
By RAY COONEY
and BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Portland firefighters
were called to a report
of  a tree falling on a
house in Wednesday
evening’s storm.

It turned out to be a
false alarm.

Though power was
out in some areas of
Jay County for several
hours Wednesday night,
damage was limited to
fallen trees and branch-
es.

Portland Fire Depart-
ment responded to a
call about 5:54 p.m.
Wednesday for a tree
that had fallen on a
house. However, upon
arriving, firefighters
found the tree had not
struck the house at 415
S. Western Ave. 

Instead, the tree near
the entrance of  Hines
Inman Memorial Field
was uprooted and fell
across the street and
landed on utility lines
on the opposite side.
The incident caused a
nearby transformer to
blow.

Indiana Michigan
Power reported that as
of  8:30 p.m. Wednesday
it had more than 15,000
customers without
power, including about
10,000 in east central
Indiana.

By this morning,
there were just over
4,000 I&M customers
without power, with the
bulk of  them in east
central Indiana.
According to the I&M
outage map, that includ-
ed about 75 customers
in Portland who were
still without power as
of  Thursday morning.

Another 10 remained
without power in
Dunkirk.

The company said it
expected to have all cus-
tomers restored by mid-
night Thursday.

Western Avenue
between Blaine Pike
and Third Street was
closed Wednesday night
because of  the downed
tree. It was open Thurs-
day morning.

Portland police
received several calls
Wednesday evening
about tree limbs in
streets and electricity
problems. Damage
throughout the county

mainly consisted of
downed trees and
branches, noted Jay
County Emergency
Management Agency
director Samantha
Rhodehamel.
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Jay County Conservation
Club will hold its 80th anniver-
sary celebration with a Float-
ing Lantern Feast-ival from
noon to 10 p.m. Saturday, May
24, at Hudson Family Park.
Food trucks will be available
from 5 to 10 p.m. and Cook and
Belle will perform during the
event.

Friday — Details from this
week’s Portland Board of  Avia-
tion meeting.

Saturday — Details from the
Jay County boys track team at
the sectional meet.

Wednesday — Coverage of
Tuesday’s Jay County Commis-
sioners meeting.

In review Coming up

David McClung, 82, rural
Portland

Details on page 2.

Deaths Weather

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  57 degrees Tuesday.
The low was 49.

There is a chance of  showers
tonight with winds gusting to 25
mph and a low in the lower 40s.
Expect mostly sunny skies Fri-
day with a high of  60.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A rural Dunkirk man
who stole a dozen vehicles
and committed several bur-
glaries will serve three
years in prison.

Jay Circuit Court Judge
Brian Hutchison sentenced
Anthony T. Myers, 23, 10770
W. 200 North, on Tuesday to
various burglary and theft
charges, resulting in a total
prison sentence of  three
years.

Myers pleaded guilty
April 28 to four burglary
charges, all Level 5 felonies,
along with two Level 5
felonies for theft of  a
firearm, a Level 5 felony for
altering a firearm’s identi-
fying marks and 12 counts
of  auto theft, all Level 6
felonies.

Hutchison sentenced
Myers to four years in Indi-
ana Department of  Correc-
tions with two years sus-
pended for each of  his bur-
glary, alteration of  firearm
and theft charges, with
each sentence to be served
concurrently.

For the auto theft
charges, Hutchison sen-
tenced him to two years in
Indiana Department of
Correction with one year
suspended. Those sen-
tences will be served con-
current to one another and
consecutive to the burglary,
alteration of  firearm and
theft charges.

Myers was given credit
for time served and
assessed $189 in court costs.
Hutchison ordered him to
have no contact with those
who he robbed and to “stay
off  their property.”

According to a probable
cause affidavit filed in con-
nection with the case,
Myers broke into several
homes in Portland with the
intent to commit theft. He
also stole 12 vehicles.

See Serve page 2
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Conservation fire
Portland Fire Department firefighter Travis Theurer inspects the side of a building at Jay County Conservation Club

in the aftermath of a fire Wednesday. Several departments, including Portland and Redkey firefighters, responded to the
scene, quickly putting out flames shooting out of the eastern building.

By JOSEPH S. PETE
The Times (Munster)
Tribune News Service

Doral Renewables announced it
has secured $1.5 billion for the
Mammoth solar project in Pulaski
County that’s expected to be one of
the largest solar farms in the Unit-
ed States.

The Philadelphia-based renew-
able energy company lined up
financing for Mammoth South,
Mammoth Central I and Mammoth
Central II, each of  would generate
up to 300 MWac. It’s part of  the
broader 1.3 GW Mammoth solar

farm in Pulaski and Starke coun-
ties.

KeyBanc Capital Markets, Banco
Santander and HSBC Bank
USA helped arrange the construc-
tion debt financing. Truist Bank

also signed a $200 million tax equi-
ty commitment.

“We are proud to serve as coordi-
nating lead arranger for Doral
Renewables as they build out the
remaining phases of  the Mam-

moth Solar Complex,” KeyBanc
Vice President Nadav Hazan said.
“Our longstanding relationship
with Doral’s management team
has created a foundation of  trust
that enables transformative proj-
ects like this. We are excited to see
this collaborative effort pay off,
and we look forward to the impact
Mammoth will have on Indiana’s
economy going forward.”

Solar energy adoption across the
United States is becoming more
widespread, especially as utilities
transition away from coal.

See Project page 2

Doral approved for $1.5 billion project

By CAITLIN REILLY, 
LIA DEGROOT, 
JESSIE HELLMANN
and AIDAN QUIGLEY
CQ-Roll Call
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON —
President Donald Trump urged
the House GOP to stop negotiat-
ing and pass his “big, beautiful”
filibuster-proof  reconciliation
bill Tuesday, with sharp words for
blue-state Republicans pushing
for more tax relief  and conserva-
tives seeking additional spending
cuts.

In an appearance during the
weekly GOP conference meeting,
Trump told conservatives to lay
off  Medicaid, scolded blue-
state Republicans for rejecting a
$30,000 cap on state and local tax
deductions, and urged the party
to increase the country’s borrow-
ing limit through the rest of  his
term, members leaving the meet-
ing said.

Trump’s Capitol Hill visit
comes as House GOP leadership
is trying to unite the party behind
the reconciliation package
they’re relying on to enact much
of  the president’s agenda.

“It’s not a question of  holdouts.

We have a tremendously unified
party. I don’t think we’ve ever had
a party like this,” Trump said,
heading into the meeting. “There
are some people that want a cou-
ple of  things that maybe I don’t
like or that they’re not gonna
get.”

But lawmakers leaving the
meeting told a different story.
Conservative hard-liners stuck to
their guns on needing more cuts
to Medicaid,
and Republicans from New
York rejected the president’s
insistence that they accept the
$30,000 “SALT” cap included in
the package.

Trump’s visit did little to move
the needle in support of  the bill,
leaving leadership where they

started the week: trying to strike
a balance between steeper cuts
needed to satisfy conservatives
without alienating centrists, and
finding space for more SALT
relief.

Republicans can afford to lose
no more than three GOP votes
and pass the partisan legislation.

After the meeting, Speaker
Mike Johnson said he was ready
to convene the holdouts in small-
er groups to try to reach a deal.

“What we’re leaving to do right
now is gather up this small sub-
group in the House Republican
Conference and tie up the
remaining loose ends,” Johnson,
R-La., said. “I’m very confident
that we’ll be able to do that.”

See Pushes page 2

Trump pushes house GOP
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On to regional
Jay County High School freshman Brooklynn

Byrum (left) begins to celebrate with junior Paityn
Wendel after the former placed second in the 800-
meter run at the IHSAA Sectional 12 hosted by Delta
on Tuesday. Byrum’s time of 2 minutes, 28.67
seconds, fell 0.63 seconds short of first place, but
earned her a spot at the regional meet at Carroll on
May 27. For more on the meet, see page 8.

Dunkirk man
pleaded to
burglary
and theft

Myers
set to
serve
3 years

Pulaski County facility expected to be
one of the largest solar farms in the U.S.

Medicaid, tax relief
and spending cuts
are holding up bill

    
    

 
    

    
     
    

      
      

    
     

     
      

  
   

   
     
      
    
    

  

    
    

 

  
   

 

  

   

               
               

 Animal Feeding Operations (CAFO), which are larger operations. The locations of the points in the map are
approximate and based on information provided by the IDEM.

By STEVE GARBACZ
The Commercial Review

It’s hard to find a region of  Jay
County not touched by confined
feeding.

Jay County is the site of  88 Indi-
ana Department of  Environmen-
tal Management permitted con-
fined feeding operations, includ-
ing 43 Confined Feeding Opera-

tions (CFO) and 45 larger Concen-
trated Animal Feeding Opera-
tions (CAFO).

An operation is classified as a
CAFO when it exceeds certain
animal limits — 2,500 swine above
55 pounds; 10,000 swine less than
55 pounds; 30,000 laying hens with
a liquid manure handling system;
or 82,000 laying hens with a solid

manure handling system. These
numbers do not include smaller
operations unregulated by IDEM.

While Penn and Pike townships
have lower confined feeding den-
sities than other townships, a sig-
nificant number are located near
the Ohio border. 

More than a quarter of  the
county’s operations — 24 of  88 —

are located within 2 miles of  the
Indiana-Ohio border, including
seven chicken CAFOs within one
mile. Several are also located in
Wabash Township near Ind. 67

Several hog CAFOs are also
located near Ind. 26 on the west-
ern side of  the county in Knox
Township.

See County page 6

By STEVE GARBACZ
The Commercial Review

Jay County Board of
Zoning Appeals members
ruled in favor of  patience
and public concern Thurs-
day while denying three
variance requests for a
controversial hog opera-
tion in Bearcreek Town-
ship.

Board member Dennis
Rodgers spearheaded the
BZA’s opinion, stating that
he felt the planned 4,800
head hog operation by
Cody Shannon, 19, near
3794 E. 800 North, Bryant,
was a bad fit for the area.

“You’re really young
and you’ve accomplished a
lot,” said Rodgers, who
also raises hogs. “Patience
is a virtue and I think that
really comes into play a lot.

