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Fort Recovery State Muse-
um, Fort Recovery Historical
Society and Ohio History Con-
nection will host guided battle-
field tours at 3 p.m. Sunday at
the fort, 1 Fort Site St. Site man-
ager Kim Rammel and archae-
ologist Christine Thompson
will lead the tours.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Jay County Commis-
sioners meeting.

Wednesday — Details from
next week’s Dunkirk City Coun-
cil meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the FRHS sectional final
against Preble Shawnee.

In review Coming up

Eldon Miller, 95, Portland
Details on page 2.

Deaths Weather

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  63 degrees Friday.

Skies will be sunny today
with a high of  74. Expect a high
of  75 Sunday under sunny skies
again. Lows will be in the low
50s this weekend.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A Portland woman’s
murder conviction has
been upheld by the state’s
highest court.

Indiana Supreme Court
affirmed Chelsea Cross-
land’s conviction and life
without parole sentence
April 23 for killing her 5-
year-old son.

The decision was
released this week.

Crossland was found
guilty July 19, 2023, by a
Jay Circuit Court jury of
neglecting a dependent
resulting in death and
murder, with the jury also
recommending imprison-
ment for life without
parole.

Details presented dur-
ing the trial indicated
Crossland starved and
beat her son, Christian,
over the course of  74 days.
An autopsy showed Chris-
tian suffered from dehy-
dration, malnourishment
and blunt force trauma.

Crossland filed an
appeal with Indiana
Supreme Court in Septem-
ber 2023. Arguments were
presented in court March
6 of  this year, with the
court issuing its unani-
mous opinion April 23.

“Indeed, overwhelming
evidence supports Cross-
land’s guilt,” wrote Jus-
tice Geoffrey G. Slaughter
in the court’s opinion doc-
ument. “The evidence
shows that Christian died
after his mother beat him,
confined him to her bed-
room, made him sleep on
her closet floor, let him
out only to use the bath-
room, did not feed him
herself, and did not allow
her other children to feed
him. When Christian
died, his withered body
weighed twenty pounds,
leading a doctor to con-
clude he had gone without
food for 74 days before suc-
cumbing. There is no rea-
sonable doubt that Cross-
land murdered Chris-
tian.”

See Upholds page 2

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

REDKEY — The town will need a
new council member.

Redkey Town Council member
Dave Dudelston turned his resigna-
tion in to Jay County Clerk’s Office
on Wednesday.

“I David E. Dudelston resign my
position on the Redkey Town
Board can’t fix stupidity,” Dudel-
ston wrote in his resignation.

He served approximately a
decade on Redkey Town Council,
having been initially appointed to
fill the seat left vacant by David
Himes in September 2012 and serv-
ing in multiple stints since then.

Dudelston said in a phone call
Thursday he’s leaving the council
because of  council president Bren-

da Beaty. He expressed frustration
with Beaty’s leadership.

“There’s two sets of  rules,” he
said. “That’s the way she operates,
it’s going to come back to haunt her
one of  these days.”

Dudelston pointed to a few dif-
ferent events over the past year,
including former council member
Gavin Grady’s resignation and con-

duct with Redkey police, as well as
his formal complaint to Indiana
Public Access Counselor’s Office
against the Town of  Redkey
regarding the alleged termination
of  a former police officer during an
executive session, a council gather-
ing in April 2024 and alleged acts of
nepotism by council members.

His resignation follows Redkey’s

April meeting in which Dudelston
asked the town attorney to read a
statement he prepared addressing
comments about his and council
member Floyd Life’s absence from
recent meetings. In it, he accused
Beaty of  starting a “witch hunt”
against him and harassing him.

When the town attorney and
Beaty pointed out the statement
was not on the agenda for the meet-
ing, the discussion devolved into
an argument and Dudelston left
shortly after.

Dudelston’s resignation marks
the second council member to
leave the council this year, follow-
ing Grady’s resignation Feb. 14. His
replacement will be determined by
Jay County Republican Party
chairman Jenae Blasdel.

Dudelston resigns council seat

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Another month, another mora-
torium.

Jay County Plan Commission
agreed Thursday to host a public
hearing next month and discuss
enacting moratoriums on wind
farm and carbon sequestration
development.

Jay/Portland Building and
Planning director John Hemmel-
garn noted his office is working
on potential updates to the solar
farm ordinance and drafting a
battery storage ordinance. (Jay
County Commissioners approved
ordinances last month establish-
ing one-year moratoriums on
commercial solar and battery
storage operations in the county.)

“We have been bombarded with
some unusual things this year,”
said Hemmelgarn.

In line with updating the solar
farm ordinance, Hemmelgarn
asked the plan commission to dis-
cuss updates to its wind farm
ordinance. He referenced poten-

tial flaws with decommissioning
agreements and suggested look-
ing into readjusting templates for
future agreements, asking the
plan commission to enact a mora-
torium on wind farms while the
county works out the details.

Addressing other concerns his
office has heard, Hemmelgarn
also asked the plan commission
to enact another moratorium
while considering an ordinance
outlining rules for carbon seques-
tration facilities.

According to the United States
Geological Survey’s website, “car-

bon sequestration is the process
of  capturing and storing atmos-
pheric carbon dioxide,” the most
commonly produced greenhouse
gas. Its website says the process is
one method to reduce the amount
of  carbon dioxide in the atmos-
phere.

“With the ethanol plant,
they’ve went and done their geo-
logical studies, and it’s in other
counties, and it’s in other states,
it’s a real thing, and I don’t think
we want to get caught off  guard
with that,” Hemmelgarn said. 

See Moratoriums page 2

More moratoriums?

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Flag presentation
Runner Eric Butcher of Portland hands a flag to Norma Whitacre alongside her husband Ernie at the mile marker

in Bryant honoring Marine Lance Cpl. Andrew F. Whitacre during Friday’s opening day of the Indiana Run for the Fallen. The
first day started in Fort Wayne and concluded at Freedom Park in Portland, departing this morning for a 58-mile second leg
ending in Anderson tonight. Runners will travel the final 30 miles to Indianapolis on Sunday.

Crossland
appealed
her 2023

conviction

Court
upholds
verdict,
sentence

Frustration expressed 
about president’s leadership

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Honors scholar
Jesse Bivens presents a scholarship to

senior Morgan DeHoff during Honors Night on Monday
at Jay County Junior-Senior High School.

County to consider
pauses for wind farms,
carbon sequestration



Continued from page 1
According to the court’s

opinion document, Cross-
land argued the trial court
denied her an impartial
jury and violated her con-
stitutional right to present
a complete defense.

Crossland argued in her
appeal “negative pretrial
publicity poisoned the jury
pool, thus requiring that
she be tried in a different
venue,” according to court
documents. (Her requests
for a change of  venue prior
to the July 2023 trial were
denied.) She also argued
she should have been able
to make a peremptory chal-
lenge — an objection to a
proposed juror — on a
juror she found objection-
able. 

Indiana Supreme Court
justices found both argu-
ments failed, citing for the
former there was “no evi-
dence the jury was unable
to render an impartial ver-
dict.” For the latter, jus-
tices said Crossland had
already exhausted her
allotted peremptory chal-
lenges on six other
prospective jurors.

The court found that
while there was prejudi-
cial pretrial publicity,
jurors agreed to judge
Crossland impartially
despite exposure to it. The
court noted “a general
atmosphere of  prejudice

throughout the communi-
ty” may overcome pre-
sumptions about jurors
staying true to their word.

“But Crossland’s case is
a far cry from those truly
rare cases where a commu-
nity’s bias was so strong as
to leave jurors unable to
render an impartial ver-
dict,” wrote Slaughter.

Crossland also shared
concerns about witness
Nicholas Riddle, who is the
father of  two of  her chil-
dren. She said the trial

court “committed
reversible error in denying
[her] the ability to
impeach” Riddle, court
documents say. Crossland
argued excluding impeach-
ment evidence infringed
on her Fourteenth Amend-
ment and Sixth Amend-
ment constitutional rights.

“The trial court did not
err because the constitu-
tion does not give Cross-

land an unlimited right to
introduce whatever evi-
dence she wants,” Slaugh-
ter wrote. “Besides, on this
record, any evidence in
excluding this evidence
was harmless. Evidence of
Crossland’s guilt was over-
whelming, and the exclud-
ed out-of-court statements
by Riddle would not have
created reasonable doubt
of  Crossland’s guilt.”
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JAY COUNTY DUST 
CONTROL PROGRAM 

(300 Ft. Minimum) Cost. .. $1.40 per foot
PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING APPLICATION CONDITIONS:

Jay County Highway Department 
1035 E 200N, PORTLAND, INDIANA 47371

For More Information, call 726-8701 

Friendship, Indiana
June 14-22
Open daily 9:00 a.m.
S.E. Indiana, 1 mi. east of

town on St. Rd. #62

(812) 667-5645
www.friendshipfleamarket.com

Eldon Miller
Feb. 19, 1930-May 7, 2025

Eldon T. Miller, 95, of  Portland
passed away on Wednesday, May 7,
2025, at Persimmon Ridge Nursing
Home. 

