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Fort Recovery Public
Library will have outdoor
games available at 10:30 a.m.
Friday. Games will set up in the
park behind the library, which
is located at 113 N. Wayne St.

Friday — Results from the
Jay County Summer Swim
Team vs. Wells Community.

Saturday — New judge’s
stand in place at the Jay County
Fairgrounds grandstand.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Jay County Com-
missioners meeting.

In review Coming up
Second Harvest Food Bank

will host tailgate food distribu-
tions at:
•10 a.m. Friday at Goodrich

Park, 701 N. Union St., Winches-
ter
•5 p.m. Tuesday at Second

Harvest Food Bank, 6621 N. Old
State Route 3, Muncie
•10 a.m. Wednesday at Hud-

son Family Park, Portland

In review Weather
Jay County had a high tem-

perature of  93 degrees Tues-
day. The low was 76.
Showers and thunder-

storms are expected tonight
with a high in the lower 70s.
Expect partly cloudy skies
Friday with a 50% chance of
rain.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.
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Chatting with Ceann
Jay County Development Corporation executive director Ceann Bales chats with Chelsea Bollenbacher, a senior

accountant with Bollenbacher & Associates, during a meet and greet event Tuesday. Bales and new Jay County Chamber of
Commerce executive director Amanda Blair met with community members at Community Resource Center.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
Personnel topics flooded

Redkey Town Council’s
meeting Tuesday.
The council tabled deci-

sion on firing a town
employee and discussed
switching titles between
the town’s police officers.
It also introduced its

newest council member,
Byron Daugherty, during
a more than two-hour
meeting.
Council member Jenny

Staver noted the town
board held an executive
session June 18 to discuss
alleged misconduct by the
clerk-treasurer’s assis-
tant, Billie Hammond.
Pointing to the town’s per-
sonnel policies, Daugher-
ty said Hammond
appeared to have made
major and minor infrac-
tions. (Council president
Brenda Beaty later said
some of  Hammond’s com-
ments could have been
interpreted as sexual
harassment, although no
specific details of  the
alleged infractions were
shared.)
Redkey clerk-treasurer

Gloria May noted she
selected her assistant
when she took office. She
said the choice on Ham-
mond’s future in the office
should be up to her, refer-
encing the town’s ordi-
nance. Others on council
and some in attendance
pointed to Hammond’s sta-
tus as a town employee
and said the council has
final decision on whether
to terminate her.
May then told the board

Hammond will remain in
her office regardless and
threatened to fight the
issue in court. Town attor-
ney Maura Hoff  suggested
hosting another executive
session, pointing to
threats of  litigation.

See Council page 2

By ANDREA PALASCIANO
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service
NATO leaders agreed to

increase defense spending to 5%
of  GDP and renewed their com-
mitment to mutual defense in an
historic move that comes at the
time of  an increasingly belliger-
ent Russia.
The decision from the North

Atlantic Treaty Organization’s 32
members at their high-stakes
summit in The Hague is a major
win for Donald Trump who has
repeatedly lambasted his Euro-
pean allies for underspending on
security. Even on his way to the
summit, the U.S. president
appeared to question the key tenet
of  the alliance known as Article 5,
which requires members to
defend each other from attack.
The declaration endorsed at the

two-day summit in the Nether-
lands on Wednesday states that
allies “reaffirm our ironclad com-
mitment to collective defence”
and “remain united and steadfast
in our resolve to protect our one
billion citizens, defend the
Alliance, and safeguard our free-
dom and democracy.”
The summit has been dominat-

ed by efforts to ensure that
Trump remains engaged with the

transatlantic alliance amid grow-
ing concerns that the U.S. is look-
ing to pull back weapons and
troops from Europe. Ukraine’s
allies are also struggling to
mount an effective response to
Russia’s war in the country,
which is now well into its fourth
year.
The declaration said the new

target, which will mark an
increase from the current spend-

ing goal of  2%, comes in response
to “profound security threats and
challenges, in particular the long-
term threat posed by Russia to
Euro-Atlantic security and the
persistent threat of  terrorism.”
NATO Secretary General Mark

Rutte has suggested that the
Kremlin may be in a position to
consider an attack on the alliance
within five years.

See NATO page 2

NATO OKs defense increase

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
Indiana’s highest court

weighed allegations of  Tik-
Tok’s alleged deceptive
practices in the Hoosier
State on Tuesday, skeptical
of  arguments from both
sides about jurisdictional
issues. 
The two suits, heard

together, were filed by
Attorney General Todd
Rokita against the popular,
short-form video app in
December 2022 in Fort
Wayne. He accused TikTok
and its parent company,
ByteDance, of  violating
Indiana’s Deceptive Con-
sumer Sales Act with its
age rating for those 12 and
older — claiming that it
contained more sexual con-
tent, profanity and drug ref-
erences than advertised.
The above made TikTok

unsafe for children, he con-
tinued. Additionally, he
claimed in a separate law-
suit that the company
failed to protect user data
from the Chinese Commu-
nist Party.

Justices noted ongoing
national security concerns
about the app, including a
rare bipartisan law requir-
ing ByteDance to sell the
app to an American com-
pany. President Donald
Trump, who embraced the
app in his second cam-
paign, has intervened
and delayed that law’s
implementation three
times. 
“Congress doesn’t agree

on much, but they agreed
on this. And the (U.S.)
Supreme Court said it’s
okay to (ban) in this con-
text,” said Justice
Christoper Goff. “But now,
we’re on pause … this
seems to be a completely
unique circumstance. And
I cannot, for the life of  me,
imagine, with all of  that

going on, why it would be
appropriate for us, or rea-
sonable for us, to cite the
precedent to exercise juris-
diction here and write a
rule for all time.”
Conservative and liberal

lawmakers both cite wor-
ries about TikTok’s parent
company, Beijing-based
ByteDance, and its ties to
the Chinese Communist
Party. Some have openly
wondered if  the app feeds
user data to Chinese
authorities, including
Rokita.
“Our lawsuit against

TikTok was filed to protect
our children and to protect
our data privacy that we
allege is being stolen by
the Chinese Communist
Party. 

See Court page 2
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Sash secured
Jasmine Esparza accepts her second runner-up sash Sunday

from 2024 Miss Jay County Molly Muhlenkamp at the end of the fair
queen pageant at Jay County Junior-Senior High School.

Court reviewing TikTok

Alleged
misconduct
discussed
Tuesday

Council
reviews
employee
issues

Leaders agreed to new benchmark
of 5% of GDP for each country

Indiana attorney general
has alleged deceptive practices
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Abby E  Small, O.D.