“You have to do it in the
right place and my opinion
is this is the wrong place,”
he said. “Your dreams are
good. Live them. But be
patient.”

Shannon, who said he
has been working with
hogs since he was 10 years
old, came before the board
in search of  three setback
variances  —— one from
his parent’s home, one
from the home of  Virgil
Gierhart and one from
Gierhart’s mother’s house.
Gierhart, who has been
working with Shannon in
order to start the project,
holds power of  attorney
for his mother.

All three residences are
less than 750 feet — the
minimum required resi-
dential setback in the
county’s zoning ordinance
— from the proposed barn

Shannon’s mother,
Sandy Shannon, felt the
variance request didn’t
apply to disgruntled neigh-
bors who were present at
the meeting, since the
farm would properly meet
the setbacks from all other
neighboring homes.

“This is a variance that
affects me and my hus-
band, Virgil Gierhart and
his mother,” she said. “It
doesn’t affect anyone else.

“Cody bought this prop-
erty so we could keep (the
barn) close by,” she said.
“We have no problem with
it as we’ve given you in
writing.”

See BZA page 6

By ROBERT BANSER
The Commercial Review

REDKEY — Council
members took a big step
forward Thursday night
by approving two ordi-
nances aimed at adding
more than 80 acres to the
town.

The long-discussed but
oft-delayed annexation of
81 acres including Bell
Aquaculture, Redkey
Faith Ministries and bare
ground owned by Redkey
Economic Development
Corporation was approved
by council members Kyle
Champ, Ted Friddle, Jon
Davis and Joe Johnson.

In a separate motion,
council members also
voted to annex the Indiana
State Police post site (now
serving as town hall) on

the north side of  Ind. 67,
east of  Ind. 1. 

The annexation will
become official 60 days
after legal notices are pub-
lished.

Bell launched its opera-
tions at the Redkey site in
2009, and has persistently

expressed interest in hav-
ing its property annexed.
Water and sewer service is
already available to all the
properties, so the annexa-
tions  should not require
any additional capital
expenses for the town.

See Redkey page 2

Annexation of property
moves ahead in Redkey

BZA:
No to
hogs

By MASON SHREVE
The Commercial Review

Work on the first phase of  Port-
land’s northside sewer project should
start soon after Labor Day.

Kent Schuch and Kevin Foster of
Schneider Corporation told the Port-
land Board of  Works Thursday that
contractors have said they will be on
the job during the first week of  Sep-
tember. 

The construction is set to start on
the west end of  Lafayette Street and
move eastward through mostly resi-
dential areas. According to Schuch,
the exact order of  completion is
unknown. 

To keep the public informed, howev-
er, Mayor Randy Geesaman suggested
posting updates of  the construction on
the city’s website so that city residents
can keep tabs on the progress. Foster
also suggested that Schneider provide

a map to the city that shows the
progress, which could be kept in the
mayor’s office. Foster said that this
could be done only after receiving
more information from the contrac-
tors.

Substantial completion on this proj-
ect should be reached by May 24, with
final completion July 7.

Board members Bill Gibson and
Portland Mayor Randy Geesaman also
signed the initial permits for phase
two of  the project, which focuses
around the north side industrial devel-
opments as well as residential areas
near West Votaw Street. The second
phase should be finished during fall of
2013. 

The permits allow Schneider to
present plans to the Indiana Depart-
ment of  Environmental Management
for review.

See Sewer page 2

Sewer separation work
scheduled for September

County has 88 large operations

Council member
David Himes was absent
from the meeting, and
town council president
Champ explained that
Himes had submitted a
letter of  resignation,
effective immediately.

Champ said he called
Himes, a Republican,

before Thursday’s meet-
ing, but Himes said he
would not change his
mind about resigning,
citing personal and fam-
ily reasons.

Local Republican offi-
cials will caucus to
select a replacement for
Himes.

Himes quits council

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers from 8
to 11 a.m. Saturday across
from Pennville Fire Station
and 9 a.m. to noon in the park-
ing lot at 220 Lincoln St., Port-
land.

Saturday — Results from
the Jay County Summer Swim
Team’s meet against Catalina.

Tuesday — Photos from
the Portland Evening Opti-
mist Club fishing derby.

Wednesday — Details from
next week’s Dunkirk City
Council meeting.

In review Coming up

Timothy Henkle, 56, Port-
land

Thomas Litmer, 90, St. Joe,
Ohio

Details on page 2.

Deaths
Jay County had a high tem-

perature of  86 degrees Wednes-
day. The low was 66. There was
about 0.3 inches of  rain in
Wednesday evening’s storm.

Tonight’s low will be in the
lower 60s. Expect mostly
sunny skies Friday with a
high in the mid 80s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Weather

Damage minor

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

A tree that uprooted during Wednesday evening’s storm just north of the entrance to
Hines Inman Memorial Field fell across Western Avenue in Portland and caused a transformer to
blow. Western Avenue was closed between Blaine Pike and Third Street on Wednesday night and
residents on the south side of the city were without power for several hours.

dpa
Tribune News Service

TEL AVIV, Israel — A
hospital in the south of
Israel was hit during a
massive wave of  Iranian
missiles on Thursday.

A missile struck the
Soroka Hospital in the
desert city of  Beersheba,
with reports saying that
there was severe damage
to the surgery ward.

There were also strikes
in other locations in
Israel, including the Tel
Aviv area, with more than
20 missiles fired. A total
of  at least 25 people were
injured, including at least
three seriously.

Israeli Health Minister
Uriel Buso described the
hospital attack as a “ter-
rorist attack that has
crossed a red line” and
termed it a war crime.

According to initial
reports, only a few people
were slightly injured at
the hospital.

Iran’s Tasnim News
Agency, which is linked to
the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC), said
the target had been a mili-
tary base and not a hospi-
tal.

Israel’s ynet online
news outlet said one of
the damaged buildings of
the Soroka Hospital had
been evacuated on
Wednesday. “Luckily we
cleared out one of  the
wards, otherwise they
wouldn’t be there any-
more,” a hospital worker
said.

“The ceiling fell on us,
and the shock wave threw
me away,” he added.

Tel Aviv’s Sheba Hospi-
tal reported being struck
by a falling missile frag-
ment with slight damage
reported.

Many Israeli hospitals
have taken patients into
bomb shelters.

See Strike page 2

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Secretary of  State Diego
Morales faced intense scrutiny
from state lawmakers on Wednes-
day about his myriad of  contro-
versies while seeking additional
funds for his office related to
cybersecurity, election oversight
and securities duties.

Legislators — both Democrat
and Republican — asked him
specifically about his spending
on no-bid contracts and interna-
tional travel, the latter of
which has been criticized for
mixing personal business with
state duties. 

“My work ethic is unmatched,”
claimed Morales. “I’m going
above and beyond the call of  duty
and we will continue to do so.” 

Other Morales controversies
mentioned in the Wednesday
meeting include: purchasing a
$90,000 car with taxpayer
money from a campaign contrib-
utor and hiring his brother-in-
law.

While in India to speak at two
tech conferences in March,

Morales missed a key budget
meeting — a particular point of
contention for lawmakers — and
didn’t disclose the trip, or its fun-
ders, until later. Last month he
went to Hungary on a “personal
trip” paid for by a conservative
group but also spoke as Indiana’s
Secretary of  State. 

This week, he brought an
entourage to ask for $10.2 million
more, with Chief  Legal Counsel
Jerry Bonnet handling most
technical questions. 

Morales, whose office is not
tasked with promoting the state
abroad, said he believed he and
other Hoosiers “need to show-
case our state” and “talk about
Indiana the same way people talk
about other states” international-
ly. 

“I want people to talk about
Indiana. I want them to know
Indiana is open for business,”
said Morales. “… The media
should be saying, ‘Thank you for
your hard work. Thank you for
promoting our state out there.’”

The Secretary of  State’s Office
registers both domestic and
international companies operat-
ing in Indiana.

Sen. Fady Qaddoura said the
missed budget meeting invited
additional scrutiny, saying that
such behavior in “most profes-
sional places” would impact an
employee’s standing. 

“I’m disappointed in your lead-
ership and the way you’re lead-
ing your office,” said Qaddoura,
D-Indianapolis. 

See Question page 2

Indiana Capital Chronicle/Madelyn Hanes

Indiana Secretary of State Diego Morales answers
questions during a State Budget Committee meeting
Wednesday. Morales faced questions from lawmakers
regarding controversies, including spending $90,000 in
taxpayer dollars on a car and hiring his brother-in-law.

Reports
say at least

25 were
injured

Missiles
strike at
Israeli
hospital

Downed
tree took
out power

Wednesday

Lawmakers question Morales

Indiana Secretary of State faces
scrutiny over various controversies
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Saturday
Smiley, Franklin: 1 p.m., Trib-

ute Funeral Home, 1000 N.
Broadway St., Greenville, Ohio.

Monday
Litmer, Thomas: 10:30 a.m.,

St. Joseph Catholic Church, 1689
St. Joe Road, Fort Recovery.

Thursday
Henkle, Timothy: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Timothy Henkle
March 22, 1969-June 19, 2025

Timothy Henkle, age 56, a resi-
dent of  Portland, passed away on
Thursday, June 19, 2025, at Persim-
mon Ridge in Portland.

Timothy was born on March 22,
1969, in Indianapolis, the son of
Paul and Connie (Edmundson) Hen-
kle. Timothy graduated from Jay
County High School and worked for
Walmart.

Survivors include:
His mother — Connie Henkle,

Portland, Indiana
One brother — Bryan Henkle

(wife: Kerioka), Portland, Indiana

One niece —
Sophia Henkle, Port-
land, Indiana

He was preceded in
death by his father,
Paul Henkle.

Visitation will be
on Thursday, June
26, from noon to 2
p.m. at the
Williamson Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland. A
memorial service will follow at 2
p.m. on Thursday at the
Williamson Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland.

Memorials can be made to the
Jay County Cancer Society.

Condolences may be expressed at
williamsonspencer.com. 

