
By LINDY MERCER
The Commercial Review

The last day of  school.
At Bloomfield Elementary School on

Friday, it served as a celebration and a
send-off.

Students enjoyed a lunch outside and
were treated with ice cream afterward.
Tom Brinkerhoff, of  TJ's Jammin' Tunes
was on hand to provide music.

In the morning, students got to duct
tape librarian Amy Hawbaker to the wall
for achieving their reading goals, and the
top PTO pie fundraising students got to
smash Principal Ben Dues in the face
with whipped cream. Kindergarteners
went down “the big slide” for the first
time, signifying the completion of  their
first year of  school.

See Goodbye page 2
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There will be no newspaper
on Tuesday following the
Memorial Day holiday.

We will resume our regular
publishing schedule on
Wednesday.

Memorial Day Services at
Portland’s Green Park Ceme-
tery will begin at 10:45 a.m.
Monday.

Other ceremonies in Jay
County include 9 a.m. at Clay-
comb Cemetery, 10 a.m. at the
Redkey War Mothers Memorial
Monument and 11 a.m. at Hill-
crest Cemetery.

In review In review

Richard Straley, 62, Port-
land

Alethea Martin, 94, Berne
Details on page 2.

Deaths
Jay County had a high tem-

perature of  62 degrees Friday.
Skies will be mostly sunny

today with a high in the mid
60s. Expect highs in the 60s
through Tuesday. Lows will be
in the 40s today and Sunday,
and in the 50s Monday and
Tuesday.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Weather

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

They have the numbers.
Now it’s a matter of  putting the

plan into action.
Jay County Redevelopment

Commission reviewed an analy-
sis Thursday detailing dollar
amount estimates that would
result if  the county establishes
more tax increment financing
(TIF) districts.

If  pursued, the county could
create three new TIF districts,
which would encompass the four
locations planned for commercial
solar energy farms.

The county could generate up
to $3 million in TIF dollars annu-
ally with the new districts.

TIF districts capture additional
property tax revenue created by
improvements, such as solar
facilities, and set it aside to be
used to help fund initiatives relat-
ed to the district, with redevelop-
ment commission overseeing
those dollars.

Prospective solar farms
include:

•Skycrest Solar, a $150 million,
155-megawatt facility in develop-
ment by Invenergy, will be located

on 2,500 acres in Penn and Jack-
son townships in northwest Jay
County

•Sun Chief  Solar, a 100-
megawatt facility from Scout
Clean Energy planned on 1,200
acres near the company’s Bitter
Ridge Farm in Jefferson and
Richland townships northeast of
Redkey

•Rose Gold Solar, a $173 million,
150-megawatt facility developed
by Leeward Renewable Energy,
set for 1,430 acres in Knox and
Richland townships just north of
Dunkirk

•New Jay Solar, a $67.5 million,
39-megawatt facility from Hodson
Energy slated for 311 acres in
Richland Township just east of
Dunkirk

Skycrest Solar and Sun Chief
Solar would each be encompassed
in their own TIF districts, while
Rose Gold Solar and New Jay
Solar would be bundled into the
same TIF district.

Jason Semler of  consulting
firm Baker Tilly shared dollar
estimates on how much the coun-
ty could expect to see if  it were to
enact TIF districts in the farms’
locations.

Semler said the county could
capture anywhere from $630,000
to just over $3 million from the
three proposed TIF districts in
one year.

Following 10-year tax abate-
ments, the facilities would gener-
ate the following estimated net
tax increments in their 11th year:

Skycrest Solar, $966,600; Sun
Chief  Solar, $618,030; Rose Gold
Solar, $1,084,120; and New Jay
Solar, $362,290. 

Semler noted the county choos-
es annually whether to pass
through a percentage of  the TIF
district’s dollars to overlapping
taxing units, such as Jay School
Corporation or Jay County Pub-
lic Library.

Regarding the proposed TIF
districts around solar facilities, if
the incremental assessed value
were to be fully passed through to
overlapping taxing units after the
abatements are finished, taxpay-
ers in affected townships could
see a decrease between 4 cents
and 13 cents in their total tax
rates per $100 assessed value.

“If  we create a TIF area, we’re
not increasing anyone’s taxes, but
we’re delaying when the taxes
could be reduced,” explained
Semler.

Addressing questions from
commission members about
whether recently signed Senate
Enrolled Act 1 would impact tax
dollars from solar facilities, Sem-
ler noted the county shielded
itself  because of  language used

in economic development agree-
ments signed with each company.

Semler suggested the county
look into additional TIF districts
if  it has several capital projects it
would like to pursue.

“It really goes back to, do you
have county projects that would
benefit this area that you could
use this money for?” Semler said.
“Because if  you do, this is a good
revenue stream…”

Currently, the county has one
TIF district, which includes
about 191 acres southwest of
Portland in Greene Township.
Dollars generated in past years
have been used to pay off  bonds
associated with road work and
sewer improvements near the
ethanol plant in that area. After
Jay County made its final bond
payment in 2023 for the project,
Jay County Redevelopment Com-
mission began looking into
options for how to spend the TIF
district funding for the next 12
years.

Semler shared an annual tax
increment report on the county’s
current TIF district at the meet-
ing. 

See TIF page 2

Redevelopment commission gets TIF info

Proposed new districts
could generate up

to $3 million annually

Bloomfield goodbye

Students enjoy final day of the school year

The last day of school at Bloomfield wouldn't be complete without all of the faculty lining the front lawn
to wave goodbye to their students for the summer. This summer, the Bloomfield staff is looking forward to
vacationing, spending time with their loved ones, and taking some well deserved time for themselves.

Bloomfield Elementary School has many traditions, including sixth graders
running a lap to high-five all of the younger students on the last day of school. The
students wore “Class of 2031” shirts and used them as an opportunity to commemorate
the year by having their peers and teachers sign their autographs. In the fall, the students
will start at the Jay County Junior-Senior High School.
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Saturday
Runyon, Victoria: 1 p.m.,

Griffen Road Chruch of Christ,
14550 Griffen Road, Southwest
Ranches, Florida.

Thursday
Martin, Alethea: 11 a.m.,

Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES
Continued from page 1
The annual combined

tax increment for taxes
payable year 2024 came
out to $573,449, with the
following year estimated
by Semler at $545,340.

Jay County updated its
economic development
plan for the TIF district in
August, laying out a list of
potential projects to pay
for with TIF dollars,
including: transportation
enhancements, public
safety enhancements, util-
ity infrastructure, high-
way garage improve-
ments, a new building for
Jay County Solid Waste
Management District, a

new public safety building
and planning and develop-
ment of  the county's 68
acres on the western edge
of  Portland.

Walker said he would
like some time to look over
the numbers. Redevelop-
ment commission made no
formal decision on the
matter Thursday.

Commission members
also agreed Thursday to
send out a letter explain-
ing the commission has
determined there is no
excess assessed value
that may be allocated to
overlapping taxing units
in the county’s current
TIF district, an annual

decision made by the
commission.

Also Thursday, redevel-
opment commission mem-
bers Harold Towell, Ted
Champ, Doug Horn, Chuck
Huffman and Walker:

•Heard from Jay County
Commissioners president
Chad Aker about pending
awards from Regional
Acceleration and Develop-
ment Initiative (READI) 2.0.
Aker said he learned after a
conversation with state rep-
resentative J.D. Prescott
awards for READI 2.0
should be announced next
month.  

•Agreed to pay a $6,479.50
claim from CWC Latitudes.

TIF ...

More moratoriums
Portland Plan Commission

agreed Thursday to host a public
hearing June 5 discussing poten-
tial moratoriums on carbon
sequestration and data centers in
the city.

Minnich Eggs of  rural Portland
is planning to build a biochar man-
ufacturing and distribution facili-
ty and new feed mill in Noble

Township. According to the United
States Department of  Agriculture,
biochar — it’s defined as “black
carbon produced from biomass
sources” — is mainly created for
carbon sequestration.

Jay County Plan Commission is
hosting a public hearing next
month also to consider moratori-
ums on carbon sequestration facil-
ities as well as wind farms. 

Data centers have also come up
at county plan commission meet-
ings, specifically addressing the
new center cropping up in New
Haven.

Jay/Portland Building and Plan-
ning director John Hemmelgarn
suggested the commission enact
moratoriums to allow time to devel-
op ordinances, outlining rules for
such facilities in the city.

Capsule Reports

Richard Straley
Nov. 2, 1962-May 21, 2025

Richard Straley, age 62, a resi-
dent of  Portland, passed away on
Wednesday, May
21, 2025. 

Richard was
born Nov. 2, 1962,
in Portland, Indi-
ana, the son of
Robert “Bob” and
Deloris (Lanning)
Straley. He gradu-
ated from Jay
County High
School in 1980 and served in the
U.S. Army National Guard. 

Survivors include:
One brother — Dave Straley

(wife: Pam), Geneva, Indiana 
One stepsister — Vicki Miller,

Portland, Indiana 
Cousins — Greg Lanning, Lisa

Hardman and Alice Imel
Private burial will be held at

Center Cemetery, west of  Port-
land. 