He was born in Mercer County,
Ohio, on Feb. 19, 1930, the son of
True and Dorothy (Macy) Miller. He
was married on Sept. 10, 1949, to
Rowena Fortney and she passed on
May 18, 2024. 

Eldon was a longtime barber and
owner of  Miller Barber Shop in
Portland for many years. Eldon
graduated from Bryant High School
in 1948 and was a member of  the
Portland Elks Lodge, Moose Lodge,
Amateur trap shooters association,

the Arch Bridge
Kroozers, Asbury
Methodist Church
and a member and
past president of  the
Vintage Motorbike
Club.

Surviving are three
sons, Larry Miller
(wife: Cindy) of
Frankton, Indiana, Ron Miller (wife:
Lucretia) of  Portland, Indiana, and
Tab Miller of  Portland, Indiana;
eight grandchildren; nine great-
grandchildren; and one great-great-
grandson. 

He was preceded in death by a
brother, Norman Miller; and a sister,
Bonnie Miller.

Funeral services will be on Mon-

day, May 12, 2025, at noon in the
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home with
Pastor Greg Rittenhouse presiding.
Burial will follow in the Gravel Hill
Cemetery west of  Bryant. Visitation
will be Monday from 10 a.m. to noon. 

Memorials can be made to the Vin-
tage Bike Club. 

Condolences may be expressed at
bairdfreeman.com.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

Continued from page 1
He noted there are state guide-

lines carbon sequestration facili-
ties must follow. He pointed out
that plan commission member
and Jay County Council presi-
dent Matt Minnich has brought
up the topic to him.

Other potential facilities the
county may want to look into cre-
ating ordinances for, he contin-
ued, may be data centers and
electric vehicle charging sta-
tions. 

He and plan commission mem-
ber Jeanne Houchins referenced
Kosciusko County, which they

said recently rejected a data cen-
ter. 

Hemmelgarn also mentioned
potential safety concerns with
electric vehicle charging sta-
tions. He wondered aloud if  the
county should create an ordi-
nance specifically dealing with
the stations, or if  they can be
treated as an accessory use and
monitored with electric code.

Plan commission members
Casey Wagner, Chad Aker, Scott
Hilfiker, Todd Skirvin, Brad
Daniels, Houchins and Minnich,
absent Steve McIntosh, then
agreed to host a public hearing at

their next meeting June 12 and
consider moratoriums on wind
farms and carbon sequestration
facilities.

Also Thursday, the plan com-
mission approved a zoning
request from Darrick Plummer
of  Pennville Partners to allow
three parcels currently zoned as
single family residential to join
the new mobile home park in
Pennville.

Plummer plans to convert the
lot west of  South Street, just
south of  Max Drive, and the lot
south of  Daisy Lane — it's locat-
ed next to the existing Freedom

Village Mobile Home Park — into
more mobile home park space.
Jay County Board of  Zoning
Appeals OK’d Plummer’s request
in October to combine the two
parcels — about 12 acres — and
create the mobile home park.

Jay County Board of  Zoning
Appeals approved a special
exception for the project in April,
adding three new parcels to the
project. One parcel is located on
the west side of  county road 300
North, north of  Daily Lane, and
the other two parcels are located
on the north side of  Max Drive.

Hopes are to put in 50 lots for

homes over the course of  the
next four to five years.

Pati McLaughlin of  Jay/Port-
land Building and Planning
McLaughlin pointed out the
original legal notice didn’t run
in The Commercial Review
prior to the April meeting,
requiring the zoning board to
re-approve the request after the
notice was published. Jay
County Board of  Zoning
Appeals will consider the
request again at its meeting
May 15. If  approved, the final
decision moves to Jay County
Commissioners.

Moratoriums ...

Upholds ...

Monday
Manning, William: 10:30

a.m., Downing & Glancy Funeral

Home, 100 Washington St.,

Geneva.

Miller, Eldon: noon, Baird-
Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.

Meridian St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Obituaries
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Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 0-9-8
Daily Four: 8-5-5-3
Quick Draw: 3-8-14-

16-19-21-42-43-46-54-56-
63-65-66-68-75-76-77-78-
80

Ohio
Midday

Pick 3: 0-9-8
Pick 4: 3-7-3-2
Pick 5: 5-5-0-1-6

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $82

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$100 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.65
June corn .................4.67
July corn .................4.69

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.69
June corn ................4.73
July corn..................4.76

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.67
June corn ................4.67
Beans ......................10.72

June beans ............10.77
Wheat ......................4.84

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.60
June corn ................4.60
Beans ......................10.74
June beans ............10.77
Wheat .......................4.75

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.66
June corn ................4.68
Beans ......................10.47
June beans ............10.47
Wheat ......................4.69

In 1962, Marvel
Comics released the
first issue of  The
Incredible Hulks.

In 1970, Bobby Orr
scored the game-win-
ning goal in overtime
to finish off  the Boston
Bruins’ sweep of  the
St. Louis Blues in the
Stanley Cup Finals for
their first title since
1941.

In 1972, Lee Hall was
elected president of  Jay
County Hospital board.

In 1973, Albert Mil-
ton “Billy” Miller, 39,
rural Parker City was
found dead in Dunkirk.
(Local law enforcement
were investigating his
death as a murder.) A
crewman on a Penn
Central freight train
found his body in the
600 block of  Lincoln
Avenue.

In 1994, Nelson Man-
dela was inaugurated
as president of  South
Africa.

In 2013, Dunkirk
Public Library Board
accepted the resigna-
tions of  the entirety of
the staff  of  Dunkirk
Public Library and The
Glass Museum. In a
statement, former glass
museum curator Blake
Watson was critical of
what he called the
board’s “unethical
behavior.”

In 2018, the Fort
Recovery High School
softball team topped
Perry 10-2 to win its
first sectional champi-
onship since 2010.
Macy Day’s inside-the-
par-home run in the
fifth inning helped to
extend the Indians’
lead.

In 2021, Jay County
Commissioners
approved contributing
$70,000 to a project to
remodel 4-H buildings
at Jay County Fair-
grounds.

—The CR

CR almanac

77/53 77/61 76/61 81/64 87/68
Thursday

looks like
mostly sunny
skies with a
slight chance
of rain.

Wednes-
day has a
50% chance
of rain. Other-
wise, the
temperature
may hit 81.

There’s a
60% chance
of rain on
Tuesday with
thunder-
storms also
possible.

Sunday
5/11

Monday
5/12

Tuesday
5/13

Wednesday
5/14

Thursday
5/15

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Election Board, vot-
ing room, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

4 p.m. — Jay County
Public Library Board of
Trustees, Community
Room, library, 315 N.
Ship St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Country Living Adviso-
ry Board executive ses-
sion, Jay County Com-
munity Center Senior

Area, 115 E. Water St.,
Portland.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

Tuesday
6 p.m. — Ridgeville

Town Council, fire sta-
tion, 302 N. Walnut St.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

Warm
temperatures
Monday
under mostly
sunny skies.
Chance of
rain all day.

Sunday
looks to be
mostly sunny
with wind
gusts up to
20 mph.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to
noon each Monday at Jay
Community Center.

JAY COUNTY DRUG
PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at
noon the second Monday
of  each month at Jay
County Campus of  Arts
Place, 131 E Walnut St,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 251-
3259.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

DIABETES SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 3 p.m.
on the second Monday of
each month at Mercer
Health in Coldwater,
Ohio.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will

meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at
5 p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information,
call (260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free preg-
nancy testing with ongo-
ing support during and
after pregnancy. The cen-
ter is located at 216 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
Hours are 1 to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. For
more information or to
schedule an appointment,
call (260) 726-8636. Walk-
ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist
Church, 204 E. Arch St. in
Portland. Everyone is
welcome. 

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the second
and fourth Monday of
each month at Richards
Restaurant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)

251-8792.
REDISCOVERING JOY

— The support group of
widows and widowers
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the
second Monday of  each
month at R & R Fabrica-
tions, 601 E. Washington
St., St. Henry, Ohio.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals
find connections as they
develop long-term recov-
ery meets at noon each
Tuesday in the IU Health
Jay Outpatient Behav-
ioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE —
Will be played at 1 p.m.
each Tuesday. The public
is welcome.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765)
283-2107.

Jay County Drug Prevention
Coalition’s grant applications for
2025 are open.

Jay County Commissioners
designated Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition as the Local
Coordinating Council (LCC) to
review potential grants and
award these grants from the Jay
County Alcohol and Drug Coun-
termeasures Fund. The mission
of  the Jay County Drug Preven-
tion Coalition is “to promote best
practices among youth and adults
to reduce the illegal use and
abuse of  alcohol, tobacco, and
other drugs in Jay County.”  

The coalition seeks to provide
funding to those alcohol and drug
initiatives in Jay County that
address identified priority issues
in the areas of  prevention, inter-

vention and justice or enforce-
ment.  Agencies or programs tar-
geting these issues in Jay County
are eligible to apply for funding.

