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Grand new

Upgrades
to track,
new tower
debut

tonight

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

When competitors
drive in front of the
grandstand tonight, their
tires will be the first to
make tread marks on a
near track.

When fans cheer from
the infield seats, they’ll
have a new wall protect-
ing them from the vehi-
cles.

When Jeff Abbott
announces the action,
he’ll be sitting in a new,
more spacious, perch.

A new grandstand
judge’s tower, completed
less than two weeks
before the start of the Jay
County Fair, is the latest
addition to Jay County
Fairgrounds and will
debut at tonight’s demoli-
tion derby that kicks off
eight days of events in
front of the grandstand.

The need for a new
tower and upgrades to the
derby track became clear
last year when fair board
members were concerned
that a car might be head-
ed over the guardrail and
into the fans — there were
no injuries — or that a
light pole might come
down after being struck.

“We said we were going
to do something and we
went all out,” said fair
board member Rick Near-
garder. “It’s a beautiful
project.”

The improvements
came together as fair
board members began
reaching out to business-
es and community mem-
bers following the 2024
fair. The response was
immediate, with various
entities contributing
time, labor and materials.

The result is an expand-
ed derby track with a new
300-foot concrete wall
serving as the north bar-
rier. The wall goes 2 feet

2024 Jay County Fair
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Jay County Fair Board installed a new judge’'s tower and made upgrades to the
demolition derby track, including a new, reinforced wall to protect fans on the infield, ahead of
this year’s fair. The updated facility will make its debut during tonight’'s demolition derby at 6
p.m. and there will be a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 5:45 p.m. Saturday, July 5, before the
demolition derby that will close this year’s fair.

into the ground and is
backed by a dirt mound.
The fence sits another 6
feet back as an additional
safety precaution.

The new judge’s tower
has a similar footprint,
but was redesigned to
maximize space and
improve sight lines for
fans. The stairs are now

on the outside of the
structure, and there is an
overhang on the front to
allow spectators in trucks
in the infield to see the
entirety of the track.
New LED lighting is in
place with new steel poles
and additional speakers
have been added in the
grandstand. (Electrical
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Shows underway

The 4-H livestock shows began Friday at the Jay County Fair
following opening ceremonies. Pictured above, Rusti Imel shows her rabbit
to the judge during the showmanship portion of the competition at the rabbit
show at the East Arena. At right, Alexa Jones congratulates her dog Piper
after competing in obedience during the dog show in the Show Arena.

lines, some of which used
to run overhead, are all
now  buried under-
ground.) And there is a
new infield driveway,
formed with asphalt that
was milled off of Charles
Street in Portland during
its recent repaving by
Brooks Construction.

“I think it's good for not

only the safety of our
directors that are up
there ... but also it’s not
an eyesore like it was
before,” said Jason
McGraw, who continued
his family’s tradition of
driving in derbies for
years and is now a mem-
ber of the fair board.

See View page 2

Deaths

Carl Ashman, 80, Portland
Gordon Lowe, 89, Redkey
John Herzfeld, 45, Muncie
Douglas Mann, 82, Paris,

Texas
Details on page 2.

Weather

The high temperature hit

92 degrees Friday in Jay

County.

Today
9 and 11 a.m. — Baby contests

$1

Taxes
set to

g0 up
July 1

Cigarette
and gas
hikes start
Tuesday

By LESLIE BONILLA
MUNIZ

Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana’s cigarette tax is
set to increase for the first
time in nearly two decades,
following a late April leg-
islative scramble for addi-
tional revenue.

Separately, a gasoline
excise tax will continue its
annual one-cent climb. The
changes take effect July 1,
with the beginning of the
state fiscal year.

The price of a pack of
cigarettes is expected to
average $11 after the tax
jumps from $1 to $3, per the
Indiana Chamber of Com-
merce. Other tobacco and
nicotine products will also
get pricier.

“We really are pleased
that the Legislature and
Gov. (Mike) Braun moved
forward and approved an
increase in these tobacco
taxes,” said Mike Seilback,
who is the national assis-
tant vice president for state
public policy at the Ameri-
can Lung Association.

He called the hike — the
first since 2007 — a “win-
win-win.”

Rising prices can dis-
courage people from using
the products and develop-
ing nicotine additions, but
current users may also
seize on the sticker shock
as a reason to try quitting.
And those who don’t stop
will fill the state’s coffers.

“Most tobacco users
want to quit, but nicotine is
highly addictive — the
average tobacco user tries
to quit, you know, seven
times before they’re suc-
cessful,” Seilback said. “By
increasing this tax, we
expect many Hoosiers to
take the opportunity to
make another quit attempt
and be successful.”

The American Lung
Association estimates that
38,000 adult Indiana smok-
ers will successfully quit in
response to the tax boost.

The health and other
impacts could start hitting
within a year.

“It usually starts with
less heart attacks,” Seil-
back said, as well as fewer
secondhand smoke-
induced asthma attacks.
Lung cancer takes longer
to develop, but he also
anticipated seeing sales
flag and quit line calls rise.

That’s a boon for the
chamber, which has been
pushing an increase for
nearly 15 years.

“This is a workforce
issue... A healthy state and
healthy Hoosiers is good
for business,” President
and CEO Vanessa Green
Sinders said.

She cited a 2020 fact
sheet from Indiana’s
Tobacco Prevention and
Cessation ~ Commission
that found workers who
smoke each cost their
employers an estimated
$5,800 more in health care
and lost productivity annu-
ally than non-smoking
workers.

See Tax page 2
At the fair <
Monday
8 a.m. — Swine show in the —
Show Arena

at the Farmer’s Building

Today’s forecast calls for
partly cloudy skies with a
high in the mid 80s. Sunday’s
high will be in the mid 80s

under mostly sunny skies.

Rain is expected Monday.

See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

6 p.m. — Demolition derby at

grandstand

the grandstand grandstand

Sunday Tuesday
11 a.m. — Beef show in the

Show Arena Show Arena
6 p.m. — Autocross at the

7 p.m. — 3 Bar J Rodeo at the

9 am. — Dairy show in the

7 p.m. — Figure 8 and barrel

9 n08LO0CZTIBT

racing at the grandstand



Page 2

The Commercial Review
Saturday, June 28, 2025

View ...

Continued from page 1

“It did its service for the time
we had it. But that (new) judge’s
tower is beautiful. ...

“Having a nice, solid track
will make it safer for our fans
who are sitting on the infield
side, safer for our drivers as
well.”

Huntsman Concrete was
hired for the concrete work,
with Berne Ready Mix donating
all of the concrete. (The track
will carry the Berne Ready Mix
name for the next decade as a
thank you for the donation.)

Steve Reitz, the husband of

fair board member Vickie Reitz,
Brian Robinson and Neargarder
handled about 90% of the labor
to construct the new building.

Other volunteers and dona-
tions were many:

«Equipment and a set of stairs
from Barnett’s Wrecker Servic-
es

*Welding work from Vore’s
Welding

«Labor for the new fence from
Tyler Aker of High Fence Solu-
tions

«Four light poles from Sham-
baugh and Sons

Dirt spreading work and cut-

CR almanac

ting the driveway by Shaver
Field Service

Additional contributions
came from Travis Nichols/
McAfee Recycling, Fort Recov-
ery Lumber, Davis Drilling, the
City of Portland, 5G CNC, Port-
land True Value, Jay County
highway department, 4 West
Farms, KBL Transport, Wen-
del’s Guttering and Wil Taylor.

