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Our annual Jay County Fair
preview special section will be
included in Thursday’s newspa-
per. It will include information
about the fair queen and her
court as well as schedules and
other details for grandstand
and Farmer’s Building enter-
tainment and a 4-H livestock
schedule.

Thursday — Coverage of
next week’s Redkey Town
Council meeting.

Friday — Results from the
Jay County Summer Swim
Team vs. Wells Community.

Saturday — New judge’s
stand in place at the Jay County
Fairgrounds grandstand.

In review Coming up

Colleen Norris, 80, Pen-
nville

Lorene Huss, 83, Geneva
Details on page 2.

Deaths Weather

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  93 degrees Mon-
day. The low was 76.

Tonight’s low will be in the
lower 70s. Rain is expected
Thursday with a chance of
thunderstorms and a high of
90.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

DUNKIRK — Water and
sewer rates will be increase
in 2026.

So will wages for city
employees.

Dunkirk City Council
gave initial approval to 3%
increases to water and
sewer rates and 2% raises
for employees at its meet-
ing Monday.

The council, absent pres-
ident Jesse Bivens, dis-
cussed the water and sewer
rates, which were also
raised by 3% last year,
which was in line with the
city’s long-term utility
plan. Council member
Christy Curts suggested
another 3% raise.

“I’d rather see it go up a
little bit every year than a
whole bunch in one year,”
she said.

The increases would
push the minimum water
rate to 25.54 per month
from the current $24.80 and
the minimum sewer rate to
$17.90 per month from the
current $16.87.

Council members Dan
Watson, Donna Revolt,
Randy Murphy and Curts
unanimously approved
moving forward with the
increase.

Mayor Jack Robbins
brought up the employee
raises, saying the 2026
budget process is going to
be difficult given uncertain-
ty regarding the amount of
funding that will be avail-
able following significant
changes made to tax policy
by state officials this year.

“This is probably, as
mayor, this is going to be
the toughest budget I’ve
dealt with,” he said.  “We’re
looking for a lot of  answers
with SB1 (now Senate
Enrolled Act 1) and what’s
gonna happen in the next
three years.”

See Increases page 2

Council OKs
3% hikes for
water/sewer,
2% raises for

employees

Dunkirk
plans to
increase
rates,
wages

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Project underway
A closed road sign sits along the side of Seventh Street in Portland just west of its intersection with Eighth Street

on Tuesday. Construction workers began drilling into the bridge on Seventh Street over the Salamonie River this week, with
bridge work to continue for the next 120 days.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Jay/Portland Building and Plan-
ning’s budget for next year is
ready.

The department’s inter-local
joint board approved its 2026 budg-
et and lease agreement Monday.

Jay/Portland Building and Plan-
ning — its cost is split evenly
between the city and county
— proposed a $217,090.90 budget
for next year, a $6,872.51 increase
from the current year, according to
assistant director Pati McLaugh-
lin. She attributed the increase to
rising health insurance costs as
well as incorporating a 3% raise
for employees as suggested by
county officials.

Jay County Commissioner
Duane Monroe recalled a discus-
sion with Jay County auditor
Emily Franks, saying she had felt

more comfortable with depart-
ments across the board incorporat-
ing a 2% raise for employees. (Jay
County Council OK’d suggesting
department heads incorporate 3%
raises into their budgets, with
Franks noting the county can
advertise the budget higher but
not lower than its final amount.
Council’s budget review is slated
for Sept. 3.) Other questions quick-
ly surfaced about what raises Port-
land and Jay County were hoping

to give employees, with anywhere
from 2 to 4% increases proposed by
county and city officials.

McLaughlin noted the inter-
local board sets its annual budget,
and Jay County Council and Port-
land City Council have the option
to either accept or deny it. Discus-
sion turned to disagreements with
council members on budget totals
in years past. Board member and
Jay County Council member
Faron Parr talked about how simi-

lar departments in surrounding
counties have more employees and
require a larger budget.

“We’re saving the county
$100,000 a year (that) all these oth-
ers counties are spending, at
least,” he said. “It’s a great deal for
the city and the county.”

Board members Faron Parr,
Duane Monroe, Ron Laux, Mike
Aker and Jerry Leonhard
approved the budget.

Also Monday, McLaughlin noted
there were no changes in the
department’s lease agreement
renewal with Portland for its office
space at Community Resource
Center, 118 S. Meridian St.

The one-year contract with the
City of  Portland divides and
charges rent evenly among ten-
ants, coming to at least $350 per
month. 

See Budget page 2

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana’s 15 public col-
leges and universities will
freeze in-state undergradu-
ate tuition and mandatory
fees for the next two aca-
demic years, Gov. Mike
Braun announced Monday
morning.

The Republican gover-
nor called the move a “his-
toric” step toward making
higher education more
affordable.

The freeze applies to all
flagship and regional cam-
puses across the state and
will keep costs flat through
the 2026-2027 academic
year. 

That includes Ball State
University; Indiana State
University; Indiana Uni-
versity’s Bloomington,
East, Fort Wayne, Indi-
anapolis, Kokomo, North-
west, South Bend and
Southeast campuses; Ivy
Tech Community College;
Purdue’s West Lafayette,

Indianapolis, Fort Wayne
and Northwest campuses;
University of  Southern
Indiana; and Vincennes
University.

It marks the first time
since at least 2010 that
more than two Hoosier
campuses have simultane-
ously frozen tuition — and
the first time ever that all
state colleges and universi-
ties have done so at once,
according to Braun’s office.

“A month ago, we chal-
lenged our state’s public
higher education institu-
tions to find efficiencies,
eliminate redundancies
and identify ways to

streamline services with-
out compromising quality,”
Braun said in a statement.
“The commitment made by
all of  Indiana’s public col-
leges and universities puts
students and parents first
and demonstrates to the
rest of  the country that
Indiana is a leader in pro-
viding a high quality edu-
cation at an affordable
price.”

Schools can still raise
rates for room and board,
however, and some institu-
tions will additionally
raise attendance costs for
international students.

See Frozen page 5

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Pageant performance
Kenzie Huey and Jenna Dues bump hips Sunday during a

performance for the Miss Jay County Fair Queen Pageant.
Contestants as well as the 2024 court members danced on stage
while judges deliberated.

State tuition frozen

Department budget OK’d for 2026

Inter-local board approves
3% increase from current year

Rates will not go up for
next two academic years
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1815 N Granville Ave,  Muncie

765 747 8103
  

765-747-8103
Open M-F 9:00a-5:30p;  
Saturdaa  ys 10:00a-3:00p
www.holderbedding.net
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N E W S P A P E R S

Colleen K. Norris, Pen-
nville, Sept. 25, 1944-June
22, 2025. Services will be at
11 a.m. Thursday, June 26,
at Walker & Glancy Funeral
Home, 109 W. Windsor St.,
Montpelier.

Lorene Huss, Geneva, Aug.
2, 1941-June 23, 2025.
Services will be at 10:30
a.m. Thursday, June 26, at
Church of the Living God,
8472 S. 800 East, Union
City.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  serv-
ices.

There is a charge for
obituaries, which are
accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Obituaries

Bids received
Jay County Commis-

sioners took various bids
for the owner-occupied
rehabilitation program
under advisement Mon-
day.

The program — it was
created using a $1 million
Office of  Community and
Rural Affairs grant
received for taking part in
the Hoosier Enduring
Legacy Program (HELP)
planning process for feder-
al coronavirus relief  dol-
lars — aims to make nec-
essary repairs or
upgrades to residents’
homes in the county. Work
could include roof, water
heater or heating ventila-
tion and air conditioning
unit replacements, electri-
cal work or upgrades to
make a home more acces-
sible.

The following contrac-
tors made offers to com-

plete work on a number of
homes to be rehabilitated:
All Circuit Electrical of
Bryant, Dave’s Heating &
Cooling of  Portland,
Mooreland Roofing and
Construction of  Rich-
mond, Mustard Seed
Remodeling of  Portland
and Fortitude Design and
Consulting of  Evansville.

Also Monday, commis-
sioners Duane Monroe
and Doug Horn, absent
Chad Aker, signed a letter
of  intent for Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
to apply for a Department
of  Mental Health match-
ing grant for national opi-
oid settlement funds.
Coalition director Kimbra
Reynolds noted the organ-
ization can apply for up to
$500,000, with hopes to
apply for funding to cover
capital expenses for The
Vision on Votaw recovery
home.

Capsule Reports

Continued from page 1
It requires Portland to cover

maintenance for permanent struc-
tures, such the parking lot, heating,
cooling, plumbing and electrical
fixtures. Tenants are responsible
for utilities, small repairs and the

cost of  shared items such as clean-
ing supplies.

Other tenants in the building
include Jay County community
coordinator Darlesia Lee, Jay
County Chamber of  Commerce,
Jay County Development Corpora-

tion and Jay County Visitors and
Tourism Bureau.

Parr, Monroe, Laux and Aker —
Leonhard abstained because he
also serves on Portland Board of
Works — approved the lease agree-
ment.

