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A variety of  events are
scheduled for today in Port-
land, including the Arch
Bridge Festival on Main Street
from 1 to 6 p.m. — it includes
an Arch Bridge Kroozers car
show — a veterans recognition
at 3 p.m. at Freedom Park and
the Portland Rockets’ season
opener at 5 p.m. at Runkle-
Miller Field.

Tuesday — Photos from
Fort Recovery High School’s
graduation ceremony.

Wednesday — Coverage of
next week’s Jay School Board
meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the JCHS girls track team in the
sectional meet.

In review Coming up

Kenneth Chandler, 75,
Portland

Victoria Runyon, 77, Fort
Lauderdale, Florida

Randy Smuts, 64, rural
Geneva

Details on page 2.

Deaths Weather
The high temperature hit 83

degrees Friday in Jay County.
The low was 66.

Expect mostly sunny skies
today with the high topping out
in the upper 60s and winds gust-
ing to 30 mph.

Sunday’s high will be in the
low 70s. 

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

County officials took
another step in the process
Thursday to establish the
new Pennville mobile home
park.

Jay County Board of  Zon-
ing Appeals OK’d a special
exception use request from
Darrick Plummer of  Pen-
nville Partners to allow
three parcels zoned as sin-
gle family residential to
join the project. The final
decision moves next to Jay
County Commissioners.

Plummer plans to con-
vert the lot west of  South
Street, just south of  Max
Drive, and the lot south of
Daisy Lane — it's located
next to the existing Free-
dom Village Mobile Home
Park — into more mobile
home park space. Jay Coun-
ty Board of  Zoning Appeals
OK’d Plummer’s request in
October to combine two
parcels — about 12 acres —
and create the mobile home
park. One of  the new
parcels added to the project
is located on the west side
of  county road 300 North,
north of  Daily Lane, and
the other two new parcels
are located on the north
side of  Max Drive.

Plummer plans to put in
50 lots for homes over the
course of  the next four to
five years.

The board originally
approved the request at its
April meeting. Pati
McLaughlin of  Jay/Port-
land Building and Planning
McLaughlin explained
Thursday the original legal
notice didn’t run in The
Commercial Review prior
to the April meeting,
requiring the zoning board
to re-approve the request
after the notice was pub-
lished. 

Board members Marla
Lutes, Steve Ford and
Angela Paxson, absent
Kaleb Hemmelgarn and
Scott Hilfiker, agreed to
grant the special exception.

Exception
OK’d for
project in
Pennville

Herd of Deere

By NATALIA DROZDIAK,
DARYNA KRASNOLUTSKA
and SELCAN HACAOGLU
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

The first direct talks
between Russia and Ukrain
e in more than three years
ended in Turkey with an
agreement on an exchange
of  prisoners and discus-
sions on a potential cease-
fire, though no truce was
announced.

The negotiations in
Istanbul’s Dolmabahce
Palace lasted about two
hours Friday. Ukraine and
Russia said they’d agreed to
swap 1,000 prisoners each
in coming days, in separate
statements.

The sides also discussed
“all modalities” of  a truce,
said Ukrainian Defense
Minister Rustem Umerov,
who led Kyiv’s delegation.
“Now we need to exchange
people, and soon we will
inform you what is the next
stage,” he said.

See Talked page 2

Russia,
Ukraine
talked
swap,
truce

Michigan man has big collection
Mike Watson, 54, of Hemlock, Michigan, poses next to a portion of his display during the Tri-State Gas

Engine and Tractor Association's Spring Swap and Sell Meet on Wednesday. The event at the Tri-State grounds
across Morton Street from Jay County Fairgrounds, is one of three Tri-State events during the year along with the
Antique Gas Engine and Tractor Show in August and another swap meet in October. Watson has been attending for
25 years. In addition to these two John Deere snowmobiles, he has 40 John Deere vehicles more at home. 

By LINDY MERCER
The Commercial Review

In addition to his
AMT 600, Watson
also owns a vintage
toy replica of the
vehicle. Another part
of Watson's
collection that didn't
make it to the show
is one of each John
Deere model made
from 1963 to 1967.
From 1968 to 1974
John Deere changed
to a different body
style. He has several
of those models as
well. 

Watson’s collection is wide-ranging,
including John Deere manufactured helmets. He
owns three helmets made by John Deere and one
custom-made “Big John” helmet.

Part of Watson's collection includes
a John Deere 1988 AMT 600 (below). In
1987, John Deere began manufacturing the
All Material Transport (AMT) as its first
venture into all terrain vehicles.
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No Phone Calls Please

OUT OF TOWN 
BUNDLE DROP DRIVER

Wanna become a part of
our team? We are looking

for somebody who is
interesed in dropping
newsstand papers to

businesses! Apply at the
Commercial Review.
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Friendship, Indiana
June 14-22
Open daily 9:00 a.m.
S.E. Indiana, 1 mi. east of

town on St. Rd. #62

(812) 667-5645
www.friendshipfleamarket.com

Kenneth Chandler
Feb. 17, 1950-May 13, 2025

Kenneth James Chandler, 75,
passed away peacefully at home
on May 13, 2025, in Portland,
Indiana.

Born on Feb. 17, 1950, in
Noblesville, Indiana, Kenneth
served his country honorably in
the U.S. Army
during the Viet-
nam War era
when he was sta-
tioned in Ger-
many. Following
his military serv-
ice, he dedicated
38 years to Saint
Gobain (formerly
Ball Glass), first
in Asheville, North Carolina,
and later in Dunkirk, Indiana,
where he retired in 2005.

Kenneth shared 49 years of
marriage with his beloved wife
Patricia (McKinney) who he
married on Aug. 29, 1975. He was

a devoted father to his daughter
Kensey Albertson and her hus-
band Bobby of  Lynn, Indiana,
and his son Michael Chandler
of  Portland, Indiana. He was a
proud grandfather to Jonathan
Roessner, CJ Albertson and
Hannah Chandler.

He was preceded in death by
his parents, JB and Inez Schnei-
der Chandler of  Alexander,
North Carolina; and his sister
and brother-in-law, Cynthia and
Dan Mendoza of  Alexander,
North Carolina.

Ken had a zest for life that was
unmistakable. Known on the CB
radio as the “Beersqueezer,” he
never met a stranger. He found
joy in the simple pleasures like
sitting on the patio, watching
NASCAR, sharing breakfast
with his friends at Richards,
enjoying Mexican dinners on
Friday nights and spending
time in his garage. Above all, he
cherished the moments he spent
with his family.

Ken received care from South-
ern Care Hospice Services dur-
ing his final days. A celebration
of  life will be planned at a later
date to honor the memory of  a
man who brought warmth and
laughter wherever he went.

In lieu of  flowers, the family
would like you to consider mak-
ing a donation to Southern Care
Hospice or the Jay County Can-
cer Society. May his memory
bring comfort to all that knew
him.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to Keller Mortuary
Services. 

Condolences may be offered at
KellerMortuary.com. 

Victoria Runyon
It is with deep sorrow and

love that we announce the pass-
ing of  Victoria Diane Runyon,
who departed this life on April
30, 2025, at the age of  77.

Her love for her children and

grandchildren was boundless,
and she found her greatest joy
in their happiness and presence.
She was a constant source of
warmth, wisdom and kindness
for everyone in the family.

Diane was born in Decatur,
Indiana, and attended Poling
School and Portland High
School. She spent much of  her
life in Fort Lauderdale, Florida,
and was a devoted Christian and
member to The Griffen Road
Church of  Christ. She found
endless joy in spending time
with her grandchildren.

She is survived by her hus-
band Robert Paul Runyon; her
brothers Terry Hunt, Dean
Hunt and Michael Hunt; her son
and daughter Eric and Renee’
Runyon; her grandchildren
Cody Sky Land, Mila and Sia
Yeh-Runyon; and her great-
grandchildren Sailor Ray and
Parker Jo Land. 

She was preceded in death by
her parents Donna and Ward

Hunt; and her sister Jana Hunt.
Her love will continue to live

on in the lives she touched and
in the memories we hold dear.

A celebration of  Diane’s life
will be held on Saturday, May 24,
2025, at 1 p.m. at The Griffen
Road Church of  Christ, 14550
Griffen Road, Southwest Ranch-
es, Florida.

Randy Allen Smuts, rural Gene-
va, May 23, 1960-May 14, 2025.
Services will be at 2 p.m. Tuesday
at Downing & Glancy Funeral Home,
100 N. Washington St., Geneva.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Chandler

Saturday
Nibarger, George: 2 p.m.,

Walker & Glancy Funeral Home,
109 W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Monday
Randall, Robert: noon,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Roberts, Lana: 2 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Stanley, William: 2 p.m., MJS
Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian St.,
Redkey.

