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Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers avail-
able today. Trailers will be
open from 9 a.m. to noon in the
shopping center at 220 Lincoln
St., Portland, and Dunkirk
City Park.

Friday — Coverage of
Wednesday’s Jay County Coun-
cil meeting.

Saturday— Details from the
Jay County softball game
against Heritage.

Tuesday — Photos from
Fort Recovery High School’s
graduation ceremony.

In review Coming up

Lana Roberts, 18, Redkey
George Nibarger, 84,

Montpelier
Details on page 2.

Deaths Weather
Jay County had a high tem-

perature of  71 degrees Tuesday.
The low was 63.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low in the upper 60s with a
chance of  thunderstorms and
winds gusting to 25 mph. Expect
mostly sunny skies Friday with
a high in the mid 80s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Kooky in love

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

The cast of the Jay County High School choir department’s production of “The Addams Family” rehearses
Saturday in preparation for this weekend’s production. Performances are scheduled for 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday as
well as 2 p.m. Sunday. Tickets are $7 and will be available at the door.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

They’re creepy.
They’re kooky.
They’re in love.
And they’ll be on stage this

weekend.
Jay County High School’s

choir department will present
the musical “The Addams Fam-
ily,” opening with a show at 7
p.m. Friday.

“I’ve had my eye on this show
for a while, but I’ve put it off  to
wait on the cast I thought would
do it the best,” said director
Susan Denney. “I felt like this
was the year to try it.”

“It’s hard vocally,” she added.
“Sopranos are singing way up
in the stratosphere. It’s dividing
into six-part and more harmo-
ny. So the chorus numbers are

vocally very challenging, but
very cool.”

As is the typical goal with the
show selections, Denney chose
“The Addams Family” in part
because of  the ability to use a
large group of  performers on
stage in those chorus numbers.
In this case, it’s as “the ances-
tors,” the no longer living rela-
tives of  the well-known family
made up of  father Gomez
(Jacob Kellogg), mother Morti-
cia (Jasmine Esparza), daugh-
ter Wednesday (Ali McGraw),
son Pugsley (Elijah Sutton),
Grandma (Kenzie Huey), Uncle
Fester (Luke Moser) and butler
Lurch (Logan Doll).

After attending a perform-
ance at Noblesville High School
early in the school year, Denney
and her staff  decided to dress

the ancestors all in white, using
black lights to add to the spooky
effect.

“I just think the chorus num-
bers are super fun to watch on
stage ’cause they’re all ghosts,”
said Denney. “It’s pretty fun aes-
thetically.”

“This show has some really,
really fun chorus numbers that,
in my opinion, make the whole
show.”

The show follows Wednes-
day’s budding romance with
Lucas Beineke, a “normal” boy
from a “respectable” family. 

Wednesday wants to bring
her new boyfriend home for din-
ner and confides in her father.
She begs Gomez not to tell Mor-
ticia, forcing him to keep a
secret from his wife.

The Beineke family — Austin

Curtis as Lucas, Wyatt Mock as
Mal and Inara Sanderson as
Alice — is invited to join the
Addams’ for dinner, with both
Wednesday and Lucas implor-
ing their parents to be “nor-
mal.”

That, as one might expect,
doesn’t go so well and chaos
ensues.

Denney said she’s been
impressed with the cast, espe-
cially those who have stepped
into lead roles for the first time.
One such performer is Kellogg,
who guides the show and is
constantly trying to keep the
peace in his household.

He said getting into the
Gomez character has been
challenging at times, but enjoy-
able.

See Kooky page 2

Jay County High School will share the love story
of Wednesday Addams’ on stage beginning Friday

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Gov. Mike Braun warned
that Indiana needs swift
solutions for its bevy of
water and energy “chal-
lenges” to support the
state’s expanding manufac-
turing sector.

The Republican governor
gave candid remarks at a
fireside chat at the 2025
Indianapolis Investment
Forum held Tuesday at the
Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way.

He touted Indiana as “the
biggest manufacturing
state in the country” and
hoped for the Hoosier State
“to be on the leading edge
of  the new base load.” Cur-
rently, though, “we clearly
don’t have enough electrici-
ty.” 

“Right now, (Indiana has)
all kinds of  opportunities
that straddle AI and tech-
nology. We’ve got the
biggest two issues, proba-
bly in the state, that have
come out of  nowhere — the
availability of  water and
electricity,” Braun said.
“Neither one of  those was
on the horizon. But if
you’re going to tap into that
new technology, you’ve got
to have it.”

Utilities based in Indiana
currently produce just 20
gigawatts of  electricity,
Braun emphasized. A sin-
gle data center could con-
sume 5% of  that total
capacity.

Indiana is already home
to more than four dozen
data centers — powerhous-
es for the AI boom. Citizens
Action Coalition, a utility-
focused customer advocacy
group, has tracked nearly
30 more energy-demanding
facilities that have been
proposed across the state.

See Power page 2

By SAM DAGHER
and JENNIFER A. DLOUHY
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

President Donald
Trump said the U.S. would
explore normalizing rela-
tions with Syria after the
toppling of  longtime auto-
crat Bashar Assad, adding
to a pledge to lift sanctions
against the country’s new
government.

Strengthening ties with
Syria’s Islamist-led admin-
istration “gives them a
good, strong chance” to
recover after more than a
decade of  war that devas-
tated the economy and trig-
gered one of  the world’s
worst humanitarian and
refugee crises, Trump said
aWednesday in Riyadh.

He earlier sat down with
Syria’s new president,

Ahmed al-Sharaa, the first
meeting between heads of
the two countries since
2000, when Bill Clinton was
in power and met Assad’s
father, Hafez.

“With the support of
leaders in this room, and
the great leaders you are,
we are currently exploring
normalizing relations with
Syria’s new government,”
Trump said during a U.S.-
Gulf  Cooperation Coun-
cil summit in the Saudi cap-
ital.

“It gives them a chance
for greatness,” he contin-
ued. “The sanctions were
really crippling, very pow-
erful.”

Saudi Arabia and its
Gulf  partners have been
keen to pull Syria out from
the orbit of  Iran, their
chief  regional rival and a

key backer of  Assad. Sanc-
tions relief  would allow for
international investment to
stabilize and rebuild the
war-torn country, and pre-
vent the resurgence of  mil-
itant groups such as Islam-
ic State.

Trump started his four-
day Middle East tour culti-
vating ties with Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed
Bin Salman, prioritizing
dealmaking and largely
aligning himself  with the
foreign policy goals of  the
oil-rich kingdom’s de-facto
leader.

Prince Mohammed, or
MBS as he’s commonly
known, sat in on the meet-
ing with Sharaa, a former
militant who joined Al-
Qaeda in Iraq to fight
American troops after the
2003 U.S. invasion.

Trump says U.S. is exploring
normalizing relations with Syria

Governor
calls for
expanding
electrical
capacity

Braun:
State
needs
more
power

Tribune News Service/Getty Images/Tribune News Service

U.S. President Donald Trump (second right) and Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman (right) prepare to pose for photos with leaders during
the Gulf Cooperation Council Leaders’ Summit at The Ritz-Carlton on
Wednesday in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
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No Phone Calls Please

OUT OF TOWN 
BUNDLE DROP DRIVER

Wanna become a part of
our team? We are looking

for somebody who is
interesed in dropping
newsstand papers to

businesses! Apply at the
Commercial Review.
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Lana Roberts
April 21, 2007-May 12, 2025
Lana Roberts, age 18, a resi-

dent of  Redkey, passed away on
Monday, May 12, 2025, at IU
Health Ball Hospital in
Muncie.

Lana was born April 21, 2007,
in Bluffton, Indiana, the daugh-
ter of  Nick Roberts and Brit-
tany Bailey. She was a junior at
Jay County Christian Academy
in Portland. 

