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Memorial assist

Portland American Legion Post 211 commander Butch Micheau holds a speech in place for pastor Darrell Borders
during Monday’s breezy Memorial Day Service at Green Park Cemetery in Portland. Borders gave an address during the
ceremony that also included patriotic songs, a 21-gun salute by the legion honor guard and the playing of “Taps.”

Food aid plan has been hobbled

By DAN WILLIAMS
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

A contested plan backed by
the U.S. and Israel to deliver food
to Palestinians in the Gaza Strip is
off to a rocky start, with the top
organizer resigning and the roll-
out dogged by delay.

The Gaza Humanitarian Foun-
dation (GHF), a new Swiss-based
nonprofit, opened one distribution
station in a southern buffer zone
on Monday, a day behind schedule,
Israeli officials said. But there was
no immediate indication that
hand-outs were under way.

The ruined coastal enclave’s
more than 2 million civilians have
been brought to the brink of
famine, relief agencies say, by an
Israeli aid blockade imposed in
March after the last truce
with Hamas expired.

Bills address farm issues

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Property tax tweaks and
a new online portal were
among this year’s legisla-
tive wins for Hoosier farm-
ers. But a high-priority pro-
posal to help retiring farm-
ers transition land to a new
generation of growers

Top organizers resigned
and roll-out has been delayed

Israel has mounted what Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
describes as the final push to win
the more than 19-month-old war.
Tanks and troops are under
orders to conquer Gaza,
rout Hamas holdouts, move civil-
ians toward the southern buffer
zone and recover the remaining 58
hostages held by the Iran-backed
group.

On Monday, the military issued
evacuation orders to residents of

Legislation approved this year
makes property tax tweaks and
creates a new online portal

the southern town of Khan You-
nis, saying Hamas targets would
be engaged there. Israeli strikes
killed at least 52 people the same
day, the Associated Press report-
ed, citing local health officials.
Whether the 20 hostages
believed to be alive will survive
the new sweep is a question
wracking Israelis, most of whom,
according to surveys, want to end
the war with a negotiated repatri-
ation. — even if  that

leaves Hamas in power. Israeli
officials say Qatari- and Egyptian-
mediated talks on a deal continue,
spurred by the military pressure.

The GHF’s executive
director, Jake Wood, resigned late
on Sunday citing misgivings
about the plan. Still, the GHF said
that by week’s end it would have
two more distribution stations in
the southern buffer zone and
another in central Gaza, for an
operating volume sufficient to
feed 1 million people. It hopes to
expand operations and reach oth-
ers eventually.

The GHF operation was held up,
said Eli Cohen, Israel’s energy
minister and a security Cabi-
net member. “This was meant to
begin yesterday — the 25th — but
that didn’t happen,” he told Army
Radio.

See Aid page 2
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County
OKs
more

$9 for
JCDC

A contract
is also in
the works

Jor the rest

of 2025

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

More funding and a new
contract are on the way.

Jay County Commission-
ers approved a $50,000
request — the remainder of
Jay County Development
Corporation’s budget for
the year — at their meeting
Tuesday.

The decision also put in
motion plans for a contract
between JCDC and the
county to cover the remain-
der of the year.

JCDC hired its new exec-
utive director Ceann Bales
in early April. The county
approved $100,000 in fund-
ing for the organization in
January, with a contract
currently in place between
the two entities through
June 30.

“When we initially met,
we hadn’t hired Ceann yet,
we didn't know what our
budget was going to look
like,” explained Jay County
Development Corporation
board president Angela
Paxson on Monday:

Earlier this month,
JCDC’s board of directors
approved its 2025 budget at
$196,016.65. The organiza-
tion had a total of $172,150
pledged for the year at that
time, leaving it at a deficit
of just under $24,000.

The board planned to
request enough funding
from the county to put in
reserve to cover six months
of expenses, approximately
$116,330. (The organization
spent down its reserves in
2024 as it did not receive
funding from the county
during a contract dispute.)

“I do realize that your
funding is tight this year,
you’ve got other projects
and other entities, and
$140,000 is more than we
need as a cushion at this
point,” Paxson said to com-
missioners Monday. “It’s
taken us over 20 years to
build up to that, so I can
understand.”

See JCDC page 2

failed to cross the finish
line in the final days of the
session.

Rural-focused portions
of Gov. Mike Braun’s
first agenda pledged to “cut
red tape,” strengthen the
agricultural economy and
protect Indiana farmland
from encroaching develop-
ment.

The Republican governor
had two early successes:
property tax relief and a
new online farmer portal.

Baked into  Senate

Deaths

Giles Laux, 60, Portland
Rhonda Toland, 75, rural

Geneva
Details on page 2.

Enrolled Act 1, a hotly-
debated property tax meas-
ure, were changes to how
farmland is assessed for
property taxes — increas-
ing the capitalization rate
in the farmland formula
from 8% to 9%, and adding
a new assessed value
deduction.

Braun maintained those
changes will bring at least
some relief for farmers.
Agricultural lobbying
groups agreed, in part, but
said more works need to be

Weather

The high temperature was
70 degrees Monday in Jay
County for Memorial Day. The

low was 44.

outlook.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
40% chance of rain with a low
in the lower 50s. Expect partly
cloudy skies Thursday with a
high in the lower 70s.

See page 2 for an extended

done on property taxes,
specifically:

“While this will provide
relief to Hoosier farmers
on their real property taxes
the next couple of years,
taxes on other agricultural
infrastructure like farm
buildings and permanent
structures are expected to
increase due to shifts with-
in the tax base,” said Andy

Tauer, Indiana Farm
Bureau’s executive director
of public policy:.

See Farm page 2

Drone work

A drone operated by Josh Overman sprays fungicide on a
field on the south side of Indiana 26 just east of county road 400 East
on Saturday morning. The drone has a capacity of 18 gallons, which is
enough to cover about 9 acres.
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In review

Jay County Chamber of
Commerce has hired Amanda
Blair as its new executive
director. A Jay County native
who returned to the communi-
ty in 2024, she will take over
the role that has been vacant
since Tabby Sprunger’s resig-
nation in July. For additional
details, see Friday’s edition of
The Commercial Review.
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Obituaries

Giles Laux
May 18, 1965-May 24, 2025

Giles William Laux, age 60, of
Portland passed away on May
24, 2025, in Lutheran Hospital in
Fort Wayne.

He was born in Portland on
May 18, 1965, the son of Ralph W.
and Virginia (Ura) Laux. He was
married on Sept. 5, 1992, to Bar-
bie Imel who survives.

Giles was a teacher at Bloom-
field Elementary School, being
involved in intramurals, stu-
dent council and Just Say No.
Prior to teaching he was owner
of Photography by Giles Laux
for over 20 years. He was a 1983

Jay County High
School graduate
and Ball State

University gradu-
ate. He was a
member of

Immaculate Con-
ception Catholic
Church, Profes-
sional Photogra-
phers of Indiana, Professional
Photographers of America, Past
Grand Knight of Knights of
Columbus, Portland, Mother
Teresa Council, Portland Park
Board, The Portland Founda-
tion Board of Trustees, Jay
County High School girls soccer

Surviving are his wife Bar-
bie; two daughters, Emma
Laux-Fisch (husband:
Matthew) of Carmel and Lucy
Laux of Indianapolis; his
father Ralph Laux of Bryant;
brothers Terence Laux of
Bryant, Chris Laux (wife:
Michelle) of South Bend and
Frank Laux (wife: Toni of
Celestine, Indiana), who pre-
ceded in death; sisters Teresa
Laux of Indianapolis, Daria
Laux-Walpole (husband: Mike)
of Indianapolis, Maureen
Baker (husband: Mark) of
Roswell, Georgia, Amy Laux of
Noblesville and Nicole Sholly

and several nieces and
nephews and great-nieces and
great-nephews. Also surviving
are his dogs Cooper and Willow
and grand-dogs Shay, Zion and
Murphy.

Funeral services will be held
on Friday, May 30, at 10 a.m. in
Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church with Fr. Peter
Logsdon presiding. Burial will
be in Green Park Cemetery. Vis-
itation will be Thursday from 2
to 7 p.m. in the Baird-Freeman
Funeral Home.

Memorials can be made to
Hopes Harbor or The Portland
Foundation.

expressed online at bairdfree-
man.com.

Rhonda G. (Woodard) Toland, rural
Geneva, Nov. 30, 1949-May 22,
2025. A celebration of life will be
held at 4 p.m. Friday at Cardinal Hall,
100 W. Line St., Geneva.

The Commercial Review pub-
lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of charge. They include the
name, city, birth/death date and
time/date/location of services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
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Lotteries

Powerball
Monday
13-47-52-64-67
Power Ball: 25
Power Play: 2
Estimated

$189 million

jackpot:

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:
$173 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 5-8-8
Daily Four: 4-5-1-6
Quick Draw: 1-6-9-10-

Daily Four: 8-2-7-8

Quick Draw: 5-7-9-15-
16-21-25-26-27-29-36-47-59-
64-65-68-69-71-74-78

Cash 5: 5-19-29-33-35

Estimated jackpot:
$80,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 9-8-3
Pick 4: 5-4-7-8
Pick 5: 5-6-4-2-3
Evening
Pick 3: 7-0-6
Pick 4: 9-2-0-5
Pick 5: 2-3-1-0-2

14-15-24-27-35-37-44-47-53- Rolling Cash: 6-17-19-
59-62-65-71-73-75-77 30-33
Evening Estimated jackpot:
Daily Three: 2-5-2 $411,000
Cooper Farms June beans ............ 10.80
Fort Recovery Wheat ......ccoeeneenee. 5.03
COrNueeeeeiieieeeeenee, 4.88
June corn ................ 490 ADM .
July corn.............. 426 Montpelier
gorn .......................... 4.75
H H une Corn ........oee..... 4.75
FOOE;I;I‘E;orefmmg Beans.............. ....10.76
C 481 June beans ............10.79
OITL..coonrmnennensnsnonsene : Wheat ......cccooveueneene. 4.93
June corn ................ 4.81
July corn.................. 484 Heartland
The Andersons  Copnony  w
Richland Township  Junecorn ............... 4.87
COrn ..eeevveveeeeeennen, 480 BeanS.....cecoeeeeeenn. 10.55
June corn ................ 4,80 June beans ............ 10.55
Beans......cccoouueenneen. 10.75 Wheat .......cceuueeneee. 4.93

Today in history

In 1788, Alexander
Hamilton, James Madi-
son and Jay County’s
namesake John Jay
published the Federal-
ist papers, a group of
essays in support of
the U.S. Constitution.