Continued from page 1
Senate Enrolled Act 1 made var-

ious changes to tax policy that
resulted in most local government
units expected to see less of  a fund-
ing increase than they would have
previously. (Estimates in April pro-
jected that Dunkirk would receive
about $180,000 less over a three-
year period than under the previ-
ous system, though late changes
were made to the legislation.)

Robbins noted that there is a
meeting at 6 p.m. Thursday at Jay
County High School with state offi-
cials regarding Senate Enrolled
Act 1.

“I would like to be able to tell a
dollar amount to what’s gonna
happen to the city of  Dunkirk in
the next three years, but I don’t
know what it’s going to be,” he
said. “I’m hoping that it’s not what
they’re saying. I’m hoping they’re
going to change that.”

Given the uncertainties, Rob-
bins suggested a 2% raise for all
employees for 2026.

Watson spoke in support of  the
suggestion, noting that the city
gave larger raises in the last cou-
ple of  years. Employees received
7% raises in 2024 and 5% raises
this year.

Council members unanimously
approved moving forward with
2% raises for 2026.

Both the water/sewer rate
increases and the employee raises
will need to be approved via ordi-
nance before going into effect.

Clerk-treasurer Kara Lowe also
floated the possibility of  shifting
all department heads and fire-
fighters to become salaried
employees.

In other business:
•Council approved the follow-

ing: the sale of  a 1979 Ford truck
to Brad Dues of  Portland for
$6,250 and a 2015 Dodge Durango
and a Jeep to Danielle Cassity for
$2,610.50 and $655, respectively, all
of  which were the high bids; a
$500 sponsorship for the capital
campaign to refurbish the gym

floor at West Jay Community Cen-
ter; a $200 sponsorship for Jay
County Cancer Society’s Cancer
Cruise; waiving permit fees for
Dunkirk Historical Society for a
shed and planned installation of  a
refurbished First State Bank
clock at its site at the former train
depot; waiving admission frees
for Dunkirk City Pool for the
city’s Independence Day celebra-
tion on Saturday, July 5; purchas-
ing a new alarm system for the
water department’s chlorine
room from Spear Corporation for
$5,684; and payment of  claims
totaling $274,161.72.

•Curts noted that fireworks for
Independence Day will be held at
dusk on Saturday, July 5, at
Dunkirk City Park. In case of
inclement weather, they will be
rescheduled for July 6.

•Council agreed to start the
process of  creating a non-revert-
ing fund for the fire department in
order to save money for equip-
ment needs. Funds from fire pro-

tection contracts — Dunkirk has
agreements with Knox, Jackson
and Richland townships in Jay
County and Niles Township in
Delaware County — would go into
the new fund. That money, which
totaled $14,451.06 in the most
recent contracts, currently goes
into the city’s general fund.

•Pam Robbins reported that
West Jay Community Center is
partnering with East Central
Indiana Regional Planning Dis-
trict to host an “Internet Smarts”
course at 6 p.m. Wednesday, June
25, at the community center. The
course is free and open to the pub-
lic.

•New Jay County Development
Corporation executive director
Ceann Bales introduced herself  to
the council.

•Murphy said the city’s street
department has ordered stop
signs for the intersection of  Wash-
ington and Broad streets. The
council recently voted to make the
street a four-way stop.

Increase ...

Budget ...

Methamphetamine
Several Indiana resi-

dents were sentenced to
serve time for possession
of  methamphetamine.

Dylan M. McKibben,
30, 3039 67 West, Port-
land, pleaded guilty in
Jay Circuit Court to pos-
session of  methampheta-
mine, a Level 6 felony. He
was sentenced to 348 days
in Jay County Jail and
given credit for 174 days
served. McKibben was
assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and
correction fee. As part of
his plea agreement, two
Class A misdemeanors
for possession of  mari-
juana were dismissed.

In a separate case,
McKibben also pleaded
guilty in Jay Circuit
Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a
Level 5 felony. He was
sentenced to three years

in Indiana Department
of  Correction with all of
his sentence suspended
and placed on probation
for three years. He was
assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and
correction fee.

David E. Franks, 63,
1206 North Franklin St.,
Portland, pleaded guilty
in Jay Superior Court to
possession of  metham-
phetamine, a Level 6
felony. He was sentenced
to one year in Jay County
Jail with all but two days
of  his sentence suspend-
ed and given two days
credit for time served.
Franks was placed on
probation for 363 days,
fined $100, assessed $189
in court costs and
ordered to pay a $200
drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correc-
tion fee. 

See page 5

Felony courts

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.61
July corn..................4.64
Sept. corn ................4.75

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.62
July corn..................4.59
Oct. corn ..................4.19

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.55
July corn..................4.55
Beans ......................10.53

July beans ..............10.53
Wheat ...................... 5.03

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.35
July corn..................4.37
Beans ......................10.28
July beans ..............10.23
Wheat ......................4.99

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.56
July corn..................4.56
Beans ......................10.28
July beans................9.84
Wheat .....................4.88

Lotteries

CR almanac

91/74 92/73 86/71 88/72 87/69
Thursday

looks like
sunny skies
with a 60%
chance of rain.
Heat index val-
ues may reach
the upper 90s.

Another
70% chance
of rain is
expected
Monday with
a higher
chance later
in the day.

Mostly
sunny with a
slight chance
of rain. Other-
wise, highs in
the upper
80s.

Heat index
values will con-
tinue to swell
into the upper
90s Friday,
when there’s a
50% chance of
showers.

Saturday’s
forecast shows
a 70% chance
of showers
with heat index
values in the
mid 90s again.

Thursday
6/26

Friday
6/27

Saturday
6/28

Sunday
6/29

Monday
6/30

Powerball
Monday
5-25-42-44-65
Power Ball: 20
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot:

$140 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$326 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 1-1-0
Daily Four: 7-0-7-9
Quick Draw: 8-13-16-

19-22-27-35-39-41-42-44-45-
47-50-54-57-65-67-73-77

Evening
Daily Three: 0-3-2

Daily Four: 5-4-4-6
Quick Draw: 1-2-4-5-14-

19-20-22-23-24-32-36-37-38-
46-52-69-75-78-80

Cash 5: 6-11-12-19-22
Estimated jackpot:

$415,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 7-3-4
Pick 4: 6-4-6-4
Pick 5: 6-6-1-5-4
Evening
Pick 3: 3-6-8
Pick 4: 0-8-6-9
Pick 5: 4-2-1-8-0
Rolling Cash: 7-12-21-

26-32
Estimated jackpot:

$110,000

In 1876, Gen. George
Custer and his troops
were killed in the Battle
of  Little Big Horn.

In 1924, Rosalind P.
Walter was born in
Brooklyn, New York.
Known as “Rosie the Riv-
eter” for her work on
fighter planes at the
Vought Aircraft Compa-
ny in Stratford, Connecti-
cut, Walter was involved
in a range of  philan-
thropic activities and
supported of  public tele-
vision programming.
One of  her famous

imageries is the “We Can
Do It” patriotic poster.

In 1947, the Diary of
Anne Frank was pub-
lished, just five years after
her 13th birthday. 

In 2007, Dunkirk City
Council OK’d moving for-
ward with a grant appli-
cation for the construc-
tion of  a new fire station
and base for Jay Emer-
gency Medical Service.
(The new facility was
constructed at its current
site on county road 400
South.)

—The CR

Today
7 a.m. — Jay County

Board of  Health, health
department, 504 W. Arch
St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk Park
Board, city building, 131
S. Main St.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-

rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

3:45 p.m. — Jay County
Solid Waste Management
District Board, 5948 W.
Indiana 67, Portland.

Tuesday
7 p.m. — Salamonia

Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.



Several Jay County locals made
the dean’s list at Ball State Univer-
sity for the spring semester.

Portland residents on the list
include Mara Bader, Aidan Blair,
Ezekiel Corwin, Anna Davidson,
Caleb DeRome, Maggie Dillon,
Kaitlyn Ellsworth, Ryne Goldswor-
thy, Madison Hambrock, Joske
Herndon, Garrett Hime, Janae
Jacobs, Liberty Keller, Hannah
Laux, Azael Navarro Garcia, Mor-
gan Reier, Brooke Retter, Chloe
Ruiz, Kyle Sanders, Sophia Sax-
man, Natalie Wehrly and Jordan
Wickey.

Dunkirk residents earning a spot

on the list were Chelsea Blanken-
ship, Bradley Monroe, Megan Slack
and Alizabeth Stotler.

Redkey residents on the list were
Mallory Ford and Lilly Rogers. Pen-
nville residents making the dean’s
list included Willow Hardy, Zander
Hudson, Ty Paxson and McKenna

Vore. Bryant residents earning a
spot on the list were Erika
Heitkamp, Lindy Mercer, Molly
Muhlenkamp and Zoey Shaneyfelt.

Ridgeville residents on the dean’s
list were Bella Denton, Coleton
Coffman, Amelia Donnelly, Landon
Friend, Maycee Moyer, Benjamin
Oliphant and Mitchell Winner.

Rose-Hulman list
A Jay County resident recently

made the dean’s list at Rose-Human
Institute of  Technology.