“It couldn’t have been done
without volunteers,” said fair
board member Bubba Swove-
land.

“The volunteers we had out
there were just awesome,”

Obituaries

added fellow fair board member
Travis Theurer.

A $36,000 grant received
through Jayland Trotting Asso-
ciation helped cover the cost of
the new tower while a $17,600
grant from The Portland Foun-
dation went toward the electri-
cal portion of the project.
Theurer said the fair board put
about $20,000 into the project.

With donated labor and mate-
rials included, the total project
is estimated at $100,000-plus.

It was important, the fair
board members said, because of
what the derby means to both

the fair and the community.
Theurer noted that there are
typically 150 to 200 cars for each
derby.

“The derby is our largest
money-maker,” he said. “It
brings the most amount of peo-
ple in. Obviously the grand-
stand is always full. ... The Jay
County Community supports
our demo derby.”

A celebratory ribbon-cutting
for the new grandstand is
scheduled for 5:45 p.m. Satur-
day, July 5, before an evening of
demolition derby closes out the
fair.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
6/28 6/29 6/30 7/1 7/2
) 9 .
89/71 | 86/68 | 83/63 | 85/66 | 85/66
Skies  will Showers Skies  will Expect a Skies will
be mostly | and thunder- | be mostly | high in the | be mostly
sunny with a | storms are | sunny with a | mid 80s | sunny with a
high of 89| expected. high of 83. under sunny | high of 85.
degrees and a | The high tem- skies. There is a
20% chance | perature will 20% chance
of  showers | be in the mid of showers
and storms. 80s. and storms.

Lotteries

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 8-8-1
Daily Four: 8-5-2-7
Quick Draw: 2-8-13-
14-18-31-32-40-43-47-51-
52-54-55-56-59-64-71-76-
77

Ohio
Midday

Pick 3: 3-2-5
Pick 4: 2-3-0-9
Pick 5: 5-4-0-2-8

Powerball
Estimated
$155 million

jackpot:

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $48
million

Markets

Cooper Farms
Fort Recovery

(070) 3 o FORUUUR 4.60
July corn ................. 4.72
Aug. corn ................. 4.07

POET Biorefining
Portland

(076) 1 1 FORSUURR 4.60
July corn.................. 4.60
Oct. corn .....cueeeeneee. 4.15

The Andersons
Richland Township

COrn eevevveeeieeeeeenen, 4.46
July corn.................. 4.46
Beans........cccceuue. 10.31

July beans.............. 10.31
Wheat .....cccoeeevveennnen. 4,95

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..............
July corn...
Beans..........ccuu..
July beans.............. .
Wheat .....cccoeevveenneen. 4.94

Heartland

St. Anthony

(076) & s FORSNSTURRIURR 4.52
July corn.................. 4.52
Beans

Today in history

In 1863, during the
Civil War, President
Abraham Lincoln
appointed Maj. Gen.
George G. Meade as the
new commander of the
Army of the Potomac,
following the resigna-
tion of Maj. Gen. Joseph
Hooker.

In 1914, Archduke
Francis Ferdinand of
Austria and his wife
Sofia were assassinated
by Gavrilo Princip in
Sarajevo. It set off a
chain of events that led
to World War 1.

In 1919, the Treaty of
Versailles was signed in
France, ending the First
World War.

In 1969, riots broke
out following a police
raid at the Stonewall
Inn, an LGBTQ+ bar in
New York’s Greenwich
Village neighborhood,
leading to six days of
violent protests that
served as a watershed
moment in the LGBTQ+
rights movement.

In 1972, retired busi-
nessman Omer E.
Cromer died at Jay
County Hospital at the
age of 86. He had owned
and operated Cromer
Brothers Inc. Wholesale
Tobacco Store for more
than 40 years and had

served 12 years on Jay
County Hospital Board
and one term on Port-
land City Council.

In 1997, boxer Mike
Tyson was disqualified
from his rematch with
heavyweight titleholder
Evander Holyfield after
Tyson bit Holyfield
twice in the third round,
including biting off a
portion of Holyfield’s
right ear.

In 2017, a man armed
with a shotgun attacked
the offices of The Capi-
tal newspaper in
Annapolis, Maryland,
killing four journalists
and a staffer before
police stormed the build-
ing and arrested him;
authorities said Jarrod
Ramos had a long-run-
ning grudge against the
newspaper for its report-
ing of a harassment case
against him. (Ramos
would be convicted and
sentenced to six life sen-
tences plus 345 years in
prison.)

In 2021, Jay County
Council approved a
$93,500 contribution in
wind farm economic
development funds
toward the Pennville
library expansion and
renovation project.

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Monday

Monday

9 a.m. — Jay County
Commissioners, audi-
torium, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Solid Waste Manage-
ment District Board,
5948 W. Indiana 67,
Portland.

Tuesday

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Thursday

4 p.m. — Portland
Board of Works,
mayor’s office, city
hall, 321 N. Meridian
St.

Carl Ashman

May 1, 1945-June 25, 2025

Carl E. Ashman, age 80, of Port-
land passed away Wednesday, June
25, 202,5 at his home surrounded by
his family.

He was born in Coldwater, Ohio,
on May 1, 1945, the son of David and
Mary (Smith) Ash-
man. He was married
on April 30, 1965, to
Linda Ingle who sur-
vives. He was a 1964
Portland High School
graduate, worked at
Teledyne Portland
Forge and retired as
Grand Lodge Repre-
sentative for Machin-
ist Union. Carl was an avid golfer
and bowler and loved to travel.

Surviving are his wife of 60 years
Linda; one son, Michael Ashman
(wife: Kristi) of New Haven; one
daughter, Marsi Ashman Dow (part-
ner: Rick Twigg) of Portland; sister
Wanda Violette of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia; sisters-in-law Carol Ashman,
Kay-Sue Ashman and Patty Baldauf
(husband: Dick); brother-in-law
Roger Osborne (wife: Hope); grand-
children Kara (Ashman) Wilson
(husband: Mike), Sean Ashman,
Evan Ashman (wife: Jenna), Kaitlyn
(Dow) Haines (husband: Collin),
Brea Ashman, Ashlyn Dow, Joseph
Dow, Megan Friedt (husband: Jared)
and Haley Leonard (husband:
Clark); and 12 great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by a
son, David Ray Ashman; brothers
David Ashman and Dale Ashman;
sister Lois Osborne; and brother-in-
law Tom Violette.

There will be no funeral services.

Memorials can be made to the Jay
County Cancer Society.

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home is
handling the arrangements.

Condolences may be expressed at
bairdfreeman.com.

Tax ...

Continued from page 1

Collectively, smoking
costs Indiana upwards of
$6 billion annually in
health care and lost pro-
ductivity.

A lower smoking rate,
Sinders said, improves
employee wellness, lowers
health care costs and cuts
absenteeism.

Change takes effect the
sooner people are aware of
the tax increases, accord-
ing to Seilback. Quit line
advertising can help.

That’s why the Cham-
ber’s Wellness Council of
Indiana on Thursday
released an updated ver-
sion of its Quit Now Tool.

“It’s a much-strength-
ened playbook designed to
help employers act on this
unique moment,” Ashley

Ashman

ules and

see
increase,

said.

General

O’Rourke, the council’s
executive director, said in a
news release.

The web-based platform
offers ready-to-use mod-

completion certificates. It’s
now easier for managers to
invite employees online
and see their progress. The
tool also added accessibili-
ty features.