1111 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN 

260-726-4210
Abby E. Small, O.D.
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Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$140 million

Mega Millions
10-11-18-24-60
Mega Ball: 20
Estimated jackpot:

$348 million

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 2-7-3
Daily Four: 6-4-7-7
Quick Draw: 4-9-11-14-

18-24-32-33-34-41-44-48-51-
55-61-65-71-72-76-80
Evening

Daily Three: 1-6-7
Daily Four: 6-0-5-2
Quick Draw: 10-14-17-

21-25-28-30-34-35-36-37-49-
56-65-67-68-72-74-78-79

Ohio
Tuesday
Midday
Pick 3: 6-9-7
Pick 4: 1-7-8-1
Pick 5: 3-3-4-9-0
Evening
Pick 3: 4-0-3
Pick 4: 4-4-6-5
Pick 5: 9-4-6-3-0
Rolling Cash: 4-15-18-

23-36
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

Lotteries

In 1870, a portion of
the Atlantic City Board-
walk opened on New Jer-
sey beach. Started 20
years prior, the Board-
walk had beaches, hotels,
restaurants, shops and a
connecting railroad line.
In 1963, President

John Kennedy delivered
his “Ich bin ein Berliner”
speech at the Berlin Wall.
Describing West Berlin
as a symbol of  freedom
amid the Cold War
In 1997, “Harry Potter

and the Philosopher’s

Stone,” also called
“Harry Potter and the
Sorcerer’s Stone,” was
published in London by
J.K. Rowling. The series
about a boy wizard had a
movie adaptation and
spin-off  series, “Fantas-
tic Beasts.”
In 2022, Sophia Fugi-

ett was crowned as the
winner of  the Miss Jay
County Fair Queen Pag-
eant. She was also hon-
ored as Miss Congeniali-
ty.

—The CR

CR almanac

92/72 87/70 89/72 87/70 86/64
Heat index

values will con-
tinue to swell
into the upper
90s Friday,
when there’s a
50% chance of
showers.

Mostly
sunny skies
are expected
Tuesday
when there’s
a 30%
chance of
rain.

Another
70% chance
of rain is
expected
Monday with
a higher
chance later
in the day.

Saturday’s
forecast shows
a 70% chance
of showers with
heat index val-
ues in the mid
90s again.

Mostly
sunny with a
50% chance of
rain. Other-
wise, highs in
the upper 80s.

Friday
6/27

Saturday
6/28

Sunday
6/29

Monday
6/30

Tuesday
7/1

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.58
July corn..................4.61
Aug. corn ................4.72

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.59
July corn..................4.56
Oct. corn ..................4.17

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.51
July corn..................4.51
Beans ......................10.51

July beans ..............10.51
Wheat ...................... 4.98

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.33
July corn..................4.35
Beans ......................10.29
July beans ..............10.24
Wheat ......................4.98

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.53
July corn..................4.53
Beans ......................10.26
July beans ...............9.84
Wheat ......................4.85

Today
Noon — Jay County

Jail Building Corpora-
tion, auditorium, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.

Court St., Portland.
3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-

ty Solid Waste Manage-
ment District Board,
5948 W. Indiana 67, Port-
land.

Tuesday
7 p.m. — Salamonia

Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Today
Huss, Lorene: 10:30 a.m.,

Church of the Living God, 8472

S. 800 E. Union City.

Norris, Colleen: 11 a.m.,

Walker & Glancy Funeral Home,

109 W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Henkle, Timothy: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod

Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-

merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES
Continued from page 1
The declaration

affirms NATO’s support
for Ukraine, while omit-
ting last year’s statement
that the country’s future
is in the alliance, reflect-
ing the Trump adminis-
tration’s growing reluc-
tance to provide more
military assistance
to Kyiv. 
The U.S. president is

scheduled to meet Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy on Wednesday on
the sidelines of  the sum-
mit as Kyiv seeks to buy
more U.S. weapons.
The new target, which

breaks down into 3.5%
for core defense spending
and additional 1.5% in
related investment
including infrastructure
and cybersecurity, has
come after months of
coaxing by Rutte and will
open the floodgates for
trillions of  dollars in
defense spending until
2035.
Whether reaching the

target is going to happen
eventually remains an
open question and comes
at a time when many
European countries are
already grappling with
high public debt levels.
Some of  them, led
by Spain, questioned
whether they will need to
spend so much to meet
the new ambitious lists
of  weapons and troops
that each needs to pro-
vide as part of
its NATO commitment.
The allies have agreed

that “the trajectory and
balance of  spending” will
be reviewed in 2029.
Direct contributions
toward Ukraine’s defense
will also count toward
their military spending,
according to the declara-
tion.
German Chancellor

Friedrich Merz told lead-
ers that the summit was
all about “putting our
money where our mouth
is.” 
The clear message from

the allies to Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir
Putin was: “Don’t pick a
fight with NATO,” he
said during a close-door
session, according to a
government official.

NATO ...

Continued from page 1
May said Hammond did

nothing wrong and said worse
infractions have been made by
town personnel and ignored.
She refused to write a discipli-
nary referral for Hammond
and, after more discussion,
threatened to leave before the
meeting adjourned.
Staver made a motion to ter-

minate Hammond’s employ-
ment but died for lack of  a sec-
ond. Ultimately, council tabled
the issue, with discussion cir-
cling around readdressing the
issue in an executive session.
Also Tuesday, council talked

about but took no action on
making police officer Alex
Heath town marshal and
demoting town marshal Chris
Jack to an officer position.
Currently, Redkey Police

Department doesn’t have
access to the county’s police
software system through Spill-
man Technologies, which
police have attributed to a lack
of  permission from Jay Coun-
ty Sheriff  Ray Newton. Offi-
cials and police have said Red-

key does not have permission
to use it for a few reasons, with
the largest being that Jack
does not have the necessary
credentials. Heath now has
those credentials, according to
the council.
A few council members said

they didn’t want to punish
Jack but pointed to the need to
be able to do police work.
“This situation sucks and

it’s not their fault,” said Staver,
who like other council mem-
bers also questioned whether
the sheriff ’s office will allow
access to the system if  Heath
becomes marshal.
Heath and Jack shared con-

flicting perspectives. Heath
said Newton has told him that
once he and Jack complete
their training at Indiana Police
Academy, they will be allowed
to use what they need. Jack
argued otherwise, saying the
sheriff  can choose not to allow
them to use the system, which
would cost the town several
thousand dollars to purchase
on its own.
After more discussion, coun-

cil didn’t vote on the matter,
leaving Jack as marshal and
Heath as an officer. Hoff  sug-
gested the town receive New-
ton’s perspective in writing
and said she would attempt to
reach out and look into a new
contract with the county for
the software system.
Relatedly, council approved

contracts with Jack and Heath
for them to both attend the
Indiana Police Academy, with
their graduation date set for
Sept. 26.
Also, council introduced

