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Village
council
reviews
levy
options

Leaders plan
to continue
to look at
renewal and
income levy

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY —
One of the village’s tax
levies is up for renewal.

Fort Recovery Village
Council discussed Monday
whether to continue with
the levy or look into an
income tax levy in lieu of
its current real estate tax
levies.

Village administrator
Randy Diller explained the
village’s 2.5 mill — in Ohio,
property taxes are charged
as mills (millage), with one
mill equal to one-tenth of a
cent — five-year general
expense tax levy is up for
renewal in the fall. Fort
Recovery currently has
four real estate tax levies
on the books, he noted,
with three at 2.5 mill and
one at 2.3 mill.

“We’ve ran them as
renewals for a long, long
time, so they aren’t collect-
ing at 2.5, they’re probably
collecting at 1.5 or some-
thing in that range because
we’ve reached assessment
over the years, maybe less
than that,” he said.

The current levies gen-
erate about $286,000 annu-
ally for the village in dif-
ferent areas, including the
general, storm, waste-
water and street funds.

Diller recalled discus-
sion in the past about
rolling over to an
increased income tax and
doing away with real estate
tax levies.

“Now I know that the
real estate taxes are defi-
nitely a hot button right
now, but so are income
taxes in a lot of ways with
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nother step

OUTDOOR PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND
ATHLETICS REPAIRS AND IMPROVEMENTS

RELOCATE TENNIS COURTS
NEW TENNIS COURT LIGHTING

REPLACE BASEBALL DUGOUTS

RECONSTRUCT RUNNING TRACK

REHABILITATE EXISTING STADIUM
MAIN GRANDSTAND AND PRESSBOX

w

Graphic from Barton Coe Vilamaa

The above graphic shows the planned new location of the Jay County High School tennis courts as part of a
proposed capital improvement project. Jay School Board held a public hearing on the project Monday and heard updates
about its scope. It is now estimated at $17.44 million. Another public hearing is slated for June 16.

Proposed Jay County Junior-Senior High School
improvement project moves forward with hearing

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

A major capital improve-
ment project for Jay County
Junior-Senior High School
took another step forward

Monday.
Jay School Board held its
preliminary determination

hearing on a proposed $17.44
million renovation project for
the junior-senior high that has
been in discussion for months.

A second public hearing and
decision is planned for the
board’s regular meeting on
June 16.

Monday’s hearing passed
without comment from the
public.

Brian Bohlender of engineer-
ing and architecture firm Bar-
ton Coe Vilamma provided an
update on the scope of the proj-

project committee and feed-
back from a community survey.
Jay Schools superintendent
Jeremy Gulley noted that the
board received 146 comments
from the public on the project.

Most of the big-ticket items
for the project remain the
same, including upgrading the
heating, ventilation and cool-
ing system controls; replacing
pool treatment equipment, the
dehumidification unit and the
roof; updating food service
equipment, utilities and floor-
ing; rehabilitating the grand-
stand at Harold E. Schutz
Memorial Stadium; and replac-
ing the building’s main electri-
cal service panel.

The most significant change
to the project discussed Mon-
day involves a change in loca-
tion of the tennis courts.

place, as had previously been
discussed, plans are now to
construct new courts at the
northwest corner of the driv-
ing range parking lot. Bohlen-
der explained that constructing
new courts, whether in place or
a different location, provides
the longest life. Board mem-
bers had also previously indi-
cated that it would be benefi-
cial to move the courts away
from the softball field to
improve safety.

Also part of the proposed
project are the following items:

*Reconstructing the track at
Harold E. Schutz Memorial
Stadium

*Modernizing the band and
choir areas

*Replacing water mains,
making sidewalk repairs and
paving parking lots (as funding

repair cracks and replacing
exterior wall panels

*Repairing the greenhouse
roof

-Expanding the wrestling
practice area

*Replacing stage curtains in
auditorium and installing
Americans with Disabilities
Act compliant handrails in
adjacent hallways

«Converting the TV studio
into instructional space

-Making security and tech-
nology updates

*Replacing baseball dugouts

The updated overall cost of
the project of $17.44 million
breaks down to $5.3 million in
mechanical upgrades, $3.47
million for outdoor athletics,
$2.44 million in functional
improvements, $2.12 million for
electrical service and $1.8 mil-
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Diploma day

Diplomas sit stacked on a table Sunday early in the
commencement ceremony at Jay County High School. This year marked
the 50th graduating class of the school that opened in 1975.

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

The three elected mem-
bers of the Indiana Uni-
versity Board of Trustees
have been removed by Gov.
Mike Braun — roughly a
month after indicating he
wouldn’t. The governor
instead on Monday tapped
three new members — two
notable conservatives —
along with reappointing a
sitting trustee.

“I am confident that
these appointees, who are
all Indiana University
alumni, will serve in the
best interest of the univer-

Deaths Weather

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of 81 degrees Monday.

Donald Cooke Sr., 77, Port-
land

Peter Schwartz, 76, rural
Geneva

Arlyn
Berne

Details on page 2.

Hendricks, 73,

The low was 42.

Expect hazy skies Wednes-
day followed by mostly sunny
conditions with winds gusting
to 30 mph and a high in the mid
80s. There is a 50% chance of
rain.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

In review

Jay County Public Library
and Jay Community Center
are partnering to host Jump
Rope Warrior Shows at 3:30
and 5:30 p.m. Thursday, June
5, at the community center.
The show will feature David
Fisher, who holds the Guin-
ness World Record for most
“rump jumps” in one minute
at 56.

Governor previously
indicated he would not
remove elected members

sity and will help guide IU
back in the right direction
as a premier flagship uni-
versity in our state,”
Braun said in a statement.

The new members
include Sage Steele, a
sports anchor known for
controversial comments
on race and vaccines;
James Bopp, Jr., an anti-
abortion attorney; and
Brian Eagle, an Indianapo-
lis estate attorney.

Eagle will serve until
2027 while Steele and Bopp
have terms that go until
2028.

Bopp held a high-rank-
ing position on the non-

Coming up

Braun replaces trustees

profit working alongside
Braun’s campaign team.
He also penned a letter
warning about the “seri-
ous threat” now-Lt. Gow.
Micah Beckwith posed to
Braun’s candidacy.

W. Quinn Buckner cur-
rently sits on the board as
its chair and had his term
extended by one year to
2026 by Braun.

“I'm grateful for the
opportunity to continue
serving my alma mater,
which has given me so
much,” Buckner said in a
statement from Indiana
University. “As chair, I wel-
come my new colleagues to
the board and am excited
to collaborate as a team to
continue propelling IU to
new heights.”

A recent change to the
law governing the board
explicitly prohibits board
members from serving a
fourth term and Buckner
has already served three.

See Trustees page 2
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Thursday — Results from
Fort Recovery’s baseball region-
al semifinal game.

Saturday — Coverage of
this week’s Portland Board of
Works meeting.
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Obituaries

Donald Cooke

Aug. 27, 1947-May 31, 2025

Donald Cooke Sr. age 77, a res-
ident of Portland, passed away
Saturday, May 31, 2025, at Silver
Birch Assisted Living in
Muncie.

Donald was born Aug. 27, 1947,
in Southampton, Virginia, the
son of Charlie and Lizzie Mae
(Bradshaw) Cooke. He served as
a medic with the U.S. Army and
helped organize and worked for
Jay Emergency Medical Service.
He worked for Strick Corpora-
tion and owned and operated
Lockbusters in Portland. Don

was a Scoutmas-
ter for Boy Scout
Troop 206. He was
a member of West
Walnut Church of
Christ in Port-
land, Morning
Breakfast Opti-
mist Club and
Trinity  United
Methodist in Portland.

Donald Married Janice Valen-
tine on Jan. 16, 1982.

Survivors include:

His wife — Janice Cooke, Port-
land

Two sons — Don Cooke II
(wife: Trinda) - Portland, and

CR almanac

Michael Cooke (wife: Stashia),
Portland

One daughter — Renita Har-
ris, Frankfort

One brother — Glenn Cooke
(wife: Paulette), Windsor, Vir-
ginia

Seventeen grandchildren and
11 great-grandchildren

Donald was preceded in
death by a daughter Christina
Starr and 7 brothers.

Visitation will be held
Wednesday from 1 to 7 p.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Pen-
rod Funeral Home in Portland
and 9 to 10 a.m. on Thursday at
West Walnut Church of Christ.

Step ...

Funeral services will be held
Thursday at 10 a.m. at West
Walnut Church of Christ in
Portland. Burial will follow at
Green Park Cemetery in Port-
land. Military honors will be
conducted by the Portland
American Legion Post #211.
Memorials may be directed
to West Walnut Church of

Christ.

