plodzien (wife: Melissa) of
Carol Stream, Illinois; one daughter,
Jennifer Couture (husband: Dan) of
Lombard, Illinois; one brother, Don
Plodzien (wife: Annette) of  Crystal
Lake, Illinois; one sister, Sandra
Rodgers (husband: Steve) of  New
Zealand; and 10 grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by a
daughter, Kimberly Plodzien.

Memorial services will be held on
Wednesday, May 7, at 7 p.m. in the
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home with
Fr. Peter Logsdon presiding. Visita-
tion will be from 6 to 7 p.m. prior to
the services.

Memorials can be made to Jay
County Conservation Club.

Condolences may be expressed at
bairdfreeman.com.

Jimmy Miskinis
July 18, 1950-May 1, 2025

On May 1, 2025, Jimmy A. Miski-
nis, known to his friends and loved
ones as Jim, peacefully left his
earthly home. 

Born on July 18,
1950, in Muncie, Indi-
ana, he spent the
majority of  his life in
the warmth of
Dunkirk, Indiana,
where he was known
for his compassion,
loyalty and creative
spirit. 

Jim was a loving husband, a
devoted father and grandfather, and
a friend to many. He was a man of
many talents — a skilled hot end
operator and journeyman at Kerr
Glass, a dedicated member of  the
Dunkirk American Legion and a
proud United States Marine during
Vietnam. 

Yet, his most cherished role was
that of  a family man. As the
renowned author George Bernard
Shaw once said, “Life is no brief
candle to me. It is a sort of  splendid
torch which I have got hold of  for
the moment, and I want to make it
burn as brightly as possible before
handing it on to future genera-
tions.” For Jim, his family was that
splendid torch — a source of  joy,
love and inspiration.

Jim’s zest for life was evident in
his hobbies and interests. Be it
exploring the world of  words
through reading, cultivating beauty
in his flower garden or indulging in
the art of  cooking, he embraced
every moment life offered him. But
the times that truly brought a twin-
kle to his eyes were the moments
spent with his family and his
beloved canine companion, Zoey.
His love for his family was deep, his
loyalty unwavering and his compas-
sion knew no bounds. 

He is survived by his loving wife,
Connie; his daughters Dawn and
Angie; his granddaughter Chelsea;
five great-grandchildren; and his

sister Dorothy Miskinis (Lewie
Mays). 

He was preceded in death by his
parents, John and Audrey Miskinis;
his granddaughter Jamie Kelsay;
and his brothers, Kenny, Donnie and
Dub Miskinis.

A gathering of  family and friends
to celebrate Jim’s life will be held on
Tuesday, May 6, 2025, at 2 to 4 p.m. at
the Wilson-Shook Funeral Homes
and Cremation Center (Dunkirk
Memorial Chapel), located at 317 N.
Main St., Dunkirk, Indiana. A cele-
bration of  life will follow at 4 p.m.
We invite all who knew and loved
Jim to join us in honoring his life
and his legacy. 

We encourage you to share your
memories of  Jim and upload photos
to the memorial page at wilson-
shookfh.com, as we remember a man
who, in his own unique and special
way, touched the lives of  so many. 

As Maya Angelou beautifully
expressed, “People will forget what
you said, people will forget what you
did, but people will never forget how
you made them feel.” 

May Jim’s love, compassion and
creative spirit continue to inspire
us all.

Dorotha E. Teagle, Hartford City, a
Pennville High School graduate, Jan. 15,
1933-May 1, 2025. Services will be at
11 a.m. Friday at Walker & Glancy
Funeral Home, 109 W. Windsor St.,
Montpelier.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

Continued from page 1
The board did not set a work ses-

sion at the meeting but will look to
do so in the next few weeks.

Also related to the project, the
board approved a $586,318.50 pay
request from James Jackson for
work completed in March.

In other business, the board:
•Approved a contract with

LeeAnn Miller of  Reclaiming
Design to purchase the properties
at 208 and 210 N. Meridian St. The
contract lays out a timeline of  five
years for her to complete upgrades
to the properties, including adding
real or artificial grass for greenery,
seating, tables and more whimsical
elements such as a trellis, lighting
and flowers. (The board had

approved the sale to Miller at its
March meeting.)

•Agreed to reimburse Charles
Street resident Cliff  Moser $335 for
plumbing work to fix a problem
that was later discovered to be
caused by an issue with a city lift
station that had gone offline.
(Moser originally visited city coun-
cil on April 21. Council members
supported his request but advised
him that it was a board of  works
decision.)

•Approved a six-month extension
of  a waiver of  sewage fees for Kyle
Love, whose home was destroyed
in the September tornado. He said
he is close to beginning to rebuild,
with a goal of  occupying the new
house in September.

•Tabled a decision on leveling
and seeding the lot at the south-
west corner of  Main and Com-
merce streets, the former site of
the Bailey Building. Board mem-
bers said they want to take another
look at the property and decide
whether concrete at the southeast
corner of  the property should be
removed as part of  the project.

•Denied a request from Pam
Zielinski to have a $9.64 late fee on
a utility bill waived. She said she
did not receive the bill. Board
members said the late fee was
assessed following the city ordi-
nance and expressed concern
about being flooded with similar
requests if  they made an excep-
tion.

Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 5-0-0
Daily Four: 4-6-4-8
Quick Draw: 3-4-7-

12-13-21-23-27-30-35-37-
44-47-51-56-62-63-67-70-
71

Ohio
Midday

Pick 3: 2-5-4
Pick 4: 5-9-0-6
Pick 5: 8-6-2-8-6

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $44

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $80

million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.80
June corn .................4.82
July corn .................4.85

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.87
June corn ................4.91
July corn..................4.94

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.79
June corn ................4.74
Beans ......................10.68

June beans ............10.58
Wheat ......................5.03

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.76
June corn ................4.78
Beans ......................10.68
June beans ............10.70
Wheat .......................4.93

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.79
June corn ................4.81
Beans ......................10.38
June beans ............10.43
Wheat ......................4.83

In 1494, Christopher
Columbus spotted the
island of  Jamaica. Span-
ish colonists settled the
island 15 years later.

In 1972, the Bryant
High School baseball
team clobbered Southern
Wells 11-0. Jim Wendel
tossed a two-hit shutout
for the Owls, and Ron
Wendel had three hits.

In 1973, Portland
native Philip D. Young
announced plans to open
a law practice in the city.
He had served as produc-
tion control manager at
Jay Garment Co. before
enrolling in the Indiana
University School of
Law.

In 2018, the Fort
Recovery High School
baseball team locked up
its first Midwest Athletic

Conference champi-
onship as it clobbered
visiting New Knoxville
10-0 in five innings.

