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Second Harvest Food Bank
will host tailgate food distribu-
tions this week:

•Wednesday  at Redkey Mor-
gan Park, 102 W. Holmes Ave.,
Redkey

•Thursday at Muncie Mall,
3401 N. Granville Ave.

•Friday at Goodrich Park,
701 N. Union St., Winchester

All tailgates begin at 10 a.m.

Wednesday — Coverage of
next week’s Jay School Board
meeting.

Thursday — Results from
the JCHS girls track team in the
sectional meet.

Friday — Details from this
week’s Portland Board of  Avia-
tion meeting.

In review Coming up

Richard Paxson, 75,
Bryant

Merl Poling, 95, Warsaw
Details on page 2.

Deaths Weather
Jay County had a high tem-

perature of  70 degrees Sunday.
The low was 53.

Tonight’s forecast calls for
rain with a low in the mid 50s
and winds gusting to 25 miles
per hour. Showers are also
expected Wednesday with tem-
peratures in the mid 50s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

FORT WAYNE — A for-
mer Dunkirk police officer
has been accused of  rape.

Conner W. Esmond, 28,
was charged in Allen Supe-
rior Court 5 on Friday with
a Level 3 felony for rape
when the victim has verbal-
ly or otherwise refused.

An initial hearing was
scheduled for today.

Esmond allegedly had
sex with a woman in Fort
Wayne despite being told
“no” several times on June
4, 2023.

A Bluffton resident, he
previously worked for
Dunkirk Police Depart-
ment starting near the end
of  2022. He was fired from
the department last year.

According to a probable
cause affidavit filed in the
case, the woman told police
she met Esmond on dating
application Bumble in
December 2022 or January
2023. They lost contact for
six to seven months before
Esmond reached out again
and asked to hang out
together. The woman invit-
ed him to her home in Fort
Wayne on June 4, 2023.

She told police Esmond
began to kiss and touch her,
progressing to him taking
her clothes off. She said she
told Esmond “no” multiple
times but he continued and
penetrated her, court docu-
ments say. She said they
watched television before
she asked Esmond to take
her to buy an emergency
contraceptive. He took her
to the store, where she pur-
chased Plan B One-Step.
Esmond dropped her off
and left, court documents
say.

See Warrant page 2

Esmond
accused of

rape in
Allen
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Warrant
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for a
former
officer

One more time

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Mara Wenning gets a hug following Fort Recovery High School’s graduation ceremony Sunday afternoon. FRHS
said goodbye to 77 graduates, with principal Ryan Steinbrunner encouraging them to take advantage and appreciate each
“one more time” that comes along in their lives.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY — They
will become collegians, farm-
ers, Coast Guard recruits and a
variety of  other descriptors.

On Sunday, they entered Fort
Site Fieldhouse as Fort Recov-
ery High School students just
one more time.

Principal Ryan Steinbrunner

encouraged the Class of  2025 to
be thankful for the moments
like final moments together as a
group Sunday for the celebra-
tion of  their graduation.

“This may be the last time
you’re all together like this,” he
said before thanking the gradu-
ates for allowing all those in
attendance to share the moment
with them. “So let the spirit of

‘just one more time’ guide you
in gratitude, in effort and in
love.”

Steinbrunner asked the stu-
dents to be grateful for each “one
more time” they experience.

Salutatorian Anna Roessner
followed a similar theme in her
speech following remarks from
valedictorian Kennedy Muh-
lenkamp.

“Today, I advise you all to
think back on your memories,”
she said. “Take a moment to
reflect on your first memory of
high school, or your favorite
memory.”

She asked them to think
about the prospect of  playing
hide and seek alone.

Empty house.
See One more page 2

Fort Recovery High School graduates are
encouraged to appreciate the moments in life

By JANE NORMAN
States Newsroom
statesnewsroom.org

WASHINGTON — For-
mer President Joe Biden
has been diagnosed with
“a more aggressive form”
of  prostate cancer, accord-
ing to a statement from his
office on Sunday.

The statement said
Biden, 82, last week was
seen for a new finding of  a
prostate nodule after expe-
riencing increasing uri-
nary symptoms. “On Fri-
day, he was diagnosed
with prostate cancer, char-
acterized by a Gleason
score of  9 (Grade group 5)
with metastasis to the
bone,” the statement said.

“While this represents a
more aggressive form of
the disease, the cancer
appears to be hormone-
sensitive which allows for
effective management,” it
continued. “The President
and his family are review-
ing treatment options
with his physicians.”

The New York Times
had reported on May 12
that a few days earlier, a

“small nodule” was dis-
covered on Biden’s
prostate that required
“further evaluation,”
according to a spokesman.

According to the Nation-
al Cancer Institute,
prostate cancer is slow-
growing, the second lead-
ing cause of  cancer death
among men in the United
States and the most com-
mon cancer.

Statements of  support
immediately began pour-
ing in on Sunday as word
spread of  the diagnosis.

“Doug and I are sad-
dened to learn of  Presi-
dent Biden’s prostate can-
cer diagnosis,” his former
vice president and the 2024
Democratic nominee,

Kamala Harris, said on
X. “We are keeping him,
Dr. Biden, and their entire
family in our hearts and
prayers during this time.
Joe is a fighter — and I
know he will face this
challenge with the same
strength, resilience, and
optimism that have always
defined his life and leader-
ship. We are hopeful for a
full and speedy recovery.”

“Melania and I are sad-
dened to hear about Joe
Biden’s recent medical
diagnosis,” President Don-
ald Trump wrote on social
media. “We extend our
warmest and best wishes
to Jill and the family, and
we wish Joe a fast and suc-
cessful recovery.”

Biden diagnosed

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Carson’s craft 
Carson Richards, 7, paints a bird house Saturday at Arts

Place during the Arch Bridge Festival on Main Street in Portland. Arch
Bridge Kroozers set up their annual car show Saturday along the street
and around Jay County Courthouse, and vendors set up stations on the
street just east of Meridian Street (U.S. 27).

Former president has
a ‘more aggressive form’

of prostate cancer



Auto theft
A Portland woman was

sentenced to jail for auto
theft.

Desiree N. Walker, 31,
1237 N. U.S. 27, Portland,
pleaded guilty in Jay
Superior Court to auto
theft, a Level 6 felony.

She was sentenced to
one year in Jay County
Jail with all but 180 days
suspended and given 166
days credit for time
served. 

Walker was fined $1,
assessed $189 in court
costs and placed on pro-
bation for 185 days.

Unlawful possession
A Ridgeville woman

was sentenced to time in
jail for possessing a
syringe.

Emili A. Smith, 25, 112
W. Third St., Ridgeville,

pleaded guilty in Jay
Superior Court to unlaw-
ful possession of  a
syringe, a Level 6 felony. 

Smith was sentenced to

180 days in Jay County
Jail and given 180 days
credit for time served. 

She was assessed $189
in court costs.
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Thank You
The family of Ruthie Fifer wanted to say 

thank you and to show appreciation 
of all family and friends who came to 
the viewing and service of Ruthie, and 

everyone for comforting our family 
during this hard time, we aslo would 

like to thank heart to heart hospice for 
the great job they did, and the amazing 
service from Williamson, Spencer and 

Penron funeral home in Portland.

Tuesday
Smuts, Randy: 2 p.m.,

Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

Wednesday
Paxson, Richard: 11 a.m.,

Walker & Glancy Funeral Home,
109 W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Poling, Merl: Titus Funeral
Home, 2000 Sheridan St., War-
saw.

May 24
Runyon, Victoria: 1 p.m.,

Griffen Road Chruch of Christ,
14550 Griffen Road, Southwest
Ranches, Florida.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
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Richard Paxson
June 5, 1949-May 17, 2025

Richard “Dick” Paxson, 75, of
Bryant, Indiana, passed away Satur-
day morning, May 17, 2025, at
Bluffton Regional Medical Center,
surrounded by his family.

He was born June 5, 1949, to Carl
and Mabel (Hesher) Paxson. Dick
lived most of  his life
in the Pennville area
of  Penn Township,
Jay County, Indiana.
He graduated from
Pennville High School
in 1967 and Purdue
University with a
degree in education. 

Dick married Betty
Myers in 1972. He
served in the Indiana, Maryland and
Michigan National Guard for six
years. 

He taught agriculture at Chopti-
con High School in Maryland and
Ross Beauty High School in Michi-
gan before returning home to Jay
County, where he worked in banking
and financial services with Citizens
Bank and later with Edward Jones,
where he managed the Montpelier
office for 20 years. Dick was a mem-
ber of  the Gilead Church in Bryant,
where he served as a trustee, and
was formerly active in the Montpe-
lier Chamber of  Commerce and
Kiwanis Club. He also served several
years on the Jay County REMC
board of  directors.

Dick enjoyed hunting, fishing,
camping, riding bikes and spending
time with his family, especially his
grandchildren. He was an avid Pur-
due University basketball fan and
had a deep-rooted passion for farm-
ing. 