Condolences may be
expressed at williamson-
spencer.com.

Peter E. Schwartz, Geneva, July
26, 1948-June 2, 2025. Services
will be at 8:30 a.m. Friday at the

Schwartz residence, 677 Covered
Bridge Road, Geneva.

Arlyn K. Hendricks, Berne, a rela-
tive of Geneva residents, July 30,
1951-June 2, 2025. A private service
was held today at Westlawn Ceme-
tery.

The Commercial Review pub-
lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
6/5 6/6 6/7 6/8 6/9
A - 4
77/64 | 76/60 | 75/58 | 78/60 | 75/56
There’s a Friday's Saturday Another Monday's
70% chance | forecast also | looks to be | day of mostly | forecast
of  thunder-| calls for rain | mostly sunny | sunny skies. | shows a 50%
storms. The |with a 70%|with a slight | There’s also a | chance  of
high may be in | chance of | chance of rain. | small chance | thunder-
the upper | showers. of showers. storms under
70s. mostly sunny
skies.

Lotteries

Powerball
Monday
1-7-44-57-61
Power Ball: 21
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot: $30
million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:
$202 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 7-8-4
Daily Four: 6-6-8-7
Quick Draw: 2-9-17-19-

Daily Four: 8-3-2-1

Quick Draw: 1-2-8-16-
25-27-32-33-34-35-36-40-48-
58-60-65-69-73-76-80

Cash 5: 1-8-22-27-43

Estimated jackpot:
$115,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 0-7-5
Pick 4: 9-0-7-1
Pick 5: 1-1-1-2-5
Evening
Pick 3: 3-4-4
Pick 4: 0-4-5-7
Pick 5: 5-8-0-7-1

Portland

24-26-29-32-39-42-48-49-51- Rolling Cash: 3-4-23-27-
56-61-62-71-73-77-80 32
Evening Estimated jackpot:
Daily Three: 1-9-5 $140,000
Cooper Farms July beans.............. 10.35
Fort Recovery Wheat ..., 495
COrNueeeeeiiiiieeeennen, 4.65
July corn.................. 467 ADM .
Oct. corn ......venee.. 410 Montpelier
Colrn .......................... 4.51
: s July corn.................. 4.53
POET Biorefining Beans......cooeeuunnnns 10.57

eclipse occurred in
China.

In 1783, original devel-
opers of the hot-air bal-
loon, Joseph and Jacques
Montgolfier, made their
first unmanned, public
hotair balloon flight. The
trip lasted 10 minutes
and covered just over one
mile.

In 1838, Canadians
played first “baseball-
type” game at Beachville,
Upper Canada.

In 1917, a Pulitzer
Prize was awarded to its
first recipient. The acco-
lade was established
using dollars publisher
Joseph Pulitzer left to
Columbia University.

In 1919, Congress

July beans ... ....10.51

Corn...veeveeieeciene, 4.67
JULY GOt 470 Wheat ......cccveeuneee. 495
Oct. corn ......cccueenee. 423  Heartland
The Andersons ggmAnthony ......... 4.62
Richland Township  july corn................. 4.67
Corn ...veevvereeiene, 4.55 Beans.........c.oo.... 10.30
July corn.................. 4.40 July beans................ 9.63
Beans.........ccueeene.e. 10.55 Wheat ..o 4.85
Today in history

In 781 B.C., a solar approved the 19th amend-

ment, granting women
the right to vote. It was
ratified more than a year
later on Aug. 19, 1920.

In 1940, More than
300,000 Allied soldiers
withdrew from Dunkirk,
France, as the result of a
large rescue effort during
World War II.

In 1984, Bruce Spring-
steen released his most
successful album, “Born
inthe US.A”

In 1972, the Portland
Rockets picked up their
first win of the season, 8-
5 over the Dunkirk Wat-
sons. Mike Medler went
the distance for the Rock-
ets, striking out 13 bat-
ters.

— The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Thursday

4 pm. Portland
Board of Works, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Plan Commission, Com-
munity Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian St., Port-
land.

Monday

9 am. — Jay County
Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

3:45 p.m. — Jay County
Election Board, voting
room, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

4 pm. — Jay County
Public Library Board of
Trustees, community
room, library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland.

6:30 p.m. — Jay County
Country Living Advisory
Board, living facility, 1194
E. 200 North, Portland.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

Continued from page 1

Gulley pointed to previ-
ous projects while also say-
ing the corporation’s build-
ings need some attention to
keep them viable for the
long term.

“We’ve done the best we
can,” he said. “But they
have needs. There is a need
here.”

Lindsay Simonetto of
accounting and consulting
firm Baker Tilly again
reviewed details regarding
bonding, noting that debt
service payments from pre-
vious projects step down in
2027 and ’28. The remaining
existing debt service would
be fully repaid in 2032.

“That creates an oppor-
tunity to address future
projects that you may
need while ... eliminating
an increase to the debt
service tax levy to fund
those annual debt service
payments, which is the
case for this project we’'re
talking about tonight,”
she said, noting a capaci-
ty of $18.285 million.

Following the hearing
at the June 16 meeting, a
public hearing on an
amendment to lease
would be held on July 21.

“If it gets through all
of that, then you get into
the design phase of this
and it becomes a synchro-

Trustees ...

Continued from page 1
The Indiana Capital Chronicle sent
a follow-up question to the governor’s
office asking about the reasoning for
extending Buckner’s role with the

university.

The university also included a
statement from IU President Pamela

Whitten:

“Ilook forward to working with our
new trustees, who join the board at a
pivotal time of positive momentum
for IU. Each has a deep love for IU and
shares our vision for putting students
advancing groundbreaking
research and serving our state.”

Lawmakers slipped language in
must-pass legislation at the eleventh
hour of the legislative session with
no public comment that gave Braun

first,

SERVICES

Thursday

Cooke, Donald: 10 a.m,
West Walnut Church of Christ,
204 W.Walnut St., Portland.

Will, John: 10:30 a.m., St. Paul
Catholic Church,517 Meiring
Road, Fort Recovery.

Shively, Joyce: I | am,WH.
Dick & Sons — Hellwarth Funer-
al Home, 218 W. Market St., Celi-
na, Ohio.

Friday
Schwartz, Peter: 8:30 a.m,,
Schwartz residence, 677 Cov-
ered Bridge Road, Geneva.

Saturday
Masters, Bret: |1
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

a.m.,

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

G A
i e
I'M
’ —

ets.

Spears

er site.

Felony
arrests

Domestic battery

Two Indiana residents
were arrested Monday for
domestic battery.

Carl Z. Swallow, 35, 306
N. Sycamore St., Gaston, is
charged in Jay Superior
Court with a Level 6
felony. He was being held
in Jay County Jail on a
$5,000 bond.

Teresa L. Elmore, 42, 80
N. Sycamore St., Redkey,
was preliminarily charged
with a Level 5 felony. She
was being held on a
$10,000 bond in Jay Coun-
ty Jail.

Drug possession

A Muncie woman was
arrested Monday for drug
possession.

Danica M. Myers, 18, 222
W. Centennial Ave., is
charged in Jay Superior
Court with a Level 6 felony
for possession of a narcot-
ic drug and a Class C mis-
demeanor for possession
of paraphernalia.

She was released from
Jay County Jail on a $3,000
bond.

Muncie |

Made in | l

Mattress Sets starting
at $399

Affordably priced everyday!

Making quality
mattresses for over
69 years

Ja,

1815 N Granville Ave, Muncie

765-747-8103

Open M-F 9:00a-5:30p;
Saturdays 10:00a-3:00p
www.holderbedding.net

full control of the institution’s Board
of Trustees. Every other public uni-
versity gives alumni direct or indi-
rect input into their oversight body,
which sets tuition rates and controls
campus projects and approves budg-

The profiles of the three members
elected by alumni — Vivian Winston,
Jill Maurer Burnett and Donna
disappeared
IU’s Board of Trustees site and now
appear as former members on anoth-

Indiana Public Media confirmed
the departure of Winston and Bur-
nett, who each received one-sentence
letters from Braun dated for May 31.
Additionally, the story noted that
Winston, a frequent critic of Whitten,

nization of the project to
make it as least disrup-
tive as we can,” said Gul-
ley.

The timeline calls for
eight months to design
the project, with comple-
tion planned for March
30, 2026. Bid opening
would be held a month
later, with the board to
potentially award the
project to a contractor at
the board’s May 2026
meeting.

In other business, the
board:

*Approved the hiring
of Nadia Hardman as a
fifth grade teacher at
Bloomfield Elementary

School, Angela Clevenger
as a fourth grade teacher
at Redkey Elementary
School and Megan Hunts-
man as a music teacher
and technology instruc-
tor at West Jay and Red-
key elementary schools.