Gage Sims earned a spot on the
list for the 2024-25 spring quarter at
the Terre Haute college.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for

Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

EUCHRE CLUB — Will
meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of  each month
at Chalet Village Health
and Rehabilitation in the
North Lounge.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES —
Will meet at 6 p.m., on the
second and fourth
Wednesday of  the month

at the Eagles’ lodge, 320 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
LAWYERS IN

LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consultations
with a lawyer are avail-
able from 10 a.m. to noon
at Jay County Public
Library, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland. Consulting is
available on topics includ-
ing divorce, custody,
guardianship, tenant-
landlord issues, bankrupt-
cy, debt collection, estates
and immigration. Those
interested in participating
should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.

SMART RECOVERY —
A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda

Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792. 

DEMENTIA SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 5:30
p.m. at Persimmon Ridge
Rehabilitation Centre, 200
N. Park St., Portland.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. To learn
more information, please
call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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Fort Recovery Middle
School announced its
fourth nine weeks honor
roll.

Sixth graders making
the list with straight A’s
were Easton Diller, Tyce
Dilworth, Heidi Dues,
Kayla Dues, Leonard Fall-
er, Addison Fortkamp,
Rachel Fortkamp, Wade
Gaerke, LaMicheal
Heitkamp and Blake
Homan.

Also Conner Homan,
Walker Link, Anna
Niekamp, Violet Roessner,
Addison Schoenlein, Gar-
rett Siefring, Kaitlyn
Stammen, Tyler Stein-
brunner, Peyton Weitzel,

Zoey Wendel, Hailey Wen-
ning, Natalie Wenning,
Evan Willmann and Geor-
gia Wuebker.

Sixth graders earning a
spot on the list with A’s
and B’s were Rhett
Albers, Lillian Alig,
Heather Bertke, Rachel
Boeckman, Ziva Brown,
Aaron Brunswick, Kelly
Casillas-Sanchez, Rozlyn
Diller, Calan Fortkamp,
Gavin Gaerke, Mitchell
Geier and Hailey Grisez

Also Joshua Grube,
Riley Guggenbiller, Wes-
ley Heitkamp, Maverick
Huelskamp, Ellee Kremer,
Hannah Link, Brandon
Martinez, Whitley Over-

man, Theodore Schmitz,
Adaley Shuttleworth,
Kolten Timmerman,
Xavier Tobin, Marcus
Wenning, Riley White,
Lucas Winner and Rihan-
na Wuebker.

Seventh graders mak-
ing honor roll with
straight A’s were Kyle
Andrews, Alexandra
Bihn, Molly Boeckman,
Logan Gaerke, Skylee
Grafmiller, Mason Grisez,
Miley Hardwick, Lauren
Hart and Alex Heitkamp.

Also Mason Jutte, Cam-
den LeFevre, Quinn
McCain, Eloise Niekamp,
Katelyn Siefring, Aubrey
Stammen, Rayla Staugler,

Makayla Wehrkamp,
Aubrey Wendel, Kenzie
Wendel, Julia Westgerdes,
Mya Will and Gavin Will-
mann.

Seventh graders on the
list with A’s and B’s were
Mason Alig, Jacob
Bergman, John Bihn, Wil-
low Blossom, Lukas
Brackman, Brooke Dil-
worth, Carly Fortkamp,
Omar Garcia-Carrasco,
Brayden Grisez, Kendall
Grube and Jesse Homan.

Also Jayce Honeycutt,
Tucker Huntsman, Ryan
Jutte, Victoria Jutte, Isla
Kaiser, Chloe Knapke, Eli
Kremer, Owen Lamm,
Tori Noggler, Branston

Pohlman, Aubrey Post,
Addalyn Roessner, Koby
Timmerman and Rielle
Wendel.

Eighth graders earning
a spot on the list with
straight A’s were Jenna
Bertke, Chloe Brockman,
Anthony Evers, Hope
Evers, Brinley Fortkamp,
Stetson Fullenkamp,
Kayla Gaerke, Claire
Grube, Addyson
Heitkamp,Gavin
Heitkamp, Yoselin Juarez-
Gomez, Addison Jutte,
Carter Kaiser, Courtney
Overman, Alexander
Roessner, Lydia Will and
Lana Wuebker.

Eighth graders making

the honor roll with A’s and
B’s were Kaiser Albers,
Tenley Albers, Allison
Bergman, Kali Brunswick,
Kale Diller, Bentley Dil-
worth, Emmitt Dues, Jor-
dan Dues, Crew Fortkamp,
Landon Gahret, Ella Hahn
and Ethan Homan.

Also Julia Homan,
Brynn Huntsman, Andrew
Martinez, Isaac Niekamp,
River Overman, Kayden
Ranly, Andrew Rehmert,
James Shuttleworth, Bryce
Siefring, Gunnar Thomp-
son, Jett Tobe, Ben Vogel,
Emily Weidenhammer,
Mara Wendel, Claire Wen-
ning, Vincent Wenning
and Reid Willmann.

FR announces fourth nine weeks honor roll

DEAR ABBY: I’m a 48-year-old
woman. When I was 17, I hooked
up with this guy who was part
of  my friend group. I knew he
had a crush on me, so I decided
to have sex with him in his car.
It meant nothing to me, but
everything to him. 

He has tried to reach me over
the years. If  I was married, he
was single. After my first hus-
band died, I did meet up with
him briefly. I guess I shouldn’t
have done that. I asked him if  he
wanted to date, but he was mar-
ried. (His marriage didn’t last
long.) Then he was upset that I

met a wonderful man and was
dating. 

That wonderful man and I are
now married, and my old high
school hookup is pouting and
upset. He’s declaring his love for
me and insisting that I leave my
husband for him. I’m not going

to do that. Is the fact that he is
still in love with me after 30
years romantic or creepy? —
GOT HISTORY IN TEXAS

DEAR GOT HISTORY: It
appears your old high school
hookup hasn’t grown emo-
tionally since those days.
What is going on in his head
isn’t romantic; it is disre-
spectful. 

His unwillingness or
inability to move forward in
his own life is somewhat
creepy. Say that when you tell
him to quit bothering you
and your husband and get on

with his own life. After that,
if  necessary, block him.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My stepdaugh-

ter-in-law and I had words sever-
al months ago. Within a few
days, I received an apology, and I
apologized to her for my
response. Since then, she has
blocked me and told a mutual
friend she won’t be coming to
family gatherings, which she
rarely attended anyway. We
recently attended the funeral of
a close family friend. She came,
but I noticed she seemed unusu-
ally quiet and uncomfortable.

She barely spoke unless spoken
to but did hug me goodbye.
Should I ask her why she
blocked me or let it go? — CON-
FOUNDED IN TEXAS

DEAR CONFOUNDED: Your
stepdaughter-in-law is start-
ing to thaw. If  I were you, I
would let sleeping dogs lie.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Old flame tries to turn up the heat once again
Dear
Abby

Community Calendar

Local residents make dean’s lists
Taking
Note



Page 4 Opinion The Commercial Review
Wednesday, June 25, 2025

VOLUME 151–NUMBER 39
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25, 2025

The Commercial Review is published daily except
Sundays, Mondays and four holidays (New Year’s Day, Fourth
of  July, Thanksgiving and Christmas — holidays are observed
on Tuesday when they fall on a Monday) by The Graphic
Printing Co. Inc., 309 W. Main St., Portland, Indiana 47371.
Periodical postage paid (USPS 125820) at Portland, Indiana.
Postmaster: Send address changes to The Commercial Review,
309 W. Main St., P.O. Box 1049, Portland, Indiana 47371 or call
(260) 726-8141. 

We welcome letters to the editor, which are accepted by
email only to letters@thecr.com. They should be 700 words
or fewer, signed, with city/town of  residence and include a
phone number for verification purposes. We reserve the right
to edit for content and clarity. www.thecr.com

The Commercial Review
HUGH N. RONALD (1911-1983), Publisher Emeritus

JOHN C. “JACK” RONALD (1948-2022), Publisher Emeritus

RAY COONEY
President, editor and publisher

LOUISE RONALD
Board chair

TONIA HARDY
Business manager

BRIAN DODD
Production manager

US PS 125820

Subscription rates
Internet-only: Three days – $3; Monthly auto-pay – $10; 13

weeks – $32; six months – $60; one year – $108.
City (walking – where available): Monthly auto-pay – $12;

13 weeks – $37; six months – $70; one year – $125.
Motor route (where available): Monthly auto-pay – $13; 13

weeks – $45; six months – $76; one year – $144.
Mail: Monthly auto-pay – $14; 13 weeks – $51; six months –

$83; one year – $156.
Home delivery problems:  Call (260) 251-9588

“Were it left for me to decide whether we should have
government without newspapers or newspapers without
government I should not hesitate to prefer the latter.”

—Thomas Jefferson

Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from June 24, 2015.
Jack wrote this piece following the
June 17, 2015, shooting at
Emanuel African Methodist Epis-
copal Church in which a white
supremacist killed nine churchgo-
ers. The memories Jack shares and
questions he poses are worth revis-
iting from time to time.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

The ugliness of  it was casual,
and that made it even uglier.