Arrangements are entrusted to
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland. 

Alethea Martin
Nov. 27, 1930-May 22, 2025

Alethea Mae Martin, age 94, of
Berne, Indiana, passed away at
1:48 a.m. on Thurs-
day, May 22, 2025,
at Swiss Village in
Berne, Indiana. 

She was born on
Thursday, Nov. 27,
1930, in Adams
County, Indiana. 

Alethea married
Willis L. Martin
on Saturday, July
1, 1950, in New Corydon, Indiana;
he preceded her in death in 2010. 

Alethea was a 1948 graduate of
Jefferson Township High School.

She was a homemaker and farm
wife and loved raising her six
sons. 

She was a member of  the Zion
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Portland, Indiana, and was a
member of  the women’s group at
the Redeemer Lutheran Church
in Bryant, Indiana. Alethea
worked at Gifford's IGA in Berne.
She enjoyed crocheting, embroi-
dering, and gardening.

She will be sadly missed by her
sons Doyle Martin, Bryant, Indi-
ana, Robert (Beth) Martin,
Decatur, Indiana, Dwight (Jane)
Martin, Bryant, Indiana, and
Bradley (Jill) Martin, Bryant,
Indiana; daughters-in-law Abbey
Martin, Decatur, Indiana, and
Kim Monroe, Bryant, Indiana;
sister-in-law Mary Anne Bollen-
bacher, Decatur, Indiana; 11
grandchildren; and 18 great-
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by
her father, Victor Bollenbacher;
mother Ina Chloe (Douglas) Bol-
lenbacher; husband Willis L.
Martin; sons Randall Martin and
Alan Martin; and brothers Olen
Bollenbacher and Roger Bollen-
bacher at birth.

Family and friends may gather
to share and remember at Down-
ing & Glancy Funeral Home
located at 100 N. Washington St.,
Geneva, Indiana, on Wednesday,
May 28, 2025, from 4 to 8 p.m. and
one hour prior to service on
Thursday, May 29, 2025. 

A service to celebrate her life
will be at Downing & Glancy
Funeral Home at 11 a.m. on
Thursday, May 29, 2025, with
Father Dan Layden officiating.
Interment will follow in the
Riverside Cemetery in Geneva.

In lieu of  flowers, memorial
donations can be made to Still-

water Hospice, 5910 Homestead
Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46814,
Adams County Council on
Aging, 1109 Dayton St., Room 1,
Decatur, IN 46733, or Rock Steady
Boxing (Parkinson’s Disease),
128 E. Market St., Bluffton, IN
46714.    

Arrangements are being han-
dled by Downing & Glancy
Funeral Home in Geneva.

Condolences may be expressed
at glancyfuneralhomes.com.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Straley

Martin

Goodbye ...

Sixth grader Veronica
Dirksen was picked up
from school in style on the
last day Friday. She had
silly string prepared to
prank her teachers as she
left for the final time as a
student. A sign on the
Dirksen's truck read
“Veronica is free, thank
you Bloomfield.” Dirksen
is the third of her siblings
to complete school at
Bloomfield. Her younger
twin siblings are still
students there. 

Principal Ben Dues
signs a student's shirt to
commemorate the 2024-
25 school year. Dues said
this year was a “bookend
year of Bloomfield pulling
together as a staff.”
Bloomfield staff
members were there for
each other after Mark
DeHoff, the husband of
third grade teacher Jenny
DeHoff, died while on a
family trip to Spain. In
April, fifth grade teacher
Giles Laux suffered a
cardiac arrest at work,
with staff rushing to his
aid to revive him before
emergency responders
arrived. Dues said
Bloomfield “is more than
teaching students how to
read and write — it’s
teaching them how to be
part of a loving family.” He
also said that this year
flew by the fastest of all
his years as principal.

Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 3-5-9
Daily Four: 6-5-9-3
Quick Draw: 3-4-12-

14-22-27-30-34-36-44-48-
50-58-60-61-63-68-71-73-
77

Ohio
Midday

Pick 3: 6-3-7
Pick 4: 6-7-9-6
Pick 5: 4-3-1-2-9

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$163 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$154 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.88
July corn .................4.90
Oct. corn .................4.26

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.81
June corn ................4.81
July corn..................4.84

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.80
June corn ................4.80
Beans ......................10.75

June beans ............10.80
Wheat ......................5.03

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.75
June corn ................4.75
Beans ......................10.76
June beans ............10.79
Wheat .......................4.92

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.87
June corn ................4.87
Beans ......................10.55
June beans ............10.55
Wheat ......................4.93

In 1787, the Constitu-
tional Convention
opened in Philadelphia.
Initially charged with
amending the Articles of
Confederation, the con-
vention instead drafted
the U.S. Constitution.

In 1803, Ralph Waldo
Emerson, an essayist,
philosopher and poet was
born in Boston.

In 1998, Lewis Laux
and Josh Ford each had
two hits as the Jay Coun-
ty High School baseball
team defeated Bluffton 5-
3.

In 2011, the final
episode of  The Oprah
Winfrey Show aired.

In 2012, Fort Recovery
High School’s Elle Sutter
placed fifth in the 3,200-
meter run in the regional
at Troy.

In 2013, Elle Sutter of
Fort Recovery High
School finished third in
the 3,200-meter run at the
Division III district meet
at Spencerville to earn

herself  a regional berth.
In 2018, Wyatt

Geesaman hit his first
home run of  the season
to break a tie in the bot-
tom of  the third inning
and then allowed just one
base runner the rest of
the way as the Jay Coun-
ty High School baseball
team defeated Norwell 10-
3.

In 2020, George Floyd,
an unarmed Black man,
was killed during an
arrest in Minneapolis.
His death set off  nation-
wide protests.

In 2021, Elisa Parazzi
gave Jay County High
School its first girls track
regional champion in a
decade as she won the
high jump at 5 feet, 4
inches in the meet at Ben
Davis. She and Kinsey
Shannon, who placed
third in the 400-meter
dash, both earned berths
in the state finals.

—The CR

CR almanac

67/47 71/55 65/56 69/56 71/55
Mostly

sunny on
Thursday
when there’s
a 30%
chance of
showers.

There’s a
chance of
rain Wednes-
day. Other-
wise, mostly
cloudy.

Mostly
cloudy, with a
slight chance
of showers
Tuesday.

Sunday
5/25

Monday
5/26

Tuesday
5/27

Wednesday
5/28

Thursday
5/29

Tuesday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audi-
torium, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

6 p.m. — Redkey
Town Council, park
cabin, 50 Mooney St.

Wednesday
6 p.m. — Dunkirk

Park Board, city build-
ing, 131 S. Main St.

June 2
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Memorial
Day’s fore-
cast shows
mostly sunny
skies with a
high around
71.

Mostly
sunny skies
are expected
Sunday when
highs will be in
the upper
60s.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon

each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome. 

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the second
and fourth Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more infor-
mation, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday
JAY COUNTY PASTORS

AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 8 a.m. on the fourth Tues-
day of  each month at
Richard’s Restaurant.

COMPASSIONATE
CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with

a substance use disorder
that helps individuals
find connections as they
develop long-term recov-
ery meets at noon each
Tuesday in the IU Health
Jay Outpatient Behav-
ioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

DEAR ABBY: My in-laws have
repeatedly attempted to destroy
my marriage. My husband knows
they trash-talk us to family, think-
ing we don’t know it, but he won’t
put up any meaningful boundaries
or check them whatsoever. I have
lost all respect for him because he
lies to me, telling me he has con-
fronted them, when I know for a
fact he hasn’t. 

We separated over this issue,
and he spent four years dragging
his feet until I got sick of  his
stalling and began dating to get
him to act. He wanted to reconcile,
so I made the terms of  getting
back together clear: Confront his
family about their toxic behavior,
get therapy for his self-esteem
issues and finish working on our
house so we could sell it and move
away from our neighbor, the hero-
in dealer who had been harassing
us for years. 

He finished the house, and after
two years on and off  the market, I
ended up selling it. But the con-
frontation with his family never
happened. I still catch them talk-
ing trash about us, and he has
refused to go to therapy. I’ve been
through therapy and anger man-

agement and have come a long way.
But he’s firmly entrenched in his
dysfunction and doesn’t see or
care how it affects me. 

I spent the first 10 years of  our
marriage being an unprioritized
afterthought of  a wife. I refuse to
continue to be that person after
everything we’ve been through.
When is enough enough? — AT A
CROSSROADS IN THE SOUTH

DEAR CROSSROADS: Enough
was enough when you finally
realized your husband wasn’t
going to change and accepted
that he will never be strong
enough to draw the line with
his abusive family. I’m sur-
prised your marriage has lasted
this long.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: How do you handle

a friend who never stops talking?

My longtime friend has always
been a good storyteller, but as we
become older, she hijacks every
conversation when we get togeth-
er. She’s oblivious to verbal or
body cues that the rest of  us are
done with the “conversation” she
has chosen and would like to move
on. If  someone is able to get a word
in edgewise, she immediately
returns to the previous subject. 