In 2022, local Republi-
cans backed former Jay
County Sheriff  Ray New-
ton for a return to the
office as he defeated
Tony Lennartz and
Patrick Wells in the pri-
mary election. Newton,
who had served from
2007 through 2015, went
on to win the general
election.

In 2022, a leaked docu-
ment indicated the U.S.
Supreme Court was plan-
ning to overturn the his-
toric Roe v. Wade abor-
tion rights ruling. (An
official decision from the
court would not come
until June.)

—The CR

CR almanac

57/47 60/47 66/49 72/49 68/45
Skies will

be partly
sunny with a
high of 68.

The high
will climb into
the low 70s
under partly
sunny skies.
There is a
30% chance
of rain.

There is a
30% chance
of rain, mainly
in the after-
noon. Skies
will otherwise
be partly
sunny.

Sunday
5/4

Monday
5/5

Tuesday
5/6

Wednesday
5/7

Thursday
5/8

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community

Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

7 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council, town hall,
105 N. Washington St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

The fore-
cast calls for
a high of 60
degrees with
a 40%
chance of
showers.

Sunday’s
forecast calls
for rain, with
up to a quar-
ter inch pos-
sible. Winds
will reach 20
mph.

Obituaries

Plodzien

Miskinis

Timeline ...

Today
Faller, Peg:  Noon, Brock-

man Boeckman Funeral Home,
308 S. Wayne St., Fort Recovery.

Tuesday
Miskinis, Jimmy: 4 p.m., Wil-

son-Shook Funeral Home,
Dunkirk Memorial Chapel, 317
N. Main St., Dunkirk.

Smith, Mary: 3 p.m.,
Meacham Funeral Service, 648
W. State St., Albany.

Wednesday
Plodzien, James: 7 p.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Friday
Teagle, Dorotha: 11 a.m.,

Walker & Glancy Funeral Home,
109 W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Sen. Brown
sues AG Rokita



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

ROAD RIDERS FOR
JESUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  each month in the West
Walnut Church of  Christ
fellowship hall, 204 W. Wal-
nut St., Portland. (Please
enter from the door facing
the alley on the north side
of  the building.) For more
information, call (260) 726-
8463.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information, call
(800) 589-1121.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United

Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance
C, 510 W. Votaw St., Port-
land.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

SINGLES AND SEPA-
RATES SUPPORT GROUP
— For anyone who’s lost a
loved one or has a spouse
living in long-term care or
suffering from an illness,
the group will meet at 2
p.m. the first Wednesday
of  each month in the
Arthur & Gloria Musel-
man Wellness Pavilion in
Berne. For more informa-
tion, call Sarah Conrad at
(260) 589-4496.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Jay County Optimist Clubs

Respect for Law Week

May 4 
through 
May 11

Thank
an officer

This Week!

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: My stepdaughter,
“Allie,” (whom I’ve raised as my
own since she was 2), has banned
my 39-year-old daughter’s 19-year-
old girlfriend “Taylor” from com-
ing to her house for the holidays.
She dislikes that Taylor is 20
years younger than her sister.
Because of  this, I decided to cele-
brate the holidays at my house
instead of  hers. 

My husband had a massive
stroke four years ago, and it is dif-
ficult for him to spend much time
away from home. Because Taylor
would be there, Allie decided not
to be present. She hung up on
both of  us when we tried to dis-
cuss the situation with her, and
we haven’t spoken to her since. 

My sister-in-law told my hus-
band we need to reach out to Allie
so we “have no regrets.” We
declined because Allie has always
been a diva who lies and manipu-
lates. How should this be han-
dled? At this point, I want to say
I’m done because I don’t feel we
should be the ones to apologize. —
WELCOMING IN LOUISIANA

DEAR WELCOMING: Ask
yourself  this, and answer the
question honestly: If  Allie
were hit by a truck tomorrow,
would you regret that you had-
n’t reached out to her? If  the
answer is no, stand pat. If  the
answer is yes, continue invit-
ing her to holiday events and
give her the opportunity to
grow up and be gracious. The
choice is yours; it shouldn’t be
your sister-in-law’s, whose
business this isn’t.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My husband left

me and moved another woman in
with him in our second home. We
had been married for 37 years. He
said we had drifted apart and that
he did not love me anymore. 

For almost two years, I have

been working on my issues, but I
held out hope that we could work
on a reconciliation. We are friend-
ly, but he isn’t interested in recon-
ciling. He also says he does not
want a divorce and prefers to con-
tinue being separated. As I have
grown used to being alone, I have
started thinking more about
divorcing him, even though it
would have a financial impact on
me. I did talk with a counselor in
the past, but I feel stuck where I
am. Should I stay separated or
divorce? — IN LIMBO IN NEW
MEXICO

DEAR IN LIMBO: No one
can make that decision for
you. However, I have a sugges-
tion that may help you make
some important decisions
about your future. Make an
appointment with an attorney
who specializes in divorce law
and discuss what the financial
fallout would be if  you
divorced your absent husband.
The negative impact could be
less than you fear. However, if
it is not, then return to your
therapist, continue working
on your issues and ask for help
in figuring out what would be
the healthier choice for you.

••••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

Clash of attitudes
rips blended family

Dear
Abby

The next chance to audition
comes in May.

Jay County Civic Theatre
will hold auditions for its Sep-
tember production of  “Legally
Blonde The Musical” from 6 to
8:30 p.m. Monday, May 5, and
Tuesday, May 6, at the Jay
County Campus of  Arts Place,
131 E. Walnut St., Portland.

Auditions are open to any-
one. Participants may come at
any time on either day of  audi-
tions.

Attendees are asked to pre-
pare about 30 seconds of  a
musical theatre song to show
their vocal ability. They may
also be asked to read from the
script. Be prepared to attend
call backs from 5 to 9 p.m.
Thursday, May 8, if  requested.

Those who are unable to
attend the auditions but still
want to be part of  the show
should contact director Brad
Younts at
bmyounts@gmail.com. For
more information, visit jay-
countycivic.org or email
info@jaycountycivic.org.

Free admission
All Indiana State Parks will

offer free admission on Sun-
day, May 4, to celebrate Wel-
come Weekend and the open-
ing day of  Visit Indiana Week.

Campgrounds at state parks
are now open. Sunday is also a
free fishing day.

“We’re excited to welcome
back longtime visitors, and we
also warmly invite anyone
who’s never visited,” said Gin-
ger Murphy, deputy director of
Indiana State Parks, in a press
release. “Our parks offer beau-
tiful scenic views, camping
and healthy outdoor activities,
nature centers for learning

about Indiana’s history and
natural resources, and deli-
cious dining and restful lodg-
ing at our inns.”