«Approved retirements
for instructional assis-
tant Betty Harris and
reading recovery teacher
Tracy Christman.

«Accepted several resig-
nations, including from
junior high English teacher
Kimberly Andrews, high
school physical education
teacher Grant Zgunda and
Redkey third grade teacher
Katrina Gibson.

had just one more board meeting
before her term ended.

An IU alum planning to run for an
open position filed a lawsuit last
month, challenging the law for sin-
gling out only one public institution.

The American Civil Liberties Union

tiff.

from

of Indiana is representing the plain-

At a press conference marking his
first 100 days in office, a reporter
directly asked if Braun would prema-
turely end the terms of the three

members.

“No, I haven’t thought about any-
thing other than ... you can’t imagine
the number of people that are inter-
ested in being a trustee at IU,” Braun
said. “I don’t think their terms are
that far away from expiring.”
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Fort Recovery High School
seniors received a variety of
awards and scholarships at
the end of the school year.

Kennedy Muhlenkamp
earned the title of valedicto-
rian, and Anna Roessner
received the salutatorian
title. Gavin Evers and Joelle
Kaup received the Boys Ath-
letic Key and Girls Athletic
Key, respectively, for athletic
participation. Activity Keys
— they’re awarded based on a
point system to determine
the most active boy and girl
in the senior class — were
awarded to Zach Schoenlein
and Ava Englehardt.

Scholarships and other
awards were presented as fol-
lows:

Jordyn Aisenbrey
*Thanks to Our Yanks Mili-
tary Grant
«Braun Military Enlist-
ment Grant

Drew Backs

+Wabash Mutual

«Midwest Electric

«Midmark Foundation

FR Chamber of Com-
merce/Merchants Associa-
tion

*WSU Green & Gold

*Wright Start

«Jordan Moller

«Cargill Agriculture

*R&C Sharp Estate

«FR Alumni Assn.

«Carl & Margaret Althoff
Memorial

«Arnold & Eugenia Beumer

*Travis Fullenkamp Memo-

rial

«Walter & Kathleen Hem-
melgarn

«Linus & Juletta Huel-
skamp

«Virginia  Baker-Franke
Music

«Dr. James Vaughn Memo-
rial

+WoW Super Raffle

Alivia Bergman

«Cooper Farms

«Coldwater Young Farmers
Assn

+FRHS Vocational

Layla Bihn
*WSU Green & Gold
«Cooper Farms
*WOEF Precision Strip
«John and Doris Cheese-
man Endowed

Tucker Brockman
«Cooper Farms

Kaleb Coleman
*Tri Star Skills Grant

Saidy DeRoo
*Tiffin Merit
*Tiffin Athletic (Bowling)
«Jeff Reynolds Memorial
«Coldwater K of C (track)

Mason Diller
*Trine Distinguished
*Tuition Incentive Grant
<Allen Engineering
Scholastic Award
*Trine Opportunity Award
«Park National Bank
+Cy LeFevre Memorial
*Tri Star Skills Grant
*HAAS Foundation

Amber Dirksen

«Fort Recovery Alumni
Association

*Wright Start

‘WOEF R&C Sharp Estate
Scholar

Kassidy Dues

*WSU Green & Gold

*WOEF Academic Excel-
lence

*WOEF Rockford FOE HS

«Cooper Farms

«Carl & Margaret Althoff
Memorial

«Staugler-Cooper

Ava Englehardt
«Park National Bank

FR graduates earn awards

Evan Evers

FR Chamber of Com-
merce/Merchant’s Assn.

*Cooper Farms

«Blessed Pier Giorgio Fras-
sati Leadership Award

«Ball State Provost

«Jeff Reynolds Memorial

«Psi Iota Xi Sorority

«Carl & Margaret Althoff
Memorial

Gavin Evers
*WSU Green & Gold
*WOEF Wayne Trail
«Rachel “Ruu” Brackman
*Norb Metzger Memorial
*Verla Marie Gagle Helping
Hand
*WoW Super Raffle
*Tri Star Skills Grant
*Tri Star Eternal

Marlee Fiely
<USF Catholic
*USF Trustees
*Women’s

Country
*USF Merit
*Assisi Discipleship and

Leadership
«Stella Maris Grant
«Jeff Reynolds Memorial
«Joe S. Meiring
«Fort Recovery Education

Association

Track/Cross

Jacob Foote
*WoW Super Raffle
*Cooper Farms
Linus & Juletta Huel-
skamp

Ava Grisez

*Thompson Working Fami-
lies

«University
Freshman

«Cleveland Bakers’ Local
19, CER Fund

«Joe S. Meiring

*Mary Alice Bruns

Academic

Additional scholarship and
award recipients will be pub-
lished at a later date.

Community Calendar

Couple suffering
loss of grandchild

DEAR ABBY: We recently suf-
fered the loss of our first grand-
child. She was only 24 and
taken far too soon. My partner
and I are working through our
grief, which is challenging as
we are in different stages. He
also struggles with multiple
mental health issues. They
make things even more diffi-
cult, as I need to help him
through some outbursts while I
am feeling crushed by this
tragedy. Counseling will likely
happen in the near future.

My issue right now is that my
daughter and I have chosen to
get memorial jewelry. In my
case, it will be a small raindrop
pendant that will hold some of
my granddaughter’s ashes. I
told my partner I was doing
this, as surprises don’t go over
well with him and it’s best to
give him a lot of warning. He
now has concerns that if I wear
the necklace, it will continually
remind him of the loss.

I want to keep my grand-
daughter as close to my heart
as I can. I’'m not sure I can com-
promise on this, short of wear-
ing it only when he’s not
around. But he is retired, and I
mostly work from home, so he’s
around all the time. I don’t
want to continually upset him
by reminding him, so I am at a
loss. Any advice would be
greatly appreciated. —
REMEMBERING IN CANADA

DEAR REMEMBERING:
Please accept my sympathy
for the untimely loss of your
granddaughter. Clearly, you
are dealing with a lot right
now. The fact that your part-
ner suffers from mental ill-
ness only adds to it. That you
want to keep some part of
your granddaughter close to
you is understandable. How-
ever, if seeing you wearing
the raindrop pendant would
set him back, consider hav-
ing it made but not wearing

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email & Gloria Muselman Well- meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m. have lost a baby through
news@thecr.com. ness Pavilion in Berne. For each Wednesday at Redkey miscarriage, birth or ill-
more information, call United Methodist Church, ness will meet from 7 to 9

Wednesday Sarah Conrad at (260) 589- 122 W. Main St. Come early p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-

WEDNESDAY MORN- 4496. for a meal. For more infor- dolph Hospital, Winchester,
ING BREAKFAST CLUB—  COMMUNITY  REIN- mation, call Pastor Randy in community room 1. Get your FREE
Will meet at 8 am. in the FORCEMENT AND FAMI- Davis at (765) 369-2085. . .
east room of Richards LY TRAINING — A non- Friday |nf0rmatI0n K|t
Restaurant. All women are ~confrontational, evidence- Thursday PAST RECOVERY SERV- Ask about the Premier Plan -

invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

SINGLES AND SEPA-
RATES SUPPORT GROUP
— For anyone who’s lost a
loved one or has a spouse
living in long-term care or
suffering from an illness,

the group will meet at 2
p.m. the first Wednesday of
each month in the Arthur

based intervention for help-
ing families affected by
addiction meets at 4 p.m.
each Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

AL-ANON
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-

ANNAS

FAMILY
Health

Sudoku

based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions, will

SMART RECOVERY — A
group for those struggling
with addiction that focuses
on motivation, coping with
cravings,
thoughts,
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU

Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen

Thursday of the month at
Portland Lions Civic Cen-
ter, 307 W. 100 North. The
meal will be served at 6:30
pm. and the meeting will
begin at 7 p.m.

HOPE — A faith-

managing
feelings and

Jay Outpatient 3259.

589-3173.

at (260) 251-8792.
PORTLAND LIONS Cafe in Portland.
CLUB — Will meet the first

Saturday

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition office at
100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. To learn more infor-
mation, please call (260) 251-

SOFT SHOULDERS — A
support group for anyone
suffering from memory
loss, will meet at 10:30 a.m.
the first Friday of each
month in the Fireplace
Room at Edelweiss Place at
Swiss Village in Berne. For
more information, call (260)

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will hold its
next meeting at noon Fri-
day, June 6, at Harmony

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland.

6347-0125
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1-844-244-7025
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it until he’s further along in
the grieving process. I hope
he receives his much-needed
counseling soon.

