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Portland Water Park is
scheduled to open this week-
end. The facility is open from
noon to 8 p.m. Admission is $5
before 5 p.m. and $3 after 5 p.m.
Season, family and 10-day
passes are also available.
Those looking to purchase

passes in advance can do so
from noon to 2 p.m. Thursday
at the fater park

Thursday — Results from
the JCHS girls track team in the
sectional meet.

Friday — Details from this
week’s Portland Board of  Avia-
tion meeting.

Saturday— Details from the
Jay County boys track team at
the sectional meet.

In review Coming up

Carol Manor, 85, Bryant
Details on page 2.

Deaths Weather
Jay County had a high tem-

perature of  72 degrees Monday.
The low was 46.
There is a 50% chance of

rain tonight with winds gusting
to 25 mph and a low in the upper
40s. Expects highs to top out in
the upper 50s Thursday under
mostly cloudy skies.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
Thank you.
A chunk of  Jay School

Board’s meeting Monday
was spent saying thank
you to previous and
upcoming retirees for
their service.
The board honored

retired Jay County High
School health and physical
education teacher and
boys tennis and swimming
coach Barry Weaver with
the Patriot Award. In its
third year, the honor rec-
ognizes “individuals who
have significantly con-
tributed to the mission of
the Jay School Corpora-
tion over an extended peri-
od of  time.” 
Weaver was the last

“original” Jay County
High School teacher, hav-
ing started in its inaugural
year in 1975 and continu-
ing for 40 years. He
coached two-time state
champion Bob Morrison
in boys swimming and a
sectional championship
team in 2002. He coached
five sectional champi-
onship boys tennis teams.
Bloomfield Elementary

School principal Ben
Dues, who was a student
and athlete under Weaver,
nominated him for the
honor.
“He was and remains a

role model to his students
and athletes,” he said in
the nomination. “He treat-
ed every student with dig-
nity and respect. …
“Barry Weaver’s contri-

butions and personal devo-
tion to public education
brings great credit to him-
self, our community and
our school corporation.”

See Honors page 2

Former
teacher

honored with
Patriot
Award

Board
honors
Weaver,
retiring
staffers
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Tiny tassel turn
Preschoolers Tinley Muhlenkamp and Kennedy Moore turn their tassels Thursday during Jay County Christian

Academy’s graduation ceremony. The school celebrated graduates of different grade levels and hosted its spring concert Thursday.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
With various potential

changes on the docket at
the state level, it’s hard to
say what Fort Recovery
Local Schools’ budget
will look like over the
next five years.
Plans for capital

improvements will also
impact the district’s
finances.
Fort Recovery School

Board heard outlook esti-
mates Monday, with
superintendent Tony
Stahl also presenting a 10-
year capital plan for
updates to the district’s
facilities.
Treasurer Deanna

Knapke shared projec-

tions that put the school
district finishing fiscal
year 2025 on June 30 with
a year-end cash balance
of  $7.695 million in the
general fund. That’s
down significantly from
November’s forecast,
which projected a $14.7
million year-end cash bal-

ance in the general fund.
The difference results
from approximately $8.2
million that will be trans-
ferred this year into sepa-
rate funds for other uses,
the majority of  which is
intended for permanent
improvements in coming
years. They include $3.725

million for transporta-
tion and elementary and
middle school facilities,
$2.625 million for high
school building improve-
ments and $1.15 million
for athletic facility
improvement and mainte-
nance, along with
$700,000 for termination

of  benefits (Knapke noted
plans for several employ-
ees to retire in the next 10
years).
Although significant

budget surpluses have
been a trend at Fort
Recovery Local Schools
for several years, state
legislature could change
that. Knapke explained
Ohio General Assembly
has been discussing vari-
ous bills that would
impact the school sys-
tem’s budget.
“There’s 14 pending

pieces of  legislation in
Ohio that seek to limit
growth of  local property
taxes in several different
ways,” said Knapke. 
See Uncertainty page 5

State changes create uncertainty

By HENRY MEYER
and AKAYLA GARDNER
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service
President Donald Trump said

Moscow and Kyiv would begin
talks “immediately” on ending
the war in Ukraine after a phone
call Monday with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin.
“Russia and Ukraine will

immediately start negotiations
toward a Ceasefire and, more
importantly, an END to the War,”
Trump said in a social media
post. “The conditions for that
will be negotiated between the
two parties, as it can only be,
because they know details of  a
negotiation that nobody else
would be aware of.”
The U.S. president said he had

also briefed European leaders on
his two-hour call with Putin and
that the Vatican had offered to
host the negotiations.
“The tone and spirit of  the con-

versation were excellent. If  it
wasn’t, I would say so now, rather
than later,” Trump added.
Putin earlier had described the

call with Trump as “frank” and
“very useful,” and said the two
agreed that Russia would work

on a memorandum
with Ukraine for a possible
future peace treaty that included
“the principles of  a settlement,
the timing of  a possible peace
agreement, and so on, including
a possible ceasefire for a certain
time if  appropriate agreements
are reached.”
Putin offered no details of  the

conditions that would need to be
satisfied for a settlement or a
timeline of  any ceasefire with
Ukraine in comments late Mon-
day to reporters in the Russian
resort city of  Sochi where he
took the call with Trump.
“The main thing for us is to

eliminate the root causes of  this
crisis,” Putin said. The resump-
tion of  direct talks between Rus-
sia and Ukraine last week
in Istanbul after a break of  three
years showed that the peace

process was “on the right track,”
he said.
This was the third publicly

announced call between the two
leaders since Trump returned to
the White House in January.
Trump spoke earlier by phone to
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy.
The U.S. president is pushing

for a deal to end Europe’s biggest
conflict since World War II, after
Russia rebuffed his efforts to
achieve a ceasefire within his
first 100 days in office. Putin is
insisting on maximalist demands
to halt the invasion he started
in February 2022, even as his mil-
itary has incurred massive casu-
alties as Ukraine’s U.S. and Euro-
pean allies have sent billions of
dollars of  weapons to help
Kyiv defend itself.

See Talks page 5

Talks to start ‘immediately’

Tribune News Service/Getty Images/AFP/Filipe Amorim

Celebreation
Democratic Alliance party leader and

Portuguese Prime Minister Luis Montenegro celebrates
his victory during the election night in Lisbon early
Monday. Portugal’s incumbent centre-right party won
most seats in the general election but again fell short
of a ruling parliamentary majority, while support for the
far-right Chega party rose, near complete official
results showed. With just four seats left to assign in
Portugal’s 230-seat parliament, the Democratic
Alliance (AD) had 32.7% of the vote. The Socialist Party
had 23.4%, trailed closely by Chega with 22.6%.

Trump says Ukraine and Russia
will begin negotiations to end war

Financial forecasts is difficult
to pinpoint as various bills

could impact school funding



Marijuana
A Portland woman was sen-

tenced to jail for possession of  mar-
ijuana.