For a full list of  activities
planned for the weekend, visit
calendar.dnr.IN.gov. Find a list
of  state parks at
on.IN.gov/stateparks.

Concert is Tuesday
A Choired Taste, a Jay Coun-

ty community choir, takes the
stage at 7 p.m. Tuesday at First
Presbyterian Church, 402
North Ship St., Portland. Eric
Rogers will direct the 23-per-
son choir, with Linda Braun
accompanying. Program
songs include American, Irish,
and Scottish folk songs, gospel,
as well as contemporary secu-
lar and sacred music. 

The choir will be joined in
concert by local instrumental-
ists, Pete Vogler, Reid Knuth
and Zec Landers.

Admission is free.

Series announced
The Muncie Three Trails

Music Series will host seven
concerts this summer.

The series will open with a
performance by Steep Canyon
Rangers on Saturday, May 31,
at Canan Commons. The blue-
grass band is a member of  the
North Carolina Music Hall of
Fame.

Dates for other shows are as
follows:

•Friday, June 13 — Harlem
Gospel Travelers at Canan
Commons

•Saturday, Aug. 16 — Blue
Moon Marquee at Canan Com-
mons

•Saturday, Aug. 23 — Vanes-
sa Collier at Brown Family
Amphitheater at Ball State
University

•Saturday, Aug. 30 — Jennie
Devoe at Canan Commons

•Saturday, Sept. 6 — Colby T.
Helms & the Virginia Creepers
at Brown Family Amphithe-
ater

•Saturday, Sept. 20 — The
Afro Peruvian Jazz Orchestra
at Brown Family Amphithe-
ater

All shows begin at 7 p.m.
For more information, visit

munciethreetrails.com.

Hall of Fame
Cincinnatus League is look-

ing for individuals to induct
into its Hall of  Fame at Jay
County Fair this year.

The organization honors
those who have contributed to
the Jay County community
through volunteer efforts by
inducting them into the Jay
County Hall of  Fame at the
fairgrounds in Portland.

Qualifications stipulate
individuals must be at least 65
years old by the time of  the
event, live in Jay County or
have significant ties to Jay
County and have devoted time
and effort to the community in
ways beyond employment and
occupation.

Nominations must be
received by May 2. They may
be sent to Cincinnatus League,
PO Box 513, Portland, IN 47371,
or emailed to karenannbai-
ley9@yahoo.com.

Auditions are next week
Taking
Note
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By JOHN KRULL
TheStatehouseFile.com

Watching a state’s leaders decide
to race backward would be fascinat-
ing if  the consequences for their
foolishness weren’t so likely to be
devastating to so many people.

The Indiana General Assembly
has adopted a budget, the first on
Indiana Gov. Mike Braun’s watch.

In part because our elected offi-
cials were caught off  guard by rev-
enue projections revealing a $2.4 bil-
lion shortfall. That forced lawmak-
ers to go back and try to make the
numbers balance.

Whether they were or will be suc-
cessful remains to be seen.

What’s clear is that they operated
more out of  a commitment to their
assorted fantasies, biases and preju-
dices than they did out of  any recog-
nition of  reality.

As was to be expected from an
overwhelmingly Republican legisla-
ture, they focused on cutting spend-
ing rather than increasing revenue.
To hit their belt-tightening targets,
they focused their fire on education
and public health.

Therein lies at least one problem.
Even in normal times — and these

are not normal times — this
approach would be self-defeating.

Economists have been projecting a
coming worldwide labor shortage for
at least the past 15 years. Birth rates
have slowed dramatically in this cen-
tury while life expectancy has
remained static or, in some places,
has even increased.

This means that every year there
will be proportionally fewer people
of  working age to provide for the
needs of  more and more people who
have left the workforce.

That presents a challenge not just
for Indiana, but for states and
nations everywhere. Skilled labor
will be the most valuable resource
for at least the next generation —
and communities all over the globe

will be scrambling to find bright,
well-trained people to fill their work-
forces.

And what will bright, well-trained
people be looking for as they search
for a place to live and labor?

Well, contrary to what our state’s
leaders seem to think, it’s not low
taxes and deregulation.

No, what they want are, among
other things, good schools for their
children and a strong medical care
system should family members get
sick.

Those, of  course, are the very
things Indiana’s leaders decided not
to protect or prioritize.

That’s a steep climb all by itself,
but circumstances make it even
steeper.

President Donald Trump’s mis-
guided tariffs and the accompanying
trade war will wound the entire U.S.
economy, but the deepest gashes will
be felt in states such as Indiana.

There’s a reason for that.
The leaders of  other nations have

taken Trump’s measure. They know
where his tender spots are.

They understand that he never has
wanted to stray too far from his polit-
ical base, particularly his most fer-
vent supporters in rural America.

The tariffs and trade barriers they
have imposed in response to the pres-
ident’s threats and herky-jerky, on-
again-off-again implementation of
U.S. tariffs have hit and will continue
to hit red states the hardest.

That’s not by accident.
They’re targeting the people who

support Trump, both to send those

voters a message and to create a fire
in the American leader’s backyard.

The effect of  this Trump-created
trade fecklessness for Indiana will be
dramatic. The bet here is that this is
not the last time revenue projections
will have to be revised downward as
Indiana farmers and other agricul-
tural producers find it more and
more difficult to sell their products in
international markets.

Thus, at the same time that Indi-
ana is battling harder and harder to
persuade good people to settle and
work here, the state will have less and
less of  the things they value to
attract them.

A smarter, more discerning set of
Hoosier leaders would have invested
in building the sort of  social infra-
structure that would lure qualified
labor here, but doing so would have
imposed an unacceptable burden on
our elected officials.

Many — maybe even most — of
them have pledged fealty to MAGA,
but their notion of  making America
great again is taking it backwards to
some illusory past found only in the
dreamiest imaginations.

Theirs is an impossible task
because time is a river. It runs in only
one direction.

No matter how our leaders may
wish to return Indiana to an earlier
age that never truly existed, they can-
not do so any more than they can
make the Mississippi flow from south
to north.

Meanwhile, the present trembles
beneath our feet and the future …
well, the future gathers like a torna-
do in the making.

Buckle up.
••••••••••

Krull is director of  Franklin Col-
lege’s Pulliam School of  Journalism
and publisher of  TheStatehouse-
File.com, a news website powered by
Franklin College journalism stu-
dents.

Legislators cling to imagined past

John
Krull

New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

The senior senator from
Wisconsin, Republican
Ron Johnson, is posing
fresh questions about the
deadliest attack on the
United States in history,
feeding into paranoid and
dangerous conspiracy the-
ories. Johnson asks as
though they’re open ques-
tions: “What actually hap-
pened on 9/11? What do we
know? What is being cov-
ered up?”