DEAR ABBY: I have many
reasons not to trust my hus-
band. We have been together
going on six years, married for
3 1/2 of them. I recently found
out he texted his ex-live-in girl-
friend to wish her “Happy
Birthday.” When I asked him
why, he said he always has done
this. I don’t understand the
need. They don’t keep in touch
otherwise as far as I know. He
never deletes old messages, so
there’s usually a trail and there
really isn’t one with her.

He got mad at me (as usual)
and couldn’t understand my
point of view. I also know he
has consulted a lawyer in the
last few months to inquire
about how our things would be
divided in a case of divorce.
Should I be concerned? Isn’t it
disrespectful for him to text his
ex? — CONFLICTED IN
MAINE

DEAR CONFLICTED: You
have focused on the wrong
problem. Rather than fight
with your husband because
he sent a former girlfriend
birthday wishes, you should
be HYPER-concerned about
why he has been consulting
a divorce lawyer. (!!) I don’t
know how emotionally dis-
tanced the two of you have
become, but from where I
sit, it’s time to enlist the aid
of a marriage and family
counselor.

DENTAL

Insurance

Great coverage for retirees.
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Cluelessness is widespread issue

Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from June 2, 2005.
Jack and his family noticed a
characteristic of many of the folks
they ran into during their frequent
trips to a festival in Canada.
Turns out, it wasn’t just limited to
the crowd at Stratford.

By JACK RONALD

The Commercial Review

You've probably heard of the
“Stockholm Syndrome.”

That’s a psychological effect
which occurs when people who
have been taken hostage start to
identify with and side with the
very people who took them
hostage.

At our house, we keep track of
the “Stratford Syndrome.”

Ithink Sally’s the one who gave
it that name, but all of us have
recognized it.

For 15 years now, our family
has intermittently made the trek
north to Stratford, Ontario, for its
theater festival.

More trade school
$ is welcome idea

Back in
the Saddle

The Shakespeare performanc-
es are world-class, and all of the
productions are first-rate.

We don’t go every year. It’s a
seven-hour drive from Jay Coun-
ty to Stratford. But we’ve made
nine to 10 trips over the years.

And in those trips, we’ve
encountered the “Stratford Syn-
drome.”

Stratford, as a place, is particu-
larly well-suited to this particu-
lar quirk of human nature.

It’s a pretty ordinary small
city, with a population of about
30,000. Its flat landscape is remi-
niscent of Indiana, and its farm-

ing-and-manufacturing economy
is familiar as well. But it’s a dif-
ferent country at the same time,
with different currency, Celsius
instead of Fahrenheit on the
thermometer and an accent all
its own.

So, to an American visitor, it
can sometimes have a dream-like
quality, simultaneously familiar
and unfamiliar.

Add to that the fact that Strat-
ford attracts large numbers of
tour groups from two different
but oddly similar segments of
the population: Students and
retirees.

Their differences are obvious,
but they also represent the two
most self-absorbed demographic
groups imaginable.

What does that have to do with
the “Stratford Syndrome”?

Everything.

Those who are afflicted are in
their own little world, but at the
same time they are in a crowd.

And their own little world
can literally get in the way.

How do you spot a person
beset by the “Stratford Syn-
drome”?

Easy.

They’re the folks who step
out of the exit and immediately
stop, oblivious to the fact that
hundreds of people behind
them are also trying to exit.

They’re the ones who decide
the best place to wait for their
friends is in the middle of the
doorway.

They’re the ones whose first
movement at intermission is
into the aisle, where they then
stop to collect their thoughts
while others wait.

To be fair, of course, this
isn’t limited to Stratford.

Nor is it limited to students
and retirees — though I'd swear
they suffer in greater numbers.

You’ve seen the same behav-
ior yourself even if you've

never been to Stratford and
can’t imagine going there.

You've seen it at the top of
the escalator — or the bottom
— during the rush of Christ-
mas shopping, when someone
decides that’s the perfect place
to hold a conference about
Grandpa’s sweater size.

You've seen it in the bleach-
ers of high school basketball
games, when excited fans have
stood up — and remained
standing long after the excite-
ment has passed — blocking
the view of the folks behind
them.

You've seen it at concession
stands when the line is sudden-
ly invisible, even though you’ve
been waiting five minutes.

Maybe “Stratford Syndrome”
is an unfair name.

Stockholm gets a bad rap
from “Stockholm Syndrome.”

Let’s just call it what it is:
Cluelessness.

The Detroit News
Tribune News Service

President Donald
Trump is threatening to
strip Harvard of $3 billion
in critical research dollars
and redirect the money to
trade schools unless the
university complies with
his executive orders deal-
ing with campus policies
and practices.

It’s a bully tactic that
puts at risk both scientific
progress and free speech,
and one the the president
should end. But the second
part of his threat, to shift
more federal grant money
to trade schools through-
out the country, is a solid
idea, and one that could be
implemented without
weakening the nation’s
leadership position in sci-
ence and research.

Just as the nation needs
scientists and doctors, it
needs carpenters, techni-
cians, truck drivers, high-
tech manufacturing work-
ers and medical support
staff. The bloated federal
education budget could be
easily cut to create funding
to support both priorities.

The skilled labor market
in the United States is fac-
ing incredible pressure,
and Michigan is ground
zero for the crisis. There
are roughly 725,000 job
openings for skilled trades-
men in the United States,
according to the Bureau of
Labor Statistics. That num-
ber has remained consis-
tent since the disruption of
the pandemic.

The scarcity of trained
workers has heightened
the competition for talent.
The sectors’ average wages
have increased by more
than 20% since the first
quarter of 2020, according
to a 2024 McKinsey &
Co. report.

An aging workforce is
adding to the shortage. By
2027, the ratio of post-work-
ing-age individuals to those
of working age will have
risen by about 75% —t0 3.5
individuals out of every 10
people from 2 out of every
10.

In Michigan, businesses
need highly skilled work-
ers in nearly every indus-
try, from agriculture to con-
struction, but particularly
in manufacturing. There is
an enormous dearth of tal-
ent to fill critical positions
in the state’s key indus-
tries. Skilled trades are
expected to account for
47,000 annual job openings
ayear in Michigan through
2028, according to
the Michigan Department
of Labor and Economic
Opportunity.

And yet Michigan’s

Guest
Editorial

Just as the
nation needs
scientists
and doctors,
it needs
carpenters,
technicians,
truck drivers,
high-tech
manufacturing
workers and
medical

support staff.
The bloated

Jederal
education
budget could
be easily cut
to create
Junding to
support both
priorities.

unemployment rate is the
second-highest in the
nation at 5.5% — up from
4.2% year-over-year.
Clearly there is a mis-
match between the indi-
viduals in the workforce
and the type of skilled
workers so many busi-
nesses need — particular-
ly in Michigan.

Both the state and the
nation must rapidly train
skilled workers. Bolster-
ing trade schools, commu-
nity colleges and appren-
ticeships will help
achieve the goal.

Meeting this urgent
need shouldn’t get caught
up in Trump’s petty war
with Harvard and other
universities.

To keep pace with other
nations in an increasing-
ly competitive world econ-
omy, the U.S. must aggres-
sively fund both the quest
for scientific  break-
throughs and the training
of workers to build the
laboratories where they
are hatched.

There are alternatives to animal testing

By F.D. FLAM
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

There’s one area of surprising
agreement in the often adversarial
relationship between conservatives
and the scientific community: the
need to phase out animal testing in

biomedical research.

The new leaders of both
the National Institutes of Health and
the Food and Drug

Administration have said they plan to
reduce their use in federally funded
research, continuing an effort started
in the Biden administration.

Technology is helping bring about
change with advances that allow sci-
entists to create structures from
human cells that can mimic our
organs. In some contexts, those cells
work better for studying diseases and
drug side effects than traditional
experiments that lead to the deaths of
millions of rodents, dogs and pri-
mates every year.

The primary argument for using
animals in research has been their
biological similarity to humans,
which allows scientists to observe dis-
eases and treatments that are not eas-
ily replicated with other methods.
Animal safety testing is sometimes
required before human trials can
begin.

Traditional opponents of such test-
ing have been animal rights activists
and others whom critics have some-
times labeled as anti-science. But
raising ethical concerns about such
research isn’'t anti-science. In fact,
failing to acknowledge them ignores
what science has shown us about ani-
mals’ emotional complexity, includ-
ing altruism among rodents and evi-
dence that they are sentient and expe-
rience pain, suffering and fear just as
we do.

We have an ethical imperative to
find alternatives.

“If you read through the animal
ethics literature, half the citations
are to science articles about the struc-
ture of animals’ brains,”
said Jonathan Kimmelman, a profes-

ED.
Flam

.

sor of biomedical ethics at McGill
University,. We don’t allow experi-
ments on prison inmates, for exam-
ple, even if it would benefit science.

Kimmelman said there’s evidence
that some alternatives maintain or
even improve the quality of research
and save money.

