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All of the water features were up and running at Portland Water Park on Thursday morning as work is underway
toward opening day on May 24. The facility was scheduled for a health department inspection today. Portland Park Board
hired an assistant manager for the water park during its meeting Tuesday evening.

Park board hires assistant manager jfor facility
as work continues toward opening day on May 24

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

Progress continues toward
opening the water park this
month.

Portland Park Board hired
an assistant manager Monday
for Portland Water Park and
received updates from staff
regarding preparations for
opening day.

After hiring Mara Bader
last month to serve as the
manager for the facility, board
members Brian Ison, Michael
Brewster, Shauna Runkle and
Jennifer Weitzel selected Han-
nah Laux as the assistant
manager. A 2024 Jay County
High School graduate who
now attends Ball State Univer-
sity, she has previously served
as a lifeguard at the facility.

The board also learned that
there are 18 lifeguards return-
ing to the staff so far. Applica-
tions are still open for life-
guard and concession stand
positions.

In preparing the water park
to open — the scheduled open-
ing date is Saturday, May 24 —
staff found issues with the
facility’s ultraviolet system.
Repairs are in process.

The board also noted a new
policy that it be notified
before action is taken on any
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Portland parks manager Ronnie Reynolds tightens the canopy in front of the
concessions stand Thursday morning at Portland Water Park. The heater for the pool that
was purchased last year is running in preparation for opening on Memorial Day weekend.

repairs that cost more than
$5,000.

Parks manager Ronnie
Reynolds also updated the board
that mulch has been placed
around the new playground
equipment at the east side of

Haynes Park and seasonal work-
ers will begin landscaping and
mulching within the next week.

Board members discussed
quotes for repairs to the base-
ball/softball field fences at Weil-
er-Wilson Park. The estimates

for that work came in between
$6,500 and $9,500. They tabled the
quotes, and Reynolds plans to do
site visits with both firms that
submitted quotes to discuss the
scope of the work.

See Prepping page 2

Trump
touts
trade
pact

President
announces
deal with
the UK.

By ALEX MORALES

Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

President Donald
Trump said the US. has
secured what he described
as a comprehensive trade
agreement with the UK.,
the culmination of weeks
of talks between the two
allies and marking the
first of his promised deals
with countries around the
world.

The US. president said
in a post on his social
media platform that
Thursday would be an
“exciting day” for the two
nations, with the White
House promising details in
a press conference at 10
a.m. in Washington.

“The agreement with
the United Kingdom is a
full and comprehensive
one that will cement the
relationship between the
United States and the Unit-
ed Kingdom for many
years to come,” Trump
wrote in a second post.
“Because of our long time
history and allegiance
together; it is a great honor
to have the United King-
dom as our FIRST
announcement. Many
other deals, which are in
serious stages of negotia-
tion, to follow!”

Despite Trump’s lan-
guage, any agreement is
likely to be limited.
The UK.-US. deal has
never been billed as a full-
scale free trade pact,
which typically take years
to negotiate. A UK. official
said Thursday’s announce-
ment will set out general
terms and focus on specif-
ic sectors. UK. Prime Min-
ister Keir Starmer is due
to speak about the deal
later on Thursday.

The arrangement keeps
in place a 10% baseline tar-
iff, according to people
familiar with it, who spoke
on condition of anonymity
to discuss the terms. The
10% level is seen by admin-
istration officials as a min-
imum floor on trading
partners, essential to rais-
ing revenue in the U.S. and
deterring trade cheating.

See Pact page 2

Morales defends ban on student IDs for voting

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana Secretary of State
Diego Morales on Wednesday cel-
ebrated the state’s forthcoming
student ID voting ban — just two
days after he and other Hoosier
election officials were named in a
lawsuit challenging the prohibi-
tion.

Since Indiana enacted its photo
ID law in 2005, it has allowed stu-
dents to use IDs issued by public
colleges or universities as proof
of identification at the polls. A
card must include the prospective
voter’s name, photo and a valid
expiration term.

That’s changing under Senate

A lawsuit has been filed against
new policy in U.S. District Court

Enrolled Act 10. Gov. Mike
Braun signed it into law last
month, but the ban goes into
effect July 1.

A news release from Morales’
office asserted that the law ends
the use of “unsecured” cards
“that do not meet uniform secu-
rity standards” — and instead
“ensures that all forms of ID

used at the polls are held to the
same level of verification.”

“Voting is a sacred right, and it
must be safeguarded through
consistent and reliable security
standards,” Morales said Wednes-
day. The law “reinforces my
promise that only eligible
Hoosiers are voting in our state,”
he continued.

But a lawsuit, filed Monday in
the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of Indiana,
called it a “surgical attack on
young voters.”

Indiana University sophomore
Josh Montagne — who is origi-
nally from Missouri — doesn’t
have any other form of ID. He
said obtaining one would be “bur-
densome” because his primary
form of transportation is walk-
ing and he doesn’t have access to
acar.

Count UsS IN and
Women4Change Indiana, mean-
while, said the ban would hamper
their get-out-the-vote efforts by
requiring resource-intensive vol-
unteer re-training and voter edu-

cation campaigns. They antici-
pated needing to help students
secure alternative forms of ID or
provide on-site Election Day
assistance so unaware students
aren’t disenfranchised.

The trio of plaintiffs alleged
that Senate Enrolled Act 10
“deliberately abridges young vot-
ers’ right to vote,” in violation of
the 26th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution.

The plaintiffs further argued
that the “sever(e) burden” on
such voters, done “without any
corresponding justification,” vio-
lates the 1st and 14th Amend-
ments. They requested an injunc-
tion.

See IDs page 2

Weather

Jay County had a high tempera-
ture of 74 degrees Wednesday. The

low was 50.

Tonight’s low will be in the
lower 40s. Expect sunny skies Sat-
urday and Sunday with highs in

the mid 70s. Lows will be in the 50s.
The high will be in the upper
70s Monday under partly cloudy
skies.
See page 2 for an extended out-
look.

In review

Jay County Solid Waste Man-
agement District will have recy-
cling trailers available today.
Trailers will be open from 9
a.m. to noon in the shopping
center at 220 Lincoln St., Port-
land, and Dunkirk City Park.

Coming up
Saturday — Details from the

‘l“ |

JCHS girls tennis match —
against Union City.
Tuesday — Coverage of

Monday’s Jay County Commis-
sioners meeting.

Wednesday — Details from
next week’s Dunkirk City Coun-
cil meeting.
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Capsule Reports

Truck flipped

Damage is estimated between
$25,000 and $50,000 after a Ten-

nessee man lost control of

semi he was driving on Indiana

but they were pulled into the

ditch, causing them to flip. The

truck came to a stop upright

with the trailer upside down.
The semi was towed.

the

1, causing it to overturn about

12:20 p.m. Tuesday.

Chad L. Goad, 57, Jamestown,
was driving his 1986 Peterbilt
382 south on the highway near
county road 200 North when his
trailer’s wheels on the passen-
ger side went off the west side
of the road. Goad attempted to
correct the truck and trailer,

Turning accident

A Portland man crashed a car
into a Portland woman’s vehi-
cle at the intersection of Merid-
ian and Water streets about

12:56 p.m. Tuesday.

Steven M. Keister, 35, was
driving a 1998 Ford Mustang on
Meridian Street. At the same
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Lotteries

Powerball
14-15-30-40-59
Power Ball: 20
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot: $82
million

Mega Millions
Estimated  jackpot:
$100 million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 8-4-5
Daily Four: 8-5-7-6
Quick Draw: 1-2-6-7-13-

Daily Four: 2-0-6-2

Quick Draw: 1-7-9-15-
20-23-25-27-34-38-40-44-47-
51-52-61-66-67-71-74

Cash 5: 7-8-33-37-42

Estimated jackpot:
$80,000

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 3-9-6
Pick 4: 2-4-9-7
Pick 5: 5-4-3-9-6
Evening
Pick 3: 3-8-1
Pick 4: 8-6-3-3
Pick 5: 1-6-4-3-0

26-29-33-47-49-50-54-57-60- Rolling Cash: 2-21-28-
62-64-66-73-76-78 31-39

Evening Estimated  jackpot:

Daily Three: 7-0-9 $100,000
Cooper Farms June beans ............ 10.61
Fort Recovery Wheat ....coovvveeeenn. 4.87
(076) 1 1 FORSUUUTR RS 4.54
June corn ................ 456 ADM .
July corn.................. 459 Montpelier

(076) 1 1 FERRRRUR 4.52

POET Biorefining %ggggorn
g&':la“d 461 June beans ..........
Tane copp 465 Wheat ....ccoooeeunenene. 4.76
July corn.................. 468 Heartland
The Andersons  Cu oy s
Richland Township  Junecorn ................ 4.60
COrN wevveveveiieeeenen, 458 BeanS.....eeceeeeen.
June corn ................ 4.58 June beans ....
Beans.........cccoeuue.. 10.56 Wheat ... 4.711

time, Katelyn M. Crump, 32,
was driving her 2017 Kia Soul
and stopped at the traffic light
in the southbound lane prepar-
ing to turn east. Keister told
police he swerved to avoid hit-

driving with a

scene of an accident.

