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 as 88 large operations

Council member
David Himes was absent
from the meeting, and
town council president
Champ explained that
Himes had submitted a
letter of  resignation,
effective immediately.

Champ said he called
Himes, a Republican,

before Thursday’s meet-
ing, but Himes said he
would not change his
mind about resigning,
citing personal and fam-
ily reasons.

Local Republican offi-
cials will caucus to
select a replacement for
Himes.

Himes quits council

Jay County High School
will hold its graduation cere-
mony for the Class of  2025 —
its 50th graduating class — at 2
p.m. Sunday.

Tuesday — Jay County
Civic Theatre is preparing to
put “Freaky Friday” on stage.

Wednesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Jay School Board
meeting.

Thursday — Results from
Fort Recovery’s baseball region-
al semifinal game.

In review Coming up

Theresa Linn, 75, Celina,
Ohio

Karen Friar, 80, rural
Hartford City

Details on page 2.

Deaths
Jay County had a high tem-

perature of  75 degrees Friday.
Today’s forecast calls for a

high of  70 today under mostly
sunny skies. Expect similar
conditions Sunday. Tempera-
tures are slated to climb into
the 80s Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Weather

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A Portland woman serv-
ing more than five decades
in prison for murder was
denied post-conviction
relief  this week.

Jay Circuit Court Judge
Brian Hutchison denied
the request from Esther J.
Stephen, 34, who alleged
various violations of  Con-
stitutional rights during
her questioning and trial
for the Jan. 12, 2020, mur-
der of  31-year-old Shea
Briar.

Stephen was sentenced
in May 2021 to 55 years in
prison for the murder. She
was found guilty by a Jay
Circuit Court jury follow-
ing a five-day trial.

Shelby Hiestand of  Port-
land and Hannah Knapke
of  Fort Recovery were also
charged with involvement
in the crime. Hiestand is
also serving a 55-year sen-
tence for murder, having
been found guilty in
August 2021, and Knapke
pleaded to voluntary
manslaughter, receiving a
17.5-year prison sentence.

Stephen, who shared a
child with Briar, filed a
petition for post-conviction
relief  in February 2022 in
which she alleged she was
denied her Constitutional
rights because of  ineffi-
cient trial counsel assis-
tance and other issues.

Stephen’s attorney, Jill
Gonzalez, died in April
2021 prior to her sentenc-
ing. Jay County chief  pub-
lic defender Brandon Mur-
phy represented Stephen
at her sentencing and on
direct appeal. Murphy filed
Stephen’s initial appeal in
August 2021, arguing the
evidence was insufficient,
challenging a jury instruc-
tion and questioning
whether the sentence was
appropriate, according to
court documents.

Jay Circuit Court held
an evidentiary hearing
earlier this month. Accord-
ing to court documents
filed in connection with
the case, Stephen argued
Gonzalez should have filed
a motion to suppress or
objected to statements she
made in her interviews
with law enforcement. 

See Denies page 2

Stephen
alleged

violations
of her rights

Court 
denies
relief
request Indians

advance
Friday was a big night for

Fort Recovery High School
athletics as the baseball
team repeated as the district
champion while senior Anna
Roessner won three
championships during the
Division III regional track
meet at Troy.

Pictured at left, Gavin
Evers, Caden Homan and the
rest of the Fort Recovery High
School baseball team begin
to mob Colson Post (helmet)
after he delivered the walk-off
double that claimed the
OHSAA Division VI Southwest
3 District title in the ninth
inning at Houston. The win
advances the Tribe to
Tuesday’s regional semifinal. 

Below, Roessner receives
her third medal of the
evening from FRHS assistant
coach Kierra Wendel. She
was dominant again, going
essentially unchallenged in
her victories in the 100-meter
dash, 200 dash and 400
dash. She will run in the
state finals beginning Friday.

For more on the game
and the meet, see page 10.

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Tippecanoe County resident
Pamela Frazee just wants to
know if  her messages went
through.

Phone calls to Indiana’s Office
of  the Public Access Counselor
(PAC) route directly to a voice-
mail box and aren’t returned.
Emails — including allegations
of  public access law violations
that the office weighs in on — go
unacknowledged. No opinions
from this year are online.

Frustrated Hoosiers report the

office has gone mum after a lead-
ership shake-up.

“It’s not been a good transition
at all if  you don’t even have peo-
ple who can answer the phones,”
said Frazee, who sought confir-

mation that her time-sensitive
complaints were received.

Former PAC Luke Britt, who
ran the office for about 12 years
under previous Govs. Mike Pence
and Eric Holcomb, announced

plans to resign mid-February,
WFYI reported. In late March,
new Gov. Mike Braun named
Indianapolis attorney Jennifer
Ruby as the successor. The office
has one other employee, Kyra
Helming, listed in the state’s
transparency portal.

Britt, the state’s longest-serv-
ing PAC, pointed to an “over-
whelming” workload in a niche
area of  law.

“I don’t envy what she’s having
to deal with right now at all,” he
said. “It’s not my place to give her
the benefit of  the doubt. But I cer-
tainly do.”

Braun’s administration,
meanwhile, pinned blame on
him.

“When Gov. Braun’s public
access counselor appointment
began in March, she inherited
dozens of  cases from 2024 that
were not finalized,” Governor’s
Office spokesman Griffin Reid
said. “With that backlog success-
fully addressed, she is focusing
her efforts on the 2025 cases and
the statutory responsibilities of
the office. Gov. Braun is fully
committed to transparency at all
levels.”

See Quiet page 2

Access counselor’s office has gone quiet

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Calls, emails are being ignored
following change in leadership

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney



Continued from page 1
The Capital Chronicle

requested comment from
Ruby May 9 and in the past
week, but didn’t receive a
response from her. No one
answered the office door
when reporters showed up.

The PAC provides guid-
ance on state public
records and open meeting
laws. The officeholder
responds to informal
inquiries on the laws,
issues non-binding adviso-
ry opinions and educates
officials and Hoosiers on
their rights and responsi-
bilities, according to
the website.

The Indiana General
Assembly created the office
in 1999.

For Frazee, who filed two
formal complaints mid-
May and hasn’t heard back,
the “PAC clock is ticking.”

Formal complaints must
be filed with the office
within 30 days of  either an
agency’s denial of  records
access or notice of  an
improperly held meeting.
A complaint is considered
filed on the date it is
received, according to the
office’s public access
law handbook. Once a com-
plaint is accepted, the PAC
notifies the alleged offend-
ing agency and gives it 20
business days to respond.

“Do I need to resend it?
Did you assign it? Did you
toss it?” Frazee worried.

She said a confirmation
that a filing has been
received — “always” sent
during Britt’s tenure —
would provide reassurance
“that I have submitted the
PAC complaint in a timely
fashion, where I don’t have
to worry about it being
tossed.”

Keeping up with demand
proved a challenge, per
Britt.

The workload grew
annually, “sometimes by an
exponential amount.” And
“volume-wise, it was even
overwhelming for me at
times, just trying to keep it
all straight, be responsive,”
he recalled.

He said “constituent

relations” — responding to
Hoosier queries — was his
top priority and became
most of  his workday.

An influx of  50-100 calls
and emails were coming in
daily by the time he left,
Britt estimated. He
described a “benchmark”
for getting messages
answered within 24 busi-
ness hours.

“If  I had time, or I would
take work home in the
evenings, to actually write
opinions,” he continued.
Legislation that went into
effect last July “de-empha-
sized opinions even more,
so I would try to resolve
those conflicts informally
as much as I could.”

House Enrolled Act
1338 limited the PAC to
using only the law’s “plain
text” — despite statutory
ambiguities — and official
court orders in writing
opinions. Also, the gover-
nor can now remove a PAC
at any time, instead of  “for
cause.”

Britt still wrote opinions,
though — and imposed a
benchmark for them, too.

The goal was to have all
of  of  the the previous
year’s opinions done before
the first quarter of  the next
year ended.
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Theresa Linn
June 30, 1949-May 29, 2025

Theresa Rose Linn, age 75, of
Celina, Ohio, passed away at
3:15 a.m. on Thursday, May 29,
2025, at her home.

She was born on June 30, 1949,
to the late Harold and Loretta
Welsch.