In an interview we’re
loath to amplify, Johnson
asserts that an investiga-
tion of  World Trade Cen-
ter Building 7 was “cor-
rupt” and suggested its
collapse was the result of
a “controlled demolition.”
He expresses the desire to
hold Senate hearings on
the topic.

We get that it’s high
time in our history for
conspiracy theorists to
peddle nonsense, like
Health Secretary Bobby
Kennedy does, but as peo-
ple who had friends and
colleagues perish on that
day, and following on edi-
torials in this space that
won a Pulitzer Prize for
championing the very real
health crisis faced by first
responders who worked
The Pile in the days and
weeks after the attacks, we
take this particular set of
lies a bit personally.

The attacks of  Sept. 11,
2001, are probably the
most extensively studied
events in the history of
this nation. A joint con-
gressional inquiry held 22
hearings, reviewing a half-
million pages of  docu-
ments, interviewing 300
individuals — and produc-
ing an 800-page report.

An independent com-
mission to investigate the
attacks held 19 days of
public hearings, reviewed
2.5 million pages of  docu-
ments, interviewed more
than 1,200 people in 10 dif-
ferent countries and pro-
duced a 567-page docu-
ment.

Many other hearings by
congressional Judiciary,
Armed Services and
Homeland Security com-
mittees went into great
depth about precisely
what happened and how to
close vulnerabilities.

What happened, which
Johnson can learn if  he
cares to read one of  those
reports or one of  the
dozens of  books written
by credible independent
journalists, or visit the
9/11 Memorial & Museum
in Lower Manhattan, is: 19
Al Qaeda terrorists
hijacked airplanes and
turned them into weapons
against the twin towers

and the Pentagon. They
intended to train another
plane at the U.S. Capitol,
but that one was brought
down by courageous pas-
sengers in a field in Penn-
sylvania. All told, the
attacks killed nearly 3,000
people, the vast majority
of  whom were in New
York City.

And the toll of  those
killed in the panic and
chaos of  that dark day has
now likely been surpassed
by the toll of  firefighters,
construction workers,
cops and others who
engaged in rescue and
recovery efforts amid the
smoldering wreckage,
even as thousands more
continue to struggle with
lung diseases, cancers and
other terminal conditions.

It is salt in the wounds
of  those actually harmed
by 9/11 that a man like
Johnson, who can find the
time and energy for corro-
sive conspiracy-monger-
ing, is nowhere to be found
as Sens. Chuck Schumer,
Kristen Gillibrand and a
broad coalition of  House
members seek to secure
full federal funding for the
World Trade Center
Health Program for these
heroes.

In other contexts, John-
son has said, “When I
think of  Sept. 11th I think
of  firefighters, first
responders, police walk-
ing up the stairs into dan-
ger to save others. In these
tragedies we always seem
to see and witness the
absolute best of  humanity
and the American charac-
ter.” 

In his latest words and
actions, we see and wit-
ness the absolute worst of
both.

Crazy theories don’t
merit Senate hearing

By HEATHER REICHENBACH
and DIANE WOODWORTH

Public schools are far more
than places of  learning. 

They are the heartbeat of  our
communities, driving economic
growth, fostering a sense of
unity, and delivering essential
resources. They contribute
immeasurable value to the
social and economic fabric of
our state, providing lasting ben-
efits that extend well beyond the
classroom walls.

Economic engines
A strong public school system

doesn't just nurture students —
it fuels economic prosperity.
Neighborhoods with quality
educational opportunities see
higher property values, and
research backs this up. Accord-

ing to the National Bureau of
Economic Research, for every
$1 increase in per-pupil state
aid, housing values rise by
approximately $20. When we
invest in public education, we
strengthen the financial foun-
dation of  the entire community.

Community hubs
Our public schools serve as

vital centers of  community life,
with a reach that extends far
beyond traditional school

hours. They host before and
after school programs, sporting
events, and cultural perform-
ances such as music and the-
ater. They empower individuals
of  all ages through adult educa-
tion, childcare, social services,
and English language classes.

During the early days of  the
COVID-19 pandemic, when
many nonprofits and business-
es were forced to shut down,
schools remained a lifeline for
food distribution and health
and wellness services. They
continue to be spaces where
local organizations, both for-
profit and nonprofit, gather to
support the broader communi-
ty.

Bridging neighbors
Public schools remain one of

the last few places where people
from all walks of  life come togeth-
er. Exposure to peers from varied
backgrounds fosters an apprecia-
tion for different perspectives and
experiences, helping to break
down barriers and shaping a
more inclusive community.
Beyond academic knowledge, stu-
dents learn the invaluable lesson
of  teamwork through participa-
tion in group projects, sports, and
extracurricular clubs.

Public schools also create
opportunities for parents and
adults to connect. Whether volun-
teering with the PTO or attending
school functions, these interac-
tions help build community
bonds and remind us that, despite
our differences, we share the
same goal: the success of  our chil-
dren.

Investing in future
At a time when education

budgets are targeted for cuts,
we must recognize that the
strength of  our public schools
is directly tied to the strength
of  our communities. Support-
ing public education means
investing in a more prosper-
ous, connected, and vibrant
future.

Public schools are the
anchor institutions of  Indi-
ana’s communities — essential
places where people come
together to create a better
future for everyone.

••••••••••
Reichenbach is president of

the Warsaw Community
Schools Board of  Trustees.
Woodworth is a retired school
superintendent.

Schools are vital to communities
Guest
Opinion

Guest
Editorial

... as people
who had

friends and
colleagues
perish on

that day ...
we take this

particular set
of lies a bit
personally.
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Talk about Tony
1) What musical theatre production

holds the record for most Tony wins?

2) What woman who played a mystery writer on TV
and voiced a character in a 1990s Disney movie
has hosted the most Tony award ceremonies?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) “The Producers”
2) Angela Landsbury
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J. L. CONSTRUCTION &
ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exteri-
or remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations. 260-
726-5062, leave mes-
sage.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing and
Alterations, Quilts, Baby
Blankets, AppliquÈ, Zip-
pers, Hemming, Memory
T-Shirt, Special Orders,
Wedding & Prom Gowns.
260.766.9334

GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing seam
metal roofs. When Quality
Counts, Count On US. A
company you can trust.
Member of the BBB. New
Installation and repairs.
Call Rodney Thornbury,
owner 765-509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located 620 N Pierce

Street, Portland IN
Saturday Morning

MAY 24, 2025 
9:30 A.M. 