Susan A. Eley, 56, 110 West 3rd
St., Portland, pleaded guilty in Jay
Superior Court to the Class A mis-
demeanor. Eley was sentenced to
one year in Jay County Jail with all
but four days suspended and given
four days credit for time served.
Eley was placed on probation for
361 days, fined $1, assessed $189 in
court costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecution, inter-
diction and correction fee.

As part of  her plea agreement,
Eley’s charge was lessened from a
Level 6 felony. She was ordered to
submit to an evaluation within 30
days for substance abuse counsel-
ing. 

Common nuisance
A Portland woman was sen-

tenced to jail for maintaining a
common nuisance.

Desiree N. Walker, 31, 1237 N. US
27, Portland, pleaded guilty in Jay
Superior Court to maintaining a
common nuisance, a Level 6 felony.

She was sentenced to one year in
Jay County Jail with all of  her sen-
tence suspended and placed on pro-
bation for one year. 

Walker was fined $1 and assessed
$189 in court costs. As part of  her
plea agreement, a Level 6 felony for
possession of  methamphetamine, a
Class B misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  marijuana and a Class C
misdemeanor for possession of
paraphernalia were dismissed.

Methamphetamine
Three people were sentenced to

serve time for possession of
methamphetamine.

Stanley L. LeMaster, 67, 1937 W.
500 South, Portland, pleaded guilty
in Jay Superior Court to possession
of  methamphetamine, a Level 6
felony. LeMaster was sentenced to
one year in Jay County Jail with all
but 60 days suspended and given
two days credit for time served.
LeMaster was placed on probation
for 305 days, fined $1, assessed $189
in court costs and ordered to pay
$200 drug abuse, prosecution, inter-
diction and correction.

Chelsea McKibben (Burns), 32,

260 E. Second St., Pennville, plead-
ed guilty in Jay Circuit Court to
possession of  methamphetamine,
a Level 5 felony. She was sentenced
to three years in Indiana Depart-
ment of  Correction with two years
and six months suspended and
given credit for time served. She
was assessed $189 in court costs
and ordered to pay $200 drug
abuse, prosecution, interdiction
and correction. As part of  her plea
agreement, a Class  A misde-
meanor for possession of  marijua-
na was dismissed.

Gregory N. Howell, 39, 3092 Mor-
row Drive, Kokomo, pleaded guilty
in Jay Circuit Court to possession
of  methamphetamine, a Level 6
felony. He was sentenced to 30
months in Indiana Department of
Corrections and given credit for
time served. Howell was assessed
$189 in court costs and ordered to
pay a $200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and correction
fee. As part of  his plea agreement,
a Level 5 felony for dealing mari-
juana and a Class A misdemeanor
for driving with a suspended
license were dismissed.
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Carol Manor
May 4, 1940-May 17, 2025

Carol Manor, age 85, a resident of
Bryant, passed away on Saturday,
May 17, 2025, at Adams Memorial
Hospital in Decatur, Indiana.

Carol was born on May 4, 1940, in
Jay County, the daughter of  Roy and
Bessie (Ross) Shull. Carol graduated
from Madison High School in 1958. 

Carol worked for the United States
Postal Service in Portland, Indiana,
and retired in 2002. Carol attended
New Covenant Fellowship Church. 

Carol married Robert Manor on
Sept. 26, 1958.

Survivors include:

Her husband —
Robert Manor,
Bryant, Indiana

Two daughters —
Brenda O’Brien (hus-
band: William), More-
head, Kentucky, and
Diane Parr, Bryant,
Indiana

Three granddaugh-
ters, two great-grandsons and one
great-granddaughter.

Carol was preceded in death by
seven siblings.

Visitation will be held on Wednes-
day, May 21, 2025, from 2 to 7 p.m. at
the Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland. Private

funeral services will be held on
Thursday, May 22, 2025, at the
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland, and bur-
ial will follow at Gravel Hill Ceme-
tery in Bryant, Indiana.

Memorials can be made to the
American Heart Association.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

Obituaries

Manor

Today
Paxson, Richard: 11 a.m.,

Walker & Glancy Funeral Home,
109 W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Poling, Merl: Titus Funeral
Home, 2000 Sheridan St., War-
saw.

May 24
Runyon, Victoria: 1 p.m.,

Griffen Road Chruch of Christ,
14550 Griffen Road, Southwest
Ranches, Florida.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
Weaver will be the grand mar-

shal for the homecoming parade
this year. (He will be joined by
2024 winners Dave Humbert, Bob
Lyons and Ingrid Saxman, who
were unable to be a part of  the
parade last year as it was can-
celed because of  high winds.)

The board also recognized
retiring employees Jane Evans,
a first grade teacher; Kathy
Hess, an instructional assis-
tant; and Michelle Schuller, a
fifth grade teacher.

In other business, the board:
•Heard Gulley praise the

efforts of  Bloomfield Elemen-
tary School nurse Whitney
Bruggeman and other staff
involved in the life-saving
efforts at the school last month
when fifth grade teacher Giles
Laux suffered a cardiac arrest.

•Accepted resignations of
several employees, including
East Jay fourth grade teacher
Rebecca May.

•Was reminded that the board
will hold its first public hearing

on a proposed junior-senior high
capital improvement project on
June 2.

•Approved the following:
extracurricular assignments,
including Gabby Williams as
cross country coach, Tyler
Leonhard as boys wrestling
coach and Troy Jacks as girls
wrestling coach; a contract
with Chartwells to continue to
operate food service for Jay
Schools; updates to the Jay
County Junior-Senior High
School handbook, including

adding nicotine/tobacco to the
list of  banned substance for
students participating
extracurricular activities; an
adjustment to student fees,
allowing the school corporation
to charge $5 for recorders for
third graders; field trips for for-
eign language classes to Cedar
Point, high school science stu-
dents to Costa Rica, and FFA
officers to Fort Recovery and
the state FFA convention; bus
use requests from Purdue
Extension, Jay County Special

Olympics, Jay County Law
Enforcement Youth Camp and
Fellowship Baptist Teen Min-
istry; and a contract with
Adaptability LLC for leasing a
classroom at General Shanks.

•Accepted a $10,000 National
FFA Classroom Enhancement
Grant for Ava Stockton and a
$3,000 National FFA Professional
Development Grant for Katie Loy,
as well as various donations
including $1,861.48 from Portland
Lions Club for medals for com-
mencement.

Honors ...

Felony court news

Intersection crash
A Portland man’s truck

was towed after crashing
into a Bryant man’s vehi-
cle at the intersection of
county road 800 South and
Treaty Line Road about
2:10 p.m. Monday.

Robert C. Lyons, 86, was
driving his 2017 Chevrolet
Silverado truck northwest
on Treaty Line Road and
approaching its intersec-
tion with county road 800
South. He failed to see the
oncoming 1996 Mack
dump truck driven by 19-
year-old Daniel S. Fennig
on county road 800 South.
Lyons’ vehicle struck the
driver’s side tire and fuel
tank on Fennig’s truck,
and after the impact his
truck stopped in a ditch on
the north side of  the road.