I come away from gatherings
feeling angry and frustrated. Is
there a way to address this without
blowing up a lifelong relationship?
— MUZZLED IN THE MIDWEST

DEAR MUZZLED: I don’t
think there is. You stated that
your longtime friend has
always been a good storyteller.
It is possible that, as you all are
growing older, she has begun
having cognitive problems. It
may also be a reason why she’s
not picking up on social cues.
Would her spouse (if  she has
one) or her children (if  she has
any) have noticed any changes?
Start asking. And if  the
response you receive is that this
is “just the way she is,” for the
sake of  your sanity, see her less
often.

The Commercial Review
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

1-844-244-7025
Dental50Plus.com/Hoosier

Get your FREE
Information Kit

DENTAL
Insurance
Great coverage for retirees.

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

                  

6347-0125

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. 
To fi nd a network provider, go to physiciansmutual.com/fi nd-dentist. This specifi c offer not available in CO, 
NV, NY – call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer in your state. Certifi cate C254/B465, C250A/B438 
(ID: C254ID; PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).

Ask about the Premier Plan – 
our most popular option!

Community Calendar

Jay School Corporation
is providing free meals
again for children younger
than 18 this summer.

Drive-thru pickup meals
will be offered from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Wednesdays start-
ing June 4 at Jay County
Junior-Senior High School.
They’ll be available at Door
16 behind the auxiliary
gym. Pickup meals include
five breakfasts and five
lunches.

A traditional meal serv-
ice will also be offered start-
ing June 2 at West Jay Com-
munity Center in Dunkirk
and Jay Community Center
in Portland. West Jay Com-
munity Center’s breakfast
will be served from 8 to 9
a.m., and lunch from 11
a.m. to noon. Jay Commu-
nity Center’s breakfast will
be served from 9 to 9:30 a.m.
and lunch from noon to
12:30 p.m. Meals must be
eaten on site.

All meals will be provid-
ed on a first come, first
served basis. For questions,

contact the Jay Schools
food service director at
(260) 726-9306.

Madison alumni
Madison Township High

School Alumni Association
will host its annual ban-
quet starting at 4 p.m. May
31 at Asbury United
Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St., Portland. 

Tickets are $20 per per-
son, and reservations with
checks payable to Madison
Alumni should be mailed to
Dennis Theurer, 14429 E
196th St., Noblesville, Indi-
ana 46060. The deadline to
register is today. For ques-
tions, call  (317) 999-0429 or
email dennistheurer@fron-
tier.com.

Summer meals
will be available

In-laws cause constant tension
Dear
Abby

Taking
Note

Photo provided

New member
Portland Evening Optimist Club inducted a new member recently. Pictured above, new

member Isabell Martell stands with sponsor Jane Kobe.
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To the editor:
I would like to address the

statements made by former Red-
key Town Council member Dave
Dudelston in your May 20, 2025,
article regarding his resigna-
tion. 

Mr. Dudelston’s public com-
ments do not reflect the reality of
his recent behavior on the coun-
cil, and the community must
hear the full story, rooted in facts,
not personal attacks or mislead-
ing claims.

Mr. Dudelston wrote in his res-
ignation, “can’t fix stupidity,”
and attributed his departure to
frustrations with my leadership.
However, his resignation comes
after months of  missed meetings,
disruptive conduct and an ongo-
ing pattern of  failing to carry out
the duties of  an elected official.

These are the facts:
•Since January 2024, Mr. Dudel-

ston has missed five regular
monthly meetings.

•He skipped two executive ses-
sions.

•He walked out of  two public
meetings, including one in 2025
where he exited after using crude
and disrespectful language and
gestures toward fellow council
members. During his final
appearance at a council meeting,
Mr. Dudelston asked the town
attorney to read a personal state-
ment — one that was not on the
public agenda, and therefore not
appropriate to present. When this
was explained to him, he became
argumentative and left the meet-
ing in frustration. This type of
behavior has become a hallmark

of  his time on the council —
choosing disruption over discus-
sion and personal grievance over
public service.

Additionally, his record of  dis-
ruptive conduct predates this
term:

•In 2014, he verbally assaulted
another council member
(thecr.com/news/2014/jul/23/du
delston-faces-complaints/)

•That same year, the entire
Park Board resigned due to con-
flicts with him
(thecr.com/news/2014/jul/23/co
uncil-decision-to-come-in-april)

•In 2019, he was documented
missing critical council meetings
(thecr.com/news/2019/jul/19/cou
ncil-gets-reminder)

•In 2024, he again caused
public disruption during a
council meeting
(thecr.com/news/2024/apr/18/
council-chaos)

•Former water plant superin-
tendent resigned because of

issues with council member
Dave Dudelston (2014)
(thecr.com/news/2014/jul/23/re
dkey-hires-water-supervisor)

•He also involved his wife in
official town business inappropri-
ately, escalating tension in 2014
(thecr.com/news/2014/jul/23/red
key-cited-by-idem)

Most recently, Mr. Dudelston
submitted a complaint to the
State Board of  Accounts
(SBOA) claiming he wasn’t
properly notified of  an audit
exit meeting, despite receiving
adequate notice. The state
agreed to hold a second session
to accommodate him, which he
then failed to attend, resulting
in an $837.50 charge to Redkey
taxpayers. This kind of  disre-
gard for public resources is not
acceptable.

His claims about “two sets of
rules” and harassment accusa-
tions are simply attempts to
deflect from a well-documented

pattern of  absenteeism, poor
conduct and unwillingness to
work collaboratively. Leadership
requires accountability, and
unfortunately, Mr. Dudelston
has repeatedly refused to accept
any.

Redkey residents deserve lead-
ers who show up, work hard and
put the community first. While
his resignation is unfortunate in
tone, it opens the door for the
Jay County Republican Party to
appoint someone who will do the
job professionally and with com-
mitment.

I remain dedicated to serving
the people of  Redkey with trans-
parency, fairness, and integrity. I
welcome honest collaboration
and constructive dialogue with
all council members, as we con-
tinue moving our town forward.

Sincerely,
Brenda Beaty
President
Redkey Town Council

Council president rebuts comments

By NATE LAMAR
In March, I made a busi-

ness trip to Vietnam.
This was my second

visit, with the first having
been in 2000. Vietnam was
preparing for the 50th
anniversary of  the end of
its war with the USA. 

Indeed, on April 30, 1975,
Saigon fell to the Commu-
nist Viet Cong. Contrary to
popular opinion, the
famous photo of  people
climbing stairs on a
rooftop to board a helicop-
ter was not the U.S.
embassy. Rather, this was
atop an apartment build-
ing rented by the CIA,
which a tour guide showed
us. In fact, he went on to
tell us that those “in the
know” had been instruct-
ed to listen to the radio,
then report there for evac-
uation when they heard
Bing Crosby’s “White
Christmas,” although it
was April.

But I digress. For it was
60 years ago that the USA
began combat operations
in Vietnam. This was a
Marine Corps deployment
to Da Nang in March 1965.
But the first major battle
took place in November
1965 in the Ia Drang Valley.
This battle was detailed in
the 1992 book, “We  Were
Soldiers Once … and
Young,” co-authored by
Hal Moore. It was later
made into the film, “We
Were Soldiers,” in which
Mel Gibson played then-Lt.
Col. Hal Moore.

The Battle of  Ia Drang
was the first battle in
which large-scale helicop-
ter air assault was used.
This was by the 1st Air
Cavalry Division. This bat-
tle also represented the
first usage of  B-52 Strato-
fortress strategic bombers.
By contrast, the Viet Cong
inflicted casualties at very
close range over a five-day
period, having been in tun-
nels on the hills above the
valley.

From 2023 to 2025, Fort
Benning, Georgia, home
of  the Infantry branch,
was renamed Fort Moore,
not only after Lt. Gen. Hal
Moore, but also after his
wife, Julia. This was
because, after the Battle of
Ia Drang, she pioneered
casualty notification
teams as a uniformed offi-
cer and chaplain to visit
next of  kin, rather than
only a telegram, to notify
them of  the death of  their
loved ones. She also set up
survivor support net-
works, which are still in
use today among Gold Star
families.

On May 10, I was privi-

leged to meet many of
these Gold Star families.
As part of  Indiana Run
For The Fallen, I ran the
segment from Muncie to
Anderson, stopping along
the way at every mile to
read the names of  three or
four Indiana service mem-
bers who have died since
Sept. 11, 2001. We gave spe-
cial recognition to any of
their family members
present to honor their fall-
en loved ones.

In closing, I would like
to remind us of  the lyrics
to the hymn, “Mansions of
the Lord,” written by Ran-
dall Wallace and set to
music by Nick Glennie-
Smith. This was sung by
West Point’s Cadet Glee
Club at the end of  “We
Were Soldiers” and for for-
mer President Ronald Rea-
gan’s funeral in 2004:

To fallen soldiers let us
sing; Where no rockets fly
nor bullets wing. Our bro-
ken brothers let us bring
to the Mansions of  the
Lord.

No more bleeding, no
more fight; no prayers
pleading through the
night. Just divine
embrace, eternal light in
the mansions of  the Lord.