Lana was full of  love and
devoted to her Lord and Savior,

Jesus Christ. She
always loved giv-
ing hugs and had
a genuine nurtur-
ing character.
She loved being
with family and
wanted to be a
photographer. 

Survivors
include:

Her parents — Brittany Bai-
ley (stepfather: Oscar Avilez),
Pennville, Indiana, and Nick
Roberts, Pennville, Indiana 

Her siblings — Mitchell

Roberts, Ava Newsome, Laney
Stith, Sadie Stith, Cayson Bai-
ley, Sophie Roberts and Isaac
Roberts

Grandparents — Bob and
Lori Roberts, Redkey, Indiana,
Jessica Maymi (Jama Hutzler),
Fort Wayne, Indiana, and Steve
and Jodi Bailey, Portland, Indi-
ana 

Great-grandparents — Sue
Schaffer, Pennville, Indiana,
Keith Wall, Portland, Indiana,
and Caroline Bailey, Portland,
Indiana 

Several aunts and uncles,

including Jurney and Jyler
Robrts

Several cousins
Visitation will be held on

Monday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Pen-
rod Funeral Home in Portland.
Funeral services will follow at 2
p.m. on Monday at the funeral
home. Burial will follow at
IOOF Twin Hill Cemetery in
Pennville, Indiana. 

George "Tony" P. Nibarger,
Montpelier, a Dunkirk High School
graduate, July 3, 1940-May 7,

2025. Services will be at 2 p.m.
Saturday, May 17, at Walker &
Glancy Funeral Homa, 109 W.
Windsor St., Montpelier.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those
with a connection to our cover-
age area free of  charge. They
include the name, city of  resi-
dence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only
from funeral homes or mortuary
services.

Obituaries

Roberts

Continued from page 1
Part of  the issue, Braun

said, “is we’re shutting
down our coal fleet prema-
turely.” Had Indiana
“known” earlier that an
influx of  data centers and
other development would
create such an energy
demand, “then we
wouldn’t be in the pickle
we’re in now — because
we were so dependent on
(coal).”

“If  you don’t keep up
with it, you’re going to pay
even more for it,” Braun
continued, referring to
energy generation.
“You’ve got to get a little
bit out of  your comfort
zone.”

An ongoing, statewide
push seeks to attract vari-

ous high-tech industries to
Indiana. Braun said data
centers, in particular,
“want to come here
because we’re at least one
of  the 15 states blessed
with some water.” Even so,
it’s a resource that Indiana
“doesn’t have in abun-
dance.”

The governor said Indi-
ana’s energy future “will
probably be small modular
reactors,” or SMRs. State
lawmakers, with Braun’s
support, already adopted
new nuclear energy incen-
tives during the 2025 ses-
sion.

“I see an unbelievable

opportunity, if  again, we
can set the stage,” Braun
said about SMR technolo-
gy, although nuclear devel-
opments are likely still a
decade away. “I hope to be
the first guy. We’re leading
a consortium of  them to
get out on the leading
edge.”

Thursday
Cline, Keith: 11 a.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Monday
Roberts, Lana: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Stanley, William: 2 p.m., MJS
Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian St.,
Redkey.

Saturday
Nibarger, George: 2 p.m.,

Walker & Glancy Funeral Home,
109 W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Domestic battery
Several people were arrested for

domestic battery recently.
Carl Z. Swallow, 35, 306 N. Sycamore

St., Gaston, was arrested Friday and
preliminarily charged with two Level
6 felonies. He was being held on a
$3,000 bond in Jay County Jail.

Toyanna L. Clark, 34, 140 N.
Hawkins Ave., Portland, was arrested
Saturday and preliminarily charged

with a Level 6 felony. Clark was being
held in Jay County Jail on a $3,000
bond.

Evelyn J. Gallaway, 19, 812 W. High
St., Portland, was arrested Monday
and preliminarily charged with a
Level 6 felony. She was being held on
a $3,000 bond in Jay County Jail.

Methamphetamine
A Hardinsburg resident was

arrested for possession of  metham-
phetamine Friday.

Christin M. Rowls, 36, 7524 W. U.S.
Indiana 150, was preliminarily
charged with a Level 6 felony, along
with a Class A misdemeanor for
criminal trespassing and a Class B
misdemeanor for public intoxica-
tion.

He was being held on a $33,000
bond in Jay County Jail.

Passing accident
A Portland woman suffered a head

injury after a Portland man crashed
his car into the back of  her vehicle
along county road 200 West about 7:50
p.m. Friday.

Isaiah J. Aparicio, 18, was driving
his 2017 Dodge Charger north on the

road near county road 200 South
behind a 2016 Chevrolet Trax. He
began to pass the vehicle in front of
him — it was driven by 63-year-old
Elizabeth L. Meinerding — when he
noticed a Utility Task Vehicle driven
by Jessica Imel in the southbound
lane. Aparicio attempted to return to

his lane to avoid hitting Imel’s vehi-
cle, causing him to strike the back of
Meinerding’s vehicle.

Meinerding was transported to IU
Health Ball Memorial in Muncie for
her injury.  Both vehicles were towed,
with damage estimated between
$10,000 and $25,000.

Felony arrests

Capsule Reports

Continued from page 1
“I used to watch The

Addams Family when I
was younger,” Kellogg
added. “And I took three
years of  Spanish, so that
kind of  helped with the
accent …”

As for the personality? 
“According to a lot of

people, I’m not really a
normal person,” he joked.

Denney notes the vari-
ous touches brought by
Huey’s Grandma as comic
relief, Moser’s Uncle Fes-
ter engaging with the
audience and Sutton mak-
ing his debut on the JCHS
stage.

“It’s just kind of  fun to
see them all find their lit-
tle place in it,” she said.

Following opening night
Friday, additional shows
are slated for 7 p.m. Satur-
day and 2 p.m. Sunday.
Tickets are $7 and will be
available at the door.

Kooky ...

Power ...

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$122 million

Mega Millions
15-16-41-48-60
Mega Ball: 21
Estimated jackpot:

$106 million

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 6-0-0
Daily Four: 0-6-5-3
Quick Draw: 3-11-18-

21-28-31-33-36-38-42-47-51-
52-59-60-62-63-65-69-70

Evening

Daily Three: 1-1-4
Daily Four: 6-1-1-4
Quick Draw: 7-8-9-13-

15-27-28-31-34-39-40-45-54-
55-57-58-59-63-68-79

Ohio
Tuesday
Midday
Pick 3: 8-4-3
Pick 4: 0-6-0-5
Pick 5: 8-1-1-4-6
Evening
Pick 3: 1-6-8
Pick 4: 1-3-7-6
Pick 5: 5-5-3-1-2
Rolling Cash: 4-9-11-12-

16
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

Lotteries

In 1607, English set-
tlers established
Jamestown, Virginia,
the first permanent
English settlement in
North America. Captain
John Smith, a colonist
with the group, explored
the Chesapeake region.
He developed a relation-
ship with the Algo-
nquian-speaking
natives and was later
chosen as president of
Jamestown’s council.
In 1718, James Puck-

le developed the first
patented machine gun.
Named after its creator,
the Puckle Gun was
designed to be used
with two bullet types:
round or square. 
In 1928, the first

Mickey Mouse film was
screened. A six-minute
production, “Plane
Crazy” showed Mickey
attempting to fly an air-

plane. His appearance
was a reference to avia-
tor Charles Lindberg.
Mickey Mouse’s success
led to the success of
animator Walt Disney’s
company and franchise.
In 2021, Ron Free-

man was honored as the
first winner of  The
Spirit of  Vicki Lifetime
Achievement Award
during the Jay County
Community Awards.
The award was
renamed in honor of
Vicki Tague, the long-
time chamber director
who died in 2019.
In 2022, Jay County

High School closed its
production of  the musi-
cal “All Shook Up,” fea-
turing the music of
Elvis Presley. Elsria
Goodman and Caleb
Darnell played the lead
roles. 