$5,000 and $10,000.

ting Crump’s vehicle but still

crashed into it.

Prepping

Continued from page 1

They also acknowledged
that Portland Mayor Jeff
Westlake has removed
John McFarland from his
seat on the board. McFar-
land, who had been the
board’s vice president, had
been serving a voluntary
suspension since his
arrest on drug charges in
March. He was formally
charged last week with
two Level 5 felonies, three

Pact ...

Continued from page 1

A chief concern has been ensuring
that manufacturers don’t try to skirt
duties by merely shifting final assem-
bly or packaging of some goods to
countries with lower levies before
exporting them to the U.S. The deci-
sion to retain the baseline tariff was
reported earlier by CNN.

With polls showing Americans
souring on his economic steward-
ship, Thursday’s deal is a sign that
Trump is seeking an off-ramp from
his plan to raise U.S. tariffs to their
highest level in a century. The presi-
dent signaled that “many other deals
which, are in serious stages of nego-
tiation,” would follow as he looks to
topple barriers to U.S. exports and
calm market turmoil driven by the
sweeping scope of his tariffs.

Hopes that a trade deal will lift the
outlook for the UK. economy briefly
boosted the pound, but the gain fiz-
zled out as investors waited for
details. Stocks saw tentative gains
while still lagging peers, and gilts
outperformed European
and U.S. bonds ahead of the Bank of
England monetary policy decision.

Nevertheless, that the UK. is the
first country to secure a deal with
the US. is a win for Starmer, who'’s
likely to present it as a vindication of
his diplomatic approach of refusing

IDS HEN

Keister registered a 0.042
breath alcohol content on a pre-
liminary breath test. He was
cited with infractions and a
misdemeanor for operating a
vehicle recklessly and driving
in and out of a line of traffic,

Level 6 felonies and two
misdemeanors for charges
relating to possession of
narcotics, controlled sub-
stances, marijuana and
paraphernalia, as well as
unlawful possession of a
syringe.

Anyone
joining the park board
should contact city hall at
(260) 726-9395 or Ison at
(260) 251-7565.

The board also elected

Struck rear

her car into the back of

day.

dent.
board:
Brianna’s Hope to

cession building
interested in

Saturday, Aug. 9.

to overtly criticize Trump, holding
regular phone conversations with
the U.S. president and promising him
a second state visit to Britain. It
comes just two days after
the UK. announced it had sealed a
trade deal with India, Britain’s
biggest such agreement since it left
the European Union.

A US. trade deal has long been held
up as one of the great prizes of the
UK.’s departure from the European
Union, but after British
and U.S. negotiators held five rounds
of talks during the first Trump pres-
idency, his successor, Joe Biden, sus-
pended them. Thursday’s agreement
— five years after Brexit — is likely
to stop a long way short of the “all-
singing, all-dancing” deal that for-
mer Tory Prime Minister Boris John-
son once said was possible.

So far, US. talks with several
nations have centered around, at
best, a top-line deal on commitments
and intentions that may leave many
details traditionally included in com-
prehensive trade agreements to be
negotiated later. Other nations with
talks at high levels with
the U.S. include Japan, India and Isra
el.

Whatever the terms announced,
the UK. is still likely to be in a worse
economic position with its biggest

suspended
license, driving without insur-
ance and failing to stop at the

Damage is estimated between

A Portland woman crashed
Dunkirk man’s vehicle at the
intersection of county road 400

South and Industrial Drive in
Dunkirk about 9:17 p.,m. Sun-

Brewster as vice presi-
In other business, the
«Approved A Better Life -

Hudson Family park con-

motorcycle ride/family fun
day from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

‘Reviewed a donation
acceptance letter for a new
storage building for the

Marisa M. Smith, 23, was
driving her 2018 Jeep Wrangler
west on county road 400 South
behind a 2011 Dodge Avenger
driven by 19-year-old Elijah M.
Williams. She told police they
began slowing down while
entering a 35 mph speed zone
and Williams stopped abruptly.
a Williams told police Smith was
following him too closely.
Smith crashed into the back of
Williams’ car, causing between
$2,500 and $5,000 in estimated
damage.

Portland Rockets at Port-
land Memorial Park’s Run-
kle-Miller Field.

*Tabled a request from
the local HAMM Radio
Club to use the former con-
cession building at Milton
Miller Park. Reynolds and
street and parks depart-
ment superintendent Matt
Shauver will take a look at
the building to help deter-
mine if the request can be
accommodated.

use the

for a

individual trading partner than
before Trump’s tariff war, providing
potential attack lines for Starmer’s
domestic political opponents.

In intensive talks with their Amer-
ican counterparts, British envoys
have focused on securing reductions
in the most egregious tariffs — the
25% imposed on steel, aluminum and
the automotive sector — with an
expectation that Trump’s base tariffs
of 10% on other products would
remain.

With the Trump administration
conducting an investigation into the
pharmaceutical
industry, Britain was also seeking to
avoid the prospect of tariffs on drugs
— amajor export to the U.S. Trump’s
more recent threat of tariffs on the
film industry
another UK. strength — adde
another sector for Britain to defend.
An expansion of tariffs beyond goods
is ominous for the British economy,
which is dominated by its service sec-
tor.

In exchange for U.S. tariff reduc-
tions, UK. ministers had been con-
sidering lowering some agricultural
tariffs — while vowing to maintain
food standards — and reducing an
£800 million ($1.1 billion) digital serv-
ices tax that largely falls on U.S. tech
companies.

| Robert Neil Nuckols

Today in history

In 1502, Christopher
Columbus set sail on his
final voyage. A naviga-
tor and admiral, Colum-
bus left port from Cadiz,
Spain, hoping to find a
passage to Asia.

In 1754, what is con-
sidered to be the first
American political car-
toon was published in
The Pennsylvania
Gazette. It featured a
segmented snake and
featured the caption
“Join, or die.”

In 1973, Jay County
Hospital Board awarded
bids for the removal of a
house and garage on
property it had pur-
chased east of the hospi-

tal to J.C. Wells and Clyde
Gibson, respectively.

In 2018, Jay County
Council rejected Scout
Clean Energy’s request
for a tax abatement on
its planned $150-million
Bitter Ridge Wind
Farm. After some
adjustments the abate-
ment would be approved
in September.

In 2022, Jay County
Commissioners  hired
John Hankins to become
director of Jay County
Emergency Management
Agency. Hankins
resigned later in the year,
with Samantha Rhode-
hamel taking the role.

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Monday

9 a.m. — Jay County
Commissioners, audi-
torium, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Election Board, vot-
ing room, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

4 p.m. — Jay County
Public Library Board
of Trustees, Communi-
ty Room, library, 315 N.
Ship St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Country Living Adviso-
ry Board executive ses-
sion, Jay County Com-
munity Center Senior

Area, 115 E. Water St.,
Portland.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk
City Council, city
building, 131 S. Main
St.

Tuesday

6 p.m. — Ridgeville
Town Council, fire sta-
tion, 302 N. Walnut St.

Wednesday

4 pm. Portland
Board of Works, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

Continued from page 1
An estimated two-thirds
of students at Indiana Uni-
versity’s flagship Bloom-
ington campus used stu-
dent IDs to vote at the in-
campus polling place in the
2024 general election,
according to the complaint.
The plaintiffs alleged the
law’s narrow exclusion of
student IDs was unfair.
“Indiana law does not
exclude any other category
of ID in this way. In fact, in
recent years, the legislature
has amended the voter ID
law to expand the scope of
acceptable IDs, even allow-
ing for the use of certain
IDs that do not otherwise
meet the statutory require-
ments,” the lawsuit reads.
For example, documents
issued by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense, U.S.
Department of Veterans
Affairs, the Indiana Nation-
al Guard, a federally recog-

SERVICES

Friday

Teagle, Dorotha: Il am,
Walker & Glancy Funeral Home,
109 W.Windsor St., Montpelier.

Camp, Diane: |l am,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Muhlenkamp, Sheryl:
11:30 a.m., Holy Trinity Catholic
Church, 7321 E. Indiana 67,
Bryant.

Monday
Manning, William: 10:30
a.m., Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

nized Native American
tribe or other entities can
be used even when they
don’t have expiration dates,
or have indefinite expira-
tion dates.

Morales and lawmakers
justified the ban as ensur-
ing that only Indiana resi-
dents and U.S. citizens can
vote in the state’s elections.

The plaintiffs, however,
noted that Indiana’s photo
ID law isn’t structured to
confirm a voter’s residence
or citizenship — just that
the person who shows up at
the polls is who they claim.