Applications are available by
visiting the coalition office, 100 N.
Meridian St., Portland. For ques-
tions, please contact Ally Raines
at (765) 209-4648 or at
allyssa@jcdpc.org. Applications
are due by 5 p.m. June 13. Late
applications will be disqualified.

Madison alumni
It’s almost that time of  year.
Madison Township High

School Alumni Association will
host its annual banquet May 31 at
Asbury United Methodist
Church, 204 E. Arch St., Portland.

Registration and social hour
begins at 4 p.m., with dinner to
follow at 5 p.m. Honor classes this
year are 1955, 1960 and 1965.

Tickets are $20 per person, and
reservations with checks payable
to Madison Alumni should be
mailed to Dennis Theurer, 14429 E
196th St., Noblesville, Indiana
46060. The deadline to register is
May 24. 

For questions, call Dennis
Theurer at (317) 999-0429 or email
dennistheurer@frontier.com.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku For Jay County Elementary Schools 

May 12-16
Monday Main Entrees: Buttermilk pancakes, turkey sausage

link, syrup Alternate Entrees: Hot smokey ham
and cheese sandwich, turkey cobb salad, croutons
Sides for all meals: Tater tots

Tuesday: Main Entrees: Soft beef whole grain tacos, shredded
lettuce, shredded cheddar cheese Alternate
Entrees: Hot smokey ham and cheese sandwich,
turkey cobb salad, croutons Sides for all meals:
Seasoned corn

Wednesday: Main Entrees: Rotini pasta, italian meat spaghetti
sauce, garlic breadstick Alternate Entrees: Hot
smokey ham and cheese sandwich, turkey cobb
salad, croutons Sides for all meals: Seasoned
mixed capri vegetables

Thursday: Main Entrees: Breaded chicken drumstic, dinner
roll Alternate Entrees: Hot smokey ham and
cheese sandwich, turkey cobb salad, croutons
Sides for all meals: Garlic mashed potatoes

Friday: Main Entrees: Classic pepperoni pizza Alternate
Entrees: Hot smokey ham and cheese sandwich,
turkey cobb salad, croutons Sides for all meals:
Seasoned carrots

765-768-1544
125 Hoover St.
Dunkirk, IN

Ask about our
Memberships & Room

Rental
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DEAR ABBY: I’m engaged to a
delightful woman from a foreign
country. She’s a divorcee, and her
19-year-old son is doing well in
college. She essentially raised
him herself. Because of  some
spectrum disorder and ADHD
symptoms, her son was appar-
ently a handful. I am healthy,
have multiple advanced degrees
(including an M.D. and a Ph.D.),
and have enjoyed a successful
and lucrative career. I have
raised six happy, healthy and
independent children. I’ve
worked very hard and have a
substantial bankroll.

My concern is that she tends to
treat me like she might treat her
son. She asks me (repeatedly) if
I’m cold and suggests that I wear
more clothes. She asks me if  I’m
hungry, thirsty or tired, and if  I
should exercise. I don’t think she
does it maliciously. I think she
genuinely cares for me and is
expressing her love with these
matronly concerns. 

I have suggested repeatedly
that she doesn’t need to provide
advice on clothing, hunger, etc. —
that I’m an adult and have suc-
cessfully figured out those things
for a very long time. She has
much less money than I do, and I
help to support her. But I cannot
continue to tolerate her maternal-
istic attitude. I have told her sev-
eral times that I need a lover, not
a mother, but it doesn’t seem to
penetrate. How can I get this
woman whom I love to treat me as
an adult and not to question my
mature decisions? — NOBODY’S
CHILD IN NEW YORK

DEAR NOBODY’S CHILD:
Your fiancee may not be trying
to infantilize you. Many, if  not
most, women who love the
men in their lives fuss over
them. Because her efforts are
not pleasing and are having a
negative effect, you are going
to have to be more direct in
your message, and by that, I

mean tell her it is such a
turnoff  for you that you are
considering ending the rela-
tionship. Stating it just that
way may help the message to
penetrate. And if  it doesn’t,
then you aren’t the man for
her.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I have been in a

relationship with my partner for
10 years. While the first two
years were good, things have
slowly deteriorated. For exam-
ple, we used to go to movies and
dinner at least one day a week-
end. Now we don’t do anything
unless he wants to play cards.
I’m getting bored with cards all
the time. I feel like I’m wasting
my life sitting at home with him.
There’s no excitement. And to
top it off, when we do go places,
we invariably end up taking my
car, and I must pay for the gas
and wear and tear. It’s getting
old. Any advice? — FED UP IN
MISSOURI

DEAR FED UP: You appear
to be the passive partner in
this relationship. If  you would
like to change the balance of
power, assert yourself.
Because you find playing
cards so often boring, and he
isn’t up for going to a show or
out for dinner, go with a girl-
friend. I wish you had men-
tioned why you provide all the
transportation, because
changing that pattern should
be as easy as saying, “No, I pre-
fer we use YOUR car this
time.” Remember, nothing will
change unless YOU change.

Partner treated
just like a child

Dear
Abby

Photo provided

Club donates
Portland Evening Optimist Club recently donated $500 to Jay County 4-H

Clubs. Pictured above, from left, are Purdue Extension Office health and human
sciences coordinator Ashley Drees and Evening Optimist Club president Bobby Ruiz. 

Coalition grants are available
Taking
Note

Community Calendar
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“Were it left for me to decide whether we should have
government without newspapers or newspapers without
government I should not hesitate to prefer the latter.”

—Thomas Jefferson

By BETH KOWITT
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

Even in our ultra-polarized era, the
public and private sectors seem to
have reached a consensus on the com-
mon scourge of  our time: bureaucra-
cy.

JPMorgan Chase & Co. CEO Jamie
Dimon can’t hide his disdain for it,
mentioning some form of  the word 21
times in his April letter to sharehold-
ers and going so far as to say it “kills”
companies. Amazon.com
Inc. CEO Andy Jassy wrote in his
annual missive that people who are
trying to build things hate it — that it
frustrates and slows them down. Over
at the State Department, Marco
Rubio identified bureaucracy as the
reason for the organization’s massive
cuts and restructuring. And Depart-
ment of  Government
Efficiency head Elon Musk famously
waved a chainsaw in the air, pledging
to slash through what he has called
the “tyranny of  bureaucracy” in the
federal government.

Bureaucracy is an easy scapegoat,
a way to rally support and advance an
agenda by evoking something that is
universally reviled. Who doesn’t hate
waiting in line at the DMV, filling out
seven pages of  paperwork at the doc-
tor’s office or the headache that can
come with getting an expense report
approved? “It’s kind of  unifying,”
says Pedro Monteiro, an assistant
professor at Copenhagen Business
School. “It’s easy to attach our griev-
ances to this very amorphous thing.”

But bureaucracy isn’t just inertia,
disengagement and red tape. It’s also
order and stability. While bureaucra-
cy has evolved into a pejorative term
used to describe complicated and
pointless administrative procedures,
bureaucracy is, at its core, an admin-
istrative system and way of  organiz-
ing.

It’s the framework that provides
the hierarchy and formalized rules
that help an institution run. “The
opposite of  bureaucracy is not free-
dom and agility — it’s chaos,”
says Mike Lee, a professor of  organi-

zational behavior at INSEAD. “When
you remove all the formal structures,
things become opaque, less fair and
power concentrates at the
top.” Exhibit A: DOGE, which has
managed to create more turmoil in
the federal government than it has
efficiency.

Bureaucracy didn’t always have
such a bad rap. Before becoming a sta-
ple of  office life, it emerged as an
alternative to feudalism — a way to
put people into jobs based on their
technical merit and skill rather than
at the king’s pleasure. Even today,
more bureaucratic institutions are
likely to be fairer ones, in which com-
petence holds a higher value than
connections.

In corporate America, where
bureaucracy has become synony-
mous with middle management, a
trend called “unbossing” has taken
hold. In 2023, Meta Platforms
Inc. CEO Mark Zuckerberg kicked it
off  with his call for the “year of  effi-
ciency,” telling employees, “I don’t
think you want a management struc-
ture that’s just managers managing
managers, managing managers, man-
aging managers, managing the peo-
ple who are doing the work.”

At pharmaceutical giant Bayer AG,
CEO Bill Anderson has implemented
what he calls “dynamic shared own-
ership,” eliminating managers as the
company moves to self-directed
teams. Watching what Musk has done
to the federal government has only
given CEOs greater license to amp up
the anti-bureaucracy rhetoric. Speak-
ing at a recent conference, Gallup
CEO Jon Clifton noted that some
executives are “musing about the
idea that they want their own DOGE
departments.”

This kind of  flattening or “delay-
ering” is supposed to push decision-
making down to the workers on the
ground. In practice, though, it can
also be a euphemism for cost cutting.
It also can end up consolidating con-
trol at the top, with CEOs reporting
that flattening actually got them
deeper into the weeds on daily deci-
sion making.