He is survived by his wife, Betty
Paxson of  Bryant, Indiana; sons
Mathew (Beckie) Paxson and
Michael Paxson; daughter Brenda
(Scott) Benter; grandchildren Sarah
(Justin) Penrod, Conner (Kinsey)
Benter, Abigail Benter, Courtney
Benter, Kyler Paxson, Sadie Paxson
and Danielle (Cody) Thompson; and
great-granddaughters Paislee Keen
and Hazel Jane Penrod. He is also
survived by his sister Donna
(Robert) Bense; and brothers
Edward (Mara) Paxson, Max (Tina)
Paxson, and William (Tracy) Paxson,
of  Bryant, Indiana.

He was preceded in death by his

parents; sister, Connie Michael; and
brothers, David Paxson and Ray Pax-
son.

Family and friends may gather to
share and remember at Walker &
Glancy Funeral Home, located at 109
W. Windsor St., Montpelier, on Tues-
day, May 20, 2025, from 2 to 8 p.m.
Funeral services will be held at 11
a.m. on Wednesday, with Pastor
Mitch Corwin officiating. Friends
may call one hour prior to the serv-
ice. Burial will follow in the Twin
Hill I.O.O.F Cemetery in Pennville.

Memorial contributions may be
made to Gilead Church, c/o Betty
Paxson, 7351 W. State Road 18,
Bryant, IN 47326.

Arrangements have been entrust-
ed to Walker & Glancy Funeral
Home in Montpelier. 

Merl L. Poling
March 24, 1930-May 15, 2025

Merl Leroy Poling, 95, of  Warsaw,
Indiana, passed away with his sons
by his side on Thursday, May 15,
2025, in Warsaw.

Merl was born on March 23, 1930,
to Ralph and Letha (Lea) Poling in
Portland, Indiana. He
had a sister, Kather-
ine (William) Stoker.
He attended Portland
High School before he
enlisted in the U.S.
Navy from 1948 to 1952
during the Korean
War. Following his
military career, he
worked for United
Telephone Company from 1952 to
1988 and retired there. While there,
he started as a lineman and ended as
a supervisor.

He lived on Chapman Lake for 59
years and wintered in either Laguna
Beach, California, or Orange Beach,
Alabama. He enjoyed anything out-
doors, from bicycling to paddle boat-
ing. He would clean up trash from
the Lake, one beer can at a time. He
used to give his grandkids the
“grand tour” around the lake on his
boat. He was an incredible wood-
worker and builder. He loved to
spend any extra time with his com-
panion, Polly, traveling or dancing. 

He was very proud of  his military
career and worked on the landing
ship tank USS 1153 (USS Talbot
County) as a Machinist Mate 3rd
(MM3). He was a member of  the

Saint Peter’s United Church of
Christ in South Bend, the Moose
Lodge, IBEW (International Brother-
hood of  Electrical Workers) and was
also a member of  the American
Legion for 75 years. He was a man of
many talents and always had a great
story to tell.

Merl (Papp as he was known by
family) was blessed to be loved by so
many including his companion, life
partner and best friend, Polly A
Hooker of  South Bend, Indiana; sons
Steve Poling and Mark (Tracey
Brown Grose) Poling both of  War-
saw; grandchildren Amie (Zach) Nel-
son, Amanda (Jason) Waddle, Mark
B. (Amanda) Poling and Kara (Ben)
Grubbs, all of  Warsaw, and Brice
(Stephanie) Poling of  Plymouth. In
addition, Merl is survived by 16
great-grandchildren, Reed, Grady,
Darline and Waldo Nelson, Kanton,
Claire and Lyla Jane Waddle, Corbin
Poling, Dylan, Tinley and Chevy
Grubbs, and Steven, Harrison,
David, Kate and Jace Poling. Also
loved as his own were Patrick (Mar-
sha, Danika and Dalton) Hooker of
Broomfield, Colorado, Paula (Tim
and Audrey) Schrieber of  Tucson,
Arizona, and David (Rachael, Maci
and Paul) Sample of  Indianapolis.

Merl was preceded in death by his
parents; a sister; and daughter-in-
law Kay Poling.

A visitation will be from 4 to 8 p.m.
on Tuesday, May 20, 2025, at Titus
Funeral Home, 2000 Sheridan St.,
Warsaw, Indiana. Funeral services in
celebration of  Merl’s life will begin
at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, May 21,
2025, with visitation starting an hour
prior in the funeral chapel with Pas-
tor Tim Kumfer officiating. Burial
services will be held privately for
family only at a later date.

The family kindly requests memo-
rial donations to: American Legion
Post 49, 301 N. Buffalo St., Warsaw, IN
46580, or the Chapman Lakes Conser-
vation Association, P.O. Box 776
,Warsaw, IN 46581-0776.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city of
residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

Obituaries

Paxson

Poling

Continued from page 1
She asked them to imagine

returning from a fifth grade
field trip with no classmates. 

Empty bus.
She asked them to consider

finishing an athletic event with
no teammates or supporters. 

Empty stadium.
All of  those things, she point-

ed out, are made special by
those with whom they are
shared.

“Left alone, we can feel lost in
the darkness,” said Roessner.
“But if  you really think about
it, we aren’t going to miss
recess, sports games or dances.
We are going to miss the people
that brought meaning to these
memories.”

She told her classmates that

life is not meant to be lived
alone. She encouraged them,
though it can be difficult to set
aside pride, to ask for help when
it is needed.

In addition to speeches, Sun-
day’s ceremony included the
presentation of  various special
awards and scholarships to the
77 members of  Fort Recovery
High School’s Class of  2025.
Among them were:

Honors diplomas — Emma
Will, Mara Wenning, Eowyn
Vela, Zach Schoenlein, Ella
Schoen, Benjamin Reinhard,
Karlie Niekamp, Keegan Muh-
lenkamp, Bailie Muhlenkamp,
Joelle Kaup, Ava Grisez, Marlee
Fiely, Ava Englehardt, Kassidy
Dues, Kennedy Muhlenkamp
and Anna Roessner

Athletic keys — Gavin Evers
and Joelle Kaup

Activity keys — Ava Engle-
hardt and Zach Schoenlein

Steinbrunner encouraged
students to hold on a little
tighter to moments in life and to
value the ones that may seem
mundane or repetitive, like
walking through the halls of
their high school.

“What you’ve come to realize
this week, maybe without even
knowing it, is that ‘just one
more time’ isn’t about repeti-
tion,” he said. “It’s about appre-
ciation. It’s about savoring the
moments that matter. It’s about
holding on a little tighter to the
people, the experiences and the
memories that have shaped
you.”

One more ...

Continued from page 1
The woman and Esmond texted

the next day, according to the affi-
davit. She told Esmond she said “no
but it happened anyway.” Esmond
responded, “I’ve been thinking
about it too and I should've 100%
respected your wishes. I had that
made it about sex when I want more
with you, believe me. You probably
think less of  me and hate that. I
wanted to ask you if  you would get

dinner with me tonight. I wanted to
go about doing things with you the
right way because I really do like
you.”

During an interview with police,
Esmond said he initiated a kiss and
the woman kissed him back, so he
reached down to her genital area. He
said he asked if  it was OK and she
said she was not ready “right this
second,” so he stopped and they
returned to watching television.

Esmond told police she later con-
sented to being touched and having
sexual intercourse, saying the
woman never told him to stop or
said no during their time together.

Addressing the text messages,
Esmond said he was trying to “reaf-
firm her feelings” and “trying to
make her feel better,” court docu-
ments say. He said he was telling the
woman what she needed to hear
because she was uncomfortable.

Warrant ...

Felony court news

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Salutatorian Anna Roessner speaks Sunday during
Fort Recovery High School’s graduation ceremony. “If you really
think about it, we aren’t going to miss recess, sports games or
dances,” she told her fellow graduates. “We are going to miss
the people that brought meaning to these memories.”

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works special
meeting, fire station 1616
N. Franklin St.

5 p.m. — Jay County
Redevelopment Commis-
sion, auditorium, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Plan Commission, Com-
munity Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian St., Port-
land.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.62
June corn .................4.64
July corn .................4.66

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.62
June corn ................4.66
July corn..................4.69

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.59
June corn ................4.59
Beans ......................10.66

June beans ............10.71
Wheat ......................4.87

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.54
June corn ................4.54
Beans ......................10.67
June beans ............10.70
Wheat .......................4.76

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.65
June corn ................4.67
Beans ......................10.41
June beans ............10.41
Wheat ......................4.72

In 1498, Vasco da
Gama of  Portugal
became the first Euro-
pean to travel to India by
sea when he arrived at
Calicut, India.

In 1799, Napoleon
Bonaparte ordered the
withdrawal from his
siege of  St. Jean d’Acre
in Egypt.