There’s still much work to be done
to ensure the alternatives work as
well as the traditional methods. Then,
more research is needed to standard-
ize and scale them for widespread
use. Two of the more promising
approaches involve tools known as
“organs-on-a-chip” and organoids.

Organs-on-a-chip are miniature
devices that use human cells to
mimic organs. Harvard bioengi-
neer Donald Ingber and his col-
leagues demonstrated that cells con-
figured into a liver-on-a-chip, for
example, were far better than lab
mice in predicting the toxicity of a
variety of drugs.

Ingber said these chips are so
named because the first ones bor-
rowed miniaturization techniques
from the computer chip industry. He
is also developing them for the lungs,
intestines, lymph nodes and women’s
reproductive organs. They can also
be modeled to represent infections
and tumors — even rare diseases, he
said. In 2014, he founded the
biotech Emulate Inc. to scale up the
technology:

Ingber, founding director of Har-
vard’s Wyss Institute, said he was
ordered to stop work on several proj-
ects soon after the Trump adminis-
tration escalated its attacks on the
university for refusing to cede to the
president’s demands. He had grants
from NASA and the Biomedical

Advanced Research and Development
Authority to use the chips to study
the health effects of radiation on
organs. “We were making great
progress” before the stop work orders
came in, he said.

Lena Smirnova, an assistant pro-
fessor in engineering and public
health at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health, is using
human cells configured into struc-
tures called organoids. Scientists
start with stem cells — usually adult
cells that are programmed to revert to
an embryonic stage. The cells are
prompted to develop into organs.
“Even if it’s not an entire organism,
they will still better recapitulate cer-
tain aspects of human physiology
than animals will do,” Smirnova said.

Her lab focuses on the development
of brain organoids, which can be cre-
ated from cells obtained from healthy
individuals or those with autism,
Alzheimer’s disease, or other condi-
tions. They can mimic not just brain
cells but aspects of brain architec-
ture. They’re even figuring out how to
simulate learning and memory by
using electrical stimulation of the
organoids and reading their EEG pat-
terns.

She’s using the technology to
answer questions about the effects of
pesticides, flame retardants, lead and
other heavy metals and environmen-
tal hazards on brain development.

Kimmelman, the ethicist, said he
thinks the broad agreement on the
need to reduce animal testing is simi-
lar to the moral evolution that turned
workplace sexual harassment from
something that was mostly tolerated
to unacceptable. As long as this evolu-
tion happens gradually and society
commits to developing alternatives,
the change could eventually improve
the quality of science. However,
research and development require
funding, and now is the time for
increased support for science, not
less.

Flam is a Bloomberg Opinion
columnist covering science.
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Court declmes gun case

By DAVID G. SAVAGE
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — A closely
divided Supreme Court
refused Monday to hear a 2nd
Amendment challenge to the
bans on semi-automatic rifles
in Maryland, California and
eight other blue states.

Gun rights advocates say
these AR-15s are owned by
millions of Americans, and
they argue the 2nd Amend-
ment protects weapons that
are “in common use by law-
abiding citizens.”

But they fell one vote short
of winning a hearing on the
question before the Supreme
Court.

Three conservatives — Jus-
tices Clarence Thomas,
Samuel A. Alito and Neil M.
Gorsuch — voted to hear the
2nd Amendment challenge.

But Justice Brett M.
Kavanaugh refused for now to
cast the key fourth vote. He
called the lower court ruling
upholding Maryland’s ban
“questionable,” but agreed
with the majority in turning
down the appeal for now.

“In my view, this court
should and presumably will
address the AR-15 issue soon,
in the next Term or two,”
Kavanaugh said.

The closely watched appeal
had been pending since
December, and the outcome
suggests that the majority,
including Chief Justice John
G. Roberts, is not ready to
strike down state laws that
restrict semi-automatic guns.

Monday'’s no-comment
orders let stand laws in Mary-
land and Rhode Island that
forbid the sale or possession

of “assault weapons” and
large-capacity magazines.
California adopted the

nation’s first ban on assault
weapons in 1989. Since then,
Connecticut, Delaware,
Hawaii, Illinois, Massachu-
setts, New Jersey, New York
and Washington have enacted
similar laws, all of which
would have been struck down
if Maryland’s law were ruled
unconstitutional.

' ibune News Service/Los Angeles Times/Barbara Davidson

Gunsmith, Frank Cobet, of the Get Loaded gun store in Chino, California, shows a
customer an AR-15 rifle on Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2015. The FBI struggles to complete hundreds
of gun background checks each year because of a deadline that requires it to purge them
from its computers, according to data.

Lawmakers in California
and nine other Democratic-led
states say these rapid-fire
weapons are especially dan-
gerous and not needed for self-
defense.

Maryland said its ban
applies to “certain highly dan-
gerous, military-style assault
weapons of the sort used in a
series of highly publicized
mass shootings.”

The case tested the reach of
the 2nd Amendment and its
“right to keep and bear arms.”

For more than a decade, the
justices have turned away
gun-rights appeals that chal-
lenged local or state bans on
assault weapons.

In 2008, the court ruled for
the first time that the 2nd

Amendment protects an indi-
vidual right to self-defense,
but its constitutional rulings
since then have been modest
in their impact.

The justices struck down
city ordinances in Washington
and Chicago laws that prohib-
ited private possession of
handguns, and they ruled
states may not deny law-abid-
ing citizens a permit to carry
a concealed weapon.

In opinion polls, most Amer-
icans are opposed to a ban on
handgun possession but they
support a ban on semi-auto-
matic assault rifles.

Maryland passed its ban on
“assault weapons” after the
mass shooting at the Sandy
Hook Elementary School in

2012, where 20 children and
six school employees were
killed.

The law was upheld last
year in an opinion written by
a prominent conservative
judge.

Judge J. Harvie Wilkinson, a
Reagan appointee who was a
finalist for a Supreme Court
nomination in 2005, said the
AR-15, AK-47 and similar
rapid-fire rifles are not pro-
tected by the 2nd Amendment.

“They are military-style
weapons designed for sus-
tained combat operations that
are ill-suited and dispropor-
tionate to the need for self-
defense,” he wrote in a 9-5
decision by the 4th Circuit
Court of Appeals.

Levy ...

Continued from page 1

Diller noted a ballot
issue being pursued right
now that would eliminate
all real estate taxes in the
state of Ohio, which he
pointed out would not be
feasible without replace-
ment revenue, referencing
school and community
budgets.

Diller suggested council
not renew its other levies if
it were to pursue an income
tax levy. He said he’s look-
ing into whether the village
could repeal the other
levies.

Answering a question
from council member Luke
Knapke, Diller said the vil-
lage is the only community
in its surrounding area at a
1% income tax, with other
entities at 1.5% or higher.

Village council will need
to make a decision next
month and approve related
legislation by August.
Diller asked council if they
would like him to look into
more details about pursu-
ing an income tax levy.

Council member CIiff
Wendel said he felt like the
village should at least
learn more about it.

“I would say we’ve got to
hear more, at least under-
stand more about the
whole situation, and how it
impacts the Fort Recovery
residents that we have,” he
said.

“From my perspective,
nobody here at the table
probably wants to increase
it, but the fact that every-
body else is 1.5% or higher,
or at least the majority ...

we have to seriously enter-
tain it and do our due dili-
gence on that,” Wendel
added.

Diller said he would look
into details for council to
discuss in July.

Council also approved a
$499,201.71 bill from Tom’s
Construction for Butler
Street reconstruction
work. Diller explained the
project is mostly finished
with the exception of traf-
fic signals, which won’t
arrive until early August.
There are temporary stop
signs set up at the intersec-
tion of Butler and Wayne
streets in the interim.

Also Monday, council
approved a $406,103.85 bill
from Caldwell Tanks for
work completed on the sec-
ond water tower in the vil-

lage. Diller pointed out the
tower is nearly complete,
with electrical and other
final work to be completed
before it goes into service
by July.

.IIn other business, coun-
cil:

*Heard village represen-
tatives hosted a committee
meeting prior to council’s
meeting Monday to discuss
potentially enacting Com-
munity Reinvestment Area
tax exemptions. Diller
shared plans to look into
more information on the
matter, which  would
require village council’s
approval. According to
Ohio Department of Devel-
opment’s website, the Com-
munity Reinvestment Area
program is “an economic
development tool adminis-

tered by municipal and
county government that
provides real property tax
exemptions for property
owners who renovate exist-
ing or construct new build-
ings.”

«Approved its Mercer
County Solid Waste five-
year plan on a third read-
ing.

+OK’d paying a $4,851 bill
from PMG Consulting for
work completed on a water
plant study. Diller noted
final design work for the
project should be ready by
the end of the month.