That’s not to say unbossing can’t
work. But the companies that have
done it successfully have had to
implement more structure and
process. When Zappos.com
Inc. transformed into a self-managed
holacracy, in which decision-making
and authority is spread across an
organization, employees’ roles
became much more tightly defined
and its 150 departmental units
turned into 500 team circles.
Wikipedia is run by a collaborative
community of  volunteers but has
implemented a lot of  bureaucracy to
function effectively.

A big risk of  removing the struc-
tures that come with bureaucracy is
the question of  what will emerge in
their stead. “It’s really easy to break
things and hard to build a high-func-
tioning, high-performing organiza-
tion in its place,” Lee told me. Doing
so requires thoughtful, intentional
action and design, yet Lee says the
conversation rarely gets to that point.

One reason companies keep
defaulting to bureaucracy is because
it works, for better or worse, as “both
a weapon of  domination and the pri-
mary tool for realizing many of
humanity’s most significant under-
takings,” Monteiro has written.

For a case in point, look no further
than Dimon’s attempts to rid JPMor-
gan of  its extraneous processes and
procedures: He layered on even more
of  them, deploying a team tasked
with investigating the “stupid stuff
we do, the bureaucratic stuff  we do.”

••••••••••
Kowitt is a Bloomberg Opinion

columnist covering corporate Ameri-
ca. She was previously a senior writer
and editor at Fortune Magazine.

What if bureaucracy is good?
Beth

Kowitt

By JOHN KRULL
TheStatehouseFile.com

The sight distracted me.
Then it compelled me to

pull over and take a small
detour into the past.

A happy past.
I was on my way home

when I drove past the
church where my daugh-
ter and son first started
playing softball and base-
ball. I spent many, many
hours watching, coaching
and practicing with my
children as they learned
how to play the game.

There was a new group
of  boys and girls with a
new group of  parents on
the fields where my kids
once played. They were
practicing.

On impulse, I decided to
pull into the parking lot. I
got out of  my car and
leaned against the hood.

I watched several coach-
es who doubtless were
fathers trying to teach
young children the proper
way to hold a baseball bat
and stand at the plate —
dominant hand on top, feet
spread for balance but
close enough to allow the
hitter to step forward for
power. I saw other adults
gently rolling ground balls
to kids and encouraging
them to charge the ball
and not just wait for it to
come to them.

I smiled.
I remembered the hot,

hot day that my son and I
came to this same field
when he was in the third
grade. He had decided that
he loved the game and had
asked me how he could get
“really good at baseball.”

Practice, I told him.
So, when the field was

open on a blazing Sunday
afternoon, we came here
with a bucket of  baseballs.

Over and over, I threw
him batting practice pitch-
es. Lofted fly balls for him
to try to catch. Tapped and
then drilled ground balls
for him to scoop up.

By the time we were
done, our shirts clung to
us.

I was the one who called
it quits. As we drove
home, he asked how soon
before we could go back
and practice some more.

It was then I realized
he’d developed a passion
for something — and that
the discipline he would
have to summon in pur-
suit of  that passion would
serve him well in life long
after his playing days
were over.

Another time on a field
just a short stroll away, my
daughter’s team found
itself  short an umpire.

The coaches asked the
parents for a volunteer so
the girls could play the
game. No hands went up.

My wife nudged me.
So, I raised my hand.
Soon, I found myself

behind the plate, wearing
a chest protector and a

face mask while I called
balls and strikes — and
praying that a foul ball
didn’t come skittering
back at my unprotected
legs.

I was the only umpire
and there was a lot of
action. Trying to get into
position to see how a play
unfolded and then making
the proper call was a chal-
lenge.

At one point, when my
daughter’s team was in
the field, the batter rapped
a ground ball to my daugh-
ter at shortstop. The run-
ner at first was fast and
got a good jump.

My daughter gathered
the ball and threw it to sec-
ond base to try for the
force out. The ball and the
runner arrived at what
seemed like the same time
— and I wasn’t in the best
position to see it because
I’d thought the play would
be at first.

It could have gone either
way, but I had been taught
that a tie always goes to
the runner.

So, I called the runner
safe.

My daughter looked at
me. I gave her a sheepish
smile and shrugged my
shoulders.

She nodded, walked
back to her position and
got ready for the next play.

I knew then she always
would be able to cope with
disappointment and find a
way to move forward in
life.

The children who prac-
ticed on these same fields
as l leaned against my car
on a warm spring evening
have all those games —
and all those lessons —
ahead of  them.

Their parents have no
idea how fast the days to
come will pass.

Or how much they will
miss these games, these
practices, these moments.

My daughter is 26 now,
my son 24.

They both live and work
on the East Coast — my
daughter in Boston and
my son in New York.

Because only a few
hours separate them, they
sometimes get together
over a weekend.

When they do, upon
occasion they go to a base-
ball game.

••••••••••
Krull is director of

Franklin College’s Pul-
liam School of  Journalism
and publisher of  TheState-
houseFile.com, a news web-
site powered by Franklin
College journalism stu-
dents.

Games teach lessons
and create memories

To the editor: 
May is recognized nation-

wide as Mental Health Aware-
ness Month, a time to elevate
the conversation around men-
tal wellness, reduce stigma and
remind our community that
help and hope are always avail-
able. 

Every one of  us is impacted
by mental health, whether per-
sonally or through the experi-
ences of  family, friends,
coworkers or neighbors. In Jay
County and beyond, we contin-
ue to see the growing need for
accessible, compassionate
mental health and recovery
support. Mental illness does

not discriminate. It affects peo-
ple of  every age, race, gender
and background. Now more
than ever, we must make it
known: it’s OK to ask for help,
and no one should face mental
health challenges alone. 

As Dr. Lisa Damour reminds
us, “Mental health is not about
being healthy all the time.

Mental health is having feel-
ings that are appropriate for
the situation and being able to
manage those feelings effec-
tively.” Acknowledging our
emotions and learning how to
navigate them is a vital part of
well-being, and it’s something
we all can work on together. 

Organizations like Jay Coun-
ty Drug Prevention Coalition
and our many community
partners, including Meridian
Health Services, A Better Life –
Brianna’s Hope and IU Health
Jay Behavioral Health, work
daily to connect individuals
with peer support and recov-
ery resources. We believe in

treating mental health with
the same urgency and empathy
as physical health. 

During Mental Health
Awareness Month, we encour-
age individuals to check in on
themselves and each other.
Attend a support group, talk to
a peer, volunteer, share your
story or simply listen without
judgment. Together, we can
build a stronger, more support-
ive community. 

If  you or someone you know
is experiencing a mental
health crisis, help is available
24/7. 

You can call or text 988, the
Suicide & Crisis Lifeline, to

speak with a trained crisis
counselor. 

Locally, organizations like
Jay County Drug Prevention
Coalition, Meridian Health
Services, A Better Life – Brian-
na’s Hope, and IU Health Jay
Behavioral Health offer sup-
port and linkage to care. 

You’re not alone. Support is
just a phone call away. 

Let’s continue the conversa-
tion beyond May. Mental health
matters every day of  the year.

Sincerely, 
Ally Raines
Director of  Recovery
Jay County Drug Prevention

Coalition

Have mental health conversations
Letters to
the Editor

John
Krull
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Contract
Bridge By Steve Becker�

�
�

�

Contract
Bridge By Steve Becker�

�
�

�

All about mom

1) What is the
Mother’s Day flower?

2) What actresses star as mother and daughter
in the 1999 movie “Anywhere But Here”?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Carnation
2) Susan Sarandon and Natalie Portman
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION &
ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built homes,
new garages, pole barns,
interior/ exterior remodel-
ing, drywall, windows,
doors, siding, roofing,
foundations. 260-726-
5062, leave message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located 620 N Pierce
Street, Portland IN
Saturday Morning
MAY 24, 2025 

9:30 A.M. 
REAL ESTATE

3 Bedroom manufac-
tured home with approxi-
mately 1400 square feet
of living area sitting on
concrete crawl space.
This 1994 home fea-
tures 2 full bathrooms,
gas forced air furnace,
central air, metal roof,
and attached carport
with approximately 736
square feet.  This home
is situated on a 136í x
173í corner lot which is
equivalent to 3 city lots.
Property also has 2 out-
door storage sheds.

This home is located at
the east end of Portland
near the Jay County
Fairgrounds which

allows you to live in the
city limits while enjoying

the rural sitting.   
For more information or
private showing contact
GARY LOY, AUCTION-
EER at (260) 726-5160
or KIM LOY, REAL
ESTATE BROKER at
(260) 729-2213.
ELDON MILLER
By Ron Miller POA

And 
ROWENA MILLER,

DECEASED
Loy Auction 

AC#31600027 
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibition
Hall at the Jay County
Fairgrounds, 806 W

Votaw St., Portland, IN 
MAY 10, 2025 
9:30 A. M.