Sadly missed by your wife,
Barbara Ann Nuckols
Daughter, Cindy Lou
Schumann, Son,

Ricky Neil Nuckols (wife: Kim)
10 grandchildren,

3 great grandchildren

5/18/1941-5/9/2000

The month of May comes with sorrow.
How much I lost that sad day.

No one knows the silent heartaches
The grief I bare in silence and the tears
For the one I loved so much.

I know we'll meet again
a loving memory never dies.
asyears roll on and days go by
In my heart a memory is kept of
The one I loved and will never forget.

Run a full-page color ad in

The Commercial Review (Portland),
The News-Gazette (Winchester)
and The News Times (Hartford City)

+$600

Space for color is limited. Ads will automatically
convert to black and white if color space is not available.

TWO

5x5 BLOWOUT for the
5" month of the year!
Run all of the following:

FOUR 5x5 ads in The Commercial Review

5x5 ads in The News-Gazette

ONE 5x5 ad in The News Times

5250

Call (260) 726-8141 or email ads@thecr.com

GRAPHIC
PRINTING

NEWSPAPERS

Rates do not apply to special sections. Ads must run in May.
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Character Counts

Students were recently selected from each classroom at East Elementary School for exhibiting all six character counts traits —
responsibility, caring, respect, trustworthiness, citizenship and fairness — all school year. Pictured above at left are first graders (front row)
Pedro Navarro-Hernandez, Lucy Loyd and Camryn Foreman, and (second row) Quinn Alt, Bryson Berry and Lillian Ingram. Pictured at right above
are second graders (front row) Braylee Broering, Briella Haley, Skye Ingram and Starlynn Roser and (second row) Brett Huntsman, Joseph Arnold
and Thobe Keller.
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Relative makes bad choices

DEAR ABBY: My cousin (more
like a sister) has made some
extremely rash and concerning
choices over the last year. After
she had her second baby, she left
her husband and started seeing a
series of borderline-abusive men.
She’s now in the process of sign-
ing full custody of the children
over to her ex-husband and impul-
sively buying a house out of state.

What I'm finding challenging is,
she will accept nothing less than
“full support” from her family and
friends.

She has cut off her sister, to the
point of not attending her wed-
ding, because she expressed that
maybe it was time for her to talk to
a professional about her mental
health. She hasn’t spoken to her
mother in months either.

I don’t want to cut her off,

GON

— CONCERNED COUSIN IN ORE-
DEAR COUSIN: Tell your

/ .PCC UIiEVEL

et Youg FOUNDATION EXPEy

Dear
Abby

because I think she genuinely
needs help and is experiencing
something very challenging. But
she’s trying to manipulate her ex-
husband into giving her more
alimony money, while she runs
around with a man who verbally
abuses her in public.

I think she’s a danger to herself,
but if I say as much, she’ll cut me
off too.

Should I stay in her life so I can
help when she inevitably needs it?
Or should I take a harsher stance?

Community Calendar

cousin (who is more like a sis-
ter) you love her dearly, but
she’s making some serious mis-
takes, and you are afraid for
her future. It’s the truth. Let
her know that watching her
estrange herself from her fami-
ly has been painful for you, and
if things don’t turn out as she
hopes, you will be there for her.
Then back away until the dust
settles.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail
Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.

Contact Dear Abby at DearAb-
by.com or RO. Box 69440, Los Ange-
les, CA 90069.
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Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Friday

PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
To learn more informa-

tion, please call (260) 251-
3259.

Saturday

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
aum. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for

Sudoku

Level: Advanced
Thursday’s Solution

915|8)4|3|7]2[|1]|6

The objective is to fill a 1lalel2]9ls8lsl3]7
nine-by nine grid so that

each column, each row,and | 71312]16[5{1]18]4]9

each of the nine threeby- | 8|2(9l714|311]|615
three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains S|7]4)9[1[6]3]8]2

the digits from 1 to Qonly |3|6[1|5(8|2]7[9]4

one time each. 6l1ls5ls8l7l4]l9]2]3

4191311]|2|5]16[7]8

2(8(713[6(9]14(5]1

all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday

PORTLAND BREAK-
FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

JAY COUNTY DRUG
PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at noon
the second Monday of
each month at Jay County
Campus of Arts Place, 131
E Walnut St, Portland. For

more information, call
(260) 251-3259.
EUCHRE — Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
DIABETES SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 3 p.m.
on the second Monday of
each month at Mercer
Health in Coldwater, Ohio.
TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.
PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the second
and fourth Monday of
each month at Richards
Restaurant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 5-yearwarranty

with qualifying purchase* - valued at $535.

Call 866-953-2203
to schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.

GENERAC
B ——— ]

OUT OF TOWN
BUNDLE DROP DRIVER

‘Must be dependable
- Average 15-20 hours a week

‘Paid weekly

Wanna become a part of
our team? We are looking

for somebody who is
interesed in dropping
newsstand papers to

businesses! Apply at the

Commercial Review.

309 West

Main Street Portland, IN 47371

No Phone Calls Please
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Fed needs credit for steady hand

By MORTON J. MARCUS

Let’s take a look at some spe-
cific consumer prices.

What we hear or read about
are inflation data for the nation.
But there is a vast amount of
data for other geographies.
Sadly, Indiana and Indianapolis
are not blessed with data as are
Cincinnati and Chicago. Howev-
er, we do have data for the Mid-
west, that area from Cleveland
to Kansas City.

If we look at March 2015
through March 2025, we find
prices rising faster in the
nation, 3.1% on average, than in
the Midwest (2.9%). These are
the average annual increases in
consumer prices for the month

The differences are small,
and the Midwest advantage has
not been sustained.

The Consumer Price Index
(CPI) for March 2022 had the
highest springtime increase
(year over year) in inflation in
those 10 years: 8.5% for the
nation and 8.6% for the Mid-
west. By this year, the March

nation and 2.7% for the Mid-
west.

These data are most encourag-
ing. The important change is
the decline in the rate of infla-
tion, nationally and regionally.
To lead or to trail the nation by
small figures is inconsequential
compared to the benefits of
declining inflation which was
manifest in 10 critical sectors.

For the Midwest, the annual
rate of inflation in each of these
10 categories declined from
highs in March 2022 to March
2025: Apparel fell from 4.3% to
1.8%, Food at home down from
11.3% to 2.3%, New cars went
from a 14.6% rate of inflation to
a barely noticeable 0.3%, Used

0.6%, and fuel for those vehicles
from 46.1% down to minus
11.9%.

Of those categories that
peaked in 2023, the record is
similarly encouraging: Profes-
sional health services down in
the Midwest from 3.8% to 2.6%,
Home owners’ rental equivalent
increase fell from 6.9% to 5.3%,
rents on housing fell corre-
spondingly from 7.3% to 5.2%,
electricity declined from 9.8%
increases to 3.9%and food eaten
away from home dropped from a
9.2% increase t0 3.6%.

To the extent that we still have
some inflation, it is definitely
tamed down from its worse rag-
ing of two to three years ago.

or current president, but to the
steady hand of the Federal
Reserve which has shown mod-
eration in its influence over
interest rates.

You may have anticipated
something on the price of eggs.
The CPI does not report on egg
prices for subnational regions.
Nationally, egg prices, in March
this year, were 60.4% higher
than a year earlier.

Today, my supermarket has
them down from last week.
That’s the hard-boiled truth.

Marcus is an economist for-
merly with Indiana University’s
Kelley School of Business.
Email him at mortonjmar-

of March.

increase was 2.4%

We can’t pretend
that Putin is ready

Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

The  White House
deserves credit for revital-
izing diplomacy to end the
war in Ukraine. In its
haste for a deal, however,
its proposals have too
often looked indistin-
guishable from a surren-
der on Russia’s terms. If
the U.S. wants to secure a
lasting peace, it will need
to put forward a more
credible offer — and, most
important, increase the
pressure on Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin to
accept.

According to multiple
reports, American nego-
tiators have offered up a
ceasefire plan that would
leave Russia in de facto
control of almost all the
Ukrainian territory it cur-
rently occupies. In addi-
tion to land, Putin would
win substantial sanctions
relief. The U.S. may also
formally recognize
Crimea, which Russia ille-
gally annexed in 2014.

Ukraine would Dbe
allowed to maintain its
military but be offered
only vague security guar-
antees, to be enforced by
an ad hoc coalition of
allies (not including
the U.S.). For at least the
duration of the current
U.S. administration, it
would be barred from
joining NATO. Further
details would be negotiat-
ed after the guns fall
silent.

Despite such a favorable
offer, Putin seems in no
hurry to end his invasion,
continuing to demand all
four Ukrainian regions he
only partially controls.
For their part, Ukrainian
leaders rightly argue that
they need a clearer pledge
of continued U.S. military
support: not necessarily
boots on the ground, but
air defense systems, help
with cybersecurity and
intelligence, and a U.S.
backstop for any allied
peacekeeping troops.