Tuesday
Smuts, Randy: 2 p.m.,

Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

May 24
Runyon, Victoria: 1 p.m.,

Griffen Road Chruch of Christ,
14550 Griffen Road, Southwest
Ranches, Florida.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Broker change
Jay County Commissioners

approved switching insurance bro-
kers Friday.

Commissioners agreed to
change back to using OneDigital’s
services, effective May 31. The
decision stems from commission-
ers’ choice on Monday to termi-
nate a contract with Understand,
Service and Innovate (USI) Insur-
ance Services, after undergoing
more than five months of  various
issues with the company.

The county had been using

OneDigital — previously known as
Platinum Benefits Consulting
Group — before switching to USI
Insurance Services in November.
At the time, the county had been
looking into partially self-funded
insurance plans and heard about
options from OneDigital, USI
Insurance Services and Unified
Group Services.

Jay County auditor Emily
Franks noted Friday the switch
back to OneDigital won’t result in
fee differences or other cost
changes. Employees will continue

using plans through Physicians
Health Plan.

Parking accident
A Bryant man’s truck hit a Port-

land woman’s car in the parking lot at
Portland Pizza Hut.

Matthew Gierhart, 40, was driving
his 2007 Chevrolet Silverado and
turning into a parking space at 1502
N. Meridian St. when he struck a
parked 2022 Kia Soul owned by 40-
year-old Brandy Hudson.

Damage is estimated between
$2,500 and $5,000.

Capsule Reports

Obstruction
A Portland woman was arrested

Friday for obstruction of  justice and
other charges.

Heather R. Best, 40, 1015 W. North
St. was preliminarily charged with
two Level 6 felonies for obstruction of
justice and possession of  metham-

phetamine, as well as a Class A mis-
demeanor for possession of  para-
phernalia. She was being held on a
$4,500 bond in Jay County Jail. 

By CLAIRE RAFFORD
MirrorIndy
mirrorindy.org

The Indiana University
School of  Medicine has
removed or edited dozens
of  webpages about the col-
lege’s DEI and health equi-
ty programs.

The changes appear to
be in response to an April
21 policy change from the
National Institutes of

Health, which requires
institutions accepting NIH
grants to agree that they
will not operate programs
that promote DEI or “dis-
criminatory equity ideolo-
gy” as a condition of  the
funding.

Two days after the NIH’s
order, the college’s execu-
tive associate dean of
institutional engagement,
Chemen Neal, sent a mes-

sage to faculty and staff
stating that there would be
“immediate website
changes” as a result of  the
order, according to an
email provided to Mirror
Indy. Neal did not respond
to Mirror Indy’s emailed
questions and request for
an interview.

The removed websites
include DEI committees
across the medical

school’s departments, a
health equity research
center and a page describ-
ing racial justice research
projects, including a study
on the impact of  discrimi-
natory law
enforcement exposure on
Black adults.

It was not immediately
clear whether these pro-
grams would continue
going forward.

Felony arrests

IU adjusts to presidential orders

Continued from page 1
Russia is “satisfied with

the results, and we are
ready to continue con-
tacts,” Vladimir Medin-
sky, who led Moscow’s
negotiators, told reporters
in televised comments.
“We agreed that each side
will present its vision of  a
potential future ceasefire,
in detail,” and then talks
will resume, he said.

Russia also took note of
a request by the Ukrain-
ian side for direct talks
between the presidents of
the two countries, Medin-
sky said.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
held a phone call with U.S.
President Donald Trump
together with French
President Emmanuel

Macron, United King-
dom Prime Minister Keir
Starmer, German Chan-
cellor Friedrich Merz and
Polish Prime Minister
Donald Tusk, Zelenskyy’s
spokesman said. Details
of  the discussion would be
disclosed later, the
spokesman said.

Ukraine and European
powers had demanded
that Putin commit to a 30-
day unconditional cease-
fire to create space for
negotiations on a peace
deal. Putin didn’t agree to
the truce and instead
offered over the weekend
to resume direct talks
with Ukraine in Turkey.

“We are very disap-
pointed,” Merz said of  the
talks in Istanbul. “The ball
lay exclusively with Rus-

sia,” but Putin failed to
use the opportunity to dis-
cuss a peace agreement,
he added.

“As a result of  the meet-
ing with President Zelen-
skyy and the discussion
with President Trump we
are now closely aligning
and coordinating our
responses,” Starmer said.

Russia’s representatives
set out demands for full
control of  five regions
of  Ukraine during talks in
which both delegations
used an interpreter,
according to a person
familiar with the meeting.

“We’re spending great
effort in order to end the
war,” Turkish Foreign
Minister Hakan Fidan
said at the start of  the
meeting. 

Talked ...

Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 4-0-4
Daily Four: 5-5-8-4
Quick Draw: 5-8-14-

16-18-27-28-31-35-37-41-
43-49-50-51-59-62-64-72-
77

Ohio
Midday

Pick 3: 9-1-9
Pick 4: 5-3-7-6
Pick 5: 3-1-5-1-7

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$123 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$122 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.68
June corn .................4.70
July corn .................4.72

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.68
June corn ................4.72
July corn..................4.75

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.65
June corn ................4.65
Beans ......................10.68

June beans ............10.73
Wheat ......................4.93

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.60
June corn ................4.60
Beans ......................10.68
June beans ............10.71
Wheat .......................4.82

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.71
June corn ................4.73
Beans ......................10.43
June beans ............10.43
Wheat ......................4.78

In 1973, The Portland
Foundation selected 13
students — David Well-
man, Rocky Walker,
Steve Stockton, Doug
McIntire, Michael
Boggs, Mary Kay Chid-
dister, Janet Clark, Don-
ald Donahue, Sheila
Eley, Sidney Hall, Karen
May, Steve Myron and
Sandra Stith — to
receive $700 scholar-
ships.

In 2013, Jay School
Corporation held a
retirement reception for
departing assistant
superintendent Wood
Barwick. He had joined
the corporation as prin-
cipal of  Jay County
High School before mov-
ing to the assistant
superintendent role.

In 2018, the Fort
Recovery High School
baseball team got a

squeeze bunt from Reese
Rogers in the sixth
inning to drive home
Riley Post with the only
run of  the game in a 1-0
victory over Ottawa-
Glandorf  in the Division
III district semifinal at
Elida.

In 2021, Jennifer
Young of  Portland was
sentenced to 20 years in
prison after pleading
guilty to a Level 1 felony
charge of  neglect of  a
dependent resulting in
death in connection
with the death of  her
son Hayden Markle.

In 2022, Jay County
High School’s Gabi Bil-
brey set a new career
best as she won the dis-
cus championship dur-
ing the sectional meet at
Delta with a toss of  123
feet, 6 inches.

—The CR

CR almanac

71/47 66/47 58/50 55/45 57/43
Thurs-

day’s weather
looks like
mostly cloudy
skies with a
70% chance
of showers.

Wednes-
day’s fore-
cast shows a
70% chance
of showers
with thunder-
storms also
possible.

Mostly
cloudy skies
on Tuesday
when there’s
a 70
% chance of
showers.

Sunday
5/18

Monday
5/19

Tuesday
5/20

Wednesday
5/21

Thursday
5/22

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General
Shanks, 414 E. Floral
Ave., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

6 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery School Board, Com-
munity Room, high
school, 400 Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-

cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Thursday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Plan Commission,
Community Resource
Center, 118 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

Monday’s
forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
with highs in
the upper
60s. Chance
of showers.

Mostly
sunny on Sun-
day when the
high will be in
the lower 70s.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
MUSEUM — Is open from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the third
Saturday and Friday of
each month at Webster
Depot, 132 W. Railroad St.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
each Sunday at Fellowship
Baptist Church, 289 S. 200
West, Portland. Come early

for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing

support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more infor-
mation, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

UNDERSTANDING
YOUR SUICIDE GRIEF —
Meets from 7 to 8:30 p.m. the
third Monday of  each
month. The support group
serves to help individuals
who have lost a loved one to
suicide. To register, contact
Stephanie Patterson at (260)
251-3259.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE CON-

NECTIONS RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP — A
group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that
helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop

long-term recovery meets
at noon each Tuesday in the
IU Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the third
Tuesday of  each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

FRIENDS OF JAY COUN-
TY LIBRARY — Will meet
at 6 p.m. the third Tuesday
of  each month at the
library.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku For Jay County Elementary Schools 

May 19-23
Monday Main Entrees: Toasted Cheese Sandwich Alternate

Entrees: Popcorn Chicken, Mini Whole Grain
Biscuit, Cereal, Goldfish & Yogurt Fun Lunch
Sides for all meals: Creamy Tomato Soup

Tuesday: Main Entrees: Doritos Nacho Cheese Tortilla Chips,
Seasoned Beef Taco Meat, Shredded Lettuce,
Shredded Cheddar Cheese Alternate Entrees:
Popcorn Chicken, Mini Whole Grain Biscuit,
Cereal, Goldfish & Yogurt Fun Lunch Sides for all
meals: Seasoned Refried Beans