REAL ESTATE
3 Bedroom manufactured
home with approximately
1400 square feet of living
area sitting on concrete
crawl space.  This 1994

home features 2 full bath-
rooms, gas forced air fur-

nace, central air, metal
roof, and attached carport

with approximately 736
square feet.  This home
is situated on a 136í x
173í corner lot which is
equivalent to 3 city lots.
Property also has 2 out-

door storage sheds.
This home is located at
the east end of Portland

near the Jay County Fair-
grounds which allows you

to live in the city limits
while enjoying the rural

sitting.   
For more information or
private showing contact
GARY LOY, AUCTION-

EER at (260) 726-5160 or
KIM LOY, REAL ESTATE
BROKER at (260) 729-

2213.
ELDON MILLER

By Ron Miller POA
And 

ROWENA MILLER,
DECEASED
Loy Auction 

AC#31600027 
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata

AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 505 West Line

Street, Geneva, IN 
Saturday Morning

MAY 3, 2025 
REAL ESTATE WILL

SELL AT 
9:30 A.M. 

Personal property will
sell immediately follow-

ing real estate.
REAL ESTATE:

1 Ω story home with 3
bedrooms, 1 full bath-
room and 1426 square

feet of living area.
Home has gas forced air
furnace with central air,

gas water heater, a
water softener and a

partial basement.  The
kitchen has nice oak

cabinets with space for a
table along with a dining
room.  There is a 24í x

26í 2 car detached
garage with heat and

water, a small utility barn
with a walk in cooler and

a 32í x 48í pole barn
that has a workshop with

heat and water.  This
property sits on 2.06

acres.  This property has
been well maintained
and has a spacious

yard.  
For more information or
private showing contact
LOY REAL ESTATE KIM
LOY BROKER 260-726-

2700 OR GARY LOY
AUCTIONEER 260-726-

5160
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
ñ OLD & COLLECTOR

ITEMS 
Whirlpool refrigerator;
GE washer & dryer;

Coldspot freezer; vin-
tage Frigidaire refrigera-
tor;  vintage upholstered

occasional chair; 
deer head mount; Coke
and 7Up wood cases;
JEWELRY:  10k ladies
ring (4.7g), 14K ladies

ring (7.3g), COINS:  Sil-
ver Dollars

(1881,1885,1922), Walk-
ing Liberty Silver Half

Dollars
(1927,1934,1935,1936,1

939,1941,1942,
1943), along with other

coins not listed. 
BOOKS ñ TRI STATE

MEMORABILIA
Large collection of Gene

Stratton Porter Books

(80+),
; Tri State belt buckles,

collector engines, mugs,
books and other assort-

ed items. 
MOWERS ñ TRAILER -

TOOLS
Cub Cadet 1250 Hydro-
stat mower; International
tiller for garden tractor;
Craftsman gas blower;

US 1941 and 1945
hatchets; screws; wash-

ers; bolts; nuts; wood
and metal pulleys; fish-
ing poles; antlers; hoes;

shoves; corn jobber;
hammers; galvanized
cans; and other items

not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:

We will be running 2
rings most of the day. 
KEN & MARCELLA

DOHERTY, Deceased
By Lois Debolt and

Penny Hirschy
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata

AU12400069
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: Bubp Exhibition
Hall at the Jay County
Fairgrounds, 806 W

Votaw St., Portland, IN 
MAY 10, 2025 

9:30 A. M.
OLD ITEMS & COLLEC-

TORS ITEMS ñ
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
Oak 2 pc. cupboard; tall

entry bench with coat
pegs; old mustard cabi-

net; (2) hump back
trunks; ; Royal Crest

ìCastle Roseî Sterling
flatware (123 pieces);

Sterling spoons; Sterling
candleholders; Sterling
tray and 2 teapots;Port-

land Typhoons, 1942
thru 1945; JEWELRY:

10k ring (3.7g), 10K ring
(3.3g), 10K heart neck-

lace (1.6g), 14K ring
(2.3g); Boyds Bears;

drums and guitars; (2)
Star Wars Battling

Drones (new); LARGE
ASSORTMENT OF

GNOMES;  large lot of
holiday dÈcor; and many

other items not listed.

TRAILER - BOWS ñ
TOOLS

2017 Look 20í x 8í tan-
dem axle enclosed trail-
er with generator, refrig-
erator, air conditioning

and trailer has been set
up as a mobile retail

unit;  Barnett crossbow
and arrow with scope;
Browning compound
bow and arrows; 5í

bridge for outdoors; Big
Dog tree stand safety

harness;12V clay throw-
er; yard tools; hand

tools; and many other
items not listed. 

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Please note that we will
be running 2 rings a por-

tion of the day. Doors
will open at 8:00 a.m.
day of auction for pre-

view. 
JOANNA STONE,

Deceased
And

BOLLENBACHER FAMI-
LY 

Loy Auction
AC#31600027

Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata

AU12400069
PUBLIC AUCTION

THURSDAY MAY 8TH,
2025

TIME 4:00 P.M. 
LOCATED: Bryant Com-

munity Center. 107
Malin St, Bryant

GOLD AND SILVER
COINS ñ COMIC

BOOKS ñ STAMP COL-
LECTIONS ñ SPORTS

COLLECTIBLES - MISC
1920ís $20 Gold Pieces
(Graded). $5 and other
Gold Pieces. Morgan

and Peace Dollars. Sil-
ver Rounds. Coin Sets.
Proof Sets. Canadian
Silver Rounds. Com-

memorative Comic Book
Collection. Old Books.
Antique Photo Album

(Tin Type). Michael Jor-
dan Retirement pin and
box set. Beatles Music

Boxes. Collectible Paper
Currency. This Auction
will contain over 430

Lots of Coins and Col-
lectibles.

OWNER: NAME WITH-
HELD

Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
If Unable to Attend Auc-

tion Bid Live at
Hibid.com

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

170 PETS

AKC ENGLISH
LABRADORS for sale
Black/Yellow, health
checked, 1st set of vac-
cines. Ready Motherís
Day! Call 419-852-3331

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777
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At:
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MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities

60 SERVICES 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT

COURT
2025 TERM

In the Matter of the 
Unsupervised

Administration of 
the Estate of:

Rose E. Fennig, Deceased
No. 38CO1-2504-EU-000013

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that
Dale W. Fennig was, on the
22nd day of April, 2025, ap-
pointed Personal Representa-
tive of the estate of Rose E.
Fennig deceased, who died on
March 3rd, 2025.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the
claim in the office of the Clerk
of this Court within three (3)
months from the date of the
first publication of this notice,
or within nine (9) months after
the decedent's death,
whichever is earlier, or the
claims will be forever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana,
this 22nd day of April, 2025.

HINKLE, RACSTER,
SCHEMENAUR & LANDER

121 W. High Street
Portland, IN 47371

Attorney
Notice of Administration to

be published Two Times.
Melissa Elliott

Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana

CR 4-26-2025-HSPAXLP

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located in the Bubp Exhibition Hall at the Jay County Fairgrounds, 

Portland Indiana on Saturday Morning

MAY 10, 2025
9:30 A.M.