OLD ITEMS & COLLEC-
TORS ITEMS ñ

HOUSEHOLD GOODS
Oak 2 pc. cupboard; tall
entry bench with coat

pegs; old mustard cabi-
net; (2) hump back
trunks; ; Royal Crest
ìCastle Roseî Sterling
flatware (123 pieces);

Sterling spoons; Sterling
candleholders; Sterling
tray and 2 teapots;Port-
land Typhoons, 1942
thru 1945; JEWELRY:
10k ring (3.7g), 10K ring
(3.3g), 10K heart neck-
lace (1.6g), 14K ring
(2.3g); Boyds Bears;
drums and guitars; (2)
Star Wars Battling

Drones (new); LARGE
ASSORTMENT OF

GNOMES;  large lot of
holiday dÈcor; and many
other items not listed.
TRAILER - BOWS ñ

TOOLS
2017 Look 20í x 8í tan-
dem axle enclosed trail-
er with generator, refrig-
erator, air conditioning
and trailer has been set
up as a mobile retail

unit;  Barnett crossbow
and arrow with scope;
Browning compound
bow and arrows; 5í

bridge for outdoors; Big
Dog tree stand safety

harness;12V clay throw-
er; yard tools; hand
tools; and many other

items not listed. 
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Please note that we will
be running 2 rings a por-
tion of the day. Doors
will open at 8:00 a.m.
day of auction for pre-

view. 
JOANNA STONE,

Deceased
And

BOLLENBACHER FAMI-
LY 

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibition
Hall at the Jay County
Fairgrounds, 806 W

Votaw St., Portland, IN 
MAY 17th, 2025

9:30 A. M.
ANTIQUES -  OLD &

COLLECTORS ITEMSñ
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
Oak wardrobe; Radio
Flyer wagon;  John

Deere 3 speed bicycle;
John Deere wrench

sets; JD, Case & Oliver
steering wheel centers;
JD wrenches;  hump

back trunk; flat top trunk;
#20 cast iron pot belly
stove;  Marlin 22 semi-
automatic rifle; ammo;
1940ís Coke tray;  Stan-
ley scraper plane; Stan-
ley Bailey smooth plane;
Indiana Band ribbons
and awards; marbles;
ice cream freezer;  trac-
tor plates; cleaning sup-
plies; and many other

items not listed.
TOY TRACTORS ñ
JOHN DEERE COL-

LECTIBLES
JD 1953 Model D trac-
tor; JD Model R tractor;
JD 5020 tractor; JD mini

tractor; Case IH
McCormick Deering trac-
tor; White Row Crop

tractor; Fairbanks Morse
Battery Ignition unit; JD
Model A 1934 tractor;

Minneapolis Moline UTS
tractor;  JD 1/24 scale
race car; JD thermome-
ter; JD trays;  JD goat
wagon; large amount of
JD manuals, literature,
and books; JD jewelry;
JD comforter; JD lamp;
JD ornaments; JD

lighters; JD banks; JD
belt buckles;  and many
other items not listed

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  
Please note that we will
be running 2 rings a por-
tion of the day.  Doors
will open at 8:00 a.m.
day of auction for pre-

view.
PAUL & JOAN KLIN-
GEL, DECEASED And
STACHLER FAMILY

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY JUNE 7TH,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 127 Rayburn
Dr, Portland IN.
REAL ESTATE

Real Estate sells at
10:00 AM. 

3 bedroom, 1.5 bath
brick ranch style home
containing 1,328 sq ft

finished living area. Cen-
tral Air, Sun room, 2 car

attached garage.
Detached garage/ shop
building. Home has
been well maintained. 

Open House:
Sunday May 25th from
1-3 PM or for private

showing phone Auction-
eers. 

VEHICLE ñ FURNI-
TURE ñ SHOP

2003 Chevrolet Venture
Minivan. Cast Iron Bull-

dog. 
Grandfather Clock. 8
Track Stereo/ Record

Player. Glider Rocker w/
Ottoman. 3 Cushion
Sofa. Rocker Recliner.
Metal Patio Set. Bird

Bath. Lawn Cart. Crafts-
man 10î Table Saw.
Craftsman Router w/

Stand. Craftsman Scroll
Saw. Craftsman

Grinder/Sander. Shop,
Hand, and Lawn and

Garden Tools.
OWNER: Rose Fennig

Estate, 
by Dale W Fennig

Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
Friday May 16th, 2025

TIME  5:00 P.M. 
LOCATED: 225 E

WATER ST, PORTLAND
IN

VEHICLES ñ SHOP ñ
APPLIANCES ñ MISC

2011 Ford F350 4x4 with
utility bed. 2008 Ford
E350 15 Passenger
Van. 2007 Chevrolet
3500 Box Truck w/ lift
gate. Simplicity Citation
0 Turn Mower w/ 52î cut,
623 hours.  . Dewalt

Table Saw. Delta Indus-
trial Table Saw. Delta
Sander. . Paint Shaker.
Sun Generator Alterna-
tor Tester. Hot and Cold
Tables. Ice Maker. Coca
Cola Cooler. Coca Cola
Upright Cooler. (15)

Folding Lunch Tables..
Balance Beam. Gym-
nastic Vault. Uneven

Bars. Desks, Chairs, Fil-
ing Cabinets. 

Large Auction. Several
Items Not Mentioned
OWNER: Jay School

Corporation 
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities

00 CLASSIFIEDS 40 NOTICES 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR

 SUBSCRIBE 
TO THE

COMMERCIAL 
REVIEW

up to 
49% off  

Newsstand  prices
Subscribe at 
thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located in the Bubp Exhibition Hall at the Jay County Fairgrounds, Portland

Indiana on Saturday Morning

May 17, 2025 
9:30 A.M.

ANTIQUES -  OLD & COLLECTORS ITEMS – HOUSEHOLD GOODS
Oak wardrobe; Radio Flyer wagon; wood rake;  Seyferts pretzel jar; trombone;
Flower Garden quilt; John Deere 3 speed bicycle; John Deere wrench sets; JD,
Case & Oliver steering wheel centers; JD wrenches;  ceramic Christmas tree;
walk behind plow; Ultimate Garden Tractor book; Gillette Blue Blade dispenser
advertisement; adult pull toy; Indian artifact hammers and stones; several
arrowheads; Tri State buttons; set of Johnny Tractor children’s books; vanity
dresser; hump back trunk; flat top trunk; #20 cast iron pot belly stove; Singer
treadle sewing machine;  oil lamps; Red Wing #6 crock, Bee Sting #6 crock, and
other assorted crocks;  Marlin 22 semi-automatic rifle; ammo; 1940’s Coke tray;
jewelry boxes; jewelry; towels; Pressure canner; scanner; cookbooks; PROOF
SETS:  1961 THRU 2000; blow molds; LARGE LOT OF CHRISTMAS
DECORATIONS; several Santa figurines; Muncie Normal yearbooks; Fire King
“Tulip” bowls; Fire King colored mugs; Carnival; Candlewick; Fostoria; erector
set; buttons; thimbles; Blenko amber bottle; cookie cutters; Christmas bulbs;
Stanley scraper plane; Stanley Bailey smooth plane; brass bells; Buckeye gas
nozzle; Fulton plane; US military brass spurs; Stanley depth gauge; Stanley
scraper; Hawkeye wrench; Wagner cast iron skillets; quilt top; Kodak film tank;
BRASS:   belt buckles, uniform buttons, valve cover, door knocker, nozzle, RR
brake arm, and others not listed; Terre Haute Brewing bottle;  skeleton keys;
Brass 11 pt. lightning rod top; Grange ribbons; bottle; caps; levels; pocket knives;
Federal Dial indicators; fishing lures; Stanley Spoke shave plane; stamps; 6 pc.
nesting doll set; ½ gallon glass jug with bail; glass jar with lid; Crackle glass
pitcher; copper fire extinguisher; Pink Depression; S & P sets; Indiana Band
ribbons and awards; marbles; ice cream freezer; Squirt bottle; Rickert & Berry,
Winchester thermometer; beer steins; assorted glassware; tractor plates; cleaning
supplies; Proof sets 1961-2000, and wheat pennies; and many other items not
listed.

TOY TRACTORS – JOHN DEERE COLLECTIBLES
JD 1953 Model D tractor; JD Model R tractor; JD Diesel 80 tractor; JD Model
A tractor; JD plow; JD 2550 utility tractor; JD Model M tractor; JD utility tractor;
JD Model MI 1947 tractor; JD 5020 tractor; JD mini tractor; Case IH McCormick
Deering tractor; White Row Crop tractor; While Oliver tractor; Sheppard Diesel
SD-4 tractor; Massey Ferguson tractor;  Fairbanks Morse Battery Ignition unit;
Oliver 2655 – 4WD tractor; Ertl Ford 8N tractor; Farmall Super M tractor; JD
PW tractor; Case tractor; Cock Shutt 60 tractor; JD Model A 1934 tractor;
Minneapolis Moline UTS tractor; JD BW tractor; JD Model D tractor; JD steel
wheel tractor; Oliver steel wheel tractor; Ertl JD baler; Allis Chalmer C tractor;
White row crop tractor; Minneapolis Moline narrow front F tractor; Ertl WD9
tractor; Minneapolis Moline UTS Wide Front tractor;  JD 1/24 scale race car;
JD thermometer; JD trays;  JD goat wagon; large amount of JD manuals,
literature, and books; JD jewelry; JD comforter; JD lamp;  JD ornaments; JD
lighters; JD banks; JD belt buckles;  and many other items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:   This auction offers a nice collection of items.     Please
note that we will be running 2 rings a portion of the day.      Doors will open at
8:00 a.m. day of auction for preview.