“We feel like this is an
important opportunity for
us, the Indiana Chamber,
to be out there with
resources for employers
and Hoosiers who, again,
that

that next step,” Sinders
Seilback warned that the

isn’t done yet.

Gordon Lowe

Dec. 24, 1935-June 26, 2025

Gordon L. Lowe, age 89, Redkey
(and formerly of Dunkirk), died
Thursday, June 26, 2025, at home
following an illness.

Born in Smokey Junction, Ten-
nessee, on Dec. 24, 1935, he grew up
in Tennessee where he graduated
from Norma High School with the
class of 1953. After graduating he
moved to Indiana for work at Kerr
Glass, Dunkirk; he
was a general fore-
man in the ware-
house and shipping
department and
worked there for 38
years before retiring
in 1991.

After retiring, he
moved back to Ten-
nessee for a period of
several years and served as deacon
at Cedar Hill Baptist Church while
living there. Upon returning to
Indiana, he lived in Albany before
moving to Redkey.

He was a member and deacon of
the former Dunkirk Baptist
Church and more recently attend-
ed Redkey Nazarene Church. He
enjoyed motorcycle riding (includ-
ing trips out west) and traveling
with his wife. Gordon farmed as a
youngster in Tennessee by horse
and plow and was a member of the
Glass Bottle Blowers Association
through the factory.

Survivors include his wife, Gin-
ger (Hicks) Shrack Lowe; sons
Alan Lowe (wife: Charlene),
Louisville, Kentucky, and James
Lowe (wife: Vicky), Jacksboro,
Tennessee; daughters Darlene Cle-
venger (husband: Randy),
Dunkirk, and Carolyn Melton (hus-
band: Larry), Hartford City; broth-
ers Alton Lowe (wife: Reba),
Dunkirk, and Warren Lowe (wife:
Jan), Portland; sister Jennie Henry

Lowe

Leafi

) repairs
printable course P

your home.

Limited time only!*

Installation
$2-a-pack
and want to take

Assembly’s job

Spring showers may
bring costly home

Spring rain can overwhelm
clogged gutters, leading to
overflow causing damage to

75% OFF | + $250

CALL 1-877-361-4260

(husband: Dick), Redkey; sister-in-
law Marty Lowe, Centre, Alabama;
four grandchildren; four great-
grandchildren; stepson Monte E.
Shrack (wife: Cindy), Portland; and
stepdaughters Michelle R. Ross
(husband: Scott), Hartford City,
and Rose E. Onstott (husband:
Don), Milton, Indiana.

He was preceded in death by his
first wife of nearly 65 years, Flo-
rene “Flo” Lowe, who died in 2018;
parents Raymond and Inez (Ander-
son) Lowe; brother Clarence Lowe;
sisters Sharon Price and Debra
Whitesell (and her husband,
Chris).

Funeral services will be 11 a.m.
Wednesday, July 2, 2025, at Redkey
Nazarene Church with burial fol-
lowing at Strong Cemetery.

Visiting hours are Wednesday
from 10 until 11 a.m. at the church
in Redkey.

Memorials may be sent to Red-
key Nazarene Church.

The funeral will be streamed
online from MeachamFuneralSer-
vicecomwhere condolences and
other expressions of sympathy can
also be given.

John Herzfeld Jr., Muncie, the broth-
er of a Portland man, Oct. 6, 1979-
June 24, 2025. Burial will be in Penn-
sylvania.

Douglas Dee Mann, Paris, Texas,
who previously worked at the Indiana
State Police post in Redkey, June 20,
1943-June 24, 2025. Services will be
at noon Thursday at Fairmount Friends
Church, 124 W. 1st St., Fairmount.

The Commercial Review publish-
es death notices for those with a con-
nection to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary services.

Filter

GUTTER
PROTECTION
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Free inspections + estimate - Call 1-877-361-4260

Gomow) [T
The most
: effective gutter
Dmm protection for
your home.
TO SCHEDULE YOUR

FREE INSPECTION

Promo Code: 285

SERVICES

Monday
Martyne, Raymond: noon,
Alspach-Gearhart, Funeral
Home & Crematory, 722 S.Was-
ington St.,Van Wert, Ohio.

Tuesday
Hunt, Jessica: 7 pm,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Wednesday
Lowe, Gordon: | | a.m., Red-
key Nazarene Church, 801 W.
High St.,,Redkey. Th

Thursday

Mann, Douglas: noon, Fair-
mount Friends Church, 124 W.
I'st St., Fairmount.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

eBe able to take payments
eAnswer phone calls
eDo various tasks when asked

ie position is 32+ hours a week

Seeking Full-Time
Front Desk Assistant

Looking for a person who will:
eInteract with customers

Training will be provided.

plug benefite.

Requirements:

eMust be able to learn quickly
eHave basic computer skills
ePossess basic math skills
ePay attention to detail

eBe reliable and responsible
eBe a team player

eHave customer service skills
eBe a self-starter

Apply by
sending resume to:

The Commercial Review
PO Box 1049
Portland, IN 47371
or email:
business@thecr.com
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Trail upgrades

Joel Wilson of Scouting America Troop 202, Portland, recently finished
his Scouting Eagle project by upgrading the Kelly Bagg’'s Trails and making them
easier to maintain and safer for the public.Pictured above are Troop 202 members
Hayden Ison, Blaine Finch, Lavaughn Ballard, Wilson, Traylin Lautzenhiser,
Nathaniel Locke and Eli Nelson. Wilson widened trails, cut new trails to match the
city’'s map and added trail markers, signage and handrails. Troop 202 members
helped to finish the project by trimming and picking up trash.

DEAR ABBY: When my ex-
wife died recently, she left our
two children (in their 20s and
30s) a home that was in her
name. My son has a good job;
my daughter works periodical-
ly as a model. Losing her devas-
tated both of them. The home
she left them is not only in bad
shape but also needs repairs
and zoning and permitting
updates.

I earn a good living and
recently won a personal injury
lawsuit. I have been helping my
kids by supporting them over
the past few months because
their emotional loss has taken
them out of commission for a
while. I have contributed tens
of thousands of dollars toward
their home, as well as helped
out with rent and living expens-
es.

My girlfriend, who I have
lived with for many years, has
now gone ballistic, screaming
at me for spending what should
be “our future retirement
money” on them. She con-
demns me for supporting them,
not making them “make it on
their own” and “How dare I
think of them and not ‘us.”” She
and my kids have never gotten
along. She has always been
resentful and angry about any
attention I give them and has
accused me of “spoiling” them
when I have helped in the past.

New board members elected

SAVE $350

Dad’s generosity
upsets girliriend

I am furious that my girl-
friend, who has never had chil-
dren, can’t understand my
desire to help. I feel it’'s my
moral obligation as their dad to
be there for them, and I'm for-
tunate that I can do it. Isn’t it
the right thing to do as a parent
to help as much as possible? Is
my girlfriend out of line? This
has damaged our relationship,
and I'm concerned it may be
completely off the rails. —
GOOD GUY IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR GOOD GUY: I don’t
know the intimate details of
your financial situation, the
relationship you have with
your companion or to what
degree your generosity may
impact your future. Of
course it’s natural for loving
parents to want to help their
children. But tens of thou-
sands of dollars is a lot of
money. Because of the emo-
tions involved, the logical
choice for advice on this sub-
ject would be your CPA and
your attorney.

when you transform

Jay County Civic Theatre elected
two board members during its
annual meeting June 21.