In 1862, Abraham
Lincoln signed the
Homestead Act, which
provided settlers with
160 acres of  surveyed
public land if  they paid a
filing fee and maintained
continuous residence
there for at least five
years.

In 1873, Levi Strauss
and Jacob Davis received
a patent for using copper
rivets to strengthen
pocket corners and other
points on pants.

In 1891, the first pub-
lic display of  Thomas
Edison’s prototype
kinetoscope was made
to the National Federa-
tion of  Women’s Club.

In 2021, Aaron
Funkhouser (400-meter
dash) and Jean Pieterse
(high jump) earned
regional berths with
top-three finishes in the
sectional meet at
Muncie Central.

In 2022, Jay County
Commissioners select-
ed Bob Howell and
Terry Howell, no rela-
tion, to take over as the
county’s highway
superintendent and
road foreman, respec-
tively, on an interim
basis following the
death of  superintend-
ent Donnie Corn.

— The CR

CR almanac

61/47 58/53 63/43 67/46 67/50
There’s a

70% chance
of thunder-
storms
Wednesday.

Sunday
looks to be
mostly sunny
with highs in
the upper
60s.

Mostly
sunny on Sat-
urday when
the high will
be in the mid
60s.

Thursday
has a 30%
chance of
showers with
highs in the
upper 50s.

Friday looks
to be mostly
sunny with a
slight chance
of rain.

Wednesday
5/21

Thursday
5/22

Friday
5/23

Saturday
5/24

Sunday
5/25

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot:
$134 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$139 million

Hoosier
Sunday
Midday
Daily Three: 5-4-6
Daily Four: 0-6-7-6
Quick Draw: 5-6-9-12-

13-23-30-33-41-43-48-55-59-
64-65-66-72-74-78-80

Evening
Daily Three: 5-4-9
Daily Four: 9-6-2-9
Quick Draw: 1-3-6-8-14-

16-28-29-32-33-43-44-48-49-
52-56-61-62-66-73

Cash 5: 1-21-24-33-36
Estimated jackpot:

$140,000 

Ohio
Sunday
Midday
Pick 3: 0-4-7
Pick 4: 3-5-5-2
Pick 5: 7-9-6-8-4
Evening
Pick 3: 1-0-5
Pick 4: 1-2-2-0
Pick 5: 6-3-2-5-5
Rolling Cash 5: 6-19-20-

35-38
Estimated jackpot:

$140,000



By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

Do hospitals give discounts
for frequent visitors? 

Is there some sort of  punch
card like you get at coffee
shops? Buy five, get the sixth
one free?

Asking for a friend.
Seriously, though. Do they?
My daughter is approaching

14 months old. For the first
eight months of  her life, the
only time she had been in a hos-
pital was when she came into
this world.

She’s been there three times
in the last six months.

And each time, much ado
about nothing.

We were visiting family for
Thanksgiving in November just
outside of  Toledo, Ohio. One
morning while we were hanging
out in the hotel room, Baby
Schanz and I were sitting on one
of  the two beds in our room. I
turned my head for just a sec-
ond, and she decided to dive off
the end of  the bed square onto
her face.

She wailed for a brief
moment and then seemed fine,
only visibly suffering from a
rug burn on her nose.

To be safe, however, we went
to the local emergency room to
get her checked out.

For four hours, doctors spo-
radically monitored to make
sure she wasn’t experiencing
any symptoms of  a head injury.
It was their way to try to avoid
any radiation scans unless they
were absolutely necessary.

Other than the battle scar on
her face, she didn’t show any
signs of  nose-diving off  the bed,
and we were discharged.

Better safe than sorry.
Five months later, just a few

short weeks before our trip to Ire-
land, we visited the emergency
room of  our nearby hospital.

One evening I picked her up
from day care and she seemed to
be breathing laboriously. The
child of  two parents who suffer
from asthma, she’s bound to be
afflicted by the disease, and
being unable to breathe is one
of  my biggest fears.

We kept a close eye on her
briefly but decided not to take
any chances and have the pro-
fessionals decide the best
course of  action.

Again, being unable to
breathe is my No. 1 fear, and I’d
hate for us to be stubborn, not
take her to the hospital, and
then she gets worse.

Three hours in the ER, with
only so much as the respiratory
therapist vacuuming mucus out
of  her nose, we departed for
home.

Made a mountain out of  a
molehill.

Just last week, we were in the
waiting area of  our neighbor-
hood emergency room yet
again.

Our daughter has had no
adverse reactions to food and
has shown no signs of  allergies.

We started cutting her bottles
with whole milk to transition
her away from breastmilk since

the beginning of  April. She took
to it rather quickly with no
issues.

It seems the only thing both-
ering her lately has been an
aggressive diaper rash we’ve
been treating for a solid month
now. Just when we think we’ve
got it beat, it returns with a
vengeance.

Then, in the early afternoon
on Thursday, we got a message
from day care that she had an
issue with a bowel movement.

Chrissy then messaged our
daughter’s physician to ask
their advice, and without hesi-
tation, they told my wife to go to
the ER.

A half  hour later, we’re being
admitted for the second time in
two months.

We took the diaper with the
evidence with us, and as the
attending doctor tested it, he
didn’t see anything alarming.

Just another hullabaloo.
As a stubborn adult, trips to

the hospital have always been a
last resort.

Injury? Rub some dirt on it
and rest. Sinus issues? Wait it
out.

But for my firstborn, I’m not
taking chances. There are peo-
ple who have spent their entire
lives becoming experts in chil-
dren’s health.

I’ll let them tell me when
something’s wrong.

Until then, where can I get
one of  those loyalty cards?

••••••••••
Chris Schanz is a former CR

Sports Editor who might get to
know the local ER staff  on a
first-name basis. Send icebreak-
er questions to
christopher.schanz@gmail.com.

DEAR ABBY: We asked
our 19-year-old college
daughter, “Lulu,” to dog-
sit and housesit several
months ago. She knew our
rule of  no visitors allowed
in our home while we
were out of  town. Because
of  this, we didn’t feel we
needed to prepare the
house by filing mail and
documents away prior to
our short trip.

Lulu had her new
boyfriend of  a few weeks
stay over for the weekend.
She not only allowed this
stranger into our home but
also deceived us for
months. It’s difficult to let
go of  our disappointment
in her poor judgment by
allowing a stranger into
our home with unsecured
documents out in the open. 

Her sexual activities
and consequences are her
“adult” choices, but I’m
not sure when I’ll be able
to trust our daughter
again. She had an opportu-
nity to start building our
trust shortly after we
found out about “the
weekend,” but didn’t take
our consequences and
rules seriously enough
during her school break
and lost access to some
privileges. Yes, she did
start counseling sessions

this past semester. Where
do we go from here? — NO
TRUST IN NEW MEXICO 

DEAR NO TRUST:
Since we now know
Lulu has poor judgment
and lacks respect for
your rules, take away
your house key (if  you
haven’t already), prac-
tice keeping your finan-
cial documents under
lock and key when
you’re not in the house
and hire a dog sitter.
Then, cross your fingers
and hope the counseling
your daughter is receiv-
ing helps her become
more mature and make
better choices. 

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by

Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with
a substance use disorder
that helps individuals
find connections as they
develop long-term recov-
ery meets at noon each
Tuesday in the IU Health
Jay Outpatient Behav-
ioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY PAS-
TORS AND CHAPLAINS
— Meet at 11:30 a.m. on
the third Tuesday of  each
month in the chapel at
Indiana University
Health Jay Hospital.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE —
Will be played at 1 p.m.
each Tuesday. The public
is welcome.

FRIENDS OF JAY
COUNTY LIBRARY —
Will meet at 6 p.m. the

third Tuesday of  each
month at the library.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765)
283-2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of
Richards Restaurant. All
women are invited to
attend. Includes activi-
ties and devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to

noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community
Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-
ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAM-
ILY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evi-
dence-based intervention
for helping families
affected by addiction
meets at 4 p.m. each
Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Cen-
ter, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group
for friends and families
of  alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis
at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday
LAWYERS IN

LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consulta-
tions with a lawyer are
available from 10 a.m. to
noon at Jay County Pub-
lic Library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland. Consulting
is available on topics
including divorce, cus-
tody, guardianship, ten-
ant-landlord issues,
bankruptcy, debt collec-
tion, estates and immi-
gration. Those interested
in participating should
sign up in advance at the
library, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.

SMART RECOVERY —
A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and
living a balanced life
meets at 11 a.m. each
Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Cen-

ter, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792. 