Theresa married Terry Linn
on Oct. 7, 1972. Their 52 years of
marriage has shown a special
devotion and deep love wit-
nessed by their three children,
Ron Linn (Amy), David Linn
(Deanna), and Krista Muh-

lenkamp (Troy)
as well as nine
grandchildren,
John, Rose,
Emma, Sidney,
Shelby, Chase,
Peter, Jake
(deceased) and
Daisy.

Along with
being a wonderful wife, mother,
grandmother, sister, aunt and
friend, she was a true teacher
both in and out of  the class-
room. Theresa taught all who
knew her the true meaning of
friendship, kindness in all cir-

cumstances and doing big and
small things with great love. She
had a quiet strength and a spe-
cial smile that was admired by
all. She shared her faith, she
shared her home and she shared
her love, especially to her nine
grandchildren of  whom she was
most proud and loved deeply.

A Mass of  Christian Burial
will be held at 11 a.m. on Tues-
day, June 3, 2025, at Holy Trinity
Catholic Church, Bryant, Indi-
ana with Fr. Peter Logsdon cele-
brating. Burial will follow in the
church cemetery.

Per Theresa’s request there

will be no public visitation
prior to the service.

Memorial contributions may
be given to Everheart Hospice
or the Jake Muhlenkamp
Endowment Fund, 107 S.
Meridian St., Portland, IN
47371.

Brockman Boeckman Funer-
al Home is serving Theresa’s
family.

Condolences may be shared
with the family by visiting
brockmanboeckmanfh.com.

Karen K. Kunkel-Smekens Friar,
rural Hartford City, the stepmother

of a Pennville man, Nov. 25, 1944-
May 28, 2025. Services will be at
1 p.m. Sunday at Walker & Glancy
Funeral Home, 109 W. Windsor
St., Montpelier.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those
with a connection to our cover-
age area free of  charge. They
include the name, city of  resi-
dence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only
from funeral homes or mortu-
ary services.

Obituaries

Linn

Sunday
Friar, Karen: 1 p.m., Walker

& Glancy Funeral Home, 109 W.
Windsor St., Montpelier.

Tuesday
Linn, Theresa: 11 a.m., Trinity

Cahtolic Church, 7321 Indiana
67, Bryant.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
(Stephen said she made com-

ments about seeking a lawyer while
speaking with police. She argued
police should have ceased the inter-
view at that time.)

She also argued Gonzalez should
have impeached trial witness Kristi
Sibray because of  inconsistencies
in her statements.

Jay Circuit Court Judge Brian

Hutchison wrote in the decision
filed Thursday that Stephen didn’t
make a “clear and unequivocal invo-
cation of  her Miranda right” — the
right to remain silent amid police
interrogation, as well as the right to
an attorney — during her inter-
views with police, nor did her com-
ments make it clear she was
requesting the presence of  an attor-
ney.

He also wrote the court did not
find there were inconsistencies in
Sibray’s comments at trial, and, if
there had been, impeaching her
“would not have benefited their the-
ory of  defense at trial.”

“The court concludes that the evi-
dence does not support a finding
that the petitioner was denied effec-
tive assistance of  counsel,” Hutchi-
son wrote.

Denies ...

Quiet ...

Carnival
colors

Tasha Weaver of
Firefly Children and
Family Alliance paints
4-year-old Evelyn
Osterholt’s forehead
Friday during the
summer carnival at
Westminster
Preschool Jay County
Early Learning Center
in Portland.

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Lotteries
Hoosier

Midday
Daily Three: 9-9-5
Daily Four: 4-7-8-9
Quick Draw: 4-5-8-

13-18-20-22-23-28-30-35-
38-39-50-55-56-57-63-69-
78

Ohio
Midday

Pick 3: 8-4-5
Pick 4: 6-3-7-1
Pick 5: 4-8-0-0-8

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$207 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$189 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.74
July corn .................4.76
Oct. corn .................4.14

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.76
June corn ................4.76
July corn..................4.79

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.64
June corn ................4.64
Beans ......................10.62

June beans ............10.42
Wheat ......................4.94

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.60
June corn ................4.60
Beans ......................10.58
June beans ............10.60
Wheat .......................4.84

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.71
June corn ................4.71
Beans ......................10.37
June beans ............10.37
Wheat ......................4.84

In 1819, American
poet, journalist and
essayist Walt Whitman
was born in West Hills,
New York. He is best
known for his collection
“Leaves of  Grass.”

In 1889, a flood in
Johnstown, Pennsylva-
nia, resulted in more
than 2,200 deaths.

In 1910, Louis Botha
formed the first govern-
ment of  the Union of
South Africa.

In 1921, an estimated
300 Black men, women
and children were killed
in the Tulsa Race Mas-
sacre. Mobs looted,
destroyed and burned
Black-owned businesses
and more than 1,250
homes in the Oklahoma
city’s Greenwood Dis-
trict.

In 1930, American
actor and director Clint
Eastwood was born in
San Francisco, Califor-
nia. Eastwood’s acting
credits include “A Fist-
ful of  Dollars,” “Dirty
Harry” and “In the Line

of  Fire.” He directed
Oscars best picture win-
ner “Million Dollar
Baby.”

In 2007, Jay County
Development Corpora-
tion executive director
Bob Quadrozzi died at
the age of  69 when his
vehicle went off  Indiana
67 and struck a semi in
Delaware County. He
had led JCDC since 1992.

In 2009, the last
known living survivor of
the sinking of  the Titanic
in 1912 died in Southamp-
ton, England. Millvina
Dean was 9 weeks old
when the ship sunk after
hitting an iceberg on its
maiden voyage across
the Atlantic Ocean.

In 2020, a massive fire
that produced billowing
smoke visible for miles
destroyed a barn at the
Hartzell Farms facility
at 3636 E. 100 North.
Seven fire departments
battled the fire that took
more than two hours to
get under control.

—The CR

CR almanac

73/47 83/60 86/70 81/67 74/62
There’s a

50% chance
of thunder-
storms Thurs-
day under
mostly cloudy
skies.

Mostly
sunny on
Wednesday
when there’s
a 50%
chance of
thunder-
storms.

Tuesday’s
forecast
shows sunny
skies with
highs in the
mid 80s.

Sunday
6/1

Monday
6/2

Tuesday
6/3

Wednesday
6/4

Thursday
6/5

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board special meeting,
General Shanks, 414
Floral Ave., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Tuesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works,
mayor’s office, city
hall, 321 N. Meridian
St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Plan Commission,
Community Resource
Center, 118 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

Sunny ski-
ues on Mon-
day. The tem-
perature may
swell to the
80s.

Another
day of mostly
sunny skies is
in the forecast
for Sunday.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information, call
(800) 589-1121.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5

p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridian
St. in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance C,
510 W. Votaw St., Portland.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

SINGLES AND SEPA-
RATES SUPPORT GROUP
— For anyone who’s lost a
loved one or has a spouse
living in long-term care or
suffering from an illness,
the group will meet at 2
p.m. the first Wednesday
of  each month in the
Arthur & Gloria Musel-
man Wellness Pavilion in
Berne. For more informa-
tion, call Sarah Conrad at
(260) 589-4496.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets at
11 a.m. each Thursday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet the first
Thursday of  the month at
Portland Lions Civic Cen-
ter, 307 W. 100 North. The
meal will be served at 6:30
p.m. and the meeting will
begin at 7 p.m.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.

DEAR ABBY: The floor I
work on has a cluster of
offices surrounding a cen-
tral kitchen area. Fifteen of
us share the appliances,
including a hot water reser-
voir with a tap. The build-
ing is old and has lead
pipes, so a service brings in
large plastic bottles for a
water cooler. Usually, who-
ever arrives first in the
morning fills the tank on
the water heater from the
cooler, and we all use it to
make hot drinks during the
day. 

I just found out that a
new employee has been fill-
ing the tank from the con-
taminated tap! When I
asked her about it, she said
that the microplastics in
the water jugs were more
dangerous than the lead in
the pipes. She’s very com-
mitted to this idea and is
not going to budge. I don’t
think this is right. I will
heat my own water from
now on, but how should I
warn the others in the
office? The source of  our
tea water seems like a silly
thing to start an office tiff
over, but I also think people

need to know their water is
unsafe. — NOT DRINKING
IN NEW YORK

DEAR NOT DRINK-
ING: I agree the employ-
ees in your office should
know. At least they will
be on notice about which
“poison” they are con-
suming. Report this to
HR or your employer, so
the announcement can
come from on high and
you can stay out of  the
line of  fire.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I am some-

one who calls friends, but
they never call back. When
I call, they are happy to
hear from me, the conversa-
tions are lively and fun, and
the friends say they love it
when I call. I don’t call
often, and I don’t feel I’m
making a nuisance of

myself. However, like I said,
they DON’T CALL BACK. 