PAUL & JOAN KLINGEL, DECEASED
And STACHLER FAMILY

LOY AUCTION AC#31600027
AUCTIONEERS

Gary Loy   AU 01031608    Aaron Loy  AU11200112
Travis Theurer   AU 11200131  Kaden Khayyata AU12400069

CR 5-10-2025

PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED: 225 E WATER ST, PORTLAND IN

FRIDAY MAY 16TH, 2025
5:00 P.M. 

VEHICLES – SHOP – APPLIANCES – MISC
2011 Ford F350 4x4 with utility bed. 2008 Ford
E350 15 Passenger Van. 2007 Chevrolet 3500 Box
Truck w/ lift gate. Simplicity Citation 0 Turn Mower
w/ 52” cut, 623 hours. 3pt Woods 7’ Grader Blade.
NAPA 7 ton Bumper Jacks. Dewalt Table Saw. Delta
Industrial Table Saw. Delta Sander. Double arbor
Grinder on Pedestal. Delta Scroll Saw. Jet SR2024N
Slip Roll. Paint Shaker. Sun Generator Alternator
Tester. Quick Way Valve Grinder. Maytag
Refrigerator. Hobart Industrial Mixer. Hot and Cold
Tables. Ice Maker. Coca Cola Cooler. Coca Cola
Upright Cooler. (15) Folding Lunch Tables. Plastic
Lunch Trays. Balance Beam. Gymnastic Vault.
Uneven Bars. Desks, Chairs, Filing Cabinets. 
Large Auction. Several Items Not Mentioned

OWNER: Jay School
Corporation

NOTE: Check Auctionsoft and AuctionZip for
more photos.

TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY:  CASH –
GOOD CHECK – CREDIT CARD 

STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD

SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING 
AND REAL ESTATE 

AC31800004
Pete D. Shawver    Zane Shawver

Lic# AU19700040       Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587      260-729-2229

More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com 
CR 5-10 NG 5-9 NT 5-7 RB 5-13-2025

PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED: 606 S Western Ave, Portland Indiana 

SATURDAY MAY 24TH, 2025
10:00 A.M. 

REAL ESTATE
Real Estate sells at 10:00 AM. 

3 bedroom, 2 bath Ranch style home containing
1,456 sq ft finished living area. Home has central
air, newer roof, 1 car attached garage, 12x20 ft
utility shed/shop. Home is in move-in condition. 
Open House: Sunday May 11th 1-3 PM, or for
private showing phone auctioneers.
VEHICLES – JEWELRY – ANTIQUES – SHOP 
2006 Cadillac DTS with Northstar V8 Engine w/
128,000 miles. 2007 Kia Rondo EX V6 w/ 196,000
miles. Remington Score Master 511 22 cal Bolt.
1932 Bryant Owls Gold 14k Class Ring. JayCees
10k Gold Ring. 1972 JayCees Gold Pins. Scottish
Rite 10k Gold Ring w/ Diamond. Gold Tie Tack w/
Diamond. 10k Gold Eastern Star Ring. Gold
Christie’s Watch Fob. Money Clip w/ Silver Coin
Inlay. Lions Club Silver Necklace. Shriner,
Masonic, and Scottish Rite Memorabilia.
Commemorative Jewelry of all Kinds. Old Compass
w/ Box. Wood Box with Cherry Inlay. Large lot of
eyeglass frames. Howdy Duty Puppet. 22K Gold
Overlay Dishware. Oak Curved Glass Cabinet.
Wooden High Chair. Oak Wash Stand. Marvel Top
Wash Stand. Drop-Front Secretary. Floor Lamp.
Stained Glass and other Tiffany Style Lamps.
Mantel Clocks. Pictures and Frames. Ringling
Brothers, Barnum and Bailey Pictures. Old Toys.
Primitive Tool Display. JFK Busk. 2 Wooden
Rockers. Wingback Chair. Hummels Coat Rack.
Miniatures and Figurines. 5 Drawer Dresser. Marble
top Patio Stand. 2 Corner Cabinets. Roll Top Desk.
3 Patio Rockers. Indian Décor. Sofa. Washer and
Dryer. Hier Mini Fridge. Rainbow Sweeper. Small
Kitchen Appliances. Portable Air Compressor.
Bench Model Drill Press. Walter Turner 10” Table
Saw. B&D Radial Arm Saw. Atlas Scroll Saw.
Router and Table. Sander. Wood Clamps. Wood
Lathe Knives. Poulan Chainsaw. Battery Powered
Weed Eater. Large Lot of: Shop, Hand, and Lawn
and Garden Tools. 

NOTE: Check Auctionsoft and 
AuctionZip for more photos.

TERMS: Cash with 10% Down 
at the Auction, balance upon closing. 

TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY: CASH –
GOOD CHECK – CREDIT CARD 

OWNER: Richard B Frank
STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD

SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING 
AND REAL ESTATE 

AC31800004
Pete D. Shawver    Zane Shawver

Lic# AU19700040       Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587      260-729-2229

More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com 
CR 5-10,17 RB 5-13,20 NT 5-7,14 NG 5-9,16-
2025
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday May 24th,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED:  606 S West-
ern Ave, PORTLAND IN

REAL ESTATE
Real Estate sells at

10:00 AM. 
3 bedroom, 2 bath

Ranch style home con-
taining 1,456 sq ft fin-
ished living area. Home
has central air, newer
roof, 1 car attached

garage, 12x20 ft utility
shed/shop. Home is in
move-in condition. 

Open House: Sunday
May 11th 1-3 PM, or for
private showing phone

auctioneers.
VEHICLES ñ JEWELRY

ñ ANTIQUES ñ SHOP 
2007 Kia Rondo EX V6
w/ 196,000 miles. Rem-
ington Score Master 511
22 cal Bolt. 1932 Bryant
Owls Gold 14k Class

Ring. JayCees 10k Gold
Ring. 1972 JayCees

Gold Pins. Scottish Rite
10k Gold Ring w/ Dia-
mond.  Lions Club Silver

Necklace. Shriner,
Masonic, and Scottish
Rite Memorabilia.

Howdy Duty Puppet.
22K Gold Overlay Dish-
ware. Stained Glass and

other Tiffany Style
Lamps. Mantel Clocks. .
Hummels Coat Rack.
Miniatures and Fig-
urines. . Portable Air
Compressor. Bench

Model Drill Press. Wood
Clamps. Wood Lathe
Knives. Poulan Chain-
saw. Battery Powered
Weed Eater. Large Lot
of: Shop, Hand, and

Lawn and Garden Tools. 
OWNER: Richard B

Frank
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-

housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT  SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE
COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW
up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices
Subscribe at 
thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

READ THE CR THEN RECYCLE

Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today
Jay County — Baseball doubleheader at

Hagerstown  – 10 a.m.; Softball at Lady Panther
Classic – 10 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Softball at Covington Clas-
sic – 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Monday
Jay County — Baseball at Muncie Central – 5

p.m.; Track quad meet at Union City – 5:30 p.m.;
JV baseball at Bluffton– 5 p.m.; Junior high golf
vs. Selma – 4:30 p.m.; Junior high track vs. Driv-
er – 5 p.m.; Junior high baseball vs. Munice Bur-
ris – 5:30 p.m.; Junior high softball at Delta –
5:30 p.m.; Junior high tennis vs. Bluffton – 5:30
p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Boys golf vs. Southern Wells –

4:30 p.m.; Baseball at Southern Wells – 5 p.m.;
Softball at Southern Wells – 5 p.m.; Girls tennis
vs. Randolph Southern – 5 p.m.; Junior high base-
ball vs. Daleville – 5 p.m.; Junior high tennis at
South Adams – 5 p.m.; Junior High softball at
Blackford – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track MAC meet prelims at
Coldwater – 4:30 p.m.; Softball sectional final vs.
Preble Shawnee – 5 p.m.; Baseball at Memorial –
5:30 p.m.; JV baseball vs. Memorial – 5:30 p.m.