Otherwise any pause is
likely to last only as long

as it takes Russia to
rebuild its forces. The
agreement signed

Wednesday to give
the U.S. privileged access
to Ukraine’s mineral
resources is no substitute.

The White House ought
to keep two things in
mind. First, it cannot
expect Ukrainians simply
to accept a capitulation
they anticipate will lead
to a renewed assault.
While they have little
hope of ejecting Russian
forces in the near term,
their defenses have been
stout. The country now
boasts Europe’s largest
standing army and manu-

Guest
Editorial

factures many of its own
weapons. Its people are
weary of war but not
ready to give in.

Second, Russia’s advan-
tages aren’t as decisive as
they appear. Over the past
three years, its troops
have advanced slowly and
at enormous cost. Its war
economy is straining
under high inflation,
labor shortages, soaring
interest rates and dwin-
dling foreign reserves.
After purportedly topping
4% last year, growth has
sputtered to around 0%,
according to Goldman
Sachs Group Inc. Lower
oil prices have dented a
major source of budget
revenue.

The longer the war
drags on, the greater the
risk of economic collapse
and social unrest at home.
Putin has good reason to
seek a deal — and reason
to fear American pressure
if he does not.

U.S. officials have
implied that they’ve pre-
sented their final offer
and are prepared to “walk
away” if the two sides
cannot agree. Certainly,
that would be wiser than
underwriting a sham set-
tlement that rewards
aggression and invites
future wars.

A  Dbetter strategy,
though, would be to make
clear the U.S. is willing to
provide logistical help to
peacekeepers on the
ground, continued aid for
Ukraine’s military and
defense industries, and
backing for the country’s
integration into Europe’s
security architecture and
eventual membership in
the European Union.

Simultaneously, Ameri-
can officials should let the
Kremlin know that if it
continues to balk, the U.S.
will further tighten sanc-
tions, including second-
ary measures against buy-
ers of Russian oil, and
take steps to strengthen
Ukraine’ ability to defend
itself. U.S. military aid
and intelligence will flow
unimpeded.

No matter what deal he
signs now, Putin will like-
ly continue to view
Ukraine as Russian and
Ukrainians’ freedom as a
threat. To endure, any
peace agreement must
therefore include a sub-
stantive deterrent against
future aggression. The
U.S. ought to provide it.

for the

cars and trucks from 35.1% to

That’s not a credit to the former

cus@gmail.com.
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More donors are needed

By STEVEN LEVITT

and RUBY RORTY
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

For economists, America’s organ
shortage is a perplexing public health
problem. About 37 million Ameri-
cans suffer from kidney disease, and
more than 800,000 live with kidney
failure. At this advanced stage,
patients either receive a kidney trans-
plant or remain on dialysis — an
expensive and often debilitating treat-
ment — for the rest of their lives. Of
the more than 90,000 Americans
placed on the kidney transplant wait-
list, only about 1 in 4 in 2024 received
a kidney.

There are simple steps we can take
to radically increase the number of
kidneys available for transplant, but
political and institutional inertia has
stood in the way of these changes. By
changing incentives for prospective
donors and transplant centers, we
could save thousands of lives every
year.

The first and best step toward this
goal is passage of the End Kidney
Deaths Act, or EKDA, a piece of legis-
lation just reintroduced in Congress
that would secure $50,000 in refund-
able tax credits for living kidney
donors who donate to someone they
don’t know.

Historically, advocacy efforts have
focused on increasing organ donation
by encouraging people to register to
be donors upon death. This is a noble
cause, but not one that will ultimately
address our nation’s kidney shortage:
Fewer than 2% of people die in a way
that allows their kidneys to be recov-
ered for transplant.

Fortunately, there is a better
option. The gold standard treatment
for end-stage kidney disease is a
transplant from a living donor, which
can last its recipient up to twice as
long as one from a deceased source.
Kidney donation is remarkably safe
and getting safer — donors have the
same life expectancy as nondonors,
and the operation has better out-

Guest
Opinion

comes on average than childbirth and
appendectomies. What’s more, tens
of thousands of brave people are will-
ing to donate one of their kidneys in
order to save the life of aloved one or
stranger.

Today, however, only a third of
transplanted kidneys come from liv-
ing donors. Why is that?

One barrier to widespread living
donation is a lack of willing donors.
Despite the low level of risk associat-
ed with kidney donation, it remains
an intensive process with a recovery
time that can vary from four weeks to
several months. Donation can also be
expensive: Donors miss weeks of
work during the evaluation, donation
and recovery process on top of trans-
portation and caretaking costs.

One 2019 paper by university
researchers estimated that donors
face financial disincentives in the
range of $38,000. Programs that nom-
inally reimburse donors for inciden-
tal costs are either means-tested
against recipients or only offer reim-
bursement after donation, meaning
donors must be able to afford lost
wages and other costs upfront.

In the United States, it remains ille-
gal to provide donors with any valu-
able consideration for kidney dona-
tion. This not only prohibits financial
compensation, but also prevents
donors from receiving health care
coverage or other benefits following
donation.

At the policy level, we can bring liv-
ing organ donation to an all-time high
by revisiting the National Organ
Transplant Act, or NOTA, the legisla-
tion that makes compensation for kid-
ney donation illegal. The EKDA, a 10-

year pilot program proposed by the
Coalition to Modify NOTA, offers a
sensible, moderate approach to valu-
able consideration in the form of
refundable tax credits of $50,000 for
nondirected living donors. The credit
would be paid out over the course of
five years, at $10,000 each year, and
mirror the support we already extend
to other public servants, such as vet-
erans, firefighters and adoptive par-
ents.

If the act passes, the coalition esti-
mates that 100,000 Americans would
receive healthy Kkidneys from living
donors over the course of 10 years.
Taxpayers would save $10 billion to
$37 billion in averted dialysis costs
over the same time period. Mean-
while, such policy reform would also
help tackle a persistent disparity: the
disproportionate impact of Kkidney
disease on low-income Americans,
who are significantly less likely to
receive a kidney from a loved one.

Importantly, this effort is being led
not just by politicians or social engi-
neers, but also by living donors and
transplant surgeons — people who
are intimately familiar with the
process of Kidney donation and the
struggles faced by donors and recipi-
ents alike.

Often, we don’t know how to solve
big problems in health care. In the
case of kidney disease, we already
have some of the answers. By imple-
menting commonsense reforms, vot-
ers, policymakers and medical insti-
tutions can team up to radically
reduce death and suffering as a result
of this devastating disease.

Levitt is an emeritus professor of
economics at the University of Chicago
and co-founder and faculty director of
the university’s Center for Radical
Innovation for Social Change. Rorty is
a senior analyst at the center. Together;
they lead the initiative Project Donor;
which draws on behavioral science
insights to support living organ
donors in Chicago and nationwide.
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Steps can help

mental

University of Missouri

COLUMBIA, Missouri.
— You know the drill. The
calendar is overflowing,
you're running late and
finally leaving the office for
meetings. And then you
notice a teary-eyed cowork-
er with a quivering lip who
softly utters, “Have a good
day”

Do you have time to stop?
No. Should you make time?
Yes, says University of Mis-
souri Extension pesticide
applicator training coordi-
nator Sam Polly.

Polly says he too often
sees stressed-out farmers,
ag industry people and col-
leagues. Even though his
“hair on fire” schedule
often dictates the workday,
he tries to find time to lend
an ear and offer a kind
word.

Rural communities
where Polly teaches pesti-
cide safety are especially
vulnerable to stress and
mental health challenges,
says Karen Funkenbusch,
director for Missouri’s
Farm and Ranch Stress
Assistance program.

Compared to urban resi-
dents, rural folks face per-
vasive stigma and geo-
graphic barriers to getting
mental health care, accord-
ing to the Journal of the
Missouri State Medical
Association. Funkenbusch
says that makes it especial-
ly important for people in
rural communities to be
aware of  challenges
friends, neighbors and
acquaintances might expe-
rience in their everyday
lives.

During May, Mental
Health Month, Polly and
Funkenbusch offer 10 tips
to lighten the load for oth-
ers:

Encourage breaks

Set the example by tak-
ing a 15-minute walk occa-
sionally. Ask a coworker to
join you on a “walk-and-
talk.”

Just say no

Set boundaries and
accept that others have
them also. Learn to say and
accept “no.”

Check judgment

“Offer a nonjudgmental
listening ear,” says Polly.
“Let them know they are
not alone, and thank them
for having the courage to
face their challenges.”

Give grace

Before your colleague
even arrives at work, they
may have already done a
day’s work: getting kids to
school, cooking breakfast,
throwing in a load of laun-
dry. They might have had to
deal with forgotten home-
work or lunch money, a flat

health

Before you
add to their
anxiety,
pause and
remember that
employees
are people
whose days
sometimes
get off to a
rough start.

tire, an escaped pet. Before
you add to their anxiety,
pause and remember that
employees are people
whose days sometimes get
off to a rough start. Ask
yourself if their perform-
ance is helped or hurt by
how you react, and give
grace where you can, says
Funkenbusch.