Re-elected to the civic theatre
board of directors without opposi-
tion were Ray Cooney for a third
three-year term and Lee Osteen for
a third three-year term.

Other board members are Reid
Knuth, Greg Rittenhouse, Casi Den-
ney, Sarah Lingo, Katie Loy and
Rachel Tebbe.

Jay County Civic Theatre junior
ambassadors for 2025-26 will be Ali-
son McGraw, Ella Littler, Leah Wue-
bker, Jacob Kellogg and Lilly Son-
ner.

The JCCT membership also

the organization’s bylaws and
accepted volunteers for its various
committees.

Board president Cooney provided
a review of the organization’s 2024-
25 season, which included produc-
tions of “The Play That Goes
Wrong,” “The Sound of Music,”
“Everyone Gets Abducted by
Aliens” and “Freaky Friday.”

Also at the meeting, the board
announced its scholarship winners
for 2025. Gabe Pinkerton received
the Tom Casey Memorial Scholar-
ship. Inara Sanderson and Jackson
Sonner each received a Heather
McLaughlin Memorial Scholarship.
Inara Sanderson, Jackson Sonner,

Millspaugh each received a Jay
County Civic Theatre Merit Schol-
arship. All scholarships are for
$250.

Upcoming Jay County Civic The-
atre activities will include:

«Participating in the Jay County
4th of July parade

*Working at the gates during the
Jay County Fair

«Auditions for “Annie” on Aug. 4
and 5 at Arts Place

The next Jay County Civic The-
atre show will be “Legally Blonde”
on Sept. 25, 26, 27 and 28.

The next Jay County Civic The-
atre regular board meeting will be
at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 9, in

unanimously approved updates to

Maddy  Snow

and  Aubrey

Community Calendar

the board room at Arts Place.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.

mit an item, email Come early for a meal. For
news@thecr.com. more information, call
(260) 766-2006.
Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY- Monday

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30

PORTLAND BREAK-
FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

Sudoku

Level: Advanced
Friday’s Solution

8(2(9]11(5(6]14(7]3
The objective is to fill a 4116132718915
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row,and | 3]15]718[4(9]6]2]1
each of the nine threeby- 213 |[517|9|8l1|6]4
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains 7]9(8)4[6[1]3]5]2
the digits from 1 to Qonly J1|6[4§5(3]|2]7(8]9
one time each. al7l216l1|315[4]8
614(3]9|8(|5]2]|1|7
5(8(112[7(4]19(3|6

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday

COMPASSIONATE
CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient = Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance
C, 510 W. Votaw St., Port-
land.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for

substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 am. in
the east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

your patio into an outdoor oasis.

SunSaten

America’s #1 Awning

® |nstant shade—at the
touch of a button.

® Enjoy more quality time
with family and friends.

® Upto 10-Year
Limited Warranty.

Call 1-855-801-2797 now to
SAVE $350 TODAY!

America’s #1 Awning!

PART-TIME

PORTL

Inserter

Hours vary each week

Apply at

The Graphic Printing Company « The Commercial Review

309 West Main Street « Portland, IN 47371
Office Hours: 10 am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Friday

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE.
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Opportunity
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Jay County Drug Prevention Coalition Sponsors:

GONSGI0US DISGIPLINE

Transform your approach to discip/ine. Lear to understand ihe deeper messages behind behavior, implement practical and
eflective techniques, and strengthen refationships while fostering sell-regulation in children. Gain confidence in managing challenges

Wednesday
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FREE GIVEAWAYS
& DOOR

Portland, IN

Register at:

July 30, 2025
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

The Rock Church
1605 N Meridian St.

Jenny Spencer, MA
Certified Instructor

-l while prioritizing your own well-being! -
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Trump’s chest-puffing U.S.

Page 4

Funding, military priorities

The Herald Bulletin crisis that could be blamed on a destructive, sweeping care-

(Anderson)
Tribune News Service

The Trump administration’s
reckless actions to reduce the
cost of government may reach
a new low if he follows
through on the goal of phasing
out the Federal Emergency
Management Agency after hur-
ricane season.

FEMA provides aid to people
in areas ravaged by natural
disaster, but Trump seems to
think that’s not important.

He’d rather spend an esti-
mated $134 million deploying
National Guard troops and U.S.

Hoosier
Editorial

Marines to Los Angeles to
“help” local police contain
protests against his adminis-
tration’s deportation of immi-
grants.

That’s $134 million flushed
down the drain; local police
didn’t need any help. Trump
was merely trying to create a

critics of his immigration poli-
cy. In doing so, he’s on a dan-
gerous path toward pitting the
military against U.S. residents
who are exercising the basic
American right of public

protest.

The contrast between
Trump’s austerity measures to
decimate FEMA and his

deployment of troops to Cali-
fornia lies at the dark intersec-
tion of misplaced priorities —
his headlong rush to deport
immigrants and his ham-hand-
ed cuts to federal agencies.
Both have been executed with

lessness and lack of foresight.

Part of the problem is that his
spending priorities are all out
of whack, with the funding rug
being pulled out from under fed-
eral services that provide aid in
thousands of important ways to
Americans and our country’s
allies. Meanwhile, he’s spending
hundreds of millions needlessly
flexing the U.S.’s military mus-
cles, seemingly to goad protest-
ers into a fight.

The unneeded and danger-
ous National Guard and
Marines deployment to Los
Angeles cost $134 million and

Army parade in Washington,
D.C., cost an estimated $45 mil-
lion.

But that’s small potatoes, com-
pared to the cost of slashing
FEMA to ribbons: $30 billion.

Trump’s answer: Let the
states deal with their own disas-
ters.

What he misses is that taxpay-
ers will pay for it one way or the
other, whether it’s a federal
service or a state responsibility.

Meanwhile, Americans are
paying through the nose for his
ill-advised military deployment
in California.

Rubio is best
hope with Iran

By MARY ANNA
MANCUSO

Miami Herald
Tribune News Service

On Saturday night, as
news unfolded of the
strikes on Iran, I began
thinking about my genera-
tion’s experience with
war. I had friends who
served in both Irag and
Afghanistan, and
although they came home,
thousands did not. Like
many, I am praying today’s
leaders have learned the
lessons where previous
generations fell short.

Three years after
America went to war
with Iraq, I began gradu-
ate school studying Mid-
dle Eastern politics and
working as research
assistant on a faculty
book on the Iraqg war — a
conflict that left an indeli-
ble mark on American
foreign policy and a gen-
eration of Americans,
including me.

America is engaging
militarily in the Middle
East again. But unlike in
2003, this moment is
being shaped by Genera-
tion X. And Gen X
remembers how the Iraq
War damaged America’s
credibility abroad and
trust at home.

Americans are wary of
being pulled into another
war in the Middle East. A
YouGov poll this month
shows only 16% of Amer-
icans support U.S. mili-
tary involvement in the
conflict between Israel
and Iran. Yet a Harris-
Harvard poll a week or so
earlier found 85% of
Americans don’t want
Iran to get or develop a
nuclear weapon. Ameri-
cans want Iran’s nuclear
capabilities eliminated,
but not if it means anoth-
er costly, drawn-out war
like Iraq.

There’s only one voice
in the president’s ear
right now with a genera-
tional perspective that
could steady an impulsive
administration: Secre-
tary of State and acting
National Security Advi-
sor Marco Rubio, a for-
mer U.S. senator from
Florida.