— The CR

CR almanac

86/61 68/52 68/46 68/48 71/57
Friday’s

forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
with a chance
of rain. Higher
chance of
showers late.

Mostly
cloudy skies
on Tuesday
when there’s
a 60%
chance of
thunder-
storms.

Monday’s
forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
with highs in
the upper
60s.

There’s a
50% chance of
rain on Satur-
day, with the
low tempera-
ture reaching
the mid 50s.

Mostly
sunny on Sun-
day when the
high will be in
the upper 60s.

Friday
5/16

Saturday
5/17

Sunday
5/18

Monday
5/19

Tuesday
5/20

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.62
June corn ................4.64
July corn..................4.66

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.64
June corn ................4.68
July corn..................4.71

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.61
June corn ................4.61
Beans ......................10.91

June beans ............10.96
Wheat ...................... 4.84

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.55
June corn ................4.55
Beans ......................10.92
June beans ............10.95
Wheat ......................4.73

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.66
June corn ................4.68
Beans ......................10.66
June beans .............10.66
Wheat ......................4.68

Today
6 p.m. — Jay County

Board of  Zoning
Appeals, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General
Shanks, 414 E. Floral
Ave., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council

chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

6 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery School Board, Com-
munity Room, high
school, 400 Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

‘If you don’t keep up with it,
you’re going to pay even more for it.

You’ve got to get a little bit
out of your comfort zone.’

—Mike Braun, Indiana governor



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

STITCH AND CHAT-
TER QUILT CLUB
— Meets from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. on the third Thurs-
day of  each month at Jay
Community Center. Show
and teal is at 1 p.m. The
club is open to all ages and
is for anyone who wants to
sew. Bring unfinished
projects and a sewing
machine. For more infor-
mation, call Nan Weesner
(260) 766-9334.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at

10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL MUSEUM — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the third Friday and Sat-
urday of  each month at
Webster Depot, 132 W.
Railroad St.

EN AVANT CLUB —
Meets at 1 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month.

UNDERSTANDING
YOUR SUICIDE GRIEF —
Meets from 1 to 2:30 p.m.
the third Thursday of
each month. The support
group serves to help indi-
viduals who have lost a
loved one to suicide. To
register, contact
Stephanie Patterson at
(260) 251-3259.

ORGAN TRANSPLANT
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet at 3 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month
in the IU Health Blackford
main conference room.

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet at 6:30

p.m. the third Thursday of
the month at Portland
Lions Civic Center, 307 W.
100 North. 

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.
For more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)
964-6075 or Nikki
Bosworth at (765) 584-6452.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will hold its
next meeting at noon Fri-
day, May 16, at Harmony
Cafe in Portland.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL MUSEUM — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the third Saturday and
Friday of  each month at
Webster Depot, 132 W.
Railroad St.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125

Hoover St., Dunkirk.
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: My father’s
wife, “Carole,” loves to
thrift-shop. She enjoys
hunting for a good deal,
particularly if  she can find
things for our 5-year-old
daughter, “Liana.” It’s
sweet how excited she gets
when she brings over a pile
of  new clothes. 

The problem is, Carole
has really different taste
than my husband and I do,
and most of  her purchases
aren’t appropriate for a lit-
tle girl to be wearing. (I’m
talking hot pants, tiny tank
tops, sequin midriff  shirts
and leopard miniskirts.)
These outfits don’t pass the
school dress code or the
Mama dress code. We have
told Liana she can wear
these things only at home
and made a “dress up” box
for them. She’s OK with
that, but I’m not sure what
to tell Carole when she asks
why Liana isn’t wearing
her new clothes. Several
times, I’ve had to intervene
when she’s told our daugh-
ter to change into the
things she’s brought before
we go out. I’ve said things
like, “We like Liana to be
more covered up,” but it’s
like Carole can’t hear me. 

How can I spare Carole’s
feelings while enforcing
our standards? — MODEST
MAMA IN THE MIDWEST
DEAR MAMA: You

have tried the oblique
approach. Carole doesn’t
get the message. Now it’s
time for you to step up
and be a mom. Tell Car-
ole you are grateful for
her generosity, but you
do not want your daugh-

ter “overexposed” in
public. Tell her you want
Liana to concentrate on
her intellectual growth
rather than on glitz and
glamor, which is why you
feel sequin midriff
shirts, hot pants and
leopard print clothing
are not appropriate.
Then give her back the
items you feel are objec-
tionable so she can
donate them again. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My wife

and I are staying with my
in-laws while our house
undergoes renovations. It’s
day three now, and I heard
my father-in-law sneak
another woman into the
basement last night while
everyone was asleep. Do I
say something and risk get-
ting kicked out or starting a
family war? (He’s the sole
earner, and it’s his house.)
Or do I bite my tongue and
keep this information to
myself ? — SAW TOO
MUCH
DEAR SAW TOO

MUCH: Although you
may have heard it, you
didn’t actually see any-
thing. Chalk it up to hav-
ing had a nightmare and
remain silent, at least
until you are out from
under your in-laws’ roof.

Dear
Abby

Eta Chi Chapter of  Sigma Phi
Gamma International Sorority met
May 6 for a business meeting at
Mount Tabor Hall in Dunkirk. Pres-
ident Marsha Eglin opened the
meeting with the pledge. The secre-
tary read the minutes of  the April
meeting that were approved. Shari
Van Nueland gave the treasurer’s
report.

Marsha Eglan announced Alpha
chapter of  Hartford City will host
the Alpha Province for 2026 that will
be held in Muncie from March 20 to

22. She also announced the Alpha
Province picnic will be held August
16 at noon at the Sigma Phi Gamma
Park in Hartford City. Eta Chi chap-
ter will be hostesses next year.

Sechler pickle orders were passed
out and will need to be turned in at
the social meeting May 20.

There was not any new business.
Eti Chi will send $50 to Dunkirk
Public Library for the reading pro-
gram, Dunkirk Fireworks Commit-
tee, and Dunkirk City Pool for pool
night, if  request are received dur-

ing our summer break of  June and
July.

Shari Van Nueland announced
our chapter donated $142 to Smash
Cancer program sponsored by Delta
High School.Rose Morgan won the
50/50 drawing.

Those attending were Shari Van
Nueland, Marsha Eglan, Julie Ter-
rell, Kris Cook, Connie Retter, Julie
Adkins, Renee Blumenhorst, Rose
Morgan, Marlene Clevenger, Kath-
leen Inman and Stephanie Faulkn-
er.

Sorority news

Photo provided

Elementary traits
Students were recently selected from each classroom at East Elementary School for

exhibiting all six character counts traits — responsibility, caring, respect, trustworthiness,
citizenship and fairness — all school year. Pictured above are kindergartners (front row) Otto
Huelskamp, Piper Eley, Zoey Williams and Maddox Dull, and (back row) Charlotte Huntsman, Mya
Kahlig, Laikynn Derrickson and Kenna Penrod. 

Fashion finds
don’t pass code
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By MICHAEL J. HICKS
Three months ago, I released

an economic forecast that I called
“the best for Indiana in the 17
years I’ve been doing forecasts.”
Sadly, I am revising it to what
appears to be the worst forecast
of  the past 17 years — and maybe
the worst postwar economic
shock to our state.

I said in January the U.S.
achieved a soft landing — purg-
ing inflation from the economy
without a big loss of  employ-
ment. My forecast was for growth
nationwide to range from 2.3% to
2.5% for 2025, while inflation
would drop to the Fed’s target
level of  under 2.5%.

I also predicted Indiana would
do well, with growth in the 2.1%
to 2.2% range and employment
growing by 37,000 jobs this year.
That is a darned good forecast
given the Fed’s tightening of
interest rates in 2022 through
2024.