Wednesday: Main Entrees: Chicken Nuggets, Macaroni and
Cheese Alternate Entrees: Popcorn Chicken,
Mini Whole Grain Biscuit, Cereal, Goldfish &
Yogurt Fun Lunch Sides for all meals: Tater Tots

Thursday: Main Entrees: Beef Sloppy Joe TOTchos, Mini
Whole Grain Biscuit Alternate Entrees: Popcorn
Chicken, Mini Whole Grain Biscuit, Cereal,
Goldfish & Yogurt Fun Lunch Sides for all meals:
Seasoned Peas

Friday: Main Entrees: Classic Cheese Pizza Alternate
Entrees: Popcorn Chicken, Mini Whole Grain
Biscuit, Cereal, Goldfish & Yogurt Fun Lunch
Sides for all meals: Seasoned corn

111 W. Main      (260) 729-5200      Portland, IN

May Financial Group, LLC
Life • Health • Employee Benefits

Medicare Supplements • Annuities  • International Health

Jeff Hall, Matt Franks
jeff@mayfg.com    matt@mayfg.com

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: My husband’s
50th birthday (we’re both men) is
approaching, and I wanted to
have a surprise party for him.
His family, my family and the
two of  us all live in different
states on the East Coast. I
thought a compromise would be
to have the party in New Jersey
(halfway) on a Saturday. I even
offered to rent an Airbnb for the
weekend, understanding that
traveling might be too much for
some folks. 

Even after all these efforts, my
mother-in-law responded that
she feels having two separate
parties (one in her state and one
local to us) is a better solution. I
am beyond mad that his family is
unwilling to make any sacrifice
to see him happy. His family has
never once come to visit us. (We
have made multiple trips there.) 

I still want to have a celebra-
tion, but I’m worried that with
his family absent it will upset
him. He’s a smart man. He will
know they were invited but did-
n’t bother to show up. I don’t
want to cancel the party, but I
also feel that asking us to have
two separate ones is unreason-
able and selfish on their part.
Must I just cut bait and stop
expecting them to care? —
PLANNER IN MARYLAND

DEAR PLANNER: Your hus-
band’s family is your hus-
band’s family. By the age of
50, he is likely accustomed to
their indifference, if  that is
their problem. Throw him a
“surprise” party a couple of
days before his actual birth-
day and invite friends to cele-
brate with you. Then, on his
actual birthday, leave the
hosting to his mother. (Hope-
fully, she will.) If  she agrees,
go there with a smile and try
not to let your anger ruin the
milestone occasion.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: How do I go on in

life without my husband? We

were married 44 years and very
much in love. It has been eight
months since his passing. He had
MS and had to live his last six
years in a nursing home. He was
diagnosed at 47 and passed away
at 66 — too young. The disease
hit him hard and fast, and his
death was long and painful.
Every day is the same for me
now, filled with emptiness, sad-
ness and tears. — OUT OF
SORTS IN MICHIGAN

DEAR OUT: Please accept
my sympathy for the loss of
your beloved husband. Did
you join a grief  support group
after his death? If  the answer
is yes, you may be able to get
through this journey with
additional help from an indi-
vidual therapist. 

From what you have writ-
ten, it appears you are very
isolated. Please consider fill-
ing some of  the emptiness you
feel by getting out of  your
house and meeting people.
Reach out to friends, join a
gym — because physical activ-
ity is an important mood
booster — and find a cause for
which to volunteer. Although
you may never stop missing
your husband, you have your
own life to live now. Please
don’t waste a precious
moment of  it. 

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

Birthday plans
turn complicated

Photo provided

Day of Prayer
Between 80 and 100 Christians from at least nine different denominations

gathered May 1 across Jay County to observe National Day of Prayer. Participants met
at Jay County Courthouse, Portland City Hall and Haynes Park throughout the day to
pray for the community, state, nation and world.

Dear
Abby

By TINEY RICCIARDI
The Denver Post
Tribune News Service

A Colorado whiskey was
crowned America’s best at an
international spirits competi-
tion, beating out hundreds of
other liquors for the title.

Talnua Distillery in Arvada
was awarded the top whiskey
accolade from the American
Distilling Institute’s 2025 Inter-
national Spirits Competition,
which announced its winners
on Wednesday. Its Bourbon
Cask & Stave Series Whiskey
was awarded the highest
marks in the category, earning
the title of  America’s Greatest
Whiskey 2025.

Competition director Eric
Zandona said 290 whiskeys
were entered into this year’s

contest, though that number
includes recipes from across
the world. In all, 700 spirits
were entered into the competi-
tion, which started in 2007.

Judges evaluate flights of
spirits based on their overall
quality and taste, assigning
each one a score from 0 to 100.
Spirits that score 90 points or
more earn a gold medal, and
judges can award a double gold
if  they believe the liquor is
exemplary in its style (i.e.
bourbon, single malt, rye, etc.).
Those that earn both gold and
double gold medals get consid-
ered for the “best in class”
honor. Only one gets crowned
the greatest among its catego-
ry (i.e. vodka, gin, whiskey,
agave, etc.).

Taluna’s spirit rose above all

other whiskeys, across all the
different styles, that were
made stateside. The distillery
is unique in that it uses a pot
still method, similar to many
Irish whiskeys. That method
requires the use of  a copper
pot still and a distinct mash
bill, which is half  malted bar-
ley and half  unmalted barley.
The unmalted barley plays
prominently in the flavor pro-
file of  Talnua’s various
whiskeys, as well as its house-
made gins.

The Bourbon Cask & Stave
Series Whiskey, specifically, is
aged in former bourbon bar-
rels for three years along with
charred oak staves, giving it
bright floral, new mown hay,
and vanilla bean notes, accord-
ing to the distillery’s website. 

Colorado whiskey takes crown
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By JOHN KRULL
TheStatehouseFile.com

The world has a new pope.
And, in the end, it wasn’t the mys-

tery and the majesty — the puffs of
smoke and the secretive ceremony —
that was the most moving about the
selection.

No, it was the humanity of  the
choice.

Leo XIV, as we all know, is the first
U.S. citizen to serve as the leader of
the world’s 1.4 billion Catholics. A
Midwesterner — a Chicago boy, no
less — Robert Francis Prevost devel-
oped his faith not in the clouds but
much, much closer to earth.

His experience as a missionary in
South America, attuned and height-
ened his sensitivities to the burdens
of  immigrants and others who are
dispossessed, disenfranchised and,
all too often, disparaged, disregarded
and discarded as little more than
human refuse.

Not long after his elevation to the
papacy, sharp-eyed observers
unearthed a social media post of  his
that took issue with a pronounce-
ment of  Vice President JD Vance.

Vance said that Christian faith pro-
claimed a hierarchy of  God’s love,
one that called for us to place a high-
er value on lives closer to home than
those of  strangers.

Such as immigrants.
The then-Cardinal Prevost correct-

ed the vice president gently but firm-
ly, saying Vance was wrong. God’s
love, the now pope said, was for every-
one, regardless of  class or proximity.

The exchange with Vance, a
Catholic, illustrates one of  the chal-
lenges Pope Leo will have.

The Catholic Church, like any
other vast human institution, strug-
gles to maintain cohesion.

For decades, it has been divided
over the roles of  women, the rights of
LGBTQ human beings and the part
the church should play in the political
world, among other things.

And the church’s obliviousness
about and — all too often — defense
of  child molesters in the priesthood
have eroded the moral authority of
Catholic leadership.

I remember talking once with Wal-
ter “Robby” Robinson, the Boston
Globe journalist played by Michael
Keaton in the movie “Spotlight,”
about his faith. Robinson led the team
that uncovered the Catholic Church’s
efforts to cover up decades of  priestly
sexual abuse in New England. He also
had spent much of  his life as the quin-
tessential good Catholic boy, going to
Catholic schools and attending Mass
regularly.

His reporting, though, on the
church’s campaigns to cover up its
clergy’s preying on children changed
him.

He told me he still had faith in God,
but not in the church of  his birth. He
only stepped into a Catholic church to
attend the wedding or funeral of  a
family member or friend.

The new pope says he wants to lead
by following St. Augustine’s admoni-
tion that we always should listen first.
That is wisdom born from the experi-
ence of  working with and minister-
ing to people who feel — no, know —
that they often are not heard.

In his first public pronouncement
as pope, Leo urged Catholic leaders —
and, by extension, all believers — to
practice their faith by hearing the
voices and concerns of  the people
they were supposed to live with and
serve.

And not just those who agree with
them.

It was a profoundly Christian mes-
sage, one that urges conciliation
rather than confrontation.

In the aftermath of  Leo’s elevation,
observers were quick to suggest that
his history with immigrants and
other marginalized members of
humanity will put him and the
church on a collision course with
Vance and the administration of
President Donald Trump.