*Were reminded Fort
Recovery Harvest Jubilee
is slated for June 13
through 15, starting with
the Taste of Fort Recovery
at 5 p.m. June 12 along
Wayne Street.

Russia,
Ukraine
agree
on swap

By HENRY MEYER
and OLESIA SAFRONOVA

Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Russia and Ukraine wra
pped up a second round of
talks in Istanbul that failed
to bring the two sides clos-
er to ending the war, but
laid the groundwork for a
new exchange of prison-
ers.

The Russian delegation
handed over peace propos-
als that include Kyiv sur-
rendering control of terri-
tory it still holds in four
partially occupied regions,
a Ukrainian official said.

Kyiv demanded an
unconditional truce, said
Ukrainian Defense Minis-
ter Rustem Umerov, the
country’s chief negotia-
tor. Russia in turn pro-
posed a ceasefire for two-
to-three days along certain
parts of the front to allow
the evacuation of war
dead, the head of the Russ-
ian delegation, presiden-
tial aide Vladimir Medin-
sky, said. Moscow also pre-
sented a two-part memo-
randum with conditions
for a permanent ceasefire
and peace agreement, he
said.

The two ex-Soviet neigh-
bors agreed to prepare for
anew exchange of all heav-
ily wounded POWSs, young
soldiers under 25 years of
age as well as 6,000 bod-
ies. Ukraine also suggested
another meeting later this
month.

The latest direct peace
talks in Istanbul lasted
only about an hour and
came a day after Kyiv
staged one of its boldest
aerial attacks inside Rus-
sia, destroying long-range
bombers and other air-
craft. The previous round
in mid-May in the Turkish
commercial capital ended
after nearly two hours
with no progress except for
a prisoner swap. Monday’s
meeting marks only the
second time the two war-
ring sides have held public
negotiations since the
early days of the conflict.

Prospects for peace
remain distant despite
months of high-profile
efforts by U.S. President
Donald Trump, who has
grown increasingly frus-
trated with the lack of
progress. Moscow has so
far resisted a U.S. proposal
for a 30-day ceasefire and
has laid out maximalist
demands to end its inva-
sion, now in its fourth year.
While Trump has threat-
ened to impose more sanc-
tions on Russia, he’s held
off on taking that step.

The Russian demands
stipulate neutral status
for Ukraine, with a 30-day
ceasefire starting from the
moment Ukrainian forces
withdraw from regions
that Russia claims as its
own, Interfax reported, cit-
ing the document.
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TWO 3x5 ads in The News-Gazette
ONE 3x5 ad in The News Times

«$300

Or run TWO 3x5 ads in the publication(s)
of your choice during May for:

The Commercial Review - $ 156
The News-Gazette - $ 1 45

The News Times —S 120
Call (260) 726-8141 or email ads@thecr.com

Ads must run in May.
Rates do not apply to special sections.
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“Ill take care of looking all around
here in front of the TV.”

OKAY, THIS 15 YOUR
FIRST FLIGHT AS A

CARRIER PIGEON

T WANT YoU TO FLY
FROM HERE TO

| THE COURTHOUSE /
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HERE'S SOME
MORE,BEETLE

U6H! T NEVER
WANT TO SEE
ANOTHER DIRTY

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,

Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Heating & Gooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more

FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Auts Sales & Sewice, Tne.
Highway 67 W,

Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

SORRY, HERE'S
SOME MORE,
BEETLE

pmicana, Ine Diaributed by King Features Syndicate,

Wendel's

A0\ Von Schrader Dry
| Foam Cleaning

W For Quick Drying,

Residential &

Green Seal® Commercial

Approved

Donna Wendel
Cell: 260-251-1077

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

NO PROBLEM.
KEEP EM
COMING

Bricker s [Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

MAY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC

¢ Life  Health
Employee Benefits
* Dental ¢ Vision

* Medicare
Supplements ¢
Annuities
MA'ET FRANKS
your hometown agent

(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street, Portland, IN

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
aA]
YKQ
40653
SAK Q03
WEST EAST
4109863 4Q742
v9752 vio64
*A +KI108
&854 #9072
SOUTH
aK S
YAJIB3
€J9742
] 6
The bidding:
North  East South  West
1 Pass 14 Pass
4NT Pass 5¢ Pass
(R ]

Opening lead — ten of spades.

There is an open case still on the
books at the local constabulary
pertaining to this deal where South
stole six diamonds but did not
appear Lo break any laws in the
process. It was a remarkable accom-
plishment, considering that South
was missing the A-K-10-8 of
trump!

There is, however, a simple expla-
nation. To begin with, South’s part-
ner in crimc was a gentleman
named Notth, who invariably over-
bid his values. Where most players
saw only a parlscorc in a given
hand, North would customarily bid

a pgame, and where most players
saw only & game, North would
often press on 1o a slam,

And that is exactly what hap-
pened in the present casc afler
South responded one diamond o
North’s opening one-club bid. The
next thing South knew, he was
playing in six diamonds after North
found out via Blackwood that
South had an ace.

Having partnered North on a
number of previous occasions,
South was no stranger (o this Lype
of situation and had developed a
keen instinct for survival that of
necessity included a strong larce-
nous streak. So after West led the
ten of spades and dummy came
down, it did not take South long to
realize that there was only one shm
chance for the slam. Accordingly,
he won the spade with dummy’s ace
and led the queen of diamonds!

Now put yourself in Easts shoes,
looking at only the North hand,
and sce il you den't sympathize
with what he did. He covered the
queen with the king, as many of us
would have done under the circum-
stances, and afler West won with
the ace, it was a simple matter to
subsequently overcome Easl's
remaining 10-8 via a finesse.

Unfortunately, while South’s inge-
nuily enabled him to chalk up a
vulnerable slam, the outcome did
nothing to dissuade North [rom
continuing his overbidding ways.

Tomorrow: An open book.
22025 King Features Syndicule [ne.
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CRYPTOQUIP
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [F ACTOR BENJAMIN
WERE TO JOIN A GROUP OF SUPERHEROES,
WHAT NAME MIGHT HE CHOOSE? BRATT-MAN.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals B

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 40 Mag. staff DOWN 20 “Ben-
1 Broadway 41 Come- 1 Physicist Hur”
flop dian Fey Niels author
5 Unruly do 43 “That’s all 2 Reed Wallace
8 Tibia's — wrote” instru- 23 Trio
place 45 Electric ment after R
12 Theater cars 3 Catcher's 24 “2001”
award 47 Baker aid computer
13 Magic, Street 4 Suit 25 Pursues
onscore-  sleuth 5 Gallo 27 Triage
boards 51 Spouse winery ctrs.
14 Surfer's 52 Tom setting 29 Free
concern Sawyer's 6 Assoc, (of)
15 Sundae pal 7 Entreaties 30 Insult
topper 54 Press 8Useda 32 Final
17 Mellows 55 Rock Swingline  part
18Gotobed producer 9Hand- 34 Reliable
19 Greek Brian slapping income
vowels 56 Division greeting source
21 Gridiron word 10 Notion 37 Genetic
scores  57Dweeb 11 Loch — letters
(Abbr) 58 Stitch monster 39 “Hmm,
22 Narcis- 59 Fed.acci- 16 Language | guess
sist's dentinves-  of S0’
obses- tigator Pakistan 42 Campfire
sion leftovers
23 “Quiet!”  Solution time: 23 mins. 44 Impish
26 Salt Lake 45 Clone
athlete 46 Green
28 Bizarre land
31 Lacking 48 Mouth-
slack wash
33 Tolkien flavor,
beast often
35 507, to 49 Tolkien
Caesar creatures
36 Of an 50 Elitist
arm bone 53 French
38 — Paulo article
1 2 |3 |4 6 |7 9 [0 [11
12
15 17

18

basement waterproofing
experts. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or
concrete slab we’ll guide
you on the right path to a
healthy home. Act now!
Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free
consultation. 1-877-229-
0197

ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $300.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.

BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution.

CALL FOR Your Free
Author's Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/hoosier

CALL LEAFGUARD
and say goodbye to gut-
ter cleaning for good. No
cleaning. No leaking. No
water damage. No more
ladder accidents. Get
LeafGuard today and be
protected for life. FREE
estimate. Financing
available. 20% off total
purchase (Restrictions
may apply.) Call 1-866-
641-9158

CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no
hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and
text, starting at just
$20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-
572-5165

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-
844-244-7025 www.den-
tal50plus.com/hoosier
#6258

DIRECTV- All  your
entertainment. Nothing
on your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first
three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice
package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931

DO YOU know what’s in
your water? Leaf Home
Water Solutions offers
FREE water testing and
whole home water treat-
ment systems that can
be installed in as little
one day. 15% off your
entire purchase. Plus
10% senior & military
discounts. Restrictions
apply. Schedule your
FREE test today. Call 1-
855-966-4836

DONATE YOUR car,
truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-877-414-
2352 today!