I can understand not
hearing from newer
friends, but I resent not
hearing from ones I’ve had
my whole life. I could have
died, and they couldn’t
bother to find out if  I’m OK
or get an update on my life.
I know I should drop them
and move on, but I can’t. I
need help with that. Some-
thing — it could be an
upcoming holiday —
reminds me of  them, and I
want to make contact. Why
do people do this to people
they say they love and care
about? —PERPLEXED IN
FLORIDA

DEAR PERPLEXED:
People behave this way
because they are
stressed, busy or dis-
tracted. Most of  the
time, it isn’t personal.
Not everyone is a “caller”
like you are. If  you want
to maintain these rela-
tionships, you have to be
prepared to do the call-
ing. I’m not saying this to
be judgmental or to
make excuses for them;
it’s just a fact of  life.

The Commercial Review
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku 1-844-244-7025
Dental50Plus.com/Hoosier

Get your FREE
Information Kit

DENTAL
Insurance
Great coverage for retirees.

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

                  

6347-0125

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. 
To fi nd a network provider, go to physiciansmutual.com/fi nd-dentist. This specifi c offer not available in CO, 
NV, NY – call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer in your state. Certifi cate C254/B465, C250A/B438 
(ID: C254ID; PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).

Ask about the Premier Plan – 
our most popular option!
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Community Calendar

Retiree ready for peace

Photo provided

Lions donation
Portland Lions Club recently donated funds to purchase a

ballistic vest for Portland Police Department’s K9 officer, Spyke.
Pictured above is Portland police officer and K9 handler Brandon
McDavid with Spyke and Portland Lions Club secretary Paul Szymczak.

Dear
Abby
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A recent U.S. Supreme
Court ruling has preserved, at
least temporarily, a hallmark of
our system of  government — the
separation of  church and state.

The vote, deadlocked at 4-4, pre-
served a ruling by the Oklahoma
Supreme Court that blocked that
state from using government
money to run the first religious
charter school in the country.

The ruling was a surprise to
many, given the court’s conserva-
tive bent.

While individual votes were
not revealed, court observers sus-
pect that Chief  Justice John
Roberts sided with the three lib-
eral justices in favor of  the state
ruling; he has ruled against the
five conservatives on the court in
the past.

Despite being hailed by some as
a victory, the tie vote means the
issue may return to the court as
advocates for religion-based char-
ter schools continue to push their

agenda of  financing these institu-
tions with taxpayer money.

A contentious issue for years, it
has been overshadowed by other
cases clogging the court dockets,
such as those over diversity, equi-
ty and inclusion; immigration;
and mass government firings.
But make no mistake: It is no less
crucial to our democracy.

The Founding Fathers worked
laboriously to prevent any colli-
sion between the religious and
secular worlds, and undermining
that tenet of  American values
would undermine the nation
itself.

“A publicly funded religious
charter school would have oblit-
erated the wall of  separation

between state and church,”
Annie Laurie Gaylor, co-presi-
dent of  the Freedom from Reli-
gion Foundation, said in a state-
ment. “We’re relieved that, at
least for now, the First Amend-
ment still means what it says.”

The Oklahoma case involved
the attempt by St. Isidore
of  Seville, a Catholic virtual
school, to seek government fund-
ing as a charter school, which
that state’s high court rejected.

Allowing St. Isidore to receive
public funding as a charter
school “would open the floodgates
and force taxpayers to fund all
manner of  religious indoctrina-
tion, including radical Islam or
even the church of  Satan,”
said Oklahoma Attorney Gener-
al Gentner Drummond, a Repub-
lican who went against his
party’s prevailing stance.

Charter schools are allowed to
receive public funding, Drum-
mond argued, but only if  their
curriculum remains secular. St.

Isidore’s intention to focus on
religious training rendered pub-
lic financing of  it unconstitution-
al, he said.

“Oklahoma’s charter schools
bear all of  the hallmarks of  a
public school identified by this
court and more,” Drummond told
the U.S. Supreme Court.

In addition, a ruling for St.
Isidore would have siphoned
money from public schools, fund-
ing they could ill afford to lose.
Religious training has a place in
America, no doubt, but not when
it hurts children in proper public
schools.

It’s notable that Justice Amy
Coney Barrett, a conservative,
recused herself  from the case.
While she did not state a reason
for her recusal, she is a close
friend of  a law professor who
advised St. Isidore.

She deserves kudos for her
decision. Other members of  the
court have plowed through rul-
ings despite more troubling con-

flicts, including Justices Clarence
Thomas and Samuel Alito, who
have refused to recuse themselves
despite receiving gifts from rich
Republican donors involved in or
with an interest in the outcomes
of  certain cases.

Religious freedom is a bedrock
of  our system, and while conser-
vatives claimed the charter
school would have reinforced that
bedrock, the opposite is true.
Allowing the government to
finance religious institutions
would give politicians a gateway
to a realm they have no business
entering. Spiritual matters are
personal, not political.

Advocates of  religious free-
dom, however, must be wary. This
issue is not dead. Forces are
already at work to smooth the
path for government interference
in religion, forces aligned with
Christianity at the expense of
other religions that adherents
may find just as worthy, including
Judaism, Hinduism and Islam.

Spiritual matters are not political

By TONI PRECKWINKLE
and DR. ERIK MIKAITIS
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

Republicans recently
released their proposed
plan to cut $715 billion in
federal health care spend-
ing over 10 years. While
they position changes to
Medicaid as removing
waste and not cutting eligi-
bility, don’t be fooled by that
spin. The only thing this
plan will do is strip health
coverage from an estimated
8.6 million Americans to
fund tax breaks for the
wealthy.

Central to the proposal is
the implementation of
national work require-
ments for Medicaid mem-
bers. To demonstrate eligi-
bility, not only would indi-
viduals have to provide
proof  that they are low-
income, but adults without
dependents would also
have to prove that they
worked or volunteered at
least 80 hours per month.
The bureaucratic red tape
alone will cost millions of
eligible people their cover-
age.

Most adults with Medi-
caid who can work, do
work. The perception that
some able-bodied adults are
passing on work opportuni-
ties because they have
health coverage through
Medicaid simply isn’t sup-
ported by the nation’s cur-
rent 4.2% unemployment
rate. The notion has also
been debunked by both the
Congressional Budget
Office and analyses of  work
requirement attempts in
other states.

Advocates of  work
requirements overlook a
plain economic truth: A
healthy population is essen-
tial to a productive national
workforce.

Without health coverage,
individuals will be sicker,
more likely to miss work or
not be able to hold a job,
thus trapping them in a
cycle of  poor health and
poverty. With health cover-
age, individuals are better
able to hold down a job, sup-
port their family and ulti-
mately reduce their
reliance on Medicaid and
other forms of  public assis-
tance.

Work requirements are
unlikely to drive more peo-
ple into employment but
will certainly result in pre-
ventable loss of  coverage,
illness and death.

Work requirements, plus
the proposal to check mem-
bers’ eligibility twice a year
instead of  once, exponen-
tially increases program
bureaucracy at both the

state and federal level. Iron-
ically, this could negate sav-
ings and the administra-
tion’s intent to shrink gov-
ernment spending and the
workforce.

We can look at Arkansas
as an example. When the
state implemented work
requirements in 2018, more
than 18,000 people lost their
health insurance in the
first four months. Of  those
who lost coverage, 97%
were actually compliant
with the rules but still got
kicked out of  the program
because of  excessive red
tape. There was also no
increase in employment or
hours worked.

Work requirements
won’t just hurt individuals
with Medicaid coverage.
They will have trickle-
down implications for
everyone’s medical care.
The costs to care for more
uninsured and sicker
patients end up coming full
circle in all of  our health
insurance premiums.

The increase in patients
without insurance will also
compound financial pres-
sures on hospitals, doctors’
offices, nursing homes and
mental health providers.
We will likely see service
reductions and even clo-
sures, affecting wait times
and access for everyone.