Thomas William Litmer, St. Joe,
Ohio, July 30, 1934-June 18, 2025. A
Mass of Christian Burial will be held at
10:30 a.m. Monday, June 23, at St.
Joseph Catholic Church, Fort Recovery.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

Events planned
Portland Board of  Aviation

briefly heard about upcoming
events at Portland Municipal
Airport during a brief  meeting
Wednesday.

Matt Simmons, sharing the
manager’s report for Hal
Tavzel, noted that the airport
will hold its annual pancake
breakfast and fly-in from 6 to
10:30 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 23.
Church of  God will provide

breakfast and flights will be
available.

He said Tavzel has also
reached out to Young Eagles, an
organization that provides free
flights to youth, to set up an
event for late summer/early fall.

Simmons also reported that
Tavzel is in the process of  get-
ting quotes for a new hangar at
the airport. All hangar space is
currently full, and the airport
has a wait list for space.

Also, the board heard the air-
port sold 8,264.58 gallons of  fuel
last month, up from 8,109 in
May 2024. It approved payment
of  claims totaling $8,321.28.

Intersection crash
A rural Bryant man’s truck

hit the back of  a van on county
road 100 North about 11:38 a.m.
Tuesday.

Naaman Asikoye, 51, Indi-
anapolis, was driving a 2010

Chrysler Town and Country
and stopped at the road’s inter-
section with U.S. 27. Toby R.
Morehous, 44, was driving his
2002 Chevrolet Silverado west
behind Asikoye. 

Asikoye began to continue
west when he noticed a truck
headed north on the highway,
and he stopped again. More-
hous told police he believed
Asikoye was going to turn, and
so he continued forward, caus-

ing him to crash into the back
of  the van Asikoye was driv-
ing.

Morehous’ passenger, 62-
year-old Lorry Brower of  Port-
land, complained of  back pain.
She was transported to IU
Health Jay.

Damage is estimated
between $2,500 and $5,000. The
vehicle Asikoye was driving is
registered to Fast Ride Trans-
portation of  Indianapolis.

Capsule Reports

Obituaries

Henkle

By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana Gov. Mike Braun said
Thursday he has no idea who came
up with the swirling rumor that he
is interested in a presidential run in
2028.

“That’s had nothing to do with
anything I’ve said,” Braun told the
Indiana Capital Chronicle. “I’m con-

centrating on being governor, and
have no interest in that.”

Politico’s Adam Wren first report-
ed that the Indiana GOP governor
was privately discussing the idea of
mounting a presidential run in 2028,
citing three unnamed sources.

Prior to his inauguration in Janu-
ary, Braun was one of  Indiana’s two
senators in Washington D.C. 

The Capital Chronicle asked Braun

about the idea after he spoke to FFA
students at a state convention in West
Lafayette.

“I get asked that often by people
that are good supporters, especially
from the time I spent out in the Sen-
ate. But when I came back here and
gave up another term there, this was
about a job that looks like you’re
going to get a lot more done with the
time that you’re spending at it.”

Braun: Not interested in presidential run

Continued from page 1
“It’s unfortunate that I

get judged for a couple of
things here, but what
about the rest?” Morales
asked in defense.

“That’s the nature of
being a public servant,”
Qaddoura responded. 

Morales also claimed he
visited all 92 counties
faster than other statewide
office holders, which he
cited as a reason why his
office needed the luxury
vehicle. He went on to say
he’d put so many miles on
it — “more than two secre-
taries of  state combined”
— that he’d been advised to
retire the car for “safety”
purposes. 

“You have a vehicle that
costs almost twice as much
as the average salary of
the average Hoosier,” said
Sen. Chris Garten, R-
Charlestown. “I think we
need to pay attention to
optics here…”

Morales also didn’t
directly answer Garten’s
question about campaign
contributions related to
the additional funds he
sought from the commit-
tee, saying “lots of  people”
donate to his political
efforts. 

“The office has taken sig-
nificant measures to con-
tribute to efforts to save
money,” Morales said, put-
ting those identified cuts at
$2 million.

Morales cited newly
enacted transparency
requirements to publicize
contracting, a rule which
will apply to all agencies,
as a reason his office need-
ed additional dollars. In
the past, the
officeholder has taken crit-

icism for his reliance on
no-bid contracts, likely
inspiring the legislation.

“I’m extremely disap-
pointed that it took legisla-
tion to get us there,”
quipped Garten. 

That, combined with the
budget agency directive to
withhold 5% of  funds, trig-
gered the appearance
before the budget commit-
tee, Morales said.

The bulk of  the request,
nearly $8.2 million, would
go to the enhanced access
fund, with most of  the dol-
lars earmarked for tech-
nology and security
improvements. 

Bonnet said a new chief
information officer, who
joined the office in 2023,
assessed the IT systems
and concluded that the
“antiquated systems …
(were) in danger of  fail-
ing.” Improving that part
of  the office has created “a
high spending curve” that
Bonnet said would fall at
the beginning of  next year
to between $4-5 million. 

In response to another
question from Garten
about the office’s staffing,
which he said had grown
from 46 employees when
Morales was elected in
2022 to 80 currently, Bonnet
pointed to additional office
duties related to elections
and cybersecurity. 

“We have a lot to do,” he
said.

The additional dollars
for the securities enforce-
ment fund and the securi-
ties restitution fund will be
$500,000 and $800,000,
respectively. Finally, the
appropriation to meet the
Help America Vote Act will
get $750,000 more dollars.

Continued from page 1
The military said on

social media that search
and rescue teams were
operating in several loca-
tions across the country
where projectiles were
reported to have fallen.

Since the start of  the con-
flict last week, a total of  639
people have been killed in
Iran, including at least 263
civilians, according to the
Human Rights Activists
News Agency (HRANA), a
U.S.-based group of  Iranian
activists. The organization
relies on official data and
local reports.

In Israel, where count-
less shelters are available
as places of  refuge, there
have so far been 24 deaths,
all of  whom were civilians,
according to the Israeli
side.

Strike ...

Question ...

Lotteries

CR almanac

92/75 94/75 94/75 94/74 92/72
Mostly

sunny skies
are expected
Saturday when
wind gusts
may reach up
to 25 mph.

Another
day of mostly
sunny skies
with a chance
of thunder-
storms.

Sunday’s
forecast shows
sunny skies
with heat index
values reaching
nearly 100 in
the afternoon.

Sunny
skies with
another day
of heat index
values around
100.

Saturday
6/21

Sunday
6/22

Monday
6/23

Tuesday
6/24

Wednesday
6/25

Powerball
23-29-50-64-67
Power Ball: 11
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$118 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$302 million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 6-8-9
Daily Four: 0-3-7-9
Quick Draw: 1-7-14-20-

24-31-32-37-46-50-53-54-62-
63-64-67-68-71-76-77

Evening
Daily Three: 6-4-1

Daily Four: 1-1-0-5
Quick Draw: 4-5-10-11-

15-16-28-30-35-37-38-40-46-
55-57-60-64-65-67-70

Cash 5: 5-6-15-38-40
Estimated jackpot:

$321,500

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-5-6
Pick 4: 9-7-4-8
Pick 5: 3-8-3-2-1
Evening
Pick 3: 7-5-4
Pick 4: 6-3-9-8
Pick 5: 5-2-7-4-7
Rolling Cash: 5-9-12-26-

32
Estimated jackpot:

$150,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.76
July corn..................4.79
Aug. corn ................4.89

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.76
July corn..................4.73
Oct. corn ..................4.32

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.69
July corn..................4.69
Beans ......................10.75

July beans ..............10.75
Wheat ...................... 5.39

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.50
July corn..................4.52
Beans ......................10.58
July beans ..............10.53
Wheat ......................5.35

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.71
July corn..................4.71
Beans ......................10.50
July beans ..............10.13
Wheat ......................5.24

In 1819, the SS
Savannah reached Ire-
land after a 29.5 hour
trip, making it the first
known steam ship to
cross an ocean.

In 1837, Queen Vic-
toria of  the United
Kingdom took the
throne, leading a 64-
year reign in which her
country became a
world superpower.

In 1893, Lizzie Bor-
den was acquitted of
murdering her father,
Andrew Borden, and
stepmother, Abby Bor-
den, in Fall River, Mas-
sachusetts. She had
been accused of  killing
both family members
by striking them with a
hatchet. Her trial
became a national sen-
sation.

In 1903, racer Bar-
ney Oldfield drove the
first mile-a-minute per-
formance in a car in
Indianapolis.

In 1936, American
sprinter Jesse Owens

set the world record for
the 100-meter dash at a
time of  10.2 seconds.

In 1963, the United
States and Soviet
Union instituted the
“red telephone” follow-
ing the Cuban Missile
Crisis. Despite its title,
communication
occurred via teletype
or fax.

In 1967, Nicole Kid-
man was born in Hon-
olulu, Hawaii. The Aus-
tralian actress is
known for her role ver-
satility, performing in
various films, includ-
ing in dramas such as
“The Hours” and “Rab-
bit Hole” as well as
“Moulin Rouge!” and
“Aquaman and the Lost
Kingdom.”

In 1975, Steven
Spielberg’s “Jaws” pre-
miered in theaters.
Regarded as a classic,
the film follows a great
white shark terrorizing
a resort town.

— The CR

Monday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audi-
torium, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

Tuesday
6 p.m. — Redkey

Town Council, park
cabin, 50 Mooney St.

Wednesday
6 p.m. — Dunkirk

Park Board, city build-
ing, 131 S. Main St.

Mostly
sunny, with a
slight chance
of rain and
thunder-
storms.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. To learn
more information, please
call (260) 251-3259.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL MUSEUM — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the third Friday and Sat-
urday of  each month at
Webster Depot, 132 W.
Railroad St.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will hold its
next meeting at noon Fri-
day, June 20, at Harmony
Cafe in Portland.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL MUSEUM — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the third Friday and Sat-
urday of  each month at
Webster Depot, 132 W.
Railroad St.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come. 

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the second
and fourth Monday of
each month at Richards
Restaurant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday
JAY COUNTY PASTORS

AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 8 a.m. on the fourth
Tuesday of  each month at
Richard’s Restaurant.