Growing up in Jay County in
the middle of  the last century, my
generation was awash in casual
racism. It was something we
inherited from those who went
before us, but by the 1960s it was
also something we knew made no
sense.

Stop by a coffee shop in, say,
1963 and you were almost certain
to hear “the N word,” casually. No
big deal.

Ours was a generation that
found bigotry infested our child-
hood games. A couple of  weeks

ago, I wrote a column about a
game of  tag; and I’m still both-
ered by the fact that part of  the
ritual before each game involved
the phrase, “Round as a moon,
dark as a coon.”

Ours was a generation that rou-
tinely said, “Eeny, meeny, miney,
moe, catch a (Fill in the blank) by
the toe” at recess time at elemen-
tary school. A few years later,
some smarter parents were
insisting on the word “tiger” in
its place.

And yet, here we were in the
white bread American Midwest,
with no more than a handful of
black families to encounter in our
everyday lives.

What was your opportunity for

interaction with an African-
American when you were grow-
ing up in Portland in the 1960s?
Her name was Wanda Watkins.
She was a sweet and smart kid
who lived on West Water Street,
and I think her family attended
the A.M.E. Church that once
stood on East Water next to what
is now Jay Community Center.

What was your opportunity for
interaction with an African-
American when you were grow-
ing up in Dunkirk during the
same period? It might have been
George Miller, a biracial kid who
attended Dunkirk schools for a
time while he was living with his
grandmother. He later went on to
a distinguished — and I mean dis-
tinguished — career as an astro-
physicist.

But in those days, he was just a
black kid with red hair and freck-
les.

Beyond school, there were a
handful of  A.M.E. families. Ruth
Nelson and her sister, India
Evans, did housekeeping for a

number of  families, including
mine. And Ruth is a permanent
part of  my childhood memories.
She was like an extra parent.

While there was no tension,
while there was no overt bigotry,
there remained this hard-to-
explain undercurrent of  dispar-
agement.

Maybe some of  it had to do
with the division between rural
and urban.

We, after all, were hayseeds.
Despite the presence of  a handful
of  families, most of  us associated
African-Americans with the big
city.

But the real answer is that the
Civil War wasn’t over.

The Union had won on the bat-
tlefield, but the Reconstruction
Era and the first half  of  the 20th
century belonged to the South.
Jim Crow was alive and well.
Every day’s papers brought news
of  civil rights workers being
harassed or beaten or murdered.

And in a very real way, the
South — the hateful principles

that led the Confederacy to war —
set the tone for small town Mid-
western America in that era. Hol-
lywood had glamorized it with
“The Birth of  a Nation” and
“Gone with the Wind.” So small
town Indiana was ripe territory
for George Wallace and Lester
Maddox and the vestiges of  the
Klan that still hung around.

That was then. This is now.
But how much has changed?
That seems a valid question in

the wake of  last week’s horrific
church slayings in South Caroli-
na.

Have we made any progress?
Have we cast off  the infestation
of  casual bigotry?

Or are we, when you peel back
the niceties, not all that far from
where we were a few generations
back?

I’d like to hope that the Jay
County of  today is different from
the Jay County of  my youth. But
I think all of  us need to ask our-
selves whether that is actually
true.

How much have we really changed?
Back in

the Saddle

Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

As is its right and duty,
the U.S. Senate now has
messed with the Trump
administration’s “big,
beautiful,” tax-and-spend-
ing bill that just squeaked
through the House. Here’s
our hot take on some of
the Senate’s work in
progress, as viewed not in
terms of  what is ideal but
in the context of  what the
House already passed.

We’re all for limiting the
“no-tax-on-tips” deduction
to $25,000 per person. We
didn’t like the campaign
promise in the first place
and its application to
servers at fancy joints who
make very good money is
especially unfair on those
employees who don’t
receive tips.

Same deal with the
smart idea to limit “no tax
on overtime” to $12,500 (or
$25,000 per couple). That’s
not fair either, but it’s cer-
tainly better to make sure
only lesser paid folks get
the benefit. And while
plenty of  seniors do not
need a bigger $6,000 tax
break (in lieu of  President
Donald Trump’s promises
not to tax Social Security),
that amount is pegged
about right to make a dif-
ference in the lives of  the
people who need it with-
out offering anything of
life-changing significance
to wealthier Americans.
We suspect that will be
expensive but can live
with that.

And it made sense for
the Senate version to limit
another wacky Trump
giveaway, no tax on car
loans, to new vehicles. It
limits the cost of  the
$10,000 tax break, helps
workers in dealerships
and factories, and gets
more cars with advanced
safety features and gas
mileage on the road. It
also will be harder to
game than the House ver-
sion, applicable to any car.

We’re all for a perma-
nent modest increase in
both the standard deduc-
tion and the child tax
allowance, being as tempo-
rary increases with expiry
dates invariably represent
sleight of  hand to our
minds. We’re all for reduc-
ing the tax on university
endowment income (to
8%); the House version,
which went as high as
21%, was mere Trumpian
punitiveness and would

have harmed the sector
immeasurably.

Arguably, the current
1.4% rate for endowments
is too low, given the legiti-
mate concerns about the
expansion of  the national
debt. But we’d be happier
if  a more comprehensive
look at all nonprofit tax
breaks was taking place;
there’s no reason to single
out universities beyond
ideology or revenge, nei-
ther of  which should be
part of  tax policy. The Sen-
ate should consider that.

We favor raising the cap
imposed by Trump in the
so-called SALT deduction,
not least on the grounds of
fairness, given that
nobody should have to pay
taxes twice on the same
money earned. Property
taxes have been rising,
and some tax relief  is only
reasonable. In the House,
the cap went to $40,000,
albeit with income restric-
tions, but the Senate draft
kills that increase.
Trump’s initial actions
were about punishing blue
cities and he caught up too
many middle-class Ameri-
cans in his dragnet.

That needs to change
and we’re confident a com-
promise can be found.

Finally, here’s some-
thing else to like in the
Senate version. Sen. Thom
Tillis, R-North Carolina,
has been pushing a plan to
claw back revenue from
the $15.2 billion litigation
finance industry, wherein
investors finance lawsuits
in order to get a piece of
any future award or settle-
ment.

This can be a really nice
ca-ching for investors,
even in downtimes in
other markets, but it is
deeply problematic for big
cities as it encourages
lengthy lawsuits and also
drives up the cost of  settle-
ments at taxpayer expense
since the actual injured
party inevitably gets less
of  the payout. 

We’re all for the Senate’s
proposed 41% levy on liti-
gation finance profits — if
only because it should cur-
tail this practice by mak-
ing it less attractive.

Tax changes
are mixed bag

By KAREN TOLKKINEN
The Minnesota Star Tribune
Tribune News Service

A bit of  Minnesota died June 14.
A myth, a belief  in ourselves, a

belief  about ourselves.
We believed we were better than

this.
That despite our differences, the

growing political anger, the rising
tendency to see each other as the
other, we were still, fundamentally,
Minnesotans. We would get through
this because Minnesotans are good
people. We try to do the right thing.
We have that corny Midwest goofi-
ness and we bring kids fishing and
we say “ope” and “uff  da” and eat
too many Pronto Pups at the State
Fair.

We thought things like the Great
Minnesota Get-Together would real-
ly bring us together, that all these
touchstones would remind us that
no matter what, we are one people.
We endure drought together and
help each other stack sandbags in
times of  flood and hold fundraising
dinners when neighboring families
suffer loss or illness.

Yet around us, mutual trust has
been steadily eroding. Parents are
pulling their children out of  public
school because they think they’ll be
indoctrinated into believing that
they’re girls when they’re really
boys, or into using a litter box
instead of  a toilet.

Statewide high-speed internet
access has delivered a double-edged
sword, creating opportunities in
rural areas, but also turning us
against our neighbors by stoking
suspicion and hatred.

There are Minnesota pastors who
fancy themselves members of  the
Black Robe Regiment because appar-
ently preaching the word of  God
isn’t enough. They want to turn
Christianity into a religious dicta-
torship, as if  Christ didn’t really

mean it when he said his kingdom is
not of  this world.

We saw U.S. Rep. Pete Stauber of
Minnesota berating Gov. Tim Walz
during a U.S. House oversight panel
on sanctuary states (which Minneso-
ta is not), and it was sad to witness the
loathing of  one Minnesotan for
another. Maybe that’s the way things
are done in Washington, but it
seemed a metaphor for how far civili-
ty has deteriorated at home.

Still, there was reason to hope. So
many people are working for the bet-
terment of  our state. The Braver
Angels holding bipartisan meetings
around Minnesota, teaching us how
to talk about thorny issues with peo-
ple with different opinions; the even-
ly divided Minnesota House figuring
out how to work together after a
rough start; the many ways rural and
urban people have reached out to
each other.

But now we’ve had an assassina-
tion, and a howl of  anguish is build-
ing up inside me, because I don’t
know what’s next. Is the killing of
state Rep. Melissa Hortman and her
husband and the attempted killing of
state Sen. John Hoffman and his wife
the culmination of  all this boiling
internecine rage? Will this bloodshed
shock us all back into reality, and
make us realize how close we are
coming to utter destruction? Will it
force us to acknowledge our own
flaws as well as judging those of  oth-
ers? Or is it simply the prelude to the
next stage of  violence and hatred in
our state?