Medicaid work require-
ments are not only ineffec-
tive but also counterpro-
ductive, and they threaten
to destabilize the very foun-
dation of  our country’s
health care system. The
proposed changes to Medi-
caid would reduce coverage
for low-income individuals,
place overwhelming bur-
dens on health care
providers — worsening
both health outcomes and
economic vitality — and
increase government
bureaucracy.

Considering we are the
world’s richest country, it’s
unconscionable that the
federal government would
take away health insurance
from millions of  Ameri-
cans in order to subsidize
tax breaks for the highest
earners.

••••••••••
Preckwinkle is president

of  the Cook County Board
of  Commissioners. Mikaitis
is CEO of  Cook County
Health.

Work requirements
threaten the system

By JOHN KRULL
TheStatehouseFile.com

Longtime Indianapolis Colts owner
Jim Irsay could poke fun at himself.

Years ago, I attended a special pre-
view of  the long, unspooled type-
script of  Jack Kerouac’s “On the
Road” at what was then the Indi-
anapolis Museum of  Art. Irsay had
bought the treasure for $2.43 million
and was about to send it around the
country for a series of  exhibitions.

This was well before the 2014 inci-
dent when he was pulled over with
enough pills in his possession to start
his own pharmacy.

But there were already stories
about his ongoing war with sub-
stance abuse. Some of  them were pub-
lic. Some were merely rumors.

When he made brief  remarks at the
“On the Road” preview, Irsay alluded,
jocularly, to those stories. The Chica-
go Tribune had published a revealing
profile of  him not long before with a
photo of  him sitting near the long
typescript while holding one of  Elvis
Presley’s guitars … and a lit cigarette.

Irsay assured everyone, with a rue-
ful little laugh, that the lit cigarette
never had been anywhere near Ker-
ouac’s masterwork.

The crowd chuckled along with
him.

At the event, I chatted with Irsay
for a few minutes about Kerouac and
“On the Road.” I’d done part of  my
honors thesis in college on the book
and then developed and taught a class
on the Beats when I was in graduate
school.

I was surprised to discover that the
typescript wasn’t just a trophy for
Irsay. A few minutes of  conversation
established that he knew the book
and that it meant something to him.

At the time, that surprised me.

How could a tale about mid-20th-
century bohemians searching for
meaning speak that way to a son of
privilege?

The Beats struggled to scrounge up
gas money to travel from one town to
the next. Irsay managed $100 million
transactions as if  he were dealing
with Monopoly money.

The more I thought about it,
though, the more it made sense.

“On the Road” tells the story of  lost
souls searching for their angels and
struggling with their demons while
the road — a metaphor for life itself
— stretches out behind them and
spools out before them. It’s about try-
ing to find a place of  balance and
peace in a world and an existence that
tips, tilts, and turns all the time.

That would have spoken to Irsay,
whose battles with addiction rarely if
ever allowed him to find that center.

Or know that peace.
I encountered Irsay a few other

times.
For a while, we did our workouts at

the same place, a club on the far north
side of  Indianapolis a former Colts
player had opened. He had a reserved
locker there — locker number one,
with his name engraved on it — and
would come in to lift, stretch and
maybe do a little cardio.

We’d run into each other in the
locker room or around the water
fountain and chat for a bit.

Irsay was always personable. We
didn’t talk about anything of  great
consequence.

Mostly, as I recall, we complained
about the challenges of  trying to stay
in some kind of  shape as we grew
older and how things hurt a lot more
if  we pushed the envelope too hard.

I’m pretty sure that, during those
quick conversations, he didn’t know
me from Adam.

But he chose to be decent and inter-
act as if  we were just two guys trying
to push back the ravages of  time. He
had to be aware that I knew who he
was — his name was emblazoned on
his locker, for goodness’ sake — but
he never seemed to want to pull rank
or stand on ceremony.

That’s why I never could work up
feelings other than empathy when he
slipped.

I’ve known other people — some
close to me — who have battled addic-
tion. I know it’s a great leveler, a curse
that afflicts the famous and the for-
gotten alike.

Most of  all, I know that those who
war with addiction find peace hard to
come by.

Jim Irsay died the other day. He
was 65.

In the hours after I learned of  his
passing, I thought of  that conversa-
tion at the art museum and his obvi-
ous feeling for “On the Road.”

And I find myself  hoping that, in
the end, he found his angel and put
his demons to bed.

May he rest in peace.
••••••••••

Krull is director of  Franklin Col-
lege’s Pulliam School of  Journalism
and publisher of  TheStatehouse-
File.com, a news website powered by
Franklin College journalism stu-
dents.

Wishing peace, Down the Road

Guest
Editorial

John
Krull

Guest
Opinion
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Zip it up

1) In what state is the
zip code 90212 located?

2) Who played television detectives
Andy Sipowicz and Sal Benedetto?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) California
2) Dennis Franz
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

E & M BLACKSMITH
SHOP

14th Annual 
Consignment Auction 
Saturday, June 7, 2025 

8:30 a.m.
2404 W 350 S, Berne,

IN
Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness; Carts;
New Tack; Saddles;

Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage
Grinder/Stuffers;

New/Used Furniture;
Washing Machines; Hay,

Straw, Firewood. 
Accepting consignments
every evening that week 
from 4pm-8pm and all

day 
Thursday, June 5th/Fri-
day, June 6th from 7am-

8pm.
Call 260-589-2743

Leave message to con-
sign horses.
Auctioneers 

John P. Troyer 
AU10900141 

Also with J. S. Auctions 
AU10700049

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located:  Under cover in
the Industrial Building at
the Jay County Fair-
grounds, 806 W Votaw

St., Portland, IN 
Saturday Morning
MAY 31st, 2025

9:30 A. M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS - TOOLS
Amana washer & dryer;
Amana French door
refrigerator; GE stove;
Kenmore chest type
freezer; mobile cart;

Hoover Power Dash car-
pet cleaner;  1960ís

VINTAGE LOS ANGE-
LES DODGERS BOB-
BLE HEAD; paper-

weights; glass animals; 
GLASS BASKETS:  Car-
nival, Yellow, Blue, Pink

and Clear; 
Carnival Glass; jewelry;
Mickey Mouse bank; #6
crock with handles; mar-
bles; Wagner skillet;
Barbies; primitives;

wood planes;  ; cast alu-
minum yard furniture;
cement bird bath; lawn
chairs; fishing items; ;
power washer; cement
figures; fence; lawn
ornaments; tomato

cages;  and other items
not listed.

JERELDENE FULLER,
DECEASED
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday JUNE 14th,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 1207 N SR
167 DUNKIRK,  IN
REAL ESTATE

Real Estate sells at
10:00 AM. 

2 bedroom home with
Central Air, 30íx40í
attached garage,

24íx32í Quonset build-
ing. Nicely situated on 2

acres. 
Open House: Sunday

June 1st 
1-3 PM or for private

showing phone auction-
eers. 

RIDING MOWERS -
ANTIQUES - HOUSE-

HOLD 
Troybilt Riding Mower

w/ 42î Deck. Troybilt and
Murray Mowers for

parts. Iron Bed. Steamer
Trunk. Hen on Nest and
other collectible Glass-
ware. Roll-top Desk.
Bird Cages. Elvis Pic-
ture. Fishing Poles and
Supplies. Generator.
Shop Mate. Large

Chicken Feeder. Several
Items Not Mentioned. 
OWNER:  Mary L Shory
Estate by Crystal R
Suman and Michael

Dahlestrom
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY JUNE 7TH,

2025
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 127 Rayburn
Dr, Portland IN.
REAL ESTATE

Real Estate sells at
10:00 AM. 

3 bedroom, 1.5 bath
brick ranch style home
containing 1,328 sq ft

finished living area. Cen-
tral Air, Sun room, 2 car

attached garage.
Detached garage/ shop
building. Home has
been well maintained. 

Open House:
Sunday May 25th from
1-3 PM or for private

showing phone Auction-
eers. 