Where no mothers cry
and no children weep; we
shall stand and guard
though the angels sleep.
All through the ages safely
keep the Mansions of  the
Lord.

••••••••••
LaMar, an international

director, also serves as Mili-
tary Academy Liaison Offi-
cer (West Point recruiter)
for east central Indiana,
and served as Henry Coun-
ty Council President from
2009 to 2019.

Remember to honor
our fallen soldiers

By BOYAH J. FARAH
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

Before I became an American cit-
izen, I knew America.

I remember sitting beneath
Mogadishu’s blue sky, under the
skeleton of  an acacia tree, watch-
ing pigeons soar low and high as
boys chased a ball, their laughter
carried by the wind while dust rose
and danced above their heads.
Somalia’s civil war had not yet
begun, and the world still made
sense. Voice of  America was my
favorite radio station, the voice of  a
beloved, diverse nation.

In the late 1980s, before war
marched into our lives and
destroyed everything, my older sis-
ter was obsessed with Michael
Jackson’s song “Thriller.” Voice of
America played it repeatedly, and
though I secretly enjoyed the song, I
wouldn’t dare let her catch me nod-
ding along because I was a boy: She
loved music, singing and dancing,
while I admired military men in
green uniforms. But Voice of  Amer-
ica broke through all that, and we
learned another story was possible.

Years later, when I became a stu-
dent at the University of  Massa-
chusetts in Lowell, that voice of
publicly supported media followed
me: National Public Radio became
my favorite radio station. Helping
me refine my accent and deepen my
understanding of  the language, it
helped me learn not only the lan-
guage, but also the rhythm of
American thought, its debates, its
heartache, its humor.

Public media has long been
America’s greatest superpower,
and its influence long the envy of
other nations. But the Trump
administration has now surren-

dered to America’s enemies, killing
off  public media and letting Russia
and China take over.

In 2024, I met a wealthy man in
Somalia — a man blessed with two
houses, two wives and children.

As I stepped into his house with
him, I remarked: “This is great.
You’re living your best life.”

“I have another identical house
with my younger wife,” he added,
pride swelling in his voice. As he
spoke, I noted the Toyota Land
Cruiser, my favorite vehicle, parked
in the courtyard of  his home.
“Word,” I responded, absorbing the
sight. No man like him lives in
Boston, where I spent most of  my
life. We struggle with 9-to-5 jobs,
and for many in the U.S., even get-
ting married and buying a home is
a stretch, much less imagining two
marriages and two homes support-
ed by one breadwinner.

As we sat outside in the warm
Somali sun, he turned to me.

“Do you think I can go to Ameri-
ca?” he asked me. “I’d like to go to
California. I’ve heard so much
about it on Voice of  America when
I was growing up learning Eng-
lish.”

That’s the power that the U.S.
used to project: persuading people
around the world that the U.S. had
everything figured out, even selling
the American dream to people who
were living successful lives else-

where. The radio network reached
300 million people globally.

As the man talked of  trying to
upgrade his impressive life to an even
more lavish one in the U.S., I judged
him. Here he was living in wealth and
comfort, but believing in America as
a beacon of  hope, a land of  opportu-
nity, where beauty and prosperity
dance together under the American
flag, fluttering in pristine air over
manicured green lawns.

Voice of  America is part of  this
grand storytelling machine. Influ-
ence is more powerful than war. War
destroys, breeds enmity and stirs
resentment, but storytelling exerts
lasting control by changing how peo-
ple think. That is what made America
so attractive and influential.

But America’s standing has been in
decline, through decades of  feckless
foreign policy. Eliminating institu-
tions like Voice of  America and the
Public Broadcasting Service will only
accelerate this downfall. The most
beautiful country in the world does
not thrive on its war machine; it
thrives on the power of  its story.

Now, in 2025, as America under
President Donald Trump threatens to
dismantle the very media that tells its
story to the world, I feel something
strange moving in my belly. Once
public radio is murdered, much of
America’s storytelling dies with it.
And when that happens, the dream —
the one that compels boys and girls
from all over the world to risk every-
thing just to come to America — dies
too. America will feel that loss, and a
generation of  talent will flock to rival
nations instead.

••••••••••
Farah, author of  “America Made

Me a Black Man: A Memoir,” is build-
ing a science and technology institute
in Garowe, Somalia.

VOA made U.S. a superpower

Nate
LaMar

Letters to
the Editor

Boyah J.
Farah

The Battle
of Ia Drang
was the first

battle in which
large-scale
helicopter
air assault
was used.
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Writing and water

1) What literary character “appeared on a sidewalk
with a bucket of whitewash and a long-handled brush?

2) Whose fleet left Portugal in 1497 and sailed around
the Cape of Good Hope to India in less than a year?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Tom Sawyer
2) Vasco de Gama
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/ word 
2 insertions.......81¢/ word 
3 insertions.......96¢/ word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/ word 
26 insertions. $1.77/ word 
Includes Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets,
AppliquÈ, Zippers, Hem-
ming, Memory T-Shirt,
Special Orders, Wedding
& Prom Gowns.
260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

E & M BLACKSMITH
SHOP

14th Annual 
Consignment Auction 
Saturday, June 7, 2025 

8:30 a.m.
2404 W 350 S, Berne,

IN
Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness; Carts;
New Tack; Saddles;

Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage
Grinder/Stuffers;

New/Used Furniture;
Washing Machines; Hay,

Straw, Firewood. 
Accepting consignments
every evening that week 
from 4pm-8pm and all

day 
Thursday, June 5th/Fri-
day, June 6th from 7am-

8pm.
Call 260-589-2743

Leave message to con-
sign horses.
Auctioneers 

John P. Troyer 
AU10900141 

Also with J. S. Auctions 
AU10700049

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located 620 N Pierce
Street, Portland IN
Saturday Morning
MAY 24, 2025 

9:30 A.M. 
REAL ESTATE

3 Bedroom manufac-
tured home with approx-
imately 1400 square feet
of living area sitting on
concrete crawl space.
This 1994 home fea-
tures 2 full bathrooms,
gas forced air furnace,
central air, metal roof,
and attached carport
with approximately 736
square feet.  This home
is situated on a 136í x
173í corner lot which is
equivalent to 3 city lots.
Property also has 2 out-
door storage sheds.    

For more information or
private showing contact
GARY LOY, AUCTION-
EER at (260) 726-5160
or KIM LOY, REAL
ESTATE BROKER at
(260) 729-2213.

SUV- MOWER-GOLF
CART

2013 Buick Encore Pre-
mium Wagon 4 door

SUV, Dixon 13 hp zero
turn mower with 38î
deck; 2017 Yamaha
electric golf cart with

roof, windshield and bat-
teries were new in 2024.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD ITEMS - TOOLS
Amana side by side
refrigerator; Whirlpool
stack washer & dryer;
Oak modern lighted
china hutch; (2) Lazy
Boy recliners; weather
vane globes; canes;
glass baskets; Christ-
mas decorations; Carni-
val plates; battery charg-
er; Speedway Series air
compressor; tool box;
sockets; screwdrivers;
pliers; wrenches; and
other items not listed.
ELDON MILLER
By Ron Miller POA

And 
ROWENA MILLER,

DECEASED
Loy Auction 

AC#31600027 
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located:  Under cover in
the Industrial Building at
the Jay County Fair-
grounds, 806 W Votaw

St., Portland, IN 
Saturday Morning
MAY 31st, 2025

9:30 A. M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS - TOOLS
Amana washer & dryer;
Amana French door
refrigerator; GE stove;
Kenmore chest type
freezer; mobile cart;

Hoover Power Dash car-
pet cleaner;  1960ís

VINTAGE LOS ANGE-
LES DODGERS BOB-
BLE HEAD; paper-

weights; glass animals; 
GLASS BASKETS:

Carnival, Yellow, Blue,
Pink and Clear; 

Carnival Glass; jewelry;
Mickey Mouse bank; #6
crock with handles; mar-
bles; Wagner skillet;
Barbies; primitives;

wood planes;  ; cast alu-
minum yard furniture;
cement bird bath; lawn
chairs; fishing items; ;
power washer; cement
figures; fence; lawn
ornaments; tomato

cages;  and other items
not listed.

JERELDENE FULLER,
DECEASED
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday JUNE 14th,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 1207 N SR
167 DUNKIRK,  IN
REAL ESTATE

Real Estate sells at
10:00 AM. 

2 bedroom home with
Central Air, 30íx40í
attached garage,

24íx32í Quonset build-
ing. Nicely situated on 2

acres. 
Open House: Sunday

June 1st 
1-3 PM or for private

showing phone auction-
eers. 

RIDING MOWERS -
ANTIQUES - HOUSE-

HOLD 
Troybilt Riding Mower

w/ 42î Deck. Troybilt and
Murray Mowers for

parts. Iron Bed. Steamer
Trunk. Hen on Nest and
other collectible Glass-
ware. Roll-top Desk.
Bird Cages. Elvis Pic-
ture. Fishing Poles and
Supplies. Generator.
Shop Mate. Large

Chicken Feeder. Several
Items Not Mentioned. 
OWNER:  Mary L Shory
Estate by Crystal R
Suman and Michael

Dahlestrom
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY JUNE 7TH,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 127 Rayburn
Dr, Portland IN.
REAL ESTATE

Real Estate sells at
10:00 AM. 