In 1851, the Ohio
Women’s Rights Con-

vention began in
Akron, Ohio. The con-
vention focused on
change to support

women’s rights.

In 1938, Jerry West
was born in Chelyan,
West  Virginia. An
American baseball
player, coach and exec-
utive, West had a sto-
ried career in the
National Basketball
Association, taking the
Mountaineers to the

NCAA Finals and win-
ning the tournament’s
Most Outstanding Play-
er award in 1959,
among other accom-
plishments.

In 2007, the seventh-
ranked Jay County
High School baseball
team edged Elwood 3-2
in the sectional semifi-
nal at Blackford.

In 2021, Abbie Fran-
cis and Mara Pearson
of Fort Recovery High
School earned state
berths with top-four
finishes in the Division
III regional meet at
Troy. Pearson was the
runner-up in the long
jump while Francis fin-
ished third in the 100-
meter dash.

— The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Today

6 p.m. — Dunkirk Park
Board, city building, 131
S. Main St.

Monday

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Tuesday

4 pm. — Jay County
Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

She explained the JCDC
office costs about $10,000 to
operate each month. She
also pointed out the board
would like to compensate
JCDC executive assistant
Jodi Hayes, who Paxson
said hasn’t received a raise
in two years and “kept the
doors open” amid the
board’s search for a new
director following Travis
Richards’ resignation in
November.

Paxson then requested
$50,000 for the remainder
of JCDC’s budget for the
year, which would cover
the deficit as well as
enough for two months of
reserve dollars.

“I’'ve got no issues with
that, you want to cover
your budget shortfall,”
responded commissioners

A ...

Continued from page 1
U.N. agencies have voiced con-
cern that a limited resumption of
food distribution would be insuffi-
cient, push civilians into small

areas and politicize aid.
Israel’s strategy

is drawing
increasing global censure, anger-
ing its allies in Europe and isolat-
ing it in international forums.

The GHF has said it offers “a
pragmatic plan that is able to imme-
diately get aid into Gaza under the
conditions as they exist today,” and
deemed “no longer viable” the Unit-

“Again, I agree, as far as
giving the full six months,
yeah, we’re tight right now,
but also, just showing that
we’re working together, 1
don’t have an issue with
providing an extra two and
a half months or two
months or whatever for
additional funding.”

He noted the organiza-
tion may approach com-
missioners for funding as
needed to pay for projects,
saying commissioners will
fund those efforts. Aker
also voiced support for
JCDC’s new director and
the county’s relationship
with the organization mov-
ing forward.

“I’'ve got full faith and
confidence in Ceann, I
think that, you know, she’s
going to follow through on

in place for

while U.S.

Farm ...

Continued from page 1

“Our members have
seen property tax bills go
up 60% over the past three
years, while net farm
incomes have gone down.
So, we need to return to
the Statehouse in the com-
ing years to craft a more
comprehensive and sus-
tainable solution for farm-

ers.”
Another win came in
House Enrolled Act

1149, the first bill signed
into law by Braun.

The measure, authored
by Rep. Kendell Culp, R-
Rensselaer, creates an
online  “one-stop-shop”
portal for farmers to
access funding opportuni-
ties, regulatory informa-
tion and state agency con-
tacts.

“Hoosier farmers feed
America and power our
economy, and this bill
makes their important job
a little bit easier,” the gov-
ernor told reporters at a
Statehouse bill signing
ceremony.

Braun’s plan additional-
ly called for the creation of
a farmland preservation
task force, as well as
upgrades in rural commu-
nities, including roads,
broadband and water sys-
tems.

Members of Indiana
Farm Bureau’s water task
force in 2024 identified a
“gap” in protections for
agriculture and signifi-
cant groundwater well
users who utilize irriga-
tion or need water for live-
stock, Tauer said. Under
earlier state law, those
users were responsible for
proving any loss of water
and were liable in court.

Farm bureau leadership
said the lobbying group
worked with Republican
Sen. Sue Glick, of
LaGrange, to craft Senate
Enrolled Act 28, which
establishes a reporting
and investigation process
managed by the Indiana
Department of Natural
Resources to fix those

issues and ensure that
agriculture is protected in
cases when usable water is
unavailable. Braun signed
the legislation in mid-
April.

Other agricultural sec-
tor bills that passed and
were supported by Indiana
Farm Bureau and other
lobbying groups included:

«Senate Enrolled Act
461: Clarifies the responsi-
bilities of the Indiana
Grain Buyers and Ware-
house Licensing Agency,
ensuring better compli-
ance and support for strug-
gling licensees.

*House Enrolled Act
1012: Requires law enforce-
ment to inform landown-
ers of any damage to their
property resulting from
motor vehicle accidents.

*House Enrolled Act
1461: Provides additional
funding and tax options
for local government infra-
structure projects, benefit-
ing rural communities.

Axed from the final draft
of the state’s next two-year
budget, however, was a tax
credit to support land tran-
sitions.

SERVICES

Thursday

Martin, Alethea: |l am,
Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

Friday

Laux, Giles: 10 a.m., Immac-
ulate  Conception Catholic
Church, 506 E.Walnut St., Port-
land.

Toland, Rhonda: 4 p.m., Car-
dinal Hall, 100 W. Line St., Gene-
va.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

ed Nations-led mechanism that was
decades
Hamas triggered the war by invad-
ing Israel on Oct. 7, 2023.

Hamas warned Gazans it would
“take necessary measures” against
any who avail themselves of the
distribution centers.

Officials have said that the
Israeli military would guard the
periphery of
contractors provide
security. Recipients will be the
heads of Palestinian households,
vetted to ensure they are not mem-

coach and Boomer soccer coach. (husband: Jon) of Indianapolis; Condolences may be ices.
j c Dc HEN
Continued from page 1 president Chad AKer. this stuff, and I think it’s

going to be a success, and
this also shows that we
want to work together,”
said Aker.

Commissioners  then
approved the  $50,000
request. Plans are to begin
drafting a contract with
JCDC for the rest of 2025.

In related business, com-
missioners agreed to push
back the economic devel-
opment income tax (EDIT)
request deadline for 2026
by another month.

Request were originally
due by June 13, with com-
missioners to host a spe-
cial meeting at 4 p.m. June
25 to review requests and
select projects to be paid
for out of next year’s budg-
et.

Paxson asked for an
extension Monday, noting

before

the sites

that JCDC hadn’t received
notice about the deadline
for 2026.

“I think it was just an
oversight that we didn’t
receive ours, because we
received our funding in
January,” Paxson said.

County auditor Emily
Franks pointed out the
county’s budget process
has been delayed by a
month because of various
questions with the state’s
finances surrounding Sen-
ate Enrolled Act 1, which
made various changes to
taxes among other items.
Commissioners then decid-
ed to extend their original
EDIT request deadline for
all entities accordingly.

For more news from the
commissioners’ meeting, see
Thursday’s newspaper:

bers of Hamas, and given provi-
sions to last each family a week.
Concerns have been raised over
how onerous carrying the rations
long distances could prove to those
already weak from hunger. But the
plan aims to limit the chances
of Hamas operatives seizing truck-
loads, Israel has said.

In his resignation letter, Wood
said: “It is not possible to imple-
ment this plan while also strictly
adhering to the humanitarian prin-
ciples of humanity,
impartiality, and independence.”

neutrality,
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Follow through on goals you set

By OLIVIA SMITH

The Commercial Review

During finals week, I
remember turning to a
friend and saying, “I hope
summer is boring — just
me working and hanging
out with family” At the
time, that sounded like the
ideal break after a stressful
semester. I think I jinxed
myself.

This summer has been
anything but boring. It’s
brought unexpected situa-
tions and tough decisions,
some of which I never
anticipated having to face.
There have been moments
of frustration, doubt and
stress. But I quickly real-
ized that dragging anger or

You’re On
Your Own,
Kid

anxiety into each situation
only made things harder. So
instead, I've made the deci-
sion to look at every chal-
lenge as an opportunity —
to learn, to grow and to pre-
pare myself for whatever
lies ahead.

That’s the thing about
college: just because you're
home for the summer does-
n’t mean you're done grow-

ing. The work of becoming
an adult doesn’t take a
break. Whether you're
working to pay for tuition,
gaining job experience or
figuring out things like
insurance and car mainte-
nance (even when you’d
rather not), every step is
part of preparing for the
future.

This summer, I'm work-
ing in an office by myself
for most of the day. At first,
I felt like I wasn’t really
“getting experience” the
way I expected to. But then
I realized — I am gaining
something valuable. I'm
learning how to manage
my time without supervi-
sion. I'm building connec-

tions and showing this
team what kind of employ-
ee I can be. I'm earning
their trust and their praise,
which could turn into a
strong reference or even a
future opportunity.

Even jobs that don’t seem
related to your goals can
still teach you something.
Maybe you’re working fast
food and wondering what
flipping burgers has to do
with your future. Well,
maybe it’s teaching you
how to stay calm under
pressure, how to interact
with difficult customers or
how to work with a team.
Maybe it’s showing you
how to speak up for your-
self. All of those things

matter — and all of them
are part of growing up.