COMPASSIONATE CON-
NECTIONS RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP — A
group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that
helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop
long-term recovery meets
at noon each Tuesday in the
IU Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

JAY COUNTY CANCER
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in
conference room C at Indi-
ana University Health Jay
Hospital. Open discussion
for cancer patients, sur-
vivors, family members or
anyone interested in help-
ing with the group. For
more information, contact
Linda Metzger at (260) 726-
1844. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

EUCHRE CLUB — Will
meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of  each month
at Chalet Village Health
and Rehabilitation in the
North Lounge.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES —
Will meet at 6 p.m., on the
second and fourth
Wednesday of  the month
at the Eagles’ lodge, 320 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

DEAR ABBY: I am twice
divorced and recently celebrated
my 61st birthday. I look pretty
fantastic, and I’m in great
health. My husbands were really
great guys, and I have main-
tained positive relationships
with both. My first marriage
lasted 20 years; the second lasted
10. I have been flying solo for the
last five years. I love my life and
lifestyle and have no desire to
marry again. I like having my
own space and the freedom to do
as I please. 

My dilemma is, while I’m open
to dating and having companion-
ship, the men I connect with
online all want to be married! As
soon as I tell them I’m not look-
ing for marriage, they disappear.
Recently, I was literally hung up

on in mid-conversation because
of  my response to the marriage
question. How can I get to the
“let’s meet in person” part if  the
first or second phone conversa-
tion ends things because I’m
being honest? I don’t want to lie. 

It’s challenging trying to
explain that I no longer believe I
must be married in order to feel
fulfilled. I have family and won-
derful friends in my life, plus I’m
very outgoing. I admit that I do

miss some aspects of  being in an
exclusive relationship. It’s just
that I’m not trying to be a Mrs.
anymore. Third time’s the
charm … NOT! Please advise. —
STOPPING AT TWICE IN
TEXAS

DEAR STOPPING: I hear
from so many women who
have the opposite problem
that you are having. As soon
as they indicate that they
ARE interested in marriage,
the men head for the hills.
You either haven’t met the
right men yet, or you may be
delivering your disinterest in
marriage message too strong-
ly. 

You might have better luck
if  you specify what you DO
want — which appears to be

companionship and a monog-
amous relationship. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I need advice

about my daughter. She is in an
abusive marriage. Her four boys,
aged 3 to 12, have been affected
by what is going on. They are not
properly disciplined and are
being abused as well. Her hus-
band is on drugs and abuses my
daughter mentally and physical-
ly in front of  the children. 

Should I keep letting her take
my grandsons back to a bad situ-
ation, or should I call child pro-
tective services? This is tearing
me up inside. We are not young
enough to handle caring for the
kids full time because they’re so
messed up. They’d end up in fos-
ter care. What should I do? My

daughter would probably lose
her mind if  she lost them, but I
can’t stand to see them suffer. —
ALARMED IN MISSOURI

DEAR ALARMED: There
may be a less drastic solution
than calling child protective
services. The next time the
husband acts out, call the
police. Once he’s out of  the
house, help your daughter
find a battered women’s shel-
ter that will accept her and
her children until she can
become independent. The
National Domestic Violence
Hotline (800-799-7233; thehot-
line.org) may be able to help
you locate one. This would be
better than turning your
grandchildren over to
strangers.

Jay County Junior-
Senior High School
recently announced its
honor roll recipients.

On the list were eighth
graders Sydney Aly, Tony
Beiswanger, Kaylyn Bell,
Madeline Benirschke,
Leonard Bihn, Colton
Blalock, Trevor Bouse,
Dominic Brenner, Ash-
lynn Brunswick, Elly
Byrum, Mitchell Byrum,
Kenlee Calvert, Walter
Campofiore, Jackeline

Caralampio-Ramirez,
Addisyn Castillo, Madi-
son Clark, Kenton
Cochran, Brody Collins,
Adryen Cox, Kaidah
Cross, Andrew Crump,
Eli Davidson, Jake Davis,
Jon Davis III, Claudia
Dirksen, Henry Dirksen
and Paul Dirksen.

Also Samuel Doll,
Grant Dunmoyer, Rowen
Eley, Makenzie Farr,
Gavin Fennig, Grant Fen-
nig, Benjamin Fisher,

Emery Forthofer, Jacque-
line Gallegos-Vargas,
Marilee Gallegos-Vargas,
Gabrielle Gibson and
Grant Glentzer.

Also Graci Goodman,
Ivan Graber, Annisyn
Gundrum, Isobel Huel-
skamp, Kahdyn Iliff, Ayla
Jackson, Dillon Jellison,
Kelly Jones, Brooks
Kahlig, Kellan Kirby,
Karsen Kuhn and Cory
Landers.

Also Maria Laux,

Jaden Lawrence, Reny
Lingo, Charlie Link,
Haley Litmer, Carter
Lloyd, Tailyn Lorton,
Kenady Lyons, Madison
McLaughlin, Zoe
McLaughlin, Brady
Millspaugh, Gabriel
Moser, Angel Navarro-
Garcia, Jacoby Penrod,
Charlotte Peters, Ava
Peterson, Audrey Phelps,
Jessa Powell and Sophia
Reagan.

Also Madeline

Richards, Alexa Ride-
nour, Ella Roussey, Gra-
cie Rowles, Kendall
Schemenaur, Karsyn
Schwieterman, Liam Ser-
jern, Aubree Shannon,
Karli Shannon, Spencer
Smitley, Avery Snow, Eli-
jah Snyder, Arman Solis,
RaiLinn Somers, Liam
Stofira, Connor Stultz,
Andrew Suman, Crystal
Swartzentruber,
Madysen Taylor, Eloise
Teeter, Kylee Timmer-

man, Brayden Tobe, Mor-
gan Trinidad, Jaylee
Twigg, Jace Vance and
Lane VanNote.

Also Camden Vinson,
Tinley Walker, Jackson
Walter, Grady Warvel,
Hailey Welling, Kali A.
Wendel, Lila Wendel,
Matthew Wenning,
Natalia White, Tamara
Whitehead, Samuel Wig-
gins, Cooper Wright,
Nathan York and Seth
Zizelman.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 
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Eighth graders placed on honor roll

Divorcee doesn’t want another marriage

Community Calendar

Dear
Abby
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By MORTON J. MARCUS
Over the past decade, we have

seen substantial changes in the
income of  Americans. 

Nationally, between 2014 to
2024, total personal income grew
by an annual average of  5.2%
while consumer prices rose at a
2.8% annual average rate. All
states, led by Utah and Idaho,
posted gains exceeding that rate
of  inflation. Indiana came in
22nd at 5.1%, just behind the Dis-
trict of  Columbia and just ahead
of  Virginia.

Data distracters will say that
0.1% between Indiana and the
nation is just a rounding error. It
doesn’t mean much. It’s only an
estimate subject to revision. Data
disciples will note, if  Indiana has
just equaled the national average

rate of  growth, Indiana’s person-
al income in 2024 would have
amounted to a lag of  $10.8 billion.

Income has three major compo-
nents. Most of  our income is the
result of  working. Earnings by
place of  residence (rather than by
place of  employment) as a share
of  total income were 64% for the
United States in 2014, but
declined to 61% 10 years later.
Only the state of  Washington

showed an increased share of  its
total personal income coming
from earnings. Here in Indiana,
earnings went from 65% of
income to 63%, a small decrease
compared to Wyoming’s fall of
58% to 49%, the only state where
earnings were less than half  of
all income. Does this foreshadow
the future?

What filled the gap left by weak
earnings growth? First, it was
returns on capital in the form of
dividends, interest and rent
(DIR). While earnings grew at a
4.8% average annual rate both
nationally and within Indiana,
DIR advanced by 6.1% annually,
led by Utah at 9.2%. High interest
rates and robust consumer
demand pushed up housing val-
ues, stimulating DIR increases of

6.8% or better in 14 states. But
thanks to legislative cowardice,
taxes on earnings are higher than
taxes on capital gains for many.

Secondly, transfer payments
grew by 6% annually, to move
from 18% of  income in 2014 to
nearly 25% in 2024. Among the
factors at work were Social Secu-
rity and Medicare for a burst of
baby boomers, unemployment
compensation for a growing
group of  white collar workers
and higher health care payments
for low income recipients via
Medicaid.

The relative decline of  earn-
ings were offset by higher DIR
and increased transfer payments.
We increased income disparities
between those who have claims
on capital (the wealthy and the

aging with substantial retire-
ment accounts) and those with
earnings. Then we supported  a
generational need for increased
medical care resulting from
decades of  smoking and environ-
mentally related maladies (COPD
and air pollution, for example).
Weak federal tax policies have
combined with federal accept-
ance of  fiscal responsibility for
health and natural disaster
expenditures (COVID and
storm/fire damages). It is an era
of  extravagant consumerism
overshadowing responsible fiscal
behavior.

••••••••••
Marcus is an economist former-

ly at the Kelley School of  Busi-
ness. Email him at mortonjmar-
cus@gmail.com.

Demographics, cowardice key shift

The Baltimore Sun
Tribune News Service

U.S. Rep. Anna Paulina
Luna, a Florida Republi-
can, recently reintroduced
the “Do or Dye Act,” and
it’s a big deal. The bill,
which picks up a key piece
of  Health and Human Serv-
ices Secretary Robert F.
Kennedy Jr.’s “Make Amer-
ica Healthy Again” play-
book, wants to kick eight
nasty petroleum-based food
dyes — including Red No.
40, Yellow No. 5, and Blue
No. 1 — out of  our snacks
and cereals.

These are the same dyes
linked to health risks, par-
ticularly in children, and
they’re already banned in
several countries. Sure,
RFK Jr. can be a lightning
rod and some of  his ideas
are farfetched, but Democ-
rats shouldn’t bolt just
because he’s on board. This
is a cause with history, sci-
ence and voters on its side
and it’s one where both
sides can actually agree.

The dangers of  synthetic
food dyes aren’t new news.
A 2021 California
report tied them to hyper-
activity and behavioral
issues in kids. Some, like
Red No. 3, have been flagged
for cancer risks in animal
studies. Since the 1950s,
their use has skyrocketed
500%, a trend that has wor-
ried health experts.