Daugherty, who was appointed
to the council seat vacated by
Dave Dudelston in May.
In other business, council:
•Heard from utility worker

Ted Kolodka that officials will
be creating a new long-term
control plan after advice from
Indiana Department of  Envi-
ronmental Management sug-
gested the plan — it was draft-
ed using guidance from a
$90,000 master utility study
completed last year — would
not address flooding problems
at the wastewater plant. He

said he is working on creating
a new plan that would come at
no cost for the town.
•Were reminded from Redkey

Fire Department firefighter
Mark Leavell about a request
to purchase another used
firetruck for the department.
He noted the department near-
ly failed the department’s sec-
ond “pumper” nearly failed
inspection last year and, if  the
department doesn’t get a new
truck, will fail inspection this
year, saying that will lead to
higher interest rates. Ques-
tions cropped up about how to
fund the cost, with Leavell sug-
gesting a loan through Indiana
Bond Bank. Beaty also pointed
to a pending contract between
the town and fire department,
suggesting each groups’
lawyers meet to hash out
details.
•OK’d the following: paying

$1,350 for concrete repairs to
the intersection of  Daugherty
and Burr streets; a ordering
$650 replacement check valve
from Utility Supply for the
water plant, a requirement

after a recent Indiana Depart-
ment of  Environmental Man-
agement inspection; Jack to
have repairs made to the police
department’s Dodge Durango
and pay for equipment to be
used while he and Heath are at
the police academy.
•Heard police have been issu-

ing citations for ordinance vio-
lations, including unkept
yards and abandoned vehicles.
Redkey resident Roger Clay
asked if  the town ordinance
addressed abandoned houses,
with Beaty saying she and
Hoff  would look into the mat-
ter.
•Learned the town received

$10,800 from Miller Pipeline in
compensation for dumping  in
town. Moving forward, the
company will pay the town $5
per dump.
•Heard Redkey Lions Club

has donated $1,000 to help pay
for installing a handicap-acces-
sible swing at the park. Staver
is looking into cost estimates
for the playground equipment.
•Made $500.08 in water bill

adjustments.

Council ...

Continued from page 1
We maintain their business

model intentionally deceives chil-
dren and adults to drive up profits
by saying it is appropriate for kids
and that your personal data is safe.
Neither is true,” the office said in
a statement in 2023. 
The lower courts dismissed

Rokita’s suits and the agency
appealed the case to the Indiana
Supreme Court. State attorneys on
Tuesday countered that the “feder-
al law over the divestiture of  own-
ership of  TikTok has nothing to do
with this case,” maintaining that
the issue at hand was “deceptive
and misleading representations
made to consumers.”
Attorney Brian Paul, represent-

ing TikTok and ByteDance, argued
that the Indiana Supreme Court
wasn’t the appropriate venue for
the case, which is the first issue
before the justices.
“Indiana is seeking to punish

TikTok for statements that were
not made in Indiana, that are not
about Indiana, that were not tar-
geted at Indiana and were not tai-
lored to Indiana,” Paul said in his
opening remarks. 
The state previously argued that

justices could intervene because
Hoosiers enter into user contracts
with TikTok when they download
the app.
Paul said because TikTok has no

physical presence in the state, not
even a server, Indiana wasn’t
appropriate for the lawsuit —
though the company makes $46
million off  of  Hoosier data annu-
ally by using collected data to tai-
lor advertiser content, plaintiffs
said.
Justices seemed to doubt that

reasoning, pointing to other prod-
ucts, like magazines shipped
across state boundaries, and legal
precedent. 
“TikTok seeks to escape the

rules that apply to everyone else,
from print magazines to burger
franchises,” said Solicitor General
James Barta, arguing on behalf  of
the state. 
Barta said that these “daily

exchange(s) of  data” are used by
the plaintiffs to craft “addictive
content” based on user locations to
earn millions.
“And yet, TikTok says Indiana

courts can do nothing to hold it
accountable for misleading and
deceptive statements that induced
Indiana parents to download this
app for themselves or for their
children, and that ultimately end
up harming children and other
users,” Barta concluded.
Chief  Justice Loretta Rush won-

dered if  such a broad application
of  Indiana law might capture
other apps and social media com-
panies anytime a Hoosiers accepts
a website’s cookies or agrees to a
user contract. 

Court ...



A local history group will
hear from a former prisoner of
war during its annual meeting
this weekend.
Captain Guy Dennis Gruters

of  Minster, Ohio, will speak dur-
ing the Museum of  the Soldier’s
annual meeting Saturday at

Pennville Community Gym.
Gruters, a United States Air
Force Academy and Purdue Uni-
versity graduate, served in
South Vietnam. He was forced to
eject over North Vietnam and
taken prisoner of  war in Decem-
ber 1967 He spent 1,912 days in

captivity before being released
during Operation Homecoming
in March 1973.
Doors open at 6 p.m. for the

event Saturday, with dinner at
6:30 p.m. and the program to fol-
low. For more information, call
(260) 766-4235.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
LAWYERS IN

LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consultations
with a lawyer are available
from 10 a.m. to noon at Jay
County Public Library, 315
N. Ship St., Portland. Con-
sulting is available on top-
ics including divorce, cus-
tody, guardianship, tenant-
landlord issues, bankrupt-
cy, debt collection, estates
and immigration. Those
interested in participating
should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.
SMART RECOVERY — A

group for those struggling
with addiction that focuses
on motivation, coping with
cravings, managing
thoughts, feelings and
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-

tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 
DEMENTIA SUPPORT

GROUP — Meets at 5:30
p.m. at Persimmon Ridge
Rehabilitation Centre, 200
N. Park St., Portland.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition office at
100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. To learn more infor-
mation, please call (260) 251-
3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
addictions, will meet from 5
to 6:30 p.m. each Sunday at
Fellowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
EUCHRE — Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.
BREAD OF LIFE COM-

MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome. 
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday
COMPASSIONATE

CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that
helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop
long-term recovery meets
at noon each Tuesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.
PORTLAND ROTARY

CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.
SINGLES AND SEPA-

RATES SUPPORT GROUP
— For anyone who’s lost a
loved one or has a spouse
living in long-term care or
suffering from an illness,
the group will meet at 2
p.m. the first Wednesday of
each month in the Arthur
& Gloria Muselman Well-
ness Pavilion in Berne. For
more information, call
Sarah Conrad at (260) 589-
4496.
JAY COUNTY FARM

BUREAU – Will host its
annual meeting from 3 to 6
p.m. Wednesday, July 2, at
the Farmer’s Building at
Jay County Fairgrounds.
During that time, farm
bureau members may pick
up meal voucher,
redeemable at stands for
Jay County Lion’s Club, Jay
County Optimist Club or
Jay County Conservation
Club. There will also be a
pedal tractor pull begin-
ning at 4 p.m. Door prize
winners will be drawn and
awarded at 6 p.m. on stage,
with prizes including $100
and several gift cards.
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 
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Flag Day
Dunkirk Elks Lodge held a Flag Day ceremony June 14 with leading knight

Brandon Walker officiating. Attendees heard the history of Flag Day, pledged allegiance
to the flag and heard a vocal performance of “The Star Spangled Banner” from past
exalted ruler James Fulks.