There are also more
structured ways to prepare
for your future. Internships
and job shadowing can give
you a closer look at the
fields you’re interested in.
Sometimes, all it takes is a
day spent watching some-
one else do their job to
spark a new interest or con-
firm that a path isn’t for
you. And preparation does-
n’t always have to be career-
related. Watching a docu-
mentary, reading a book,
learning a new skill — any-
thing that helps you grow
as a person is time well
spent.

This summer, my person-

al motto is “show up for
yourself.” That means fol-
lowing through on the goals
you set, even if no one else
is holding you accountable.
It means putting in the
work now, not just for today;
but for the person you’re
becoming.

You might not always see
the results right away
Maybe what you're doing
doesn’t seem useful in your
career, and maybe it won’t
solve every problem at
home either. But you're still
learning. You're still grow-
ing. And one day, you’ll be
grateful that you took the
time to show up — not just
for work or for school, but
for yourself.

Boyliriend wants to let sleeping dogs lie

DEAR ABBY: I am recently
divorced after a 37-year mar-
riage. My boyfriend, “Grant,”
has been divorced for a long time.
He is a lovely man — honest,
intelligent, healthy, helpful, neat
and a great communicator. Our
physical relationship is wonder-
ful, too.

My problem? Grant has two
small dogs that sleep in bed with
him. They have since they were
puppies. They are 11 and 13 years
old now. I have a large dog that
sleeps in his bed on the floor and
is not allowed on any furniture.
He doesn’t shed. The dogs all get
along fine.

I slept in Grant’s bed once
when his dogs were at the ken-
nel and was grossed out by the

dog hair on the sheets, com-
forter, etc., even after the
sheets had been washed. Hav-
ing dogs in the bed would dis-
rupt my sleep, so if I spend the
night, I sleep in Grant’s guest
room. (He doesn’t think it’s
fair to disrupt his “kids’”
sleeping arrangements after
all these years.) I'd much
rather fall asleep and wake up
next to him, but this happens

only on vacations away from
home.

I'm tired of sleeping apart but
don’t feel like giving any ultima-
tums. Is he right to not want to
disrupt the dogs’ sleeping habits
to accommodate me once or
twice a week? — SLEEPING
SOLO IN OREGON

DEAR SLEEPING SOLO: I
think your boyfriend is right.
Because Grant has habituated
his dogs to sleeping in his bed
(not to mention that the bed is
filthy), I don’t think it would
be practical to disrupt them at
this stage of their lives. On
the nights you’re at his place,
it might make more sense for
Grant to spend the night in
the guest room with you until

his sleeping buddies cross the
rainbow bridge.

DEAR ABBY: A few years ago, I
became acquainted with a
Catholic priest after he hired me
to give him conversation lessons.
(He was visiting from another
country; English is not his first
language.) We hit it off and found
we had alot in common. After the
lessons ended, we stayed in touch.

Not long after that, he returned
to his home country. Since then,
we have emailed and texted regu-
larly, and video-chatted over the
holidays. I love my friendship
with him, and he seems to feel the
same way.

To be honest, though, I have a
bit of a crush on him. I was hop-

ing it would fade, but it hasn’t. I
feel somewhat guilty about it and
wonder if I am being dishonest
by not telling him. Should I say
something and risk having the
friendship (which I really enjoy)
end? Or is it OK to keep these
kinds of secrets? — CRUSHING
ON THE COAST

DEAR CRUSHING: As long
as your “bit of a crush” does-
n’t have a negative impact on
the rest of your life, I see no
reason to burden the priest
with this secret. However, if it
causes a disruption in the
relationships you have (.e.,
with a husband or boyfriend),
then speak up and be pre-
pared for the relationship to
slow down, if not end.

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Today

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community
Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-
ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

EUCHRE CLUB — Will
meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of each
month at Chalet Village
Health and Rehabilita-
tion in the North Lounge.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAM-
ILY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evi-
dence-based intervention
for helping families
affected by addiction

meets at 4 p.m. each
Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES
— Will meet at 6 p.m., on
the second and fourth
Wednesday of the month
at the Eagles’ lodge, 320
N. Meridian St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis
at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY —
A group for those strug-
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gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and
living a balanced life
meets at 11 a.m. each
Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Friday

PAST RECOVERY
SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 am. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. To learn
more information, please
call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,

will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.

Monday

PORTLAND BREAK-
FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to
noon each Monday at Jay
Community Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at
5 p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information,
call (260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free preg-
nancy testing with ongo-
ing support during and
after pregnancy. The cen-
ter is located at 216 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
Hours are 1 to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. For
more information or to
schedule an appointment,
call (260) 726-8636. Walk-
ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist
Church, 204 E. Arch St. in
Portland.
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GUTTER
PROTECTION

Leafi

Spring showers may

bring costly home
repairs

Spring rain can overwhelm
clogged gutters, leading to
overflow causing damage to
your home. |

Free inspections + estimate - Call 1-877-361-4260

Limited time only!*

Installation

==
75% OFF | + $250

Discount

CALL 1-877-361-4260

Promo Code: 285
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WARBANTY

The most
effective gutter
protection for
your home.

TO SCHEDULE YOUR
FREE INSPECTION
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Advertise your auto service and repair business
in all of our publications with:
Four 3x5 ads in The Commercial Review
Two 3x5 ads in The News-Gazette
One 3x5 ad in The News Times for

>~/

7

Ads must run in June. Rates do not apply to special sections.

Call (260) 726-8141 or email ads@thecr.com

$300
OR

Run two 3x5 ads for your auto service and repair business
in the publication(s) of your choice during June for:

The Commercial Review — $156
The News-Gazette - $145
The News Times - $120
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Help Campofiores
with trip to Spain

To the editor:

Four local young men —
Anthony, Walter, Paul, and
Virgil Campofiore — have
achieved a remarkable
honor: they have been
selected to represent the
United States at the presti-
gious International Table
Soccer Federation World
Championships for table
soccer (foosball) in Spain.

Their dedication and
hard work on the 2022
through 2024 tour seasons
have earned them this
recognition from the Unit-
ed States Table Soccer
Organization.

The championship event
will take place from June 23
through 29, 2025, where
they will compete on a glob-
al stage against players
from five continents and 40
different countries in this
exciting mind and tech-
nique game.

(For those interested in
learning more about the
sport, statistics or upcom-
ing events, check out the
International Table Soccer
Federation and the United
States Table Soccer Organi-
zation online at tablesoc-
cer.org.)

Competing internation-
ally comes with significant
costs. To help offset the
expenses, which are
approximately $2,000 per
youth (totaling around

Letters to
the Editor

$8,000), our community has
several opportunities to
pitch in:

«Benefit Rummage Sale
— 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. June 5
through 7, 2025

«Huli Huli Carry Out
Chicken Dinner — 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. June 6 and 7, 2025

(Both events will be in
the parking lot of All
Weather Heating & Air
Conditioning located at 973
S. Meridian St., Portland.)

If you are unable to
attend the events but would
like to make a monetary
donation, you can make it
through Venmo at @All-
weather-Heatingandcool-
ing.

Supporting these young
men helps them achieve
their international dream
and represents our commu-
nity and the United States
with pride and skill on the
world stage.

Thank you in advance for
your generosity and sup-
port in helping the Cam-
pofiore boys go internation-
al.

Ashley Keen

Portland

The Trump
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Administration is
ordered to cease

deportations without
due process...

MARGLIES
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By NIKI KELLY

Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Iremember the first time I
went to the Indianapolis 500
after moving to Indiana. It
was a muddy mess with lit-
tle sleep. It is also one of the
best memories I have with
my friend Anita, and it
brings us laughter to this
day.

Another fond sports mem-
ory is my spontaneous deci-
sion, driving through Indi-
anapolis after a morning
work assignment, to grab a
friend and snag tickets for
Game 5 of the Eastern Con-
ference Finals between the
Indiana Pacers and New
York Knicks in 2000. Talk
about an electric atmos-
phere.

This year’s 500 coincides
with the Pacers being back
in the conference finals, and
I am reminded how lucky we
are to have a vibrant sports
world right here in Indiana.

So, I put together a
Hoosier sports-related buck-
et list. Go make some memo-
ries!

Go to the Indy 500

I don’t go every year
because, frankly, it’'s a lot.
Plus, my husband likes to go
early. This year, he is taking
our daughter, and I am excit-
ed for them to have that
experience together for the
first time. He’s a spectator
now, but at one point he was
engine tuner for Vitor
Meira’s Team Menard car.
And three years ago, as a
splurge, I gave him a ride in
the two-seater, which blew
his mind. The speedway is
an absolute gem that we
should be proud of — from
holding races to hosting citi-
zenship ceremonies, vacci-
nation clinics and solar
eclipses.

Indiana Fever game

I have been to many Fever
games but not since Caitlin
Clark arrived. I must rectify
that soon. The hype and
excitement is contagious.

Enjoy rich spor

|

And Clark is someone I want
to say I saw play, because
she will undoubtedly be an
icon.

March Madness

Basketball doesn’t get any
better than the NCAA col-
lege basketball tournament
in Indiana. Whether it’s the
first or final round, it’s fun
to see fans of other teams
come to the city and discov-
er its hospitality and love of
the game. While heartbreak-
ing, watching Butler Univer-
sity play Duke in the 2010
championship game will for-
ever be a highlight of my
personal sports bucket list.

If I could make a subcate-
gory here, I would add going
to a game at Hinkle Field-
house. It has an old-school
feel that easily trumps new,
fancier facilities.

Olympic trials

Indianapolis has hosted
swimming and diving trials
at multiple locations. I spent
a few hours watching diving
years ago and was amazed at
the precision and power. I
am still kicking myself for
not going to the last year’s
swimming event at Lucas
Oil Stadium. So many
friends have said how great
it was to immerse them-
selves in a new sport.

But the fun isn’t just in
Indianapolis.