I doubt it will be that simple.
The early signs suggest that Leo

plans to remind not just Catholics
but all of  us that faith is not just a
comfort, but a challenge, too. True
faith makes demands of  the believer
to perform moral duties he or she is
reluctant to acknowledge, much less
honor.

In JD Vance’s case, that may mean
treating immigrants with the same
care and consideration he shows for
friends and family.

For others, regardless of  their
political affiliation, it will mean lis-
tening to and treating with respect
views that make their blood boil.

In a world in which the means by
which we can communicate with
each other have multiplied exponen-
tially, human beings seem to have a
harder and harder time hearing each
other.

Pope Leo XIV appears to want to
change that.

Listen first, he says.
It’s a message of  faith delivered by

a Midwesterner, a Chicago boy who
has made his way in a troubled world
and learned from the experience.

Listen first.
Good counsel.
Good faith.

••••••••••
Krull is director of  Franklin Col-

lege’s Pulliam School of  Journalism
and publisher of  TheStatehouse-
File.com, a news website powered by
Franklin College journalism stu-
dents.

Pope will lead with his ears

By SHULI REN
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

The U.S. and China are
calling a 90-day truce in
their trade war, temporar-
ily lowering tariffs on
each other from eye-
wateringly high levels.

The sharp climb-down
well exceeded market
expectations, with
investors rushing back
into Hong Kong and New
York-listed
stocks. U.S. levies on most
Chinese imports will be
reduced to 30% from
145%, while the 125% Chi-
nese duties on US goods
will drop to 10%. “Neither
side wants to decouple,”
Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent said Monday after
a weekend of  negotiations
in Geneva.

It’s a huge relief  for
small businesses and mil-
lions of  workers on both
sides of  the Pacific. But
it’s also a sign that despite
their strongmen image,
President Donald
Trump and his counter-
part Xi Jinping are not
without common sense.
With prohibitive levies
that would essentially
lead to a complete embar-
go, the world’s two biggest
economies are hurting.

In China, while people
support Xi’s hardline
stance to “fight to the
end” on trade, many are
genuinely worried about
how to make a decent liv-
ing in an already weak
economy. Apparel, for
instance, is the third-
largest category of  US
imports from China, after
communication devices
and electronic equipment.
This sector happens to be
labor intensive. About 16
million jobs could be at
risk thanks to Trump’s
tariffs, according to Gold-
man Sachs Group Inc.
estimates.

How to help those that
might fall out of  work is
becoming a big fiscal and
social issue. The govern-
ment’s unemployment
insurance covers about
244 million. In the first
quarter — even before
Trump ignited his second
trade war — payouts to
the jobless rose by a whop-
ping 22.4% to 46.5 billion
yuan ($6.4 billion). In a
sign of  more trouble to
come, the April PMI read-
ing on new export orders
plummeted to a three-year
low.

Relocating these low-
skilled manufacturing
workers into services
won’t be easy. Some of  the
popular gigs are already
getting crowded. Last
year, the number of  ride-

hailing drivers jumped by
27% to 38 million, while
their compensation fell. In
other words, China’s
entire 425-million-strong
blue-collar class will feel
the heat regardless of
whether their line of
work is directly exposed
to trade wars.

The future for many
American workers also
looks grim. For a presi-
dent who boasts about cre-
ating millions of  jobs,
Trump is steadily destroy-
ing a healthy labor market
with his maximalist
approach on tariffs. In the
US, small businesses
account for almost 80% of
job openings. Unlike big
corporations such
as Apple Inc., they have
fewer operational levers
to pull, often relying on a
handful of  overseas sup-
pliers. For them, switch-
ing production to other
countries such as India is
an impossible ordeal. As
such, if  Trump’s 145% tar-
iff lingers, they will have
to lay off  workers.

Of  course, there’s no
guarantee that this 90-day
truce can hold. A mercuri-
al Trump could change
his tone at anytime, to
stage manage the excep-
tionally tough-on-
China image he fostered
on the campaign trail.
Meanwhile, a stubborn Xi
might dig his heels in,
having vowed to “never
kneel down.”

But the fact that there’s
an agreement of  this scale
after just a weekend of
face-to-face talks shows
that both sides want an
off-ramp. Trump does
seem to heed negative
public opinion polls,
despite calling them fake
news. And Xi may not
want to remind citizens of
the last time he refused to
budge: As the iron-fisted
politician who locked
down Chinese cities
despite public outcries
against the government’s
unscientific COVID-Zero
policy.

This 90-day truce is a
good start.

••••••••••
Ren is a Bloomberg

Opinion columnist cover-
ing Asian markets. A for-
mer investment banker, she
was a markets reporter for
Barron’s. She is a CFA
charterholder.

Trump and Xi tone
down senseless war

New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

The Trump White House is
1,000% wrong in “actively look-
ing at” suspending habeas cor-
pus in the context of  immigra-
tion. It is the only protection
written into the Constitution,
not the Bill of  Rights, a funda-
mental shield — stretching back
to the Magna Carta — to contest
one’s detention by the govern-
ment: “The Privilege of  the Writ
of  Habeas Corpus shall not be
suspended, unless when in
Cases of  Rebellion or Invasion
the public Safety may require
it.”

There is no rebellion, as there
was during the Civil War, and
there is no invasion, despite
what President Donald Trump
claims and what White House
Deputy Chief  of  Staff  Stephen

Miller, the aide who floated the
habeas corpus suspension idea,
says.

Only four times has the Great
Writ been suspended under our
Constitution and each time that
suspension was invoked under
an act of  Congress and it was
very specific. And it is the Con-
gress, not the president, who has
this power. Of  that there is no
debate as the wartime suspen-
sion appears in Article I of  the
Constitution, which delineates
responsibilities of  the Congress.

Habeas corpus suspension
appears under Section 9, which
are the powers denied to Con-
gress.

Notably, it is not Article II,
which lays out the powers of  the
president.

Lincoln did suspend habeas
corpus during the Civil War, but
it was with the consent of  the
Congress. President Ulysses S.
Grant did the same for a limited
time in nine counties in South
Carolina during Reconstruction,
again, with the agreement of
Congress.

The other two instances were
in U.S. territories, in the Philip-
pines during a 1905 rebellion
and in Hawaii after Pearl Har-
bor, when the Territory of
Hawaii was under martial law,
but each time acting under con-
gressional grant.

None of  these circumstances
are comparable to what MAGA
types have taken to calling an
“invasion,“ which is really just
an overheated term for the pres-
ence of  immigrants, including
asylum seekers, around the
country. This is not a real danger
and has been ongoing in some
form or another since the coun-
try’s founding.

As with many such moves, the
administration would certainly
try to justify this under the ban-
ner of  immigration enforcement
and vague national security.
Aside from the fact that these
justifications have never actual-
ly stopped the government from
applying expanded powers more
broadly there is an obvious para-
dox between the notion that
these policies would be applied
exclusively to those that deserve

it and that there would be no due
process.

Determining whether or not
someone has committed an
offense and how they should be
punished for it is the entire
underlying premise for due
process in the first place. If  the
right to contest a detention disap-
pears, how exactly is one meant
to prove that you’re not actually a
national security threat, or actu-
ally a citizen?

We don’t have to speculate
much about how this looks
because it is the modus operandi
of  despots around the world.

Republicans and Democrats
alike on the federal, state and
local levels must refuse this
Trump power grab and effort to
illegally suspend what is our
most fundamental right. Some
harms cannot be undone.

Suspending writ is a bright red line
Guest
Editorial

Shuli
Ren

John
Krull
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FREE Mammogram 
Screenings
Must be scheduled by May 31, 2025.

Eligibility Requirements:
  Women over the age of 40

Women without insurance
  Resident of Jay or Blackford Counties or immediate surrounding Indiana county
  Have not had a mammogram in the past year
  Never had breast implants

No personal history or symptoms of breast cancer

*Additional testing, views, or procedures after the initial screening is the �nancial responsibility of the patient.

Funding provided by: IU Health Foundation
IU Health Jay: 500 W. Votaw St, Portland, IN
IU Health Blackford: 410 Pilgrim Blvd, Hartford City, IN

Schedule your
FREE Mammogram
Screening today!

765.751.5825 
 

**Screening for state-
assisted insurance will 
be completed prior to 
scheduling.

©2025 IUHealth 04/25

iuhealth.org

Get
your
local 
news 
online
daily by
visiting
our

website
thecr.com

Watson worked for
The Dow Chemical
Company in Midland,
Michigan, for 23 years.
He served as a millwright
in the maintenance
department. Since his
retirement four years
ago, he restores John
Deere equipment,
collects vintage items
and travels to events like
the Tri-State swap meets
and shows.