Democrats have a track
record of  tackling this kind
of  thing: President John F.
Kennedy tightened U.S.
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration rules in the ‘60s; the
agency banned dyes like
Red No. 1 over possible
liver damage. In 1990,
bipartisan support got Red
No. 3 out of  cosmetics. Cal-
ifornia Gov. Gavin New-
som, a Democrat, even
signed a 2024 law banning
six dyes in school lunches.
This isn’t a partisan issue
— it’s about keeping Amer-
icans, especially American
kids, safe.

Yes, we know RFK Jr.’s
name can make some
Democrats twitch, especial-
ly with his history of  vac-
cine skepticism which cer-
tainly misses the mark. But
dismissing this dye ban
because it aligns with his
agenda would be throwing
out a good idea for no rea-
son.

The science is solid and
the politics are too. A 2023
YouGov poll found 66% of
Americans, including 62%
of  Democrats, want stricter
rules on food additives. A
2024 Rasmussen Reports
survey showed 71% of  par-
ents — across party lines —
support banning dyes
linked to health risks.

Democrats can score
points here: Voters, espe-
cially younger ones and
parents, are all in for clean-
er food. In a 2025 Pew

Research Center survey,
78% of  Gen Z and Millenni-
als said they’d back candi-
dates prioritizing public
health. Supporting Luna’s
bill is a no-brainer for
Dems looking to connect
with their base and swing
voters.

Globally, the U.S. is
behind the curve on this
vital health issue.
The European Union slaps
warning labels on foods
with Red No. 40, Yellow No.
5 and Yellow No. 6 for their
impact on kids’ behavior.
Countries like the United
Kingdom, Australia, New
Zealand, Canada and Nor-
way have either banned
these dyes or pushed com-
panies to use natural
options like beet juice or
turmeric. Big brands like
Kraft have already refor-
mulated products for those
markets, so why not here?
Luna’s bill sets a deadline
of  Dec. 31, 2026. We think
that’s a reasonable timeline
for billion-dollar brands.

This would seem an espe-
cially ideal opportunity for
Democrats, with their his-
tory of  fighting for con-
sumer safety, to join Repub-
licans and score a biparti-
san win for the wellbeing of
all America — and help
reestablish their consumer-
oriented brand. The data’s
clear, the voters are on
board, and other countries
are already there. Indeed, a
majority of  states are
already moving to impose
artificial dye bans of  their
own and not just on food
products.

The legislation may pose
challenges for products
like Lucky Charms break-
fast cereal or Cheetos chips
as they switch to more nat-
ural alternatives but that
seems a small price to pay
to address the various
health threats associated
with synthetic food dyes.

Nothing is fake
about health risks

By JOHN M. CRISP
Tribune News Service

Apart from feeding ourselves
and procreating, is there any com-
pulsion more fundamental to our
human character than fighting
among ourselves?

Sure, religion urges us to beat
our swords into ploughshares and
our spears into pruning hooks,
and Jesus said to “Love your ene-
mies,” but somehow, more often
than not, our instincts take over,
and we just fight.

Indeed, some wars are driven by
religion, others by ideology. We
often fight over land and
resources. Some wars are sparked
by pride and arrogance. On the
other hand, the causes of  some
wars are elusive.

World War I is a good example:
The assassination of  Austrian
Archduke Ferdinand in June 1914
was more a catalyst than a cause.
Historians continue to puzzle over
how a minor event in an obscure
city sparked the first great catas-
trophe of  the 20th Century. They
point to burgeoning nationalism,
rivalries, alliances, competitive
armament and militarism and
even naivete about the destructive-
ness of  new weapons such as
machine guns and tanks.

But the simple version is that
Europe was in a mood to fight, and
it took very little to ignite the war.

I was thinking about this last
week as I happened upon a conflu-
ence of  several stories on the same
page of  my local newspaper. Two
of  them were business-as-usual
updates on the world’s most promi-
nent wars at present: The Gaza
Health Ministry reports that the
death toll in Gaza has surpassed
55,000, more than half  of  whom,

according to the Ministry, are
women and children.

An adjacent story reports that
an overnight drone assault by Rus-
sia has killed another three
Ukrainians and injured 64 in the
war that President Donald Trump
ran on ending in 24 hours. He
appears to have lost patience with
his failure to do so, saying recent-
ly, using an outrageously inapt
metaphor, that sometimes you just
have to let two children fight.

Next to that story was this omi-
nous report: The U.S. is withdraw-
ing nonessential personnel from
its embassy in Baghdad, as well as
encouraging the departure of
nonessential personnel and family
members from Bahrain and
Kuwait. U.S. talks with Iran aren’t
going well, and the “potential for
regional unrest” is growing.

On the same day, the New York
Times reported that, according to
officials in the United States and
Europe, “Israel appears to be
preparing to launch an attack soon
on Iran.”

As it happened, between the
time I wrote that last sentence and
this one, Israel did indeed launch
an attack on Iran, and Iran has
retaliated. What will happen next
is extremely unpredictable.

In other news, today, as I write,
is June 14, the 79th birthday of
President Trump. Coincidence or

not, he celebrated his nativity by
reviewing the troops in front of
the White House as an awesome
parade of  military might passed
before him, including tanks, fight-
ing vehicles and fighter jet fly-
overs.

As a rule, most Americans aren’t
as keen on military spectacles as
are the leaders and citizens of
countries such as North Korea,
China and Russia. But Trump
appears to enjoy them, and so do
many of  his supporters.

The martial spirit was in full
evidence last week, as well, during
Trump’s speech at Fort Bragg, as
he calls it. As usual, the most
enthusiastically bellicose are the
young soldiers, trained to fight but
never as yet sent off  to war, and
our leaders, who are often
enchanted by the spirit of  victory
in battle, but who themselves
never experienced combat or even
served in the military. In Trump’s
case, it had something to do with
bone spurs.

We’re in a dangerous but famil-
iar place: We have a powerful mili-
tary committed to duty; we have a
president who is beguiled by mar-
tial trappings and the imagined
glory of  victory; and we have a
volatile situation where the choice
of  war isn’t entirely under our
control: A minor Iranian attack on
American troops in the region
would be a sufficient catalyst.

Reminiscent of  1914, this is
when war itself  takes on a life of
its own, entirely out of  our hands:
Brace yourself.

•••••••••• 
Crisp, an op-ed columnist for

Tribune News Service, lives in
Texas and can be reached at jcrisp-
columns@gmail.com.

War is taking on life of its own

Morton J. 
Marcus

John M.
Crisp

Guest
Editorial

... dismissing
this dye ban

because it
aligns with
his agenda
would be

throwing out
a good idea

for no reason.
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University of Illinois
The global food system faces

growing risks from climate
change, even as farmers seek to
adapt, according to a June 18
study in Nature.

In contrast to previous studies
suggesting that warming could
increase global food production,
the researchers estimate that
every additional degree Celsius
of  global warming on average
will drag down the world’s ability
to produce food by 120 calories
per person per day, or 4.4% of  cur-
rent daily consumption. 

“When global production falls,
consumers are hurt because
prices go up and it gets harder to
access food and feed our fami-
lies,” said Solomon Hsiang, pro-
fessor of  environmental social
sciences at the Stanford Doerr
School of  Sustainability and a
senior author of  the study. “If  the
climate warms by 3 degrees,
that’s basically like everyone on
the planet giving up breakfast.”
That’s a high cost for a world
where more than 800 million peo-
ple at times go a day or more
without food because of  inade-
quate access. 

The projected losses for U.S.
agriculture are especially steep.
“Places in the Midwest that are
really well suited for present day
corn and soybean production just

get hammered under a high
warming future,” said lead study
author Andrew Hultgren, an
assistant professor of  agricultur-
al and consumer economics at
the University of  Illinois Urbana-
Champaign. “You do start to won-
der if  the Corn Belt is going to be
the Corn Belt in the future.”

Hsiang and Hultgren worked
on the analysis with more than a
dozen scholars over the past eight
years as a project with Climate
Impact Lab, a research consor-
tium that Hsiang co-directs with
University of  Chicago economist
Michael Greenstone, Rutgers
University climate scientist
Robert Kopp, and climate policy
expert Trevor Houser of  the
Rhodium Group.

“This is basically like sending
our agricultural profits overseas.
We will be sending benefits to
producers in Canada, Russia,
China. Those are the winners,
and we in the U.S. are the losers,”
said Hsiang. “The longer we wait
to reduce emissions, the more
money we lose.”

Limits to adaptation
The study draws on observa-

tions from more than 12,000
regions across 55 countries. The
team analyzed adaptation costs
and yields for crops that provide
two-thirds of  humanity’s calo-

ries: wheat, corn, rice, soybeans,
barley, and cassava. 

Previous studies failed to
account for realistic adaptation
by farmers, assuming either “per-
fect” adaptation or none at all.
The new study is the first to sys-
tematically measure how much
farmers adjust to changing condi-
tions. In many regions, for exam-
ple, they switch crop varieties,
shift planting and harvesting
dates, or alter fertilizer use.

The team estimates these
adjustments offset about one-
third of  climate-related losses in
2100 if  emissions continue to rise,
but the rest remain. “Any level of
warming, even when accounting
for adaptation, results in global
output losses from agriculture,”
said Hultgren.

The steepest losses occur at the
extremes of  the agricultural
economy: in modern breadbas-
kets that now enjoy some of  the
world’s best growing conditions,
and in subsistence farming com-
munities relying on small har-
vests of  cassava. In terms of  food
production capacity from staple
crops, the analysis finds yield
losses may average 41% in the
wealthiest regions and 28% in the
lowest income regions by 2100.

The modeling points to a 50%
chance that global rice yields will
increase on a hotter planet, large-

ly because rice benefits from
warmer nights, while the odds
that yields will decline by centu-
ry’s end range from roughly 70%
to 90% for each of  the other staple
crops.

Bigger losses
With the planet already about

1.5 degrees Celsius hotter than
pre-industrial levels, farmers in
many areas are experiencing
longer dry spells, unseasonable
heat waves, and erratic weather
that undermines yields, even
when inputs like fertilizer and
water improve. 