Rubio is a traditional
foreign policy realist, a
classical  conservative
surrounded by other
advisors who range from
isolationist to those skep-
tical of military interven-
tion. His worldview was
not shaped by Vietnam,
like former Secretary of
State Colin Powell’s, but
by the failures of Iraq.
And that matters.

Rubio has seen the cost
of open-ended military
endeavors in the Middle
East and the difference
between swift action with
clear objectives and a

mission creep that turned
Operation Enduring
Freedom in Afghanistan
into America’s longest
conflict.

The generational con-
trast is real. When Powell
addressed the United
Nations Security Coun-
cil in February 2003, he
made the case for the
U.S. invasion of Iraq
based on what turned out
to be bad intelligence. A
month later, we invaded
Iraq, without an exit
strategy and a lack of cul-
tural understanding —
believing we could instill
democracy in a country
through force. In the end,
the result was thousands
of American lives lost,
trillions of dollars spent
and extremist organiza-
tions filling the power
vacuum throughout the
region.

Saturday’s actions
were  different. U.S.
troops weren’t deployed,
and the objective was
clear: neutralize Iran’s
nuclear capabilities, not
overthrow the govern-
ment. On CBS News’ Face
the Nation on
Sunday, Rubio said, “We
have achieved our objec-
tives. We're ready to
negotiate this in a peace-
ful, diplomatic way.” His
comments signal a nar-
row focus that was large-
ly absent when we invad-
ed Iraq in 2003.

The real test is how
America — and Rubio —
handles what comes next.
Can Rubio limit mission
creep? And will he know
when the mission is
accomplished?

There are two impor-
tant points that will help
give Rubio room to act
with restraint: There’s no
talk of putting troops on
the ground so far. And
Rubio knows there is an
America First isolation-
ism element rising in
the GOP.

We can’t let the night-
mares of Iraq paralyze us
when action is necessary.
Americans are under-
standably anxious. But
this time, we have a
chance to do things dif-
ferently — and better. If
Rubio can guide the
administration with
moral clarity and princi-
pled diplomacy, history
will remember him not
only as the first Gen X
secretary of state, but
also as the one who got it
right when it mattered.
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Stop trying to silence people

By JOHN KRULL

TheStatehouseFile.com

Let people speak.

I'll say that again.

Let.

People.

Speak.

Close to home and across the
nation, we’re now seeing bad situa-
tions made much worse by public
officials’ attempts to deny people
who have legitimate concerns the
opportunity to voice those concerns.

In Indianapolis, Mayor Joe
Hogsett and the City-County Coun-
cil have managed to escalate what
was an ugly situation into a crisis,
one that threatens to undermine the
capital city’s government and
destroy once-promising political
careers.

The ugliness springs from accusa-
tions of sexual harassment within
the Hogsett administration. At least
three women have accused the
mayor’s former chief of staff,
Thomas Cook, of sexual harass-
ment.

An outside investigation of
Hogsett’s handling of the matter
found it to be, at best, lethargic and,
at worst, tolerant and indulgent.

None of this was or is good, but
the situation wasn’t out of control
until a council meeting in which one
of Cook’s accusers—former staffer
Lauren Roberts—stood up to speak.

Council President Vop Osili
repeatedly interrupted her, saying
she wasn’t confining her remarks to
the question at hand—which was
whether the council should accept
the outside report and authorize
payment for it.

Quickly, a brush fire became a rag-
ing conflagration. Sheriff’s deputies
pushed, shoved and otherwise man-
handled Roberts and her allies out
of the meeting.

All the while, Roberts demanded
that the deputies not touch her. One
of her female supporters shouted at
a deputy trying to shove her back up
an aisle, “Get your hands off my
breasts!”

Not a great night for democracy.

John
Krull

The response to the disaster was
immediate and intense.

The isolated calls for Hogsett to
resign as mayor became a chorus,
even among Democrats. And many
voices also called for Osili and other
Democratic council leaders to
depart, too.

All because they wouldn'’t let peo-
ple speak.

Indianapolis, though, wasn’t alone
in engaging in such foolish and self-
destructive repression.

When U.S. Sen. Alex Padilla, D-Cal-
ifornia, tried to ask U.S. Secretary of
Homeland Security Kristi Noem
some questions about President Don-
ald Trump’s decision to send troops
to Los Angeles—most likely, illegal-
ly—to deal with protests there.

Padilla found himself thrown to
the ground and handcuffed.

Padilla’s detention, sadly, was part
of a pattern. Noem and other mem-
bers of the Trump administration
have reacted to any attempts to ques-
tion or criticize their often-extrale-
gal attempts to deport undocument-
ed immigrants or suppress dissent
by slapping handcuffs on their crit-
ics.

The result has been a flood of
expensive and avoidable lawsuits. In
the Padilla case, for example, the tax-
payers likely will pay both the sena-
tor’s and the Trump administra-
tion’s attorney fees.

Worse, these ham-handed attempts
at repression have further divided an
America that already was fraying at
the seams.

Record numbers of Americans
stormed out to demonstrate against
the Trump administration during
the “No Kings” protests. Streets,
even in red states, swelled with

Americans marching in opposition
to this president.

Again, because he doesn’t want to
let people speak.

I've got to admit I do not under-
stand this determination to shut peo-
ple down, particularly in these cir-
cumstances.

The Democrats in Indianapolis had
all the votes they needed to do what-
ever they wanted with the sexual
harassment report.

Letting Roberts speak her mind
might have created a few uncomfort-
able moments at the meeting and a
day’s worth of unflattering news sto-
ries, but both would have faded fast in
a world that seems constantly to be on
the edge of blowing up.

Frog marching her and her sup-
porters out of the meeting, on the
other hand, guaranteed that neither
she nor the story would go away.

The same goes for Trump.

The Republicans in the U.S. Senate
and the U.S. House of Representatives
have made desperately and depress-
ingly clear their desire to perform
tricks for this president as if they
were pet poodles. The courts also
have been cautious about confronting
him.

If he has all the votes he needs in
Congress and a docile judicial
branch, he shouldn’t worry about
anyone asking questions.

In both Indianapolis and across
America, trying to shut people up
isn’t just anti-democratic.

It’s dumb.

So why, then, the attempts to
squelch speech in Indy and else-
where?

Well, maybe, just maybe, the folks
in power are afraid that the folks ask-
ing the questions could have a point.

Again, let people speak.

Let.

People.

Speak.

Krull is director of Franklin Col-
lege’s Pulliam School of Journalism
and publisher of TheStatehouse-
File.com, a news website powered by
Franklin College journalism stu-
dents.
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DCS undergoes reorganization

Department

eliminating

three layers
of management

By NIKI KELLY

Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

As many as 40 employees of
the Indiana Department of
Child Services could lose their
jobs under a reorganization
eliminating three layers of
management, which agency
leaders said would improve
communication and decision-
making.

The agency protecting
Hoosier children from abuse
and neglect announced the
changes Friday. They go into
effect July 1.

DCS Director Adam Krupp
said the layoffs won’t put chil-
dren at risk because “these are
not the folks on the front line.”

Instead, the employees are
part of middle and upper man-
agement that Krupp is reduc-
ing so that family case man-
agers have a more direct line to
authority. Between 16 and 40
employees could be laid off,
depending on if some accept
new lower-paying positions.