“To me, this is like going to Disney World,” said Watson of
the Tri-State Gas Engine and Tractor Association events. “Portland
is like a second home to me.”  Watson is attending a Classic Green
meet in Wisconsin in June, then he will be back in Portland in
August for Tri-State’s big show. After that, he’ll head to a meet in
Michigan in September, and finally return to Jay County in October
for the Tri-State Fall Swap and Sell meet.

John Deere has manufactured
several chainsaw models (above) since the
1930s, and Mike Watson is the owner of 20
different models. These vintage chainsaws
are just a fraction of Watson’s impressive
John Deere collection.

In addition to his personal collection,
Wason is also a committee member for Classic
Green. Classic Green is an annual John Deere
exhibition. Watson had a banner at his site
advertising the event.
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CCoonnttrraacctt
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CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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In the Middle East

1) In what country is the Temple of Bacchus, 
which was completed in the 2ond century, located?

2) The words Islam and Muslim come from
the Arabic word salam. What does it mean?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Lebanon
2) Peace
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PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES   

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR   

E & M BLACKSMITH
SHOP

14th Annual 
Consignment Auction 
Saturday, June 7, 2025 

8:30 a.m.
2404 W 350 S, Berne,

IN
Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness; Carts;
New Tack; Saddles;

Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage
Grinder/Stuffers;

New/Used Furniture;
Washing Machines; Hay,

Straw, Firewood. 
Accepting consignments
every evening that week 
from 4pm-8pm and all

day 
Thursday, June 5th/Fri-
day, June 6th from 7am-

8pm.
Call 260-589-2743

Leave message to con-
sign horses.
Auctioneers 

John P. Troyer 
AU10900141 

Also with J. S. Auctions 
AU10700049

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located 620 N Pierce
Street, Portland IN
Saturday Morning
MAY 24, 2025 

9:30 A.M. 
REAL ESTATE

3 Bedroom manufac-
tured home with approx-
imately 1400 square

feet of living area sitting
on concrete crawl

space.  This 1994 home
features 2 full bath-
rooms, gas forced air
furnace, central air,

metal roof, and attached
carport with approxi-

mately 736 square feet.
This home is situated
on a 136í x 173í corner
lot which is equivalent
to 3 city lots.     Proper-
ty also has 2 outdoor

storage sheds.    
For more information or
private showing contact
GARY LOY, AUCTION-
EER at (260) 726-5160
or KIM LOY, REAL
ESTATE BROKER at

(260) 729-2213.
SUV- MOWERñGOLF

CART
2013 Buick Encore Pre-
mium Wagon 4 door

SUV, Dixon 13 hp zero
turn mower with 38î
deck; 2017 Yamaha
electric golf cart with
roof, windshield and
batteries were new in

2024.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
ñ OLD ITEMS - TOOLS
Amana side by side
refrigerator; Whirlpool
stack washer & dryer;
Oak modern lighted
china hutch; (2) Lazy
Boy recliners; weather
vane globes; canes;
glass baskets; Christ-
mas decorations; Carni-

val plates; battery
charger; Speedway

Series air compressor;
tool box; sockets;
screwdrivers; pliers;
wrenches; and other
items not listed.
ELDON MILLER
By Ron Miller POA

And 
ROWENA MILLER,

DECEASED
Loy Auction 

AC#31600027 
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 831 E 900 N

Ridgeville, IN 
MAY 23rd, 2025

5:00 P M.
TRUCKS ñ TRACTOR -
FARM IMPLEMENTS ñ
TOOLS ñ OLD ITEMS
1995 Chevrolet 3500
dually extended cab
diesel truck; 1975

Chevrolet dually truck;
John Deere 60 Standard
tractor; John Deere pull
type 3, 4, and 5 bottom
plows; John Deere 12í
pull type offset disc;

John Deere buck rake;
John Deere 2 bottom
plow; John Deere John
Deere A blocks & mani-
folds; Kewanee 10í disc;
John Deere semi-mount
sickle bar mower; horse
drawn 2 bottom plow; 
John Deere rototiller;
steel fly wheels; John
Deere implement

umbrellas; Lincoln 225
amp stick welder; horse
drawn sleigh;  sulky; egg
baskets; grinding stones;
Bud Light clock; hay
hooks; Chevrolet and
Chrysler hub caps; vari-
ous wheels and rims;
doghouse;  and many
other items not listed.
PAUL & JOAN KLIN-
GEL, DECEASED 

Loy Auction
AC#31600027 Auction-

eers 
Gary Loy AU01031608 

Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibition
Hall at the Jay County
Fairgrounds, 806 W

Votaw St., Portland, IN 
MAY 17th, 2025

9:30 A. M.
ANTIQUES -  OLD &

COLLECTORS ITEMSñ
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
Oak wardrobe; Radio
Flyer wagon;  John

Deere 3 speed bicycle;
John Deere wrench

sets; JD, Case & Oliver
steering wheel centers;
JD wrenches;  hump

back trunk; flat top trunk;
#20 cast iron pot belly
stove;  Marlin 22 semi-
automatic rifle; ammo;
1940ís Coke tray;  Stan-
ley scraper plane; Stan-
ley Bailey smooth plane;
Indiana Band ribbons
and awards; marbles;
ice cream freezer;  trac-
tor plates; cleaning sup-
plies; and many other

items not listed.
TOY TRACTORS ñ
JOHN DEERE COL-

LECTIBLES
JD 1953 Model D trac-
tor; JD Model R tractor;
JD 5020 tractor; JD mini

tractor; Case IH
McCormick Deering trac-
tor; White Row Crop

tractor; Fairbanks Morse
Battery Ignition unit; JD
Model A 1934 tractor;

Minneapolis Moline UTS
tractor;  JD 1/24 scale
race car; JD thermome-
ter; JD trays;  JD goat
wagon; large amount of
JD manuals, literature,
and books; JD jewelry;
JD comforter; JD lamp;
JD ornaments; JD

lighters; JD banks; JD
belt buckles;  and many
other items not listed

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  
Please note that we will
be running 2 rings a por-
tion of the day.  Doors
will open at 8:00 a.m.
day of auction for pre-

view.
PAUL & JOAN KLIN-
GEL, DECEASED And
STACHLER FAMILY

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday JUNE 14th,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 1207 N SR
167 DUNKIRK,  IN
REAL ESTATE

Real Estate sells at
10:00 AM. 

2 bedroom home with
Central Air, 30íx40í

attached garage, 24íx32í
Quonset building. Nicely
situated on 2 acres. 
Open House: Sunday

June 1st 
1-3 PM or for private

showing phone auction-
eers. 

RIDING MOWERS ñ
ANTIQUES ñ HOUSE-

HOLD 
Troybilt Riding Mower

w/ 42î Deck. Troybilt and
Murray Mowers for

parts. Iron Bed. Steamer
Trunk. Hen on Nest and
other collectible Glass-
ware. Roll-top Desk.
Bird Cages. Elvis Pic-
ture. Fishing Poles and
Supplies. Generator.
Shop Mate. Large

Chicken Feeder. Several
Items Not Mentioned. 
OWNER:  Mary L Shory
Estate by Crystal R
Suman and Michael

Dahlestrom
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY JUNE 7TH,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 127 Rayburn
Dr, Portland IN.
REAL ESTATE

Real Estate sells at
10:00 AM. 

3 bedroom, 1.5 bath
brick ranch style home
containing 1,328 sq ft

finished living area. Cen-
tral Air, Sun room, 2 car

attached garage.

Detached garage/ shop
building. Home has
been well maintained. 

Open House:
Sunday May 25th from
1-3 PM or for private

showing phone Auction-
eers. 

VEHICLE ñ FURNI-
TURE ñ SHOP

2003 Chevrolet Venture
Minivan. Cast Iron Bull-

dog. 
Grandfather Clock. 8
Track Stereo/ Record

Player. Glider Rocker w/
Ottoman. 3 Cushion
Sofa. Rocker Recliner.
Metal Patio Set. Bird

Bath. Lawn Cart. Crafts-
man 10î Table Saw.
Craftsman Router w/

Stand. Craftsman Scroll
Saw. Craftsman

Grinder/Sander. Shop,
Hand, and Lawn and

Garden Tools.
OWNER: Rose Fennig

Estate, 
by Dale W Fennig

Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday May 24th,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED:  606 S West-
ern Ave, PORTLAND IN

REAL ESTATE
Real Estate sells at

10:00 AM. 
3 bedroom, 2 bath

Ranch style home con-
taining 1,456 sq ft fin-
ished living area. Home
has central air, newer
roof, 1 car attached

garage, 12x20 ft utility
shed/shop. Home is in
move-in condition. 