DEMENTIA SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 5:30
p.m. at Persimmon Ridge
Rehabilitation Centre,
200 N. Park St., Portland.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
To learn more informa-
tion, please call (260) 251-
3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

      

No Phone Calls Please

OUT OF TOWN 
BUNDLE DROP DRIVER

Wanna become a part of
our team? We are looking

for somebody who is
interesed in dropping
newsstand papers to

businesses! Apply at the
Commercial Review.
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Daughter fails
to follow rules

Dear
Abby

Parents take no chances
Parental

Ponderings
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By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Federal lawmakers are considering
funding $1,000 savings accounts for
children and a $5,000 baby bonus to
combat falling birth rates. But I think
it’s a much larger discussion than
one-time payments that won’t even
cover the cost of  diapers.

I must start this conversation by
being clear that I have never given
birth. I was lucky enough to find a
man with an amazing daughter, and
she welcomed me as a mother. Before
I met her, I never had the maternal
urge or instinct.

Rather than attacking women who
have a different vision for their lives,
I want to focus on how to support
those who want to be parents —
whether of  one child or many sib-
lings.

I have experience with both, in a
way. My parents both came from large
families: eight and 10 siblings. Our
family gatherings are epic. But I only
had one sibling, a brother I lost too
soon.

The U.S. birth rate has been in
decline since 2007. Other countries
are seeing the same phenomenon.
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention tracks two birth
rates: crude birth and fertility.

Crude is the number of  children
born per 1,000 people. The number is
calculated by dividing births in a year
by the average population for the
year.

Fertility rates are calculated by the
total number of  births to women aged
15-44.

USA Today reported in January
that the crude birth rate for the U.S.
in 2023 was 10.74 births per 1,000 peo-
ple. The fertility rate that same year
was 54.5 births per 1,000 women aged
15-44, a slight drop compared to 2022’s
rate of  56 births per 1,000 such
women.

In comparison, the fertility rate
was 69.5 in 2007.

Vice President J.D. Vance and oth-
ers are concerned about the stability
of  the economy due to the falling
birth rates. Labor shortages are a
prime consideration, as well as
reduced tax revenue to support public
infrastructure and services.

While a lower population could
reduce consumption to a point, a
baseline of  service will always be
needed, some argue.

There does seem to be an increased
focus on career than family in recent
decades. But even those who want to
have children find themselves putting
it off  because they simply can’t afford
it. It’s that group of  people that gov-
ernment could support, in order to
encourage and incentivize births.

Child care costs are the number
one concern for most. At this point, a
year of  child care costs as much
as college tuition.

Having a parent stay home is an
option, but in the current economy it
would be a struggle to keep up with a
family’s needs on one salary. Here in
Indiana, legislators reduced eligibili-
ty for a child care voucher and also
have shown no interest in a child care
tax credit. They have instead focused
on child care regulations that might
be limiting the number of  seats avail-
able in the state. While helpful, it’s
doubtful the tweaks will make a sig-
nificant dent in the shortage.

Let’s also remember that child care
also helps employers fill open jobs.

Indiana has had a prekindergarten
program since 2015 but it serves only
6,000 children statewide — and fund-
ing has stagnated.

Prekindergarten not only helps
parents struggling with care options
but also gives children a solid founda-
tion for school. A longitudinal Indi-
ana study found positive effects as a
general measure of  school readiness
and early language and literacy. Addi-
tionally, children who participated
had significantly higher mathematics
and meaningfully higher English lan-
guage arts scores on Indiana’s
statewide assessment in the third and
fourth grades than the comparison
students.

Then there’s the issue of  paid
maternal leave. Mandating coverage
would go a long way to ensuring new
mothers could bond with their chil-
dren and come back to careers they
value. More than a dozen states have
paid leave laws but Indiana is not one
of  them.

Family-friendly quality of  life
measures are also important, includ-
ing a variety of  parks, trails, and
affordable housing. No one wants to
cram multiple children into a bed-
room together, and current housing
prices are helping dictate family deci-
sions.

I think the billions being discussed
on the federal level — and millions in
state-level decisions — would be bet-
ter used in a targeted manner to grow
the infrastructure needed to have and
nurture children. Let’s hope the dis-
cussion continues beyond one-time
payments.

••••••••••
Kelly, editor-in-chief  of  Indiana

Capital Chronicle, has covered the
Indiana Statehouse since 1999.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news organiza-
tion. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Birth rate dip calls for action
Niki
Kelly

The Dallas Morning News
Tribune News Service

People who reject gifts aren’t
always stupid. Just ask the Tro-
jans. Oh, wait.

Maybe President Donald
Trump never read The
Odyssey. But even if  there are
no Qataris or their technology
hiding inside a $400 million lux-
ury jet that country might gift to
the U.S., there are plain ethical
reasons our president should
not be in the business of  accept-
ing extravagant gifts from for-
eign nations.

The president pulls the far left
off  sides plenty, not only
because of  his policies but with
his disregard for the social
orthodoxies that had become

strictures of  rightspeak in
American society.

There are times we agree with
his policies, and there are times
we disagree. On the whole, we
agree with his confrontation of
the left’s hegemony over univer-
sities, media and other areas of
culture.

But all of  that is a waste if
Trump’s repeated flaunting of
basic ethical standards under-

mines his presidency, endangers
American security and weakens
our standing in the world.

“I mean, I could be a stupid
person and say, ‘No, we don’t
want a free, very expensive air-
plane.’ But it was — I thought it
was a great gesture,” Trump
said, testily, in response to ques-
tions about the plane.

Either it doesn’t occur to
Trump that expensive gifts from
foreign powers aren’t just gifts
or he’s indifferent to the basic
ethics that any professional per-
son would operate under in
order to avoid a conflict of  inter-
est.

This is part and parcel of  a
common theme of  how he uses
his office to further his personal

interests. Recall that before he
was re-elected, Trump launched
the meme coin $TRUMP. We feel
confident in saying that most of
the investments in that coin
aren’t related to its long-term
market value. Many $TRUMP
investors appear to represent
foreign interests.

The Times reported earlier
this month that a fund backed
by Abu Dhabi “would be making
a $2 billion business deal using
the Trump firm’s digital coins.”

Trump, meanwhile,
has paused enforcement of
what’s known as the Foreign
Corrupt Practices Act, a law
intended to prevent U.S. firms
from bribing foreign govern-
ments. The apparent logic

behind this decision was that
everyone else is engaging in cor-
ruption so it’s unfair if  Ameri-
can companies can’t too.

Lowering the norms of  Amer-
ican standards will do lasting
damage to our standing as a
country that Ronald Reagan
called a shining city upon a hill.
The United States is the place
people long to reach because we
try to operate according to a
rule of  law that reflects an ethic
of  fairness, transparency and
honesty.

The Qatari plane is a winged
symbol of  indifference to those
standards. There may not be
Greeks hiding inside, but bring-
ing it past our gates makes us all
weaker.

By MITCHELL
ZIMMERMAN
OtherWords

Social Security is all
that stands between mil-
lions of  Americans
and poverty in old age.

Two-thirds of  sen-
iors would lose most of
their income if  Social
Security payments
ceased. One in seven have
essentially no other
income — and if  their
already modest Social
Security checks are
reduced, they’ll go hun-
gry.

But Social Security is
in trouble.

The number of  people
reaching retirement age
has been growing faster
than the number of  work-
ers contributing, and
Social Security has
been running in the
red for the last 15 years.
The shortfall is projected
to drain the Social Securi-
ty trust fund entirely in
just eight years, which
could lead to massive ben-
efit cuts.

How can this calamity
be avoided? One answer is
to lift the cap on income
taxed for Social Security.
That would ensure
wealthier Americans pay
into Social Security at the
same rate that working
and middle class Ameri-
cans have to.

Another is simply to
welcome more immi-
grants — and stop deport-
ing the law-abiding peo-
ple who’ve already settled
here. Since a growing
shortage of  workers is a
major problem for Social
Security, immigrants can
be part of  the solution.

Social Security is beset
by a perfect storm of  pop-
ulation developments.

The number of  people
who receive benefits is
mushrooming. The 76
million-strong “Baby
Boomer” generation is
retiring. When the last of
that cohort reach retire-
ment age, the number of
retirement-age Ameri-
cans will have almost
doubled compared to
2008.

Retirees are also living
longer, so Social Security
must pay benefits for
longer. And there are
fewer working adults
because the birth rate has
been declining for
decades.

This adds up to too few
working-age people to
sustain the snowballing
number of  retired people.
In 1960, five workers paid
into Social Security for
each person taking
money out. Today there
are fewer than three.

Trump’s plan to
deport 8.3 million undoc-

umented workers would
make this worse.

Contrary to Trump’s
lies, undocumented work-
ers actually subsidize the
system to the tune of  $25
billion per year, since
they contribute payroll
taxes but can’t receive
benefits unless they get a
pathway to legal residen-
cy. Immigrants are on
average younger than
U.S.-born Americans and
offer both immediate and
longer-term boosts to the
working population.

A 25-year-old lawfully
admitted immigrant who
gets a job begins con-
tributing to Social Securi-
ty immediately, but won’t
start drawing benefits
until they retire decades
later. Immigrants also
tend to have more chil-
dren than U.S.-born
Americans, lifting the
future supply of  young
workers.