Damage is estimated
between $10,000 and
$25,000

See page 5

Capsule
Reports

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.64
June corn ................4.66
July corn..................4.68

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.64
June corn ................4.68
July corn..................4.71

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.61
June corn ................4.61
Beans ......................10.62

June beans ............10.67
Wheat ...................... 4.89

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.56
June corn ................4.56
Beans ......................10.63
June beans ............10.66
Wheat ......................4.79

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.71
June corn ................4.71
Beans ......................10.37
June beans ............10.37
Wheat .....................4.74

Lotteries

CR almanac

58/42 64/43 66/48 66/49 66/50
There’s a

40% chance
of rain. Other-
wise, mostly
cloudy with
wind gusts up
to 25 mph.

Memorial
Day look sto
be mostly
sunny with a
40% chance
of showers.

Sunday’s
forecast
shows a slight
chance of rain
under mostly
cloudy skies.

Mostly
sunny skies
are expected,
with a high in
the mid to low
60s.

Mostly
sunny on Sat-
urday when the
high will be in
the mid 60s.

Thursday
5/22

Friday
5/23

Saturday
5/24

Sunday
5/25

Monday
5/26

Powerball
Monday
13-14-37-50-60
Power Ball: 11
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$146 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$139 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 1-2-5
Daily Four: 8-6-2-0
Quick Draw: 1-9-10-12-

14-15-21-24-40-41-42-51-53-
58-63-67-71-73-78-80

Evening
Daily Three: 4-3-8

Daily Four: 8-0-6-1
Quick Draw: 3-4-6-7-12-

28-32-33-36-41-46-48-50-51-
52-54-56-64-74-78

Cash 5: 14-18-33-42-45
Estimated jackpot:

$153,500

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 6-1-1
Pick 4: 6-9-3-4
Pick 5: 6-5-2-5-8
Evening
Pick 3: 1-6-7
Pick 4: 7-4-7-9
Pick 5: 7-9-0-6-6
Rolling Cash: 10-20-29-

36-38
Estimated jackpot:

$150,000

In 1792, Japan’s
Mount Unzen on the
Shimabara Peninsula
erupted, causing a tsuna-
mi that killed about 15,000
in the country’s deadliest
volcanic eruption.

In 1796, Reverdy John-
son, who would go on to
serve as attorney general
under President Zachary
Taylor, was born in
Annapolis, Maryland.

In 1904, American
musician Fats Waller
was born.

In 1940, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt
vetoed a bill that would
have appropriated nearly
$110 million for rivers
and harbors, asserting
that the country should
be focusing on national
defense.

In 2007, the Jay Coun-
ty High School softball
team knocked off  Tipton
2-1 in the opening round
of  the sectional tourna-

ment. Shae Keller went
the distance pitching for
the win and Trisha
Champ finished 2-for-3
with both Patriot RBIs.

In 2012, Ben Dues was
tabbed as the new princi-
pal for Bloomfield Ele-
mentary School replac-
ing the retiring Dan Hoff-
man and Erica Tomano
was named principle of
Judge Haynes Elemen-
tary School to replace
Trent Paxson, who was
moving to a new role as
teacher evaluation coor-
dinator.

In 2017, Ringling
Bros. and Barnum & Bai-
ley Circus gave its final
performance.

In 2021, the Jay Coun-
ty High School baseball
team defeated New
Haven 7-2. Josh Dowlen
led the Patriots with a
double, two singles and
an RBI.

—The CR

Today
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works special
meeting, council cham-
bers, fire station 1616 N.
Franklin St.

5 p.m. — Jay County
Redevelopment Commis-

sion, auditorium, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Plan Commission, Com-
munity Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian St., Port-
land.

Friday
6 p.m. — Redkey Town

Council executive ses-
sion, city building, 8922
Indiana 67.
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Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from May 20, 2005.
Oh, the joys of  redesign. It’s a nec-
essary process, but a difficult one.
We’ve been working on it again on
and off  — mostly off  — since we
bought The News-Gazette and The
News Times more than two years
ago. It’ll get done, eventually. Jack
sheds some insight on why the
process can take so long.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

If  you want to talk about type-
faces, count me out.

The CR's re-design process,
which culminated last week in
the launching of  the daily news-
paper's new look, has been a long,
remarkable road.

When we were done, we figured
we could do side-by-side seminars
on how to do it and how not to do
it.

How not to do it came first.
We'd been kicking around the

idea of  re-designing The CR for a
number of  years, but about three
years ago the idea started to gain
traction.

I started things in what turned
out to be the worst way possible.

First, small d democrat that I
am, I decided to involve everyone
in the newsroom.

Mistake number one; only a

handful of  folks cared about the
topic. Others had no real inter-
est.

Then, we plunged immediately
into the deep end of  the pool.
People started designing wildly
different variations of  what they
thought pages ought to look like.
There was absolutely no consen-
sus and -- because I wanted to see
lots of  new ideas and had done a
re-design myself  in the early
1980s -- no direction.

Obviously, that was mistake
number two.

When sample pages were post-
ed in the newsroom, they were
completely incoherent. There
was no logic behind them. And
they were easy targets for
snipers who wandered by and
sniffed that they were dumb-
looking or hard to read.

That first misfire cost us
almost three years, because once
the critical comments came in,

no one had the confidence to
stand by his or her ideas.

The real impetus for the second
try came from CR sports editor
Ray Cooney. He's the one who
urged me to return to the ques-
tion, and he's the guy who kept
our feet to the fire when it would
have been easy to say we simply
didn't have time to take on a proj-
ect of  this size. Thanks, Ray.

When it came to the second try,
which began in January, I think
we did some things right.

First, we cut the number of
people involved. Instead of  every-
one, it was Ray, managing editor
Barbara Wilkinson, news editor
Mike Snyder, and myself.

Second, we took a much more
step-by-step approach.

At the first of  what would be
many weekly meetings, we
looked at one question: What did
we like about the old design?

The answer was that we
thought it was pretty easy to nav-
igate and not badly organized,
but that it was dated, needed to be
more legible, and needed more
local color.

The next step was looking for
design elements we liked in our
paper and in other papers. All of
us marked up dozens of  pages.

Ray bought out a newsstand

somewhere in Ohio and brought
back "idea papers" to look at.

We used the Internet as well.
(Were you aware there's a web
site you can go to that gives you a
look at the daily design of  front
pages of  more than 350 papers in
more than 35 countries at
www.newseum.org?)

We also turned to expert
advice, taking turns reading a
book called Pure Design by news-
paper guru Mario Garcia.

And, finally, we started with
the basic building block, the type-
face and type size used for arti-
cles in the newspaper.

We spent weeks on that alone,
trying to get the right point size,
trying to manipulate the type
font so that it was more vertical
and more legible, trying to assure
that we didn't reduce the quanti-
ty of  information delivered.

Then we spent days and weeks
debating headline typefaces, try-
ing to find those which could be
married together effectively.

Only after the four of  us had
agreed on a text typeface and
typefaces for headlines did we
begin to experiment with what
pages might look like.

Even more debate followed, but
unlike the first time, we had a
bottom line of  consensus and the

pages we produced were remark-
ably more coherent visually than
they had been before.