Sadly, that will not come to
pass. My new forecast, completed
in late April, predicts a national
recession began as early as
March. The sole cause is the
extraordinary and volatile tariffs
imposed by President Trump as
part of  his emergency declara-
tion.

My new forecast, based on a
large structural forecasting
model, had the U.S. economy
stalling in the first quarter, with
growth somewhere between 0%
and 0.3%.

Astute readers will know that
this forecast is already too opti-
mistic. In the days since I did my

forecast, new data has become
available, showing the U.S. econo-
my shrank by 0.3% in the first
three months of  2025. That is an
inauspicious start, suggesting it
will be worse than I predicted.

I estimated that the U.S. econo-
my would shrink in each of  the
next three quarters, and that Indi-
ana’s economy would follow. By
the last three months of  2025, I
predicted growth to drop by 4.1%,
ending the year with an economy
that shrank by just over 2%, and
cost the state 55,000 jobs.

That’s a pretty tough recession,
but again, it is already proving to
be too optimistic. The anecdotal
evidence is pointing to a much
more rapid, and deeper, down-
turn than a forecast that relies
upon weeks-old or months-old
data would suggest.

For example, since January
20th, when Trump announced his
trade war, help wanted advertise-
ments in Indiana are down by
more than 25%. For factory and
logistics jobs in our state, help
wanted ads are down 35%.

This decline looks like the
labor markets for tourism venues
in late March through May of
2020 — the height of  COVID-19.
This alone suggests the U.S. is on

the precipice of  a broad and deep
economic downturn.

The shock will be far different
than most downturns — reminis-
cent more of  the early days of  the
pandemic than anything else.
Over the longer term, this will
most resemble the 2008-09 down-
turn. This is how I think it will
play out.

The last non-tariffed products
have hit U.S. ports. Arrivals now
cost anywhere from 20% to 155%
more. Part of  this is due to tariffs,
and part of  this is due to the
weakening value of  the dollar. At
the high end of  this cost range,
domestic buyers have ceased to
buy imports.

The immediate effect will be to
raise prices. The Yale Budget Lab
estimates the short-term cost of
tariffs at roughly $4,600 for the
average family or about 5.7% of
the average Hoosier household.
The short term is years, not
months.

Importantly, the tariff  burden
is disproportionately borne by
younger and poorer households.
They will be unable to buy homes
and are more likely to lose jobs. It
isn’t fair, but that is the way of
the world.

However, most of  the damage
will come to us on the production
side, not the consumer side. Most
imported goods into the U.S. are
intermediate goods used in man-
ufacturing. This leads to real eco-
nomic damage.

An American-made car has
maybe 30,000 parts, of  which
10,000-15,000 are imported. Each
imported part could be assembled

from parts sourced across dozens
of  countries. This is one of  the
great marvels of  a modern econo-
my. But, if  you take one or two of
these parts out of  production, the
car cannot be finished. That was
the supply chain problem that led
to inflation spiking in 2021.

Auto firms will pay the tariffs
— now ranging from 10% to 145%
— on about one-third of  parts.
That’ll add maybe 15% to the cost
of  a new car. Sales of  new cars
will drop 5%-10%, which is a
recession nationwide and a catas-
trophe in the Midwest. By July,
auto assembly in the U.S. will con-
tract, partially due to supply dis-
ruptions and partially due to
lower demand. This will be like
the summer of  2008 for the Amer-
ican auto industry.

There’s also a long-term com-
ponent to consider. Anyone trad-
ing with U.S. firms will be recon-
sidering supply chains. So, a free
trade structure built over 80 years
— of  which we are the biggest
beneficiaries — is now unwind-
ing. This shock to our economy
could be long-lasting, potentially
permanent.

Our trading partners will suf-
fer as well. But, remember, each
of  them is in a trade war with one
country; we are in a trade war
with 189 of  193 countries.

The retaliation from 2018
caused the U.S. to become a net
importer of  food for the first time
in maybe 350 years. The next
round of  retaliation will be crip-
pling.

Congress gave John F. Kennedy
this tariff  authority during the

height of  the Cold War. Until
2018, it has been used sparingly.
Congress will remove this
authority (section 232 of  the
Trade Act of  1962). The only
question is when it will find the
courage. My guess is after the
next election.

Trump might fold after a bad
jobs report or two, but he has
become erratic and bizarre in a
way that cannot be wholly
undone.

Americans have two more dis-
advantages in what will be a glob-
al downturn. First, we have no
real fiscal capacity to stimulate
the economy — and that doesn’t
work on a supply chain issue.
Second, the Federal Reserve will
not cut interest rates as long as
prices are rising — and prices
will rise for months.

What should have been a sum-
mer of  solid growth will instead
see the U.S. economy moving into
a deep recession. No one should
be surprised by this. Project 2025
made clear that Trump would
start a trade war. This trade war
is inexplicably stupid, malevo-
lent and will be deeply damaging
to both the short- and long-run
economic prospects of  the U.S.

The one thing it is not is unex-
pected.

••••••••••
Hicks is the director of  the Cen-

ter for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball distinguished profes-
sor of  economics in the Miller Col-
lege of  Business at Ball State Uni-
versity. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.

President’s tariff recession is here
Michael
J. Hicks

By JIM HIGHTOWER
OtherWords

The federal budget is not
only about money, but funda-
mentally about our country’s
morality — our commitment to
fairness, equality, and unity.

Which brings me to, of  all
things, our nation’s Farm Bill.
This sprawling piece of  legis-
lation, updated every five
years, is intended to combine
the interests of  farmers with
consumers, production with
conservation, grassroots cul-
tures with corporate systems,
etc.

It’s not easy. In fact, down-
right messy.

But now, with plutocratic
ideologues and culture war-
riors dominating their caucus,
Republican lawmakers have
not even been able to produce

an agreement among them-
selves, so the comprehensive
farm bill America needs is a
year overdue and no longer
being pursued by the party in
charge. 

Instead, the GOP’s Agricul-
ture Committee chairman,
Rep. Glenn Thompson, is jerry-
rigging a stripped-down sham
of  a bill limited to the two
spending priorities of  MAGA
Republicans:

First, hand out many bil-
lions more of  our taxpayers’
dollars to subsidize agribusi-
ness giants and rich specula-

tors who own the biggest
farms.

Second, whack America’s
poorest families. Thompson is
banking on extremist Republi-
cans to oppose the Ag Depart-
ment’s hunger programs, like
the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP).
Those programs help 40 mil-
lion poverty-stricken Ameri-
cans (including 1 in 5 children)
afford the groceries they need.

So, there we have the GOP’s
farm bill ethics — cut the poor
to give more to the rich in
order to buy votes for more of

the same. The word for this is
“corrupt.” Also, “cruel.”

Indeed, it takes an exception-
al level of  political shameless-
ness to steal food from the hun-
gry in order to fatten some of
the richest people in our coun-
try. To fight their depravity, go
to ruralorganizing.org.

••••••••••
Hightower is a former Texas

Agriculture Commissioner and
a radio commentator, writer
and public speaker.

OtherWords is a free editorial
service published by the Insti-
tute for Policy Studies.

Should bill serve need or greed?
Jim

Hightower
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(260) 726-9345
115 E. Main St.

Portland, IN

www.portins.com

Baird-Freeman 
Funeral Home

� e Teeter Family

221 N. Meridian St
Portland, IN 47371
(260) 726-7171

Great Food,
No Bull!

1204 W. Votaw  Portland

(260) 726-9647

Used Auto and 
Truck Parts

1127 S. Detroit Ave.
Portland, IN 47371

(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautopartsinc.com

All inventory online
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(260) 726-6263
1100 N. Meridian St.   