The impact — and ben-
efit to the health of  Social
Security — could be
gigantic. Social Security
Administration
actuaries did the math.
Their analysis indicates
that if  we had one million
more immigrants, their
Social Security contribu-
tions would cover one
quarter of  the trust fund
shortfall.

In short, for this reason
and many others, Ameri-
ca needs to encourage
immigration — not make
up vicious lies to demo-
nize immigrants!

Immigrants flee their
native lands and leave
their families, friends,
and neighbors to escape
government persecution,
gang violence, climate
disasters, and grinding
poverty — with hopes of
finding freedom, safety,
and a better life in Amer-
ica.

By welcoming them, we
not only uphold the prom-
ise of  America — we also
improve the chances that
all Americans will enjoy
security in old age. Wel-
come, immigrants! We
need you!

••••••••••
Zimmerman is an attor-

ney, longtime social
activist, and author of  the
anti-racism thriller Mis-
sissippi Reckoning.

OtherWords is a free edi-
torial service published by
the Institute for Policy
Studies.

Immigration can
help save program

Qatari plane ‘gift’ is a Trojan horse
Guest
Editorial

Mitchell
Zimmerman
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Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Vormohr Family 
Dentistry 

1413 W. Votaw St., 
Portland

260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road

Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

260-251-3259
Email: 

jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs 
 4 times a month with packages  of either

$25, or $50.
Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

Businesses 
& 

Services
Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459

Brigade
You’re safer 

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road, 
Portland, IN 47371

(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

Kate’s Kart is preparing for
its ice cream social next
month.

Ice cream shops in 15 coun-
ties will participate in the orga-
nization’s fundraiser on Satur-
day, June 21, and Sunday, June
22. Money will be used to sup-
port its mission of  providing
free books to hospitalized chil-
dren.

Among the locations partici-
pating on June 21 are:

•Dairy Queen, Portland
•The Tasty Spoon, Hartford

City
•BerryWinkle Frozen Yogurt,

Muncie
•The White Cottage Sweet

Shoppe, Berne
•The Old 27 Ice Cream Shop,

Decatur

Holding fairs
The United States Postal

Service will host job fairs
Thursday, May 22.

The fairs are being held to
fill immediate openings. They
will run from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at the following locations:

•103 N. Meridian St., Win-
chester

•116 S. Main St., Lynn
•215 S. Jefferson, Montpelier
•215 W. Main St., Berne
•205 S. Main St., Bluffton
•113 E. Washington St., Mon-

roe
•106 S. Ogden, Ossian
•400 North A St., Richmond

Grants available
CenterPoint Energy is

accepting applications for its
Community Safety Grant Pro-
gram.

Grants of  up to $2,500 are
available to local government
agencies to fund community
safety equipment and safety-
related projects. Initiatives
include installing automated
external defibrillators, emer-

gency communication equip-
ment, traffic control signs and
gas monitoring devices.

“At CenterPoint, safety is our
top core value, and this drives
every effort we take as a compa-
ny for the customers and com-
munities we are privileged to
serve,” said June Deadrick,
CenterPoint’s vice president of
community relations, in a press
release. “Through our Commu-
nity Safety Grant Program, we
are thrilled to recognize the
work our emergency respon-
ders, local officials and many
others do to help support the
health and safety of  our cus-
tomers  across the communities
we, too, call home.” 

Offering tours
Adams Woodcrest will host

independent living tours from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, June
7.

Visitors will be able to tour
cottages, villas and apartments,
meet residents and talk with
staff. Refreshments will be pro-
vided.

To RSVP, call (260) 724-3311 or
email amy.hake@adamshealth-
network.org.

BSU honored
Broadcast Education Associ-

ation (BEA) Festival of  Media
Arts awarded the Ball State
University College of  Commu-
nication, Information and
Media its No. 1 ranking for Top
Winning Sports Program.

Ball State Sports Link also
earned top honors for video fea-

tures, living production and on-
air talent. BSU students earned
nine individual awards.

“These national rankings
speak to the creativity, collabo-
ration, and talent that define
our college,” said Dr. Kristen
McCauliff, dean of  the college,
in a press release. “Whether
our students are anchoring
broadcasts, producing award-
winning documentaries, or
making persuasive arguments
in national debate tourna-
ments, they embody the values
and mission of  our college: to
foster critical thinkers, skilled
storytellers, and engaged citi-
zens. I am deeply proud of  our
students — and grateful for the
faculty and staff  who mentor
and inspire them every day.”

Ball State’s Miller College of
Business has also reaffirmed
its accreditation from the Asso-
ciation to Advance Collegiate
Schools of  Business for its busi-
ness and accounting programs.

Partnership expands
The Indiana Fever and

TEGNA recently announced an
expanded broadcast partner-
ship.

The agreement calls for 11
additional TV stations in the
Midwest to join WTHS of  Indi-
anapolis to air 18 Indiana Fever
games. It includes coverage in
Iowa, the home state of  Fever
Star Caitlin Clark.

“We're incredibly excited to
expand our partnership with
TEGNA and bring Fever bas-
ketball to even more fans across
the Midwest — free and over
the air,” Indiana Fever presi-
dent of  basketball and business
operations Kelly Krauskopf
said in a press release. “From
Indiana to Iowa and beyond,
this level of  access is unprece-
dented in our franchise's histo-
ry and really reflects the surg-

ing popularity of  our team, our
players and women's profes-
sional basketball.”

Promotion announced
First Financial Bank and its

Yellow Cardinal Advisory
Group has promoted Carlton
Zesch as the new executive
managing director and head of
Yellow cardinal M&A Services.

Zesch will oversee invest-
ment banking for Yellow Cardi-
nal.

“Since joining First Finan-
cial and Yellow Cardinal, Carl-
ton has been a valuable
resource for clients seeking to
map out a financial path for-
ward, for themselves and the
businesses they lead, and we
look forward to more success
under his leadership,” said
Greg Harris, president of  Yel-
low Cardinal Advisory Group. 

Director named
Tom Pearson was named last

week as the new executive
director of  Indiana Housing
and Community Development
Authority.

Pearson has worked for the
state government department
since December 2011. He
became director of  homeowner-
ship in 2021.

“I am honored and humbled
to be IHCDA's Executive Direc-
tor. I look forward to taking our
agency in a positive direction,
investing in our people, and
helping Hoosiers,” said Pear-
son, an Indiana University
graduate, in a press release.
“Most of  all, I am here to serve
our constituents, communities,
and the team here at IHCDA.” 

Hosting drive
Menards stores are holding a

pet supplies drive through the
end of  May.

Supplies needed include food,

treats, feeders, collars and beds.
Items collected will be donated
to local humane associations.

Donation boxes will be near
the next doors at Menards loca-
tions, including in Muncie,
Richmond and Celina, Ohio.

Nominate manufacturers
Nominations are open for the

Indiana Manufacturers Associ-
ation 2025 Manufacturing
Excellence Awards.

The awards honor Indiana
companies and individuals for
their contributions to the man-
ufacturing industry. They are
open to all manufacturers in
Indiana.

Anyone can make a nomina-
tion by visiting
indianamfg.com/2025-manufac-
turing-excellence-awards. The
deadline is Sunday, Aug. 31.

Nomination opens
The state is now accepting

nominations for the Governor’s
Century and Half  Century
Business Awards.

The awards honor businesses
that have been in operation for
at least 50 years and have
“demonstrated a commitment
to serving the community.”

Criteria for the award
includes:

Continuous operations in
Indiana for 100 or 50 years by
Dec. 31, 2024.

Participation in the same line
of  work for the duration of  its
operations.

Having its base in Indiana
since it was founded.

Applications are available at
iedc.in.gov/program/century-
and-half-century-awards. The
deadline is Friday, May 30.

••••••••••
Does your business have news

to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be included
in our weekly business roundup.

Ice cream social is next month
Business
roundup

Bank
donates

First Bank of Berne
recently donated $3,000 to
the Youth for Christ campus
life programs in Jay, Adams
and Wells counties. Pictured
from left are First Bank of
Berne branch manager Gina
Hon, Youth for Christ
representatives Rhonda
Beall, Spencer Gerdom,
Allison Wenzel and Lee
Johnson, and bank branch
managers Kaitlyn Roby,
Jessica Zuercher and Tracy
Carpenter.