The study modeled future crop
yields under a range of  warming
and adaptation scenarios. By
2100, the authors estimate global
crop yields would be dragged
down 11% if  emissions rapidly
plummet to net zero and 24% if
emissions continue to rise
unchecked. 

In the shorter term, by 2050 the
authors estimate climate change
will drag global crop yields down
by 8% – regardless of  how much
emissions rise or fall in the com-
ing decades. That’s because car-
bon dioxide emissions stay in the
atmosphere, trapping heat and
causing damage for hundreds of
years. “If  we ignore those long-
run damages, we assign an eco-
nomic value of  zero to them, and

that is clearly wrong,” Hultgren
said.

New tools
Hsiang, Hultgren, and col-

leagues are now working to help
governments make informed
decisions about where to direct
adaptation investments, recogniz-
ing that many farmers still lack
access to even basic agricultural
resources, such as better fertiliz-
er and accurate weather data. 

The team is working with the
United Nations Development Pro-
gram to disseminate the new cli-
mate risk insights to govern-
ments around the world
and developing a system to iden-
tify communities most at risk of
yield declines and where targeted
support can be most effective.
“We’re focusing on how to make
it so that this is not actually what
our future looks like, even if  we
can’t get our act together on the
emissions side,” Hsiang said.

A favorable climate, he added,
is a big part of  what keeps farm-
land productive across genera-
tions. “Farmers know how to
maintain the soil, invest in infra-
structure, repair the barn,”
Hsiang said. “But if  you’re letting
the climate depreciate, the rest of
it is a waste. The land you leave to
your kids will be good for some-
thing, but not for farming.”

Study: Climate change cuts global crop yields

By DENNIS PECK
oregonlive.com
Tribune News Service

The 10,000-square foot proper-
ty, roughly two city lots, sits a
half-block north of  Irving Park,
in a tightly packed residential
neighborhood.

Unlike the surrounding
parcels, however, no house
stands upon it.

But this is no vacant lot.
Quite the contrary. On a late-

spring Saturday afternoon, Ari-
adne Garden is abuzz with life,
both literally (bee hives are
tucked in one corner) and every
other way.

Every square foot appears to
have something growing in it,
cared for by a dozen volunteers
on this day.

And Saturday is market day,
when the site is opened to the
public for three hours so they
can buy fresh produce and
explore where it’s grown.

A dozen people of  all ages
stroll up and down the pathways
between the rows of  vegetables,
fruits and ornamentals. Some
engage those working there to
ask questions, while a family of
three takes photographs of  their
toddler in the verdant garden.

A white-haired volunteer
makes his way to the front of  the
property clutching handfuls of
shiny, red beets. Another,
younger volunteer happily
munches away on salad greens
sitting in a bowl and a third

helps visitors pay for their fresh-
ly harvested produce and cut
flowers.

All of  this has its seeds in a
continuing dream that began in
1993, and it’s here, on this prop-
erty in Northeast Portland, that
community and garden come
together.

The Ariadne Garden is not a
typical community garden, how-
ever.

Instead, it’s a garden for the
community, providing an evolv-
ing menu of  vegetables and
fruits, based on the time of  year.
The produce stand, on the same
plot where the produce is grown,

is open on Saturdays from May
through October. Proceeds from
the sales are plowed back into
covering any garden expenses.

If  someone were so inclined
they could come watch their
future meals grow bigger in the
ground each week.

As volunteer Dan Clark, who
spends his work life in front of  a
computer, put it: “Your commu-
nity is where you make it.”

And a group of  20-25 volun-
teers choose to make it at Ari-
adne Garden.

The garden was the brainchild
of  Kim McDodge, who used a
$10,000 inheritance in 1993 to buy

the parcel and transform it into
an organic urban farm.

To protect the land from future
development, in 1995 she deeded
the property to the Oregon Sus-
tainable Agriculture Land Trust,
a nonprofit dedicated to regener-
ative farming and urban garden-
ing. It was the group’s first of
what has grown to nine proper-
ties, most in Portland but
stretching as far south as Canby.

And although McDodge died
in 2011, the garden continues to
thrive, in large part because of
the volunteers.

Tamara Boyd, who has been
helping for 20 years, calls it “a

growing experience.”
“I have loved to learn about

gardening and insects and dif-
ferent foods,” she said. “You
meet so many different people,
and we always go home with
food grown here.”

Ariadne is not only about the
produce and how it’s grown
(even the compost is all generat-
ed on site in three, rotating
piles), it most definitely is about
the people: those who visit and
those who volunteer.

One, Carmen Guerrero, is on
her second tour of  volunteer-
ing. Guerrero, who lives
in Philadelphia, helps out when
she’s in Portland to see her
daughter.

“Mother Earth is precious to
me,” said Guerrero, “and here I
can learn ways of  growing that
are different from where I gar-
den in Philadelphia.”

Under the land trust’s
purview, the garden is run by a
“loose leadership” of  six to
seven people, according to Noah
Dorr (one of  the leaders).

“Any money that’s raised
through the market days (Satur-
days, which draw as many as 50
visitors) goes right back into
the organization,” he said, to
cover expenses such as the
water bill. And anything they
don’t sell, he explained, “we try
to donate” to local food banks
and charitable organizations.

Dorr says as many as 25 vol-
unteers chip in each week over
the four days they are needed,
but they could use more help.

Specifically, younger help.
“We’re looking for the next

generation,” he said. “Anybody
can get involved.”

And gardening experience is
not required.

“I had no experience,” Clark
said. “It’s a way to give to the
community and being in the
outdoors is a godsend.”

Urban farm continues to thrive
Effort is

going strong
after 30 years

Tribune News Service/The Oregonian/Destiny Johnson

Ariadne Garden, located in Northeast Portland, is owned by a nonprofit and run by
volunteers. It sells produce, herbs and u-pick flowers by the stem.
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J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
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Quality Counts, Count
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BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
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509-0191
SEAMSTRESS NAN
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Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 3563 E 600 N,

Bryant IN 
Saturday Morning 
JUNE 21st, 2025

9:30 A.M.
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
(2) wood 36 section bolt

bin; 2 drawer work
bench; wood 30 section
bolt bin; Hover Round
mobility cart;   Gem Hot
Blast 816 cast iron

stove; hump back trunk;
gun cabinet; several
Tipp Mann paint ball
guns; Red Ryder &
other BB guns;  duck
decoys; POCKET

WATCHES:   20 PLUS
TO INCLUDE ELGIN,
WALTHER, AND

CROWN; Several pock-
et and hunting knives

with names such as Old
Timers and Buck; metal
folding chairs; small
windmill; hand corn

sheller; Coleman butane
stove; and many other

items not listed.
BOAT-TRACTOR S-
VEHICLES-MOTOR

BIKES-TOOLS 
1956 Wagemaker

Wolverine 12’ Cedar
Lined Boat  with 3 hp

Evinrude motor and trail-
er; Ford 8N wide front
tractor with 3 point (non
running); 1972 GT6 Tri-
umph MK car,  (non run-
ning);  Indian Enduro
175 motorcycle (non
running);   Scorpon

Whip 440TR snowmo-
bile;   Cub Cadet 101
garden tractor (non run-
ning); 1984 Pryer 3
wheeler ice cream

scooter;  Honda 13 hp -
60î gas trail type mower;
Country Plow 60î front
blade; Woods 60î - 3 pt.
finish mower; Cub Cadet
mower (non running);
Test Rite tool cabinet;
Dewalt drill; hay hooks;
cleaver; fishing poles;
cane poles; rod & reels;
tackle boxes; log chains;
hatchets; and many
other items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
This is the first of 2 auc-
tions.  We will be run-
ning 2 rings most of the
day.   Auction #2 will be
held on June 28, 2025
and will offer a large

selection of guns, ammo
and Indian artifacts.    

JON SMITH,
DECEASED
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers 

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069
Eric Robbins

AU2014000129 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 3563 E 600 N,

Bryant IN 
Saturday Morning 
JUNE 28th, 2025

9:30 A.M.
GUNS AND AMMO

(4) Stack On gun safes;
Ranger Model 34 - 22
cal bolt action rifle; Sav-
age Model 220 - 410
single shot; ARMI

JAGER Model 8P874 -
22 cal semi-auto rifle; ;
Bowlan & Brenner muz-
zle shotgun; Remington
Model 788 - .308 cal bolt
action rifle with scope;
Remington 870 Wing-
master TB 12 ga pump
shotgun; Auto Ordnance
Model 1911 A1 US Army
45 acp semi-auto pistol;
Barnett Crossbow with
scope; Recruit Recorve
crossbow with scope;
AMMO:  20 gauge & 16
gauge  slugs; 20 gauge
& 12 gauge shot gun
shells; 410 shot gun

shells; 243 Remington;
Black Powder and other

ammo not listed.   
INDIAN ARTIFACTS 

Over 100 lots of artifacts
to include Arrowheads of
various sizes, Birdstone,
Megalodon Teeth, Pes-
tle, Pendants, Horn

Stone Blade, Deflower-
ing Tool, Spearheads,
Butterfly Banner Stone,
Gorgets, Drillheads,

Pipe Ends, Hafted Stone
Blades, Axes, Scapers,
and various Indian

Stones.     ARTIFACTS
WILL BE SOLD BOTH
LIVE AND ON LINE
USING HI BID.    

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:   
Artifacts will be sold
beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Guns will start selling at
approximately 12:30

p.m.    Guns will not be
on site until day of auc-
tion.    Hand guns will be
registered thru local FFL
dealer.    For more infor-
mation contact LOY

REAL ESTATE & AUC-
TION at (260) 726-2700.

JON SMITH,
DECEASED
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers 

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069
Eric Robbins

AU2014000129 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 925 West Race

Street, Portland IN  
FRIDAY AFTERNOON,

JULY 11TH, 2025
5:30 P.M.