Open House: Sunday
May 11th 1-3 PM, or for
private showing phone

auctioneers.
VEHICLES ñ JEWELRY
ñ ANTIQUES ñ SHOP 
2007 Kia Rondo EX V6
w/ 196,000 miles. Rem-
ington Score Master 511
22 cal Bolt. 1932 Bryant
Owls Gold 14k Class

Ring. JayCees 10k Gold
Ring. 1972 JayCees

Gold Pins. Scottish Rite
10k Gold Ring w/ Dia-
mond.  Lions Club Silver

Necklace. Shriner,
Masonic, and Scottish
Rite Memorabilia.

Howdy Duty Puppet.
22K Gold Overlay Dish-
ware. Stained Glass and

other Tiffany Style
Lamps. Mantel Clocks. .
Hummels Coat Rack.
Miniatures and Fig-
urines. . Portable Air
Compressor. Bench

Model Drill Press. Wood
Clamps. Wood Lathe
Knives. Poulan Chain-
saw. Battery Powered
Weed Eater. Large Lot
of: Shop, Hand, and

Lawn and Garden Tools. 
OWNER: Richard B

Frank
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANTED   

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN   

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT   

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, distri-
bution, offices, inside and
outdoor storage. Easy
access to major high-
ways and railroad access
with loading docks and
overhead cranes avail-
able. Contact Sycamore
Group, 419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS   

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage

Page 8 Classifieds The Commercial Review
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities

√
Out
The 
CR

Classifieds

www.thecr.com

40 NOTICES 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR

 SUBSCRIBE 
TO THE

COMMERCIAL 
REVIEW

up to 
49% off  

Newsstand  prices
Subscribe at 
thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at 620 N Pierce Street, Portland Indiana on Saturday Morning

MAY 24, 2025 
9:30 A.M.

REAL ESTATE
3 Bedroom manufactured home with approximately 1400 square feet of living
area sitting on concrete crawl space.  This 1994 home features 2 full bathrooms,
gas forced air furnace, central air, metal roof, and attached carport with
approximately 736 square feet.  This home is situated on a 136’ x 173’ corner lot
which is equivalent to 3 city lots.     Property also has 2 outdoor storage sheds.
This home is located at the east end of Portland near the Jay County Fairgrounds
which allows you to live in the city limits while enjoying the rural sitting.   
Terms of sale are 10% nonrefundable deposit day of auction and balance within
45 days.       Seller to furnish Owners Title Insurance and Warranty Deed.  Buyers
will assume taxes due and payable in November 2025 and thereafter.   Any
inspections must be made prior to auction date and will be at the buyers expense.
Any statements made day of auction will take precedence over printed matter.
For more information or private showing contact GARY LOY, AUCTIONEER
at (260) 726-5160 or KIM LOY, REAL ESTATE BROKER at (260) 729-2213.

SUV – MOWER – GOLF CART
2013 Buick Encore Premium Wagon 4 door SUV, VIN #
KL4CJHSB6DB197428.   This Subcompact SUV is clean and only has 126,803
miles.    Dixon 13 hp zero turn mower with 38” deck; 2017 Yamaha electric golf
cart with roof, windshield and batteries were new in 2024.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS – OLD ITEMS - TOOLS
Amana side by side refrigerator; Whirlpool stack washer & dryer; French
Provincial 2 pc. full size bedroom suit; Blonde Oak 3 pc. full size bedroom suit;
Oak modern flat door cupboard; Oak modern lighted china hutch; (2) Lazy Boy
recliners; curio cabinet; swivel rocker; glider rocker; Panasonic microwave;
Emerson flatscreen TV; kitchen table with 3 chairs; Philipps DVD player; dining
room table with 2 extra boards and 2 chairs; bakers rack; end tables; lamps;
pictures; doll head planters; Milk White; bedding; weather vane globes; canes;
glass baskets; Christmas decorations; Carnival plates; towels; Roseville pitcher;
Copper Lustre pitchers; Sterling spoons; Arlen “Maple Leaf” set of china; Tiara
decanter with glasses and tray; brass bells; Tiara plates; Jukebox radio; beer
steins; Santa figurines; Corning Ware; pie plates; toaster; can opener; Mr Coffee;
flatware; utensils; baking pans; linens; glass top patio table; bird bath; cement
urns and figures; wood and aluminum step ladders; yard tools; lawn cart; fan;
wheelchair; battery charger; Speedway Series air compressor; tool box; sockets;
screwdrivers; pliers; wrenches; and other items not listed.  

ELDON MILLER, DECEASED
And  ROWENA MILLER, DECEASED

LOY AUCTION   AC31600027
AUCTIONEERS

Gary Loy   AU 01031608   
Travis Theurer    AU11200131 

Aaron Loy  AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata AU12400069

CR 5-17-2025

PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED: 606 S Western Ave, Portland Indiana 

SATURDAY MAY 24TH, 2025
10:00 A.M. 

REAL ESTATE
Real Estate sells at 10:00 AM. 

3 bedroom, 2 bath Ranch style home containing
1,456 sq ft finished living area. Home has central
air, newer roof, 1 car attached garage, 12x20 ft
utility shed/shop. Home is in move-in condition. 
Open House: Sunday May 11th 1-3 PM, or for
private showing phone auctioneers.
VEHICLES – JEWELRY – ANTIQUES – SHOP 
2006 Cadillac DTS with Northstar V8 Engine w/
128,000 miles. 2007 Kia Rondo EX V6 w/ 196,000
miles. Remington Score Master 511 22 cal Bolt.
1932 Bryant Owls Gold 14k Class Ring. JayCees
10k Gold Ring. 1972 JayCees Gold Pins. Scottish
Rite 10k Gold Ring w/ Diamond. Gold Tie Tack w/
Diamond. 10k Gold Eastern Star Ring. Gold
Christie’s Watch Fob. Money Clip w/ Silver Coin
Inlay. Lions Club Silver Necklace. Shriner,
Masonic, and Scottish Rite Memorabilia.
Commemorative Jewelry of all Kinds. Old Compass
w/ Box. Wood Box with Cherry Inlay. Large lot of
eyeglass frames. Howdy Duty Puppet. 22K Gold
Overlay Dishware. Oak Curved Glass Cabinet.
Wooden High Chair. Oak Wash Stand. Marvel Top
Wash Stand. Drop-Front Secretary. Floor Lamp.
Stained Glass and other Tiffany Style Lamps.
Mantel Clocks. Pictures and Frames. Ringling
Brothers, Barnum and Bailey Pictures. Old Toys.
Primitive Tool Display. JFK Busk. 2 Wooden
Rockers. Wingback Chair. Hummels Coat Rack.
Miniatures and Figurines. 5 Drawer Dresser. Marble
top Patio Stand. 2 Corner Cabinets. Roll Top Desk.
3 Patio Rockers. Indian Décor. Sofa. Washer and
Dryer. Hier Mini Fridge. Rainbow Sweeper. Small
Kitchen Appliances. Portable Air Compressor.
Bench Model Drill Press. Walter Turner 10” Table
Saw. B&D Radial Arm Saw. Atlas Scroll Saw.
Router and Table. Sander. Wood Clamps. Wood
Lathe Knives. Poulan Chainsaw. Battery Powered
Weed Eater. Large Lot of: Shop, Hand, and Lawn
and Garden Tools. 

NOTE: Check Auctionsoft and 
AuctionZip for more photos.

TERMS: Cash with 10% Down 
at the Auction, balance upon closing. 

TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY: CASH –
GOOD CHECK – CREDIT CARD 

OWNER: Richard B Frank
STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD

SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING 
AND REAL ESTATE 

AC31800004
Pete D. Shawver    Zane Shawver

Lic# AU19700040       Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587      260-729-2229

More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com 
CR 5-10,17 RB 5-13,20 NT 5-7,14 NG 5-9,16-
2025

Public Notice
Alcohol & Tobacco 

Commission
LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

The Alcohol Beverage Board
of Jay County, Indiana will
hold a public hearing at 11:00
am on May 27, 2025 at the City
Council Chambers, 1616 N.
Franklin Street,  1616 N.
Franklin St. in the city of Port-
land in said county, to investi-
gate the propriety of holding
an alcoholic beverage permit
by the applicants listed herein
to wit:

RR3834684 Beer Wine &
Liquor Restaurant (209)
RENEWAL
Portland Golf Club, LLC 124
West 200 South  Portland IN
D/B/A PORTLAND GOLF
CLUB

CR 5-17-2025-HSPAXLP
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Box score
Heritage Patriots

vs. Jay County Patriots

Heritage (13-7, 3-1 ACAC)
ab r h bi

Fuller p 2 1 1 0
Cain ss 3 0 0 0
James cf 3 0 2 1
Washington 1b 2 0 1 0

Bickel pr 0 0 0 0
Buuck rf 3 0 1 0
Martin c 2 0 1 0

Renninger cr 0 0 0 0
Hirschy lf 2 0 0 0
O’shghnssy dp 2 0 0 0
Shipp 2b 1 0 0 0
Totals 20 1 6 1

Jay County (16-2, 4-2 ACAC)
ab r h bi

Ruble ss 2 1 1 0
Missicano cf 2 2 2 0
Lykins c 2 1 1 3

Brown cr 0 1 0 0
Shimp 1b 3 2 2 3
Winner p 2 1 2 0

Garrett cr 0 1 0 0
Trinidad 2b 3 1 2 3
Bice rf 3 0 1 1
May dp 3 0 0 0
Romine 3b 3 1 2 0
Totals 23 11 13 10

Heritage 100 00X X — 1
Jay Co. 541 1XX X — 11

LOB — Heritage 7, Jay County 4.
2B — Jay County 1 (Winner). HR
— Jay County 3 (Lykins, Shimp,
Trinidad). SB — Jay County 4 (Mis-
sicano 2, Ruble, Winner).