Finally, after several weeks
more of  tweaking and changing,
we printed a short run of  a pro-
totype edition and circulated it
for comment from friends, family
members and other readers.
They recommended changes,
applauded some ideas and cri-
tiqued others.

Newspaper redesign isn't
something I'd recommend for
anyone.

The closest thing it compares
to in the non-newspaper world is
building a house as your own
general contractor and having to
decide on every nail, screw and
fixture.

In our case, the absurdities
were reached when we had dis-
cussions that lasted 20 to 25 min-
utes on the appearance of  lines
which tell readers that a story is
continued.

We got through it; and based
upon the reactions we received
from a short-run prototype
model we printed and the fin-
ished product, we did OK.

There's still more tweaking to
do, but trust me, the continued
lines stay just the way they are.
That discussion is closed.

Redesign is a complicated process
Back
in the
Saddle

By KELLY MCKINNEY
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

At 12:33 p.m. local time on a crystal
blue Monday, the system that pro-
vides the power essential to the daily
lives of  50 million-plus people col-
lapsed. The lights went out from Lis-
bon to Barcelona; trains stopped, air
traffic controllers went offline and
hospital workers scrambled to keep
patients alive. Two highly modern,
eminently civilized nations
were plunged into chaos.

While understandable, the immedi-
ate obsessive search for the cause —
whether cyberattack, software error
or rare atmospheric phenomenon —
missed the point. In tightly coupled,
highly complex systems like the
European energy grid, the next catas-
trophe is not caused. It is triggered.

Over the past 2½ decades in the dis-
aster business in New York City, I’ve
watched weather systems, electrical
grids, transit systems and terrorist
networks overwhelm the best-laid
plans. And I’ve come to understand
what physicists and systems theorists
have known for years: In complex sys-
tems, disaster is not the exception; it’s
the destination.

Back in the 1990s, Danish physicist
Per Bak proposed a theory he called
self-organized criticality. His insight
was that complex systems — whether
electrical power systems, cities,
economies or even ecosystems —
inevitably organize themselves into
fragile states. As connections grow
and efficiency increases, the margin
for error disappears. One small,
almost trivial fault can suddenly cas-
cade into a continent-wide collapse.
Not because the fault is catastrophic
— but because the system itself
evolves into the crosshairs of  catas-
trophe.

This is what happened in Spain

and Portugal. And it will happen
again.

In his landmark work “Normal
Accidents,” sociologist Charles Per-
row explained why. Systems like
telecommunications networks or
national power grids aren’t just com-
plicated — they’re “tightly coupled,”
meaning that one failure rapidly
affects the next. The result is failure
that is not only probable — but nor-
mal. Trying to find and eliminate
every possible fault is a fool’s errand.
You can’t debug your way out of  sys-
temic risk.

This concept might seem abstract
unless you happen to be on the hook
to solve the issues and unmet needs
of  the millions trapped in the black-
out. The elderly patient whose venti-
lator shut down. The train passenger
stuck underground. The nurse work-
ing by flashlight. The grocery store
that lost everything in the dark.

We are used to thinking of  disas-
ters as external shocks — terrorist
attacks, hurricanes, pandemics. But
more and more, the disasters we face
are emergent properties of  the sys-
tems we’ve built. Lean, efficient,
interconnected infrastructures may
work beautifully on a good day. But
they break spectacularly on a bad
one.

Statistician Nassim Nicholas
Taleb, in his influential work “The
Black Swan,” calls the world where
low-probability, high-impact events
dominate “Extremistan.” In Extrem-

istan, what seems improbable hap-
pens regularly. What seems stable col-
lapses without warning. And what
seems isolated is deeply, dangerously
connected. I hate to break it to you,
but we live in Extremistan now. So
what should we be doing about it?

First, we must stop debating proba-
bilities. Catastrophic failures are not
rare. They are built in. The question
is not if  another system will collapse
— but when and how many others
will collapse with it.

Second, we must shift from an opti-
mization to a resilience mindset. The
infrastructure that sustains daily life
— transportation, communications,
water and wastewater, energy, food,
health care — must be rendered able
to absorb shocks and keep function-
ing, not just on paper but in practice.
That means slack in the system.
Redundancy. Cross-training. Manual
overrides. And a professional emer-
gency management class empowered
to plan, rehearse and lead.

And finally, we must prepare for
the moment of  truth — that first hour
when the system breaks, and the
response begins. That hour is not a
drill. It is life or death for the vulner-
able, the elderly, those with access
and functional needs, the isolated.
And if  we are not ready, it will be too
late.

The Iberian blackout was not a one-
off. It was not a fluke. It was a signal
from the future, sent in the language
of  darkness. Our job is to listen —
and act — before the next black swan
comes.

••••••••••
McKinney is the vice president of

emergency management and enter-
prise resilience at NYU Langone
Health and a former deputy commis-
sioner at the New York City Office of
Emergency Management in New York
City.

Blackout was not a fluke

Albert Lea Tribune
(Minnesota)
Tribune News Service

May is Minnesota’s
Arbor Month, an entire
31 days of  appreciating
trees and what they can
do for our world, our
community and what
they can do for our spir-
its.

Aside from being aes-
thetically pleasing and a
cool place to rest beneath
their branches on a
warm summer day, trees
fulfill a vital function by
pulling carbon dioxide
out of  the air, contribut-
ing to a healthier envi-
ronment and are vital to
the sustained health of
the planet.

According to the Arbor
Day Foundation: “Trees
play a critical role in cre-
ating healthier, safer and
more connected commu-
nities. They clean our air,
filter our water and even
slow storm surge and
flooding in our cities.
Trees also provide shade
and cool our cities by up
to 10 degrees, which can
help prevent heat-related
deaths in urban areas.”

And they also con-
tribute to the biodiversi-
ty that surrounds us and
helps make up this won-
derful world we live in.

But we would wager
that largely, a great many
of  you go about your day
not thinking about things
like this and we’re
included. Sure, you may
appreciate a tree or
remember the branches
you scaled in your youth,
but do you pay specific
attention to the role trees
play?

The fact of  the matter
is we should be paying
more attention because
of  those aforementioned
benefits and the direct
effect they have on our-
selves and the lives we
lead.

This has become direct-
ly relevant in the face of
the emerald ash borer
infestation in the area.

This month, we urge
you to consider planting
a tree. Not only can it
benefit the community,
but it plays a role in the

betterment of  our lives.
Best of  all, it doesn’t have
to be a chore.

Planting a tree can also
be a great way for a fami-
ly to spend time with
each other, or start a tra-
dition that can be handed
down through the genera-
tions. It can be something
service groups do
throughout their commu-
nity to add more to that
life we walk beneath
every day.

It might be easy to walk
throughout town and not
think too much about the
trees you walk beside,
but it’s worth giving the
idea some time. We have
always been about foster-
ing its community and
environment and trees
have been a part of  that.

We hope you take some
time this month to appre-
ciate this important part
of  nature and perhaps
consider adding to it.