We stand at a precipice.
Some are trying to seize the nar-

rative, to twist public opinion for
their own purposes. They lay the
risk of  violence completely on the
opposing party, but both sides har-
bor people capable of  violence.
There have been attacks and threats
against both sides and by both sides
around the country. Trump himself
escaped two assassination attempts
in 2024.

Minnesota has enjoyed relative
peace for generations. But in recent
years, political differences have
divided families, and when families
split, society can’t be far behind. It is
widely acknowledged that the capac-
ity for political violence has ratch-
eted up everywhere.

I was happy to see that one Face-
book page I follow, Rocks and Cows
of  Minnesota, which keeps its fol-
lowers in a perpetual state of  anti-
DFL fervor, fell silent for a time on
Saturday, and when it began posting
again, they dismissed the suspected
gunman as a “whackjob” and added
they were glad to hear that the Hoff-
mans are in recovery.

This is the type of  solidarity we
need, not just now but permanently.
Attack policy, not people. Instead of
blaming the other party for this
assassination, which appears to be
the work of  one person, let’s demon-
strate caring and concern for each
other despite our differences.

We can counter violence by taking
sober-minded, positive action. On
Saturday, my husband and I planted
native plants on the edge of  our hay-
field, the first step of  a project we
hope will help sustain our region’s
vanishing insects and plants. It felt
great. Hopeful. Strong.

We can’t control what other people
do, but we are not helpless. Each of
us can contribute our own bit of
goodness to this place we call Min-
nesota.

Be a contributor to goodness

Guest
Editorial

Karen
Tolkkinen
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By These Outstanding Health Profe

Continued from page 2
He was also ordered to

submit to an evaluation
within 30 days of  his sen-
tencing for substance
abuse counseling. As part
of  his plea agreement, a
Class C misdemeanor for
possession of  parapher-
nalia was dismissed.

Jordan M. Moreillon,
23, 3126 South Grant St.,
Muncie, pleaded guilty in
Jay Superior Court to pos-
session of  methampheta-
mine, a Level 6 felony. He
was sentenced to 545 days
in Jay County Jail with
all of  his sentence sus-
pended and given 168 days
credit for time served.
Moreillon was fined $25,
assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. He was also
ordered to submit to an
evaluation within 30 days
of  his sentencing for sub-
stance abuse counseling.
Moreillon was placed on
probation for one year. As
part of  his plea agree-
ment, a Level 6 felony for
maintaining a common
nuisance and a Class B
misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  marijuana were
dismissed.

Jason W. Hensley, 50,
114 West McNeal St., Port-
land, pleaded guilty in
Jay Circuit Court to pos-
session of  methampheta-
mine, a Level 5 felony. He
was sentenced to five
years in Indiana Depart-
ment of  Correction and
given credit for time
served. Hensley was fined
$1, assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. As part of  his
plea agreement, two Level
6 felonies for unlawful
possession of  a syringe
and maintaining a com-
mon nuisance, as well as a
Class C misdemeanor for
possession of  parapher-
nalia, were dismissed.

Resisting law
A Muncie man was sen-

tenced to six years in
prison for resisting
police.

Matthew E. Waters, 44,
1814 E 20TH St., Muncie,
pleaded guilty in Jay Cir-
cuit Court to resisting law
enforcement, a Level 5
felony. He was sentenced
to six years in Indiana
Department of  Correc-
tion and given credit for
time served. Waters was
assessed $189 in court
costs. He was recommend-
ed for purposeful incar-
ceration, meaning upon
completing a substance
abuse treatment program,
the court would consider
modifying his sentence.

As part of  his plea
agreement, a Level 5
felony for battery by
means of  a deadly weapon
and a Level 6 felony for

criminal recklessness
were dismissed, and a
habitual offender
enhancement was with-
drawn.

Criminal mischief
A Redkey man was sen-

tenced to jail after plead-
ing guilty to criminal mis-
chief.

Chase H. Louck, 32, 20
East Logan St., pleaded
guilty in Jay Superior
Court to the Class B mis-
demeanor. He was sen-
tenced to 180 days in Jay
County Jail with all but 20
days suspended and given
six days credit for time
served. Louck was fined
$1, assessed $189 in court
costs and placed on proba-
tion for 180 days.

As part of  his plea
agreement, a Level 6
felony for residential
entry and a Class A mis-
demeanor for battery
resulting in bodily injury
were dismissed.

Narcotics
Two Indiana residents

were sentenced to prison
for possession of  nar-
cotics.

Emili A. Smith, 24, 112
W. Third St., Ridgeville,
pleaded guilty in Jay Cir-
cuit Court to possession
of  a narcotic drug, a
Level 6 felony. She was
sentenced to 18 months in
Indiana Department of
Correction with 12
months of  her sentence
suspended and given
credit for time served.
She was assessed $189 in
court costs and ordered to
pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction
and correction fee. As
part of  her plea agree-
ment, the following
charges were dismissed:
four Level 6 felonies for
possession of  metham-
phetamine, obstruction
of  justice, maintaining a
common nuisance and
unlawful possession of  a
syringe.

Tharl H. Pinkston II, 35,
511 W. McDonald St., Hart-
ford City, pleaded guilty
in Jay Circuit Court to
possession of  a narcotic
drug, a Level 5 felony. He
was sentenced to five
years in Indiana Depart-
ment of  Correction.
Pinkston was fined $1,
assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. As part of  his
plea agreement, the fol-
lowing charges were dis-
missed: a Level 4 felony
for unlawful possession
of  a firearm by a serious,
violent felon, two Level 5
felonies for possession of
methamphetamine and
possession of  a narcotic
drug, and two Level 6
felonies for maintaining a
common nuisance and
unlawful possession of  a
syringe.

Continued from page 1
The tuition freeze came

at Braun’s request, just
weeks after he signed Indi-
ana’s next two-year state
budget, which takes effect
July 1. 

Under state law, the Indi-
ana Commission for Higher
Education (CHE) must
issue tuition recommenda-
tions within 30 days of  the
budget’s approval. Typical-
ly, each university system
sets its own tuition sched-
ule, which is approved by
CHE.  But last month, com-
missioners instead
announced their unani-
mous support for the gover-
nor’s recommendation to
implement the 0% increase.
It was the first such recom-
mendation ever made by
the higher education panel.

“While the Commission,
along with our institutions
and other partners, have
leveraged policies, pro-
grams, and partnerships to
keep our colleges and uni-
versities affordable, we all
recognize the economic
challenges our fellow
Hoosiers have faced over
the past several years,” said
Indiana Commissioner for
Higher Education Chris
Lowery. “In the spirit of
seeking to maintain Indi-
ana’s national leadership
in affordability, the Com-
mission is in full support of

Gov. Braun’s recommenda-
tion for a 0% tuition
increase.” 

The announcement also
comes amid growing
national concern over the
cost of  college and rising
student debt. While Indi-
ana’s tuition rates are gen-
erally lower than other
states, scrutiny about
affordability has increased.

CHE officials reported
last year that nearly 70% of
Hoosier undergraduates
receive some form of  finan-
cial aid — but out-of-pocket
expenses remain a barrier,
particularly for first-gener-
ation and low-income stu-
dents.

Facing a weak state rev-
enue forecast, state agen-
cies and universities —
were hit with funding cuts
of  at least 5%, plus an addi-
tional 5% reduction in
reversions. 

Braun defended the
freeze, however, noting that
state colleges and universi-
ties are well-positioned to
absorb reductions.

“Out of  all state entities,
our higher education insti-
tutions are in the best
financial position to weath-
er these cuts, as state fund-
ing represents just one of
the revenue streams — and
institutions hold strong
financial reserves,” Braun
said in May. 

Frozen ...

Felony courts

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

The Indiana Economic Develop-
ment Corporation’s board make-
up will look different at Wednes-
day’s meeting following Gov. Mike
Braun’s decision to replace the
eight-member panel with nine
new appointees on Monday.

In a release, Braun touted the
expertise of  his chosen men and
women, saying they brought
“experience from across the spec-
trum of  Indiana’s economy” and
aligned with the commerce secre-
tary’s mission to grow wages and
build new job opportunities
across the state.

“I spent my life building a busi-
ness here in Indiana, and I know
that having an entrepreneurial,
high-energy team in your corner
makes all the difference. These
appointments to the IEDC Board
embody the Freedom and Oppor-
tunity agenda for IEDC: they hail
from communities all around our
state, bring experience from
across the range of  Indiana’s key
industries, and each of  them
knows the importance of  growing
wages and creating job opportuni-
ties for Hoosiers because they’ve
done it in their own communi-
ties,” Braun said in a statement.

The governor first shared the
decision with reporters on Fri-

day, saying that more informa-
tion would be forthcoming.

The new members include:
•Gus Olympidis, Valparaiso,

who owns Family Express Con-
venience Stores.

•John Gregg, of  Sandborn, a
former Democratic House
Speaker of  the Indiana General
Assembly and attorney. (Gregg
ran for governor in 2012 against
former Gov. and Vice President
Mike Pence. He, again, ran in
2016 against eventual winner
former Gov. Eric Holcomb.)