Notre Dame football
Find time to see the Fight-
ing Irish at Notre Dame Sta-
dium on a fall day. Nothing
beats it. My husband and I
went a few years ago to the
Navy game and it was every-
thing we had hoped. We
walked the campus a bit
before the game, taking in

ts landscape

This year’s 500
coincides with
the Pacers being
back in the
conference finals,
and I am
reminded how
lucky we are to
have a vibrant
sports world
right here
in Indiana.

the revelry and the beauty.
By far the best part of the
day was seeing all the tradi-
tions on display.

Parkview field

The stadium in downtown
Fort Wayne hosts the Tin-
Caps and is a delight for
families. I have only been to
one game there, but it was
full of quirky entertain-
ment, with a great location
and reasonable food prices
(for a stadium).

This is not an exhaustive
list. I'm sure I will hear
from a few Colts fans and
my dad won’t forgive me for
leaving out the U.S. Nation-
als at Indianapolis Raceway
Park. The point is that
Hoosiers are lucky to have
such a rich sports ecosystem
and should make sure to
enjoy it!

Kelly, editor-in-chief of
Indiana Capital Chronicle,
has covered the Indiana
Statehouse since 1999.

Indiana Capital Chronicle
is an independent, nonprofit
news organization. Its web-
site is indianacapitalchroni-
cle.com.

Old grill outshined
shiny, new options

Editor’s note: This column 1is
being reprinted from May 28, 2003.
One of the true signs of summer is
the smell of burgers on the grill.
Jack preferred his old, grungy
grill to a new shiny one. It cooked
meat and inspired memories.

By JACK RONALD

The Commercial Review

Someone’s trying to take the
fun out of grilling.

Backyard cooking combines
some basic elements that strike a
chord in the primordial soul of
most men. It has it all: Fire, meat,
smoke, sharp objects, solitude,
control, and a chance to work out-
doors.

What could be better?

But now someone’s decided
that a basic grill is not enough.

The stores and the catalogs are
full of grills the size of Buicks,
with more features than the aver-
age home computer.

You want a fridge with that
backyard barbecue outfit? No
problem. How about a rotisserie?
Maybe a popcorn popper?

Call me a sentimentalist or a
throwback, but I think a grill
ought to be pretty basic. That
means it ought to be black, and it
ought to be a little grungy.

Our first grill was something
of a disappointment. The grill
itself was fine — a little hibachi
— but it came in a box labeled
“color television” when we
received it as a wedding present.
Since we had a little seven-inch
black and white set, our hearts
fell when we learned the box was
just being recycled.

Over the years, the hibachi
gave way to a Smoky Joe, another
little tabletop charcoal grill that
we still have somewhere in the
attic of the garage.

Then, back when a discount
store in Portland was going out of
business, we finally bought the
grill of our dreams, a classic
Weber kettle-style with enough
space to cook burgers for the
entire neighborhood.

The discount store is gone, lost
to the annals of local history. But
the grill lives on.

Every few years, yielding to my
wife’s insistence and the fear of
threats from the county board of
health, I replace the grill surface
itself, buying a shiny new chrome
one. But the kettle itself, with the

Back in
the Saddle

Maybe my
hesitation to
replace it with
some whiz-bang
21st century unit
comes from
memories of my
Jather’s grill.

metal dinged here and there, still
serves.

Maybe my hesitation to replace
it with some whiz-bang 21st cen-
tury unit comes from memories
of my father’s grill.

It must have been a gift or
maybe he won it as a prize. I cer-
tainly can’t imagine him buying
it. The thing was fitted out in
brushed aluminum and was the
1950s equivalent of the upscale
“outdoor kitchens” being pushed
on the market today. It bore a logo
with a man wearing a chef’s hat,
something I can’t imagine my
father doing in his life.

It was, in short, an embarrass-
ment, the sort of grill that was so
extravagant it made you feel
guilty if you weren’t cooking on
it. By my best recollection, it was
used maybe three or four times,
then sat on the patio as a silent
reproach.

Not so my old smoker. It may be
ugly, and it may be grungy. And
it’s probably time to buy another
shiny new grill surface just for
the sake of sanitation. But it
works just fine. Now, if you’ll
excuse me, it’s time to flip the
burgers.
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Ribbon cuttings

Jay County Chamber of Commerce recently held ribbon-cutting ceremonies for Mike Wright State Farm Insurance and the Cincinnatus
League’s new Frostee ice cream machine. Mike Wright State Farm Insurance is located at 1216 N. Meridian St., Portland. The Cincinnatus League
sells Frostees at the Jay County Fair and other events at Jay County Fairgrounds.

Photos provided

Klenke receives state award

A local healthcare official
was honored with an award last
week.

The Ohio Hospital Associa-
tion presented Mercer Health
CEO Lisa Klenke with its Lead-
ership Award during its annual
recognition dinner last week in
Columbus, Ohio.

Klenke has worked in health-
care for more than 30 years,
including 20 as Mercer Health’s
chief nursing officer and a
dozen as its CEO. She led the
facility to an America’s Best-in-
State Hospitals designation this
year.

She also served for 16 years
on the Ohio Board of Nursing,
including a term as its presi-
dent.

“Lisa’s leadership has pro-
foundly shaped healthcare in
our community,” said Mercer
Health vice president of devel-
opment marketing and commu-
nications Mindy Kremer in a
press release. “Her dedication
to ensuring quality care and fos-
tering innovation is truly
inspiring.”

Hosting update

Ball State University will host
a community update on Village
revitalization at 6 p.m Wednes-
day, June 4, in the Legacy Room
at Cornerstone Center for the
Arts.

The event will feature an
update from BSU president
Geoffrey S. Mearns. It will
include details about the per-
forming arts center and hotel
scheduled to open in summer
2026, the Center for Innovation
and Collaboration and apart-
ments.

“These community events
have been well attended, and
I'm grateful for the strong inter-
est in this project,” Mearns said
in a press release. “With con-
struction underway on several

Business
roundup

sites, we're real
progress.”

Cornerstone is located at 520
E. Main St., Muncie.

For more information, visit

bsu.edu/thevillage.

seeing

Certification earned

Adams Health  Network
announced last week that it has
completed geriatric nursing
education through the Nurses
Improving Care for Healthsys-
tem Elders.

The program is designed to
help healthcare organizations
improve the care of older
adults. It covers topics such as
helping older patients with falls,
confusion, immobility and med-
ication management.

“This certification reflects
our dedication to clinical excel-
lence and our deep respect for
the elderly members of our com-
munity,” said Chris Butler, chief
nursing officer at Adams Health
Network, in a press release.
“Through NICHE, our nurses
are empowered with advanced
tools, continuous process
improvement and evidence-
based practices that promote
dignity, independence, and qual-
ity of life for older patients.”

Grants awarded

Duke Energy recently made
grants to three local economic
development organizations.

The grants of $5,000 each
went to East Central Indiana
Regional Partnership, Muncie-
Delaware County Economic
Development Alliance and

Grant County Economic
Growth Council.

The grant to the regional part-
nership will go toward creating
a new website and marketing
materials, as well as supporting
attendance at conferences and
sales trips to market and pro-
mote the region and interact
with site consultants. The
alliance will also develop a new
website.

“This program gives our local
economic development partners
the tools they need to showcase
the strengths of their communi-
ties — both at home and on the
national stage,” said Erin
Schneider, managing director of
economic development at Duke
Energy, in a press release. “It’s
just one of the many ways we're
helping influence growth in the
state to build competitive, thriv-
ing communities.”

Seeking nominees

Indiana Chamber of Com-
merce is seeking nominees for
its annual awards.

Awards include the Ogletree
Deakins Business Leader of the
Year, Birch Bayh-Richard Lugar
Government Leader of the Year,
NextEra Energy Resources
Community of the Year and
Yamaha Dynamic Leader of the
Year.

“We’re eager to recognize the
impressive recipients that make
Indiana such a great place —
showcasing its brightest is
always a highlight of our annu-
al awards dinner,” said Vanessa
Green Sinders, Indiana Cham-
ber president and CEO, in a
press release. “There certainly
is no lack of worthy individuals
and communities around the
state so we hope to receive many
nominations for our slate of
awards.”

Nominations can be made at
indianachamber.com/annu

alawards. The deadline is Friday,
June 20.

Teaming up

The Indiana Fever has named
Old National Bank as its official
bank partner.

The partnership will include
the Old National Bank Radio
Network for broadcasting Fever
games, a spotlight in the pro-
gram and other branded prod-
ucts.

“We’re always looking for
ways to support our fans and
local communities, and Old
National Bank shares that same
passion,” said Fever president of
basketball and business opera-
tions Kelly Krauskopf. “They
have not only shown their sup-
port for women’s basketball but
are committed to shining a light
on small businesses that make
Indiana special.”

Old National Bank will also
sponsor fan appreciation night
on Sept. 9.

Hosting drive

First Financial Bank is host-
ing a book drive at various loca-
tions.

The drive will run from May 5
through 31. It is part of an effort
to support financial literacy.

Books can be dropped off at
the following locations:

+112 N. Meridian St., Portland

211 W. Pearl St., Union City

«101 W. Washington St., Hart-
ford City

“In recent years, our book
drives have collected thousands
of volumes to foster improved
financial literacy in our commu-
nities, and we’re proud to contin-
ue this campaign as another way
to help our clients and communi-
ties thrive,” said Roddell McCul-
lough, chief corporate responsi-
bility officer for First Financial
Bank, in a press release.

More than 4,000 books were

collected in Indiana, Ohio, Ken-
tucky and Illinois last year.

Training offered

ServSafe training will be
available at John Jay Center for
Learning in Portland.

The next session is scheduled
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday,
May 20.

An additional session is
scheduled for June 24.

The certification course is
open to all food service employ-
ees and emphasizes safe food-
and beverage-handling prac-
tices to minimize the risk of
food-borne illnesses.

For more information, or to
register, call (260) 729-5525.

Classes available

Indiana Chamber of Com-
merce will host Forklift Safety:
Train the Trainer from 8 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 20.

The event offers in-person and
virtual options and will be held
at the Indiana Chamber Confer-
ence Center in Indianapolis.
Participants will learn about
training staff on forklift opera-
tion.