Celebrate
trees in May

Kelly 
McKinney

Guest
Editorial

The fact of
the matter
is we should 
be paying

more attention
because 
of those

aforementioned
benefits and
the direct
effect they 
have on
ourselves

and the lives
we lead.
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ACCULEVEL. YOUR
foundation repair and
basement waterproofing
experts. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or
concrete slab weíll guide
you on the right path to a
healthy home. Act now!
Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free
consultation. 1-877-229-
0197
ADVERTISERS:  You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $300.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
BECOME A  Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution.
CALL FOR  Your Free
Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/hoosier
CALL LEAFGUARD  and
say goodbye to gutter
cleaning for good. No
cleaning. No leaking. No
water damage. No more
ladder accidents. Get
LeafGuard today and be
protected for life. FREE
estimate. Financing avail-
able. 20% off total pur-
chase (Restrictions may
apply.) Call 1-866-641-
9158
CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR  - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no hid-
den fees and activation is
free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month.
For more information, call
1-855-572-5165
DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-
844-244-7025 www.den-
tal50plus.com/hoosier
#6258
DIRECTV-  All your
entertainment. Nothing
on your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first
three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice
package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931
DO YOU  know whatís in
your water? Leaf Home
Water Solutions offers
FREE water testing and
whole home water treat-
ment systems that can
be installed in as little
one day. 15% off your
entire purchase. Plus
10% senior & military
discounts. Restrictions
apply. Schedule your
FREE test today. Call 1-
855-966-4836
DONATE YOUR  car,
truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-877-414-
2352 today!
ELIMINATE GUTTER
cleaning forever! LeafFil-
ter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. Plus 10%
Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-361-
4260
FREEDOMCARE. LET
your loved ones care for
you and get paid!†Paid
by Medicaid. Choose
family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check
your eligibility today! Call
FreedomCare now! 1-
844-563-4012
IF YOU HAD KNEE OR
HIP REPLACE and suf-
fered an infection
between 2020 and the
present time, you may be
entitled to compensation.
Call Attorney Charles H.
Johnson 1-800-535-
5727
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777 THE 
CLASSFIEDS
Find it, 
Buy It, 
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141 

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
Employee Benefits 
• Dental • Vision

• Medicare
Supplements •

Annuities
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JACUZZI BATH
Remodel can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one
day. For a limited time,
waiving ALL installation
costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-
866-937-1159
NEW WINDOWS  from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer - zero
down, zero payments,
zero interest for TWO
years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE!
Offer is valid for select
models. Labor not includ-
ed. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
PREPARE FOR  power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-866-
953-2203 today to
schedule a free quote.
Itís not just a generator.
Itís a power move.
PREPARE FOR  power
outages with Briggs &
StrattonÆ PowerPro-
tect(TM) standby gener-
ators - the most powerful
home standby genera-
tors available. Industry-
leading comprehensive
warranty - 7 years ($849
value.) Proudly made in
the U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-877-798-
0270.
REPLACE YOUR  roof
with the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer
up to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off
install (for military, health
workers & 1st respon-
ders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-866-781-6023
SAFE STEP.  North
Americaís #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and
service. Now featuring
our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-855-743-
1911
SUNSETTER. AMERIC-
AS  Number One
Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or
patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year lim-
ited warranty. Call now
and SAVE $350 today! 1-
855-801-2797
WE BUY  Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-
855-655-7718

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

E & M BLACKSMITH
SHOP

14th Annual 
Consignment Auction 
Saturday, June 7, 2025 

8:30 a.m.
2404 W 350 S, Berne,

IN
Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness; Carts;
New Tack; Saddles;
Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage
Grinder/Stuffers;

New/Used Furniture;
Washing Machines; Hay,

Straw, Firewood. 
Accepting consignments
every evening that week 
from 4pm-8pm and all

day 
Thursday, June 5th/Fri-
day, June 6th from 7am-

8pm.
Call 260-589-2743

Leave message to con-
sign horses.
Auctioneers 
John P. Troyer 
AU10900141 

Also with J. S. Auctions 
AU10700049

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located 620 N Pierce
Street, Portland IN
Saturday Morning
MAY 24, 2025 
9:30 A.M. 

REAL ESTATE
3 Bedroom manufac-

tured home with approxi-
mately 1400 square feet
of living area sitting on
concrete crawl space.
This 1994 home fea-
tures 2 full bathrooms,
gas forced air furnace,
central air, metal roof,
and attached carport
with approximately 736
square feet.  This home
is situated on a 136í x
173í corner lot which is
equivalent to 3 city lots.
Property also has 2 out-
door storage sheds.    

For more information or
private showing contact
GARY LOY, AUCTION-
EER at (260) 726-5160
or KIM LOY, REAL
ESTATE BROKER at
(260) 729-2213.

SUV- MOWERñGOLF
CART

2013 Buick Encore Pre-
mium Wagon 4 door
SUV, Dixon 13 hp zero
turn mower with 38î
deck; 2017 Yamaha
electric golf cart with

roof, windshield and bat-
teries were new in 2024.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
ñ OLD ITEMS - TOOLS
Amana side by side
refrigerator; Whirlpool
stack washer & dryer;
Oak modern lighted
china hutch; (2) Lazy
Boy recliners; weather
vane globes; canes;
glass baskets; Christ-
mas decorations; Carni-
val plates; battery charg-
er; Speedway Series air
compressor; tool box;
sockets; screwdrivers;
pliers; wrenches; and
other items not listed.
ELDON MILLER
By Ron Miller POA

And 
ROWENA MILLER,

DECEASED
Loy Auction 

AC#31600027 
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 831 E 900 N

Ridgeville, IN 
MAY 23rd, 2025

5:00 P M.
TRUCKS ñ TRACTOR -
FARM IMPLEMENTS ñ
TOOLS ñ OLD ITEMS
1995 Chevrolet 3500
dually extended cab
diesel truck; 1975

Chevrolet dually truck;
John Deere 60 Standard
tractor; John Deere pull
type 3, 4, and 5 bottom
plows; John Deere 12í
pull type offset disc;
John Deere buck rake;
John Deere 2 bottom
plow; John Deere John
Deere A blocks & mani-
folds; Kewanee 10í disc;
John Deere semi-mount
sickle bar mower; horse
drawn 2 bottom plow; 
John Deere rototiller;
steel fly wheels; John
Deere implement

umbrellas; Lincoln 225
amp stick welder; horse
drawn sleigh;  sulky; egg

baskets; grinding
stones; Bud Light clock;
hay hooks; Chevrolet
and Chrysler hub caps;
various wheels and rims;
doghouse;  and many
other items not listed.
PAUL & JOAN KLIN-
GEL, DECEASED 

Loy Auction
AC#31600027 Auction-

eers 
Gary Loy AU01031608 

Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday JUNE 14th,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 1207 N SR
167 DUNKIRK,  IN
REAL ESTATE

Real Estate sells at
10:00 AM. 