•George Thomas, Granger, an
entrepreneur and executive
with ties to Adorn, Duo-Form,
Lakota Trailers, Misty Harbor
Pontoons and Viaggio Pontoon
Boats.

•Billie Dragoo, Indianapolis,
the founder and CEO of  Repu-

Care, a “workforce solutions
provider.”

•David Fagan, Portage, with
the International Union of  Oper-
ating Engineers Local 150.

•Greg Gibson, Terre Haute, a
commercial real estate developer
with a background in the hospi-
tality and food service industry
as well as trucking, excavation,
coal, solid waste landfill develop-
ment and waste industry adviso-
ry services. (Gibson also co-
founded Spectacle Entertainment
in a bid to bring a casino to Terre
Haute. He launched Lucy Luck
Gaming after his co-founder
faced federal charges in an ongo-
ing investigation in which one
former lawmaker has pleaded
guilty.)

•Richard Waterfield, Fort
Wayne, the CEO and board chair-
man of  Waterfield Enterprises
and Waterfield Asset Manage-
ment as well as the founder and
managing principal of  Waterfield
Private Equity Funds.

•Chris King, Shelbyville, the
executive vice president of  Run-
nebohm Construction and a pro-
fessional engineer who special-
izes in infrastructure design and
construction as well as land enti-
tlement and project execution.

•Don Lamb, Lebanon, a farmer
and the director of  the Indiana
State Department of  Agriculture.

IEDC board replaced
Braun names

nine newcomers
to lead state
organization



ACCULEVEL. YOUR
foundation repair and
basement waterproofing
experts. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or
concrete slab we’ll guide
you on the right path to a
healthy home. Act now!
Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free
consultation. 1-877-229-
0197
ADVERTISERS:  You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $300.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
BECOME A  Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution.
CALL FOR  Your Free
Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/hoosier
CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR  - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no
hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and
text, starting at just
$20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-
572-5165
DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-
844-244-7025 www.den-
tal50plus.com/hoosier
#6258
DIRECTV-  All your
entertainment. Nothing
on your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first
three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice
package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931
DO YOU  know what’s in
your water? Leaf Home
Water Solutions offers
FREE water testing and
whole home water treat-
ment systems that can
be installed in as little
one day. 15% off your
entire purchase. Plus
10% senior & military
discounts. Restrictions
apply. Schedule your
FREE test today. Call 1-
855-966-4836
DONATE YOUR  car,
truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-877-414-
2352 today!
FREEDOMCARE. LET
your loved ones care for
you and get paid!†Paid
by Medicaid. Choose
family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check
your eligibility today! Call
FreedomCare now! 1-
844-563-4012
IF YOU HAD KNEE OR
HIP REPLACE and suf-
fered an infection
between 2020 and the
present time, you may be
entitled to compensation.
Call Attorney Charles H.
Johnson 1-800-535-
5727
IF YOU HAD KNEE OR
HIP REPLACE and suf-
fered an infection
between 2020 and the
present time, you may be
entitled to compensation.
Call Attorney Charles H.
Johnson 1-800-535-
5727
NEW WINDOWS  from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer - zero
down, zero payments,
zero interest for TWO
years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE!
Offer is valid for select
models. Labor not includ-
ed. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

THE  CLASSFIEDS
Find it  Buy It

Sell It!
(260) 726-8141 
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NO MORE  cleaning out
gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is the most
advanced gutter protec-
tion for your home,
backed by a no-clog
guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-877-361-
4260 to schedule a
FREE inspection and no
obligation estimate. Plus
get 20% off! Seniors and
military save an addition-
al 10%. Restrictions
apply, see representative
for warranty and offer
details.
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
PREPARE FOR  power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-866-
953-2203 today to
schedule a free quote.
It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.
PREPARE FOR  power
outages with Briggs &
Stratton
PowerProtect(TM)
standby generators - the
most powerful home
standby generators
available. Industry-lead-
ing comprehensive war-
ranty - 7 years ($849
value.) Proudly made in
the U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-877-798-
0270.
REPLACE YOUR  roof
with the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer
up to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off
install (for military, health
workers & 1st respon-
ders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-866-781-6023
SAFE STEP.  North
America’s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and
service. Now featuring
our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-855-743-
1911
SUNSETTER. AMERI-
CA’S  Number One
Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or
patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year lim-
ited warranty. Call now
and SAVE $350 today! 1-
855-801-2797
WE BUY  Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-
855-655-7718

00 CLASSIFIEDS 

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 

No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES 

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES 

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

90 SALE CALENDAR 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 3563 E 600 N,

Bryant IN 
Saturday Morning 
JUNE 28th, 2025

9:30 A.M.
GUNS AND AMMO

(4) Stack On gun safes;
Ranger Model 34 - 22
cal bolt action rifle; Sav-
age Model 220 - 410
single shot; ARMI

JAGER Model 8P874 -
22 cal semi-auto rifle; ;
Bowlan & Brenner muz-
zle shotgun; Remington
Model 788 - .308 cal bolt
action rifle with scope;
Remington 870 Wing-
master TB 12 ga pump
shotgun; Auto Ordnance
Model 1911 A1 US Army
45 acp semi-auto pistol;
Barnett Crossbow with
scope; Recruit Recorve
crossbow with scope;
AMMO:  20 gauge & 16
gauge  slugs; 20 gauge
& 12 gauge shot gun
shells; 410 shot gun

shells; 243 Remington;
Black Powder and other

ammo not listed.   
INDIAN ARTIFACTS 

Over 100 lots of artifacts
to include Arrowheads of
various sizes, Birdstone,
Megalodon Teeth, Pes-
tle, Pendants, Horn

Stone Blade, Deflower-
ing Tool, Spearheads,
Butterfly Banner Stone,
Gorgets, Drillheads,

Pipe Ends, Hafted Stone
Blades, Axes, Scapers,
and various Indian

Stones.     ARTIFACTS
WILL BE SOLD BOTH
LIVE AND ON LINE

USING HI BID.    
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:   
Artifacts will be sold
beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Guns will start selling at
approximately 12:30

p.m.    Guns will not be
on site until day of auc-
tion.    Hand guns will be
registered thru local FFL
dealer.    For more infor-
mation contact LOY

REAL ESTATE & AUC-
TION at (260) 726-2700.

JON SMITH,
DECEASED
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers 

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069
Eric Robbins

AU2014000129 
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: 925 West Race
Street, Portland IN  

FRIDAY AFTERNOON,
JULY 11TH, 2025

5:30 P.M.
REAL ESTATE

Single story home with
approximately 1036
square feet of living

space situated on a 52’
x 136’ lot.  Home fea-
tures include 2 bed-

rooms and 1 bathroom.
A new water heater was

installed recently.
Property also offers a
12’ x 14’ deck and a
detached garage with
approximately 720

square feet.  This prop-
erty will make a great
starter home or rental
investment property.
Terms of Sale:   10%
nonrefundable deposit
day of auction and bal-
ance at closing.    Clos-
ing to be no later than
45 days from date of
auction.   Buyer to

assume taxes due and
payable in May 2026

and thereafter.
expense.  Sale of Real
Estate is subject to

approval of the Jay Cir-
cuit Court. For more
information or private
showing contact GARY
LOY, Auctioneer and
(260) 726-5160 or KIM
LOY, Real Estate Broker

at (260) 726-2700.
PERSONAL PROPER-
TY INCLUDING A 2002
GEO TRACKER WILL
BE SOLD IMMEDIATE-
LY AFTER THE REAL

ESTATE.
SONJA YOHE ESTATE
BY AMBER WANKEN, 

PERSONAL REP
JOHN LARUE - ESTATE

ATTORNEY
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers 

Gary Loy AU01031608 
PUBLIC AUCTION

SATURDAY JUNE 28th,
2025

TIME  9:00 A.M. 
LOCATED: 346 E 400

N, Portland, IN
TRACTOR - EQUIP-

MENT - GUNS
Ford Jubilee Tractor. 3pt
5’ Box Blade. 5’ King
Cutter 3pt Rotary

Mower.  3pt Post Hole
Auger. 6’ x 10’ Single
Axle Utility Trailer w/

Winch. Craftsman Roll-
away Tool Boxes.

Craftsman 20 Gallon Air
Compressor. 10î Table
Saw. Insulated Dog
Houses. Winchester
Model 1200 12 Gauge
Pump.  Ruger .22 Cal
Single 6 Revolver.