Be the example

Encourage others to
show Kkindness by setting
an example. Lift others up
by jotting a message on a
sticky note and leaving it
on a windshield, computer
screen or mirror.

Accommodate

When possible, build flex-
ibility into your work and
home environment.

Elephant on menu

Step back and break
tasks into manageable por-
tions. Think about, “How
do you eat an elephant? One
bite at a time.”

Start with gratitude

When you see a coworker
struggling, suggest that
they write down three
things they are grateful for
each morning. Make it a
morning habit to think of
three things or people you
are grateful for while you
brush your teeth.

Seek awe every day
Take a walk and relish in
the little things like icicles
on the barn, the smell of
freshly cut hay, spring flow-
ers, fall color or the bawl of
a newborn calf. Polly calls
it “medicine for the mind.”

Use resources

Find resources in the
Mental Health Toolkit,
from MU Extension and
the Farm and Ranch Stress
Assistance Center, at
muext.us/MentalHealth-
Toolkit, or follow Show-Me
Strong Farm Families at
facebook.com/ShowMe-
StrongFarmFamilies.

‘ Daugherty Water for Food Global Institute

Claudia Ringler (right), director of natural resources and resilience at the International Food
Policy Research Institute, delivers the keynote speech at the April 29 Heuermann Lecture. Panelists
included Brandon Hunnicutt (left), a fifth-generation Nebraska farmer and chairman of the Nebraska Corn
Board, and Abbie Raikes, director of the University of Nebraska Medical Center’s Center for Global Health
and Development (second from left). The panel was moderated by Jesse Bell (second from right), director
of water, climate and health at the Daugherty Water for Food Global Institute.

Irrigation importance

By ARIANNA ELNES
Daugherty Water for Food Global Institute

Claudia Ringler, director of natural
resources and resilience at the Inter-
national Food Policy Research Insti-
tute, discussed the often-overlooked
connection between irrigation and
nutrition in an April 29 Heuermann
Lecture at the University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln.

The lecture was part of the week-
long 2025 Water for Food Global Con-
ference, hosted by the Daugherty
Water for Food Global Institute at the
University of Nebraska.

“If you have water security, you are
more likely to have food security,”
Ringler told a full crowd in the
Nebraska Innovation Campus Con-
ference Center. “If you are water inse-
cure, you are actually consuming
fewer food groups and are more likely
to be malnourished.”

Ringler said traditional nutrition
science has largely overlooked how
irrigation influences dietary quality
and health outcomes. Irrigation sup-
ports food security, she said, by
extending the growing season,
improving crop yields, diversifying
food production, supporting animal
products and enhancing the effective-
ness of other agricultural inputs.

“IThrough irrigation], we are
expanding the growing season,”
Ringler said. “We are improving the
cropping index. We are diversifying
the production mix. We improve the
benefits of other inputs, such as fer-
tilizers or seed technologies.”

Additionally, in many low- and mid-
dle-income countries, irrigation sys-
tems support not only agricultural
production, but household water
needs.

“And so, water for domestic uses is
also important for nutrition,” Ringler
said. “To maximize the nutrition ben-
efits from irrigation, we have to pay
more attention to domestic water.”

There are many opportunities for
improvement, she said.

Lecture highlights benefits
including improving crop yields
and extending the growing season

Ringler noted that there is a direct
link between research and develop-
ment investment and food security,
and while there has been significant
progress, it has also slowed signifi-
cantly Many farmers around the
world still lack access to the tech-
nologies and practices needed to use
water efficiently, improve yields and
support better nutrition, she said.

Ringler said the relationship
between irrigation and nutrition is
not a straight line, but intentional
planning can help close the gap. She
introduced four pathways that can
help ensure irrigation systems con-
tribute to improved nutrition:

«Promoting crop biodiversity to
increase nutrient density in diets;

«Raising household incomes
through productive agriculture;

JImproving water access
hygiene and sanitation;

«Supporting women, who are more
likely to be household cooks and
child caretakers, to be involved in
agricultural irrigation and decision-
making, which is linked to reduced
child undernutrition.

She also highlighted the chal-
lenges of poor sanitation and malnu-
trition, which frequently occur
together in water-insecure commu-
nities. In this context, irrigation can
be a powerful tool to improve both
health and agricultural outcomes.

A panel discussion moderated by
Jesse Bell, director of water, climate
and health at the Daugherty Water

for

for Food Global Institute, followed
Ringler’s talk.

Drawing on her experience work-
ing in Rwanda, where stunting
affects 35% to 40% of children,
Abbie Raikes, director of the Uni-
versity of Nebraska Medical Cen-
ter’s Center for Global Health and
Development, emphasized the
importance of learning from inno-
vations abroad and breaking down
silos between agriculture and public
health.

“I've worked in public health for a
long time, and rarely do I see the
agricultural community represent-
ed,” she said. “It’s encouraging to see
this audience engaged and ready to
take on the challenge.”

Ringler concluded with a chal-
lenge to all attendees:

“Take one thing from this talk and
apply it to your work,” she said.
“Anyone working in irrigation has
the power to help move the needle on
nutrition.”

Heuermann Lectures are spon-
sored by the University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln’s Institute of Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources and
funded by a gift from the late B. Keith
and Norma Heuermann of Phillips.
The Heuermanns have been long-
time university supporters, with a
strong commitment to the state’s
production agriculture, natural
resources, rural areas and people.

Watch the Heuermann Lecture at
mediahub.unl.edu/media/24689.

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr.

Ft. Recovery, OH
419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com
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Baird Freeman

Funeral Home
221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN
260-726-7171
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Sisters
Sweet Escape

41 W 275 S
Portland, IN 47371
260-202-9591

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road
Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390
Fortkampfoam.com

All Weather
Heating and Air
Conditioning

Hopkins Repair,

LLC
Auto & light truck repair

Mon-Fri. « 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins
260-251-0459

J Wood Products
For Sale
Sawdust & Firewood Call
or Text 260-251-1154.
415 W Water St. Portland.
7:00 am-3:00 pm.

Dentistry

Portland

Vormohr Family

1413 W. Votaw St.,

260-726-7822

Brigade

You’re safer

(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland
& Surrounding Areas

All Circuit

Electrical, LLC
5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336
www.allcircuitelectrical.com

B

Display Craft Signs
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Jay County Drug
Prevention
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St.,
Portland, IN 47371
260-251-3259
Email:
jedpccontact@gmail.com

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road,
Portland, IN 47371
(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St.,

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Dunn Family

Dental Care
110 W. North St.
Portland, IN 47371
260-726-8007

Williams
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave.

Portland, IN

This local business listing runs
4 times a month with packages of either

$25, or $50.

Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

8-5:30 Mon-Fri,
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts
since 1951
(260) 726-8001
www.williamsautoparts.com
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“Here’s your Mother’s Day card,
Mommy. Miss Johnson gave
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Bidding quiz

1. The bidding has gone:
Partner You

1y I NT

2a ?

What would you bid now with:
& KQ9Y Y 762 ¢ 853 & |1094

2. You are South, and the bidding

has gone:
West North  Fast South
Pass I NT 2 b

‘What would you bid now with:
41959 74 ¢ 843 & AKQYS

3. The bidding has gone:

You Partner
1¢ 28
24 24
ie kY

What is partner’s most likely dis-

tribution?
LR

1. Three hearts. It would be
wrong to pass two spades, since
partner is showing a strong hand
(upward of 17 points, including
distribution) with greater length in
hearts than spades. For example.
partner might have one of these
hands to justily his bidding:
& AIG3 Y AQIIS ¢ 10 & AQ2
& AJR74 ¥ AKJI0534 986
A ATT2Y AQIBS4 ¢ KQ & 7

Certainly. you'd want to be
four hearts on the first and third
hands, and in four hearts or four

spades on the second, proving that
an excessively cautious pass of two
spades could be very costly.

2. Three notrump. True, you have
na heart stopper, but that shouldn't
prevent you from bidding what
ought to be the right contract. The
odds are very good that partner has
at least one heart stopper, so under-
taking a game in notrump is clearly
indicated. The temptation to bid
three clubs should be rejected, as
virtually all experienced players
would treat three clubs in this
sequence as not forcing. They would
reserve that bid for hands such as
A Q73¥ 84 1065 % KU8742, where
you are likely to make three clubs,
but not three notrump.

3. Partner probably has [ive
spades and six clubs, and either two
red singletons or a doubleton in
one of the red suits. Partner might
have five spades and seven clubs,
but that 1s less likely.