VEHICLE - FURNITURE
- SHOP

2003 Chevrolet Venture
Minivan. Cast Iron Bull-

dog. 
Grandfather Clock. 8
Track Stereo/ Record

Player. Glider Rocker w/
Ottoman. 3 Cushion
Sofa. Rocker Recliner.
Metal Patio Set. Bird

Bath. Lawn Cart. Crafts-
man 10î Table Saw.
Craftsman Router w/

Stand. Craftsman Scroll
Saw. Craftsman

Grinder/Sander. Shop,
Hand, and Lawn and

Garden Tools.
OWNER: Rose Fennig

Estate, 
by Dale W Fennig

Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

PART-TIME BAR-
TENDER POSITION at
Portland Elks. Applica-
tions available for pick-
up at 126 W. High St., 4-
9 pm, Monday-Friday, 8-
12 hours per week,
competitive pay, flexible
shifts and some Satur-
days.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage
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 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC

MATT FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

• Life • Health 
Employee Benefits 

• Dental • Vision
• Medicare

Supplements •
Annuities

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED: 1207 N SR 167, Dunkirk Indiana

SATURDAY 
JUNE 14TH, 2025

10:00 A.M. 
REAL ESTATE

Real Estate sells at 10:00 AM. 
2 bedroom home with Central Air, 30’x40’ attached
garage, 24’x32’ Quonset building. Nicely situated
on 2 acres. 

Open House: Sunday June 1st 1-3 PM or for
private showing phone auctioneers. 
RIDING MOWERS – ANTIQUES –

HOUSEHOLD 
Troybilt Riding Mower w/ 42” Deck. Troybilt and
Murry Mowers for parts. Iron Bed. Steamer Trunk.
Cane Back Chairs. Hen on Nest and other collectible
Glassware. Pitcher and Bowls. 33 Records.
Comforter. Granite Cooker. Oval Dining Room
Table w/ 4 Chairs. China Hutch. Roll-top Desk. 4
Drawer Dressers. Sewing Machine and Cabinet.
Curio Cabinet. End Tables. Bird Cages. Elvis
Picture. Small Kitchen Appliances. Pots. Pans.
Cooking Utensils. Fishing Poles and Supplies.
Generator. Shop Mate. Large Chicken Feeder.
Several Items Not Mentioned. 

NOTE: Check Auctionsoft and 
AuctionZip for more photos.

TERMS: Cash with 10% Down 
at the Auction, balance upon closing. 

TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY: CASH –
GOOD CHECK – CREDIT CARD 

OWNER: Mary L Shory Estate
by Crystal R Suman and Michael Dahlestrom
STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD

SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING 
AND REAL ESTATE 

AC31800004
Pete D. Shawver    Zane Shawver

Lic# AU19700040       Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587      260-729-2229

More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com 
CR 5-31,6-7 RB 5-27,6-3, NT 5-28,6-4 NG 5-
30,6-6-2025

PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED: 127 Rayburn Dr, Portland Indiana

SATURDAY JUNE 7TH, 2025
10:00 A.M. 

REAL ESTATE
Real Estate sells at 10:00 AM. 

3 bedroom, 1.5 bath brick ranch style home
containing 1,328 sq ft finished living area. Central
Air, Sun room, 2 car attached garage. Detached
garage/ shop building. Home has been well
maintained. 
Open House: Sunday May 25th from 1-3 PM or

for private showing phone Auctioneers. 
VEHICLE – FURNITURE – SHOP

2003 Chevrolet Venture Minivan. Cast Iron
Bulldog. Queen Size Bed complete. Half Bed
complete. 6 drawer dresser w/ mirror. Small 6
drawer dresser. Grandfather Clock. 8 Track Stereo/
Record Player. Round Dining Room Table w/ 4
Chairs. Lighted Curio Cabinet. 2 Wingback Living
Room Chairs. Desk. Glider Rocker w/ Ottoman. 3
Cushion Sofa. Rocker Recliner. Blanket Chest. Love
Seat. Glass-top End Table. 3 Drawer Filing Cabinet.
Mirrors. Lamps. Wall Decorations. Small Kitchen
Appliances. Pots. Pans. Cooking Utensils. Brother
Sewing Machine. Metal Patio Set. Bird Bath. Lawn
Cart. Hose Reel. BBQ Grill. Mens and Womens
Bicycles. Step Ladders. Craftsman 10” Table Saw.
Craftsman Router w/ Stand. Craftsman Scroll Saw.
Craftsman Grinder/Sander. Yard Machines Mini
Tiller. Remington Electric Chainsaw. Aluminum
Adjustable Ladder. Sump Pump. Picnic Table. Lawn
Decorations. Shop, Hand, and Lawn and Garden
Tools.        

NOTE: Check Auctionsoft and 
AuctionZip for more photos.

TERMS: Cash with 10% Down 
at the Auction, balance upon closing. 

TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY: CASH –
GOOD CHECK – CREDIT CARD 

OWNER: Rose Fennig Estate, 
by Dale W Fennig

STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD

SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING 
AND REAL ESTATE 

AC31800004
Pete D. Shawver    Zane Shawver

Lic# AU19700040       Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587      260-729-2229

More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com 
CR 5-24,31 NT 5-21,28 RB 5-20,27 NG 5-23,30-
2025

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT

COURT
2025 TERM

In the Matter of the 
Unsupervised 

Administration of 
the Estate of:

Thomas J. Eley, Deceased
No. 38CO1-2504-EU-000009

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that
Jacquelyn M. Baughman was,
on the 9th day of April, 2025,
appointed Personal Repre-
sentative of the estate of
Thomas J. Eley, deceased,
who died on March 24, 2025
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the
claim in the office of the Clerk
of this Court within three (3)
months from the date of the
first publication of this notice,
or within nine (9) months after
the decedent’s death,
whichever is earlier, or the
claims will be forever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana,
this 27th day of May, 2025.

HINKLE, RACSTER,
SCHEMENAUR & LAN-

DERS
121 W. High Street
Portland, IN  47371

Attorney
Melissa Elliott

Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana

CR 5-31,6-7-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
TO THE OWNERS OF THE

WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL
ESTATE AND ALL INTER-

ESTED PARTIES
NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of
a decree to me directed from
the Clerk of Jay Court in
Cause No. 38D01-2502-MF-
000003 wherein NEWREZ
LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT
MORTGAGE SERVICING was
Plaintiff and IDA J. LEON-
HARD A/KIA IDA JEAN
LEONHARD; was/were De-
fendant(s), requiring me to
make the sum as provide for
in said Dewie with interest
and costs, I will expose at
public sale to the highest bid-
der, on the 26th day of June,
2025 at the hour of 10:00 AM as
soon thereafter as possible, at
the Jay County Courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Portland, IN
47371, the fee simple of the
whole body of Real Estate in
Jay County, Indiana, de-
scribed as follows:

THE WEST HALF OF
LOTS ONE (1) AND THREE
(3) IN BLOCK FIFTEEN
(15) IN THE ORIGINAL
PLAT OF PORTLAND, IN-
DIANA.
ALSO, COMMENCING AT
A POINT ON THE SOUTH
LINE OF SAID LOT
THREE (3) SIXTY-SIX (66)
FEET EAST OF THE
SOUTHWEST CORNER
THEREOF AND RUN-
NING THENCE NORTH
FORTY-FOUR (44) FEET;
THENCE EAST EIGHT (8)
INCHES; THENCE SOUTH
FORTY-FOUR (44) FEET
TO THE SOUTH LINE OF
SAID LOT; THENCE WEST
EIGHT (8) INCHES TO THE
PLACE OF BEGINNING.
Commonly Known as/Prop-
ertv Address: 409 W Walnut
St, Portland, IN 47371
Parcel No: 38-07-20-104-
068.000-034

Together with rents, issues,
and profits hereof, said will
be made without relief from
valuation or appraisement
laws.
Subject to all liens, encum-
brances and easements of
record not otherwise extin-
guished in the proceedings
known as Cause No 38D01-
2502-MF-000003 in the Jay
County Court.

Larry R. Newton Jr
Sheriff of Jay County

Jason E. Duhn
ATTORNEY NO 26807-06

Diaz Anselmo & Associates,
LLC

P.O. BOX 19519
Fort Lauderdale FL 33318

Wayne Township
CR 5-24,31,6-7-2025-HSPAXLP
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By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

FORT WAYNE — Three
Patriots got to run at the
regional for the first time.
Two more made their cur-
tain calls.

While the Patriots
could push up high
enough to score, they still
got to end their season at
the regional.

The Jay County High
School boys track team’s
season came to a close on
Thursday as it competed
in a relay and four indi-
vidual events at the
IHSAA Regional 3 meet
hosted by Carroll.