THE
CLASSFIEDS
Find it,
Buy It,
Sell It!
(260) 726-8141

ELIMINATE GUTTER
cleaning forever! LeafFil-
ter, the most advanced
debris-blocking  gutter
protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. Plus 10%
Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-361-
4260

FREEDOMCARE. LET
your loved ones care for
you and get paid!{Paid
by Medicaid. Choose
family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check
your eligibility today! Call
FreedomCare now! 1-
844-563-4012

THE CLASSFIEDS
Find it Buy It
Sell It!
(260) 726-8141
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And in Game 1 of this
year’s conference finals,
Haliburton did that same ¢y liburton

h Comercil ewAdre Bal
[ ] [ [ ]
Slinging strikes
Alex Gaerke of the second-seeded Fort Recovery High School baseball team starts to

twist his torso as he fires off a pitch during Friday’s 2-1 victory over Legacy Christian in the OHSAA
Division VI Southwest 3 District championship game at Houston.

Sports on tap

choke taunt after his
game-tying buzzer beater
capped a 17-point fourth-
quarter comeback and
forced overtime at the
Garden.

Haliburton, 25, aver-
aged 21.0 points, 6.0
rebounds and 10.5 assists
per game in the confer-
ence finals. He finished
with 21 points and 13
assists in Game 6.

The New York-born
Stiller, 59, attended
Knicks games, home and
away, throughout this
year’s playoff run.

During Game 4 in Indi-
anapolis, ESPN and WWE
commentator Pat McAfee
attempted to rile up Pac-
ers fans by calling out
Stiller and other high-pro-
file Knicks fans in atten-
dance.

“We got some bigwigs
from the big city in the
building,” McAfee, a for-
mer Indianapolis Colts
punter, said on the in-
game host’s microphone
in an untelevised address.
“Spike Lee is here. Ben
Stiller is here. Timothée
Chalamet is here. Let’s
send these sons of b—
back to New York with
their ears ringing!”

Stiller initially called
the moment “weird,”
while Rock & Roll Hall of
Famer John Mellencamp
— an Indiana native —
said he was “embar-
rassed” to witness it.

The moment perpetuat-
ed the “Knicks vs. Hicks”
rivalry that raged
between the teams during
the 1990s, with the phrase

averaged 21
points and
10.5 assists
per game in
the Eastern
Conference
Finals

being immortalized by a
New York Daily News
back page headline.

Stiller then invited
McAfee to Game 5 at the
Garden. McAfee did not
attend, saying he had a
scheduling conflict and
that he was “not paying
$70,000 for a ticket.”

Miller, meanwhile, also
needled Knicks fans after
the Pacers’ win on Satur-
day. Miller, who was part
of TNT’s broadcast team
for the series, wore all
black to Game 6.

“Dressed in all black
like the OMEN!” Miller
wrote on Instagram.
“Congratulations to my
beloved @pacers for their
2nd trip to the @nba
Finals. I also want to con-
gratulate the @nyknicks
for another hard fought
series, have ZERO ill will
towards [that] organiza-
tion.

“BUUUTTTTT, to all the
fake a- NY fans and
celebrities not named
@officialspikelee and
@tracymorgan, enjoy
your nice Summer Can-
cun vacation.”

12:40 p.m. — MLB: Milwaukee Brewers at
Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indiana)

3 p.m. — UEFA Nations League soccer:

Local schedule Spain at France (FS1)

for Christ 5K

The first will be held on June 7, as the Youth
starts at the Ceylon Covered

Registration open

Registration for the 35th annual Flat 50 Plus

Frida; : . . ; ) ) ) . S )
Fort Recovery — ITra)tl:k state prelims at 3 p.m. — UEFA Nations League: Germany at 7:30 p.m. — WNBA: New York Liberty at Bridge outside of Geneva at 8:30 a.m. Regis- bicycle ride in Adams County is now open. To
overy — _ p Portugal (FS1) Washington Mystics (FOX) tration is $20 ister, visit RunSignU
Jesse Owen’s Memorial Stadium — 10 a.m. : . 7:45 5.m. — MLB: Kansas City Rovals at St. " anon s : register, visit RunsignUp.com.
7 pm. — MaJor League Rugby: Houston Louié Carr)t.:lin.als (FDSN Indiana) ¥ Roy; : The Fitness Delivered Charity 5K and Fun There are rides ranging from 20 to 100
Saturday SaberCats at Chicago Hounds (ESPN2) Run will be held on June 21 at 8:30 a.m. The miles long.

8 p.m. — NCAA softball tournament (ESPN)
8:30 p.m. — NBA Finals: Indiana Pacers at
Oklahoma City Thunder (ABC)

Local notes
Challenge continues
The Adams County Challenge continues with
a pair of races in June.

7:45 p.m. — MLB: Kansas City Royals at St.
Louis Cardinals (FDSN Indiana)

8 p.m. — NHL Stanley Cup: Florida Panthers
at Edmonton Oilers (TNT)

8 p.m. — NCAA softball tournament (ESPN)

Fort Recovery — Track state finals at Jesse
Owen’s Memorial Stadium — 9:30 a.m.

TV schedule

Today
6 a.m. — French Open tennis (TruTV)
7:45 a.m. — French Open tennis (TNT)

younger.
Thursday
6 a.m. — French Open tennis (TruTV)

race will begin at Fitness Delivered located at
141 N. First St. in Decatur. Registration will
cost $20 and includes a t-shirt if done by June
1. The Fun Run is free for anyone 12 and

Registration forms for both races can be
found at adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

Monroe

The event will be held at 7 a.m. Saturday,
June 21. It will start at Bellmont High School
and will have stops in Willshire, Geneva and

with refreshments.

To have an event listed in “Sports on tap”,
email details to sports@thecr.com

STATEWIDE STATEWIDE 190 FARMERS
CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS 00 CLASSIFIEDS 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR COLUMN
JACUZZI BATH Guaranteed to last a life- No borders or logos E & M BLACKSMITH Shop Mate. Large Note: Check Auctionsoft AG RENTAL Spreaders:

Remodel can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one
day. For a limited time,
waiving ALL installation
costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-
866-937-1159

NEW WINDOWS from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer - zero
down, zero payments,
zero interest for TWO
years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE!
Offer is valid for select
models. Labor not includ-
ed. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725

PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271

PREPARE FOR power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-866-
953-2203 today to
schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

PREPARE FOR power
outages with Briggs &
Stratton/£  PowerPro-
tect(TM) standby gener-
ators - the most powerful
home standby genera-
tors available. Industry-
leading comprehensive
warranty - 7 years ($849
value.) Proudly made in
the U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-877-798-
0270.

REPLACE YOUR roof
with the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available.

time! Limited Time Offer
up to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off
install (for military, health
workers & 1st respon-
ders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-866-781-6023

SAFE STEP. North
America’s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and
service. Now featuring
our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-855-743-
1911

SUNSETTER. AMERI-
CA’S Number One
Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or
patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year lim-
ited warranty. Call now
and SAVE $350 today! 1-
855-801-2797

WE BUY Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-
855-655-7718

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES

20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes

Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch

allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,

roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

GOODHEWS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

SHOP
14th Annual
Consignment Auction
Saturday, June 7, 2025
8:30 a.m.
2404 W 350 S, Berne,
IN
Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness; Carts;
New Tack; Saddles;
Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage
Grinder/Stuffers;
New/Used Furniture;
Washing Machines; Hay,
Straw, Firewood.
Accepting consignments
every evening that week
from 4pm-8pm and all
day
Thursday, June 5th/Fri-
day, June 6th from 7am-
8pm.

Call 260-589-2743
Leave message to con-
sign horses.
Auctioneers
John P. Troyer
AU10900141
Also with J. S. Auctions
AU10700049

READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday JUNE 14th,
2025
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 1207 N SR
167 DUNKIRK, IN
REAL ESTATE
Real Estate sells at
10:00 AM.

2 bedroom home with
Central Air, 30°’x40’
attached garage, 24'x32’
Quonset building. Nicely
situated on 2 acres.
Open House: Sunday
June 1st
1-3 PM or for private
showing phone auction-
eers.

RIDING MOWERS -
ANTIQUES - HOUSE-
HOLD
Troybilt Riding Mower
w/ 427 Deck. Troybilt and
Murray Mowers for
parts. Iron Bed. Steamer
Trunk. Hen on Nest and
other collectible Glass-
ware. Roll-top Desk.
Bird Cages. Elvis Pic-
ture. Fishing Poles and
Supplies. Generator.