OLD ITEMS & COLLECTORS ITEMS – HOUSEHOLD GOODS
Oak 2 pc. cupboard; tall entry bench with coat pegs; old mustard cabinet; red
book shelf; 15 drawer drug store cabinet; cast iron settee, 2 chairs and planter
box; wicker table with mirror and chair; red bench; coffee and end tables; dresser;
drophead secretary; rocker; hall table; (2) twin beds; 4 drawer chest; cedar chest;
night stand; (2) hump back trunks; table with 2 leaves and 8 chairs; high chair;
hutch;  (2) flatscreen TV’s; quilt rack; marble top table; (2) tall bar stools; quilt
rack; brass bookends; advertising tins; Royal Crest “Castle Rose” Sterling
flatware (123 pieces); Sterling spoons; Sterling candleholders; Sterling tray and
2 teapots; Franklin Mint Project Apollo Sterling Silver Medal set; Sheffield
Westfall Richards knife set; Portland Typhoons, 1942 thru 1945; B & G,
Haviland, Fenton, Lladro and Bellek plates; Little American Maid tea set by
Akro Agate; hand painted biscuit jar; Peppy Dog Food bank; Lefton cardinals;
Fenton cat; coffee grinder; wood bucket; Alodo Londi pottery; several pieces of
Swarovski Crystal; Ball S & P set; Bob St Clair toothpick; JEWELRY:   10k ring
(3.7g), 10K ring (3.3g), 10K heart necklace (1.6g), 14K ring (2.3g); Kanawha
cranberry basket; Hoosier Glass vases; small oil lamps; Lennox animals; Fenton
basket; Limoges Haviland plates; Pink Depression; Green Depression; State Pilot
matches; Theodore Haviland NY “Birchmere” set of china, service for 12; cups
& saucers; Noritake; Roseville; hand painted parlor lamp; old pharmacy bottles;
Heidelberg green stemmed goblets (Bockling); PAPERWEIGHTS:   St Clair
ashtray, St Clair vases, St Clair bell, Jim Davis, Monte Dunlavy, Joe Rice along
with 70+ unmarked paperweights;  vintage photos and tin types;  several pieces
of vintage glassware; wood blocks; linens; jewelry; wood boxes; crock;
galvanized bucket; Boyds Bears; trumpet; old wringer washer; country décor;
wood spools; tin stars; tobacco basket; lantern;  pitcher pump; Tony Stewart cars;
Presto canner; comforters; McCoy  planters; porcelain pans;  several cat
figurines;  medicine cabinet; lamps; feed scoop; crock bowls; wooden shoes; Wii
gamer with games, drums and guitars; (2) Star Wars Battling Drones (new); Zone
40 gaming game; toy tractors; Nintendo DS games; children’s books; large lot of
Disney snow globes; Lady Bug rocking horse; Legos;  American Girl doll and
accessories; Christmas decorations; canning jars; flour sifters; Strawberry cookie
jar;  child’s tea set; LARGE ASSORTMENT OF GNOMES;  wood tote; wood
bowls; chairs; wood bookshelf; copper and brass items; basketball ball goal,
NIB; granite funnel; easel; lamps; scissor/shear set; linens; blankets; Japan saki
set; Peppy Dog Food mug;  large collection of cat figurines; Milk White; knives;
small kitchen appliances; roaster; large lot of Lia Sophia jewelry;  Wear Ever
pots; Dazey ice crusher; boom box; GF grill;  crock pot; large lot of VCR tapes
and DVD’s; snowman painted screen; tripods; Christmas tree; stuffed animals;
large lot of holiday décor; and many other items not listed.

TRAILER - BOWS – TOOLS
2017 Look 20’ x 8’ tandem axle enclosed trailer with generator, refrigerator, air
conditioning and trailer has been set up as a mobile retail unit; Barnett crossbow
and arrow with scope; Jaquar crossbow and arrow with scope; Alpine Archery
compound bow; Browning compound bow and arrows; Diamond compound
bows; 5’ bridge for outdoors; walkie talkies; Big Dog tree stand safety harness;
miter saw stand; faucets; light fixtures; paintball guns; target camera; telescope;
12V clay thrower; yard tools; hand tools; and many other items not listed.
Auctioneers Note:   This auction offers a nice variety of items.     Please note
that we will be running 2 rings a portion of the day.       Doors will open at

8:00 a.m. day of auction for preview.
JOANNA STONE, Deceased

And BOLLENBACHER FAMILY
LOY AUCTION   AC31600027

AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy   AU 01031608    Travis Theurer    AU11200131 
Aaron Loy  AU11200112 Kaden Khayyata AU12400069

CR 5-3-2025

Public Notice
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS AND ALL OTHER PERSONS AFFECTED OF 

PUBLIC HEARINGS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE JAY SCHOOL 
CORPORATION CONCERNING PRELIMINARY DETERMINATIONS TO 

ENTER INTO A LEASE, LEASES OR LEASE AMENDMENT(S) OR ISSUE 
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS WITH RESPECT TO 

A SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROJECT
AND

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROJECT
Preliminary Determination Hearings