The key lies in partner’s three-
spade bid. He can’t be rebidding a
four-card suit, so he must have lve
spades. TTe must also have more
clubs than spades because, il he
had equal length in the two suits. he
would have bid the higher-ranking
suit first. Therefore, partner must
have at least 11 black cards, five of
which are spades, for all three of
his bids to make sense.

Tomorrow: The so-called guessing game.
32025 King leatures Syndicate Inc
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CRYPTOQUIP
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NWWMHEPO TXGEKM NP ANQ CN

YNGM T ZTZR'V KHTXJM ZTKB

TPX WNHCA:

“HNKB CAEYV

QTR.”

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE STORE WAS
SELLING TWO WOOD-SHREDDING MACHINE
MODELS, SO 1 WENT WITH THE CHEAPER

CHIPPER.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: A equals H

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS  35Parking DOWN 20 Condo
1 Abbr. in place 1 Pear coolers
an email 36 Plain choice 23 Advertis-
4 “Frozen’ writing 2Clubina ing award
snowman 37 Personal Manilow 24 Fireplace
8 Pop history song fuel
flavor 39 Calendar 3“Moon- 25 Lighten
12 “What a abbr. struck” 26 Edge
cute 401CU actress 27 Mando-
kitten!” hookups 4 Mork’s lin's kin
13 Make 41 Virgilepic  people on 28 Teensy
over 45 Base- a sitcom bit
14 Actor ball's 5 Some 29 Addams
Clive Musial jabs cousin
15 Repre- 48 Re- 6 Big fuss 32 Abandon
sent guested 7 Disallows 33 Prep
17 Monthly 50 “Listen!” 8 Welsh coffee
payment 51 Sharp pooch beans
18 Auto floor 52 Prefix 9 Have 35 Actress
covering with night  debts Tyler
19 Purse orlight 10 Nowvelist 36 Hogs the
21 Connec- 53 Sapporo Deighton mirror
tions sashes 11 Busy 38 Cries
22 Frozen 54 Canal insect from sties
spike zones? 16 Out of 39 Charlatan
26 Fashion 55 Enervate whack 42 New
gﬁlmgner Solution time: 25 mins. 43 &Zv;t;ska
29 Luggage neighbor
tags, e.g. 44 Faucet
30 Mauna — problem
31 Trenches 45 HBO
32 U.S. Army [clolp rival
bases 2 g i 46 Indent
33 Musi- key
cian's -OE 47 “Exodus”
jobs R|C hero
34 Jurist E K 49 Salt
Lance £ source

10

1

Beetle Bailey

HOW DID YOoU
STUFF 50 MEN
INTO 'IéHAT TRUCK

WORK WITH
CLOWNS AT
THE CIRCUS

I USEDTO

1, Inc. Distributed by King | eswres Syndicars

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,
Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Dave’s
Heating & Gooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Auts Sales & Sewsice, Tue.
Highway 67 W,

Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

Wepies

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning

For Quick Drying,
Residential &
Commercial

4
Green Seal® ¥
Approved

Donna Wendel
Gell: 260-251-1077

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

Bricker s Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC

« Life « Health
Employee Benefits
* Dental ¢ Vision

* Medicare
Supplements ¢
Annuities
MA'ET FRANKS
your ometown agent

(260) 729-5200

111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

00 CLASSIFIEDS

THE
CLASSFIEDS
Find it,
Buy It,
Sell It!
(260) 726-8141

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes
Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquE,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located 620 N Pierce
Street, Portland IN
Saturday Morning
MAY 24, 2025
9:30 A.M.

REAL ESTATE
3 Bedroom manufac-
tured home with approxi-
mately 1400 square feet
of living area sitting on
concrete crawl space.
This 1994 home fea-
tures 2 full bathrooms,
gas forced air furnace,
central air, metal roof,
and attached carport
with approximately 736
square feet. This home
is situated on a 136i x
173i corner lot which is
equivalent to 3 city lots.
Property also has 2 out-
door storage sheds.
This home is located at
the east end of Portland
near the Jay County
Fairgrounds which
allows you to live in the
city limits while enjoying
the rural sitting.

For more information or
private showing contact
GARY LOY, AUCTION-
EER at (260) 726-5160
or KIM LOY, REAL
ESTATE BROKER at
(260) 729-2213.
ELDON MILLER
By Ron Miller POA
And
ROWENA MILLER,
DECEASED
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069
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Mallory Winner lurches forward to fling a pitch to home plate during the
Patriots’ 3-1 loss to the fifth-ranked Starfires on Wednesday. South Adams
managed to get three runs from just three hits and three walks by Winner.

Sports on tap

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Slip ...

Continued from page 8

Jay County posed anoth-
er threat in the seventh
inning as Shimp and Win-
ner opened with back-to-
back singles. With no outs
and two runners on, O’Dell
took another trip out to the
mound.

“Be sharp,”” O’Dell
recalled telling Baker and
his infield. “‘Trust our
training.” We really hone in
fundamentals and not
throwing the ball around.
If they score a run, they
score a run, but we don’t
want to make this a big
inning. “You don’t have to
do anything extra.” And I
thought the kids responded
and did a great job.”

Baker got Schweiterman
to fly out to right field, but
Shimp tagged up to
advance to third base in the
process.

In the following at bat,
Carley Trinidad hit a high
pop up in the foul territo-
ry outside the left handed
batters box. Despite Rea-
gan Bollenbacher and
Reagan Beitler, the catch-
er and third baseman, col-
liding on the play, the lat-
ter managed to hold onto
the ball for the out. While
the two were on the

ground, Winner tagged up
to take second base.

Shimp finally came
around to score on the sec-
ond pitch of Ava Bice’s at
bat when she swung at a
high pitch that got past Bol-
lenbacher. While Winner
made it up to third on the
same passed ball, she never
scored as Baker ended the
game by catching Bice
looking at the second and
third strikes.

The Patriots have now
lost two of their last three
games (all three games
came against ranked
teams) and both defeats
have come to conference
opponents. They will need
to have a short memory to
avoid any further slide
when they take on Bluffton
on Thursday.

“I told the girls I've got a
little thing called the
STM,” Arbuckle said. “It’s
called short term memory.
So we get to come back
and play another game
tomorrow night. We’ll see
how we come back and
answer tomorrow night at
home against Bluffton. ...
You've just got to move on,
learn something from it
and put it to the best of
your ability.”

Box score

Jay County Patriots
vs. Class 2A No. 5 South
Adams Starfires

Jay County (11-2, 1-2 ACAC)

Ruble ss
Missicano cf
Lykins ¢
May cr
Shimp 1b
Plessinger pr
Winnner p
Schwieterman rf
Trinidad 2b
Bice If
CBrown 3b
Totals

NwwNhwWoONOwww
POOOOOORrROOOO=
COO0OO00O0OO0O0O0OOOOE

N
TN B

South Adams (12-2, 2-

i)

Patterson cf
Weigel 2b
Baker p
Nnschwndr 1b

CBlInbchr pr
Beitler 3b
Bernard dp
RBollenbacher ¢
ABrown If
LeFever rf
Totals

ONNWWOWWNN
R
>
-hOl\)OOOOI—‘OHO:I'g WOOOORrORrORrROOT
(3}

wooooooocowog™

WRPRPOOOOOOO0ORr=

N
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Jay County 000
So. Adams 003

000 1—1
000 X—3

LOB — Jay County 4, South Adams
3. 2B — South Adams 1 (Weigel).
SB — Jay County 1 (Schwieter-
man), South Adams 1 (Patterson).

IP H R ER BB SO

Jay County
Winner 5 3 3 3 3 5
Trinidad 1 1 0 0 O 2

South Adams
Baker 7 310 2 8

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Girls tennis vs. Union City — 5
p.m.; Track ACAC tournament at Bluffton — 5:30
p.m.; JV baseball vs. Norwell — 5:30 p.m.; Junior

high baseball at Adams Central — 5 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball vs. Crestview — 5

p.m.; Softball at South Adams — 5 p.m.