Thompson 45 and 50
Cal Muzzle Loaders. (2)
Muzzle Loader Barrels.
Compound Bows and
Arrows. Clay Targets

and Thrower.   
ANTIQUES - MISC

2 and 3 Gallon Crock
Butter Churns.  Horse
Shoes. RR Anvil. Stop-
light. Coca Cola Chest
Cooler. Coca Cola Car-
rying Cooler. Bronze

Horse Figure. Cross Cut
Saw.  Miniature Tricycle
and Child’s Wagon. Old
Kitchen Cabinets.3

Cushion Sofa w/ Match-
ing Love Seat. Over-
sized Recliner. Rocker
Recliner.  2 Person Bicy-
cle and Other Bicycles.  
OWNER: Charles Ander-
son Estate by Darlene

Anderson
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANTED 

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

130 MISC. FOR SALE 

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN 

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS 

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

T   
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Public Notice
LEGAL NOTICE OF PLANNED IMPROVEMENT

DES NO 2200586
The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) Greenfield District is developing plans for
a proposed bridge replacement at the State Road (SR) 26 Bridge (Bridge No. 026-38-03431, NBI
007050), located approximately 1.84 miles east of United States Highway (US) 27, in Jay County,
Indiana.
The need for the project stems from the deteriorated condition of the existing structure. The
existing structure exhibits cracking, transverse cracks, and heavy spalling/delaminations with
exposed rebar. The overall bridge condition rating noted in the October 10, 2024, INDOT
Bridge Inspection Report is a 4 (Poor) out of 9 (Excellent). The purpose of the project is to ad-
dress the deficiencies and provide an overall bridge condition rating of at least 7 (Good) out of
9 (Excellent).
The project includes a full bridge replacement. The proposed bridge will receive a new bridge
inventory number (Bridge No. 026-38-10835). The new structure will be a 83-foot single span, con-
tinuous prestressed concrete bulb-tee beam bridge with an out-to-out width of 35 feet, and a
clear roadway width of 32 feet. On the structure, the typical section will be two 12-foot travel
lanes, 4-foot paved shoulders, and concrete bridge railing. Roadway approach work west of the
bridge includes 274 feet of full-depth pavement replacement with guardrail and guardrail tran-
sition, followed by 90 feet of transition milling, totaling 364 feet including all incidental work.
Roadway approach work east of the bridge includes 206 feet of full-depth pavement with
guardrail and guardrail transition, followed by 90 feet of transition milling, for a total of 296
feet, including incidental work. The approach roadway typical section will include 12-foot travel
lanes (one in each direction) and will taper the proposed 4-foot shoulders to the existing 2-foot
shoulders. The existing guardrail will be replaced in all four quadrants. To accommodate the
new structure, the existing roadway profile grade will be raised by 11 inches. Additionally,
revetment riprap will be placed under the structure with riprap turnouts being constructed in
all four quadrants. The southwest field entrance or the 10-inch CMP will not be reconstructed
or relocated. The southeast field entrance will be reconstructed and relocated slightly to the
east.
Approximately 0.40 acre of tree clearing will occur less than 100 feet from the edge of pavement
for construction access and placement of riprap turnouts. No permanent lighting will be con-
structed but temporary lighting may be used during construction. Approximately 136 feet (0.03
acre) of Race Run (Bolen Ditch) will be impacted by the project due to placement of riprap and
dewatering measures. Avoidance is not practicable and no mitigation is anticipated. Impacts
have been minimized to the greatest extent possible by utilizing the minimum amount of
riprap necessary, installing temporary erosion control measures around construction limits,
revegetating bare areas after project completion, and directing temporary lighting away from
suitable bat habitat.
The project will require approximately 1.54 acres of permanent ROW north and south of the
structure and approximately 0.03 acre of temporary ROW in the southeast quadrant from agri-
cultural and forested habitat. 
The Maintenance of Traffic (MOT) for the project will require a full road closure of SR 26 and
a detour utilizing US 27, SR 67, and Ohio SR 49. The detour will remain in place throughout con-
struction and will add approximately 38 miles and 45 minutes of travel time. Access to all prop-
erties will be maintained throughout construction. School corporations and emergency services
will be notified of closures prior to construction. The proposed start of construction is spring
2027.
The cost associated with this project is approximately $1,561,000.00 which include right-of-way
(state funded) and construction. INDOT has agreed this project falls within the guidelines of
a Categorical Exclusion (CE) Level 2 environmental document. Preliminary design plans along
with the CE are available for review at the following locations:

1. INDOT Greenfield District Office (32 South Broadway Greenfield, Indiana 46140)
2. Burgess and Niple, Inc. Website (https://www.burgessniple.com/content/indot/2200586/)
3. Jay County Public Library (315 North Ship Street, Portland, Indiana 47371)
All interested persons may request a public hearing be held and /or express their concerns

by submitting comments to the attention of Nakayla Krahn, 251 N. Illinois St., Suite 920, Indi-
anapolis, IN 46204, Nakayla.krahn@burgessniple.com, or Taylor Darrah, 32 S Broadway St.,
Greenfield, IN 46140, Tdarrah@indot.in.gov, on or before July 7th, 2025. Project documents can
be mailed upon request.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons and/or groups re-
quiring project information be made available in alternative formats are encouraged to con-
tact the project team for the arrangement and coordination of services. Please contact Nakayla
Krahn, 317.237.2760 x7507, Nakayla.krahn@burgessniple.com. In accordance with Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, persons and/or groups requiring project information be made available
in another language are encouraged to contact the Nakayla Krahn, 317.237.2760 x7507,
Nakayla.krahn@burgessniple.com.
This notice is published in compliance with: 1) Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23, Section
771 (CFR 771.111(h)(1) stating, “Each State must have procedures approved by the FHWA to carry
out a public involvement/public hearing program.”; 2) 23 CFR 450.210(a)(1)(ix) stating, “Provide
for the periodic review of the effectiveness of the public involvement process to ensure that the
process provides full and open access to all interested parties and revise the process, as ap-
propriate.”; and 3) The INDOT Project Development Public Involvement Procedures approved
by the Federal Highway Administration on July 7, 2021.
CR 6-18-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Indiana Code § 6-1.1-20-3.1 that the Board of School Trustees
of the Jay School Corporation (the “School Corporation”) did, on June 16, 2025, make a pre-
liminary determination that (a) a need exists for the School Corporation to complete various
improvements to the Jay County Jr-Sr High School building and athletic grounds, including, but
not limited to, the following: (i) certain architectural and school safety improvements includ-
ing, but not limited to, roofing, security upgrades, sidewalk and masonry repairs; (ii) certain
functional improvements including, but not limited to, updating the former TV studio, band and
choir rooms, wrestling rooms and kitchen, (iii) certain mechanical improvements including, but
not limited to, replacing the pool dehumidification unit, water mains and building HVAC con-
trols, (iv) certain electrical improvements including, but not limited to, the replacement of the
main electrical switchgear and related panels, (v) certain outdoor athletic improvements in-
cluding, but not limited to, a rebuilt tennis court, a rebuilt track, and upgrades to extend the
useful life of the football stadium and baseball dugouts, and (vi) other related acquisitions (in-
cluding real property if desired), improvements, upgrades, equipping, and renovations in con-
nection therewith (collectively, the “Project”); and (b) to the extent permitted by law, to take
all of the necessary steps to finance all or a portion of the costs of the Project by issuing one
or more series of general obligation bonds (the “General Obligation Bonds”) and/or entering
into a proposed lease or leases or amendment or amendments to one or more existing leases
(collectively, the “Lease”) between one or more Indiana nonprofit school building corporations,
as lessor (collectively, the “Building Corporation”), and the School Corporation, as lessee, re-
lating to all or any portion of the school facilities operated by the School Corporation. The
Building Corporation, as lessor, will issue one or more series of first mortgage bonds secured
by and payable from the lease payments under the Lease (the “First Mortgage Bonds” and to-
gether with the General Obligation Bonds, the “Bonds”).
The total maximum original aggregate principal amount of the Bonds will not exceed
$18,285,000. The maximum term of each series of the Bonds issued will not exceed 20 years, and
the maximum term of the Lease with respect to each series of First Mortgage Bonds will not ex-
ceed 22 years. Based on the estimated maximum average interest rate that will be paid in con-
nection with the Bonds of 5.50% per annum, the total interest cost associated therewith, in-
cluding any capitalized interest that may be paid by the School Corporation or the Building
Corporation on all or a portion of the Bonds, will not exceed $13,870,966. Including interest
costs, the maximum annual principal and interest to be paid by the School Corporation on the
Bonds and the Lease is $5,620,000, and the maximum total principal and interest to be paid by
the School Corporation on the Bonds and the Lease over the term of the Bonds and the Lease
is $38,400,000, not taking into account any funds of the School Corporation or the Building Cor-
poration available for capitalized interest.
As required by Indiana Code § 6-1.1-20-3.1(b)(1), the following information was available to the
public at the public hearings on the preliminary determination: (i) the School Corporation’s cur-
rent and projected annual debt service payments divided by the net assessed value of taxable
property within the School Corporation, which is 0.49%; and (ii) the sum of the School Corpo-
ration’s outstanding long term debt plus the outstanding long term debt of other taxing units
that include any other territory of the School Corporation divided by the net assessed value of
taxable property within the School Corporation, which is 3.84%.
The School Corporation’s current debt service levy is $5,301,919 and the School Corporation’s
current debt service tax rate is $0.3835 per $100 of assessed value.  After the issuance of the
Bonds, the estimated increase to the School Corporation’s debt service levy would be $5,620,000
and the estimated increase to the School Corporation’s debt service tax rate would be $0.3888
per $100 of assessed value. However, due to the maturing of existing debt, the anticipated net
increase to the debt service levy above the pay 2025 debt service levy is expected to be $0.
The estimated amount of the School Corporation’s debt service fund levy and debt service fund
tax rate that will result during the following 10 years if the School Corporation issues the Bonds
and/or enters into the Lease, after considering any changes that will occur to the debt service
levy and debt service tax rate during that period on account of any outstanding bonds or lease
obligations that will mature or terminate during that period, is as follows:

Payment Year Estimated Total Estimated Total
Debt Service Levy Debt Service Rate

2025 $5,301,918 $0.3835
2026 5,301,918 0.3835
2027 5,301,918 0.3835
2028 4,588,925 0.3319
2029 4,153,152 0.3004
2030 4,138,988 0.2994
2031 4,118,959 0.2979
2032 3,619,848 0.2618
2033 1,935,905 0.1400
2034 1,936,288 0.1401
2035 1,934,419 0.1399 

The purpose of the Bonds and/or the Lease is to provide for the Project.
Any owners of real property within the School Corporation or registered voters residing within
the School Corporation who want to initiate a petition and remonstrance process against the
Bonds and/or the Lease must file a petition that complies with Indiana Code § 6-1.1-20-3.1(b) sub-
divisions (4) and (5) not later than 30 days after the publication of this notice.