REAL ESTATE
Single story home with
approximately 1036
square feet of living

space situated on a 52’
x 136’ lot.  Home fea-
tures include 2 bed-

rooms and 1 bathroom.
A new water heater was

installed recently.
Property also offers a
12’ x 14’ deck and a
detached garage with
approximately 720

square feet.  This prop-
erty will make a great
starter home or rental
investment property.
Terms of Sale:   10%
nonrefundable deposit
day of auction and bal-
ance at closing.    Clos-
ing to be no later than
45 days from date of
auction.   Buyer to

assume taxes due and
payable in May 2026

and thereafter.
expense.  Sale of Real
Estate is subject to

approval of the Jay Cir-
cuit Court. For more
information or private
showing contact GARY
LOY, Auctioneer and
(260) 726-5160 or KIM
LOY, Real Estate Broker

at (260) 726-2700.
PERSONAL PROPER-
TY INCLUDING A 2002
GEO TRACKER WILL
BE SOLD IMMEDIATE-
LY AFTER THE REAL

ESTATE.
SONJA YOHE ESTATE
BY AMBER WANKEN, 

PERSONAL REP
JOHN LARUE - ESTATE

ATTORNEY
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers 

Gary Loy AU01031608 
PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday JUNE 21st,

2025
TIME 9:00 A.M. 

LOCATED:  2011 E 200
S, HARTFORD CITY, IN
VEHICLES - CAMPER -

TRACTOR - ATVs 
1973 Volkswagen Beetle
(Non running) with extra
parts. 1996 Chevy ZR-2
Pickup 4x4 extended
cab. 2002 Sprinter by
Keystone 27’ Camper
with slide-out. Harris

Pontoon boat with trailer.
Paddleboat. Iseki

TS1910 Tractor. Polaris
400 and 300 Xplorer 4x4
ATVs.  Hotspring 8 Per-
son Hot tub w/ Chemi-

cals and Filters.
ANTIQUES - TOOLS -
HUNTING - MISC 
Large Stamp Collec-

tion. Hotwheels Collec-

tion. Longaberger Bas-
kets. Childs Sled. Large
Childs Makeup Stand.
Galvanized 10 hole
Chicken Nest. Crafts-
man Roll away Tool
Boxes. Craftsman
Transmission Jack.

McCoulloch Generator.
Front-tine Tiller. Predator
Post Hole Digger. Dia-
mond Plate Toolbox.
Wire Cages. Chicken
Feeder. Fishing Sup-
plies. Yeti and other

Coolers. Bicycles. Pull-
behind Childs Buggy.
Vera Bradley Purses.
Building Supplies and
Materials. Several Rolls
of R-19 Insulation. Insu-
lation Blower and Blown
Insulation. Refrigerators.

Hammock. Several
Items Not Mentioned.
OWNER: CHARLES

EDWARDS ESTATE BY
JACKIE EDWARDS

Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY JUNE 28th,

2025
TIME  9:00 A.M. 

LOCATED: 346 E 400
N, Portland, IN

TRACTOR - EQUIP-
MENT - GUNS

Ford Jubilee Tractor. 3pt
5’ Box Blade. 5’ King
Cutter 3pt Rotary

Mower.  3pt Post Hole
Auger. 6’ x 10’ Single
Axle Utility Trailer w/

Winch. Craftsman Roll-
away Tool Boxes.

Craftsman 20 Gallon Air
Compressor. 10î Table
Saw. Insulated Dog
Houses. Winchester
Model 1200 12 Gauge
Pump.  Ruger .22 Cal
Single 6 Revolver.

Thompson 45 and 50
Cal Muzzle Loaders. (2)
Muzzle Loader Barrels.
Compound Bows and
Arrows. Clay Targets

and Thrower.   
ANTIQUES - MISC
2 and 3 Gallon Crock
Butter Churns.  Horse
Shoes. RR Anvil. Stop-
light. Coca Cola Chest
Cooler. Coca Cola Car-
rying Cooler. Bronze

Horse Figure. Cross Cut
Saw.  Miniature Tricycle
and Child’s Wagon. Old
Kitchen Cabinets.3

Cushion Sofa w/ Match-
ing Love Seat. Over-
sized Recliner. Rocker

Recliner.  2 Person Bicy-
cle and Other Bicycles.  

OWNER: Charles
Anderson Estate by Dar-

lene Anderson
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

110000  JJOOBBSS  WWAANNTTEEDD

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

113300  MMIISSCC..  FFOORR  SSAALLEE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

220000  FFOORR  RREENNTT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

The Commercial Review
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Public Notice
The City of Dunkirk will be

accepting sealed bids on the
following vehicles until noon
June 23, 2025. Bids will be ac-
cepted by mail or in person
at the Dunkirk Municipal
building located at 131 S

Main Street. All envelopes
must be marked as contain-
ing a bid. Vehicles are lo-

cated at 588 Industrial Drive
for viewing. All vehicles are

sold As Is. 
2015 Dodge Durango Police –

149,986 miles
1979 Ford Ranger F250 4-

Wheel Drive Truck – 73,885
miles

1999 Jeep Cherokee 4-Wheel
Drive – 53,961 miles

CR 6-13,14,17,18,19,20,212025-
HSPAXLP

Public Notice
TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL ES-

TATE AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed from the
Clerk of Circuit Court of Jay County, Indiana, in Cause No.
38C01-2503-MF-000004 wherein Click n' Close, Inc, was Plaintiff,
and Joshua Thomas Jacobs, et al were Defendants, requiring
me to make the sum as provided for in said Decree with inter-
est and cost, I will expose at public sale to the highest bidder, on
the day of July, 2025, at the hour of 11:00 AM or as soon there-
after as is possible, at 120 N Court Street, Suite 305, Portland,
IN 47371, the fee simple of the whole body of Real Estate in Jay
County, Indiana. 

LOT NUMBER SEVEN (7) IN CORWIN'S SUB-DIVISION OF
OUT LOT 3 IN BLOCK 3 IN THE WEST ADDITION TO THE
TOWN, NOW CITY OF PORTLAND AS PER PLAT
RECORDED AS PLAT BOOK A, PAGE 98, IN THE OFFICE
OF THE RECORDER OF JAY COUNTY, INDIANA. 
EXCEPT: EIGHTEEN (18) FEET OFF THE WEST SIDE OF
SAID LOT. 
ALSO:
EXCEPT: BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF
SAID LOT NUMBERED 7; THENCE NORTHERLY A DIS-
TANCE OF 5.5 FEET ALONG THE EASTERLY LINE OF
SAID LOT NUMBERED 7, BEING ALSO THE WESTERLY
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF A 16.5 FOOT ALLEY; THENCE
WESTERLY A DISTANCE OF 54.0 FEET; THENCE
SOUTHERLY A DISTANCE OF 4.0 FEET TO THE
NORTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF WATER STREET;
THENCE EASTERLY A DISTANCE OF 54.0 FEET ALONG
THE NORTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF WATER
STREET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING
256.5 SQUARE FEET, MORE OR LESS, IN THE OFFICE OF
THE RECORDER OF JAY COUNTY, INDIANA. 
ALSO:
A PART OF LOT NUMBER SEVEN (7) IN CORWIN'S SUB-DI-
VISION OF OUT LOT THREE (3) IN BLOCKNUMBER
THREE (3) IN THE WEST ADDITION TO THE TOWN, NOW
CITY OF PORTLAND, INDIANA, MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCING TWELVE (12)
FEET EAST OF THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID LOT
SEVEN (7) AND RUNNING THENCE EAST ON THE NORTH
LINE THEREOF SIX (6) FEET; THENCE SOUTH PARALLEL
WITH THE WEST LINE OF SAID LOT ONE HUNDRED
THIRTY-TWO (132) FEET TO A POINT ON THE SOUTH
LINE OF SAID LOT SEVEN (7); THENCE WEST SIX (6)
FEET; THENCE NORTH ONE HUNDRED THIRTY-TWO
(132) FEET TO THE PLACE OF BEGINNING, IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE RECORDER OF JAY COUNTY, INDIANA. 
PARCEL NUMBER: 38-07-20-103-155.000-034 
COMMONLY KNOWN ADDRESS: 
610 West Water Street, Portland, IN 47371 

Together with rents, issues, income, and profits thereof, said
sale will be made without relief from valuation or appraisement
laws.

Larry Ray Newton, Sheriff
Wood & Lamping, LLC
600 Vine St, Suite 2500
Cincinnati, OH 45202

CR 6-13,20,27-2025-HSPAXLP
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Saturday
Fort Recovery ACME baseball at Minster – 12

p.m.
Portland Rockets doubleheader vs. Fort Wayne

Devils – 1 p.m.

Sunday
Portland Rockets doubleheader vs. Fort Wayne

Jackers – 1 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

9 a.m. — Horse racing: Royal Ascot  (NBC)
2 p.m. — FIFA Club World Cup soccer: Flamengo

at Chelsea (TNT)
5 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series:

MillerTech Battery 200 (FS1)

7 p.m. — USL Championship soccer: Lexington
at Colorado Springs (ESPN2)

7:15 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at St. Louis
Cardinals (FDSN Indiana)

7:45 p.m. — CONCACAF Gold Cup soccer:
Jamaica at Guadeloupe (FS1)

8 p.m. — NHL Stanley Cup: Florida Panthers at
Edmonton Oilers (TNT)

8:30 p.m. — MMA: Professional Fighters
League (ESPN)

9 p.m. — FIFA Club World Cup soccer: Bayern
Munich at Boca Juniors (TBS)

10 p.m. — CONCACAF Gold Cup soccer:
Guatemala at Panama (FS1)

Saturday
2:15 a.m. — AFL: Sydney Swans at Port Ade-

laide Power (FS1)

9 a.m. — MotoGP: Italian Grand Prix (FS1)
11 a.m. — XPEL Grand Prix at Road America

(FS1)
12 p.m. — UFC fighting (ESPN)
1 p.m. — Major League Rugby: Chicago Hounds

at New England Free Jacks (ESPN2)
2 p.m. — LPGA Tour: Women’s PGA Champi-

onship (NBC)
2:15 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at St. Louis

Cardinals (FDSN Indiana)
3 p.m. — UFC fighting (ABC)
4 p.m. — PGA Tour: Travelers Championship

(CBS)
4 p.m. — PPL lacrosse: New York Atlas at

Philadelphia Waterdogs (ESPN)
4 p.m. — CFL football: Ottawa RedBlacks at Cal-

gary Stampeders (ESPN2)
4:05 p.m. — MLB: Texas Rangers at Pittsburgh

Pirates (FS1)
7 p.m. — NCAA baseball World Series: Coastal

Carolina at LSU (ESPN)
7 p.m. — PPL lacrosse: Boston Cannons at

Maryland Whipsnakes (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — CONCACAF Gold Cup soccer: Curacao

at Canada (FS1)
7 p.m. — WNBA: Phoenix Mercury at Chicago

Sky (ABC)
7:15 p.m. — MLB: New York Mets at Philadel-

phia Phillies (FOX)
8 p.m. — USL Championship soccer: Birming-

ham Legion at Oakland Roots (FOX)
9 p.m. — Major League Rugby: Houston Saber-

Cats at Utah Warriors (ESPN2)
9 p.m. — FIFA Club World Cup: River Plate at

Monterrey (TBS)
10 p.m. — CONCACAF Gold Cup soccer: Hon-

duras at El Salvador (FS1)
8 p.m. — USL Championship soccer: Monterey

Bay at El Paso Locomotive (FOX)

Local notes
Registration open

Registration for the 35th annual Flat 50 Plus
bicycle ride in Adams County is now open. To regis-
ter, visit RunSignUp.com.