Saturday

Jay County — Baseball doubleheader at Hager-
stown - 10 a.m.; Softball at Lady Panther Classic —

10 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Softball at Covington Classic —

10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

TV sports

Florida Panthers (TNT)

Today
4:30 p.m. — IndyCar: Sonsio Grand Prix (FS1)
7 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Toronto Maple Leafs at

8 p.m. — UFL: D.C. Defenders at San Antonio

8 p.m. — ARCA Menards Series: Tide 150 (FS1)

12:50 p.m. — NWSL soccer: Chicago Red Stars

Carolina Hurricanes (TNT)

Brahmas (FOX)

9:30 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Dallas Stars at Win-
nipeg Jets (TNT)
10 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Oklahoma City Thunder
at Denver Nuggets (ESPN)

7 p.m. — Indy NXT Series: Indianapolis Grand

Prix (FS1)

7:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Cleveland Cavaliers
at Indiana Pacers (ESPN)
7:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Houston

Astros (FDSN Indiana)

10 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Southamp-
ton at Manchester City (USA)
11:30 a.m. — IndyCar: Sonsio Grand Prix (FS1)
12:30 p.m. — Premier League soccer: AFC

Saturday

Bournemouth at Aston Villa (NBC)

Prix (FS1)

1 p.m. — UFL: Michigan Panthers at Arlington

Renegades (FOX)

3 p.m. — PGA Tour: Truist Championship (CBS)
3:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Boston Celtics at

New York Knicks (ABC)

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE 230 AUTOS, TRUCKS
PUBLIC AUCTION been well maintained. PUBLIC AUCTION PAPER END ROLLS WE PAY CASH for junk

Located: Bubp Exhibi- Open House: Saturday May 24th, FOR SALE Various sizes autos. We pick up at your
tion Hall at the Jay Sunday May 25th from 2025 and prices. Call The location. 1-765-546-2642

County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,
IN
MAY 10, 2025
9:30 A. M.

OLD ITEMS & COLLEC-
TORS ITEMS A
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
Oak 2 pc. cupboard; tall
entry bench with coat
pegs; old mustard cabi-
net; (2) hump back
trunks; ; Royal Crest
iCastle Rosei Sterling
flatware (123 pieces);
Sterling spoons; Sterling
candleholders; Sterling
tray and 2 teapots;Port-
land Typhoons, 1942
thru 1945; JEWELRY:
10k ring (3.7g), 10K ring
(3.39), 10K heart neck-
lace (1.6g), 14K ring
(2.3g); Boyds Bears;
drums and guitars; (2)
Star Wars Battling
Drones (new); LARGE
ASSORTMENT OF
GNOMES; large lot of
holiday dEcor; and many
other items not listed.
TRAILER - BOWS i
TOOLS
2017 Look 20i x 8i tan-
dem axle enclosed trail-
er with generator, refrig-
erator, air conditioning
and trailer has been set
up as a mobile retail
unit; Barnett crossbow
and arrow with scope;
Browning compound
bow and arrows; 5i
bridge for outdoors; Big
Dog tree stand safety
harness;12V clay throw-
er; yard tools; hand
tools; and many other
items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Please note that we will
be running 2 rings a por-
tion of the day. Doors
will open at 8:00 a.m.
day of auction for pre-
view.
JOANNA STONE,
Deceased
And
BOLLENBACHER FAMI-
LY
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

1-3 PM or for private
showing phone Auction-
eers.
VEHICLE A FURNI-
TURE A SHOP
2003 Chevrolet Venture
Minivan. Cast Iron Bull-
dog.
Grandfather Clock. 8
Track Stereo/ Record
Player. Glider Rocker w/
Ottoman. 3 Cushion
Sofa. Rocker Recliner.
Metal Patio Set. Bird
Bath. Lawn Cart. Crafts-
man 10i Table Saw.
Craftsman Router w/
Stand. Craftsman Scroll
Saw. Craftsman
Grinder/Sander. Shop,
Hand, and Lawn and
Garden Tools.
OWNER: Rose Fennig
Estate,
by Dale W Fennig
Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY JUNE 7TH,
2025
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 127 Rayburn
Dr, Portland IN.
REAL ESTATE
Real Estate sells at
10:00 AM.

3 bedroom, 1.5 bath
brick ranch style home
containing 1,328 sq ft
finished living area. Cen-
tral Air, Sun room, 2 car
attached garage.
Detached garage/ shop
building. Home has

PUBLIC AUCTION
Friday May 16th, 2025
TIME 5:00 P.M.
LOCATED: 225 E
WATER ST, PORTLAND
IN
VEHICLES A SHOP i
APPLIANCES A MISC
2011 Ford F350 4x4 with
utility bed. 2008 Ford
E350 15 Passenger
Van. 2007 Chevrolet
3500 Box Truck w/ lift
gate. Simplicity Citation
0 Turn Mower w/ 521 cut,
623 hours. . Dewalt
Table Saw. Delta Indus-
trial Table Saw. Delta
Sander. . Paint Shaker.
Sun Generator Alterna-
tor Tester. Hot and Cold
Tables. Ice Maker. Coca
Cola Cooler. Coca Cola
Upright Cooler. (15)
Folding Lunch Tables..
Balance Beam. Gym-
nastic Vault. Uneven
Bars. Desks, Chairs, Fil-
ing Cabinets.
Large Auction. Several
ltems Not Mentioned
OWNER: Jay School
Corporation
Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 606 S West-
ern Ave, PORTLAND IN

REAL ESTATE

Real Estate sells at

10:00 AM.

3 bedroom, 2 bath
Ranch style home con-
taining 1,456 sq ft fin-
ished living area. Home
has central air, newer

roof, 1 car attached
garage, 12x20 ft utility
shed/shop. Home is in

move-in condition.
Open House: Sunday
May 11th 1-3 PM, or for
private showing phone
auctioneers.
VEHICLES A JEWELRY
A ANTIQUES A SHOP
2007 Kia Rondo EX V6
w/ 196,000 miles. Rem-
ington Score Master 511
22 cal Bolt. 1932 Bryant
Owls Gold 14k Class
Ring. JayCees 10k Gold
Ring. 1972 JayCees
Gold Pins. Scottish Rite
10k Gold Ring w/ Dia-
mond. Lions Club Silver

Necklace. Shriner,
Masonic, and Scottish

Rite Memorabilia.

Howdy Duty Puppet.
22K Gold Overlay Dish-
ware. Stained Glass and

other Tiffany Style
Lamps. Mantel Clocks. .

Hummels Coat Rack.

Miniatures and Fig-

urines. . Portable Air

Compressor. Bench

Model Drill Press. Wood
Clamps. Wood Lathe
Knives. Poulan Chain-
saw. Battery Powered
Weed Eater. Large Lot
of: Shop, Hand, and

Lawn and Garden Tools.

OWNER: Richard B

Frank

Note: Check Auctionsoft

and AuctionZip for more
photos.

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The

Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x30",.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  w/full  cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing,  ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
2024 TERM
In the Matter of the
Unsupervised
Administration of the
Estate of:
Mary Lou Hammond,
Deceased
No. 38C01-2504-EU-000015
NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that
BENJAMIN HAMMOND was
on May 1, 2025, appointed
Personal Representative of the
estate of MARY LOU HAM-
MOND, deceased, who died on
March 13, 2025.
All persons having claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation
of this notice, or within nine (9)
months after the decedent’s
death, whichever is earlier, or
the claims will be forever
barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana, on
May 1, 2025.
David N. Baumgartner
Attorney for Estate
No. 4288-01
Baumgartner Attorneys PC
360 W. Main St.
Berne, IN 46711
Telephone: (260) 589-3139
CR 5-9,16-2025- HSPAXLP

or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumis Salvage

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

TO THE OWNERS OF THE
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL
ESTATE AND ALL INTER-
ESTED PARTIES:
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S
SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of
a decree to me directed from
the Clerk of the Superior
Court of Jay County, Indiana,
in Cause No. 38D01-2410-MF-
000021 wherein PennyMac
Loan Services, LLC was Plain-
tiff, and Shaun Hines was the
Defendant, requiring me to
make the sum as provided for
in said Decree with interest
and costs, I will expose at
public sale to the highest bid-
der, on the 12th day of June,
2025 at the hour of 10:00 AM or
as soon thereafter as is possi-
ble at the Jay County Sheriffs
Department 120 North Court
Street; 3rd Floor Courthouse;
Portland, IN 47371 in Jay
County, Indiana, the fee sim-
ple of the whole body of Real
Estate in Jay County, Indiana.
A part of the northwest quar-
ter of Section 35, Township 23
North, Range 13 East, Jay
County, Indiana, as shown on
a survey completed by Farber
Surveying, Inc., File #0123-06,
dated January 24, 2023, being
more particularly described

as follows:
Commencing at the North-
west comer of the North-
west Quarter of Section 35,
Township 23 North, Range
13 East, Jay County, Indi-
ana; thence N 87 degrees 35
minutes 11 seconds E (as-
sumed bearing), along the
North line of said North-
west Quarter, a distance of
353.16 feet for the point of
beginning of the tract
herein described; thence S
02 degrees 19 minutes 50
seconds E, a distance of
134.99 feet; thence S 87 de-
grees 35 minutes 11 seconds
W, a distance of 176.56 feet;
thence S 00 degrees 53 min-
utes 16 seconds E, a dis-
tance of 140.96 feet; thence
S 88 degrees 58 minutes 09
seconds E, a distance of
398.78 feet; thence N 01 de-
grees 35 minutes 37 seconds
W, a distance of 299.89 feet
to the North line of said
Northwest Quarter; thence
S 87 degrees 35 minutes 11
seconds W, a distance of
221.84 feet to the point of
beginning, Containing 2.08
acres, more or less.
More Commonly Known As:
3903 W 200 S, Portland, IN
47371
Parcel No.
38-06-35-200-001.000-022
Together with rents, issues,
income, and profits thereof,
said sale will be made without
relief
from valuation or appraise-
ment laws.