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: I need help! I am
a 50-plus-year-old, married, well-
educated woman. I am also a klep-
tomaniac and I’m not proud of  it.
It started a few years back when I
accidentally left an item in my
shopping cart. Since then, I have
found it easy to take things —
shoes, makeup, jewelry, clothing. 
I am out of  control. I know it’s

wrong. I tell myself, “That’s it! I
will not steal.” Then I go and do it
again. I want to stop this madness
within myself, but I can’t tell any-
one. Please help me. — TAKING
WHAT’S NOT MINE IN TEN-
NESSEE
DEAR TAKING: Stopping

this “madness within your-
self” on your own obviously
isn’t working. Embarrassing
as it may be, the time has come
to admit to someone who is
qualified to help you that you
need it. Your doctor or medical
insurance company may be
able to refer you to a licensed
psychotherapist while keeping
the matter confidential. Please
don’t wait to reach out. 
••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I went to dinner

with a friend who had told me a
couple of  years ago that he was
an alcoholic and had gone into
rehab. Since that time, I have had
doubts about his sobriety due to
his serious family problems and
his subsequent statement to me
that, after one year of  therapy, he

decided he “was not an alco-
holic.” 
When we had dinner recently, I

ordered a glass of  wine, and he
ordered his usual Diet Coke. At
the end of  dinner, I went to the
restroom and on my way back I
saw him take a couple of  sips of
my leftover wine. When I
returned to the table, I said noth-
ing. I’m not sure if  that was the
right thing to do. If  not, what
should I have said to witnessing
an alcoholic have a drink? —
SURPRISED IN NEW YORK
DEAR SURPRISED: At the

end of  therapy, a problem
drinker does not announce
that he is not an alcoholic.
Your friend may be an alco-
holic in recovery, but he still is
one. It appears from your let-
ter that his sobriety may be a
bit wobbly. If  the two of  you
are very close friends, you
could have told him you saw
what he did. If  you are not,
then you were right to remain
silent because it wouldn’t have
been helpful.

Woman’s pastime
becomes a habit

Dear
Abby

Former POW to speak Saturday
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By MICHAEL J. HICKS
I’m often asked, “What has

happened to the middle class?”
The best answer I can think of
puts the question into historical
context, if  only because so many
folks are thinking back to their
childhood.  
The end of  World War II is a

good place to start, because it
marks the start of  the baby
boomer generation, the youngest
of  whom turned 60 in 2024. For
many, the relatively good eco-
nomic conditions after World
War II mark an important and
nostalgic period in American
life. 
The U.S. standard of  living has

risen about five-fold since then. I
prefer to measure this by looking
at the time price of  a good, or
how many hours a worker would
have to toil to purchase it. The
beauty of  this approach is that it
measures wages by what they
can buy, peeling away changes in
family consumption and differ-
ent measures of  inflation. 
One great example is gas

prices. Most folks think gas is
more expensive today than it was
in 1950. In purely nominal, or
inflated dollars, that is true. How-
ever, in 1950, it took the median
worker about 10 minutes to earn
enough money to buy a gallon of
gasoline, while it takes the medi-
an worker under 5 minutes of
work today.  
Almost everything is cheaper

today than it was in the 1950s and

1960s by that measure, though it
is harder to measure quality dif-
ferences.  
For example, popular belief

suggests housing has become
notoriously expensive. However,
in 1950, the average home was 938
square feet, lacked air condition-
ing and about a quarter had no
indoor toilets. The average price
was $7,354. Now, the average
home is worth around $281,000
but is over 2,200 square feet, and
almost all homes have air condi-
tioning and indoor plumbing.   
Buying a single square foot of

housing in 1950 cost the median
worker about 5 hours, 20 min-
utes. Today, that same square
footage costs the median worker
5 hours, 16 minutes. The time
price of  housing shows how a
quality measure like size can be
deceiving on costs. It doesn’t do
well on measuring the conven-
ience of  air conditioning or
indoor plumbing. 
As another example, the price

tag on newer cars might be eye-
popping, but in 1950 more than 70
people died for every billion
miles driven, while today that

number is 13.4. In terms of  time
price and safety, cars are really
the best they’ve ever been. 
We take for granted many of

these quality improvements.
That said, the biggest issue in the
middle class involves changes to
consumption, not earnings. In
1950, $6 of  every $10 in family
spending went to manufactured
goods. About 48% of  spending
was on non-durable goods, most-
ly clothing and food, and more
than 15% went to durable goods
like housing, automobiles and
home appliances. 
By the late 1960s, the average

family saw their spending on
manufactured goods decline to
about half  their annual income.
Services, such as health care,
recreation, food service and
accommodations accounted for
half  of  household spending.
Today, services are 70% of  spend-
ing.  
In 2025, middle-class Ameri-

cans might consider themselves
financially stressed, but they are
allocating much more of  their
spending to experiences rather
than tangible goods, and buying
a lot more health, safety and com-
fort than anyone before them.
That is an unvarnished good.   
Still, being middle class isn’t

just about the available consump-
tion of  the median worker. Other
changes have taken place. Fami-
lies are smaller than they were in
1950, people live longer and the
scourge of  childhood diseases,

from polio to mumps, rubella and
chicken pox, are tamed by vacci-
nations. More families work two
jobs, a rapid change that took
place in the 1970s. There is also a
larger share of  single-parent
(mostly moms) families. Most
particularly, the distribution of
jobs seems to differ from 1950.   
The median occupation in

Indiana pays $26.04 an hour, and
the middle 10% of  jobs in Indiana
pay between $24.31 and $30.16 per
hour. In 1950, wages were clus-
tered closer to the average, so
there was a larger share of  peo-
ple who might have considered
themselves middle class because
their earnings were closer to
average.  
Some of  this is due to stronger

unions in 1950, and a larger share
of  people in factory work, where
wages were more concentrated.
Another reason might be that in
today’s more flexible labor mar-
kets, households enter and exit
jobs more frequently. 
A more important explanation

is a large replacement of  skills
over the past 75 years. In 1950,
only about one-third of  Ameri-
can workers had finished high
school and fewer than 1 in 20 had
completed college.   
Along with life expectancy, the

work life of  the average worker
was also a decade shorter in the
1950s than it is today. 
Educational attainment

affects wages, but the largest
effect comes over time — formal

education complements experi-
ence. So, folks with a high school
degree or lower tend to see their
real wage top out in their 30s or
earlier. People with a college
degree or higher, on the other
hand, tend to see wage growth
through most of  their careers. 
That does not mean we should

diminish the concerns that
many people have about chang-
ing standards of  living. To be
middle class today, nearly every-
one will need to complete high
school and spend substantial
time in post-secondary school-
ing, and there’s no policy that
will change that. 
Nationally, most kids in a

cohort attend college, while here
in Indiana we fall just short of
half. That means most young
Hoosiers today will not be in the
middle class — a fact that should
embarrass us. 
Also, the geography of  the mid-

dle class is changing. Today, there
are more very rich and very poor
places, and more clustering of
affluent and poor people in differ-
ent places. This makes it seem as
if  the middle class is gone, when
in fact it remains healthy. 