Chicken Feeder. Several
ltems Not Mentioned.
OWNER: Mary L Shory
Estate by Crystal R
Suman and Michael
Dahlestrom
Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY JUNE 7TH,
2025
TIME 10:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 127 Rayburn
Dr, Portland IN.
REAL ESTATE
Real Estate sells at
10:00 AM.

3 bedroom, 1.5 bath
brick ranch style home
containing 1,328 sq ft
finished living area. Cen-
tral Air, Sun room, 2 car
attached garage.
Detached garage/ shop
building. Home has
been well maintained.
Open House:
Sunday May 25th from
1-3 PM or for private
showing phone Auction-
eers.
VEHICLE - FURNITURE
- SHOP
2003 Chevrolet Venture
Minivan. Cast Iron Bull-
dog.
Grandfather Clock. 8
Track Stereo/ Record
Player. Glider Rocker w/
Ottoman. 3 Cushion
Sofa. Rocker Recliner.
Metal Patio Set. Bird
Bath. Lawn Cart. Crafts-
man 10i Table Saw.
Craftsman Router w/
Stand. Craftsman Scroll
Saw. Craftsman
Grinder/Sander. Shop,
Hand, and Lawn and
Garden Tools.
OWNER: Rose Fennig
Estate,
by Dale W Fennig

and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

PART-TIME BAR-
TENDER POSITION at
Portland Elks. Applica-
tions available for pick-
up at 126 W. High St., 4-
9 pm, Monday-Friday, 8-
12 hours per week,
competitive pay, flexible
shifts and some Satur-
days.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  w/full  cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing,  ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

~230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

State of Indiana
County of Jay
IN The Jay Circuit Court
Case No. 38C01-2505-MI-11
In RE the name change of
minor:
Ashton Castillo,
Name of Minor
Tiana Gaucin, Petitioner
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Notice is hereby given that
Petitioner, Tiana Gaucin, as a
self-represented litigant, filed
a Verified Petition for Change
of Name on May 2, 2025 to
change the name of Ashton
Brandon Castillo to Ashton
Brandon Gaucin.
The Petition is schedule for
hearing in the Circuit Court
on June 26, 2025 at 8:30 am,
which is more than thirty (30)
days after the third notice of
publication. Any person has
the right to appear at the
hearing and to file written ob-
jections on or before the hear-
ing date.
May 5, 2025
Melissa Elliott, Clerk
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Anna Roessner runs in
the state prelims Thursday,

see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Back in
safely

Fort Recovery
High School’s Keegan
Muhlenkamp dives
back to first base while
Legacy Christian’s
Nathan Whitt receives
a pickoff attempt at
Houston High School
on Friday. The Indians
beat the Knights 2-1 in
nine innings on a walk-
off double smashed by
Colson Post.

Colts offensive tackle reflects on time as Senate intern

By JUSTIN PAPP
CQ-Roll Call
Tribune News Service

Interning in the Senate is not
very much like playing profes-
sional football, but Jalen Travis
has found some overlap.

“Grinders win. That’s some-
thing I learned on the field first
and something that was rein-
forced during my time on the
Hill,” Travis said recently, look-
ing back on his brief stint at the
Capitol. He was there only 10
weeks, but he settled into a rou-
tine.

Every morning was about foot-
ball. While most of Washington
slept, he’d wake up before dawn
and either take a bus from his
downtown apartment to the
YMCA off 14th Street Northwest,
or he’d get in a workout at nearby
Gonzaga College High School. By
7 a.m. he was shifting into intern
mode, heading to the Hill to work
for Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn.

POWER. PERFORMANCE. DURABILITY.

‘You have a group of guys that
inevitably won’t agree on a handful of
things. But I have to trust them and
they have to trust me when it comes to
Saturday or Sunday to get the job done.
It’s definitely something I think broader
society would benefit from.’

“I knew that August wasn’t
coming any slower and I had to be
ready for fall camp. I was willing
to do whatever it took so I could
have the best of both worlds,”
Travis said.

Now that work ethic, paired
with “God-given” ability and a
nearly 6-foot-8-inch, 340-pound
frame, has landed him a spot in
the NFL. After his college years
at Princeton and then Iowa State
University, the offensive tackle
was selected by the Indianapolis

HAPPY

FATHER'S DAY

GIVE DAD THE TOOLS
TO GET THE JOB DONE!

visit MENARDS com /Masterforce
to shop great gifts for Dad!

OR SCAN THIS QR CODE

EXCLUSIVELY AT MENARDS

— Jalen Travis, Colts OT

Colts last month in the fourth
round of the draft.

“Everybody gets the same 24
hours, and those who are willing
to put in the work typically find
the most success,” he said.

Part of his job as an intern
three summers ago was greeting
guests and shepherding them to
Klobuchar’s office. “Even the
guests were like, “You are abnor-
mally large for an intern,” ”
Travis said. “I stuck out like a
sore thumb. But I worked to

embrace it.”

Other athletes would notice
him, Travis said. Once in the Sen-
ate subway, he ran into Sen. Cory
Booker, D-N.J., a former tight end
at Stanford University, who
immediately dropped into a
three-point stance.

For Travis, who plans to go to
law school when his playing days
are over, interning was a chance
to serve the public and “the privi-
lege of a lifetime,” even if his
boss wasn’t a Princeton alum her-
self. “She’s from that school in
New Haven that we don’t like to
talk about too much,” Travis said,
though he didn’t hold
Klobuchar’s Yale pedigree
against her. A fellow Minnesotan,
he grew up in Minneapolis,
where he served as student body
co-president of DeLaSalle High
School.

He recalls interns in
Klobuchar’s office linking up
with a cohort who worked for

Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., for infor-
mal Friday afternoon debates on
topics ranging from gun rights to
abortion.

“It was an environment where
iron sharpens iron. I walked out
of that summer feeling more con-
fident, but also more confused in
my beliefs as well,” Travis said.
“There’s not anywhere on Earth,
or at least in this country, where
there’s that high of a concentra-
tion of people who are interested
in the same things you are, but for
completely different reasons.”

Asked how that compares to
the locker room, Travis said
things come up. “You have a
group of guys that inevitably
won’t agree on a handful of
things. But I have to trust them
and they have to trust me when it
comes to Saturday or Sunday to
get the job done,” Travis said.
“It’s definitely something I think
broader society would benefit
from.”
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Haliburton
trolls Ben
Stiller

Keep your pets

and effective
flea and tick

Spring is here...

and so are the fleas.

comfortable and
protected with safe

control solutions.

Portland Veterinary Clinic

1407 Votaw St. * Portland * 260-726-7370

Christian Bader DVM

FRONTLINE
[GOLD

BRAND
PRODUCTS

BRAVECTO

And others

3 months protection for dogs & cats.

after
beating
New York

By PETER SBLENDORIO

New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

Tyrese Haliburton did-
n’t skip another chance to
troll Knicks fans.

After his Indiana Pac-
ers eliminated the Knicks
in the Eastern Confer-
ence finals, Haliburton
took aim at actor and
Knicks superfan Ben
Stiller.

Stiller had commented
on a video showing Hal-
iburton’s arrival for
Game 6, writing on social
media, “Good thing he
brought his duffel for the
flight to NY.”

Had the Knicks won on

Saturday night, the series
would have shifted back

- Funeral
Services

to honor your loved one

Many of us plan ahead for the

events we anticipate.

We plan for weddings, higher
education, vacations, and other

significant events. '

Understanding the benefits of pre-
planning has prompted many to take |

||E the step to plan for their funeral. It

I gives you peace of mind, personal

choice, and lower costs.
(260) 726-7171

For immediate assistance or information about our
preplanning services, please call or contact us online today.

It's not a day in a life, but a life in a day.

-CB(I/)"(/—E/TI‘(’(’IH(I/( E/T((IIC’/‘(I/ -7((}/1{(’

221 N. Meridian St Portland, IN » www.bairdfreeman.com » (260) 7267171

W 5y

to Madison Square Gar-
den for Game 7.

But the Pacers won,
125-108, at Gainbridge
Fieldhouse in Indianapo-
lis, setting up a response
from Haliburton, who
wrote to Stiller that he
brought the duffel bag “to
pack y’all up.”

The Pacers will face the
Oklahoma City Thunder
in the NBA Finals, with
the series set to begin
Thursday night.

“Congrats,” Stiller
wrote back to Haliburton.
“All the best in OKC.”

The brief back-and-
forth marked the latest
instance of Haliburton
taunting the Knicks.

After Indiana eliminat-
ed the Knicks in the sec-
ond round last year, Hal-
iburton wore a hoodie
with an image of Reggie
Miller making his infa-
mous “choke” sign to
Spike Lee during the 1994
Eastern Conference
finals.

See Trolls page 7