Larry R. Newtown Jr. Sheriff
of Jay County Indiana
Phillip A. Norman #13734-64
Benjamin J Pliskie #30407-45
PHILLIP A. NORMAN P.C.

CR 5-9,16,23-2025-HSPAXLP

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

at Washington Spirit (ABC)
1 p.m. — Indy NXT Series: Indianapolis Grand

4 p.m. — Grand Slam Track (NBC)

4:05 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals at Wash-
ington Nationals (FDSN Indiana)

4:30 p.m. — IndyCar: Sonsio Grand Prix (FOX)

6 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Washington Capitals at

7 p.m. — AMA Supercross: Salt Lake City (USA)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Houston
Astros (FDSN Indiana)

7:15 p.m. — MLB: Chicago Cubs at New York
Mets (FOX)

7:30 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series:
Heart of Heath Care 200 (FS1)

8 p.m. — Banana Ball World Tour baseball
(ESPN2)

8:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Minnesota Timber-
wolves at Golden State Warriors (ABC)

9:30 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Vegas Golden
Knights at Edmonton Oilers (TNT)

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

PUBLIC AUCTION

Located at 620 N Pierce Street, Portland Indiana
on Saturday Morning

MAY 24, 2025

9:30 AM.
REAL ESTATE

3 Bedroom manufactured home with approximately
1400 square feet of living area sitting on concrete
crawl space. This 1994 home features 2 full
bathrooms, gas forced air furnace, central air, metal
roof, and attached carport with approximately 736
square feet. This home is situated on a 136’ x 173’
corner lot which is equivalent to 3 city lots.
Property also has 2 outdoor storage sheds.  This
home is located at the east end of Portland near the
Jay County Fairgrounds which allows you to live in
the city limits while enjoying the rural sitting.
Terms of sale are 10% nonrefundable deposit day of
auction and balance within 45 days. Seller to
furnish Owners Title Insurance and Warranty Deed.
Buyers will assume taxes due and payable in
November 2025 and thereafter. Any inspections
must be made prior to auction date and will be at the
potential buyer’s expense. Any statements made
day of auction will take precedence over previously
printed or oral matter. For more information or
private  showing contact GARY LOY,
AUCTIONEER at (260) 726-5160 or KIM LOY,
REAL ESTATE BROKER at (260) 729-2213.
PERSONAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE REAL ESTATE.

ELDON MILLER

By Ron Miller POA

ROWENA MILLER, DECEASED

LOY AUCTION AC31600027
AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy AU 01031608
Travis Theurer AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata AU12400069
CR 4-25-2025

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might
find in
The Commercial Review
Classifieds.
From a new car to a new home,
to a new job, the Classifieds
deliver!

Go to thecr.com or call

260-726-8141




FRHS baseball beat

St. John’s on Wednesday,

see roundup below

Page 8

Jay softball sls

By ANDREW BALKO

The Commercial Review

BERNE — After Avery Brown
and Lindsey LeFever reached
base to start the third inning of
a scoreless game, Mallory Win-
ner worked an 0-2 count on
Bekah Patterson.

Foul ball.

Foul.

Ball one.

Foul.

Foul.

Ball two.

Foul.

Foul.

Ball three.

Ball four.

It took 12 pitches, but Patter-
son drew the walk to load the
bases.

Shelby Weigel made Winner
pay for the mistake.

While the Jay County High
School softball team’s offense
struggled to get going, the Class
2A No. 5 South Adams Starfires
scored all three runs in the
third inning for a 3-1 victory on
Wednesday:.

“Of course they’re a good ball
team,” said JCHS coach Doug
Arbuckle. “They’re ranked and
got a solid pitcher. Runs are
going to be scarce when you
play a team like that more than
likely. I thought we could have
done a little better job at the
plate with our approach with
some of our at bats. ... To be
honest, we haven’t seen that
many caliber pitchers this year.
So it’s good to see here now than
down the road here in a couple
of weeks for the sectional.”

The Starfires (12-2, 2-1 Allen
County Athletic Conference)
got runners in scoring position
in three innings, but they only
managed to make it to the plate
in the third.

r

Sports

www.thecr.com

Slight slip

up in the third inning of 3-1 loss to No. 5 Starfires
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The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County High School third baseman Chloe Brown fields a ground ball during
Wednesday’s 3-1 loss to the Class 2A No. 5 South Adams Starfires. The Patriots kept
mistakes to a minimum, only committing one error, which didn’t amount to any runs.

Brown sent Winner’s first
pitch of the inning to shallow
right field to give South Adams
its first hit of the game. LeFever
worked a full count before draw-

ing a walk to put two runners
on with no outs.
Winner got Patterson to

JCHS senior just couldn’t fin-
ish her off as Patterson fouled
off six more pitches before

swing at the first pitch and foul drawing a walk.

off the second to go up 0-2. The

After the long at bat, Winner

Jay County girls tennis
hosts Union City today,

see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review

fell behind Weigel 2-1 in the
count. The SAHS second base-
man sent the fourth pitch to
the gap between center and
right field, plating all three
runners.

“Mallory had a good game
and she battled and we had a
couple of walks,” Arbuckle
said. “(Patterson) had that
good at bat there with about 10
or 11 pitches and worked a
walk and then of course they
come up with the big hit. In a
low scoring game like this,
that’s key, when you get run-
ners on base and you can get
that one big hit.”

While the Starfires managed
to put together a big inning,
Jay County (11-2, 1-2 ACAC),
which finished 11th in the
Class 3A coaches poll, couldn’t
break through against Addie
Baker.

Through the first six
innings, the Patriots only had
three base runners on a first-
inning single by Jaelynn
Lykins and walks from Hallie
Schwieterman and Jozey
Shimp in the second and
fourth frames.

South Adams didn’t take the
Patriots’ lineup lightly, as their
dugout noted how Jay County
came back from a 3-0 deficit to
No. 6 Woodlan on Saturday. So
when Brenna Ruble worked a 3-
0 count to start the sixth
inning, SAHS coach Jessie
O’Dell took a trip out to talk to
Baker. The senior pitcher
responded with three consecu-
tive strikes to put Ruble down.

Baker followed with a six-
pitch strikeout of Morgan Mis-
sicano and got Lykins to
ground out to second base on
the first pitch.

See Slip page 7

Tribe offense tees off against Blue Jays

DELPHOS, Ohio — The
Indians worked to put up
five early runs, but it was a
seven-run sixth inning that
lifted them to victory:.

The Fort Recovery High
School baseball team took
down the St. John’s Blue
Jays 12-6 on Wednesday.

Fort Recovery (12-5, 44
Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence) put up five runs in the
first four innings. St. John’s

FRHS
roundup

(9-10, 3-5 MAC) came back

to tie the game in the bot-

tom of the fifth inning.
FRHS immediately

responded by exploding for
seven runs. The came in on
a pair of fielder’s choices
hit by Mason Diller and
Caden Grisez and doubles
from Alex Gaerke and
Caden Homan.

Homan led the Tribe
with four RBIs, while
Gaerke had three.

Jacob Foote earned the
win after finishing off the
fifth inning and throwing

the sixth. He didn’t give up
any runs, but allowed three
hits.

Rocky road

ROCKFORD, Ohio
Fort Recovery’s softball
team lost a crucial MAC
game to the Division VI No.
9 Parkway Panthers 9-3 on
Wednesday.

The Panthers (15-4, 5-1
MAC) got up early with five

runs over the first two
innings. Fort Recovery (11-
7,4-2 MAC) scored a pair on
consecutive singles by
Emma Will and Ava Grisez
in the third, but PHS took
the two runs back in the
bottom half.

The final Tribe run came
on a groundout by Kylie
Post.

Jenna Homan suffered
the loss after giving up nine

runs, only three of which
were earned, on 12 hits and
two walks.

Prior to the loss, Fort
Recovery was tied for sec-
ond in the MAC with Park-
way and No. 5 Minster at 4-
1. They all trailed St. Henry
at 4-0, which still has games
against the Panthers and
Indians. The highest FRHS
can finish in the MAC is a
tie for second.

1/2-page
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Advertise your business /
or activities inour

Sulmmmer [Festiv

color — $4!
(limited availability)

1/2-page B&W - $375
1/4-page color - $350

(limited availability)

1/4-page B&W - $250
Big business card (3x3.5) - $100
Business card (2x2) - $60
Distribution in 3 Newspapers!

e The Commercial Review (Portland)
e The News-Gazette (Winchester)
*» The News Times (Hartford City)

Space for color ads is limited and
will be on a first-come, first-serve basis.
Deadline for Ads is May 12, 2025

Contact Lindsey at L.Cochran
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