Notice is hereby given to taxpayers and all other persons affected thereby that two public hear-
ings for the project described below (the “Preliminary Determination Hearings”) will be held
before the Board of Trustees of the Jay School Corporation (the “Board” and the “School Cor-
poration,” respectively) on the dates, times, and at the locations described below upon a res-
olution preliminarily determining to obtain financing on the school construction project de-
scribed below through the issuance of one or more series of general obligation bonds and/or
a lease, leases or amendment to lease or leases with a school building corporation incorporated
under Indiana Code § 20-47-3 (the “Resolution”). Following the Preliminary Determination
Hearings, the Board will consider for adoption a Resolution for the Project (as hereinafter de-
fined). The proposed school construction project is described as follows:
The Project consists of various proposed improvements to the Jay County Jr-Sr High School
building and athletic grounds, including but not limited to: (i) certain architectural and school
safety improvements including, but not limited to, roofing, security upgrades, sidewalk and ma-
sonry repairs;  (ii) certain functional improvements including, but not limited to, updating the
former TV studio, band and choir rooms, wrestling rooms and kitchen, (iii) certain mechanical
improvements including, but not limited to, replacing the pool dehumidification unit, water
mains and building HVAC controls, (iv) certain electrical improvements including, but not lim-
ited to, the replacement of the main electrical switchgear and related panels, (v) certain out-
door athletic improvements including, but not limited to, a rebuilt tennis court, a rebuilt
track, and upgrades to extend the useful life of the football stadium and baseball dugouts, and
(vi) other related acquisitions (including real property if desired), improvements, upgrades,
equipping, and renovations in connection therewith (collectively, the “Project”).
The Preliminary Determination Hearings with respect to the proposed Resolution and the Pro-
ject will be held on May 19, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. local time (first Preliminary Determination Hear-
ing) and on June 16, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. local time (second Preliminary Determination Hearing).
The Preliminary Determination Hearings will be held at the School Corporation’s Central Of-
fice located at 414 Floral Avenue, Portland, Indiana 47371. The Preliminary Determination
Hearings will be held in accordance with Indiana Code § 6-1.1-20-3.1 and will address the Res-
olution and Project. The Resolution makes a preliminary determination in respect of the gen-
eral obligation and/or lease financing of the Project.
At each of the Preliminary Determination Hearings described herein, which may be adjourned
or postponed from time to time, all persons interested shall have a right to be heard with re-
spect any matters pertaining to the Board’s consideration of adopting the Resolution.
1028 Hearing
Notice is hereby further given that the Board will hold a separate public hearing in accordance
with Indiana Code § 20-26-7-37 (the “1028 Hearing”) at the School Corporation’s Central Office
located at 414 Floral Avenue, Portland, Indiana 47371, at 5:00 p.m. local time on June 16, 2025.
The 1028 Hearing will be with respect to the School Corporation’s proposal to acquire, con-
struct, install and/or equip the Project, which is at a cost in excess of $1,000,000. At the 1028
Hearing for the Project, which may be adjourned or postponed from time to time, the Board will
give explanations of the potential value of the Project, including a more detailed description
thereof, to the School Corporation and to the community, including the educational purposes
of the Project and its estimated costs, tax impact, and funding sources, and interested parties
may present testimony and questions concerning the proposed Project, and the Board’s con-
sideration of adopting the Resolution, including objections to and support for it.

Dated this 30th day of April 2025.
THE JAY SCHOOL CORPORATION, JAY COUNTY, INDIANA

By: Jeremy Gulley, Superintendent
CR 5-3-2025- HSPAXLP
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PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED: Bryant Community Center. 107 Malin

St, Bryant, IN 47326
THURSDAY 

MAY 8th, 2025
4:00 P.M. 

GOLD AND SILVER COINS – COMIC BOOKS –
STAMP COLLECTIONS – SPORTS

COLLECTIBLES - MISC
1920’s $20 Gold Pieces (Graded). $5 and other Gold
Pieces. Morgan and Peace Dollars. Silver Rounds.
Coin Sets. Proof Sets. Canadian Silver Rounds.

Commemorative Comic Book Collection. Old Books.
Antique Photo Album (Tin Type). Michael Jordan
Retirement pin and box set. Beatles Music Boxes.

Collectible Paper Currency. This Auction will contain
over 430 Lots of Coins and Collectibles

OWNER: 
NAME WITHHELD

NOTE: Check Auctionsoft and AuctionZip for more
photos.

If Unable to Attend Auction Bid Live at Hibid.com
TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY:  CASH –

GOOD CHECK – CREDIT CARD 
STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD

SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING AND REAL
ESTATE 

AC31800004
Pete D. Shawver    Zane Shawver

Lic# AU19700040       Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587      260-729-2229

More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com 
CR 5-3-2025



Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Boys golf at Winches-
ter Invitational – 9 a.m.; Baseball at
Wapahani Invitational – 9:30 a.m.;
Softball at Woodlan – 10 a.m.; JV girls
tennis at New Castle – 12 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball double-
header at Russia – 11 a.m.; JV base-
ball doubleheader vs. Russia – 5 p.m.;
JV softball vs. Russia – 11 a.m.

Monday
Jay County — Junior high softball

vs. Hagerstown – 5 p.m.; Junior high
tennis at Adams Central – 5 p.m.; Jun-
ior high baseball vs. Blackford – 5:30
p.m.; Junior high track at Southern
Wells Relays – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball vs. Park-
way  – 5 p.m.; Softball at Parkway – 5
p.m.; JV baseball at Arcanum – 5 p.m.;
JV softball vs. Parkway – 5 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Baseball at South

Adams – 5 p.m.; Softball at South
Adams – 5 p.m.; Girls tennis at Muncie
Central – 5 p.m.; Boys golf at Her-
itage – 5:30 p.m.; Track tri meet at
home – 5:30 p.m.; JV baseball vs.
South Adams – 5 p.m.; JV softball vs.
South Adams – 5 p.m.; Junior high golf
vs. McCulloch – 4:30 p.m.; Junior high
baseball at Mississinewa – 5 p.m.;
Junior high softball at Tri – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track county meet
prelims at Coldwater – 4:30 p.m.;
Baseball at St. John’s – 5 p.m.; JV
baseball vs. St. John’s – 5 p.m.

      

No Phone Calls Please

OUT OF TOWN 
BUNDLE DROP DRIVER

Wanna become a part of
our team? We are looking

for somebody who is
interesed in dropping
newsstand papers to

businesses! Apply at the
Commercial Review.
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Sports
Saturday, May 3, 2025

Fort Recovery baseball fell
to Versailles on Friday,
see roundup below

Jay softball travels to
Woodlan for doubleheader,

see Sports on tap

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

The top Patriot didn’t
quite have the day he
would have liked.

Some of  the golfers
lower in the lineup put up
solid scores.

As a result, the Patriots
looked pretty similar
across the board and
pulled out the victory.

The Jay County High
School boys golf  team had
a combined effort as the
top four scorers were no
more than two strokes
apart to beat the Blackford
Bruins 173-209 on Thurs-
day at Portland Golf  Club.

“I thought we played
pretty well,” said JCHS
coach Jay Houck. “That’s
right about where we’ve
been scoring. It was windy
again. A lot of  our match-
es have had a lot of  wind,
so I think they navigated
that well. But overall,
pleased to come out with a
win.”

Tucker Griffin earned
match medalist honors by
shooting a 42. He made par
four times, including three
of  the final four holes, and
added three bogeys.

Ryley Ridgway had the
top round for the Bruins,
shooting a 46. While his
round was only four
strokes off  of  Griffin, all
three of  the other Patriots
that contributed to the
final beat out Ridgway.

Just one stroke behind
Griffin was Griffin
Byrum. Jay County’s No. 3
golfer flipped the amount
of  pars and bogeys that
Griffin had, giving Byrum
three pars and four
bogeys, en route to a 43.

Both Cody DeHoff  and
Isaac Homan rounded out
the final score by shooting
rounds of  44 for JCHS (5-
2).