Photo provided
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

E & M BLACKSMITH
SHOP

14th Annual 
Consignment Auction 
Saturday, June 7, 2025 

8:30 a.m.
2404 W 350 S, Berne,

IN
Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness; Carts;
New Tack; Saddles;

Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage
Grinder/Stuffers;

New/Used Furniture;
Washing Machines; Hay,

Straw, Firewood. 
Accepting consignments
every evening that week 
from 4pm-8pm and all

day 
Thursday, June 5th/Fri-
day, June 6th from 7am-

8pm.
Call 260-589-2743

Leave message to con-
sign horses.
Auctioneers 

John P. Troyer 
AU10900141 

Also with J. S. Auctions 
AU10700049

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Page 2 Comics The Commercial Review
Tuesday, May 20, 2025

THE 
CLASSFIEDS
Find it, 
Buy It, 
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141 

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities
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 SUBSCRIBE 
TO THE

COMMERCIAL 
REVIEW

up to 
49% off  

Newsstand  prices
Subscribe at 
thecr.com 

or call
260-726-8141
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located 620 N Pierce
Street, Portland IN
Saturday Morning
MAY 24, 2025 

9:30 A.M. 
REAL ESTATE

3 Bedroom manufac-
tured home with approxi-
mately 1400 square feet
of living area sitting on
concrete crawl space.
This 1994 home fea-
tures 2 full bathrooms,
gas forced air furnace,
central air, metal roof,
and attached carport
with approximately 736
square feet.  This home
is situated on a 136í x
173í corner lot which is
equivalent to 3 city lots.
Property also has 2 out-
door storage sheds.    

For more information or
private showing contact
GARY LOY, AUCTION-
EER at (260) 726-5160
or KIM LOY, REAL
ESTATE BROKER at
(260) 729-2213.

SUV- MOWERñGOLF
CART

2013 Buick Encore Pre-
mium Wagon 4 door

SUV, Dixon 13 hp zero
turn mower with 38î
deck; 2017 Yamaha
electric golf cart with

roof, windshield and bat-
teries were new in 2024.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
ñ OLD ITEMS - TOOLS
Amana side by side
refrigerator; Whirlpool
stack washer & dryer;
Oak modern lighted
china hutch; (2) Lazy
Boy recliners; weather
vane globes; canes;
glass baskets; Christ-
mas decorations; Carni-
val plates; battery charg-
er; Speedway Series air
compressor; tool box;
sockets; screwdrivers;
pliers; wrenches; and
other items not listed.
ELDON MILLER
By Ron Miller POA

And 
ROWENA MILLER,

DECEASED
Loy Auction 

AC#31600027 
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 831 E 900 N

Ridgeville, IN 
MAY 23rd, 2025

5:00 P M.
TRUCKS ñ TRACTOR -
FARM IMPLEMENTS ñ
TOOLS ñ OLD ITEMS
1995 Chevrolet 3500
dually extended cab
diesel truck; 1975

Chevrolet dually truck;
John Deere 60 Standard

tractor; John Deere pull
type 3, 4, and 5 bottom
plows; John Deere 12í
pull type offset disc;

John Deere buck rake;
John Deere 2 bottom
plow; John Deere John
Deere A blocks & mani-
folds; Kewanee 10í disc;
John Deere semi-mount
sickle bar mower; horse
drawn 2 bottom plow; 
John Deere rototiller;
steel fly wheels; John
Deere implement

umbrellas; Lincoln 225
amp stick welder; horse
drawn sleigh;  sulky; egg

baskets; grinding
stones; Bud Light clock;
hay hooks; Chevrolet
and Chrysler hub caps;
various wheels and rims;
doghouse;  and many
other items not listed.
PAUL & JOAN KLIN-
GEL, DECEASED 

Loy Auction
AC#31600027 Auction-

eers 
Gary Loy AU01031608 

Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday JUNE 14th,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 1207 N SR
167 DUNKIRK,  IN
REAL ESTATE

Real Estate sells at
10:00 AM. 

2 bedroom home with
Central Air, 30íx40í
attached garage,

24íx32í Quonset build-
ing. Nicely situated on 2

acres. 
Open House: Sunday

June 1st 
1-3 PM or for private

showing phone auction-
eers. 

RIDING MOWERS ñ
ANTIQUES ñ HOUSE-

HOLD 
Troybilt Riding Mower

w/ 42î Deck. Troybilt and
Murray Mowers for

parts. Iron Bed. Steamer
Trunk. Hen on Nest and
other collectible Glass-
ware. Roll-top Desk.
Bird Cages. Elvis Pic-
ture. Fishing Poles and
Supplies. Generator.
Shop Mate. Large

Chicken Feeder. Several
Items Not Mentioned. 
OWNER:  Mary L Shory
Estate by Crystal R
Suman and Michael

Dahlestrom
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY JUNE 7TH,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 127 Rayburn
Dr, Portland IN.
REAL ESTATE

Real Estate sells at
10:00 AM. 

3 bedroom, 1.5 bath
brick ranch style home
containing 1,328 sq ft

finished living area. Cen-
tral Air, Sun room, 2 car

attached garage.
Detached garage/ shop
building. Home has
been well maintained. 

Open House:
Sunday May 25th from
1-3 PM or for private

showing phone Auction-
eers. 

VEHICLE ñ FURNI-
TURE ñ SHOP

2003 Chevrolet Venture
Minivan. Cast Iron Bull-

dog. 
Grandfather Clock. 8
Track Stereo/ Record

Player. Glider Rocker w/
Ottoman. 3 Cushion
Sofa. Rocker Recliner.
Metal Patio Set. Bird

Bath. Lawn Cart. Crafts-
man 10î Table Saw.
Craftsman Router w/

Stand. Craftsman Scroll
Saw. Craftsman

Grinder/Sander. Shop,
Hand, and Lawn and

Garden Tools.
OWNER: Rose Fennig

Estate, 
by Dale W Fennig

Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday May 24th,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED:  606 S West-
ern Ave, PORTLAND IN

REAL ESTATE
Real Estate sells at

10:00 AM. 
3 bedroom, 2 bath

Ranch style home con-
taining 1,456 sq ft fin-
ished living area. Home
has central air, newer
roof, 1 car attached

garage, 12x20 ft utility
shed/shop. Home is in
move-in condition. 

Open House: Sunday
May 11th 1-3 PM, or for
private showing phone

auctioneers.
VEHICLES ñ JEWELRY
ñ ANTIQUES ñ SHOP 
2007 Kia Rondo EX V6
w/ 196,000 miles. Rem-
ington Score Master 511
22 cal Bolt. 1932 Bryant
Owls Gold 14k Class

Ring. JayCees 10k Gold
Ring. 1972 JayCees

Gold Pins. Scottish Rite
10k Gold Ring w/ Dia-
mond.  Lions Club Silver

Necklace. Shriner,
Masonic, and Scottish
Rite Memorabilia.

Howdy Duty Puppet.
22K Gold Overlay Dish-
ware. Stained Glass and

other Tiffany Style
Lamps. Mantel Clocks. .
Hummels Coat Rack.
Miniatures and Fig-
urines. . Portable Air
Compressor. Bench

Model Drill Press. Wood
Clamps. Wood Lathe
Knives. Poulan Chain-
saw. Battery Powered
Weed Eater. Large Lot
of: Shop, Hand, and

Lawn and Garden Tools. 
OWNER: Richard B

Frank
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-

EERING AND REAL
ESTATE

AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads.

$1.25 plus tax. Pick up
at The Commercial
Review Tuesday thru
Friday 10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad

access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT

Public Notice
ORDINANCE NO. 2025-4

ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 112 OF THE

CODE OF ORDINANCES
IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED
by the Common Council of the
City of Dunkirk, Indiana that
Chapter 112, Peddlers, Itiner-
ant Merchants, and Solicitors,
is hereby amended as follows:
Section 112.02 License Re-
quirement
(B) The fee for the license re-
quired by this subchapter
shall be $20.00.
(D) All licenses issued under
this subchapter shall expire
fourteen (14) days after the
date of issuance thereof.
Section 112.03 Application
Procedure
(A) All applicants for licenses
required by this chapter shall
file an application with the
Clerk-treasurer at least five
(5) business days prior to the
issuance of the license. This
application shall be signed by
the applicant. The applicant
shall be requested to provide
the following information:
(8) A complete criminal back-
ground check completed on
the applicants to be per-
formed by the Dunkirk Police
Department. Such back-
ground check shall include a
National Sex
Offender Registry history uti-
lizing the applicant's name
and all known aliases.
Section 112.04 Standards for
issuance
(B)(l) Has been convicted of a
crime of violence, a sex of-
fense, or crimes of theft or
burglary.
All other provisions not
amended hereby shall remain
in full force and effect.
PASSED AND ADOPTED by
the Common Council of the
City of Dunkirk, Indiana on
this 12th day of May, 2025.
Attorney
Jack Robbins, Presiding Offi-

cer
Kara Lowe, Clerk-Treasurer
Submitted to and approved
by me on the date of adop-

tion.
Jack Robbins, Mayor

CR 5-20-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
TO THE OWNERS OF THE

WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL
ESTATE AND ALL INTER-

ESTED PARTIES:
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S

SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of
a decree from the Clerk of Jay
Court of Jay County, Indiana,
in Cause No. 38D01-2409-MF-
000019 wherein ARVEST
BANK was Plaintiff, and VIR-
GINIA K JACKSON; was/were
Defendant(s), requiring me to
make the sum as provided for
in said Decree with interest
and costs, I will expose at
public sale to the highest bid-
der, on the 12th day of June
2025 ;at the hour of 10:00 AM,
or as soon thereafter as is pos-
sible at the Jay County Sher-
iff's Department 120 North
Court Street; 3rd floor Court-
house; Portland, IN 47371 in
Jay County, Indiana, the fee
simple of the whole body of
Real Estate in Jay County, In-
diana.
A part of the northwest quar-
ter of Section 31, T23N,R14E,
second principal meridian,
Wayne Township, Jay County,
Indiana, more particularly
described as follows, to-wit:

Commencing at the North-
east comer of the North-
west Quarter of Section 31,
T23N, R14E; thence West
along the North line of said
Northwest Quarter, a dis-
tance of 2740.50 feet to an
iron pin; thence S 00 de-
grees 30’00” West (assumed
bearing) a distance of
215.00  feet to an iron pin;
thence N. 88 degrees, 19’
00” W, parallel with the
North line of the Northwest
quarter,a distance of 181.00
feet to an iron pin; thence N
00 degrees 30’00” E, a dis-
tance of 215.00 feet to an
iron pin on the N line of the
Northwest quarter; thence
S 88 degrees 19’00” E, alonf
the North line of the North-
west quarter, a distance of
181.00 feet to the point of
the beginning, containing
0.89 acre more or less. More
Commonly Known As:
2029 S Lutes West Dr, Port-
land, IN 47371
Parcel No. 
38-07-31-202-004.000-033

CR 5-6,5-13,5-20-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
LEGAL NOTICE

LIFESTREAM SERVICES, INC. IS NOW SOLICITING
PROVIDER PARTNERS TO PROVIDE SERVICES WITH
FUNDING UNDER TITLE III OF THE OLDER AMERICANS
ACT, CHOICE STATE FUNDING, AND SOCIAL SERVICE
BLOCK GRANT (SSBG) FOR FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2025 TO
JUNE 30, 2026 (ONE YEAR AGREEMENT).  FUNDS ARE
USED TO PROVIDE SERVICE TO OLDER ADULTS AND DIS-
ABLED PERSONS IN BLACKFORD, DELAWARE, FAYETTE,
FRANKLIN, GRANT, HENRY, JAY, MADISON, RANDOLPH,
RUSH, UNION, AND WAYNE COUNTIES.

THE FOLLOWING ESTIMATED FUNDING IS BASED
UPON A CONTRACTUAL ALLOCATION FROM THE INDI-
ANA FAMILY SOCIAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION, DIVI-
SION OF AGING, AND LIFESTREAM PLANNING WITH
FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR DELIVERY OF IN-HOME SER-
VICES THROUGH FEE FOR SERVICE CONTRACTS WITH
THIS AREA AGENCY.

ESTIMATED ANNUAL FUNDS AVAILABLE:
TITLE III-B  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$142,183
TITLE III-B CATEGORY EXAMPLES ARE:  Adult Day Care,
Home Health Aide, Homemaker, and Respite Care.
TITLE III-E  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$28,078
TITLE III-E CATEGORY IS:  Family Caregiver Respite
SSBG . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$56,370
SSBG CATEGORY EXAMPLES ARE:  Attendant Care and 
Homemaker.
CHOICE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,645,152
CHOICE CATEGORY EXAMPLES ARE:  Homemaker, At-

tendant Care, Home Health Aide, Respite Care, Adult Day
Care, Home Health Services, Home Health Supplies.

THE FOLLOWING ESTIMATED FUNDING WILL BE
AWARDED TO SERVICE PROVIDERS IN THE FORM OF A
CLOSED END CONTRACT FROM OCTOBER 1, 2025 TO
SEPTEMBER 30, 2026:

TITLE III-B  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$78,968
TITLE III-B CATEGORIES ARE: Legal Assistance, and 
Ombudsman
TITLE VII SUPPLEMENTAL  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$30,932
TITLE VII SUPPLEMENTAL CATEGORY IS:  Ombudsman.
‘TO OBTAIN AN APPLICATION/PROPOSAL PACKET,

VISIT THE LIFESTREAM WEBSITE, WWW.LIFESTREAM-
INC.ORG/PROVIDERS.  

PROPOSALS FOR ALL CONTRACTS ARE DUE IN THE
LIFESTREAM SERVICES, INC. OFFICE AT 1701 S PILGRIM
BLVD, YORKTOWN, IN 47396 NO LATER THAN 5 P.M. JUNE
23, 2025.
CR 5-20-2025-HSPAXLP
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Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Girls track sectional at
Delta – 5 p.m.; Baseball at Blackford – 5
p.m.; JV baseball vs. Adams Central – 5
p.m.; Junior high golf at Monroe Cen-
tral – 4:30 p.m.; Junior high baseball at
Delta – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track district prelims
at Piqua – 4 p.m.; Baseball vs. Fort
Loramie – 5 p.m.; Softball district open-
er at Tri-County North – 5 p.m.

Wednesday
Jay County — Girls tennis sectional

opener – 5 p.m.; Softball at Bellmont – 5
p.m.

TV sports
Today

3 p.m. — Premier League soccer:
Manchester City at AFC Bournemouth
(USA)

6:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds
vs. Pittsburgh Pirates (FDSN Indiana)

6:45 p.m. — MLB: New York Mets at
Boston Red Sox (TBS)

8:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Golden
State Warriors at Oklahoma City Thunder
(ESPN)

Wednesday
12:35 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds

vs. Pittsburgh Pirates (FDSN Indiana)
8 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Edmonton Oil-

ers at Dallas Stars (ESPN)
8:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Indiana

Pacers at New York Knicks (TNT)

Local notes
Registration open

Registration for the 35th annual
Flat 50 Plus bicycle ride in Adams
County is now open. To register, visit
RunSignUp.com.

There are rides ranging from 20 to
100 miles long.

The event will be held at 7 a.m.
Saturday, June 21. It will start at
Bellmont High School and will have

stops in Willshire, Geneva and
Monroe with refreshments.

Jay hosting
Jay Community Center will be

hosting its 23rd annual J Gordon
Meeker Golf Outing on May 30 at
Portland Golf Club.

Registration is at 11 a.m. with a
shotgun start at noon.

Jay Community Center will be
honoring The Portland Foundation for

being a longtime supporter at this
year’s event.

Support can be shown by
sponsoring a hole, with packages
ranging between $100-$390.

Those interested in sponsoring a
hole or putting in a team should visit
https://bit.ly/3YQzE7W or call (260)
726-6477.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
Their second- and third-lead-

ing scorers fell short of  their
potential. Jamal Murray’s gutsy
series arrived at a sour ending,
with 13 points and two assists on
6 of  16 shooting. Michael Porter
Jr.’s shoulder armor for a
sprained AC joint was stripped
down to bandaging, but he could-
n’t come close on a 3-pointer. His
wobbly, injury-stamped playoffs
finished with a 3 for 8, six-point
performance.

The team shot 39.8% from the
field and 22.7% from 3-point
range with 22 turnovers. Thun-
der guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexan-
der led all scorers with 35 points.

Gordon gave Denver life, play-
ing through a strained hamstring
three days after suffering the
injury late in Game 6. To avoid
running the floor, he slinked
back to the defensive end and set
up a stance early whenever a
teammate got to the foul line.
Ginger in his movements, he still
compiled eight points and 11
rebounds in 24 minutes.

“That’s who he is,” interim
coach David Adelman said.
“There’s a real toughness there.”

Gordon’s willingness to sacri-
fice will endure in Denver. But
the defining moments that will
endure from Game 7 involved the
Thunder moving at high speed.
Cason Wallace flying around
Nikola Jokic and plastering the
reigning MVP on a poster. Alex
Caruso pickpocketing Jokic and

dishing a behind-the-back pass to
the trailing SGA in transition.
Jalen Williams sailing to easy
fast-break points during a Thun-
der-storm of  steals late in the
first half. Caruso potting a dunk,

then head-butting the ball with
glee.

Jokic amassed 20 points, nine
rebounds and seven assists before
Adelman pulled the starters with
nine minutes remaining.

The superstar center also
turned the ball over fives times,
as Oklahoma City coach Mark
Daigneault pestered him with
one last adjustment. After six
games of  general resistance to

small-ball, the Thunder played
lineups with only one big man on
the floor at a time, fronting Jokic
with the 6-foot-5, 186-pound Caru-
so.

If  Jokic ever felt discomforted
by the hostile environment in his
first-ever road Game 7, Caruso
tried to lift his spirits by wrap-
ping him in a constant hug.