IP H R ER BB SO
Heritage
Fuller 4 13 11 10 3 6

Jay County
Winner 5 6 1 1 3 6
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Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Girls tennis at Lapel Invi-
tational – 9 a.m.; Softball at Argyll Invita-
tional – 10 a.m.; Baseball doubleheader
vs. Winchester – 3 p.m.; JV track at Hunt-
ington North Invitational – 11 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball at
Arcanum – 11 a.m.; JV baseball vs.
Arcanum – 11 a.m.

Portland Rockets vs. South Bend Roy-
als – 5 p.m.

Sunday
Portland Rockets vs. South Bend Roy-

als – 1 p.m.

Monday
Jay County — Baseball vs. Delta – 5

p.m.; Girls tennis vs. Alexandria-Monroe –
5 p.m.; Junior high golf vs. Daleville – 4:30
p.m.; Junior high baseball vs. Adams Cen-
tral – 5 p.m.; Junior High softball at Black-
ford – 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Girls track sectional at

Delta – 5 p.m.; Baseball at Blackford – 5
p.m.; JV baseball vs. Adams Central – 5
p.m.; Junior high golf at Monroe Central –
4:30 p.m.; Junior high baseball at Delta –
5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track district prelims
at Piqua – 4 p.m.; Baseball vs. Fort
Loramie – 5 p.m.; Softball district opener
at Tri-County North – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

6:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Emilia
Romagna Grand Prix (ESPN2)

10 a.m. — PGA Championship (ESPN)
11 a.m. — IndyCar: Indy 500 (FS1)
11 a.m. — PGA Championship

(ESPN2)
1 p.m. — PGA Championship (CBS)
1 p.m. — WNBA: Las Vegas Aces at

New York Liberty (ABC)
1 p.m. — UFL: Michigan Panthers at

Houston Roughnecks (FOX)
1:30 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck

Series: NCTS Race at North Wilkesboro
(FS1)

3 p.m. — WNBA: Chicago Sky at Indi-
an Fever (ABC)

3 p.m. — World Athletics Continental
Tour: Atlanta City Games (NBC)

4 p.m. — IndyCar: Indy 500 (FOX)
4 p.m. — PGA Championship (ESPN)
4 p.m. — Horse racing: 150th Preak-

ness Stakes (NBC)
4:05 p.m. — MLB: Washington Nation-

als at Baltimore Orioles (FS1)
6:40 p.m. — MLB: Cleveland

Guardians at Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indi-
ana)

7 p.m. — MLS: Columbus Crew at FC
Cincinnati (FS1)

7:15 p.m. — MLB: Minnesota Twins at
Milwaukee Brewers (FOX)

9:30 p.m. — MLS: Portland Timbers at
Seattle Sounders (FS1)

10 p.m. — WNBA: Seattle Storm at
Phoenix Mercury (ABC)

10 p.m. — USL Championship soccer:
Sacramento Republic at Las Vegas Lights
(FOX)

Sunday
7 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Ever-

ton at Southampton (USA)
9 a.m. — Formula 1: Emilia Romagna

Grand Prix (ESPN2)
9:15 a.m. — Premier League soccer:

West Ham United at Nottingham Forest
(USA)

10 a.m. — PGA Championship (ESPN)
11 a.m. — PGA Championship

(ESPN2)
11:30 a.m. — Premier League soccer:

Arsenal FC at Newcastle United (USA)
12 p.m. — UFL: Arlington Renegades

at D.C. Defenders (ABC)
1 p.m. — PGA Championship (CBS)
1:40 p.m. — MLB: Cleveland

Guardians at Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indi-
ana)

2 p.m. — NHRA: Route 66 NHRA
Nationals (FS1)

3:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Denver
Nuggets at Oklahoma City Thunder (ABC)

3:30 p.m. — College track and field:
B1G Outdoor Track & Field Championships
(BTN)

4 p.m. — IndyCar: Indy 500 (FOX)
5 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series:

NASCAR All-Star Open (FS1)
7:10 p.m. — MLB: New York Mets at

New York Yankees (ESPN)

Monday
1 p.m. — IndyCar: Indy 500 (FOX)
3 p.m. — Premier League soccer:

Brighton & Hove Albion at Liverpool FC
(USA)

6:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds vs.
Pittsburgh Pirates (FDSN Indiana)

8 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: New York
Knicks at Boston Celtics (TNT)

Tuesday
3 p.m. — Premier League soccer:

Manchester City at AFC Bournemouth
(USA)

6:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds vs.
Pittsburgh Pirates (FDSN Indiana)

6:45 p.m. — MLB: New York Mets at
Boston Red Sox (TBS)

8:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Golden
State Warriors at Minnesota Timberwolves
(ESPN)

Local notes
Registration open

Registration for the 35th annual Flat
50 Plus bicycle ride in Adams County is
now open. To register, visit
RunSignUp.com.

There are rides ranging from 20 to
100 miles long.

The event will be held at 7 a.m.
Saturday, June 21. It will start at
Bellmont High School and will have
stops in Willshire, Geneva and Monroe
with refreshments.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 10
That win broke the season win

record of  13 set by her sister,
Jackie Homan, in 2019.

Homan did even more work
for Fort Recovery (12-9) in the
game as she drove in three runs

on three hits. She singled in the
top of  the first inning to plate
Emma Will — the senior scored
two runs, tying Brenna Homan
at 109 career runs scored — and
get up on Ansonia (12-11) early. 

In the sixth inning, Homan

drove in Will and Layla Arm-
strong on a single or center field.

The other Tribe run came on a
hit by Kayla Heitkamp in the
third inning that allowed
Homan to touch home plate.

The Indians will have four

days to rest before they travel to
Tri-County North (16-9) on Tues-
day to take on the second-seeded
Panthers in the district semifi-
nal at 5 p.m. The winner will
advance to Friday’s champi-
onship game.

Continued from page 10
The showcase will take place

on June 12 at Ben Davis High
School and is expected to include
132 high school girls basketball
players from around the state
that aren’t graduating in 2025.

The showcase will all happen
in one session, beginning at 12:30
p.m. with an expected finishing
time around 6 p.m. The event is
open to the public with a $5
admission fee.

The event is also occurring
during the NCAA’s “scholastic
viewing period,” allowing Divi-
sion I coaches to attend.

Glessner leads
MARION — The Jay County

Junior High School seventh
grade baseball team picked up a
9-5 victory over McCullough on
Thursday.

Jaylen Brown and Kendel
Glessner led the way for the
Patriots with two RBIs apiece.
Jenson Edwards and Eli Homan
also drove in runs.

McCullough took a 4-3 lead in
the third inning before JCJH
reclaimed it with a three-run
fourth inning. The Patriots
scored three more times in the
sixth to seal the game away.

Glessner earned the win for
Jay County after tossing three
innings and only allowing one
run to score on two hits and three
walks.

Poet, Cooks win
Poet and Cooks Nursery both

picked up wins in Portland Jun-
ior League Rookie baseball
action on Thursday. Poet took
down Barnetts 16-1, while Cooks
Nursery topped Matt’s Garage
11-9.

Leading the way for Poet were
James Bruggeman, Kalloway
Gary, Marshall Hemmelgarn,
Nolan Homan and Landon Min-
nich, all with three hits apiece.

Powering Barnetts’ offense
were Adam Brunnemer and Dax
Davis with two hits each.

Griffin Halfner drove in five
runs for Cooks on just two hits.
Steven Robins and Kayden Alber-
son plated a pair each as well
with five hits between them.

Parker Eley led Matt’s Garage
as he drove in three runs. Jack
Huelskamp also put together a
solid day, going 3-for-3 at the
plate.

Barnett powers
Madden Barnett had his hands

all over Lions Club’s 12-4 victory
against Southern Thunder in
Portland Junior League Willie
Mayes baseball on Thursday.

Barnett led the team with
three hits, a double and two sin-
gles, while driving in two runs.
He was also the winning pitcher.

Chett Childress followed him
up with a double and an RBI,
while Drew Lingo smacked two
singles and Landyon Wright had
one.

Corbin Hutzler led Southern
Thunder with a single.

Local ...