TV sports
Today

9:30 a.m. — Bundesliga soccer: Werder Bre-

men at RB Leipzig (ESPN2)
10 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Southamp-

ton at Manchester City (USA)
11:30 a.m. — IndyCar: Sonsio Grand Prix

(FS1)
12:30 p.m. — Premier League soccer: AFC

Bournemouth at Aston Villa (NBC)
12:50 p.m. — NWSL soccer: Chicago Red

Stars at Washington Spirit (ABC)
1 p.m. — Indy NXT Series: Indianapolis Grand

Prix (FS1)
1 p.m. — UFL: Michigan Panthers at Arlington

Renegades (FOX)
3 p.m. — PGA Tour: Truist Championship

(CBS)
3:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Boston Celtics at

New York Knicks (ABC)
4 p.m. — Grand Slam Track (NBC)
4:05 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals at

Washington Nationals (FDSN Indiana)
4:30 p.m. — IndyCar: Sonsio Grand Prix (FOX)
6 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Washington Capitals

at Carolina Hurricanes (TNT)
7 p.m. — AMA Supercross: Salt Lake City

(USA)
7:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Houston

Astros (FDSN Indiana)
7:15 p.m. — MLB: Chicago Cubs at New York

Mets (FOX)
7:30 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series:

Heart of Heath Care 200 (FS1)
8 p.m. — Banana Ball World Tour baseball

(ESPN2)
8:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Minnesota Timber-

wolves at Golden State Warriors (ABC)

9:30 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Vegas Golden
Knights at Edmonton Oilers (TNT)

10 p.m. — Major League Rugby: Houston
SaberCats at San Diego (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — Boxing: Charly Coronel Suarez vs.
Emanuel Navarrete (ESPN)

Sunday
7 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Newcastle

United at Chelsea (USA)
10:15 a.m. — La Liga soccer: FC Barcelona at

Real Madrid (ESPN)
11:30 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Liver-

pool FC at Arsenal FC (NBC)
12 p.m. — College lacrosse: Notre Dame at

Ohio State (ESPN)
12:50 p.m. — NWSL soccer: Kansas City Cur-

rent at Bay (ESPN)
1 p.m. — LPGA Tour: Mizuho Americas Open

(CBS)
2:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Houston

Astros (FDSN Indiana)
3 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: AdventHeath

400 (FS1)
3 p.m. — PGA Tour: Truist Championship

(CBS)
3:10 p.m. — IMSA SportsCar Championship:

WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca (NBC)
3:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Oklahoma City

Thunder at Denver Nuggets (ABC)
4:30 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Winnipeg Jets at

Dallas Stars (TBS)
7:10 p.m. — MLB: Philadelphia Phillies at

Cleveland Guardians (ESPN)
7:30 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Toronto Maple

Leafs at Florida Panthers (TBS)
8 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Cleveland Cavaliers at

Indiana Pacers (TNT)

Monday
6:45 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals at

Philadelphia Phillies (FDSN Indiana)
7 p.m. — NBA Draft Lottery (ESPN)
7 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Washington Capitals

at Carolina Hurricanes (TNT)
7:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Boston Celtics at

New York Knicks (ESPN)
9:30 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Vegas Golden

Knights at Edmonton Oilers (TNT)
9:45 p.m. — MLB: Arizona Diamondbacks at

San Francisco Giants (FS1)
10 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Minnesota Timber-

wolves at Golden State Warriors (ESPN)

Tuesday
TBD p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Indiana Pacers at

Cleveland Cavaliers (TNT)
TBD p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Denver Nuggets at

Oklahoma City Thunder (TNT)
4 p.m. — IndyCar: Indianapolis 500 (FS1)
6:40 p.m. — MLB: Boston Red Sox at Detroit

Tigers (TBS); Chicago White Sox at Cincinnati
Reds (FDSN Indiana)

8 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Winnipeg Jets at Dal-
las Stars (ESPN)

Local notes
Registration open

Registration for the 35th annual Flat 50 Plus
bicycle ride in Adams County is now open. To

register, visit RunSignUp.com.
There are rides ranging from 20 to 100 miles

long.
The event will be held at 7 a.m. Saturday, June

21. It will start at Bellmont High School and will
have stops in Willshire, Geneva and Monroe with
refreshments.

Challenge set
The Adams County 5K Run/Walk Challenge

is set to begin today.
The Challenge includes seven races and the

Challenge Series award will be given to the first
100 participants over the age of 19 to compete
in five or more events.

Registration forms are available at
www.adamscounty5kchallenge.com and can be
submitted to Debra Gerber at 656 W Van Buren
St., Berne, IN 46711.

The series fee is $125 with a t-shirt
included in each race or $90 without it. For
students under the age of 18 registering, the
cost will be $100 with the t-shirts or $80
without.

The first race, Monroe Lions 5K, is set for at
8:15 a.m. Registration will cost $20 with no
guarantee of a shirt.

All female participants in the Monroe Lions
5K will receive a plant in honor of Mother’s Day.

For more information contact Alan Arnold at
(260) 216-1101 or email
pamalarn@myfibersolution.com.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,” email

details to sports@thecr.com.

Continued from page 10
Brown led JCHS

with three RBIs on two
hits and a walk. He
also scored two runs.

A.J. Myers was sad-
dled with the loss after
throwing three
innings in relief  of
Kade Sommers. Myers
surrendered four runs
(only one was earned)
on five hits.

DeHoff leads
The Jay County boys

golf  team slipped to
third place in a tri-
meet with Bluffton and
Bellmont at Portland
Golf  Club on Thurs-
day.

Bluffton claimed the
top spot with 156
strokes, beating out
Bellmont’s 162 and the
Patriots’ 166.

Cody DeHoff  shot
the low score for Jay
County (6-4) with a 38.
One Bluffton golfer
and two from Bellmont
beat him out. DeHoff
never shot worse than
a bogey while making
six pars on the day.

Tucker Griffin fol-
lowed DeHoff  with a
round of  40 strokes. He
also never shot worse
than a bogey, but only
made par twice. He did
have a highlight on the
335-yard, par-4 first
hole with a birdie.

Griffin Byrum and
Isaac Homan made up
the rest of  the team
score by carding 44
each.

Dawson Goldswor-
thy shot a 47 from the
No. 5 spot, which
didn’t affect the final
score.

Jay County ...Continued from page 10
Fort Recovery put up

three runs in the fifth and
seventh innings to take
down the Starfries (13-
3).The fifth inning runs
came from an Ava Grisez
single and a passed ball.
Emma Will singled and
Homan doubled in the sev-
enth to put the Tribe up 7-3.

Homan gave up three
runs to SAHS in the final
inning, but held on to pick
up the win in both games.

Tribe splits
FORT RECOVERY —

Fort Recovery’s baseball
team split a pair of  games
on Thursday and Friday,
falling short of  St. Henry
15-10 before beating
Crestview 8-5.

The Indians (13-6, 4-5
MAC) held a 6-2 lead head-
ing into the fourth inning
against St. Henry (10-6, 6-2
MAC), but gave up eight
runs in the frame and

weren’t able to climb back.
Alex Gaerke led the

Tribe’s offense with four
RBIs on two hits, including
a double.

Colson Post suffered the
loss, giving up six
unearned runs in the
fourth inning, while just
recording two outs. He
gave up four hits and one
walk.

Fort Recovery bounced
back as it scored seven
runs in the first inning
against Crestview (7-9).
Runs scored on a Brodie
Hart walk, a Caden Homan
single, a wild pitch, a Post
triple and a single by Reece
Wendel.

Dylan Klenke pitched a
complete game to earn the
victory. Of  the five runs
scored against Klenke,
only three were earned.

Three titles
COLDWATER, Ohio —

The Fort Recovery girls

track team finished fifth
out of  six teams at the Mer-
cer County track meet
hosted by Coldwater on
Thursday, while the boys
team fell to sixth.

The Indian girls scored
58 points, beating out Park-
way (41.5) for fifth. Coldwa-
ter won the meet with 175.5
points. The FRHS boys
only managed 10 points,
while Marion Local
claimed the county crown
with 170.5.

Anna Roessner and Kar-
lie Niekamp led the Indi-
ans, combining for 34
points. Roessner put work
in the 100-meter and 400-
meter dashes, winning
both events with times of
12.16 second and 57.49,
respectively.

Niekamp chucked her
discus 116 feet, 2 inches to
claim the top spot in the
event. Elisa Evers followed
on Niekamp’s heels for sec-
ond place with a throw of

107 feet, 1 inch. Niekamp
also finished fourth in the
shot put with a mark of  30
feet, 8 ½ inches.

Other points for the girls
came from:

•Riley Heitkamp in the
3,200 run (third - 13 min-
utes, 12.31 seconds)

•Madison Heitkamp in
the 100 hurdles (fourth -
17.98) and the 300 hurdles
(fourth - 53.29)

•Kennedy Muhlenkamp
in the 800 run (fifth -
2:35.46)

Only two boys finished
in the top six for FRHS.
Isaac Roessner placed
fourth in the long jump
with a distance of  19 feet, 2
inches.

Carson Fullenkamp fin-
ished fifth in the shot put
with a throw that traveled
42 feet, 2 inches.

The other points came
from the 4x400 relay team
that finished fourth in
3:53.51.

Fort Recovery ...

Continued from page 10
The duo got off  to a quick start

in the first set. Newton started
the first game with back-to-back
aces with Banda returning the
ball long and LaFuze leaving it
short of  the net. The Indians
managed to return the ball after
the next two serves but the Patri-
ots outlasted them each time
before Banda made an error.