For more information, or to
register, visit indianacham-
ber.com.

Hosting drive

Menards stores are holding a
pet supplies drive through the
end of May.

Supplies needed include food,
treats, feeders, collars and beds.
Items collected will be donated
to local humane associations.

Donation boxes will be near
the next doors at Menards loca-
tions, including in Muncie,
Richmond and Celina, Ohio.

Does your business have news
to share? Email us at
news@thecr.com to be included in
our weekly business roundup.
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Businesses
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Services

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road
Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390
Fortkampfoam.com

Mon-Fri. « 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins
260-251-0459

All Weather
Heating and Air
Conditioning

Hopkins Repair,

LLC
Auto & light truck repair

Baird Freeman

Funeral Home
221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN
260-726-7171

Dentistry

Portland
260-726-7822

Vormohr Family

1413 W. Votaw St.,

Brigade

You’re safer

(260)726-4822
24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland
& Surrounding Areas

Prevention
Coalition

All Circuit

Electrical, LLC
5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336
www.allcircuitelectrical.com

260-251-3259
Email:

Display Craft Signs
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Jay County Drug

100 N. Meridian St.,
Portland, IN 47371

jedpccontact@gmail.com

with us

1976 W. Tyson Road,
Portland, IN 47371
(260)766-4343
brigade-electronics.com/en-us

Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St.,

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Dunn Family

Dental Care
110 W. North St.

260-726-8007

Portland, IN 47371

Williams
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave.

This local business listing runs

$25, or $50.

4 times a month with packages of either

Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

901 Industrial Dr.

Ft. Recovery, OH
419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Home Idea Center

Portland, IN
8-5:30 Mon-Fri,
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts
since 1951
(260) 726-8001
www.williamsautoparts.com
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Schools scramble to fill vacancies

By ROBBIE SEQUEIRA

Stateline.org

As another school year
ends, superintendents
across the United States are
staring down an autumn
staffing crisis, with 1 in 8
teaching positions either
vacant or filled by an
underqualified educator.

States that are strug-
gling with post-pandemic
teacher shortages have
spent millions to lure
replacements and retain
veterans with hiring
bonuses and bumps in
salaries. But hiring gaps
remain, so some states also
are trying another tactic:
changing their standards.

The changes in teacher
training and licensing
come amid widespread tur-
moil in public schools: Tax
revenue is being siphoned
toward private school
vouchers in many states;
some classrooms are being
scrutinized for banned
books, displays or teaching
lessons that trip into diver-
sity, equity and inclusion
territory; and students who
went through pandemic-
era shutdowns are strug-
gling both with sitting still
and with learning the mate-
rial.

Some surveys show that
fewer than a fifth of teach-
ers are happy in their jobs.

“Teaching is not seen as
an attractive profession
right now,” said Drew Gito-
mer, an expert on teaching
assessment at Rutgers
Graduate School of Educa-

“COVID exacerbated
things, and teachers are
caught in the middle of
political battles — over cur-
riculum, book bans, even
personal attacks,” he said.
“It’s not a healthy work
environment, and that
drives people away.”

Last year, Illinois enact-
ed a law allowing teacher
candidates to begin stu-
dent teaching before pass-
ing content-area exams. It
was an effort to reduce
barriers for underrepre-
sented groups, the mea-
sure’s sponsor said.

A Dbill under considera-
tion this year would give
more districts discretion
over whether to factor
pupils’ test scores into
teacher evaluations, a
break from a 15-year-old
mandate.

In New Jersey, a new
law formally removes the
Praxis Core exam — tradi-
tionally used as an entry-
level screening tool for
aspiring teachers — from
certification require-
ments.

And in Nevada — one of
the states hit hardest by
teacher shortages — a bill
would streamline licen-
sure for incoming educa-
tors. The bill would allow
teachers credentialed in
other states to begin work-
ing in Nevada classrooms
while awaiting formal
approval.

It also would remove
extra steps for teachers
switching grade levels and
would waive application

fees for recent substitute
teachers.

Linda Darling-Ham-
mond, founding president
and chief knowledge offi-
cer of the Learning Policy
Institute, a nonpartisan
think tank, said teacher
shortages hit hardest in
schools serving low-
income students and stu-
dents of color, where insta-
bility often leads to larger
class sizes, canceled cours-
es or a revolving door of
substitute teachers.

“When you walk into a
school facing shortages,
you see instability,” she
said. “Students may be
taught by people who don’t
know what to do, who leave
quickly, and who often rely
more on discipline than
engagement.”

The root cause? Teacher
attrition.

“Nine out of 10 vacan-
cies every year are because
of attrition — and two-
thirds of that is not retire-
ment,” Darling-Hammond
said. “Support in the begin-
ning matters. Teachers
who come in and get a men-
tor stay longer. If you're
just thrown in to sink or
swim, the odds of leaving
are much greater.”

States have long strug-
gled to attract teachers,
and credentialing changes
aren’t unusual. But some
education advocates fear
long-term repercussions.

Melissa Tooley, director
of K-12 educator quality at
the left-leaning think tank
New America, said most

states now offer alternative
and fast-track teacher cer-
tification pathways, many
of which allow candidates
to start teaching with little
or no pedagogical training
in how to teach.

“We're churning
through people who might
have potential, but we'’re
not setting them up for suc-
cess,” she said. “A lot of
what states are doing is
short term. It’s about fill-
ing seats, not necessarily
building a sustainable or
high-quality workforce.”

More than 40 states
require aspiring teachers
to take the costly Praxis
Subject test for the subject
they want to teach, which
some  experts  argue
excludes strong candidates
and duplicates other
assessments.

“You were excluding peo-
ple who might be good
teachers but didn’t do well
on that specific test,” said
Rutgers’ Gitomer, who has
researched the test’s effects
on recruitment.

However, he added, drop-
ping tests doesn’t necessar-
ily help.

Several states — Geor-
gia, New Jersey, New
York, Washington and Wis-
consin— have dropped a
licensure requirement
known as edTPA since
2022, but there’s little evi-
dence the move has helped
ease teacher shortages, Git-
omer said. (The acronym
stands for Educative
Teacher Performance
Assessment and involves a

portfolio that includes test-
ing and videos of class-
room performance.)

“The state eliminated
edTPA but didn’t replace it
with a specific alterna-
tive,” he said.

“Instead, it gave full dis-
cretion back to individual
institutions to develop or
adopt their own perform-
ance assessments,” he said.
“When we talked to institu-
tions, it became pretty
clear they didn’t think
removing edTPA would be
a major driver in address-
ing the shortage — and
they haven’t seen evidence
that it has been.”

Tooley said state creden-
tialing systems must navi-
gate a delicate balance:
ensuring there are enough

teachers, maintaining
instructional quality and
increasing workforce
diversity:.

“There’s this triangle —
three pieces that need to be
in place — and I think
there are real tensions
when it comes to how
states are designing their
certification policies,” she
said.

And Gitomer described a
fragmented national land-
scape, where some states
are tightening teacher
entry standards while oth-
ers are dramatically loos-
ening them — even allow-
ing non-degreed individu-
als to teach.

“Some states are trying
to raise standards; others
are relaxing them to the
point where you may not

even need a
degree,” he said.

Indiana now requires all
pre-K through grade 6 and
special education teachers
to complete 80 hours of
training on the “science of
reading,” a method that
includes phonics, and pass
an exam by 2027. State Sen.
Jean Leising, a Republi-
can, has proposed cutting
the requirement in half,
calling it “an excessive
burden with little actual
benefit” in a news release.

In Texas, a bill aims to
reduce the use of uncerti-
fied teachers by the 2029-30
school year. The legisla-
tion would set a gradual
cap on the percentage of
uncertified teachers dis-
tricts can employ in core
curriculum classes
starting at 20% in 2026-27
and decreasing to 5% in
2029-30.

According to the Texas
Education Agency, 31% of
new hires in 2024-25 lacked
a state teaching certificate
or permit.

Yet some states stand
out for how they’re chang-
ing their requirements,
Tooley said.

She pointed to Washing-
ton, which has designed
a recruitment strategy
encouraging paraprofes-
sionals, often known as
teacher’s aides, to become
classroom teachers. Also
known as paraeducators,
they’re a group with class-
room experience, commu-
nity ties and higher reten-
tion likelihood.
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The Commercial Review
presents

Production of

A NEW MUSICAL

(

(

FREAKY FRIDAY

Music by
Tom Kitt

Based on the novel Freaky Friday by
MARY RODGERS
and the Disney films

Booky by
Bridget Carpenter

Advance tickets:
$10 for students and $12 for adults
Available by visiting bit.ly/JCCTFreakyFriday, by calling (260) 726-4809,
or at Arts Place, 131 E. Walnut St., Portland.

Freaky Fricay

Is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI).
All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.

423 West 55th Street, New York, NY 10019

Phone; 212-541-4684

Fax: 212-397-4684

winw.MTIShows.com

Lyrics by
Brian Yorkey

Shows are 7 p.m. June 5,6 and 7, and 2 p.m. June 8 at Arts Place, 131 E. Walnut St., Portland
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1 KNOW SHE POESN'T
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Maybe it’s a chuckle from
reading a vintage Peanuts
cartoon. Maybe it’s a column
by a member of The CR staff.

But we try to keep our sense
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H Z ACCULEVEL. YOUR JACUZzI BATH ized vehicles, real estate
FOf your own peace Of m'nd Mind over matter foundation repair and Remodel can install a and mobile homes.

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable,

NORTH
4343
YAJI10743
+J6
&54
WEST EAST
Q1097 aK ]
YQ982 ¥YKs5
+10985 *7432
%3 #]10762
SOUTH
AAGS2
Yo
PAKQ
#AKQOS
The bidding:
South  West  North East
| & Pass 4 Pass
24 Pass iy Pass
3NT

Opening lead — ten of diamonds.
Most players find mathematical
probabilities in bridge very dull,
but the fact is that even a superfi-
cial knowledge of the subject will
reap big dividends on many deals.
Assume yow're in three notrump
and West leads a diamond., As soon
as the dummy is tabled, you can
count eight top tricks, and you
don’t have to be an Linstein to real-
ize that your best chance for a ninth

trick lies in clubs.