“This is going to reduce the
opportunity for communica-
tion breakdowns and it’s going
to reduce the delay in decision-
making,” he said. “I very much
believe this will improve our
outcomes in terms of focusing
on child safety and working
closely with families, whether
it be on the prevention side or
the intervention side.”

The behemoth agency has
more than 4,040 employees,
with almost 1,800 family case
managers who handle daily
interactions with children and
families.

“All Hoosier children
deserve a safe place to lay their
head at night, and our most
vulnerable kids often need an
extra layer of security. Things

Training will be provided.

INDIANA

DEPARTMENT OF

Indiana Capital Chronicle/Whitney Downard

The Indiana Department of Child Services is eliminating three layers of management under a reorganization plan.
As many as 40 employees could be cut from the department’s staff.

are not working as well as they
should at DCS, but we are
going to change that,” said
Gov. Mike Braun. “With this
entrepreneurial plan, we will
remove layers of inefficient
middle management and
bureaucracy and instead redi-
rect resources to frontline
services like foster care and
family case workers to keep
kids safe.”

It is estimated the state could
save between $4 million and $8
million from restructuring -
dubbed Project Awaken — but
that money could also be redi-
rected to child safety efforts.

Krupp talked with the ICC
and went through the nine lay-
ers of employees currently in
the agency, from him all the
way down to family case man-

agers. The reorganization will
eliminate a level of assistant
deputy directors and several
others.

The state will also move from
18 different regions — each
with its own manager — to
five. The agency said it looked
at caseloads, square mileage
and staff to help determine the
regions, generally aligning
with a central region and four
quadrants.

He noted that these regions
had slowly developed their
own microcultures, or 18 dif-
ferent ways of doing things.
The streamlining will result in
more consistent policies.

“Executive management,
right now, we are too far
removed from a family case
manager, and that’s not

Thig position i 32+ houre a week
plug benefits.

because of geographical dis-
tance. That’s simply because
of all the layers of communica-
tion, information flow and
decision-making,” Krupp said.

He added the state will con-
tinue to hire family case man-
agers, noting it’s a constant
cycle of turnover and training.

“It never really stops,”
Krupp said.

He said currently the agency
needs between 175 and 195
more family case managers to
meet statutory caseload ratios.
DCS has long struggled with
retention due to the stress of
the job and the three months
needed for training.

There was a brief move dur-
ing the General Assembly ses-
sion to eliminate those case-
load rules, but Krupp said that

is not a priority. He said law-
makers considered giving the
agency more flexibility.

As part of the restructuring,
the legal division will also be
aligned under the new regions
and work more as a co-leader
with regional directors. Finan-
cial and budgeting efforts have
been centralized so that there
is more visibility into day-to-
day spending. DCS has regular-
ly overspent its appropriation
in the state budget.

Krupp added that work
toward reorganization started
during the transition period
after the November election.
The agency in May announced
new mission, vision and pur-
pose statements and this is the
second phase of reorganiza-
tion.

Apply by
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6-28 CRYPTOQUIP

QXDV FNADPNOZ LXNFD QXBLX

XNTD ZNJ AJFU XBU C KNNT

PCTT BVUN, B'0O FCZ UXDZ

KBLRDO ZNJG KNLRDU.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT WOULD BE A
SUITABLE GENRE NAME FOR SONGS ABOUT THE
EIGHTH PLANET FROM THE SUN? NEP-TUNES.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals H

Trivial Review

(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

Classic questions

1) What composer’s son served as a
harpsichorist for Prussia’s King Frederick II?

2) What Norse god is element No. 90
on the periodic table named after?

loy] (¢
yoeg uenseqas uueyor (T

Solve the code to discover words related to roller coasters.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint:1=E)

something pertaining to roller coasters.

Rearrange the letters to spell

LPSOO

sdoo7 Jamsuy

A. 18 24 1 1 22

6-30 CRYPTOQUIP

“NCNHPC NSQCCS”™ NKBO

HEKAS H RCE-LKKSCJ NRMPPCQ
RIK YMWCN SK LMYXI SIMBON:

“QKEECQ JAXWMC.”

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN SOMEBODY
CHOSE WHICH HOLE YOU MUST HIT A POOL
BALL INTO, I'D SAY THEY PICKED YOUR POCKET.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals S

What's the Difference?

Find the four differences between the two pictures.

THIS
DAY IN
HISTORY

7
1848: A photograph
of the June Days
uprising becomes the
first known

(

B. 2 1 14 25 2 26
26 6 11 3 23 18

D. 11 4 9 18 1 4 1 5 26
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GUESS WHO ?

I am a singer and actress born in Florida
on June 26,1893. | began my career as a
soloist with various symphonies. | made
my Broadway debut at the age of 13. After
doing some Nickelodeon shows, | released
my debut album in 2013. Recently, |
appeared as a “good” witch on the big

screen.
BPUDIO DUDHY JOMSUY

rcsHHXIMNUU-ESPZ20CTUTOTE-=E
AXITITAEMIMNMOUEIONZ>PP=Z20rMo
OMN=-IMOZ>>IIMETOO0OWNOITIOTER=ZC
-—m=-CMCUVEO0OXOoOINC-OOr<=m
TANAXAEZEMZUOAMNAETV=ZCEZTCITO
5 Mo=-PO00M Y EZ2=2Nno0VOoOIrnnNnIT<
P XrEnCcoomM-COOINE<Zr-am>s»=
AEOoOTOMUNIPGPIO~ITHFNMI>POTNIEID

AMaaHOZ2r4{-xXHUrZ2rx3cxXxcw

F WMEB
A H F L
B V F R
E R S B
AR B O
0 UND
"R E L
R P M K
¢ § E K
AI WO
0 L S A
L-C N R
E K UL
I CHR
F 0 L U
T AOE
0 S 0 H
AT PD
@ & 5P
K R K C

tallv diego

DIPS AND FLIPS WORD @ARCH

G W F UWU
0 0O R L E
F I CH K
P NN L W
L ® E R L
AP ETK
R @ L L C
W UuUD VR
A°R B KN
B UTIBN
R M I UD
N B D H S
E'E B Y N
N VD F V
VM N OWP
M ENTIO
N NS G K
N E C S A
N F ALT
A B LEWM

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
ACROSS 40 Science DOWN 18 Head

1 Ninnies room 1 Noah's of st.

6 Some- 42 No landfall 21 Talk
thing not neatnik 2 Block nonstop
to be 43 Aachen 3 Harden 23 Legend-
missed article 4 Alike ary TV

11 “Wednes- 44 Bridal (Fr.) host
day” path 5 Bob of Philbin
actress 46 Outer “Full 25 Angle
Jenna (Pref.) House” (Abbr.)

12 Scan 47 Luanda’s 6 The A" of 27 Young
again land ETA bloke

14 Brand of 49 Pippi 7 Vege- 29 Brave
washers Long- tarian’s 31 Speed

15 Mexican stocking no-no reader?
farm creator 8 Samovar 32 Made

16 Branch Lindgren 9 Economic level
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19 Up to wich Gauguin short

20 Locks 52 Author painted story

22 “Mazel Gordimer 11 Nebraska 34 Vegas
— 53 Believer city opener

23 Campus ofasort 13“La— 36 Reli-
mil. group 54 Platters Vita” gious

24 Enjoyed leader
im- Solution time: 26 mins. 37 Poisons
mensely = 38 Home

26 Rhoda’s £ 41 Needing
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28 Calendar NI 44 “Pale”
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pack Morales

31 Quster 48 Kimono

35 Formal sash
decrees 50 Super
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Burj Khalifa is the
tallest skyscraper in

representation of
photojournalism.