In no time at all, Faulkner and
Newton won the first set 6-0.
Their only blemish in the second
set came in the fourth game, but
they quickly flushed it to pull it
out 6-1. It took the Patriots less
than 45 minutes to wipe out the
UCHS duo.

“I switched the lineup this
week and took Faith out for a
minute,” Garringer said. “I was
nervous putting them back
together because they didn’t prac-
tice at all this week. But they
needed that confidence boost.
Both doubles teams did.”

Gretchen Link and Sophia
Sprunger had a bit of  a rockier
path in the No. 2 doubles contest,
trading games with Sofia Emrick
and Emmi Kreiner in the first set.
At one point, Link and Sprunger
trailed 4-3, but came back to take
the lead to win the set 6-4.

They cruised through the sec-
ond set to beat Emrick and Krein-
er 6-2 a little more than an hour
after the lineups were read off.

The Patriots’ two most depend-
able positions pulled off  victories
as well.

Brenna Bailey, who was bat-
tling an illness that affected her

ability to breathe clearly, swept
Ashley Garrett 6-0, 6-0 in the No. 1
doubles match. Bailey had to
keep the pace slow in the begin-
ning due to a runny nose that
impeded her breathing, and in
return, Garrett continuously
pushed the ball from one half  of
the court to the other to force the
Patriot senior to move.

“She tried to get me out of
breath, and she was but I just
tried to place it where I knew her
weakness was,” Bailey said. “If

you hit it right at her, a little
short, she wasn’t very good at
that. … Then my serves were
good, so that’s how I won.”

Because Bailey fought through
the match, she preserved her per-
fect 10-0 start to the season.
Despite moving up from No. 2 sin-
gles to No. 1, she is just one win
away from her total number of
wins from a season ago.

“I just got more knowledge of
the game in the offseason work-
ing with Delta’s assistant coach,”

Bailey said. “I’m just more
patient this year and try not to get
into a bad mindset. … I’m really
happy (with the start) but it
makes me a little more nervous to
lose.”

Meredith Dirksen won her
eighth match of  the season at the
No. 2 singles position, taking
down Shleby Arnold 6-2, 6-0.

Lily Johnson gave up two of
the first three games to Union
City’s No. 3 singles player Addi-
son Thornburg, but ended up tak-

ing the set 6-2. They traded games
in the second set, forcing a
tiebreaker that Johnson got
ahead 5-1 before securing the 6-2,
7-6 (7-3) victory.

“Lily is the most mentally
strong player that I have,” Gar-
ringer said. “Nothing phases her.
She doesn’t get down on herself.
She can shake off  a game if  she
loses it and come back from it and
in tennis I think that’s probably
one of  the most important
things.”

Adams Central 4
Jay County 1

The Jay County girls tennis
team dropped its final Allen
County Athletic Conference
match of  the season 4-1 to Adams
Central on Thursday.

Bailey secured the only point
for the Patriots, beating Melanie
Bertsch 6-0, 6-1 in the No. 1 singles
contest.

Dirksen nearly beat McKayla
Ringger at the No. 2 singles posi-
tion, but instead had her five-
match win streak snapped 1-6, 7-6
(7-5), 6-4.

Johnson nearly forced a third
set, but dropped the No. 3 singles
match 7-5, 6-2 to Tenley Hen-
dricks.

Link and Sprunger couldn’t
come up with the win in the No. 2
doubles match, losing to Jillian
Brotherton and Lila Ringger 6-3,
6-1.

Adams Central’s Alexa Broth-
erton and Macy McClure swept
Courtney Harris and Newton 6-0,
6-0 at the No. 1 doubles position.

Another ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County’s No. 1 singles player Brenna Bailey runs up to hit a low forehand during
her 6-0, 6-0 sweep of Union City’s Ashley Garrett on Friday. The win moved Bailey to 10-0 on the
season, just one win shy of her total from 2024, when she played the No. 2 singles position.



By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

The Patriots were coming
off  a pair of  tough losses,
including their final opportu-
nity to get a conference victory.

Their minds were complete-
ly wiped of  that as they rolled
to victory against a conference
opponent. 

The Jay County High School
girls tennis team swept the
Union City Indians 5-0 on Fri-
day in a potential preview of  a
sectional opener or champi-
onship match.

Jay County (4-6, 0-3 Allen
County Athletic Conference)
previously beat Winchester
Community 4-1, another
potential sectional opponent
on April 21. JCHS still has to
face Randolph Southern on
Tuesday, and will get its first
view of  the sectional bracket
on May 19. But for now, the
sweep of  the Indians boosted
the Patriots’ confidence even
more about their odds in the
sectional.

“It felt really good,” said
JCHS coach Andrea Gar-
ringer. “I’ve been really nerv-
ous the whole season with
these doubles. They just
showed me right there that
we’ve made a good choice. I felt
better about seeing them
together and it felt really good
to 5-0 them.”

Faith Faulkner and Raylah
Newton left no ball uncontest-
ed as they steamrolled through
their No. 1 doubles match
against Cintia Banda and My
LaFuze.

See Another page 9

      

No Phone Calls Please

OUT OF TOWN 
BUNDLE DROP DRIVER

Wanna become a part of
our team? We are looking

for somebody who is
interesed in dropping
newsstand papers to

businesses! Apply at the
Commercial Review.
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Sports
Saturday, May 10, 2025

Roessner, Niekamp led
FRHS track at county meet,
see roundup below

Jay baseball has a double-
header against Hagerstown,

see Sports on tap

Another foe down
ST. HENRY, Ohio and

BERNE — The Indians
suffered a tough loss on
Wednesday, killing their
Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence title hopes, but they
came back to dominate a
team that sat atop the
MAC and edged out a
ranked team from Indi-
ana.

The Fort Recovery
High school
softball
team
bounced

back after a loss to Park-
way to beat St. Henry 27-9
and the Class 3A No. 5
South Adams Starfires 7-
6 on Thursday and Fri-
day, respectively.

The Indians (13-7, 5-2
MAC) went for the jugu-
lar early against St.
Henry (8-11, 5-1 MAC),
scoring 11 runs in the
first inning. They also
put up 12 in the fourth
while plating just a pair
in the third and fifth
frames.

Jenna Homan, Kayla
Heitkamp and Layla
Armstrong all hit home
runs in the game, while
leading FRHS with seven,
six and four RBIs, respec-
tively.

The win over St. Henry,
and a loss for Minster
against Marion Local,
guaranteed the Indians
will finish tied for second
in the MAC.
See Fort Recovery page 9

Doug Arbuckle told the
Patriots their memory
needed to be short to
bounce back from a loss at
South Adams on Wednes-
day.

As a result, they got the
job done in only five
innings against the
Tigers.

After going 0-for-3 on
Wednesday, Brenna Ruble
delivered a two-RBI dou-
ble in the bottom of  the
fifth inning to give the Jay
County High School soft-
ball team a walk-off  win
via the mercy rule against
the Bluffton Tigers 10-0 on
Thursday.

Ruble led the Patriots
(12-2, 2-2 Allen County
Athletic Conference) with
three RBIs on two doubles.
JCHS also got a pair of
doubles from Morgan Mis-
sicano, who drove in one
run and scored two more,
and Carley Trinidad, who

led the team with three
hits.

Trinidad picked up the
win in the circle without
giving up a run or a walk.
She allowed two hits over
the five innings of  work,
while striking out 11 bat-
ters.

Jay County scored an
unearned run on Bluffton
(6-12, 2-3 ACAC) in the bot-
tom of  the first inning. It
scored one more in the
second before finding its
groove in the third for five
runs. There were three
runs scored in the fifth on
an Ava Bice single and
Ruble’s double.

Just short
Jay County’s baseball

team scored five runs over
the final two innings, but
couldn't tie the Bluffton
Tigers, resulting in a 7-6
loss on Thursday.

Bluffton (14-6, 5-0 ACAC)
put up four runs in the top
of  the sixth inning, but
the Patriots (5-9, 2-2 ACAC)
punched back with four of
their own on singles by
Leighton Brown and
Carter Fugiett. 

In the seventh, Aiden
Phillps starting things off
with a single and Garrett
Bennett and Drew
Schemenaur reached base
by getting hit by pitches.
With two outs, Brown
drew a walk to cut the
deficit to 7-6 with the bases
still loaded. Wyatt Foster
followed with a ground-
ball to shortstop that
ended the game.

See Jay County page 9

Tribe
softball
picked
up two
victories

JCHS softball beats up 
on Bluffton Tigers 10-0

Jay County
roundup

FRHS
roundup

Jay girls tennis wiped Union City 5-0 to beat its
second potential sectional opponent of the year

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County High School junior Lily Johnson connects on a backhand during her No.
3 singles match against Addison Thornburg of Union City on Friday. Johnson and Thornburg
traded games in the second set before the Patriot won the tiebreaker to pick up her third
win of the season 6-2, 7-6 (7-3) and complete the 5-0 JCHS sweep.