If you play momma-poppa style
and start by cashing the A-K-Q of
clubs, you will make the contract
whenever the suit divides 3-3 (a
36% chance) or 4-2 (a 48% chance).
In the latter case, you would next
concede a club to assure nine tricks.

On top of this 84% chance, there
18 also the possibility that when you
start leading clubs, the singleton
ten or jack will fall on the first
round (another 5%). If this occurs,
you continue the suit to guarantee
the contract.

But even this §89%) chance can be
mproved an additional 5% by
cashing the ace of clubs, leading &
heart to the ace and returning a
club from dummy. planning to
finesse the eight if East follows low.
This guards against Fast’s holding
the J-10-x-x-x of clubs and 18
needed (o make the contract 1n the
actual deal,

For the mathematically disin-
clined, this safety play makes a lot
of sense even if you know nothing
whatsoever about probabilities.
Nevertheless, it is nice to know at
the outset il only for the sake of
your peace of mind — that the
safety play raised your overall
chance of success to 94%.

Tomorrow: Mind over matter.
12025 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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CRYPTOQUIP

ZBP WR PRK LKOORLD ODHDQ

OVG MXADL VQRKGW AG HBD

VAQ HZDGHP-MRKQ-LDUDG? BD

GDUDQXVGWL.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WRIGLEY PRODUCT
SPECIALLY MANUFACTURED FOR HAIRY,
STINGING BEES TO CHEW ON: BUMBLE-GUM.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: O equals P

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
AAD62
v873
45
BAKEL2
WEST EAST
aK Q05 a]874
Y1962 vQ 104
+7 41943
&0 1074 LR
SOUTH
43
YAKS
$AKQI0862
#53
The bidding:
South  West  North East
1¢ Pass 2 Pass
3¢ Pass RE ) Pass
4NT  Pass 5% Pass
SNT Pass 64

Opening lead — king of spades,

Bridge is not as tough a game as
it may sometimes scem — il you
put your mind to it. If' you den't,
well, you might occasionally have
to pay the consequences.

Assume you get to six diamonds
and West leads the king of spades.
How would you play the hand?

At first glance, there seems to be
nothing to the play. So, without
piving the matter much thought,
you might win the king of spades
with the ace and start to draw

trump by playing the A-K.

Unfortunately, West shows out on
the second trump, and eventually
you go down one, losing a heart
trick and a trump trick, You might
easily conclude that the reason the
slam failed was because you ran
intoa4-1 trump division. In a sense
this is true — the odds were about
3-to-1 against either opponent
holding the J-x-x-x of trump —
but., even so, you should have made
the slam.

To make the contract, you must
have the presence of mind to ruff a
spade at trick two. The reason you
do this is that it might help you
overcome a 4-1 trump division if
vou happen to run into one. Now
when you play the A-K of trump
and discover that East started with
the J-9-4-3, vou have an excellent
chance to get home safely.

All you have to do is to continue
to shorten your trump holding.
Accordingly, you cash the A-K of
hearts, lead a club to the king. ruff
a spade, then lead a club to the ace
and ruff another spade.

You are now down to three cards

the five of hearts and Q-10 of
trump — and it’s ¢lear sailing from
here on. You lead the heart five, not
caring which defender wins the
trick, since you're sure to win the
last two (ricks with the Q-10 of
trump.

Tomorrow: Case of the telltale deuce.
22025 King Features Syadicate Tnc.
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CRYPTOQUIP

QW CNIMX PSC GJFAKZO S

GLOX CSFX JZ

NGX AKCEFSKQXM

AMSDXC,

MXCNMKENKIJZC SDDFW.”

Yesterday’s

Cryptoquip:
SUPPOSE PETER PAN FLIES AROUND IN THE

WHY DO YOU

AIR TWENTY-FOUR-SEVEN? HE NEVERLANDS.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals H

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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basement waterproofing
experts. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or
concrete slab we Il guide
you on the right path to a
healthy home. Act now!
Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free
consultation. 1-877-229-
0197

ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $300.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.

BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution.

CALL FOR Your Free
Author's Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/hoosier

CALL LEAFGUARD
and say goodbye to gut-
ter cleaning for good. No
cleaning. No leaking. No
water damage. No more
ladder accidents. Get
LeafGuard today and be
protected for life. FREE
estimate. Financing
available. 20% off total
purchase (Restrictions
may apply.) Call 1-866-
641-9158

CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no
hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and
text, starting at just
$20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-
572-5165

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-
844-244-7025 www.den-
tal50plus.com/hoosier
#6258

DIRECTV- All  your
entertainment. Nothing
on your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first
three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice
package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931

DO YOU know what s in
your water? Leaf Home
Water Solutions offers
FREE water testing and
whole home water treat-
ment systems that can
be installed in as little
one day. 15% off your
entire purchase. Plus
10% senior & military
discounts. Restrictions
apply. Schedule vyour
FREE test today. Call 1-
855-966-4836

DONATE YOUR car,
truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-877-414-
2352 today!
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1 Swedish scene 1 Airline to 24 Brainy 1 Animation  pered 1 Taxis with violet
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Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,

Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Auts Sales & Senice, Tne.
Highway 67 W,

Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

Wendel's

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning
‘.\-‘ Von Schrader Dry
& Foam Cleaning

§ QY
¥ "\ For Quick Drying,

. Residential &
Green Seal® # Commercial
Approved

Donna Wendel
Cell: 260-251-1077

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

Bricker s [Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC

¢ Life » Health
Employee Benefits
* Dental ¢ Vision
* Medicare
Supplements ¢
Annuities

MAET FRANKS

your ometown agent
(260) 729-5200

111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

ELIMINATE GUTTER
cleaning forever! LeafFil-
ter, the most advanced
debris-blocking  gutter
protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior
& Military Discounts. Call
1-877-361-4260

FREEDOMCARE. LET
your loved ones care for
you and get paid! Paid by
Medicaid. Choose family
or friends as your paid
caregiver. Check your
eligibility today! Call
FreedomCare now! 1-
844-563-4012

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR
HIP REPLACE and suf-
fered an infection
between 2020 and the
present time, you may be
entitled to compensation.
Call Attorney Charles H.
Johnson 1-800-535-
5727

new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one
day. For a limited time,
waiving ALL installation
costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-
866-937-1159

NEW WINDOWS from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer - zero
down, zero payments,
zero interest for TWO
years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE!
Offer is valid for select
models. Labor not includ-
ed. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725

PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271

PREPARE FOR power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-866-
953-2203 today to
schedule a free quote. It
s not just a generator. It s
a power move.

PREPARE FOR power
outages with Briggs &
Stratton
PowerProtect(TM)
standby generators - the
most powerful home
standby generators
available. Industry-lead-
ing comprehensive war-
ranty - 7 years ($849
value.) Proudly made in
the U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-877-798-
0270.

REPLACE YOUR roof
with the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer
up to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off
install (for military, health
workers & 1st respon-
ders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-866-781-6023

SAFE STEP. North
America s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and
service. Now featuring
our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-855-743-
1911

SUNSETTER. AMERI-
CA s Number One
Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or
patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year lim-
ited warranty. Call now
and SAVE $350 today! 1-
855-801-2797

WE BUY Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-
855-655-7718

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes
Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquE,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

E & M BLACKSMITH
SHOP
14th Annual
Consignment Auction
Saturday, June 7, 2025
8:30 a.m.
2404 W 350 S, Berne,
IN
Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness; Carts;
New Tack; Saddles;
Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage
Grinder/Stuffers;
New/Used Furniture;
Washing Machines; Hay,
Straw, Firewood.
Accepting consignments
every evening that week
from 4pm-8pm and all
day
Thursday, June 5th/Fri-
day, June 6th from 7am-
8pm.

Call 260-589-2743
Leave message to con-
sign horses.
Auctioneers
John P. Troyer
AU10900141
Also with J. S. Auctions
AU10700049

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Under cover in
the Industrial Building at

the Jay County Fair-
grounds, 806 W Votaw
St., Portland, IN
Saturday Morning
MAY 31st, 2025
9:30 A. M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS - TOOLS
Amana washer & dryer;

Amana French door

refrigerator; GE stove;

Kenmore chest type

freezer; mobile cart;
Hoover Power Dash car-

pet cleaner; 1960is
VINTAGE LOS ANGE-
LES DODGERS BOB-

BLE HEAD; paper-
weights; glass animals;
GLASS BASKETS: Car-
nival, Yellow, Blue, Pink

and Clear;
Carnival Glass; jewelry;
Mickey Mouse bank; #6
crock with handles; mar-
bles; Wagner skillet;

Barbies; primitives;

wood planes; ; cast alu-
minum yard furniture;
cement bird bath; lawn
chairs; fishing items; ;
power washer; cement
figures; fence; lawn
ornaments; tomato
cages; and other items
not listed.
JERELDENE FULLER,
DECEASED
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

N Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com
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Rewritten ...

Continued from page 10

All of her times were
district records as she
easily obliterated more
than decade-old marks of
12.35 in the 100 dash and
25.44 in the 200 dash, both
of which were previously
held by Gretchen Walter
of Lehman Catholic. The
previous 400 dash record
was set in 2018 at 56.93 by
Covington’s Rayna
Horner.

Roessner set the new
records by 0.39 seconds,
1.26 seconds and 0.52 sec-
onds, respectively, despite
having no one at her
heels.

“It’s a huge mental
game,” she said. “Just
with track in general it’s
super mental. I always
just envision someone
right behind me, pushing
me along. I really don’t
know where anybody is
behind me. They could be
a step. They could be 10
feet.”