••••••••••
Hicks is the director of  the Cen-

ter for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball distinguished profes-
sor of  economics in the Miller Col-
lege of  Business at Ball State Uni-
versity. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.

We still have a healthy middle class
Michael
J. Hicks

The Seattle Times
Tribune News Service
In the current national politi-

cal climate, bipartisanship is
extremely rare, especially when
it comes to important topics such
as states’ rights and regulating
the use of  artificial intelligence.
But it was exactly such legisla-

tion that brought U.S. Sens.
Maria Cantwell, D-Wash., and
Marsha Blackburn, a Republican
from Tennessee, together.
Just as time winds down for a

final vote, Senate Republicans
tucked inside the tax and budget
bill President Donald Trump
calls “big and beautiful” a provi-
sion that would ban states from
enforcing any laws their state

legislatures may have passed that
regulate artificial intelligence.
Washington and Tennessee are

among 40 states, including other
red states such as Arkansas and
Louisiana, whose attorneys gen-
eral have voiced opposition to the
provision that seeks to undo a lot
of  what their offices have done.
Tennessee’s attorney general

joined Washington AG Nick

Brown in opposition to the ban
on AI rules enforcement.
“At the pace technology and AI

moves, limiting state laws and
regulations for 10 years is dan-
gerous,” Brown said. “If  the fed-
eral government is taking a back
seat on AI, they should not pro-
hibit states from protecting our
citizens.”
Washington has been in the

forefront when it comes to pro-
tecting consumers, children and
the public in general from bad
actors in the AI sector.
In 2023 the state Legislature

passed a law that requires politi-
cal campaigns to disclose when
media content or ads that depict
a candidate have been altered

using AI. It created a law in 2024
to make it a criminal offense to
create, possess or distribute fab-
ricated intimate images of
minors engaged in sexual acts.
And this year, it passed a law that
makes it illegal to purposefully
distribute a “forged digital like-
ness” of  another person’s image
or voice for the purpose of  decep-
tion.
“Companies shouldn’t want us

to wait until something really
bad happens, until someone dies
because of  a lack of  AI regula-
tion,” said state Rep. Cindy Ryu,
D-Shoreline, who sponsored the
digital likeness bill and serves on
the AI task force for the National
Council of  State Legislators.

To tighten the rules even
more, the proposed provision,
which was added to the reconcil-
iation bill, would make access to
funding from the Broadband
Equity Access and Develop-
ment program contingent on
compliance with the 10-year
moratorium. Washington was
allocated $1.2 billion from the
program to provide better access
for the 214,000 Washington resi-
dents who have inadequate
broadband.
States have a duty to protect

residents and their identities in
an industry that is developing
rapidly. That will take unity and
increased pressure on the Sen-
ate Republicans.

AI legislation ban should be struck
Guest
Editorial
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Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.
All services are Sunday,

unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist
204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m., 11

a.m.
asburyministries.org

Bellefountain
United Methodist
440 S. 600 East 
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East
Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist
301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in

umc.org

Christ Chapel
2535 Wabash Road, Fort

Recovery
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)
8472 S. 800 East, Union

City
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy
797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-

tland
Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the
Brethren
Floral and Chicago

avenues, Portland
Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God
South Broad Street,

Dunkirk
Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.

Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville
190 W. Main St., Pennville
David Davidson
(260) 202-9718
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St.,

Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County
2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcen-

ter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman
(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40 a.m.,

5 p.m.

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 
341 S. Meridian St., Red-

key
Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and 6

p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene
401 E. Boundary St., Fort

Recovery
(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Kids vision and teen

ministries: 6 p.m. Wendes-
day
frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist
309 E. Boundary St., Fort

Recovery
Rev. Carol McKay
(304) 617-0101
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 
468 E. Washington St.,

Dunkirk
Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist
100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren
Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist
435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67,

Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30 p.m.

Saturday 

Hopewell of
Life Ministries
County road 200 South, 2

miles east of  Indiana 1
Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic
506 E. Walnut St., Port-

land
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
(260) 726-7055
Services: 5:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians
403 Sharpsburg Road,

Fort Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church
216 W. Pleasant St.,

Dunkirk
Scott McClain
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist
County roads 600 East

and 200 North
Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine
4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship
1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist
5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian
1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist
829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ
1217 W. Votaw St., Port-

land
Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Bible class: 9:15 a.m.
Services: 10:20 a.m.
Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday
portlandcoc.com

Portland First
Church of Nazarene
920 S. Shank St., Portland
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God
4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-

Randolph county line)
Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries
9811 W. Indiana 67, south-

west of  Redkey
Rev. Craig and Robin

Cotherman
(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian
Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist
122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 
801 W. High St.
Fred Stevens
(765) 369-2676
redkeynaz.org
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ
3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries
228 S. Meridian St., Port-

land
Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
3984 N. 550 West, Portland
Pastor Mike Heckman
(615) 517-1017
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Bible study: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester
4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)
pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity ArchBridge
Church
323 S. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Dan Vore
(260) 726-8391
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Services: 10:15 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Interim Pastor Chris

Kruchkow
(260) 849-0687
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene
County road 900 North

(Jay-Wells county line)
Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ
204 W. Walnut St., Port-

land
Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof -

christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Robin Owen
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@gm

ail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.



CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

4400 NNOOTTIICCEESS

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

6600 SSEERRVVIICCEESS

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

THE  CLASSFIEDS
Find it  Buy It

Sell It!
(260) 726-8141 
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 3563 E 600 N,

Bryant IN 
Saturday Morning 
JUNE 28th, 2025

9:30 A.M.
GUNS AND AMMO

(4) Stack On gun safes;
Ranger Model 34 - 22
cal bolt action rifle; Sav-
age Model 220 - 410
single shot; ARMI

JAGER Model 8P874 -
22 cal semi-auto rifle; ;
Bowlan & Brenner muz-
zle shotgun; Remington
Model 788 - .308 cal bolt
action rifle with scope;
Remington 870 Wing-
master TB 12 ga pump
shotgun; Auto Ordnance
Model 1911 A1 US Army
45 acp semi-auto pistol;
Barnett Crossbow with
scope; Recruit Recorve
crossbow with scope;

AMMO:  20 gauge & 16
gauge  slugs; 20 gauge
& 12 gauge shot gun
shells; 410 shot gun

shells; 243 Remington;
Black Powder and other

ammo not listed.   
INDIAN ARTIFACTS 

Over 100 lots of artifacts
to include Arrowheads of
various sizes, Birdstone,
Megalodon Teeth, Pes-
tle, Pendants, Horn

Stone Blade, Deflower-
ing Tool, Spearheads,
Butterfly Banner Stone,
Gorgets, Drillheads,

Pipe Ends, Hafted Stone
Blades, Axes, Scapers,

and various Indian
Stones.     ARTIFACTS
WILL BE SOLD BOTH
LIVE AND ON LINE

USING HI BID.    
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:   
Artifacts will be sold

beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Guns will start selling at
approximately 12:30

p.m.    Guns will not be
on site until day of auc-
tion.    Hand guns will be
registered thru local FFL
dealer.    For more infor-

mation contact LOY
REAL ESTATE & AUC-
TION at (260) 726-2700.

JON SMITH,
DECEASED
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers 

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069
Eric Robbins

AU2014000129 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 925 West Race

Street, Portland IN  
FRIDAY AFTERNOON,

JULY 11TH, 2025
5:30 P.M.

REAL ESTATE
Single story home with
approximately 1036
square feet of living

space situated on a 52’
x 136’ lot.  Home fea-
tures include 2 bed-

rooms and 1 bathroom.
A new water heater was

installed recently.
Property also offers a
12’ x 14’ deck and a
detached garage with
approximately 720

square feet.  This prop-
erty will make a great
starter home or rental
investment property.
Terms of Sale:   10%
nonrefundable deposit
day of auction and bal-
ance at closing.    Clos-
ing to be no later than
45 days from date of
auction.   Buyer to

assume taxes due and
payable in May 2026

and thereafter.
expense.  Sale of Real
Estate is subject to

approval of the Jay Cir-
cuit Court. For more
information or private
showing contact GARY
LOY, Auctioneer and
(260) 726-5160 or KIM
LOY, Real Estate Broker

at (260) 726-2700.
PERSONAL PROPER-
TY INCLUDING A 2002
GEO TRACKER WILL
BE SOLD IMMEDIATE-
LY AFTER THE REAL

ESTATE.
SONJA YOHE ESTATE
BY AMBER WANKEN, 

PERSONAL REP
JOHN LARUE - ESTATE

ATTORNEY
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers 

Gary Loy AU01031608 
PUBLIC AUCTION

SATURDAY JUNE 28th,
2025

TIME  9:00 A.M. 
LOCATED: 346 E 400

N, Portland, IN
TRACTOR - EQUIP-

MENT - GUNS
Ford Jubilee Tractor. 3pt
5’ Box Blade. 5’ King
Cutter 3pt Rotary

Mower.  3pt Post Hole
Auger. 6’ x 10’ Single
Axle Utility Trailer w/

Winch. Craftsman Roll-
away Tool Boxes.

Craftsman 20 Gallon Air
Compressor. 10î Table
Saw. Insulated Dog
Houses. Winchester

Model 1200 12 Gauge
Pump.  Ruger .22 Cal
Single 6 Revolver.

Thompson 45 and 50
Cal Muzzle Loaders. (2)
Muzzle Loader Barrels.
Compound Bows and
Arrows. Clay Targets

and Thrower.   
ANTIQUES - MISC
2 and 3 Gallon Crock
Butter Churns.  Horse
Shoes. RR Anvil. Stop-
light. Coca Cola Chest
Cooler. Coca Cola Car-
rying Cooler. Bronze

Horse Figure. Cross Cut
Saw.  Miniature Tricycle

and Child’s Wagon. Old
Kitchen Cabinets.3

Cushion Sofa w/ Match-
ing Love Seat. Over-
sized Recliner. Rocker

Recliner.  2 Person Bicy-
cle and Other Bicycles.  
OWNER: Charles Ander-
son Estate by Darlene

Anderson
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

113300  MMIISSCC..  FFOORR  SSAALLEE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or

four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial

Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

119900  FFAARRMMEERRSS  CCOOLL--
UUMMNN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

223300  AAUUTTOOSS,,  TTRRUUCCKKSS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

T   
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at 925 West Race Street, Portland Indiana

on Friday Afternoon

JULY 11, 2025
5:30 P.M.

REAL ESTATE
Single story home with approximately 1036 square
feet of living space situated on a 52’ x 136’ lot.
Home features include 2 bedrooms and 1 bathroom.
A new water heater was installed recently.    Property
also offers a 12’ x 14’ deck and a detached garage
with approximately 720 square feet.  This property
will make a great starter home or rental investment
property.
Terms of Sale:   10% nonrefundable deposit day of
auction and balance at closing.    Closing to be no
later than 45 days from date of auction.   Buyer to
assume taxes due and payable in May 2026 and
thereafter.     Sellers will furnish Warranty Deed and
Sellers Title Insurance.     Any inspections need to be
made prior to the auction and will be at the potential
buyers expense.     Sale of Real Estate is subject to
approval of the Jay Circuit Court.  Any statements
made day of sale take precedence over previously
written or oral matter. For more information or
private showing contact GARY LOY, Auctioneer
and (260) 726-5160 or KIM LOY, Real Estate
Broker at (260) 726-2700.
PERSONAL PROPERTY INCLUDING A 2002

GEO TRACKER WILL BE SOLD
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE REAL ESTATE.