3 bedroom, 1.5 bath
brick ranch style home
containing 1,328 sq ft
finished living area.

Central Air, Sun room, 2
car attached garage.

Detached garage/ shop
building. Home has
been well maintained. 

Open House:
Sunday May 25th from
1-3 PM or for private

showing phone Auction-
eers. 

VEHICLE - FURNITURE
- SHOP

2003 Chevrolet Venture
Minivan. Cast Iron Bull-

dog. 
Grandfather Clock. 8
Track Stereo/ Record

Player. Glider Rocker w/
Ottoman. 3 Cushion
Sofa. Rocker Recliner.
Metal Patio Set. Bird

Bath. Lawn Cart. Crafts-
man 10î Table Saw.
Craftsman Router w/

Stand. Craftsman Scroll
Saw. Craftsman

Grinder/Sander. Shop,
Hand, and Lawn and

Garden Tools.
OWNER: Rose Fennig

Estate, 
by Dale W Fennig

Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday May 24th,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 
LOCATED:  606 S

Western Ave, PORT-
LAND IN

REAL ESTATE
Real Estate sells at

10:00 AM. 
3 bedroom, 2 bath

Ranch style home con-

taining 1,456 sq ft fin-
ished living area. Home
has central air, newer
roof, 1 car attached

garage, 12x20 ft utility
shed/shop. Home is in
move-in condition. 

Open House: Sunday
May 11th 1-3 PM, or for
private showing phone

auctioneers.
VEHICLES - JEWELRY
- ANTIQUES - SHOP 
2007 Kia Rondo EX V6
w/ 196,000 miles. Rem-
ington Score Master 511
22 cal Bolt. 1932 Bryant
Owls Gold 14k Class

Ring. JayCees 10k Gold
Ring. 1972 JayCees

Gold Pins. Scottish Rite
10k Gold Ring w/ Dia-
mond.  Lions Club Silver

Necklace. Shriner,
Masonic, and Scottish
Rite Memorabilia.

Howdy Duty Puppet.
22K Gold Overlay Dish-
ware. Stained Glass and

other Tiffany Style
Lamps. Mantel Clocks. .
Hummels Coat Rack.
Miniatures and Fig-
urines. . Portable Air
Compressor. Bench

Model Drill Press. Wood
Clamps. Wood Lathe
Knives. Poulan Chain-
saw. Battery Powered
Weed Eater. Large Lot
of: Shop, Hand, and

Lawn and Garden Tools. 
OWNER: Richard B

Frank
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various
sizes and prices. Call
The Commercial Review
at 260-726-8141 for
more information.
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-
2642 or 1-765-857-1071.

The Commercial Review
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction 
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in 

metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

  
    

 

  
  
 

  

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities

 

  
 

 

  
   

  
  

 
 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located under cover in the Industrial Building at the Jay County Fairgrounds,

Portland Indiana on Saturday Morning

MAY 31, 2025
9:30 A.M.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS – OLD & COLLECTORS ITEMS - TOOLS
Amana washer & dryer; Amana French door refrigerator; GE stove; Kenmore
chest type freezer; (2) full size beds with clean mattress & box springs; blanket
chest; Sears Kenmore sewing machine; (3) 4 drawer chests; small curved glass
lighted china cabinet; mobile cart;  6 drawer chest; Sanya flatscreen TV; lighted
china cabinet; Insigna flatscreen TV; (2) occasional swivel rocker chairs; 2
cushion sofa; (2) 2 drawer wood filing cabinets; 1 drawer hall table; round table
with 4 chairs; 2 drawer dresser; small roll top desk; wing back chair;
bookshelves; end tables; small wood chest; drophead secretary; utility cabinet;
patio swing; Fantom sweeper; (2) Bissell PowerForce Compact Turbo sweepers;
occasional table; bookshelf; Hoover Power Dash carpet cleaner; VCR;
washstand; baby bed; entertainment center; patio chairs; parlor lamp; 1960’s
VINTAGE LOS ANGELES DODGERS BOBBLE HEAD; paperweights; glass
animals; Tiara clock; GLASS BASKETS:  Carnival, Yellow, Blue, Pink and
Clear; Cobalt Blue Rooster and Hen on nests; 1987 IU clock; Elvis guitar clock;
Elvis doll;  HEN ON NESTS:   Carnival, Blue, Pink, and Milk White.
Longaberger basekts;; linens; doilies; Last Supper Plates; GLASS ELEPHANTS:
Blue, Pink, Green, Cobalt Blue and Clear.  Rogers Stainless Steel flatware in
case; Kent Helms birds; Tiara decanter, goblets and plate (Blue, Green, and
Amber); swag vases; decanters; covered compotes; Carnival Glass; jewelry;
Mickey Mouse bank; #6 crock with handles; marbles; records; Beam decanters;
#3 crown crock; Texas Ware bowl; Wagner skillet; Barbies; primitives; wood
planes; washboard; vintage kitchen utensils; glass carboy; kerosene lamps and
burners; plate racks; figurines; games;   Indian dolls; children’s books; bedding;
dolls; doll cradle; Pyrex mixing bowl set; glass baking dishes; baking pans; cast
iron wagon and horses; flatware; Toastmaster air fryer; pictures and frames; Ball
zinc lids;  Corelle set of dishes; Tupperware; Anchor Hocking set of dishes; glass
birds; Hobnail; Tiara bowls; towels; small kitchen appliances; utensils; Pink
Depression; owl bank; Christmas tree; Christmas decorations; pictures; wall
decorations;  rugs; cooler; boom box; 3 step stool; reproduction hardware;
aluminum step ladder; tools;  rakes; cast aluminum yard furniture;  cement bird
bath; lawn chairs; fishing items;  drop cords; shovels; lawn spreader; garden
tools;  index; nuts; bolts; screws; nails; screwdrivers; saws; hammers; pliers;
trellis; wheelbarrow; seeder; hoes; shovels; garden hose; power washer; cement
figures; fence; lawn ornaments; tomato cages;  and other items not listed. 

JERELDENE FULLER, DECEASED
LOY AUCTION   AC31600027

AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy   AU 01031608   

Travis Theurer    AU11200131 
Aaron Loy  AU11200112

Kaden Khayyata AU12400069
CR 5-24-2025

PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED: 127 Rayburn Dr, Portland Indiana

SATURDAY JUNE 7TH, 2025
10:00 A.M. 

REAL ESTATE
Real Estate sells at 10:00 AM. 

3 bedroom, 1.5 bath brick ranch style home
containing 1,328 sq ft finished living area. Central
Air, Sun room, 2 car attached garage. Detached
garage/ shop building. Home has been well
maintained. 
Open House: Sunday May 25th from 1-3 PM or

for private showing phone Auctioneers. 
VEHICLE – FURNITURE – SHOP

2003 Chevrolet Venture Minivan. Cast Iron
Bulldog. Queen Size Bed complete. Half Bed
complete. 6 drawer dresser w/ mirror. Small 6
drawer dresser. Grandfather Clock. 8 Track Stereo/
Record Player. Round Dining Room Table w/ 4
Chairs. Lighted Curio Cabinet. 2 Wingback Living
Room Chairs. Desk. Glider Rocker w/ Ottoman. 3
Cushion Sofa. Rocker Recliner. Blanket Chest. Love
Seat. Glass-top End Table. 3 Drawer Filing Cabinet.
Mirrors. Lamps. Wall Decorations. Small Kitchen
Appliances. Pots. Pans. Cooking Utensils. Brother
Sewing Machine. Metal Patio Set. Bird Bath. Lawn
Cart. Hose Reel. BBQ Grill. Mens and Womens
Bicycles. Step Ladders. Craftsman 10” Table Saw.
Craftsman Router w/ Stand. Craftsman Scroll Saw.
Craftsman Grinder/Sander. Yard Machines Mini
Tiller. Remington Electric Chainsaw. Aluminum
Adjustable Ladder. Sump Pump. Picnic Table. Lawn
Decorations. Shop, Hand, and Lawn and Garden
Tools.        

NOTE: Check Auctionsoft and 
AuctionZip for more photos.

TERMS: Cash with 10% Down 
at the Auction, balance upon closing. 

TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY: CASH –
GOOD CHECK – CREDIT CARD 

OWNER: Rose Fennig Estate, 
by Dale W Fennig

STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD

SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING 
AND REAL ESTATE 

AC31800004
Pete D. Shawver    Zane Shawver

Lic# AU19700040       Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587      260-729-2229

More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com 
CR 5-24,31 NT 5-21,28 RB 5-20,27 NG 5-23,30-
2025

Public Notice
TO THE OWNERS OF THE

WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL
ESTATE AND ALL INTER-

ESTED PARTIES
NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of
a decree to me directed from
the Clerk of Jay Court in
Cause No. 38D01-2502-MF-
000003 wherein NEWREZ
LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT
MORTGAGE SERVICING was
Plaintiff and IDA J. LEON-
HARD A/KIA IDA JEAN
LEONHARD; was/were De-
fendant(s), requiring me to
make the sum as provide for
in said Dewie with interest
and costs, I will expose at
public sale to the highest bid-
der, on the 26th day of June,
2025 at the hour of 10:00 AM as
soon thereafter as possible, at
the Jay County Courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Portland, IN
47371, the fee simple of the
whole body of Real Estate in
Jay County, Indiana, de-
scribed as follows:

THE WEST HALF OF
LOTS ONE (1) AND THREE
(3) IN BLOCK FIFTEEN
(15) IN THE ORIGINAL
PLAT OF PORTLAND, IN-
DIANA.
ALSO, COMMENCING AT
A POINT ON THE SOUTH
LINE OF SAID LOT
THREE (3) SIXTY-SIX (66)
FEET EAST OF THE
SOUTHWEST CORNER
THEREOF AND RUN-
NING THENCE NORTH
FORTY-FOUR (44) FEET;
THENCE EAST EIGHT (8)
INCHES; THENCE SOUTH
FORTY-FOUR (44) FEET
TO THE SOUTH LINE OF
SAID LOT; THENCE WEST
EIGHT (8) INCHES TO THE
PLACE OF BEGINNING.
Commonly Known as/Prop-
ertv Address: 409 W Walnut
St, Portland, IN 47371
Parcel No: 38-07-20-104-
068.000-034

Together with rents, issues,
and profits hereof, said will
be made without relief from
valuation or appraisement
laws.
Subject to all liens, encum-
brances and easements of
record not otherwise extin-
guished in the proceedings
known as Cause No 38D01-
2502-MF-000003 in the Jay
County Court.

Larry R. Newton Jr
Sheriff of Jay County

Jason E. Duhn
ATTORNEY NO 26807-06

Diaz Anselmo & Associates,
LLC

P.O. BOX 19519
Fort Lauderdale FL 33318

Wayne Township
CR 5-24,31,6-7-2025-HSPAXLP
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By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

MUNCIE — A year ago,
the Patriots found them-
selves sitting in sixth place
at the sectional with only
one athlete who punched
his ticket to the regional.

While the Patriots still
found their name sixth
spot in the sectional stand-
ings, two athletes got back
on the bus knowing their
season was extended an
extra week and three more
got a callback later that
night.

Adam Alig and Caleb
Garringer both earned a
pair of  third-place finishes
for the Jay County High
School boys track team at
the IHSAA Sectional 12
hosted by Muncie Central
on Thursday, clinching
qualifications for the
regional meet and helping
the Patriots to sixth place.

Jay County finished with
51 points, just six behind
fifth-place Wapahani,
which claimed sectional
titles in four events. There
was a drop off  following
the Patriots in the 13-team
field as seventh-place Mon-
roe Central claimed 36
points. Yorktown ran away
with its sixth sectional title
by gathering 143.5 points.

“I think the kids did
well,” said JCHS coach Joe
Imel. “It’s where I expected
us to be when it’s all said
and done. Last year we left
here with one in a high
jump. We’re for sure leav-
ing this year with a high
jump and 3,200-meter run
and then most likely the
110s and 300s for a callback.
It’s looking pretty good for
that. We’ll see if  the 4x8
can get called back after
looking at all the different
results tonight. But all in
all, we’re heading in the
right direction and I feel
pretty good and confident
in that.”

In 2024, Alig was the only
Patriot to make the region-
al — the top three finishers
from four sectionals auto-
matically qualify, with the
four best remaining times
getting callbacks — and did
so in the high jump. He fol-
lowed suit on Thursday as
he tied with Cooper Mote
of  Winchester Community
and Muncie Central’s
Michael Williams for third
place at 6 feet. The trio all
passed the mark on the
first attempt to secure their
spots.

“I’ve been really incon-
sistent with high jump this
year,” Alig said. “My knee
drive (helped today). When
you drive up, I jump off  my
right leg and you’ve got to
get your left knee up as

high as you can. That was
something I really focused
on today and I think that’s
what helped me clear those
bars.”

Alig finished behind
Monroe Central’s Easton
Foster, who reached 6 feet, 8

inches, and Cade Utsler of
Delta, who made the 6 foot,
2 inch, mark.

While had automatically
qualified in the high jump,
Alig had to wait for results
to roll in on the 110 hurdles
and 300 hurdles to know if

he’d made it in either
event.

His time of  42.33 seconds
in the 300 hurdles put him
in fourth place and 0.24 sec-
onds behind Marcus Bright
of  Delta for the final quali-
fying spot. He ended up

making it in as the third-
best non-qualifying time
after a pair of  athletes from
the North Side sectional.

Alig placed fifth in the
110 hurdles with a time of
15.82, but only Kye Hiatt of
Muncie Central had a bet-

ter time at 15.54 seconds,
earning him another call-
back.

This is the third time
Alig will compete at the
regional in the high jump
and the first trip he will
make for either hurdles
events.

Garringer’s perform-
ance in the 3,200 run also
earned the sophomore a
spot at the regional.

Through the first four
laps he trailed teammate
Dash Thacker and a pair of
runners from Yorktown
before claiming first place
for himself  by lap No. 5.
Through the next three
times around the track,
Garringer fought with
Wapahani’s Mason
Tomboni for the top spot,
as neither wanted to con-
cede.

Tomboni (10 minutes,
1.32 seconds) took over for
the final 400 meters and
Yorktown’s Isaiah Loney
(10:05.70) came from behind
to overtake Garringer, but
the JCHS sophomore held
on to finish third in
10:07.76.

“I’ve ran with these kids
all year, so I knew what
they were going to do, but I
was trying to make sure
they didn’t know what I
was going to do,” Garringer
said. “I was trying to stick
with them but not let them
know I was with them. …
That Wapahani kid made
me kick in my third gear.
He got a little aggressive so
I thought, ‘If  I’m going to
win I need to be aggressive.’
So I just tried to stick with
him as long as I can.”

Garringer will also run
in the 4x800-meter relay at
the regional. He was joined
by Thacker, Joseph Boggs
and Max Klopfenstein to
put out a time of  8:44.76,
falling 12.59 seconds short
of  Delta in the final quali-
fying spot. The Patriot
team had the third-best
time of  the non-qualifying
teams.

Other athletes to score
points for Jay County, but
not qualify were:

•The 4x100 relay team
(fourth)

•Thacker in the 3,200 run
(fifth) and the 1,600 run
(sixth)

•Peyton Yowell in the
pole vault (fifth)

•Kaiden Reynolds in the
110 hurdles (seventh) and
the 300 hurdles (seventh)

•Lukes Powers in the pole
vault (seventh)

•Austyn LeMaster in the
discus (seventh)

•Caden Gambill in the 200
dash (eighth)

•Boggs in the 800 run
(eighth)
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Slight progress
Alig, Garringer earns spots at regional at Jay finishes sixth

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Boys golf at ACAC tour-
nament – 9 a.m; Baseball doubleheader
at Western – 10 a.m;

Fort Recovery — Track district finals
at Piqua – 10 a.m

Tuesday
Jay County — Girls tennis regional

opener at Noblesville – 4:30 p.m; Boys
golf tri-meet at Randolph Southern –
4:30 p.m; Girls track regional at Carroll –
6 p.m; Softball sectional opener at
Delta – 7:30 p.m

TV schedule
Today

2:15 a.m. — AFL: Brisbane Lions at
Hawthorn Hawks (FS1)

6:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Monaco
Grand Prix (ESPN2)

10 a.m. — Formula 1: Monaco Grand
Prix (ESPN)

11 a.m. — MotoGP: Grand Prix of
Great Britain (FS1)

11 a.m. — NCAA softball tourna-
ment: Florida vs. Georgia (ESPN)

12 p.m. — College lacrosse: Cronell
at Penn State (ESPN2)

1 p.m. — NCAA softball tournament:
South Carolina vs. UCLA (ESPN)

1 p.m. — WNBA: New York Liberty at
Indiana Fever (ESPN)

3 p.m. — NCAA softball tournament:
Oklahoma vs. Alabama (ESPN)

3 p.m. — PGA Tour: Charles Schwab
Challenge (CBS)

3 p.m. — LPGA Tour: Mayakoba Open
(NBC)

4:10 p.m. — MLB: Baltimore Ori-

oles at Boston Red Sox (FS1); Chicago
Cubs at Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indi-
ana)

4:30 p.m. — NLL lacrosse:
Saskatchewan Rush at Buffalo Bandits
(ESPN2)

4:45 p.m. — MLS: San Diego at Los
Angeles Galaxy (FOX)

5 p.m. — NCAA softball tournament:
Tennessee vs. Nebraska (ESPN)

7:15 p.m. — MLB: Cleveland
Guardians at Detroit Tigers (FOX)

8 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Carolina Hur-
ricanes at Florida Panthers (TNT)

8:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Oklahoma
City Thunder at Minnesota Timberwolves
(ESPN)

9 p.m. — USL Championship: Orange
County SC at Colorado Springs (CBS)