Isaac Roessner, Anna’s
sophomore brother, pro-
vided the surprise of the
day for the Indians as he
ran a career-best time to
earn a regional berth as
well.

Seeded eighth in the 300
hurdles following Tues-
day’s preliminaries, he
said he saw opportunity
when No. 4 seed Aaron
Bruner of Tri-Village and
No. 6 seed Colt Barnes of
Tri-County North did not
come to the start line for
the finals.

The regional swung
open even more when No.
2 seed Day’Lynn Garrett

lr‘

(o]

Ross Chastain, driver of the #1 Jockey x Folds of Honor Chevrolet, celebrates in
victory lane after winning the NASCAR Cup Series Coca-Cola 600 at Charlotte Motor Speedway

of Covington fell while
going over a hurdle on
the curve. Garrett may
have been able to get back
into the top four but
clipped every hurdle the
rest of the way. Roessner
said he didn’t know for
sure where he stood com-
ing down the stretch, but
just focused on trying to
hold his position.

He finished in 41.88 sec-
onds, nearly two seconds
faster than his prelimi-
nary time from just four
days earlier.

“My first hurdle wasn’t
very good, but my second,
third and fourth, I was
feeling good,” said Roess-
ner, who was also the dis-
trict runner-up in the
long jump on Tuesday at
19 feet, 11 3/4 inches. “So,
I was like, all right, I have
a real opportunity here.
So I just wanted to go cap-
ture it.”

The Indians’ other
regional berths Saturday
came in the throwing
events, where Karlie
Niekamp finished fourth
in the girls discus and
Carson Fullenkamp was
fourth in the boys shot
put.

Niekamp was in danger
of not even making the
top nine to advance to
Saturday’s finals as her
first toss came in under
100 feet and her second
was a foul. But she found
her groove on throw No.
3, sending it 117 feet, 4
inches, to move her from
10th to second.

“I’ve done it before,”
said Niekamp. “I do it

every day in practice. So
it was really hit my
marks and stay smooth in
the ring and trusting
myself that I can do
that.”

That toss stood through
the finals as her best of
the day for fourth place
just 2 inches behind Alex-
is Moody of Ansonia and
3 inches behind Madison
Snider of Fort Loramie.
Arcanum’s Faith Wooten
won solidly at 125 feet, 6
inches.

Fullenkamp had no
issue reaching the finals
as his first toss of 45 feet,
6 inches, safely put him
amongst the best in the
field but was in danger of
not advancing to the
regional as he sat fifth
heading into his final
attempt. He did just
enough, matching the 45
feet, 9 1/2 inches, from
Paul Hickey of Dixie and
claiming the final region-
al spot thanks to the
tiebreaker.

“Carson Fullenkamp
pulling out a fourth-place
finish, we thought he
could do that but we knew
it was going to be really
tight,” said Diller. “So
that was really cool.”

The junior broke
through to the regional
after coming up one spot
short with a fifth-place
finish in the discus on
Tuesday.

Madison Heitkamp nar-
rowly missed a regional
berth in the 100 hurdles,
finishing fifth as Dixie’s
Maddison Caldwell edged
her at the finish line.
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on Sunday, May 25, 2025, in Concord, North Carolina.

Sports on tap

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Carson Fullenkamp gets fully extended during one of his attempts

in the finals of the shot put during Saturday’s district meet at Piqua. He came
up big on his final throw, matching Paul Hickey of Dixie at 45 feet, 9 1/2
inches. He took fourth place on the tiebreaker to earn the final regional berth

in the event.

Backup ...

Continued from page 10

Chastain became the first driv-
er since Richard Petty in 1971 at
Richmond to win a Cup Series
race after starting in last place.
Bobby Allison also pulled off a
victory from the back of the field
at Richmond in 1969, and Dick
Rathmann won one of three races
NASCAR ran at the Oakland Sta-
dium half-‘mile dirt track in 1954.

“There’s no boring win,”
Marks said. “It’s just really a pow-
erful testament to everybody who
works for the team and chipped in
this weekend, chipped in last
night, ordered the pizza, stayed
up until two o’clock in the morn-
ing before the sun came up to but-
ton up the car and everything.

“They’ve been working basical-
ly 48 hours straight. They're on
their way home right now, and
they’'re gonna lay their head on a
pillow and get to the shop at 8 a.m.
(Monday), some will be there at
6.”

Team members slept less
than three hours
Roughly 30 people came to the
shop around 8:30 p.m. Saturday.
There were still about 10 team

members at the shop in the wee
hours of Sunday morning. After
crew members were working late,
several returned by 5:30 a.m.
Crew chief Phil Surgen said he
got two-and-a-half hours of sleep.

It normally takes about three
or four weeks — working from
6:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday — to build a chas-
sis. The car had been fully assem-
bled, as the team was planning on
using it as the backup car for next
week’s race at Nashville.

“Pretty deflating midday on
Saturday,” Surgen said. “This
group of guys I've got is relent-
less, and there was no question
that everybody was going to give
every bit of effort they had. ... All
the road crew that was at the
track was there. We had engine
support from (Earnhardt Chil-
dress Racing). We had shop guys
who were at concerts and ball
games and everything that just
dropped what they were doing
and came to the shop.

“A couple of hours of sleep, and
back at it in the morning. And we
worked all the way up until we
had to reinspect (Sunday) at 2
pm.”

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Baseball sectional
opener vs. New Castle at Yorktown —
7:30 p.m;

Fort Recovery — Softball regional
semifinal vs. Tri-Village at Bellefontaine —
2 p.m; Track regional prelims at Troy — 4
p.m; Baseball district semifinal vs. Twin
Valley South - 5 p.m

Thursday
Jay County — Boys golf at Adams
Central — 4:30 p.m; Boys track regional

at Carroll — 6 p.m; Junior high baseball
vs. Eastbrook — 5 p.m

TV schedule

Today

6 a.m. — French Open tennis (TNT)

2:30 p.m. — French Open tennis
(TNT)

7:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at
Kansas City Royals (FDSN Indiana)

8 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Florida Pan-
thers at Carolina Hurricanes (TNT)

8 p.m. — MLS: Columbus Crew at
Nashville SC (FS1)

8:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Minneso-

ta Timberwolves at Oklahoma City Thun-
der (ESPN)

10 p.m. — MLS: Los Angeles Galaxy
at San Jose Earthquakes (FS1)

10 p.m. — USL Cup soccer: Mon-
terey Bay at Spokane Velocity (FOX)

Thursday

6 a.m. — French Open tennis (TNT)

12 p.m. — NCAA softball tourna-
ment: Texas vs. Florida (ESPN)

12 p.m. — LPGA Tour: U.S. Women'’s
Open (USA)

2 p.m. — French Open tennis (TNT)

2:30 p.m. — NCAA softball tourna-

ment: Tennessee vs. Oklahoma (ESPN)
7 p.m. — NCAA softball tournament:
Ole Miss vs. Texas Tech (ESPN2)

8 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Indiana Pac-

ers at New York Knicks (TNT)

8 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Edmonton Oil-

ers at Dallas Stars (ESPN)

9:30 p.m. — NCAA softball tourna-

ment: Oregon vs. UCLA (ESPN2)
9:40 p.m. — MLB: Washington
Nationals at Seattle Mariners (FS1)

Local notes

Challenge continues
The Adams County Challenge contin-

ues with a pair of races in June.

The first will be held on June 7, as the
Youth for Christ 5K starts at the Ceylon
Covered Bridge outside of Geneva at 8:30
a.m. Regjstration is $20.

The Fitness Delivered Charity 5K and
Fun Run will be held on June 21 at 8:30
a.m. The race will begin at Fitness Deliv-
ered located at 141 N. First St. in Decatur.
Registration will cost $20 and includes a t-
shirt if done by June 1. The Fun Run is free
for anyone 12 and younger.

Registration forms for both races can
be found at www.adamscounty5kchal-
lenge.com.

Registration open

Registration for the 35th annual Flat
50 Plus bicycle ride in Adams County is
now open. To register, Vvisit
RunSignUp.com.

There are rides ranging from 20 to
100 miles long.

The event will be held at 7 a.m. Sat-
urday, June 21. It will start at Bellmont
High School and will have stops in Will-
shire, Geneva and Monroe with refresh-
ments.

To have an event listed in “Sports on
tap”, email details to sports@thecr.com

90 SALE CALENDAR

90 SALE CALENDAR

90 SALE CALENDAR

90 SALE CALENDAR

130 MISC. FOR SALE

200 FOR RENT

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday JUNE 14th,
2025
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 1207 N SR
167 DUNKIRK, IN
REAL ESTATE
Real Estate sells at
10:00 AM.

2 bedroom home with
Central Air, 30ix40i
attached garage,
24ix32i Quonset build-
ing. Nicely situated on 2
acres.

Open House: Sunday
June 1st
1-3 PM or for private
showing phone auction-
eers.

RIDING MOWERS -
ANTIQUES - HOUSE-
HOLD

Troybilt Riding Mower
w/ 42’ Deck. Troybilt and
Murray Mowers for
parts. Iron Bed. Steamer
Trunk. Hen on Nest and
other collectible Glass-
ware. Roll-top Desk.
Bird Cages. Elvis Pic-

ture. Fishing Poles and
Supplies. Generator.
Shop Mate. Large
Chicken Feeder. Several
Iltems Not Mentioned.
OWNER: Mary L Shory
Estate by Crystal R
Suman and Michael
Dahlestrom
Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY JUNE 7TH,
2025
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 127 Rayburn
Dr, Portland IN.
REAL ESTATE

Real Estate sells at
10:00 AM.

3 bedroom, 1.5 bath
brick ranch style home
containing 1,328 sq ft

finished living area. Cen-
tral Air, Sun room, 2 car
attached garage.
Detached garage/ shop
building. Home has
been well maintained.
Open House:
Sunday May 25th from
1-3 PM or for private
showing phone Auction-
eers.
VEHICLE - FURNITURE
- SHOP
2003 Chevrolet Venture
Minivan. Cast Iron Bull-
dog.