There are rides ranging from 20 to 100 miles
long.

The event will be held at 7 a.m. Saturday, June
21. It will start at Bellmont High School and will
have stops in Willshire, Geneva and Monroe with
refreshments.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap”, email

details to sports@thecr.com

Continued from page 8
The Dodgers also won

the World Series last
year, their second cham-
pionship and fourth
World Series appearance
in the last eight years. In
the 13 seasons since Wal-
ter and his group bought
the Dodgers, the team
has posted a winning
record every year. In that
same 13-season span, the
Lakers have one champi-
onship, one NBA Finals
appearance and six win-
ning records.

After buying the
Dodgers, Walter and
Boehly explored buying
AEG, the entertainment
giant that owns the
Kings and Crypto.com
Arena. Walter subse-
quently bought the
Sparks, invested in the
Lakers and launched a
professional women’s
hockey league in which
the championship tro-
phy is called the Walter
Cup.

If  the Dodgers’ pur-

chase is any indication,
Walter might not make
an immediate flurry of
changes with the Lakers.
After he bought the
Dodgers, he retained
general manager Ned
Colletti through the 2014
season before replacing
him with Andrew Fried-
man.

The beloved O’Malley
family sold the Dodgers
before the turn of  the
century, saying the eco-
nomics of  professional
sports had exploded
beyond the means of
families with no other
significant source of
income.

Under Walter, the
Dodgers have not only
raised their payroll to
record levels but invest-
ed heavily in areas that
they believe help deliver
a winner, from a vaunted
analytics department to
dietitians for their major
and minor league play-
ers and expanded club-
houses with the latest in

hydrotherapy. The own-
ers also have invested
more than $500 million
into renovating Dodger
Stadium, adding mod-
ern amenities to a 63-
year-old ballpark.

The Lakers, whose
minority owners include
Los Angeles Times
owner Dr. Patrick Soon-
Shiong, are entering a
critical moment in the
franchise’s history.
James, the NBA’s all-
time leading scorer, has
a $53-million player
option that he needs to
either accept or decline
by June 29. If  he
declines, he’d be an
unrestricted free agent.

The team also is try-
ing to sign Luka Doncic,
who it acquired in a
shocking trade last Feb-
ruary, to a massive con-
tract extension function-
ally making him the
future face of  the fran-
chise. He’s eligible to
sign an extension on
Aug. 2. 

Lakers ...
By BRIAN WACKER
The Baltimore Sun
Tribune News Service

BALTIMORE — Ravens
quarterback Lamar Jack-
son stood at the podium
after a practice Tuesday
and exhorted general man-
ager Eric DeCosta to “go
get” free agent and two-
time Pro Bowl cornerback
Jaire Alexander. Jackson
and Alexander were team-
mates at Louisville, entered
the NFL together in 2018
and have remained close.

Less than 24 hours later,
DeCosta obliged.

On Wednesday, Alexan-
der, who spent his first
seven seasons in the NFL
with the Green Bay Pack-
ers, signed with Baltimore,
the team announced. It’s a
one-year, $4 million deal
worth up to $6 million,
according to a source with
direct knowledge of  the
contract.

About a dozen teams
were interested in signing
Alexander, and one of  his
prerequisites was playing

for a contender, the source
said.

The move was the latest
splash for the Super Bowl
contender Ravens, who last
offseason signed five-time
Pro Bowl running back
Derrick Henry and this off-
season landed free agent
wide receiver and three-
time All-Pro DeAndre Hop-
kins.

Alexander’s addition,
meanwhile, bolsters a
Ravens pass defense that
ranked 31st in yards
allowed per game (244.1)
and was 17th in intercep-
tions with 12. He also adds
depth to a secondary that
already includes All-Pro
slot cornerback Marlon

Humphrey, fast rising Nate
Wiggins, veteran Chidobe
Awuzie, T.J. Tampa and
Jalyn Armour-Davis.

Alexander also comes
with question marks, most-
ly centered around health.

The 28-year-old has
missed at least 10 games in
three of  the past four sea-
sons. Last season, he played
in just seven games
because of  quadriceps and
knee injuries.

Still, Alexander has been
one of  the game’s best cor-
nerbacks when healthy.

Despite appearing in
only seven games last sea-
son, he finished second on
the team in pass breakups
(seven) and tied for second
in interceptions (two). In
2022, he had five intercep-
tions and 14 pass breakups
in 16 games, and in 2019 had
17 pass breakups and two
interceptions, also in 16
games.

Over his seven seasons,
including the playoffs,
Alexander has 15 intercep-
tions.

Ravens sign Jaire
Alexander for 1-year

Two-time Pro
Bowl CB was

cut by
Packers
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FR ACME is back in
action at Minster Saturday,

see Sports on tap
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On her way back
Maddy Timmerman of the Fort Recovery Eels summer swim

team swims the backstroke during the 13-14-year-old 200-meter
medley relay at Portland Water Park on Monday.

By DAN WOIKE
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

LOS ANGELES — The
Los Angeles Lakers, a fam-
ily-run business since
Jerry Buss purchased the
franchise in 1979, will be
sold to Dodgers control-
ling owner Mark Walter
and TWG Global, accord-
ing to multiple people
briefed on the deal.

The deal is expected to
occur with the Lakers’ val-
uation being about $10 bil-
lion — a record for a pro-
fessional sports franchise.

Walter will now lead the
city’s two premier profes-
sional sports teams.

Control of  the Lakers
went into a family trust
after Buss died in 2013,
with daughter Jeanie Buss
operating as the team’s
governor. The structure of
the trust meant the major-
ity of  Buss’ six children —
Johnny, Jim, Jeanie,
Janie, Joey and Jess —
would need to agree for a
sale to occur.

The Lakers didn’t
respond to requests for
comment.

The sale was viewed as a
massive surprise in NBA
circles.

Jeanie reportedly will
remain governor under
the terms of  the sale. All
controlling governors rep-
resenting teams in league
meetings need to own at
least 15% of  the franchise
to serve. The Buss family
owned 66%.

The sale will end family-
run control of  the Lakers,
who have achieved incred-
ible success — 11 NBA
championships earned by

some of  the league’s most
iconic figures, including
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar,
Magic Johnson, Shaquille
O’Neal, Kobe Bryant and
LeBron James — under
Jerry and his children’s
leadership.

“I know that my sister
Jeanie would have only
considered selling the
Lakers organization to
someone she knows and
trusts would carry on the
Buss legacy, started by her
father Dr. Buss. Now she
can comfortably pass the
baton to Mark Walter, with
whom she has a real
friendship and can trust,”
Johnson wrote in a post on
X.

“She’s witnessed him
build a winning team with
the Dodgers and knows
that Mark will do right by
the Lakers team, organiza-
tion, and fans! Both are
extremely intelligent,
visionaries, great leaders,
and have positively
impacted the greater Los
Angeles community! I love
both my sister
@JeanieBuss and my busi-
ness partner Mark Wal-
ter,” Johnson continued.

In March, Bill Chisholm
purchased the Boston
Celtics from Wyc Grous-
beck for $6.1 billion. Mark
Cuban sold his control of
the Dallas Mavericks late
in 2023 for $3.5 billion.

And earlier that year,
Marc Lasry sold the Mil-
waukee Bucks for $3.5 bil-
lion. Grousbeck and
Cuban were two of
Jeanie’s closest confi-
dantes among league own-
ership.

Walter and Todd Boehly
became the Lakers’
largest minority share-
holders in 2021 when they
bought 27% of  the fran-
chise — a stake previously
held by Phil Anschutz.

“The Los Angeles Lak-
ers are one of  the most
successful and admired
franchises in sports histo-
ry,” Walter said in a news
release at the time. “I have
watched the organization
grow under Jeanie’s lead-
ership and couldn’t be
more excited to partner
with her and the entire
management team. I am
committed to supporting
the franchise’s iconic sta-
tus by continuing to bring
together culture, commu-
nity and entertainment to
Lakers’ fans.”

Walter was a relatively
anonymous billionaire in
2012, when Johnson and
Stan Kasten were the
marquee partners in the
purchase of  the Dodgers
for $2 billion, then the
largest price paid for a
Major League Baseball
team.

Critics scoffed at the
purchase price, but Walter
and Boehly then negotiat-
ed a record $8.35-billion
local television deal with
Time Warner Cable.
Sportico this year valued
the Dodgers at $7.73 bil-
lion and estimated that
they generated $1 billion
in revenue last year, high-
lighted by the global eco-
nomic boost they gained
from signing Shohei
Ohtani to a record $700-
million contract.

See Lakers page 7

Mark Walter buying a
majority ownership of
Lakers from Buss family