SONJA YOHE ESTATE
BY AMBER WANKEN, PERSONAL REP
JOHN LARUE – ESTATE ATTORNEY

LOY AUCTION   AC31600027
AUCTIONEERS

Gary Loy   AU 01031608   
CR 6-18,26-2025

Public Notice
TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED 
REAL ESTATE AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES 

STATE OF INDIANA 
COUNTY OF JAY, SS: 

U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JAY COUNTY 

PORTLAND, INDIANA 
VS 

CAUSE NO: 
38C01-2503-MF-000006 

PLAINTIFF 
LESLEY NEWLAND;  INDIANA HOUSING & 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY;  

SERVICE FINANCE COMPANY 
DEFENDANTS 

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 
By virtue of an Order of Sale, directed to me from the Clerk of
the Jay Circuit Court and pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclo-
sure entered on 06/17/2025, I will expose to public sale to the
highest bidder for cash in hand, at the office of the Sheriff of
Jay County, in Jay County, Indiana, located at Courthouse, 3rd
Floor, Portland, IN 47371 on July 31, 2025 at 10:00 AM Local
Time, the fee simple title together with the rents, profits, issues
and income or  so much thereof as may be sufficient to satisfy
said judgment, interest, costs and accruing costs of the following
described real estate located in Jay County, Indiana, to-wit: 

Lot Number One Hundred Seventeen (117) in Woodlawn Park
Addition to the City of Portland, Jay County, Indiana. 
Commonly known as: 1007 West Race Street, Portland, IN
47371 
State Parcel Number: 38-07-20-201-090.000-034 

This sale is to be made in all respects pursuant to an act of the
General Assembly of the State of Indiana, approved March 7,
1931, and entitled An act concerning proceedings in actions to
foreclose real estate mortgages, providing for the sale and cus-
tody of the mortgaged premises and repealing all laws conflict-
ing therewith (see Indiana Code).  It is further provided by law
that there shall be no redemption from such sale, and the pur-
chaser at such sale, upon complying with the terms of his pur-
chase, shall be entitled to immediately receive from the
undersigned, Sheriff of Jay County, a deed conveying to him, the
purchaser, the fee simple title in and to said real estate. 
Taken as the property of the Defendant(s) stated above at the
suit of U.S. Bank National Association.  Said sale to be without
relief from valuation and/or appraisement laws. 

Attorney for Plaintiff 
Codilis Law, LLC 

8050 Cleveland Place 
Merrillville, IN 46410 

(219) 736-5579 
15-25-00405 

Larry R. Newton, Jr. Sheriff of Jay County 
NOTE: This law firm is a debt collector. 

CR 6-26,7-3,10-2025-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF PROPOSED 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS                      
Notice is hereby given the taxpayers of Jay County, Indiana that
the proper legal officers of Jay County Council at the Jay County
Court House, at 6:00 o'clock p.m., on the 9th day of July, 2025 will
consider the following additional appropriations in excess of
the budget for the current year.

Amount Approved
COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS PROJECT INCOME$14,100.00
1122.14900.00000.0000 Group Health Insurance $14,100.00
RETIREMENT CENTER DONATIONS $1,000.00
4102.31102.00000.0000 Resident Activities $1,000.00
ARP-2021 CLFRF $2,400.00
8950.31480.00000.0000 Professional 

Services- Ritter Strategic $2,400.00
Total $17,500.00
Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be
heard.  The additional appropriation as finally made will be re-
ferred to the Department of Local Government Finance. The
DLGF will make a written determination as to the sufficiency of
funds to support the appropriations made within fifteen (15)
days of receipt of a certified copy of the action time.

Emily Franks
Jay County Auditor

CR 6-26-2025-HSPAXLP
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Local schedule
Today

Fort Recovery ACME baseball vs. Marion
Local – 4:15 p.m.

Jay County Summer swim at South Adams – 6
p.m.

Saturday
Portland Rockets doubleheader vs. South

Bend Royals at Bethel University – 1 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

2:10 p.m. — MLB: Philadelphia Phillies at
Houston Astros (NBC)

2:15 p.m. — MLB: Chicago Cubs at St. Louis
Cardinals (FSDN Indiana)

3 p.m. — FIFA Club World Cup soccer: Juven-
tus at Manchester City (TNT)

7 p.m. — WNBA: Los Angeles Sparks at Indi-
ana Fever (FDSN Indiana)

8 p.m. — NBA draft round 2 (ESPN)
3 p.m. — International Friendly women soccer:

United States at Ireland (TBS)

Friday
7:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Austria Grand Prix

(ESPN)
3 p.m. — LIV Golf Dallas (FOX)
7 p.m. — NHL Draft (ESPN)
7:10 p.m. — MLB: San Diego Padres at

Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indiana); Minnesota Twins
at Detroit Tigers (FOX)

10:30 p.m. — MMA: Professional Fighters
League (ESPN)

Saturday
6:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Austria Grand Prix

(ESPN2)
9 a.m. — MotoGP: Dutch Grand Prix (FS1)
9:30 a.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series:

The LiUNA! 150 (FS1)
12 p.m. — FIFA Club World Cup: Palmeiras at

Botafogo (TNT)
1 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series:

The LiUNA! 150 (FOX)
2 p.m. — PGA Tour Champions: U.S. Senior

Open (NBC)
2 p.m. — Major League Rugby: Houston

SaberCats at New England Free Jacks (ESPN2)
3 p.m. — PGA Tour: Rocket Classic (CBS)

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
Corbin Brown powered

the PG14 offense as he
drove in four of  the 10
runs on a pair of  hits.
Ashton Conn, Parker

Huntsman and Liam Ride-
nour provided nice lifts at
the plate as well in the
loss.

Lions Club wins
Lions Club beat South-

ern Thunder 18-5 in Tues-
day’s Portland Junior
League Willie Mayes
baseball tournament
opener.
Madden Barnett led the

way for Lions Club with a
triple and a double, while

Drew Lingo smacked a
pair of  doubles. Reid
Wendel also managed
multiple hits in the con-
test.
Corbin Hutzler had the

only extrabase hit for
Southern Thunder as he
had a double and a single
in the loss.

Roundup ...

By STEVE HENSON
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service
LOS ANGELES — Could

Achilles injuries be the
Achilles heel of  the NBA?
Regardless of  alle-

giance, anyone watching
Game 7 of  the NBA Finals
on Sunday had to be
struck by the calamitous
impact of  the injury to
superstar Tyrese Halibur-
ton on the Indiana Pacers.
Haliburton had the ball

in the first quarter, took a
step backward and began
to go left. Pushing off  with
his right foot, the right
tendon tore, and the Pac-
ers chances of  defeating
the Oklahoma City Thun-
der were shredded.
"In that moment, my

heart dropped for him,"
OKC guard and Finals
MVP Shai Gilgeous-
Alexander told reporters.
"I couldn't imagine play-
ing the biggest game of
my life and something like
that happening. It's not
fair."
It's also not uncommon.