Portland, IN

Portland True Value

Behind every project is a

Shop Local
Save Time • Save Money

Williamson,
Spencer & Penrod
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Todd & Rob Penrod

“Serving As We 
Would Be Served”

From 2 Convenient Locations
PORTLAND (260) 726-7111
PENNVILLE (260) 731-8811

Complete Septic 
Systems

Backhoe • Dozer 
Hauling • Trenching 

Drain Cleaning
3042 West 400 North,

Portland
p 260.726.2230
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MAY
FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC

LIFE • HEALTH
INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
MEDICARE 

SUPPLEMENTS
ANNUITIES

JEFF  HALL
your hometown agent

for over 30 years
(260) 729-5200

jeff@mayfg.com

111 W. Main Street• Portland, IN

Classique
Beauty Salon

Candi Hatzell 206 S. Main St.
Dunkirk, IN

(765) 768-7375

Rose Morgan,
CPA

Income Tax Preparation

Accounting/Bookeeping

Payroll & Payroll Taxes

202 South Main Street
Dunkirk, IN 47336
Ph. 765-768-6716

8
8

8

Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.

All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist

204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m., 11

a.m.
asburyministries.org

Bellefountain
United Methodist

440 S. 600 East 
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist

301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@

inumc.org

Christ Chapel
2535 Wabash Road, Fort

Recovery
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)

8472 S. 800 East, Union
City

Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy

797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland

Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the
Brethren

Floral and Chicago
avenues, Portland

Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.
Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville

190 W. Main St., Pennville
David Davidson
(260) 202-9718
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St.,

Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County

2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Mark Acree
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcenter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 

341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key

Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and

6 p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15

a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St.,
Fort Recovery

(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Kids vision and teen

ministries: 6 p.m. Wendes-
day

frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St.,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Carol McKay
(304) 617-0101
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 

468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk

Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist

100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren

Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist

435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67,

Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30

p.m. Saturday 

Hopewell of
Life Ministries

County road 200 South,
2 miles east of  Indiana 1

Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land

Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
(260) 726-7055
Services: 5:30 p.m. Sat-

urday, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East,

Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Sat-

urday, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church

216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk

Scott McClain
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist

County roads 600 East
and 200 North

Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine

4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship

1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist

5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist

829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Bible class: 9:15 a.m.
Services: 10:20 a.m.
Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday
portlandcoc.com

Portland First
Church of Nazarene

920 S. Shank St., Port-
land

Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of  Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian

Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist

122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 

801 W. High St.
Fred Stevens
(765) 369-2676
redkeynaz.org
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ

3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries

228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land

Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
3984 N. 550 West, Portland
Pastor Mike Heckman
(615) 517-1017
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Bible study: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester

4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity ArchBridge
Church

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

Dan Vore
(260) 726-8391
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Services: 10:15 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Interim Pastor Chris

Kruchkow
(260) 849-0687
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ

204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land

Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof -

christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Robin Owen
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@g

mail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.
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By EMILY MATCHAR
Purdue Ag News

Farmers have been improv-
ing the genetics of  their ani-
mals for thousands of  years
through selective breeding.
Wild boars were bred until they
lost their tusks and gained fat-
tier meat. Breeding cattle were
chosen for favorable traits like
muscularity or high milk pro-
duction.

At the same time, advances
in genomics and biotechnology
have allowed scientists to make
precise changes to animal
DNA, creating genetic modifi-
cations that can be inherited.

A new report from
the National Academies of  Sci-
ences, Engineering and Medi-
cine looks at these new tech-
nologies, evaluates potential
risks and makes recommenda-
tions for the future. The report,
“Heritable Genetic Modifica-
tion in Food Animals,” was
written by a committee of
experts, including William
Muir, professor emeritus of
animal sciences at Purdue Uni-
versity.

“It’s a potential game chang-
er,” Muir said of  the new gen-
eration of  technology.

Technologies that transfer
DNA from one animal to anoth-
er (transgenics) have been used
for several decades, but the
debut of  CRISPR in 2012
brought the science to a new
level. CRISPR (clustered regu-
larly interspaced short palin-
dromic repeats) is a tool that
allows researchers to make pre-
cise changes to DNA. These
changes can be “knock-ins” —
additions of  new alleles for
favorable traits — or “knock-
outs,” the removal of  undesir-
able alleles. When changes are
made to an animal’s germ line,
or the cells that develop into
sperm and eggs, they are called
heritable genetic modifications
(HGMs).

“The main advance in recent
technology is that, with classic
transgenics, the genes were
inserted at random — we had
no control over where they
went, so they could have
unknown consequences,” Muir
said. “Now, with CRISPR, we
can insert new genes in areas
exactly where we want them.”

Though CRISPR-modified
plants are now ubiquitous in
American agriculture, the
introduction of  similarly modi-
fied animals has been slowed
by a complex regulatory
process. Only a few genetically
modified animals have been
FDA approved for human con-

sumption. One is AquAdvan-
tage salmon, an Atlantic
salmon engineered to grow
much more quickly. The
salmon was approved for sale
by the FDA in 2015, after years
of  testing. But its journey to
market was hardly smooth —
dubbed “frankenfish” by oppo-
nents, it was subject to manda-
tory GMO labeling. Though the
controversy eventually died
down, it likely slowed compa-
nies’ eagerness to pursue simi-
lar innovations, Muir said.

The only CRISPR-edited ani-
mal approved for consumption
is a type of  beef  cattle edited to
have short hair, which makes
them more heat tolerant. The
edited cattle were FDA
approved in 2022.

A second CRISPR-modified
animal, the GalSafe pig, is close
to approval. The CRISPR-modi-
fied pig doesn’t produce alpha-
galactosides, sugar molecules
that can cause allergic reac-
tions in people with alpha-gal
syndrome, an acquired meat
allergy usually caused by a tick
bite. The GalSafe pig originally
was bred with the hopes of  one
day providing organs and tis-
sues for transplantation, since
alpha-gal sugars may be a cause
of  organ rejection.

The benefits of  HGMs are not
limited to producers and con-
sumers, Muir said. Modifica-
tions can also benefit animals.
Muir gives the example of  lay-
ing chickens — because only
females lay eggs, male chicks
are culled after birth. The
alternative is either raising the
male chicks for meat or using
technology to determine sex
while the chicks are still
embryos in the egg (in-ovo sex-
ing). Current in-ovo sexing
technologies involve either
making a small hole in the egg
and testing the fluid or scan-
ning the egg for feather color,
which only works in chicken
breeds where males and
females are different colors.

Gene editing could offer a
more efficient solution. Chick-
ens have been modified so that
male embryos produce a color
marker that can be seen
through the eggshell (awaiting
approval).

“We can pass eggs under a
high-speed scanning optical
microscope to see if  an egg has
that color spot, and if  it does,
we know, OK, it’s male, and we
can cull it,” Muir said.

Animals could also be modi-
fied to be resistant to diseases,
Muir said, which would benefit

animals and humans alike.
Pigs edited to resist porcine
reproductive and respiratory
syndrome (PRRS) are already
approved in Brazil and Colom-
bia, and researchers hope they
will secure FDA approval for
their use in the U.S. this year.
PRRS currently costs produc-
ers more than half  a billion
dollars per year, killing nurs-
ing piglets and causing repro-
ductive failure in adult
females.

The anti-PRRS gene editing
is “a tremendous benefit for the
swine industry and has no risk
to humans,” Muir said.

Likewise, chickens could
potentially be made resistant
to avian influenza, which has
cost producers billions of  dol-
lars and created fears of  a pos-
sible human pandemic.

“We really want to get birds
that have innate resistance so
we can get ahead of  the dis-
ease,” Muir said. “Disease
resistance is one of  the great
opportunities of  this technolo-
gy.”

A more streamlined FDA
approval process is needed to
secure these advances, Muir
said. In the current environ-
ment, the expense and time
needed for approval scares off

investors, meaning many
potentially beneficial products
don’t make it out of  the lab.

“There needs to be a quicker
way of  getting these into the
market,” Muir said.

To this end, one of  the
report’s recommendations was
for HGM products to be evalu-
ated based on how the prod-
uct’s phenotype — its observ-
able characteristics — compare
to existing food products that
are known to be safe.