DeHoff  had a consistent
round as eight of  the nine
holes were parred or
bogeyed. The only blemish
on his scorecard came on
the 176-yard, par-3 second
hole. While DeHoff  fin-
ished with a double-par
after dumping his tee shot

in the water, it didn’t hurt
his score in comparison to
the competition. (Of  the 10
golfers, only Homan and
Ridgway parred the hole,
while six had double-par
and Griffin and Juan
Velasquez finished with
double-bogeys.)

Homan had a slower
start to the day, recording
double-bogeys on the first
two holes he played, No. 9
and 1, before parring the
second. He struggled again
on the third and fourth
with double-bogeys before
figuring things out over

the final four holes.
It started on the 414-

yard, par-4 fifth hole. His
first shot hugged the left
side, but stayed in play
about 200 yards away from
the green. His second shot,
slowed by the wind, moved
him to within 75 yards of

the green. His third shot
was still just short of  the
green and about 40 feet
away from the flag.

His fourth shot put him
on the green, but his ball
pulled up nine feet short. A
straight putt stayed on
course for bogey.

He then had the high-
light of  the day as he
birdied the 471-yard, par-4
sixth hole. He then fin-
ished the round with a pair
of  pars.

“On hole six, my third
shot from 100 yards out, I
put (the ball) within 8 inch-
es of  the hole,” Homan
said. “I made that putt for
birdie. The hole 8, I hit (my
drive) up to the green, but I
chipped over it. But then I
chipped in and it was a far-
ther chip than my first
one."

Dawson Goldsworthy
shot a 51, tying Blackford’s
No. 2 golfer, Zane Heiser,
but it didn’t affect the final
outcome.

Similarly to the South
Adams Invite on April 26,
Jay County had to deal
with some significant wind
during the match, often
forcing players to go up a
club. While the conditions
are preventing the Patriots
from hitting their ceiling
at times, Houck hopes that
it will help them navigate
through tough conditions
later in the season.

“It’s always good to have
a number of  matches with
wind so you’re used to
dealing with it, rather than
have a bunch of  calm days
and then later on get a
windy match and not know
how to handle it” Houck
said. “I think these are
good to give them experi-
ence and help them gage
how to adjust for the wind
in future matches.”

Four in the 40s
Patriots top four scorers fall between 42 and 44 as they beat Blackford

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County High School senior Tucker Griffin hits out of some weeds above the creek during
Thursday’s match against Blackford on Portland Golf Club’s first hole. Despite his drive sailing to the left,
he saved himself for a bogey en route to a round of 42 that earned match medalist honors and push
JCHS to a 173-209 victory.

On tap

VERSAILLES, Ohio — One bad
inning is all it takes to derail a
game sometimes.

Fort Recovery High School’s
baseball team gave up eight runs
in the fifth inning as it lost to the
Versailles Tigers 9-4 on Friday.

Fort Recovery (10-5, 2-4 Mid-
west Athletic Conference) held a
3-1 advantage heading into the
fifth frame. The Tigers (12-5, 6-1
MAC) proceeded to score eight
runs in the bottom half  on five
singles and five walks. FRHS got
one run back in the seventh
inning, but couldn't make a come-
back.

Alex Gaerke suffered the loss
after giving up eight runs on five
hits and seven walks over 4 ⅔
innings on the bump.

Caden Grisez led the Tribe’s
offense with two hits and two
RBIs. He had a two-RBI double in
the third inning, complemented
by an RBI walk from Caden
Homan. Gaerke drove in the final
run on a single to left field.

Still undefeated
An 11-run fourth inning pro-

pelled the Jay County High
School softball team to a 17-3 vic-
tory over the Adams Central Jets
on Thursday to stay undefeated.

A trio of  home runs powered
the fourth inning as Jaelynn
Lykins, Brenna Ruble and Jozey
Shimp all sent balls over the fence
for Jay County (10-0, 1-0 Allen
County Athletic Conference). A
Hallie Schwieterman single and a
Carley Trinidad Double scored
three more runs for the Patriots.

Adams Central (1-7, 1-2 ACAC)
scored twice in the first inning
and once in the third. Mallory
Winner earned the win by pitch-

ing all five innings and only giv-
ing up five hits.

Lykins’ four RBIs led the
offense, while Ruble and Shimp
each had three. Ruble and Mor-
gan Missicano each crossed home
plate three times.

Near sweep
HARTFORD CITY — Jay Coun-

ty’s girls tennis team nearly
swept Blackford as it beat the
Bruins 4-1 on Thursday.

All three singles players, Bren-
na Bailey, Meredith Dirksen and
Lilly Johnson, picked up wins for
Jay County (3-4).

Bailey claimed the No. 1 singles
position with a 6-4, 6-0 defeat of
Evelyn Gulley. Dirksen took down
Emily Ellison 6-0, 6-2 in the No. 2
singles contest, while Johnson
beat McKenna Reed 6-2, 6-2.

Gretchen Link and Sophia
Sprunger claimed the other victo-
ry as they took down Allyson
Henderson and Karlie Pitts 6-4, 6-
3 in the No. 2 singles contest.

Jay County’s sole loss came
from Faith Faulkner and Raylah
Newton as the No. 1 doubles duo
fell 6-2, 6-3 to Jessica Brinker-
hoff and Loralie Hile.

Tribe wins
FORT RECOVERY — The Fort

Recovery softball team picked
up its fourth Midwest Athletic
Conference win of  the season as
it beat the Versailles Tigers 11-7
on Thursday.

The third inning made the dif-
ference for the Tribe (11-6, 4-1
MAC) as it put up seven runs on
five hits, two walks, two sacri-
fice flies and an error.

FRHS also put runs on the
Tigers (6-14, 1-4 MAC) in the first
and sixth innings. Emma Will,
Ella Schoen, Alexis Grisez,
Kylie Post and Paisley Hart all
tied for a game-high two RBIs.
Grisez and Kayla Heitkamp
each had three hits and Schoen
joined the pair to score two
runs.

Jenna Homan went the dis-
tance in the circle, giving up
seven runs, only three of
which were earned, on nine
hits and one walk.

Held scoreless
The Jay County baseball

team couldn’t get its offense
going as it fell 3-0 to the Adams
Central Jets on Thursday.

The Patriots (4-7, 1-1 ACAC)
were held to just two hits in the
contest. They came from
Leighton Brown to lead off  the
game and Carter Fugiett in the
third inning.

JCHS gave up two runs to
Adams Central (8-6, 3-0 ACAC)
in the third inning and one
more in the seventh.

Kade Sommers suffered the
loss after surrendering two
unearned runs through 3 ⅔
innings of  work. He struck out
six batters and allowed three
hits and a walk during his time
on the mound.

Fifth inning gives Tribe fits in loss to Tigers
Local
roundup