10 p.m. — USL Championship: Mon-
terey Bay at Louisville City (FOX)

Sunday
6 a.m. — French Open tennis (TNT)
8 a.m. — MotoGP: Grand Prix of

Great Britain (FS1)
9 a.m. — Formula 1: Monaco Grand

Prix (ABC)
11 a.m. — Premier League soccer:

Liverpool FC at Crystal Palace (NBC);
Nottingham Forest at Chelsea (USA)

12 p.m. — IndyCar: Indy 500 (FOX)
1 p.m. — LPGA Tour: Mayakoba Open

(CBS)
1:40 p.m. — MLB: Chicago Cubs at

Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indiana)
2 p.m. — French Open tennis (TNT)
3 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Dallas Stars

at Edmonton Oilers (ABC)
3 p.m. — PGA Tour: Charles Schwab

Challenge (CBS)
3 p.m. — PGA Tour Champions: Sen-

ior PGA Championship (NBC)

6 p.m. — WNBA: Las Vegas Aces at
Seattle Storm (ABC)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: Los Angeles
Dodgers at New York Mets (ESPN)

8 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: New York
Knicks at Indiana Pacers (TNT)

Monday
6 a.m. — French Open tennis (TNT)
2 p.m. — French Open tennis (TNT)
4:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

Kansas City Royals (FDSN Indiana)
8 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Carolina Hur-

ricanes at Florida Panthers (TNT)
8:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Oklahoma

City Thunder at Minnesota Timberwolves
(ESPN)

Tuesday
6 a.m. — French Open tennis (TNT)
2 p.m. — French Open tennis (TNT)
7:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

Kansas City Royals (FDSN Indiana)
8 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: New York

Knicks at Indiana Pacers (TNT)
8 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Dallas Stars

at Edmonton Oilers (ESPN)
8 p.m. — WNBA: Seattle Storm at

Minnesota Lynx (ABC)

Local notes
Registration open

Registration for the 35th annual Flat
50 Plus bicycle ride in Adams County is
now open. To register, visit
RunSignUp.com.

There are rides ranging from 20 to
100 miles long.

The event will be held at 7 a.m. Sat-
urday, June 21. It will start at Bellmont
High School and will have stops in Will-
shire, Geneva and Monroe with refresh-
ments.

Sports on tap

The Patriots already had eight
qualifiers for the regional meet
by finishing in the top three. Now
they have word that they will get
to compete in four more events as
well.

The Jay County High School
girls track team got callbacks in
four events based off  the results
from Tuesday's IHSAA Sectional
12 hosted by Delta.

After finishing fourth with a
time of  10 minutes, 31.62 seconds,
the 4x800-meter relay team of
Paityn Wendel, Jessie Homan,
Ava May and Brooklynn Byrum
received a callback to compete at
the Regional 3 hosted by Carroll
on May 27. The relay team is seed-
ed 12th in the event.

Another fourth-place finisher,
Maria Hemmelgarn, will com-
pete in the regional as well after

having one of  the top four marks
among non-qualifying athletes in
the pole vault. Her height of  8 feet
that she achieved on the first
attempt has her tied for the 15th
seed.

Jordyn Hutzler finished fifth in
the discus with a throw of  95 feet
even, but received a callback as
well. She was the final athlete to
make the field, leaving her as the
16th seed.

Despite finishing seventh in
the long jump at the sectional,

Peyton Carpenter received a call-
back as all four of  the extra spots
went to competitors from the
Delta sectional. Her distance of
15 feet, 9 inches, is seeded 12th in
the field.

Tribe wins
FORT RECOVERY — Fort

Recovery’s baseball team scored
four runs in the sixth inning to
lift it to a 5-1 victory over Fort
Loramie on Thursday.

Brodie Hart tied the game at 1-1
in the bottom of  the fifth as his
single brought Caden Grisez
home.

The first two Indians of  the
sixth inning were outs before Col-
son Post drew a walk. Reece Wen-
del followed with a home run to
left field, giving Fort Recovery
(15-8) a 3-1 lead. A pair of  errors

by Fort Loramie (12-10) gave Alex
Gaerke the opportunity to drive
two more runs in on a double to
center field.

Grisez got the win for the Tribe
after throwing three innings. He
gave up one hit and one walk,
while not allowing any runs to
score. Gaerke started the game
off  for FRHS, striking out seven
batters over four innings.

DeHoff leads
NEW HAVEN — Cody DeHoff

led the effort of  the Jay County
boys golf  team as it took down the
Woodlan Warriors 167-175 on
Thursday at Whispering Creek
Golf  Club.

DeHoff  posted the low score for
the Patriots (8-4, 3-1 Allen County
Athletic Conference) 41 strokes.

A trio of  JCHS golfers carded
42s to round out the team score.

Griffin Byrum, Dawson
Goldsworthy and Isaac Homan all
shot just one stroke worse than
DeHoff.

Tucker Griffin finished with a
45 on the day, which didn’t play
into the team’s final score.

Winters leads
Cook’s Nursery and Patriot

Auto both won their Portland
Junior League Rookie baseball
games on Thursday.

Daylan Winters led Patriot
Auto with an inside-the-park
home run and a double in the 8-2
victory over POET.

Rickey Heitkamp followed with
two doubles, while Kylo Cooke
smacked a double and a single.

Kayden Alberson, Waylon
Huelskamp and Steven Robbins
led Cook’s past Barnetts Auto
Parts with three hits apiece.

Local
Roundup

Four Patriots receive callbacks to regional

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County High School sophomore Caleb Garringer leads Wapahani’s Mason Tomboni during
the 3,200-meter run at the IHSAA Sectional 12 meet hosted by Muncie Central on Thursday. Garringer
finished in third with a time of 10 minutes, 7.76 seconds, to qualify for the regional meet.
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Will ...

Continued from page 10
“It’s really exciting,”

said Jay County coach
Andrea Garringer. “The
girls played really well.”

Dirksen and Bailey set
the tone for the match in a
hurry, both rolling to 6-0
victories in their opening
sets. The latter ended hers
after going to deuce, earn-
ing the final point when a
shot from Winchester’s
Emily Cockerill flew wide
left. 

It was the net game that
got the job done for Dirk-
sen, who used her height
and length to make it diffi-
cult for Addyson Bogue of
the Golden Falcons to get
a shot past her. She earned
her victory in just 31 min-
utes.

“What’s helped her is
she was a doubles player,”
said JCHS assistant coach
Donald Gillespie. “When
you come into singles and
you can play at the net,
you don’t see very many
girls do that. … She gets a
lot of  points. She’s very
good up there. That’s real-
ly helped her.”

A few minutes later, Bai-
ley served out her shutout
victory at love. Her first
serve of  the game was too
much for Cockerill to han-
dle, and she finished off
the win by chasing the
WCHS senior to the left
side of  the court where
she was unable to get her
racket on the ball cleanly.

“Really I just hit the ball
back,” said Bailey, who is
now 15-0. “I don’t really
have a method to my mad-
ness. I just try to guess

where she’s going to hit it
and I try to cheat toward
that.”

Faith Faulkner and Ray-
lah Newton seemed head-

ed for earning the section-
al-clinching point at No. 1
doubles after winning 6-3
in the first set. But John-
son ripped through her

second set so quickly at
No. 3 singles that she beat
them to the finish line as
she topped Addison
Thornburg 6-4, 6-0.

“She just found her
groove," said Garringer.
“She’s one that after she
plays them and figures
out her system, as long as
she stays mentally stable,
she plays really well.”

Moments later, Newton
and Faulker capped their
6-3, 6-2 victory over Win-
chester’s Brooklyn
Friend and Addison
Haney.

The lone loss for the
Patriots came at No. 2
doubles, where Gretchen
Link and Sophia
Sprunger fell in three sets
after winning the first.
Winchester freshmen
Jorja Anderson and Julia
Hargarten came fighting
back to knock them off  4-
6, 6-3, 6-3.

Semifinal
Three of  the Patriots’

four wins against Union
City came in straight sets,
with Faulkner and New-
ton setting the tone with a
6-1, 6-1 win over Cintia
Banda and Mya LaFuze at
No. 1 doubles. Link and
Sprunger took the other
doubles match as they
beat Sofia Emrick and
Emmi Kreiner 6-4, 6-2.

Dirksen earned a 6-3, 6-
0 victory at No. 2 singles
over Shelby Arnold. Lilly
Johnson overcame a first-
set loss to beat Addison
Thornburg 5-7, 6-4, 6-4.

Brenna Bailey won by
forfeit at No. 1 singles.

Fifth ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Gretchen Link of Jay County High School connects on a shot during her No. 2 doubles match
along with partner Sophia Sprunger during Friday night’s sectional championship match between the host
Patriots and the Winchester Golden Falcons. JCHS won 4-1 to earn its fifth consecutive sectional title.

Continued from page 10
Will’s walk-off  was only set up

by Dillon’s dramatics in the sev-
enth inning.

Riverside (12-10) trailed 3-2 enter-
ing the seventh inning, but Dillon
blasted her second home run of  the
game to right field to tie things up
on the first at bat. Homan got out of
the inning without any further
damage, but Fort Recovery was
forced to play out the bottom of  the
inning due to the score.