2 bedroom home with
Central Air, 30íx40í
attached garage,

24íx32í Quonset build-
ing. Nicely situated on 2

acres. 
Open House: Sunday

June 1st 
1-3 PM or for private
showing phone auction-

eers. 
RIDING MOWERS ñ
ANTIQUES ñ HOUSE-

HOLD 
Troybilt Riding Mower

w/ 42î Deck. Troybilt and
Murray Mowers for

parts. Iron Bed. Steamer
Trunk. Hen on Nest and
other collectible Glass-
ware. Roll-top Desk.
Bird Cages. Elvis Pic-
ture. Fishing Poles and
Supplies. Generator.
Shop Mate. Large

Chicken Feeder. Several
Items Not Mentioned. 
OWNER:  Mary L Shory
Estate by Crystal R
Suman and Michael

Dahlestrom
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY JUNE 7TH,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 127 Rayburn
Dr, Portland IN.
REAL ESTATE

Real Estate sells at
10:00 AM. 

3 bedroom, 1.5 bath
brick ranch style home
containing 1,328 sq ft

finished living area. Cen-
tral Air, Sun room, 2 car

attached garage.
Detached garage/ shop
building. Home has
been well maintained. 

Open House:
Sunday May 25th from
1-3 PM or for private

showing phone Auction-
eers. 

VEHICLE ñ FURNI-
TURE ñ SHOP

2003 Chevrolet Venture
Minivan. Cast Iron Bull-

dog. 
Grandfather Clock. 8
Track Stereo/ Record
Player. Glider Rocker w/
Ottoman. 3 Cushion
Sofa. Rocker Recliner.
Metal Patio Set. Bird

Bath. Lawn Cart. Crafts-
man 10î Table Saw.
Craftsman Router w/
Stand. Craftsman Scroll

Saw. Craftsman
Grinder/Sander. Shop,
Hand, and Lawn and

Garden Tools.
OWNER: Rose Fennig

Estate, 
by Dale W Fennig

Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday May 24th,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED:  606 S West-
ern Ave, PORTLAND IN

REAL ESTATE
Real Estate sells at

10:00 AM. 
3 bedroom, 2 bath

Ranch style home con-
taining 1,456 sq ft fin-
ished living area. Home
has central air, newer
roof, 1 car attached
garage, 12x20 ft utility
shed/shop. Home is in
move-in condition. 

Open House: Sunday
May 11th 1-3 PM, or for
private showing phone

auctioneers.
VEHICLES ñ JEWELRY
ñ ANTIQUES ñ SHOP 
2007 Kia Rondo EX V6
w/ 196,000 miles. Rem-
ington Score Master 511
22 cal Bolt. 1932 Bryant
Owls Gold 14k Class

Ring. JayCees 10k Gold
Ring. 1972 JayCees

Gold Pins. Scottish Rite
10k Gold Ring w/ Dia-
mond.  Lions Club Silver
Necklace. Shriner,

Masonic, and Scottish
Rite Memorabilia.
Howdy Duty Puppet.
22K Gold Overlay Dish-
ware. Stained Glass and

other Tiffany Style
Lamps. Mantel Clocks. .
Hummels Coat Rack.
Miniatures and Fig-
urines. . Portable Air
Compressor. Bench

Model Drill Press. Wood
Clamps. Wood Lathe
Knives. Poulan Chain-
saw. Battery Powered
Weed Eater. Large Lot
of: Shop, Hand, and

Lawn and Garden Tools. 
OWNER: Richard B

Frank
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-

EERING AND REAL
ESTATE

AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage

THE  CLASSFIEDS
Find it  Buy It

Sell It!
(260) 726-8141 
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190 FARMERS
COLUMN

Public Notice
LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that
the Jay County Plan Commis-
sion will conduct a public
hearing on Thursday, June 12,
2025 at 6:00 pm in the confer-
ence room of the Community
Resource Center, 118 S Merid-
ian Street, Portland, IN 47371.
On the agenda will be a pub-
lic hearing regarding estab-
lishing a moratorium on the
permitting of carbon seques-
tration storage facilities in the
County’s jurisdictional area to
allow for the development of
an ordinance for such facili-
ties and establishing a mora-
torium on future wind farm
development projects to allow
for review of the Jay County
Zoning Ordinance regarding
Wind Energy System Stan-
dards.

John Hemmelgarn
Director/Administrator

Jay/Portland Building De-
partment

118 S Meridian Street / Ste E
Portland, IN  47371

260-726-6904
jaycobldg@gmail.com

CR 5-21-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS AND ALL 
OTHER PERSONS AFFECTED OF 

PUBLIC HEARINGS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
THE JAY SCHOOL CORPORATION CONCERNING PRELIMI-

NARY DETERMINATIONS TO 
ENTER INTO A LEASE, LEASES OR LEASE AMEND-

MENT(S) OR ISSUE GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS WITH
RESPECT TO A SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROJECT

AND
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED SCHOOL

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT
Preliminary Determination Hearings

Notice is hereby given to taxpayers and all other persons af-
fected thereby that two public hearings for the project de-
scribed below (the “Preliminary Determination Hearings”) will
be held before the Board of Trustees of the Jay School Corpo-
ration (the “Board” and the “School Corporation,” respectively)
on the dates, times, and at the locations described below upon
a resolution preliminarily determining to obtain financing on
the school construction project described below through the is-
suance of one or more series of general obligation bonds and/or
a lease, leases or amendment to lease or leases with a school
building corporation incorporated under Indiana Code § 20-47-
3 (the “Resolution”). Following the Preliminary Determination
Hearings, the Board will consider for adoption a Resolution for
the Project (as hereinafter defined). The proposed school con-
struction project is described as follows:
The Project consists of various proposed improvements to the
Jay County Jr-Sr High School building and athletic grounds, in-
cluding but not limited to: (i) certain architectural and school
safety improvements including, but not limited to, roofing, se-
curity upgrades, sidewalk and masonry repairs;  (ii) certain
functional improvements including, but not limited to, updat-
ing the former TV studio, band and choir rooms, wrestling
rooms and kitchen, (iii) certain mechanical improvements in-
cluding, but not limited to, replacing the pool dehumidification
unit, water mains and building HVAC controls, (iv) certain elec-
trical improvements including, but not limited to, the replace-
ment of the main electrical switchgear and related panels, (v)
certain outdoor athletic improvements including, but not lim-
ited to, a rebuilt tennis court, a rebuilt track, and upgrades to
extend the useful life of the football stadium and baseball
dugouts, and (vi) other related acquisitions (including real prop-
erty if desired), improvements, upgrades, equipping, and reno-
vations in connection therewith (collectively, the “Project”).
The Preliminary Determination Hearings with respect to the
proposed Resolution and the Project will be held on June 2,
2025, at 5:00 p.m. local time (first Preliminary Determination
Hearing) and on June 16, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. local time (second
Preliminary Determination Hearing). The Preliminary Deter-
mination Hearings will be held at the School Corporation’s Cen-
tral Office located at 414 Floral Avenue, Portland, Indiana
47371. The Preliminary Determination Hearings will be held in
accordance with Indiana Code § 6-1.1-20-3.1 and will address the
Resolution and Project. The Resolution makes a preliminary
determination in respect of the general obligation and/or lease
financing of the Project.
At each of the Preliminary Determination Hearings described
herein, which may be adjourned or postponed from time to
time, all persons interested shall have a right to be heard with
respect any matters pertaining to the Board’s consideration of
adopting the Resolution.