With Jay County’s high-
est finish coming in at
12th place, it didn’t man-
age to score any points.
New Haven ran away with
the regional title, topping
the field that included 32
scoring teams with 74
points.

While the Patriots did-
n’t manage to tally any

points, they had plenty to
celebrate about the sea-
son as they took steps in
the right direction.

“Being able to make it
to the regional is a big
deal for these guys,” said
JCHS coach Joe Imel. “We
had a great season as a
boys team. We had the
highest finish in the
ACAC that I’ve coached. I
feel like we had a lot of
progress this year. I think
Caleb, in his 3,200-meters
ran a PR, so we’ve got a lot
of  things up and coming
looking forward to the
future.”

Caleb Garringer did
own the highest finish for
the Patriots as he placed
12th in the 3,200-meter
run.

In his first appearance
at the regional, he sat
between eighth and 11th
for a majority of  the race.
Over the final 400 meters,
Garringer faded over the

final 400 meters, letting a
pair of  runners from
Adams Central claim
eighth and ninth.

The JCHS sophomore
staved off  Yorktown's
Isiah Loney for the
longest time. Loney and
Peyton Engel of  Delta
both made moves in the
final 100 to overtake Gar-
ringer. Engel crossed the
finish line in 10 minutes,
6.44 seconds, while Loney
earned a 10:07.17 to barely
beat Garringer’s 10:17.44.
Garringer did manage to
beat Northop’s Biruk
Shaw by 0.4 seconds.

“I’m not unhappy,” Gar-
ringer said. “I could have
been a lot better I think,
but you win some you lose
some.”

Garringer was one of
three Patriots to make his
first appearance at the
regional and after getting
a taste, he will know what
to expect for future years.

“It was a little over-
whelming the first time,”
Garringer said. “I’m not
used to such a massive
audience and people
everywhere. … I wanted
to do my best. It’s my first
time at regionals, so I
wanted to feel it out. I’ve
got two more years.”

Dash Thacker and Max
Klopfenstein also made
their first appearances
alongside Garringer as
part of  the 4x800-meter
relay. Junior Joseph
Boggs, who made his sec-
ond regional appearance,
led off  the race before the
three first-timers carried
the final three legs.

They combined to run
an 8:41.56 that placed 13th.

Senior Adam Alig made
his curtain call at the
regional, competing in a
trio of  events.

Alig faced some strug-
gles throughout the day
resulting in a pair of  14th-

place finishes and one
16th placement.

He cleared the high
jump bar’s opening height
of  5 feet, 10 inches, but
couldn’t work any higher
to finish 14th.

Alig got off  to a strong
start in the 110 hurdles,
keeping up with the high-
er seeds before clipping
the third hurdle and
falling behind. He wound
up with a time of  16.10
seconds in the prelims,
falling short of  the finals
by 0.28 seconds.

Then in the 300 hurdles,
Alig eased up towards the
end of  the race, resulting
in the 16th-place finish in
43.50 seconds.

While this is Alig’s
third straight regional
appearance, it was his
first time competing in
the hurdles events.

“That was my last time
and I’m just fine with
that,” Alig said. “It’s great

(to make the regional).
After indoor state, I fig-
ured that was as high as I
would get this year. I did-
n’t really expect to get
here, but I was really
happy that I did, for three
events especially.”

Along with Alig, Boggs
made his final appear-
ance as a Patriot, as he
will be moving schools in
2025-26.

“They’ve brought a lot
of  reliability and stabili-
ty,” Imel said. “Adam has
scored 180 points and is
someone we can rely on
day in and day out to be a
great leader. You can tell
he enjoys doing what he
does and we’ll definitely
miss him. Joseph has
been able to be a stable
leader for that (distance)
group and works hard.
He’ll be fine no matter
where he goes when he
continues his track and
field adventure.”
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Today
Portland Rocket doubleheader vs.

Indy Orioles – 1 p.m.

Sunday
Portland Rocket doubleheader at Fort

Wayne Jackers – 1 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Boys golf vs. Daleville

and Wes-Del – 4:30 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

6:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Spanish
Grand Prix (ESPN2)

9 a.m. — IndyCar: Chevrolet Detroit
Grand Prix (FS1)

1 p.m. — PLL lacrosse: Utah Archers
at Maryland Whipsnakes (ABC)

2 P.m. — French Open tennis (TNT)
2 p.m. — LPGA Tour: U.S. Women’s

Open (NBC)
2:20 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

Chicago Cubs (FDSN Indiana)
3 p.m. — NCAA softball tournament

(ABC)
3 p.m. — UFL: Houston Roughnecks

at Michigan Panthers (ESPN)
3 p.m. — UEFA Champions League:

PSG at Inter (CBS)
4:05 p.m. — MLB: Milwaukee Brew-

ers at Philadelphia Phillies (FS1)
5:30 p.m. — PGA Tour: Memorial

Tournament (CBS)
5:30 p.m. — International Friendly

Women: United States at China PR (TBS)
6:30 p.m. — UFC fighting (ESPN)
7 p.m. — NCAA softball tournament

(ABC)
7:15 p.m. — MLB: Minnesota Twins

at Seattle Mariners (FOX)

8 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: New York
Knicks at Indiana Pacers (TNT)

8 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Dallas Stars
at Edmonton Oilers (ABC)

10:10 p.m. — MLB: Washington
Nationals at Arizona Diamondbacks
(FS1)

10:30 p.m. — FIFA Club World Cup:
Los Angeles FC at America (TBS)

Sunday
6 a.m. — French Open tennis (TNT)
9 a.m. — Formula 1: Spanish Grand

Prix (ESPN)
9:30 a.m. — IndyCar: Chevrolet

Detroit Grand Prix (FS1)
12 p.m. — UFL: Arlington Renegades

at San Antonio Brahmas (ABC)
12:30 p.m. — IndyCar: Chevrolet

Detroit Grand Prix (FOX)
1 p.m. — CONCACAF Women’s 20:

Puerto Rico U20 at United States U20

(FS1)
2 p.m. — French Open tennis (TNT)
2:20 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

Chicago Cubs (FDSN Indiana)
2:30 p.m. — PGA Tour: Memorial

Tournament (CBS)
3 p.m. — UFL: Birmingham Stallions

at Memphis Showboats (FOX)
6 p.m. — WNBA: Las Vegas Aces at

Seattle Storm (ABC)
7:10 p.m. — MLB: New York Yankees

at Los Angeles Dodgers (ESPN)
9 p.m. — CONCACAF Champions

Cup: Cruz Azul at Vancouver Whitecaps
(FS1)

Monday
6 a.m. — French Open tennis (TNT)
7:10 p.m. — MLB: Milwaukee Brew-

ers at Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indiana)
8 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Indiana Pac-

ers at New York Knicks (TNT)

Tuesday
7:05 p.m. — MLB: Cleveland

Guardians at New York Yankees (TBS)
7:10 p.m. — MLB: Milwaukee Brew-

ers at Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indiana)
8 p.m. — International Friendly

Women soccer: United States at China
PR (TNT)

9:30 p.m. — NHL Playoffs: Dallas
Wings at Seattle Storm (ESPN)

10:10 p.m. — MLB: New York Mets
at Los Angeles Dodgers (TBS)

Local notes
Challenge continues

The Adams County Challenge contin-
ues with a pair of races in June.

The first will be held on June 7, as the
Youth for Christ 5K  starts at the Ceylon
Covered Bridge  outside of Geneva at 8:30
a.m. Registration is $20.

The Fitness Delivered Charity 5K and
Fun Run will be held on June 21 at 8:30

a.m. The race will begin at Fitness Deliv-
ered located at 141 N. First St. in Decatur.
Registration will cost $20 and includes a t-
shirt if done by June 1. The Fun Run is free
for anyone 12 and younger.

Registration forms for both races can
be found at
adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

Registration open
Registration for the 35th annual Flat 50

Plus bicycle ride in Adams County is now
open. To register, visit RunSignUp.com.

There are rides ranging from 20 to 100
miles long.

The event will be held at 7 a.m. Satur-
day, June 21. It will start at Bellmont High
School and will have stops in Willshire,
Geneva and Monroe with refreshments.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap”, email details to sports@thecr.com

Regional finish

YORKTOWN — The Patriots
needed 12 innings to take out
the Trojans in the opener. Less
than 24 hours later, the Eagles
only needed half  of  that to end
the Patriots’ season.