Will grounded out to third base
to start the frame, but an error and
a Homan single put the winning
run at second base. The first pitch
to Ella Schoen skipped off  Taylor
Dillon’s mitt to allow the runners
to move over. RHS coach Andy
Phelps then called a mound visit,
where he decided to intentionally
walk Ella Schoen to load the bases
and regain the force out. The gam-
ble worked as Dillon struck out the
next two batters to force extra
innings.

“I was hoping they’d hit a
ground ball, because they’d been
hitting a lot of  ground balls,”
Phelps said. “Riley really stepped
up with those two big changeups to
strike both of  them out. I just told
her to keep the ball low and get a
ground ball to get out of  the inning
and it worked.”

Outside of  Dillon’s home runs in
the fight and seventh innings, the
Pirates scored on a pair of  doubles
by Dillon and Aubree Huston to tie
the game 1-1 in the third inning.

The other two Tribe runs came
in the fifth as Ella Schoen hit a ball
that first baseman Avery Perk
failed to catch, allowing Will and
Homan to score.

FRHS freshman
Paisley Hart celebrates with
Kylie Post after coming in to
score the winning run against
third-seeded Riverside on
Friday at Anna. Emma Will
drove in Hart, who went 3-for-4
at the plate, to walk-off the
Pirates 4-3 and secure the
Tribe its first OHSAA Division VI
Southwest 2 District
championship.

Box score

No. 3 Riverside Pirates
vs. No. 5 Fort Recovery Indians

OHSAA Division VI 
Southwest 2 District final 

Riverside (15-12)
ab r h bi

RDillon p 4 2 3 2
Johnson cr 0 1 0 0

Robinson 2b 3 0 1 0
Huston 3b 3 0 1 1
Hoffer cf 4 0 0 0
TDillon c 3 0 0 0

Purtee cr 0 0 0 0
Jackson rf 4 0 1 0
Hunkler lf 3 0 0 0
Ransbottom dp 3 1 0 0
Carman ss 4 0 0 0
Totals 31 4 6 3

Fort Recovery (17-9)
ab r h bi

Will cf 5 2 2 1
AvGrisez 2b 4 0 0 0
Homan p 3 1 2 1
Schoen 3b 3 0 0 0
AlGrisez 1b 4 0 0 0
Heitkamp rf 4 0 0 0
Post c 4 0 0 0

Klenke cr 0 0 0 0
Hart lf 4 1 3 0
Armstrong 2b 4 0 1 0
Totals 35 4 8 2

Riverside   001  010  10 — 3
Ft. Rec.     100  020 01 — 4

LOB — Riverside 9, Fort Recovery
9. 2B — Riverside 2 (RDillon, Hus-
ton), Fort Recovery 2 (Will 2). HR
— Riverside 2 (RDillon).

IP H R ER BB SO
Riverside
RDillon 7.2 7 4 2 1 7

Fort Recovery
Homan 8 7 3 3 2 5
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Alig and Garringer 
earned regional berths,
see story page 8

FRHS track competes in
district finals today,

see Sports on tap

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Meredith Dirksen
breezed through her
match and Brenna Bailey
was done just a few min-
utes later.

Meanwhile Lilly John-
son played the longest first
set.

Then she shifted into
high gear.

Johnson zipped through
her second set and locked
up the Jay County High
School girls tennis team’s
fifth consecutive sectional
championship just
moments before the Patri-
ot No. 1 doubles team also
earned a victory in a 4-1
triumph over the Winches-
ter Golden Falcons.

“It feels really good,”
said Dirksen, a senior. “We
worked hard all season for
this.”

The Patriots advanced
to the sectional title match
with a shutout of  Union
City on Thursday while
Winchester beat Randolph
Southern 4-1. (The start of
the tournament was post-
poned from Tuesday
because of  inclement
weather.)

JCHS will move on to
the regional tournament
to play No. 16 Delta in the
semifinal at 4:45 p.m.
Tuesday at Noblesville.
The other regional partici-
pants have yet to be deter-
mined, with sectional
championship matches in
the Noblesville and
Alexandria tournaments
scheduled for today.

See Fifth page 9

Fifth
title
Patriots take

down
Winchester 4-

1 to claim
fifth

consecutive
girls tennis
sectional

championship

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

ANNA, Ohio — Emma Will
wrote the first few words of  the
Indians’ district finale story.

Others took their turns with
the pen, the leading trading
back and forth and high drama
unfolding in the seventh
inning.

In the end, though, it was Will
again who authored the story-
book ending.

Will smashed a double to the
left-center field wall to secure
the fifth-seeded Fort Recovery
High School softball team its
first district championship 4-3
over the No. 3 seed Riverside
Pirates in OHSAA Division VI
Southwest 2 at Anna on Friday.

“It feels so good,” said FRHS
coach Carrie Schoen. “First
time ever to have a district
championship under our belts.
It’s pretty special.”

The victory earns the Indians

(17-9) a trip to their first region-
al game against No. 1 seed Tri-
Village (25-0) at 2 p.m. Wednes-
day at Bellefontaine.

Will led off  the Tribe’s journey
to its first district title in multi-
ple ways. Back as a freshman in
2022, she played for the team that
made Fort Recovery history by
advancing to the district final for
the first time before falling to
Lincolnview 10-5.

“It’s amazing because fresh-
man year, we lost the district
finals,” Will said. “Now being
able to redeem ourselves feels
amazing.”

Just as she was on the FRHS
team to make the district finals,
she was the first to score as a
senior on Friday. She led off  the
game with a double that one-
hopped the wall in left-center
field before stealing third base.
Jenna Homan — she earned the
win in the circle after throwing
all eight innings and giving up

one three runs — drove Will in
with a sacrifice fly.

Will’s next three at bats
weren’t anything special as
three ground balls led to two
outs and an error. But she made
up for it in the final frame.

Riley Dillon secured the first
out of  the eight inning as she
fought back from a 3-0 count to
get Kylie Post to ground out to
shortstop.

A red-hot Paisley Hart — she
poked two singles up the middle
and got out on a screaming line
drive at Dillon earlier — came
to the plate next and found the
grass in shallow center for a
hit. After Layla Armstrong
went down on strikes, Carrie
Schoen gave Hart the go sign to
take second base and get into
scoring position.

“She had a phenomenal game
tonight and her bat was so hot,”
Carrie Schoen said. “I did give
her the steal sign and if  she

steals the base and gets out we’d
still have the top of  the order to
start off  the next inning. So, I
felt confident with giving her
the steal and she had a good
read on it. That was huge.”

The steal came after Will
fouled off  a pitch and looked at
a second strike to go down 0-2.
Dillon let a pitch run high as
Hart stole the base, setting Will
up for a potential walk-off. The
senior, who leads Fort Recovery
in career hits and runs, deliv-
ered with a shot to the same
spot as the first inning in deep
left-center field to win the Indi-
ans the title.

“My last two were grounders
straight to people, so that was
definitely a goal not to do,” Will
said. “It was so surreal. It was
such a relieving feeling because
it felt so good coming off  the bat
and I saw (Hart) rounding three
and going home.”

See Will page 9

Where there’s a Will ...

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Fort Recovery High School second baseman Layla Armstrong catches a line drive while Riverside’s Emilee
Robinson retreats back to first base during the OHSAA Division VI Southwest 2 District title game on Friday at Anna. Emma
Will hit a walk-off double to lift the Indians to their first district championship 4-3.

Indians find their way to first district title

RICHMOND — The Patriots had one
final stop before they took on the sec-
tional. They took one inning to earn
enough runs to end the game and blow
the Red Devils away.

Jay County High School’s softball team
closed the regular season with a 25-3 vic-
tory over the Richmond Red Devils on
Friday.

The Patriots (19-2) exploded for 11 runs
in the first inning on seven singles, one
double, two walks, one hit batter and one
error.

JCHS only scored two runs in the sec-
ond inning before putting up seven in the
third. It finished the game with two more

scores in the fourth and three in the final
frame.

Brenna Ruble led the offense with four
RBIs on three hits, including a double. Jae-
lynn Lykins followed with three RBIs on
two hits.

Morgan Missicano, Jozey Shimp, Jada-
lyn Plessinger and Chloe Brown each
drove in runs as well. Brown led Jay Coun-
ty with five runs scored.

Carley Trinidad threw all five innings
for the Patriots, earning the victory. She
gave up three earned runs on six hits and
one walk. She struck out six batters as
well.

Richmond (0-14) scored two runs in the
fourth inning and one in the fifth.

JCHS blows out
Devils in finale

Local 1620 took down Loy
Real Estate and Auction 14-
10 in Portland Junior
League Sandy Koufax base-
ball on Friday evening.

Sam Wiggins powered
the Loy offense with a
home run and a single. He
drove in three runs.

Oaklan Ingram matched
Wiggins with three RBIs on
one single.

Eli Miller drove in two
runs, while Corbin Brown
and Cooper Reynolds each
pushed one run across the
plate. Reynolds also suf-
fered the loss on the
mound.

Local
1620
beats Loy