1028 Hearing
Notice is hereby further given that the Board will hold a sepa-
rate public hearing in accordance with Indiana Code § 20-26-7-
37 (the “1028 Hearing”) at the School Corporation’s Central
Office located at 414 Floral Avenue, Portland, Indiana 47371, at
5:00 p.m. local time on June 16, 2025.
The 1028 Hearing will be with respect to the School Corpora-
tion’s proposal to acquire, construct, install and/or equip the
Project, which is at a cost in excess of $1,000,000. At the 1028
Hearing for the Project, which may be adjourned or postponed
from time to time, the Board will give explanations of the po-
tential value of the Project, including a more detailed descrip-
tion thereof, to the School Corporation and to the community,
including the educational purposes of the Project and its esti-
mated costs, tax impact, and funding sources, and interested
parties may present testimony and questions concerning the
proposed Project, and the Board’s consideration of adopting the
Resolution, including objections to and support for it.

Dated this 15th day of May 2025.
THE JAY SCHOOL CORPORATION
By: Jeremy Gulley, Superintendent

CR 5-21-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
State of Indiana

County of Jay
IN The Jay Circuit Court

Case No. 38C01-2505-MI-11
In RE the name change of

minor:
Ashton Castillo, 
Name of Minor

Tiana Gaucin, Petitioner
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR

CHANGE OF NAME
Notice is hereby given that
Petitioner, Tiana Gaucin, as a
self-represented litigant, filed
a Verified Petition for Change
of Name on May 2, 2025 to
change the name of Ashton
Brandon Castillo to Ashton
Brandon Gaucin.
The Petition is schedule for
hearing in the Circuit Court
on June 26, 2025 at 8:30 am,
which is more than thirty (30)
days after the third notice of
publication.  Any person has
the right to appear at the
hearing and to file written ob-
jections on or before the hear-
ing date.
May 5, 2025

Melissa Elliott, Clerk
CR 5-21,28,6-4, 2025-HSPAXLP
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THEN RECYCLE

Continued from page 8
The Eagles made

one final stand in the
seventh inning, scor-
ing two runs on an
error and a sacrifice
fly by Cline, but
Myers had enough in
him to get the job
done with the fly out
to Jetmore in center
and a pair of  lineouts
to Phillips in left and
Foster at second base.

Jay County and
Delta have the poten-
tial to meet again for
a rematch in the
IHSAA Class 3A Sec-

tional 24 semifinal.
Before that game, Jay
County would have to
go through New Cas-
tle, while Delta faces
Connerville in the
opener of  the tourna-
ment hosted by York-
town.

“They’re a really
good team and it’s
hard to beat a good
team twice,” said
Farr. “We’ve got to
play New Castle and
they have Con-
nersville so we might
meet up and we’ll be
ready.”

Sixth ...Continued from page 8
Gretchen Link and Sophia

Sprunger won four games in the No. 2
doubles match, but still fell to Addi-
son Bates and Delilah Young 6-2, 6-2.

Faith Faulkner and Raylah Newton
suffered a 6-0, 6-2 defeat at the hands
of  Abby Gaines and Lily Harpe in the
No. 1 doubles contest.

JCHS will face Union City tonight
in the sectional opener. The Patriots
previously swept the Indians 5-0 on
May 9. A win would advance them to
Thursday’s sectional final against the
winner of  Randolph Southern and
Winchester Community. Jay County’s
match with the former got cancelled
due to rain, while it beat the Golden
Falcons 4-1 on April 21.

Brantley blasts
Masonic Lodge beat up on PG-14 in

a 14-2 victory during Portland Junior

League Willie Mayes baseball play on
Monday.

Brantley Robinson highlighted
Masonic Lodge’s night with a home
run in the fourth inning.

Easton Steed led the team with four
RBIs, while Khoden Bentz, Emerson
Cavanaugh, Mikken Huftel and Jake
Lochtefeld each had two. Cavanaugh
tallied the most hits as he went 3-for-3
at the dish.

Ashton Conn and Micah Davis
drove in the only runs for PG-14.
Parker Huntsman and Liam Ride-
naur made up the two scores for the
team.

Masonic Lodge outhit PG-14 9-5 and
drew two more walks as well.

Portland picks up two
The Portland Rockets dropped

their season opener 10-9 against the
South Bend Royals on Saturday

before sweeping the Royals 12-4 and
10-6 on Sunday.

Cody Rowles gave up five runs in
the seventh inning to take the loss.
Jonny Heitkamp led the offense in
the season opener with two RBIs on
a pair of  hits and a walk.

An eight-run fourth inning gave
the Rockets an edge in the first
game on Saturday. Evan Pearce led
the way with a grand slam in the
inning.

Andrew Onuegbu picked up the
win after giving up four runs on
seven hits and two walks through
four innings pitched.

Portland jumped out to an 8-4 lead
in the second inning of  game No. 2
and coasted to victory. Heitkamp
and Pearce led the team with three
RBIs apiece. Crosby Heniser earned
the win after three innings pitched,
in which he struck out seven batters.

Roundup ...
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Sports
Wednesday, May 21, 2025

Brenna Bailey finished
the regular season 14-0,
see roundup below

Jay County girls tennis 
faces Union City today,

see Sports on tap

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

The Patriots didn’t have a
ton of  opportunities to
score against the Eagles.

After the Patriots pushed
their first run across the
plate, Maddox Huffman
came in to try and hold the
Eagles’ lead by stranding
the bases loaded. For the
first two batters, he was
successful as he struck out
Joe Geesaman and Brady
Jetmore with some high
heat.

But Drew Schemenaur
came to the plate with a
plan, and as a result, deliv-
ered the base knock that
claimed the lead. Three
more runs came in after to
add the insurance the Patri-
ots needed.

The Jay County High
School baseball team uti-
lized a six-run sixth inning
to take down the Delta
Eagles 6-4 on Monday.

JCHS coach Todd Farr
pointed to the effort of  A.J.
Myers on the mound as
being a key part to the vic-
tory.

“Our pitching was there
tonight,” Farr said. “We
threw strikes, they put the
ball in play and when they
did we made plays. It was a
difference maker.

“We kept battling when
our bats weren’t there early
…  and they got a couple
there early, but I was really
pleased with how we
responded. We didn’t get
down. We made a play, had
a quick inning, got after it
and played ball.”

Myers pitched a complete
game for the Patriots (10-12)
giving up three earned
runs on four hits and two
walks. He only struck out
one batter, but got 12 batters
out on ground balls or pop
ups to the infield. His
defense also backed him up,
only committing one error
in the final frame.

“A lot of  it’s mental for
me,” Myers said. “My old
travel coach once told me,
‘You’ve got to block out the
mental side of  things and
focus on what’s in front of
you.’ So I can’t let the walks
and bloop singles deter-
mine what’s going on with
me on the mound.”