Caruso was one of  the best
players in the series, and it was
fitting that he did his damage off
Oklahoma City’s bench. The
Nuggets’ depth haunted them.
Their bench was outscored in
every game of  the series. In the
finale, Russell Westbrook was a
minus-34 in 21 minutes. Peyton
Watson went 1 for 8 from the floor.
Any attempt at substitutions
immediately backfired on Adel-
man.

While Oklahoma City advances
to a Western Conference finals
matchup with the Timberwolves,
Denver enters its offseason need-
ing to hire a new head coach and
general manager. Michael Mal-
one and Calvin Booth lost their
jobs with three games left in the
regular season.

Adelman filled Malone’s shoes
and led an admirable playoff  run
under the circumstances, knock-
ing out the red-hot Clippers in the
first round and building a strong
case for the full-time role.

But the last memory of  an
unusual season remains that of  a
hobbled team limping off  the
floor in Oklahoma City.

Nuggets ...

Tribune News Service/The Denver Post/AAron Ontiveroz

Aaron Gordon (32) of the Denver Nuggets drives as Chet Holmgren (7) of the
Oklahoma City Thunder defends during the second quarter at Paycom Center in Oklahoma City
on Sunday.
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Sports
Tuesday, May 20, 2025

FR finished seventh and
10th at the MAC meet,
see roundup below

FRHS softball faces Tri-
County North in district,

see Sports on tap

Aiden Phillips left the game
after getting the Patriots a 1-0
lead.

The relievers that followed
couldn’t get the job done as the
Golden Falcons ran away with
the victory.

The Jay County High School
baseball game blew a narrow lead
to the Winchester Community
Golden Falcons for a 12-3 loss in
the first game of  Saturday’s dou-
bleheader and couldn’t get the
bats going in the second game as
it fell 4-0.

Phillips tossed four scoreless
innings for Jay County (9-12),
while a Leighton Brown home
run in the third put JCHS up 1-0.

Upon Phillips’ departure from
the mound, Winchester (16-3)
scored two runs in the fifth, three
in the sixth and seven in the sev-
enth inning. Brown suffered the
loss after giving up two runs on
one hit and two walks without
recording an out in the sixth.

Gavin Byrum drove in two
runs in the fifth with a double.

The Patriots only managed
three hits in the second game,
while WCHS scored four runs off
Joseph Geesaman.

Patriots demolish
FAIRMOUNT — The Jay Coun-

ty softball team competed in the
Argyll Invite on Saturday, beating
up on the Cowan Blackhawks 23-4
before sneaking past host Madi-
son-Grant 12-10.

The top three spots of  the Patri-
ot (18-2) order produced a bulk of
the offense against Cowan (6-14)
as Brenna Ruble, Morgan Missi-
cano and Jaelynn Lykins com-
bined for 16 RBIs, 10 runs, 13 hits,
four doubles, a triple and two
home runs.

Carley Trinidad earned the
win after giving up four runs in
four innings.

JCHS and Madison-Grant (17-7)
traded the lead back and forth
before the Patriots entered the
bottom of  the seventh down 10-9.
With two outs and runners on
first and second, Jozey Shimp
blasted a 3-run, walk-off  home
run to right field. Trinidad

earned the victory in game No. 2.

Above .500
LAPEL — Win against the

Blackford Bruins and the Lapel
Bulldogs on Saturday put the Jay
County girls tennis team above
.500 for the first time this year.

The Patriots now hold a 7-6
record after taking down Black-
ford 5-0 and sneaking past the
Bulldogs 3-2.

Brenna Bailey beat both oppo-
nents at the No. 1 singles position
with scores of  6-0, 6-0 against
Blackford and 6-2, 6-4 versus
Lapel. She is still undefeated on
the season at 13-0 with only one
regular season match remaining.

Meredith Dirksen and Tessa
Frazee also went undefeated on
the day at the No. 2 and 3 singles
positions. Dirksen swept the
Bruin she faced and beat the Bull-
dog 6-1, 6-1. Frazee won her
matches 6-2, 6-3, and 6-2, 6-2.

Both JCHS doubles teams,
Faith Faulkner and Raylah New-
ton at No. 1 and Gretchen Link
and Sophia Sprunger at No. 2,
split on the day.

Tribe loses
ARCANUM, Ohio — The Fort

Recovery baseball team got down
early against the Arcanum Tro-
jans in a 11-1 defeat on Saturday.

Arcanum (15-5) jumped out to a
five-run advantage in the first
inning and tacked on one more
before an Alex Gaerke single got
FRHS (14-8) on the board in the
top of  the third.

The Indians were held score-
less as the Trojans put up five
more runs following Gaerke’s hit.

Caden Grisez was the only Indi-
an with multiple hits, slashing a
triple and a single.

Jacob Foote took the loss, giv-
ing up seven runs in two frames.

Patriots let lead slip away in final two frames

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School pitcher Aiden Phillips fields a ball during the Patriots’
doubleheader against Winchester Community on Saturday. Phillips threw four scoreless
innings in the first game before four different pitchers gave up 12 runs in the final three
frames.

Local
roundup

COLDWATER, Ohio —
The Tribe graduated mul-
tiple Midwest Athletic
Conference champions in
2024, but it will still have
some representation at the
banquet that caps off  the
season.

Anna Roessner won the
100-meter dash as she led
the Fort Recovery High
School girls track team to
a seventh-place at the
MAC Championships
hosted by Coldwater on
Friday.

The girls finished with
42 points to finish seventh
in the 10-team field. Host
Coldwater claimed the
MAC title with a score of
132.

Marion Local won the
boys meet with 133.5
points, while the Tribe
slipped back to 10th with
just 13.

Roessner posted a 12.00
seconds time in the 100
dash to beat out Coldwa-
ter’s Claire Bertke by 0.77
seconds for the top spot.
The FRHS senior also
scored points in the 200
and 400 dashes, in which
she finished as the runner-
up to Izzy Zahn of  Coldwa-
ter. (Zahn is the reigning

OHSAA Division III state
champion in the 200 dash).

Other points for the
girls came from Elisa
Evers in the discus (fifth),
Karlie Niekamp in the dis-
cus (seventh) and shot put
(fifth), Kennedy Muh-
lenkamp in the 800 run
(sixth) and Madison
Heitkamp in the 100 hur-
dles (sixth).

Isaac Roessner led the
boys team with a fourth-
place finish in the 300 hur-
dles (42.44 seconds) and by
placing sixth in the long
jump (19 feet, 8 inches).

Other points for the
boys came from Carson
Fullenkamp in the shot
put (seventh), the 4x200-
meter relay team (sev-
enth) and the 4x400 relay
team (eighth).

Jay wins
RICHMOND — The Jay

County girls tennis team

picked up a 3-1 win on Fri-
day against the Richmond
Devils before rain ended
the No. 2 doubles match
early.

Brenna Bailey kept her
record spotless at the No.
1 singles position with a 6-
0, 6-3 victory over Celina
Cheng.

Tessa Frazee added
some reinforcement as
she claimed the No. 3 sin-
gles match over Lily Hilt-
ner 6-1, 6-0.

The No. 1 doubles duo
of  Faith Faulkner and
Raylah Newton got by
Daina Ruiz-Sanches and
Polly Smith 5-7, 6-4, 6-3 to
claim the match.

Meredith Dirksen
couldn’t hold on for the
No. 2 singles point as she
fell to Rowan Bailey 6-4, 6-
3.

Gretchen Link and
Sophia Sprunger had split
the first two sets with
Yarexci Rojas-Cruz and
Magdolyn Zajdel before
rain ended the No. 2 dou-
bles contest. The Patriot
(5-6) pair lost the first set
6-4 before claiming the
second 7-6 (7-4). They
were down 3-1 before the
match was called.

Friday
roundup

Roessners lead
effort at MAC meet

By BENNETT DURANDO
The Denver Post
Tribune News Service

OKLAHOMA CITY — Aaron Gordon
was the personification of  his team’s
postseason, standing resolute at the top
of  the key, smiling even while he
drained warm-up shots. The Nuggets
willed themselves to this Game 7, and
Gordon was going to will himself  to
play in it on one leg.

Resilience and toughness were not
enough to overcome a team 18 wins bet-
ter than Denver. Maybe for six games.
Not a seventh.

With a 125-93 loss to an emergent
Oklahoma City Thunder juggernaut on
Sunday, the Nuggets’ 2024-25 season

ended at the same juncture as last year:
Game 7 of  the Western Conference
semifinals.

This time was different. The Min-
nesota Timberwolves crashed Denver’s
repeat party in 2024. The Nuggets were
trying to interrupt Oklahoma City’s
arrival in 2025. And they nearly did,
until the last three quarters of  the
series. They led 21-10 eight minutes
into the winner-take-all game. Allega-
tions of  inexperience confronted the
Thunder once again. Oklahoma City
responded by hammering its chal-
lenger. The Nuggets were valiant but
ultimately not worthy.

See Nuggets page 7

Nuggets beat by Thunder
in season-ending Game 7