Other recommendations
included creating a process to
evaluate outcomes of  FDA
applications, supporting dis-
cussions with animal welfare
stakeholders and investing in
more research to evaluate
nutritional composition of
HGM foods. 

Muir also hopes the report
will help consumers under-
stand how carefully and rigor-
ously HGM products are tested
for safety.

“We want people to know this
is a safe technology,” he said.
“We have many, many layers of
often-redundant safety meas-
ures, so the public should feel
very confident that when these
edited animals are commercial-
ized, they’ve been very well-
vetted.”

Modifications can be a boon
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Advances in biotechnology are a ‘potential game changer’

Purdue Agricultural Communications

“Heritable Genetic Modification in Food Animals,” a new report from the National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering and Medicine, was written by a committee of experts, including William Muir, professor emeritus of animal
sciences at Purdue University. It refers to advances in genomics and biotechnology as a “potential game changer.”



CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located 620 N Pierce
Street, Portland IN
Saturday Morning
MAY 24, 2025 
9:30 A.M. 

REAL ESTATE
3 Bedroom manufac-

tured home with approxi-
mately 1400 square feet
of living area sitting on
concrete crawl space.
This 1994 home fea-
tures 2 full bathrooms,
gas forced air furnace,
central air, metal roof,
and attached carport
with approximately 736
square feet.  This home
is situated on a 136í x
173í corner lot which is
equivalent to 3 city lots.
Property also has 2 out-
door storage sheds.

This home is located at
the east end of Portland
near the Jay County
Fairgrounds which

allows you to live in the
city limits while enjoying

the rural sitting.   
For more information or
private showing contact
GARY LOY, AUCTION-
EER at (260) 726-5160
or KIM LOY, REAL
ESTATE BROKER at
(260) 729-2213.
ELDON MILLER
By Ron Miller POA

And 
ROWENA MILLER,

DECEASED
Loy Auction 

AC#31600027 
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

The Commercial Review
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THE 
CLASSFIEDS
Find it, 
Buy It, 
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141 

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
Employee Benefits 
• Dental • Vision

• Medicare
Supplements •

Annuities
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall at the Jay
County Fairgrounds, 806
W Votaw St., Portland,

IN 
MAY 17th, 2025
9:30 A. M.

ANTIQUES -  OLD &
COLLECTORS ITEMS
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
Oak wardrobe; Radio
Flyer wagon;  John
Deere 3 speed bicycle;
John Deere wrench
sets; JD, Case & Oliver
steering wheel centers;
JD wrenches;  hump
back trunk; flat top trunk;
#20 cast iron pot belly
stove;  Marlin 22 semi-
automatic rifle; ammo;
1940ís Coke tray;  Stan-
ley scraper plane; Stan-
ley Bailey smooth plane;
Indiana Band ribbons
and awards; marbles;
ice cream freezer;  trac-
tor plates; cleaning sup-
plies; and many other
items not listed.

TOY TRACTORS-JOHN
DEERE COL-
LECTIBLES

JD 1953 Model D trac-
tor; JD Model R tractor;
JD 5020 tractor; JD mini
tractor; Case IH
McCormick Deering
tractor; White Row Crop
tractor; Fairbanks Morse
Battery Ignition unit; JD
Model A 1934 tractor;
Minneapolis Moline UTS
tractor;  JD 1/24 scale
race car; JD thermome-
ter; JD trays;  JD goat
wagon; large amount of
JD manuals, literature,
and books; JD jewelry;
JD comforter; JD lamp;
JD ornaments; JD
lighters; JD banks; JD
belt buckles;  and many

other items not listed
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  
Please note that we will
be running 2 rings a por-
tion of the day.  Doors
will open at 8:00 a.m.
day of auction for pre-

view.
PAUL & JOAN KLIN-
GEL, DECEASED And
STACHLER FAMILY
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday JUNE 14th,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 
LOCATED: 1207 N SR
167 DUNKIRK,  IN
REAL ESTATE
Real Estate sells at
10:00 AM. 

2 bedroom home with
Central Air, 30íx40í
attached garage,
24íx32í Quonset build-
ing. Nicely situated on 2

acres. 
Open House: Sunday

June 1st 
1-3 PM or for private
showing phone auction-

eers. 
RIDING MOWERS
ANTIQUES - HOUSE-

HOLD 
Troybilt Riding Mower
w/ 42î Deck. Troybilt and
Murray Mowers for
parts. Iron Bed. Steamer
Trunk. Hen on Nest and
other collectible Glass-
ware. Roll-top Desk.
Bird Cages. Elvis Pic-
ture. Fishing Poles and
Supplies. Generator.
Shop Mate. Large

Chicken Feeder. Several
Items Not Mentioned. 
OWNER:  Mary L Shory
Estate by Crystal R
Suman and Michael
Dahlestrom

Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY JUNE 7TH,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 127 Rayburn
Dr, Portland IN.
REAL ESTATE
Real Estate sells at
10:00 AM. 

3 bedroom, 1.5 bath
brick ranch style home
containing 1,328 sq ft
finished living area. Cen-
tral Air, Sun room, 2 car
attached garage.

Detached garage/ shop
building. Home has
been well maintained. 
Open House:

Sunday May 25th from
1-3 PM or for private
showing phone Auction-

eers. 
VEHICLE-FURNITURE-

SHOP
2003 Chevrolet Venture
Minivan. Cast Iron Bull-

dog. 
Grandfather Clock. 8
Track Stereo/ Record
Player. Glider Rocker w/
Ottoman. 3 Cushion
Sofa. Rocker Recliner.
Metal Patio Set. Bird

Bath. Lawn Cart. Crafts-
man 10î Table Saw.
Craftsman Router w/
Stand. Craftsman Scroll
Saw. Craftsman

Grinder/Sander. Shop,
Hand, and Lawn and
Garden Tools.

OWNER: Rose Fennig
Estate, 

by Dale W Fennig
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
Friday May 16th, 2025
TIME  5:00 P.M. 
LOCATED: 225 E

WATER ST, PORTLAND
IN

VEHICLES-SHOP-
APPLIANCES-MISC
2011 Ford F350 4x4 with
utility bed. 2008 Ford
E350 15 Passenger
Van. 2007 Chevrolet
3500 Box Truck w/ lift
gate. Simplicity Citation
0 Turn Mower w/ 52î cut,
623 hours.  . Dewalt
Table Saw. Delta Indus-
trial Table Saw. Delta
Sander. . Paint Shaker.
Sun Generator Alterna-
tor Tester. Hot and Cold
Tables. Ice Maker. Coca
Cola Cooler. Coca Cola
Upright Cooler. (15)
Folding Lunch Tables..
Balance Beam. Gym-
nastic Vault. Uneven
Bars. Desks, Chairs, Fil-
ing Cabinets. 

Large Auction. Several
Items Not Mentioned
OWNER: Jay School
Corporation 

Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday May 24th,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED:  606 S West-
ern Ave, PORTLAND IN
REAL ESTATE
Real Estate sells at
10:00 AM. 

3 bedroom, 2 bath
Ranch style home con-
taining 1,456 sq ft fin-
ished living area. Home
has central air, newer
roof, 1 car attached
garage, 12x20 ft utility
shed/shop. Home is in
move-in condition. 
Open House: Sunday
May 11th 1-3 PM, or for
private showing phone
auctioneers.