The first two runs came
in the fifth inning on a sac-
rifice fly by Kaeb Stebbins
and a Lane Norton single.

After scoring the first
two runs, Delta (15-8)
silenced Jay County in the
bottom of  the fifth, but
went 3 up, 3 down in the
sixth.

The Patriots got off  to a
quick start in the bottom

half  as Carter Fugiett and
Gavin Byrum drew back-to-
back walks against Evan
Conner. On the first pitch to
Aiden Philips, the JCHS
junior laid down a bunt
that Connor fielded, but
didn’t have anyone to throw
it to as first baseman Kaeb

Stebbins crashed the ball
and Zane Cline broke for
second base.

During Garrett Bennett’s
at bat, Connor let go of  a
wild pitch, allowing Fugiett
to score to cut the deficit to
2-1. Bennett then reached
base on a fielder’s choice to

Campbell Light at third
base as he looked back at
Byrum before throwing it
late to first base.

Delta nearly got out of
the jam as Maddox Huff-
man struck out Geesaman
and Jetmore on seven
pitches with fastballs above

the strike zone as the put-
away pitch. With two outs
and the bases loaded, a red-
hot Schemenaur — he has
had 13 RBIs on seven hits
over the past eight days —
came to the plate. The jun-
ior catcher hit a sharp
ground ball down the third

base line for a two-RBI sin-
gle to take a 3-2 lead. (Ben-
nett and Schemenaur
advanced to third and sec-
ond base on a fielding error
by Chase Flannery in left
field after the initial hit.)

“(Huffman) has good
velocity on his fastball,”
Schemenaur said. “I was
the whole at bat, sitting and
waiting for that fastball,
especially after he gets our
first two guys swinging at
that high stuff. I told
myself, ‘the first pitch is
going to be a high fastball,
he’s going to go back to it.’ I
watched it go by. Then he
threw an offspeed pitch and
I fouled it off.

“I got myself  into a count
that was 1-1, knew this was
a pitch I could get ahold of.
He threw that fastball low
and away and I was able to
get my hands to it and pull
it down the line for a base
hit.”

Brown followed Scheme-
naur with a two-RBI single
up the middle to extend the
lead to 5-2. Wyatt Foster hit
a single to right field and
Fugiett got hit by a pitch to
load the bases for Byrum,
who drove in a sixth run
with a walk.

The inning finally ended
when Huffman struck out
Phillips looking.

See Sixth page 7

Super sixth
Patriots score six runs in sixth inning to take down Delta 6-4

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Girls tennis sectional
opener vs. Union City – 5 p.m.; Softball
at Bellmont – 5 p.m. 

Thursday
Jay County — Boys track sectional at

Muncie Central – 5 p.m.; Baseball at
Bellmont – 5:30 p.m.; Boys golf at Wod-
lan – 5:30 p.m.; Softball vs. Huntington
North – 5:30  p.m.

TV sports
Today

12:35 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds
vs. Pittsburgh Pirates (FDSN Indiana)

8 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Edmonton Oil-
ers at Dallas Stars (ESPN)

8:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Indiana
Pacers at New York Knicks (TNT)

Thursday
11 a.m. — College baseball: Michi-

gan at UCLA (BTN)
4 p.m. — College baseball: TBD vs.

Texas (BTN)
7 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Michigan

State at Oregon (BTN)
7 p.m. — NCAA softball tournament:

Texas Tech vs. Florida State (ESPN2)
8 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Florida Pan-

thers at Carolina Hurricanes (TNT)
8:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Minneso-

ta Timberwolves at Oklahoma City Thun-
der (ESPN)

9 p.m. — NCAA softball tournament:
Clemson at Texas (ESPN2)

Local notes
Registration open

Registration for the 35th annual Flat
50 Plus bicycle ride in Adams County is
now open. To register, visit
RunSignUp.com.

There are rides ranging from 20 to
100 miles long.

The event will be held at 7 a.m.
Saturday, June 21. It will start at

Bellmont High School and will have
stops in Willshire, Geneva and
Monroe with refreshments.

Jay hosting
Jay Community Center will be

hosting its 23rd annual J Gordon
Meeker Golf Outing on May 30 at
Portland Golf Club.

Registration is at 11 a.m. with a
shotgun start at noon.

Jay Community Center will be
honoring The Portland Foundation for
being a longtime supporter at this
year’s event.

Support can be shown by
sponsoring a hole, with packages
ranging between $100-$390.

Those interested in sponsoring a
hole or putting in a team should visit
https://bit.ly/3YQzE7W or call (260)
726-6477.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Brenna Bailey put together the final
touches on a perfect regular season as
the No. 1 singles position and learned
who her first opponent will be as she
looks to continue her senior season all in
one evening.

The Jay County High School girls tennis
team fell to Alexandria-Monroe 3-2 on
Monday afternoon and drew the Union
City Indians in the opening round of  the
IHSAA Sectional 53 hosted by the Patriots.

Bailey finished the regular season 14-0
after taking down Avery Cueno 6-2, 6-0.

Meredith Dirksen picked up the other

point for Jay County (7-7) by beating
Kara Quinn 6-0, 6-2 in the No. 2 singles
contest.

Lily Johnson dropped the No. 3 singles
match to Fayte Bridwell 6-0, 6-1.

See Roundup page 7

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Brady Jetmore, the Jay County High School baseball team’s center fielder, camps under a fly
ball during the Patriots’ 6-4 win over the Delta Eagles on Monday. Jetmore, along with Aiden Phillips in
left and Garrett Bennett in right, played all 12 balls that reached the grass without any errors in the win.

Box score
Delta Eagles

vs. Jay County Patriots

Delta (15-8)
ab r h bi

Cline 2b 2 0 0 1
Neal cf 3 0 0 0
Light 3b 4 0 1 0
Flannery lf 3 0 0 0
Linn ss 3 0 0 0
Ritchie dh 1 0 0 0
Connor pr 1 1 0 0

Case rf 2 2 1 0
Stebbins 1b 2 1 1 1
Norton c 2 0 1 1
Williams ph 1 0 0 0

Totals 24 4 4 3

Jay County (10-12)
ab r h bi

Brown dh 4 1 2 2
Foster 2b 3 0 1 0
Fugiett 3b 2 1 0 0
Byrum ss 2 1 1 1
Phillips lf 4 1 1 0
Bennett rf 3 1 0 0
Geesaman 1b 3 0 1 0
Jetmore cf 3 0 0 0
Schemenaur c 3 0 1 2
Sollars cr 0 1 0 0

Totals 27 5 7 5

Delta 000 020 2 — 4
Jay Co. 000 006 X — 6

LOB — Delta 5, Jay County 8. 2B
— Delta 2 (Light, Case).

IP H R ER BB SO
Delta
Mitchell 4.2 3 0 0 1 2
Connor 0.1 1 4 4 2 0
Huffman 0.2 3 2 1 1 3

Jay County
Myers 7 4 2 1 3 1

Bailey stays undefeated,
Patriots draw Union City

Local
roundup