The Jay County High School
baseball team fell to the Delta
Eagles 10-0 in six innings dur-
ing Thursday’s IHSAA Class 3A
Sectional 24 semifinal hosted by
Yorktown.

The victory pits Delta against
Hamilton Heights on Monday at
noon for the sectional champi-
onship.

The Eagles had no trouble hit-
ting off  Zedrian Vazquez, as
they collected nine hits to score
eight runs over the first 3 ⅓
innings. DHS scored two runs
in the first, fourth and sixth
innings, put up three in the
third and one in the

second.Chase Ritchie had the
strongest day at the plate with
three hits and two runs driven
in.

While Delta’s offense thrived,
the Patriots (11-15) struggled
against Kaeb Stebbins. They
only managed four hits, two
from Foster and one each from
Drew Schemenaur and Garrett
Bennett, and didn’t draw any
walks.

The Patriots will graduate
four players, including
Vazquez, A.J. Myers, and Rylee
Sollars.

Doubleheader split
Cook’s Nursery and Patriot

Auto Sales split a doubleheader
in Portland Junior League
Rookie baseball on Thursday.

Cook’s Nursery took the first
game 10-9 before falling to Patri-
ot Auto Sales 15-6 in game No. 2.

A pair of  players from Patriot
Auto Sales hit inside-the-park
home runs during the game.
Cage Reynolds had one of  them,
while also contributing two
triples, a double and a single.
Kylo Cook had the other home
run, as well as two singles.

Kayden Alberson led Cook’s
Nursery with four doubles and
two singles over the doublehead-
er. Duke Steed followed with one
double and four singles.

Williams takes two
Williams Auto Parts swept

Matt’s Garage in a Thursday
doubleheader of  Portland Jun-
ior League Rookie baseball play.

Williams Auto Parts won the
first game 11-4 before exploding
for a 23-4 win in game two.

Zander Williams had the
biggest day for Williams as he
produced 10 RBIs over the two
games on a home run, two
triples, a double and two singles.
Following him were Thobe
Keller with seven RBIs, Brett
Huntsman with six runs driven
in and KiptonWendel with five.

Huntsman also had the most
hits with seven. In total,
Williams Auto Parts collected 52
hits between the two games.

Parker Eley, Rowan Ingram
and Luke McLaughlin all led
Matt’s Garage with one RBI.
Eley and McLaughlin also led
with two hits and were joined by

Otto Huelskamp and Dawson
Gillette with a pair of  base
knocks each. In total, the team
had 19 hits.

PG14 wins
PG14 took down Southern

Thunder Fireworks 11-0 in Port-
land Junior League Willie Mays
baseball on Thursday.

Ashton Conn led the way for
PG14 with three RBIs and three
runs scored on three singles.

Other strong performances
came from Liam Ridenour and
Corbin Brown with two RBIs
apiece. Also driving in runs
were Kolby Armstrong, Micah
Davis, Parker Huntsman and
Waylon McGrill. Trey Hirschy
was the winning pitcher.

Southern Thunder Fireworks
only managed one hit in the
game, a double by Eric Bruss.

Local
Roundup

Patriots fall to Delta in sectional semifinal

Jay County boys track competed in five events at regional

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

The Jay County High School boys track team competed at the IHSAA Regional 3 meet hosted by Carroll on Thursday. Pictured at left, JCHS senior
Joseph Boggs rounds the first bend as the first leg of the 4x800-meter relay that finished 13th. At right, Adam Alig jumps over a hurdle during his third and
final event of the day, the 300-meter hurdles. The regional was the last meet for either athlete as a Patriot as Alig graduates from Jay County this year, and
Boggs will be moving out of the school district.
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Continued from page 10
Post hadn’t done a ton

with the bat earlier in the
game – the No. 9 hitter
struck out in his first
appearance, laid down a
sacrifice bunt in the fifth
inning and flew out to left
field in the seventh – but
got ahead 2-1 with the
winning run standing on
second base.

He then got the exact
pitch he wanted, a high
fast ball, and blasted the
ball to the fence.

“I just wanted a base
hit,” Post said. “It’s not
like I was looking to win
the game, I just wanted to
get (Siegrist) advanced to
third base to give Reece
(Wendel) a chance to
knock him in. … I love
higher pitches. My and
Alex (Gaerke)  were
working on the tee and he
was telling me where the
spot was that my hands
would meet and just to go
straight on and that’s
what worked.”

As the ball started to
sail towards the gap in
right-center field,
Siegrist hesitated; some-
thing that cost him the
opportunity to score the
go-ahead run in the fifth
inning on a lineout by
Wendel to center field.
This time around, he was
quicker to evaluate the
likelihood of  the ball
being caught, and turned
to make a break for third
base and then home
plate.

“For a second I went
back to second in case he
caught it,” Siegrist said.
“When I’d seen it was get-
ting down I just hauled
(it). … I was excited
thinking we’d win the
game.”

Just as Siegrist slid
across the base, the rest

of  the Indians poured out
of  the dugout to meet
Post in the grass by sec-
ond base to celebrate
winning their second dis-
trict championship in as
many years.

“It was unbelievable,”
Post said of  the feeling
after walking off  the
game.

Neither of  the team’s
first runs were earned.
FRHS struck in the bot-
tom of  the first inning
after Wendel walked and
then made his way
around to third base on

an error by second base-
man David Cancino on an
attempt to steal second.
Grisez followed up with a
groundout that plated
Wendel.

The Knights got their
first run in the fifth
inning. Gaerke, the start-
ing pitcher, hit the first
two batters of  the frame,
but came right back with
a strikeout. A fielder’s
choice eliminated the
lead runner at third base
for the second out.

The Indians finally
slipped up as Grisez

threw away a groundball,
allowing John Augustine
to score from second
base. (Homan committed
a second error on the
plate that let Adriel
Angel reach second base.)

Outside of  the single
slip up, the Indians’
defense made multiple
key plays to bolster the
efforts of  Gaerke and
Grisez on the mound that
include Mason Diller
charging a ball in right
field and firing home to
save a run, Diller sliding
to catch a shallow fly

ball, the fielder’s choice
in the fifth inning by Post
at shortstop, a clean 5-4-3
double play, a 5-4 fielder’s
choice that turned into a
double play on interfer-
ence and multiple saves
by Homan at first base.

With the defense click-
ing and the two pitchers
giving up a combined two
hits and six walks, the
Tribe silenced the Liber-
ty Christian offense that
averaged 6.6 runs on the
year.

“The defense was
great,” Eyink said. “All

around great defense all
night. There was the one
error, the throwing error
that got the run home but
otherwise they made the
right decisions and that’s
the reason we were able
to win that game, espe-
cially being a tight game
like that.”

The Tribe made a run
to state for the third time
in school history last
year. Now only two games
stand between the Indi-
ans and Akron.

(Post)er ...
Box score

No. 6 Legacy Christian Knights
vs. No. 2 Fort Recovery Indians

OHSAA Division VI Southwest 3
District championship

Legacy Christian (14-8)
ab r h bi

Cancino 2b 4 0 0 0
Harphant p 3 0 0 0
Angel ss 3 0 0 0
King c 3 0 1 0

Beals cr 0 0 0 0
Thompson 3b 4 0 1 0
Whitt 1b 3 0 0 0
Tooker rf 4 0 0 0
Norris lf 2 0 0 0
Augustine cf 2 1 0 0
Totals 28 1 2 0

Fort Recovery (17-8)
ab r h bi

Wendel cf 2 1 0 0
Diller rf 4 0 1 0
Grisez 3b 4 0 0 1
Gaerke p 3 0 2 0
Hart c 4 0 2 0
Homan 1b 2 0 0 0

Muhlenkamp pr0 0 0 0
Evers lf 4 0 0 0
Siegrist 2b 2 1 0 0
Post ss 3 0 1 1
Totals 28 2 6 2

Leg. Chr. 000  010 000 — 1
Ft. Rec. 100  000 001 — 2

LOB — Legacy Christian 8, Fort
Recovery 8. 2B — Fort Recovery 1
(Post). SB — Fort Recovery 1
(Siegrist).