Homan ...

Continued from page 10
Jay County (16-2, 4-2 ACAC)

slipped up early, allowing Her-
itage (13-7, 3-1 ACAC) to get on the
board first. Danica Fuller led the
game off  with a single to center
field and advanced to second base
on a groundout by Libby Cain.
Abriyah James pushed her own
single up the middle to drive
Fuller in for the first run of  the
game.

Avi Washington produced one
more single to left field that Dako-
ta Chowning cut off  to hold the
runners up before Mallory Win-
ner ended the inning with back-
to-back strikeouts.

After the early inning mishap,
Winner took over the game, not
allowing Heritage to score again.

“Tonight’s senior night and
this is one of  my last games,”
Winner said. “I’m not going to
step back on this field after this
season, so I told myself, ‘Just have
fun with it and do your best. No
matter the outcome, you’re a good
player.’”

She sat down the HHS hitters

in order in the second inning. She
gave up three hits and two walks
over the next two innings, but got
some key defensive stops from
seniors who haven’t been regular
staples of  the JCHS lineup
throughout the year.

Winner recorded the first out
of  the third inning by firing a
ground ball to shortstop Brenna
Ruble at second base to get the
lead runner. Two batters later, she
got Washington to hit a sharp
ground ball to senior third base-
man Zoe Romine, who stepped on
the bag at third base before send-
ing the ball to Jozey Shimp at
first for an inning-ending double
play.

In the fourth, Winner gave up
consecutive hits to Lucy Buuck
and Sydney Martin before strik-
ing a pair out. The senior pitcher
walked Hadlee Shipp on four
pitches to load the bases. Fuller
sent the next pitch out to Chown-
ing, a senior left fielder, who had
to range over about 15 feet to
make the inning-ending catch.

“Really proud of  the seniors

and their effort tonight,”
Arbuckle said. “Dakota made
two really nice plays in left field
… Zoe Romine played phenome-
nal at third base tonight with a
double play and two hits.”

Winner gave up a walk in the
final inning, but otherwise
breezed through the inning to
finish off  Heritage. She ended
the game with six strikeouts,
while allowing one run on six
hits and three walks.

The Jay County offense was
firing on all cylinders as well, as
it only needed four batters to
take the lead. Brenna Ruble
opened the game with a fly out to
right field before Morgan Missi-
cano hit Fuller with a come-
backer for a single. Jaelynn
Lykins followed with a single
and Chloe Brown came in as a
courtesy runner. Shimp then
delivered a single to left field to
plate the pair.

Two pitches later, Winner hit a
shallow fly ball to right field that
dropped in for a single. Carley
Trinidad came to the plate and

watched one pitch before send-
ing a ball over the fence in center
field.

“We just waited for our pitch
to hit and executed it really
well,” said Trinidad, who hit her
first varsity home run. “I was
looking for an inside pitch
because that’s my best pitch to
hit. It felt great because I’ve been
waiting for that for a long time
and have gotten so close, but it
finally happened.”

While that was it for Jay Coun-
ty’s offense in the first inning,
they came back for four more
runs in the second. Romine
opened the frame with a hard-hit
ball to third base for a single. A
sacrifice bunt by Ruble and a
Missicano walk put two runners
on with one out. Lykins followed
in Trinidad’s steps with a three-
run home run to left center field.
Two pitches later, Shimp blasted
her own home run off  the score-
board.

JCHS scored one more run in
the third and fourth innings on
an error and a single by Ava Bice.

Momentum ...
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Brenna Ruble of Jay County lays down a sacrifice bunt during the Patriots’ win Thursday
over Heritage. She also scored once as JCHS improved to 16-2.
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Sports
Saturday, May 17, 2025

More Indian softball
records fell Thursday,
see story below

Jay baseball hosts
Winchester today,
see Sports on tap

ANSONIA, Ohio —
Jenna Homan has already
put together an impressive
career as she took over as
the career strikeouts leader
on May 10.

Five days later, she wrote
her name in the record
books two more times.

Homan broke a pair of
records in the circle on
Thursday as she helped
lead the Fort Recovery
High School softball team
to a 4-2 victory over the
Ansonia Tigers in the regu-
lar season finale.

The first record she
broke in the game came in

the bottom of  the fourth
inning. As she sat down
Avalyn Loche for her fifth
strikeout of  the game,
Homan surpassed Andi
Sutter for the single-season
strikeout record. Sutter set
the previous record in 2010
with a mark of  142 strike-
outs. Homan sat three more
Tigers down to elevate her
season total to 146 with at
least one more game to play.

Along with the eight
strikeouts, Homan went the
distance, giving up two
runs on five hits and two
walks to earn the win.

See Homan page 9

FR’s Homan
breaks marks

Three runs in the sixth
tied the game and three
more in the seventh gave
the opponents a lead.

But the home team had
the answer with four runs
in the bottom half  for the
walk-off  win.

Leighton Brown deliv-
ered the winning blow for
the Jay
County
High
School
baseball
team as it took down the
Heritage Patriots 11-10 on
Thursday.

Jay County (9-10, 4-2
Allen County Athletic
Conference) trailed HHS
(13-5, 2-3 ACAC) by three
runs heading into the final
inning.

Carter Fugiett opened
the frame with a single
before Joe Geesaman went
down on strikes. Gavin
Byrum and Aiden Phillips
both reached base on
errors to load the bases.
Grant Wendel drove the
first run in on a single
before Brady Jetmore’s
single tied the game at 10-
10. Drew Schemenaur
walked to load the bases
before Brown sent a ball to
center field, allowing for
Wendel to score on the sac-
rifice fly to end the game.

Geesaman finished as
Jay County’s offensive
leader with four RBIs on
two home runs.

A.J. Myers picked up the
win after throwing the
final two innings.

Walked off
WAPAKONETA, Ohio —

The Fort Recovery base-
ball team couldn’t finish
off  Wapakoneta as it gave
up five runs in the seventh
inning before getting
walked off  in the 10th
inning 10-9 on Thursday.

The Indians (14-7) had a
strong fourth inning, in
which they scored five
runs, to build a 9-4 advan-
tage on Wapakoneta (14-3)
for its final half  inning.
The Tribe couldn’t hold on
as three hits, a sacrifice
fly, an error and a hit bat-
ter lead to five runs.

The winning run came
unearned for WHS as
Daron Houser reached on
an error to open the 10th
inning. Preston Hinkle fol-
lowed with a single before
Caden Homan recorded a
pair of  outs. But Jarrett
Mullen ended the game
right there with a double
to drive in Houser.

Brodie Hart led FRHS
with a trio of  RBIs on two
hits. Caden Grisez added
three hits and three runs.

DeHoff leads
Cody DeHoff  led a trio

of  scores in the low 40s for
the Jay County boys golf
team Thursday in a 174-
184 victory over the visit-
ing South Adams
Starfires.

DeHoff  led the Patriots
with a 41 at Portland Golf
Club, including pars on
each of  the final four holes
of  the front nine. He also
had pars on the third and
four holes, both par 4s.

Griffin Byrum followed
one stroke behind DeHoff
with a 42, and Tucker Grif-
fin shot a 44. Dawson
Goldsworthy completed
the JCHS team score with
a 47.

Isaac Homan’s 49 did not
factor into the team total.

The Patriots won the
junior varsity match 204-
234.

Expected to play
Jay County’s Hallie

Schwieterman was listed
as a player expected to par-
ticipate in the 23rd Indi-
ana Basketball Coaches
Association/IHSAA Top
100 Underclassment Show-
case on Wednesday.

See Local page 9

Brown
delivers
winner
against
Heritage

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

The Patriots from Portland
have had some missteps in Allen
County Athletic Conference play
this year, falling to a pair of
ranked teams.

The Patriots representing Mon-

roeville had better luck, starting
the season 3-0 in the ACAC with a
win over Class 2A No. 5 South
Adams.

After giving up a run in the
first inning, Portland's team
looked like it might suffer a simi-
lar fate to the northern Patriots,

but an offensive explosion turned
that around really quickly.

The Jay County High School
softball team didn’t let the early
run bother them as they beat the
Heritage Patriots 11-1 in five
innings on Thursday.

“At this point in the season, it’s

a great win and a great momen-
tum builder,” said JCHS coach
Doug Arbuckle. “They’re a quali-
ty team with a quality pitcher and
to come out and beat her up like
we did is just a great feeling for us
moving ahead.”

See Momentum page 9

Jay County High
School third baseman
Zoe Romine begins to
fire the ball to first base
after recording the initial
force out herself as part
of a double play to end
the third inning against
the Heritage Patriots on
Thursday afternoon.
Romine collected two
hits in her first start of
the season as JCHS
beat Heritage 11-1 in
five innings.

Momentum win
Jay County wins battle of conference’s Patriots

to improve to 16-2 as sectional tourney approaches

Local
roundup
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