Haliburton was the third
superstar lost during the
playoffs to an Achilles
tear, following Damian Lil-
lard of  the Milwaukee
Bucks and Jayson Tatum
of  the Boston Celtics.
Players who sustained

the injury during the reg-
ular season include
Dejounte Murray of  the
New Orleans Pelicans,
Dru Smith of  the Miami
Heat and two of  Halibur-

ton's Indiana teammates
— Isaiah Jackson and
James Wiseman.
Regenerative medicine

doctor Jesse Morse point-
ed out in X posts that the
high-grade calf  strain Hal-
iburton suffered in Game
5 was a precursor to the
Achilles injury.
"Hailburton was playing

with fire by playing in
Games 6 and 7 after being
diagnosed with a high-
grade calf  strain, an
injury that is notoriously
slow to heal," Morse
wrote. "There was a signif-
icantly increased risk of  a
possible Achilles tear due
to him already having the
high-grade calf  strain,
regardless of  what the
'data shows.'
"We saw it with Kobe

Bryant. We saw it with
Aaron Rodgers. Likely
more. A calf  strain lead to
an Achilles tear."
Bryant ruptured his left

Achilles on April 12, 2013,
after playing every minute
of  eight consecutive quar-
ters as the Lakers pursued
a playoff  spot with two
games remaining in the
regular season. Bryant
had suffered injuries to
his knees earlier in the
game. He returned to
action eight months later.
Rodgers tore his left

Achilles in his first game
as quarterback of  the New
York Jets on Sept. 11, 2023,
shortly after he'd experi-
enced tightness in his calf.
He missed the entire sea-

son but returned in 2024 at
age 41.
The Achilles tendon is a

fibrous cord that directs
movement from the leg to
the foot, connecting mus-
cles from the calf  to the
heel bone. A sudden explo-
sive movement like run-
ning or jumping can cause
the tendon to tear or rup-
ture.
The origin of  term

Achilles stems from the
hero of  that name in
Greek mythology. His
mother sought to make
him immortal by dipping
him into a river that held
magical powers. She held
him by the heel, however,
leaving it vulnerable.
Sure enough, the seem-

ingly eternally brave
Achilles was killed by an
arrow to his heel during
the Trojan War. The
Achilles' heel has been
known ever since as a
metaphor for a person's
vulnerable spot.
Haliburton certainly

displayed a knack for
heroics all season, culmi-
nating in the jump shot he
made with 0.3 seconds to
play in Game 1 of  the
Finals that gave the Pac-
ers a victory over the
heavily favored Thunder.
He helped them to reach

Game 7 and hit a trio of
three-point shots early in
the contest only to — alas
— crumple to the floor
when his Achilles tendon
popped. The Thunder pre-
vailed, 103-91.

Haliburton last to succumb 
to Achilles injury in playoffs

By ZACK COX
Boston Herald
Tribune News Service
BOSTON — Make that two block-

buster trades in less than 24 hours
for the Celtics.
One day after Boston shipped

guard Jrue Holiday to the Portland
Trail Blazers, ESPN’s Shams Cha-
rania on Tuesday reported the
team was finalizing a three-team
deal to send center Kristaps
Porzingis to the Atlanta Hawks.
The Celtics reportedly will

receive forward Georges Niang and
a second-round pick in the trade,
which, in conjunction with the Hol-
iday swap, pushes Boston below the
second apron of  the NBA’s luxury
tax. The third involved team, the
Brooklyn Nets, will receive Hawks
guard Terrance Mann and
Atlanta’s first-round selection (No.
22 overall) in the 2025 NBA draft.
While the Celtics were able to get

a quality return in the Holiday
trade (26-year-old scorer Anfernee

Simons and two second-rounders),
the Porzingis move is more of  a
straight salary dump. The center
was set to make $30.7 million on an
expiring contract this coming sea-
son.
Niang, 32, is an NBA journeyman

who’s spent time with five different
franchises, plus three G League
teams. He appeared in 79 games
this season for Cleveland and
Atlanta, averaging 9.9 points and
3.4 rebounds per game while mak-
ing 40.6% of  his 3-pointers (5.2
attempts per game). Niang is a
career 39.9% shooter from 3-point
range.

Porzingis reportedly
traded to the Hawks

Celtic big man
was a part of

2024 title squad



FORT RECOVERY —
The Indians just scraped
a run across in the third
inning. In the fourth, the
runs poured in with ease.
The Fort Recovery

ACME
baseball
team beat
the Celina
Bulldogs 12-0 in five
innings during Tuesday’s
regular season finale.
Reece Wendel scored

the first run in the third
inning on a Dylan Klenke
groundout.
The flood gates opened

in the fourth with runs
scoring on a Jett Tobe sin-
gle, a bases-clearing dou-
ble by Wendel, an Alex
Gaerke double, a single
by Klenke, Ian McCain’s
double, a Garrett Diller
base hit and a triple from
Tobe.
Klenke earned the win

after throwing the first
two innings and giving up
zero runs on four hits.
Gaerke and Wendel
pitched in relief, giving
up a combined two hits
and one walk.
The Tribe (5-2) will host

Marion Local in the first
round of  the ACME play-
offs on Thursday at 4:15
p.m.

Four compete
FISHERS — The Jay

County Winter Swim
team had four athletes
compete at the Swimming
Open Water State Cham-
pionships on Tuesday at
Geist Waterfront Park.
Cooper Glentzer, who

competed in the event for
the first time in 2024, and
Carson Westgerdes com-
peted in the 15-and-older
boys 1,600-meter race.
Cooper Glentzer posted a
time of  20 minutes, 3.97
seconds to claim 19th

place. Westgerdes’
21:38.38 earned a 24th-
place finish.
Grant Glentzer earned

the highest spot of  all the
competitors as he took
17th in the 13-14-year-old
boys 1,200 race with a
time of  16:37.64.
As the lone girl repre-

senting Jay County,
Addisyn Champ took 21st
with a time of  12:22.53.

Loys splits
Loys and Local 1620 split

a pair of  games in Port-
land Junior League Sandy
Koufax baseball play on
Tuesday.
Loys took the first game

6-3 before falling 9-5 in the
second contest.
Sam Wiggins led the

offense for Loys in game
No. 1 with four RBIs on a
pair of  home runs.

David McKee earned the
win on the mound after
striking out six batters
and not surrendering an
earned run over four
innings pitched.
Cooper Reynolds and

Tyan Rodgers had the only
RBIs for Loys in the sec-
ond game of  the double-
header, the former driving
a run in with a double and
the latter on a single.

Wiggins suffered the
loss after giving up two
earned runs in one inning
of  work.

Walk-off win
Tuck Hemmelgarn

delivered a two-RBI single
in the eighth inning to
help Kiwanis walk-off
PG14 11-10 in the opening
round of  the Portland Jun-
ior League Willie Mayes

baseball tournament on
Tuesday.
Along with the walk-off

single, Tuck Hemmelgarn
had two doubles and
another base hit to total
three RBIs and two runs
scored. Sawyer Hemmel-
garn and Klay Farmer fol-
lowed with two RBIs
apiece on three doubles
and a triple, respectively.
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Jay summer swim travels
to South Adams today,

see Sports on tap

Tribe takes down Bulldogs in five innings

Local
roundup
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Anthony Roessner, the second baseman for the Fort Recovery ACME baseball team, goes to tag the base with his glove to
start a double play during Tuesday’s 12-0 win over Celina. The Indians will host Marion Local in the opening round of the playoffs today.