IP H R ER BB SO
Legacy Christian
Harphant 7 3 1 0 5 3
Angel 1.1 2 1 1 1 0

Fort Recovery
Gaerke 5.2 1 1 0 6 4
Grisez 3.1 1 0 0 0 4

Continued from page 10
“I just cannot believe. I know

she was seeded to do that, but
then to come in … and be so
confident about it, that’s
crazy.”

Niekamp had a career day in
the discus to give herself  a
chance at a state berth, clear-
ing the 120-foot mark four
times.

As the first competitor in the
second flight of  the prelimi-
naries Friday, she launched
her first throw 120 feet, 11 inch-
es. It was the start of  some-
thing special, as each of  the
next four athletes also sur-
passed their district marks by
at least 3 feet.

That initial throw had
Niekamp in seventh place. She
continued and surpassed 120
feet on her third, fourth and
fifth throws, with the last of
those a career-best 122 feet, 3
inches.

“It was just good to have a
good day today,” said Niekamp.
“I had a really good series, con-
sistent 120s. And that’s what I
knew I would have to throw

going into today.”
“This week, in practice, I

really focused on my form, my
technique, and not my marks,
not my distance,” she added.
“So by focusing on more form
and staying smooth in the ring,
that allowed me to get out
those big throws.”

Her fifth toss moved her into
sixth place and left hope of  get-
ting a call back for the state
meet. It was about an hour
later that results came in from
other regional meets indicat-
ing that she had come up just
short.

“She was in the zone today,”
said Diller. “A couple of  her
warm ups were bombs. It’s
pretty neat to see. She just
came in and was very calm.
She was very confident today.
… She just delivered.”

Carson Fullenkamp also
competed for the Indians Fri-
day, finished 14th in the boys
shot put. He was unable to
reach the levels he had in qual-
ifying through the district,
posting a distance of  41 feet, 8
3/4 inches.

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Fort Recovery High School right fielder Mason Diller makes a sliding catch during the Indians’
2-1 victory over sixth-seeded Legacy Christian in nine innings at Houston during the OHSAA Division VI
Southwest 3 District title game on Friday. Diller also made a key defensive play that saved a run in the
first inning of the game as well.

Podium ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Karlie Niekamp, a Fort Recovery senior, spins through the circle during the regional
discus competition. She cleared the 120-foot mark four times during the meet, finishing in
sixth place and narrowly missing a call back to compete in the state finals.
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Jay boys track finished
its season at the regional,
see story page 8

Rockets have two double-
headers this weekend,

see Sports on tap

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

TROY, Ohio — Anna Roessner
was a triple state medalist dur-
ing her junior season. 

Through her tournament
run, though, she never had the
honor of  standing at the top of
the podium.

On Friday night, she owned
that small square of  real estate
a step above every other sprint-
er in the southwest quarter of
the state.

Roessner, a Fort Recovery
High School senior, was a lot
more than just a step faster
than her competition, turning
in another dominant effort as
she won championships in the
100-meter dash, 200 dash and
400 dash during the Division III
regional track meet at Troy.

“I’m pretty happy,” said
Roessner, a 2024 state medalist
last season in the 100 dash and
200 dash individually and as
part of  the FRHS 4x100 relay
team. “I got to win everything.
That’s my first time standing
on a podium for first place. … It
was definitely fun.”

Her effort led the Indian girls
to a sixth-place finish out of  35
scoring teams with 33 points.
Karlie Niekamp scored the only
other Indian points in the dis-
cus as she came up just short of
earning her own trip to Colum-
bus. (The top four athletes in
each event and the next two
best performances from all
regionals move on to the state
meet that will be contested
June 6 and 7 at Ohio State Uni-
versity’s Jesse Owens Memori-
al Stadium.)

“It went pretty well,” said
FRHS coach Christy Diller,
chuckling. “She continues to do
Anna things. … What do you
say? She did exactly what she
set out to do. It’s pretty insane
to get three medals.”

The Indian boys were unable
to tack on any more points Fri-
day after Isaac Roessner,
Anna’s brother, got them on the
board Wednesday with a fifth-

place finish in the long jump.
His four points put FRHS in a
three-way tie for 34th out of  44
scoring teams.

After blazing her way to three
district records six days earlier
at Piqua, Anna Roessner again
refused to let any of  her oppo-
nents be much of  a factor Fri-
day night. She left them with
the same view as most others
have seen all year — her back
as she pulled away down the
home stretch.

The senior set the tone in the
100 dash, separating herself

from the field in the first 20
meters. By the time she reached
the finish line in 12.03 seconds,
just a tenth of  a second off  of
the meet record, she had
stretched to a 0.28 margin of
victory over West Liberty-
Salem’s Chloe Griffith.

She got a bit more of  a push
in the 400 dash, as it took her
until the final steps of  the sec-
ond curve to make up the stag-
ger on Cole Thompson. But the
Newton Local freshman had
nothing left to try to match
Roessner as they zoomed in

front of  the home stands. The
win came in 56.77 while no one
else was able to reach the 59-
second mark.

“It was definitely nice having
her,” said Roessner, referencing
the challenge from Thompson.
“I could just hear her behind
me and I’m like, ‘All right, gotta
go.’ I was definitely dying a lit-
tle bit in the 400, but it hap-
pened.”

No one was able to touch
Roessner in the 200 dash either,
as she again broke for home
alone and rolled to a nearly one-

second victory over Fort
Loramie’s Taylor Schmitmeyer
in 24.82.

When it comes time for the
award ceremonies at the
regional, the coach of  the win-
ning athlete hands out all of  the
medals. Roessner got to receive
one from each of  her coaches —
Diller and assistants Charlie
Vasey and Kierra Wendel.

“That’s pretty neat,” said
Diller. “For me, that is big, to be
able to put that on my own
niece. …”

See Podium page 9

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

HOUSTON, Ohio — The
Indians had an opportuni-
ty to take the lead in the
bottom of  the fifth inning,
but hesitation by Austin
Siegrist squandered it.

Four innings later, with
one out and Siegrist on
second base, another ball
was hit into the air. He
again took a look at the
outfield to judge if  it had a
chance to find the ground.
When he determined it
did, he turned and took
off  with the determina-
tion to right the wrong of
the earlier inning.

Once he crossed the
plate, he got up to join the
rest of  the Indians as they
sprinted out to meet Col-
son Post at second base.

The second-seeded Fort
Recovery High School
baseball team walked off
the No. 6 seed Legacy
Christian Knights in the
ninth inning with a dou-
ble off  of  Post’s bat to
claim its second consecu-
tive district title in the
OHSAA Division VI
Southwest 3 District
Championship game at
Houston on Friday.

The win advanced Fort
Recovery (17-8) to the
Regional opener on Tues-
day at 2 p.m. against the
winner of  No. 1 seed Sum-
mit Country Day and fifth-
seeded Covington at New-
ton Local.

“That’s awesome,” said
FRHS coach Kevin Eyink.
“I mean, that’s what you
play for. That’s fun to be in
a competitive game and

then come down to the
wire and have somebody
come through and win it.”

Neither team ever held a
lead greater than one run,
and they spent five of  the
nine innings tied includ-
ing the sixth, seventh and
eighth frames.

The Tribe held Legacy
Christian (14-8) with the
tie in the top half  of  the
ninth as Caden Grisez – he
earned the win in relief
with no runs on one hit
and four strikeouts
through 3.1 innings
pitched –with a pair of
strikeouts and a flyout to
first baseman Caden
Homan. The Indians broke
that tie in the bottom half
of  the inning.

Gavin Evers led off  the
inning with a sharp
ground ball that Justin
Harphant had to range
over for and fire to first for
the out.

Siegrist watched four
straight balls to walk his
way to first base and stole
second early in Post’s at
bat. 

See (Post)er page 9

Podium ownership
Indians’ Roessner wins three regional titles

(Post)er
moment

FRHS junior
delivers
walk-off
double to

claim second
consecutive
district title

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Fort Recovery High School senior Anna Roessner zips to the finish line well ahead of the rest of the field in the 200-
meter dash during Friday night’s Division III regional track meet at Troy. She won the 200 dash going away and also scored
massive victories in the 100 dash and 400 dash to earn regional championships and state berths in all three events. She
will compete in the OHSAA Division III Track and Field State Finals, which begin with preliminaries on Friday at Jesse Owens
Memorial Stadium on the campus of Ohio State University in Columbus.
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