VEHICLES-JEWELRY-
ANTIQUES-SHOP 
2007 Kia Rondo EX V6
w/ 196,000 miles. Rem-
ington Score Master 511
22 cal Bolt. 1932 Bryant
Owls Gold 14k Class
Ring. JayCees 10k Gold
Ring. 1972 JayCees
Gold Pins. Scottish Rite
10k Gold Ring w/ Dia-
mond.  Lions Club Silver
Necklace. Shriner,
Masonic, and Scottish

Rite Memorabilia.
Howdy Duty Puppet.
22K Gold Overlay Dish-
ware. Stained Glass and
other Tiffany Style
Lamps. Mantel Clocks. .
Hummels Coat Rack.
Miniatures and Fig-
urines. . Portable Air
Compressor. Bench
Model Drill Press. Wood
Clamps. Wood Lathe
Knives. Poulan Chain-
saw. Battery Powered
Weed Eater. Large Lot
of: Shop, Hand, and
Lawn and Garden Tools. 
OWNER: Richard B

Frank
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage.

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE
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thecr.com

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY — The
Tribe had an awfully slow start
with the sticks in the first game
of  the postseason.

A strong showing by Jenna
Homan in the circle before they
broke through in the fourth.

Right as the ball got rolling for
the Indians, thunder threatened
to ruin their night with a 30-
minute delay that got extended
twice. Even worse than the
delays was the potential post-
ponement after an outburst of
rain completely flooded the field.

While the Indians didn’t get to
celebrate the victory after
recording the third out of  the
seventh inning, there were still
plenty of  cheers to go around
when coach Carrie Schoen
brought back the good news to
the dugout that the game was
complete and the Indians will be
moving on.

Despite only getting through
the top of  the sixth inning, the
coaches of  the fifth-seeded Fort
Recovery High School softball
team and No. 8 seed Preble
Shawnee elected to conclude the
OHSAA Division VI Southwest 2
sectional final, rather than force
the Arrows to make the 1 hour,
15 minute, trip north for five
outs, giving the Tribe a 4-0 victo-
ry.

The win advances the Indians
to the district opener, which will
be held on May 20 at 5 p.m.,
against the winner of  second-
seeded Tri-County North and
No. 12 seed Troy Christian. (A
location for the game will be
determined after a majority of
the Southwest District field is
set.)

“It feels good to get that first
tournament win,” said Schoen.
“We got that first one done and
moved onto the next, which is
always great because every
game counts when it comes to
the tournament.”

See Rain page 9

Rain but no delay
Sectional final gets called complete after 5 ½ innings giving FR 4-0 win

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Alexis Grisez, the Fort Recovery High School softball team’s first baseman, tags out eighth-seeded Preble Shawnee’s
Lily Jones halfway up the baseline during the OHSAA Division VI Southwest 2 sectional final on Tuesday. Grisez delivered a
two-RBI single in the fourth inning open the scoring and helped lift the No. 5 seed Indians to a 4-0 victory.

PONETO — The Patri-
ots had an ugly first
inning, but picked things
up behind the bat of
Drew Schemenaur to
defeat the Raiders before
the rain came in.

Jay County High
School’s baseball team
overcame a 3-0 first-
inning deficit on Tuesday
to beat the Southern
Wells Raiders 10-4.

Aiden Phillips had a
rough start for Jay Coun-
ty (8-10, 3-2 Allen County

Athletic Conference) as
he gave up three walks, a
double and two singles to
put the Patriots behind 3-
0. His offense helped him
out in the top of  the sec-
ond as the first three bat-

ters reached base before
Drew Schemenaur’s dou-
ble tied the game. JCHS
took the lead later in the
frame when Hunter
Collins scored on a
passed ball.

Phillips gave up one
more unearned run in
the second frame, but a
sacrifice fly by Scheme-
naur gave the Patriots
the lead and Phillips the
win in four innings of
work.

Schemenaur drove in

two more runs in the fifth
inning with a double. His
final line included two
hits, one run scored and
six RBIs. Between Mon-
day’s win over Muncie
Central and the defeat of
Southern Wells (8-8, 0-5
ACAC), Schemenaur col-
lected four hits and 11
RBIs.

Two big bats
PONETO — Jaelynn

Lykins and Hallie
Schweiterman both

drove in five runs to lift
the Jay County softball
team past the Southern
Wells Raiders 18-1 on
Tuesday.

Lykins smacked three
hits to drive in her runs,
including a single in the
first inning, a two-run
home run in the fourth
and a two-RBI double in
the fifth. Schwieterman
drove in two runs on a
first-inning single, a two-
RBI blast in the second
and a double in the third.

Mallory Winner also
drove in three runs.

Freshman Brenna
Ruble led the Patriots (15-
2, 3-2 ACAC) in hits and
runs scored with four
apiece. She had two dou-
bles in the game.

Carley Trinidad earned
the win after only allow-
ing Southern Wells (2-17,
0-5 ACAC) to score a sin-
gle run on five hits and
two walks. Trinidad
struck out eight batters
as well.

Schemenaur continues hot streak with bat
Local
roundup
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today
Jay County — Boys golf vs. South Adams –

4:30 p.m.; Baseball vs. Heritage – 6 p.m.; Soft-
ball vs. Heritage – 6 p.m.; JV baseball at Her-
itage – 6 p.m.; JV softball at Heritage – 6 p.m.;
Junior high golf at Southern Wells – 4:30 p.m.;
Junior high baseball at McCulloch – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball at Wapakoneta –
5:30 p.m.; Softball at Ansonia – 5 p.m.; Middle
school track MAC meet at home – 4:30 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Girls tennis at Richmond – 5

p.m.; Junior high track ACAC meet at Bluffton – 5

p.m.
Fort Recovery — Track MAC meet finals at

Coldwater – 4:30 p.m.

TV sports
Today

12 p.m. — PGA Championship (ESPN)
12:40 p.m. — MLB: Chicago White Sox at

Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indiana)
4 p.m. — IndyCar: Indy 500 (FS1)
7 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Carolina Hurricanes at

Washington Capitals (TNT)
8:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Oklahoma City

Thunder at Denver Nuggets (ESPN)

9:30 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Dallas Stars at
Winnipeg Jets (TNT)

Friday
7:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Emilia Romagna

Grand Prix (ESPN2)
12 p.m. — PGA Championship (ESPN)
2 p.m. — College softball NCAA Tournament:

Michigan vs. UCF (ESPN2)
2:30 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Aston

Villa at Tottenham Hotspur (USA)
4 p.m. — College softball NCAA Tournament:

Indiana at Oklahoma City (ESPN2)
4 p.m. — IndyCar: Indy 500 (FS1)
6 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: NASCAR All-

Star Open (FS1)
6 p.m. — USL League One soccer: Lexington

at Fort Lauderdale United (FOX)
6:40 p.m. — MLB: Cleveland Guardians at

Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indiana)
7 p.m. — USL Championship soccer: North

Carolina FC at Oakland Roots (FOX)
8 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Boston Celtics at New

York Knicks (ESPN)
8 p.m. — College softball NCAA Tournament:

Washington at Mississippi State (ESPN2)
8 p.m. — UFL: Memphis Showboats at San

Antonio Brahmas (FOX)
10 p.m. — College softball NCAA Tournament:

San Diego State at Arizona State (ESPN2)

Local notes
Registration open

Registration for the 35th annual Flat 50
Plus bicycle ride in Adams County is now
open. To register, visit RunSignUp.com.

There are rides ranging from 20 to 100
miles long.

The event will be held at 7 a.m. Saturday,
June 21. It will start at Bellmont High School
and will have stops in Willshire, Geneva and
Monroe with refreshments.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap,”

email details to sports@thecr.com.

ST. MARYS, Ohio — The
Tribe couldn’t put the
Roughriders away in regula-
tion.

Neither team could break
through in the first free
inning, but three runs in the
top of  the ninth lifted the Indi-
ans to victory.

Caden Homan and Gavin
Evers came through for the
Fort Recovery High School
baseball team on Tuesday to
beat the Memorial Roughrid-
ers 8-6 in nine innings.

The Indians (14-6) put up two
runs in the first and second
innings and tacked on a fifth in
the sixth inning. Memorial (12-
7) matched FRHS with a pair
of  runs in the third and fourth
and a final in the sixth frame
to force extra innings.