Dated: June 18, 2025
BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES OF
THE JAY SCHOOL CORPORATION
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Local schedule
Today

Jay County Summer swim vs. Wells Communi-
ty – 6 p.m.

Portland Rockets at Muncie Chiefs – 7 p.m.

Thursday
Jay County Summer swim at South Adams – 6

p.m.

TV schedule
Today

7 p.m. — USL Championship soccer: Tampa
Bay Rowdies at Indy Eleven ESPN2)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: New York Yankees at
Cincinnati Reds (FSDN Indiana)

8 p.m. — NBA draft (ESPN)
9 p.m. — FIFA Club World Cup soccer: Inter at

River Plate (TNT)

Thursday
2:10 p.m. — MLB: Philadelphia Phillies at

Houston Astros (NBC)

2:15 p.m. — MLB: Chicago Cubs at St. Louis
Cardinals (FSDN Indiana)

3 p.m. — FIFA Club World Cup soccer: Juven-
tus at Manchester City (TNT)

7 p.m. — WNBA: Los Angeles Sparks at Indi-
ana Fever (FDSN Indiana)

8 p.m. — NBA draft round 2 (ESPN)
3 p.m. — International Friendly women soccer:

United States at Ireland (TBS)

Local notes
Registration open

Registration for the 35th annual Flat 50 Plus
bicycle ride in Adams County is now open. To regis-
ter, visit RunSignUp.com.

There are rides ranging from 20 to 100 miles
long.

The event will be held at 7 a.m. Saturday, June
21. It will start at Bellmont High School and will
have stops in Willshire, Geneva and Monroe with
refreshments.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on tap”, email

details to sports@thecr.com

Sports on tap
Continued from page 8

At Hendrick Motorsports,
the winningest team in Cup
Series history, AI is being
used both to look ahead and
to look back.

The team now works
closely with Amazon Web
Services (AWS) — a relation-
ship that began after Prime
Video sponsored one of  its
cars. The partnership has
accelerated Hendrick’s use

of  AI across several key
areas.

One of  those is visual
communication. Engineers
are now generating images
to help share ideas, whether
they’re pitching a new part
or breaking down a techni-
cal strategy. That ability to
visualize complex concepts
instantly helps everyone
stay aligned and efficient.

Hendrick is also leverag-
ing its four decades of  data.

The team can now go back
and test old strategies,
setups and decisions using
AI to predict how past
insights might inform
future success.

“We’ve had a long history
in the sport,” Gray said.
“Not only can we look for-
ward, but we can also look
backward, back-test all the
information we have, and
see how that predicts the
future.”

AI ...
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Sports
Wednesday, June 25, 2025

Get all of your local 
sports information online 
by visiting thecr.com

Jay summer swim hosts
Wells Community today,

see Sports on tap

FORT RECOVERY — The Eels picked up
a win against South Adams and have been
rolling ever since.

The Fort Recovery Eels summer swim
team picked up a pair of  victories on Mon-
day as they rallied for 922 points against
the Celina Sharks (586) and the Union City
Swim Team (319).

The Eels (4-1) won nine relays and 29
individual events on the day. Six tankers
claimed a trio of  events.

Hailey Wenning, Isla Kaiser, Rozlyn
Diller and Liza Knapke all claimed three
races for Fort Recovery. Wenning claimed
the 50-meter freestyle, 50 backstroke and
100 freestyle for the 11-12-year-old girls
division. Diller completed the sweep with
first-place finishes in the 50 butterfly, 100
individual medley and 50 breaststroke.

In the 13-14-year-old age group, Kaiser
took the top spot in the 50 freestyle, 100
individual medley and 50 breaststroke.
Knapke hit the wall first in the 15-and-
older girls 50 butterfly, 50 freestyle and 50
backstroke.

On the boys side, Ivan Boeckman and
Connor Homan both won a trio of  events.
Boeckman won the 9-10-year-old 50
freestyle, 50 backstroke and 100 individual
medley, while Homan claimed the 11-12-
year-old 100 individual medley, 50 breast-
stroke and 50 freestyle.

Fort Recovery also got a pair of  wins
from Maddy Timmerman, Griffin Knapke,
and Corbin Ranley while Vivian Diller,
Sammi Vagedes, Owen Wenning, Lincoln
Sutter and Quinten Reinhard each topped
one event.

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Ivan Boeckman of the Fort Recovery Eels swims the backstroke leg
of the 9-10-year-old 100-meter medley relay during a meet at Jay County on
June 16. Boeckman was one of six Eels to win a trio of events during a three-
team meet with Union City and the Celina Sharks on Monday. He topped the
50-meter backstroke, 50 freestyle and 100 individual medley.

Eels pick up wins
against Celina, UC

By SHANE CONNUCK
The Charlotte Observer
Tribune News Service

CONCORD, N.C. — Mar-
gins in NASCAR have
never been smaller.

Whether it’s the leveling
effect of  the Next Gen car
or the evolving technologi-
cal arms race among
teams, the Cup Series has
never been tighter. And as
parity grows, so does the
need to uncover even the
slightest competitive
advantage.

That’s where artificial
intelligence comes in.

From performance
analysis to data visualiza-
tions, AI is playing an
increasingly pivotal role
in how race teams operate
across the NASCAR
garage. Teams are using
AI not just to crunch num-
bers, but also to make
quicker decisions, gener-
ate strategic insights —
and even rewrite the way
they approach race week-
ends.

“It just builds a little bit
more each year,” said Josh
Sell, RFK Racing’s compe-
tition director. “We’re
doing more now than we
were a year ago. And we’ll
probably be doing more a
year from now than we are
sitting here right now. It
just continues to evolve.”

The rise of  AI in
NASCAR mirrors the
broader tech world.

Early large language
models — or LLMs — were
trained to answer basic
questions. But now, they
can cite sources, detect
tone and reason through
complex decisions. That
opens up a new world for
how teams evaluate every-
thing from strategy calls
to post-race feedback.

For example, a full
race’s worth of  driver and
crew radio chatter can be
fed into an AI model that
not only identifies which
calls worked and which
didn’t, but also interprets
tone and urgency in real
time.

“Information is speed in
this game nowadays,” said
Tom Gray, technical direc-
tor at Hendrick Motor-
sports. “He who can distill
the information quicker
and get to the decision
quicker, ultimately, is
going to have the race win.
If  you can control the race
or make that decision that
gets you in control of  the
race at the end, you’re
going to be win the one
who wins.”

AI is also helping teams
develop talent and stream-
line operations.

Even if  someone on the
team isn’t an expert in a
particular field, AI can
help them learn new skills
faster. That’s especially
important in the highly
specialized Cup Series
garage — and it could help
smaller teams close the
gap with bigger opera-
tions.

RFK Racing, now a
three-car Cup Series team,
is already seeing those
benefits.

AI helps reduce the

hours team members
spend manually analyzing
photos or videos. Instead
of  having a crew chief
sort through everything,
the software flags the
most relevant material
and delivers it quickly. On
the technical side, the
team is also using tools
like ChatGPT to assist
with software develop-
ment, solving coding
problems in various lan-
guages and freeing up
engineers to focus on exe-
cution.

“It’s trying to figure out
ways where, instead of
having a crew chief  spend-
ing three hours studying
whatever it might be —
photos, videos — if  we can
shorten that to an hour of
really impactful time,”
Sell said. “Looking at
things that are important
to them, not searching to
find those things. That’s
the biggest gain we see,
and certainly whether it’s
through the week or on
race weekends, time is our
limiting factor.

“You have a finite
amount of  time from the
time practice ends to
when the race starts. What
you’re able to do to maxi-
mize the efficiency of  that
time is kind of  a race in
and of  itself.”

See AI page 7

NASCAR teams use
AI to find winning edges

From performance analysis to
data visualizations, AI is

playing an increasingly pivotal
role in how race teams operate

across the NASCAR garage