Grandfather Clock. 8

Track Stereo/ Record
Player. Glider Rocker w/

Ottoman. 3 Cushion
Sofa. Rocker Recliner.

Metal Patio Set. Bird

Bath. Lawn Cart. Crafts-
man 107 Table Saw.

Craftsman Router w/

Stand. Craftsman Scroll

Saw. Craftsman
Grinder/Sander. Shop,
Hand, and Lawn and
Garden Tools.
OWNER: Rose Fennig
Estate,
by Dale W Fennig
Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling.  260-849-
2489.

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review Tues-
day thru Friday 10am to
4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The Com-
mercial Review at 260-
726-8141 for more infor-
mation.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x30",.007 thick. Clean
and shiny on one side..35

cents each or four for
$1.40, plus tax. The Com-

mercial Review, 309 W

Main, Portland 260-726-
8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical. New
Holland 228 skid loaders
w/full cab, heat/ac. Fort
Recovery 419-852-0309

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing,  ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumis Salvage

THE CLASSFIEDS
Find it Buy It
Sell It!
(260) 726-8141

Public Notice

State of Indiana
County of Jay
IN The Jay Circuit Court
Case No. 38C01-2505-MI-11
In RE the name change of
minor:
Ashton Castillo,
Name of Minor
Tiana Gaucin, Petitioner
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Notice is hereby given that
Petitioner, Tiana Gaucin, as a
self-represented litigant, filed
a Verified Petition for Change
of Name on May 2, 2025 to
change the name of Ashton
Brandon Castillo to Ashton
Brandon Gaucin.
The Petition is schedule for
hearing in the Circuit Court
on June 26, 2025 at 8:30 am,
which is more than thirty (30)
days after the third notice of
publication. Any person has
the right to appear at the
hearing and to file written ob-
jections on or before the hear-
ing date.
May 5, 2025
Melissa Elliott, Clerk
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Tribe beat up on FLHS in
regular season finale,
see roundup below

Page 10
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www.thecr.com

Records rewrit

Jay, Fort Recovery baseball
opens up postseason today,

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review

Fort Recovery High School senior Anna Roessner runs well ahead of the field in the 400-meter dash during Saturday’s Division Ill district meet at
Pigqua. She won the 100 dash, 200 dash and 400 dash, all in district record times. Her 200 dash time also broke her own school record.

Anna Roessner ran her own race in the sprints at the district meet;
Fullenkamp, Niekamp and Isaac Roessner also advanced to regional

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

PIQUA, Ohio — There were
two races in the individual girls
sprint events Saturday.

One featured the fastest Patri-
ots, Jets, Panthers, Tigers,
Pirates and others.

In the other, Anna Roessner
had just two opponents — her-
self and the record book.

The Fort Recovery High
School senior won three cham-
pionships during the Division
III girls track district at Piqua,
setting meet records in all of
them to lead the Indian girls to a

fifth-place finish among 19 scor-

ing teams.
“Honestly, I'm just super
thankful,” said Roessner

moments after her 200-meter
dash win. “Very, very thankful. I
kind of just went into today
with no expectations, kind of
just having the mentality of just
having fun and seeing what
came out with it. It’s a beautiful
day, so I'm just very thankful.”
Joining her at the regional
meet — it is being contested
tonight and Friday at Troy
— will be her brother Isaac, Kar-
lie Niekamp and Carson Ful-
lenkamp. (The top four athletes

in each event earned regional
berths.)

Roessner’s effort accounted
for most of the points for the
Tribe girls to finish behind
champion Fort Loramie (162),
Versailles (110), Ansonia (68)
and Russia (46).

“She did not need to do any of
that today,” said FRHS coach
Christy Diller. “But she sets
very high standards for herself.
She wants to get records.

“She’s very capable, but even
us, we watch her, we’re just like,
‘Wow, what did she just do?’ It’s
pretty fun.”

Fort Recovery's boys tallied 24

points for 13th out of 17 scoring
squads. Ansonia won the title
with 108.

As it turned out, even the dis-
trict record book was no match
for Anna Roessner.

She set the tone in her first
race of the day, crossing the fin-
ish line nearly 10 meters ahead
of everyone else as she won in
11.96 seconds. She was more
than a second faster than run-
ner-up Adalynn Hines (12.98) of
Tri-Village while no one else
broke the 13-second mark.

It was more of the same in the
other two sprints, as Roessner
made up the stagger on before

leaving the first curve of the 400
dash and spent the rest of the
race running away from the
field. She posted her biggest win
of the day proportionally, beat-
ing Newton Local’s Cole Thomp-
son by 4.22 seconds. She finished
in 56.41 seconds as the only ath-
lete in the race to break the 1-
minute mark.

She erased the stagger on the
curve again in the 200 dash, win-
ning by 1.65 seconds over run-
ner-up Taylor Schmitmeyer of
Fort Loramie in 24.18. (She
broke her own school record of
24.34.)

See Rewritten page 9

Portland’s Largest Selection of

FRESH CUT

/  HthEg,
- tnaadition -

While supplies last, no rain checks

Fisher Gift Cards available for purchase! They can be used
at either Portiand or Muncie locations and never expire.

Quarterloin Peppercorn
Pork Chops Flat Irons
(sold of sheets of 6) s 9 glbg

$ b e000c0c0cccccccccccccoed

0000000000000 0000000 Boneless

Pork Arm
Steaks $31m9

Country Style

Sausage
Macaroni Salad

s 2 glbg $3.39

From Fisher’s Smokehouse

Mini Colby
$5.99/1b

Bologna ............. . ... $3.99/Ib
HamSalad .......... ... ... . .. .. .. . .. $4.99/1b
ChiliCheese HotDOGS . ...........c.iinnnn. .. $4.69/pkg
HotDogs ........... . . . . . $3.69/pkg

“while supplies last, no rain checks, sale prices reflected at the register

300 W. Walnut St., Portland, IN

(260) 726-7355
Monday - Friday 8 am-5 pm e Saturday 8 am-1 pm e Closed Sunday

Call your order in today!

Freezer bundles are also available. They offer the perfect mix of our most
popular cuts of meat in quantities small enough to not crowd your freezer

or cramp your budget.
Save time and energy with call ahead ordering and have your order ready
to go when you arrive.

www.fishermeats.com

Tribe wins finale 9-2

FORT LORAMIE, Ohio
— A seven-run burst and
strong pitching was all it
took for the Tribe to win
the final game of the regu-
lar season.

The Fort Recovery High
School Dbaseball team
picked up a 9-2 victory
over Fort Loramie in the
regular season finale on

Monday.
The Tribe (16-8) put
together seven runs

between the second and
third innings to jump
ahead. The first two Indi-
ans came around to score
during the third inning on
a triple by Colson Post and
a final run crossed on an
error.

In the fourth frame, a
single and a walk allowed
Caden Homan to push a
run across home with a
sacrifice fly to right field.
Two more Indians drew
walks before back-to-back
singles from Reece Wendel
and Mason Diller drove
runs in.

Fort Recovery tacked on
some extra insurance in

Baseball
Roundup

the fourth on a Homan sin-
gle and the seventh with a
Luke Fortkamp line drive.
Homan earned the win
on the bump for FRHS
after tossing four innings.
He gave up one earned run
on six hits and one walk.
Jonas Foote finished off
the game by pitching three
scoreless frames.

Jay swept

RUSSIAVILLE — Jay
County’s baseball team
dropped a pair of games to
the Class 3A No. 8 Western
Panthers by a combined
three runs in an added
doubleheader on Saturday
that closed out the regular
season.

The Patriots (10-14)
developed a lead in the first
game but fell 4-3. JCHS put

up a pair of runs in the
first inning on a single by
Aiden Phillips and added a
third in the second on a
Carter Fugiett groundout.

Western (23-4) managed
to score a pair of runs in
the same time frame by
playing small ball. The
first Panther drew a walk
on Zedrian Vazquez before
another laid down a sacri-
fice bunt. A single by Ryan
Rodman and a Gavin Den-
ton groundout pushed the
runs home.

WHS scored two more
runs off Vazquez in the
fourth inning on a single
and a bases-loaded walk.

JCHS only mustered up
one hit in the 2-0 loss in
game No. 2. Fugiett deliv-
ered the sole hit in the
sixth. Jay County had
baserunners in five of the
seven innings, but only
reached scoring position
once.

Joe Geesaman suffered
the loss after surrendering
one run on two hits and
three walks over four
innings.

How Ross Chastain
won Coca-Cola 600
with a backup car

the shop until about 2:30 a.m. ET Sunday
morning working on it, and some were
right back there within less than three

By SHANE CONNUCK
The Charlotte Observer
Tribune News Service

CONCORD, N.C. — Trackhouse Racing
has captured NASCAR Cup Series wins on

various stages.

Long before Ross Chastain became the
first driver in 54 years to win a Cup Series
race from the tail of the field at the Coca-
Cola 600, Shane Van Gisbergen captured
the inaugural Chicago Street Race in his
debut, and Daniel Suarez got the best of
the infamous three-wide photo finish at

Atlanta.

hours.

“You saw us crash,” Chastain said.

“They were up till 2:30; I left at 10 (p.m. Sat-

urday). They stayed there long after I was
gone, they’re back at 5:30 (a.m. Sunday).
We built another car, and we put ourselves
in like we just slowly worked our way. It
took all 600 miles.

“If T’ ve got a 400-mile race here, we don’t
get there. We're not in contention. It took

the whole time.”

Sunday night’s Coke 600 victory, howev-

er, may be Trackhouse’s most hard-fought

one yet.

Chastain crashed during Saturday’s
practice session, and the No. 1 team went
to its backup car. Crew members were at

straight’

‘Working basically 48 hours

Team owner Justin Marks could sense
how much Sunday’s win meant right away:
See Backup page 9