The Tribe loaded the bases
with only one out as Caden
Grisez hit a single, Alex
Gaerke reached on an error
and Brodie Hart drew a walk in
the ninth inning.

Homan followed with a
ground ball to third base that
resulted in a fielder’s choice
with all four Indians safe to
take a 6-5 lead. Three pitches
later, Evers roped a line drive
to right field to score Gaerke
and Hart.

In the bottom of  the ninth,

MHS loaded the bases on
Grisez with an error, a single
and a walk while only suffer-
ing one out. Homan took over
for Grisez on the mound and
struck out the next batter to
bring the Roughriders to their
final out. While they managed
to score on a passed ball,
Homan induced a fly out to end
the game and earn the save.

Grisez earned the win after
throwing 2 ⅔ innings, giving
up one earned run on one hit
and three walks.

Rain delayed
COLDWATER, Ohio — The

Fort Recovery track competed at
the Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence Championship prelims on
Tuesday before it got postponed
partway through due to weather.

Six events and two prelims
were completed before the
meet was cancelled. The meet
will resume on Friday where it
left off  before starting the
finals.

After the abbreviated prelim-
inary meet, the Fort Recovery
girls are tied with St. John’s
for eighth place with four
points scored, while Versailles
leads the pack with 23. The
Tribe boys didn’t score any
points while Minster leads the
pack with 22.5.

Karlie Niekamp netted the
Indians’ only points thus far.
She finished fifth in the shot
put with a distance of  31 feet,
11 inches. Brynn Egbert of
New Knoxville won the event
with a throw of  35 feet flat.

After the prelims, Madison

Heitkamp is primed to score
some more points for FRHS in
the 100-meter hurdles. The jun-
ior finished seventh with a qual-
ifying time of  17.55 seconds.

Another pair of  Indians fell
short of  making the finals in
their respective field events.

Carson Fullenkamp placed
11th in the discus — the top
nine qualified for the finals —
with a mark of  118 feet, 4 inch-
es. The last spot in the finals
went to New Bremen’s Parker
Ashman with a 123 feet, 1 inch
toss.

Freshman Alivia Brunswick
placed 13th in the MAC in the
girls long jump with a distance
of  14 feet, 6 ½ inches. She fell
10 ½ inches short of  the ninth
place, which went to St.
Henry’s Emma Snyder.

Homan, Evers lift Indians past Memorial
Local
roundup

Continued from page 8
The Indians (14-9) didn’t

have their best start as
PSHS pitcher Mattie Col-
burn retired the first six
batters without a ton of
trouble. They finally got a
runner in the third inning
as shortstop Adalynn
Campbell let a ball through
the infield, but the Indians
couldn’t find a way to score.

“We’ve been such a slow
start lately, from an offen-
sive standpoint,” Schoen
said. “Overall, if  you look
at our stats, our kids are
very sound offensively
through our order for the
most part. … We were
struggling with that inside
pitch, so she was jamming
us inside. She would mix in
some change ups here and
there so it was kind of  get-
ting us.”

The Tribe finally figured
things out in the fourth
inning.

Ava Grisez led off  the
inning with the team’s first
hit, pushing a ball back up
the middle. Two pitches
later, Homan sent a ball to
deep left field out of  Layla
Roberts’ range for a double.
In the third at bat, Ella
Schoen nearly drove in the
first run of  the game, but
Homan was called for inter-
ference as Campbell
attempted to field the ball,
resulting in Ava Grisez get-
ting pulled back to third
base.

Ella Schoen stole second
base on the first pitch of
Alexis Grisez’s at bat to get
two runners back in scor-
ing position. The sopho-
more first baseman
watched a second ball come

in before breaking the
scoreless tie with a two-RBI
single on a ground ball up
the middle.

“I was able to just hit a
solid grounder and just
drive them in,” Alexis
Grisez said. “I was hoping
to just not get out honestly
and get some ground. … It
was really nice to get that
breather there and know
we had some room to work
with.”

Fort Recovery plated two

more runs in the fifth
inning. Emma Will and Ava
Grisez hit back-to-back
doubles to score the first
run. Homan immediately
followed up with a single to
left field that pushed the
second across.

Along with driving in a
run, Homan played a major
role on the rubber for the
Tribe. The FRHS junior
pitched all six innings with-
out giving up a run to Pre-
ble Shawnee (6-14). She

issued one walk in the fifth
inning that didn’t end up
biting her and surrendered
one hit on a singing bunt by
Roberts that found no-
man’s land between the cir-
cle and third base. Fort
Recovery’s all-time leader
in strikeouts – she overtook
her sister, Jackie Homan’s
record on Saturday in the
Covington Classic – sent 11
Arrows back to the bench
without getting a bat on the
ball.

“I just have to remember
that this could possibly be
the senior’s last game,”
Homan said. “I’m using
that to build the momen-
tum to pitch as hard as I
possibly can and work hard
for it.”

The Indians’ defense
backed Homan up as the
seven times the ball was
put in play and an out was
possible they delivered.
Homan had one ball hit
back to herself  that she
threw out with ease and
Ella Schoen fielded a pair at
third base including a bunt.
A pair of  balls got sent the
way of  Layla Armstrong at
second base four two outs
and Alexis Grisez had to
field two balls and tag the
batters out as they made
their way up the line.

The game got delayed
with one out and a runner
on first base in the bottom
half  of  the sixth inning
due to the sound of  thun-
der in the area. Thunder
sounded twice more,
restarting the 30-minute
delay before it started to
downpour, flooding the
field.

In a meeting with the
umpires, Schoen and PSHS
coach Abbie Lynch needed
to decide continue the
game later or call it com-
plete. They settled on the
latter.

“Knowing we’ve had
slow starts recently, mak-
ing sure that this game was
a complete game was pretty
important to me in honest-
ly when we had that coach-
es meeting with the
umpires,” Schoen said.
“The ball was in our court

in that point in time. We
were on offense, with one
out and a runner on ... and
we just needed three outs.
My hope was that she was-
n’t going to want to contin-
ue to play this, because if
they come back tomorrow
and we had that possible
slow start again, it may
have looked different.”

Rain ...
Box score

No. 8 Preble Shawnee Arrows
vs. No. 5 Fort Recovery Indians

OHSAA Division VI 
Southwest 2 Sectional final

Preble Shawnee (6-14)
ab r h bi

LRoberts lf 3 0 1 0
Sheard dh 3 0 0 0
Niehoff 2b 2 0 0 0
Colburn p 2 0 0 0
KRoberts c 1 0 0 0
Asher 3b 2 0 0 0
SJones rf 2 0 0 0
LJones 1b 2 0 0 0
Campbell ss 2 0 0 0
Totals 19 0 1 0

Fort Recovery (14-9)
ab r h bi

Will cf 3 1 1 0
AvGrisez ss 3 2 2 1
Homan p 3 0 2 1
Schoen 3b 3 1 0 0
AlGrisez 1b 3 0 1 2
Hietkamp rf 3 0 1 0
Post c 3 0 0 0

Klenke cr 0 0 0 0
Hart lf 1 0 0 0
Armstrong 2b 2 0 0 0
Totals 24 4 7 4

Preble Sha. 000 000 X — 0
Ft. Rec. 000 220 X — 4

LOB — Preble Shawnee 2, Fort
Recovery 4. 2B — Fort Recovery 3
(Will, AvGrisez, Homan). SB — Fort
Recovery 2 (Will, Schoen).

IP H R ER BB SO
Preble Shawnee
Colburn 5.1 6 4 4 0 2

Fort Recovery
Homan 6 1 0 0 1 11

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

FRHS junior pitcher Jenna Homan fields a short ground ball during the
Indians’ 4-0 victory over Preble Shawnee on Tuesday. Homan gave up only one
hit and one walk while striking out 11 batters to advance to the district opener.
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