1947: “The Diary of
a Young Girl" is
published.

1997: The National
Hockey League
approves expansion
franchises for four
citles.
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a building with
occupied floors
more than 75 feet
above street level

;
Wil

Chicago’s Home Insurance
Building is widely considered
the world's first skyscraper.
Skyscrapers enable

more offices or homes

to be built in urban

A
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the world. It is 2,722
feet tall and can be
WORDS found in this country.
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Sherlock Holmes

West dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
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The bidding:
‘West North  East South
14 Pass 1% 5
Opening lead — king of hearts.
“Your recent behavior has been
quite astonishing, Holmes. For one
who prides himsell’ on being pains-
takingly careful, vou have been
remarkably careless of late.”
“Watson, my dear fellow,” the
great detective replied, “what on
earth are you talking about?”
“Your alarmingly casual manner
at bridge last night. In particular,
that five-club hand where West led
the K-A and another hearl, which
you ruffed. All that remained was
to resolve how to play the trump
suil, but instead you lddled around
with the diamonds and spades.”
“It was all quitc necessary.”
Holmes countered. “In order to
play my trumps properly, T had to

obtain a count of the other suits.
Of course, I already knew how the
spades were distributed.”

“Spades? But Holmes, the oppo-
nents had bid diamonds and hearts,
not spades.”

“Come now, Watson, surely you
remember the case of the dog that
did not bark in the night. Spades
were not mentioned by either oppo-
nent, so that suit had to be divided
4-4. And while East had to have
four hearts for his bid. the diamond
distribution was uncertain. In order
to learn how many West had, T led
a diamond to the ace, ruffed a dia-
mond, led a spade to the king and
ruffed another diamond, When
East showed out, 1 knew West had
started with precisely [ive dia-
monds, [our spades, three hearts
and hence one club.”

“But West’s singleton club could
have been the queen,” Watson pro-
tested. “He had, after all, opened
the bidding.”

“The singleton queen was not very
likely. East needed six points for his
heart response, and these were
known not to include the A-K of
hearts or the king of diamonds.
And if East had the Q-J of spades,
this would meuan that West had
opened with 12 points, two of
which would be a singleton queen
— surely unlikely. So, when Tled a
spade o the ace and took the club
finesse, it was almost certain to suc-
ceed. Indeed, it was all quite ele-
mentary, my dear Watson.”

2025 King Features Syndicate Ing.

Contract
Bridge

& By Steve Becker

Famous Hand

North dealer.
Both sides vulnerable,

NORTH
&102
vQ64
¢K 10
H#A06432
WEST EAST
4J8764 453
YKI107 ¥v852
4953 +QJ862
&5 018
SOUTH
aAKQ9
YAOQ3
¢AT4
S®K 107
The bidding:
North  East South  West
Pass Pass 1 Pass
2 Pass (X J

Opening lead — three of diamonds.
This deal occurred in the match
between Australia and the United
States in the 1968 World Bridge
Olympiad. When Dick Cummings
and Tim Seres were North-South
for Australia, they got to six clubs
as shown. In their methods, Cum-
mings’ two-club bid was construc-
tive and showed about the same
strength as a raise to three clubs
would in many other systems.
Despite his three-card trump
holding, Seres leaped directly to

six, which proved to be an excellent
contract even though the 3-1 trump
break meant that South had only
11 ready-made winners.

Had the American West led either
a spade or a heart. he would have
handed declarer his 12th trick.
West’s diamond lead, though, gave
nothing away. Seres won with the
ace and cashed the K-A of trump.
When West showed out, Seres
played a third trump to pave the
way for a possible squeeze.

East won and shifted to a heart.
Seres rose with the ace, crossed to
the king of diamonds and played
two more rounds of trump, pro-
ducing this position:

North
& 102
vQ6
&4
West East
AJ876 a5
YK ¥es
+038
South
AAKQY
+*7
Seres now led dummy’s last

trump, discarding a diamond, and
West had no answer. He elected to
discard a spade, and Seres then
scored the last four tricks with the
A-K-Q-9 of spades.

Tomorrow: Shades of Robert Burns.
22025 King Features Syndicate Tne,

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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Maybe it’s a chuckle from
reading a vintage Peanuts
& | cartoon. Maybe it’s a column
C«-/ by a member of The CR staff.
But we try to keep our sense

of humor.
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00 CLASSIFIED ADS 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE
CLASSIFIED ADS PUBLIC AUCTION PUBLIC AUCTION PAPER END ROLLS
260-726-8141 Located: 3563 E 600 N, SATURDAY JUNE 28th, FOR SALE Various sizes
ADVERTISING RATES Bryant IN 2025 and prices. Call The
20 Word Minimum Saturday Morning TIME 9:00 A.M. Commercial Review at
Effective 07/01/2018: JUNE 28th, 2025 LOCATED: 346 E 400  260-726-8141 for more
Minimum charge.... 9:30 A.M. N, Portland, IN information.
$12.40 GUNS AND AMMO TRACTOR - EQUIP-
1 insertion......... 62¢/ (4) Stack On gun safes; MENT - GUNS A;:ISJI\):I:ISBIUI(\)II(;I;IPE(I:EI;I'S
word Ranger Model 34 - 22 Ford Jubilee Tractor. 3pt  ~1aan and’-shiny on (;ne
2 insertions....... 81¢/ cal bolt action rifle; Sav- 5’ Box Blade. 5’ King side..35 cents each or
word age Model 220 - 410 Cutter 3pt Rotary four f&)r $1.40, plus tax
3 insertions....... 96¢/ single shot; ARMI Mower. 3pt Post Hole The Cdmrﬁeroial '
word JAGER Model 8P874 - Auger. 6’ x 10’ Single Review. 309 W Main
6 insertions.... $1.14/ 22 cal semi-auto rifle; ; Axle Utility Trailer w/ Portland’260-726-814’1
word Bowlan & Brenner muz-  Winch. Craftsman Roll- '
12 insertions. $1.52/ zle shotgun; Remington away Tool Boxes. 790 FARMERS COL-
word Model 788 - .308 cal bolt Craftsman 20 Gallon Air UMN
26 insertions. $1.77/ action rifle with scope; Compressor. 107 Table
word Remington 870 Wing- Saw. Insulated Dog AG RENTAL Spreaders:
Includes master TB 12 ga pump Houses. Winchester BBI, Artsway Vertical.

Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

50 RUMMAGE SALES

TOOL SALE Saturday
June 28th, 2025 8a-12p.
Located: 270 N. Parker
Ave. Albany, IN 47320.
Craftsman Lawn Mower,
12 1/2 Thickness Planer
Delta, Larson New Storm

Door, Troy Bilt Roto
Tiller, Troy Bilt Snow
Blower, Stihl Weed

Eater, Saws of all kinds,
Lumber, All kinds of
tools. Cash only. All sales
final.

shotgun; Auto Ordnance
Model 1911 A1 US Army
45 acp semi-auto pistol;
Barnett Crossbow with
scope; Recruit Recorve
crossbow with scope;
AMMO: 20 gauge & 16
gauge slugs; 20 gauge
& 12 gauge shot gun
shells; 410 shot gun
shells; 243 Remington;
Black Powder and other
ammo not listed.
INDIAN ARTIFACTS
Over 100 lots of artifacts
to include Arrowheads of
various sizes, Birdstone,
Megalodon Teeth, Pes-
tle, Pendants, Horn
Stone Blade, Deflower-
ing Tool, Spearheads,
Butterfly Banner Stone,
Gorgets, Drillheads,
Pipe Ends, Hafted Stone
Blades, Axes, Scapers,
and various Indian
Stones. ARTIFACTS
WILL BE SOLD BOTH
LIVE AND ON LINE
USING HI BID.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Artifacts will be sold
beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Guns will start selling at
approximately 12:30
p.m. Guns will not be
on site until day of auc-
tion. Hand guns will be
registered thru local FFL
dealer. For more infor-
mation contact
LOY REAL ESTATE &
AUCTION
at (260) 726-2700.
JON SMITH,
DECEASED
Loy Auction
AC#31600027 Auction-
eers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069
Eric Robbins
AU2014000129

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquE,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

Wendel's

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning
Von Schrader Dry

For Quick Drying,
. Residential &

. W .
Green Seal® Commercial

Approved

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
Cell 260-729-2797

Auts Sales & Sevice. Tue.

Highway 67 W,
Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735
BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 925 West Race
Street, Portland IN
FRIDAY AFTERNOON,
JULY 11TH, 2025
5:30 P.M.

REAL ESTATE
Single story home with
approximately 1036
square feet of living
space situated on a 52’
x 136’ lot. Home fea-
tures include 2 bed-
rooms and 1 bathroom.
A new water heater was
installed recently.
Property also offers a
12’ x 14’ deck and a
detached garage with
approximately 720
square feet. This prop-
erty will make a great
starter home or rental
investment property.
Terms of Sale: 10%
nonrefundable deposit
day of auction and bal-
ance at closing. Clos-
ing to be no later than
45 days from date of
auction. Buyer to
assume taxes due and
payable in May 2026
and thereafter.
expense. Sale of Real
Estate is subject to
approval of the Jay Cir-
cuit Court. For more
information or private
showing contact GARY
LOY, Auctioneer and
(260) 726-5160 or KIM
LQOY, Real Estate Broker
at (260) 726-2700.
PERSONAL PROPER-
TY INCLUDING A 2002
GEO TRACKER WILL
BE SOLD IMMEDIATE-
LY AFTER THE REAL
ESTATE.
SONJA YOHE ESTATE
BY AMBER WANKEN,
PERSONAL REP
JOHN LARUE - ESTATE
ATTORNEY
Loy Auction
AC#31600027 Auction-
eers
Gary Loy AU01031608

Bricker s [Flowers
&' W agrre

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

Model 1200 12 Gauge
Pump. Ruger .22 Cal
Single 6 Revolver.
Thompson 45 and 50
Cal Muzzle Loaders. (2)
Muzzle Loader Barrels.
Compound Bows and
Arrows. Clay Targets
and Thrower.
ANTIQUES - MISC
2 and 3 Gallon Crock
Butter Churns. Horse
Shoes. RR Anvil. Stop-
light. Coca Cola Chest
Cooler. Coca Cola Car-
rying Cooler. Bronze
Horse Figure. Cross Cut
Saw. Miniature Tricycle
and Child’s Wagon. Old
Kitchen Cabinets.3
Cushion Sofa w/ Match-
ing Love Seat. Over-
sized Recliner. Rocker
Recliner. 2 Person Bicy-
cle and Other Bicycles.
OWNER: Charles
Anderson Estate by Dar-
lene Anderson
Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling.  260-849-
2489.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The

Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

NOTICE OF UNSUPER-
VISED ADMINISTRATION
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT
COURT
OF JAY COUNTY, INDIANA
DOCKET NO.
38C01-2506-EU-000018
Notice is hereby given that
LOU ANN ZIMMERMAN was
on the 10 day of June, 2025, ap-
pointed personal representa-
tive of the estate of ROBERT
N. GORDON, deceased, who
died on the 2nd day of June,
2025, and was authorized to
administer his estate without

Court supervision.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file those
claims in the office of the
Clerk of the Adams Circuit
Court within three (3) months
after the date of the first pub-
lication of this notice, or
within nine (9) months after
the decedent's death,
whichever is earlier, or those
claims will be forever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana,
this 11 day of June, 2025.
Melissa Elliott
Clerk, Jay Circuit Court
Matthew P. Hayes
Attorney for
Personal Representative
Attorney No. 32002-02
Gordon, Adler, Hayes &
Washburn, PC
119 East Oak Forest Drive
Bluffton, IN 46714
(260) 824-9377

CR 6-28,7-5-2025-HSPAXLP

EES
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,

Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

New Holland 228 skid
loaders  w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing,  ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major

highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead

cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
WWW.Ssycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:
IN THE JAY
CIRCUIT COURT
2025 TERM
In the Matter of the
Supervised Administration
of the Estate of:
Bret Masters
No. 38C01-2506-ES-000005
NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that
Shirley Masters was, on the
20th day of June 2025, ap-
pointed Personal Representa-
tive of the estate of Bret
Masters deceased, who died
on May 5, 2025.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the
claim in the office of the Clerk
of this Court within three (3)
months from the date of the
first publication of this notice,
or within nine (9) months after
the decedent’s death,
whichever is earlier, or the
claims will be forever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana,
this 24th day of June, 2025.
HINKLE, RACSTER,
SCHEMENAUR
& LANDERS
121 W. High Street
Portland, IN 47371
Attorney
Melissa Elliott
Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana
CR 6-28,7-5-2025-HSPAXLP

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery
Comments or Problems?
Call our Circulation
Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday: 6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St., Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Circulation Department Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

SUBSCRIBE TO
THE
COMMERCIAL

REVIEW

up to

49% off

Newsstand prices
Subscribe at

thecr.com

or call 260-726-8141

In order for your
advertisement to
appear in the next
day’s paper, or for
a correction or
stop order to be
made
for an ad already
appearing,
we must receive
the ad, correction
or
cancellation before
12:00 pm

Tuesday-Friday.

Deadline for
Tuesday is
12:00 pm on

Friday.

The
Commercial
Review
309 W. Main

Portland, Indiana

260-726-8141

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD
in
The Commercial Review

726-8141

OR GO ONLINE

www.thecr.com

GET IT IN THE CLASSIFIEDS
You never know what you might find
in
The Commercial Review
Classifieds.

From a new car to a new home, to
a new job,
the Classifieds deliver!

Go to thecr.com or call

260-726-8141
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Varsity ...

Continued from page 10

On May 17, the Buck-
eyes’ first varsity 8 boat
finished third in the open-
ing heat with a time of 6
minutes, 39.497 seconds, to
place third in the heat and
qualify for the grand final
on Sunday. (The top six
teams competed in the
grand final, while the
other six schools were in
the petite final.)

The Ohio State boat
couldn’t climb up any
seeds as it finished sixth
with a time of 6:21.123.

“During the race, most
rowers say they black
out,” Guggenbiller said.
“Racing as a walk-on next
to gold-medalist
Olympians really put me
in a stage of indescribable
fight or flight. But because
of these test pieces we did
I feel like I was prepared.
... So, I told myself that

‘Being the only walk-on on (the Big Ten
All-Freshman Team) represents a belief in my abilities.
The conference’s coache believe in me
at a level I didn’t even know possible yeit.

I've just entered this rowing community and to be

recognized at this level has overwhelmed me with gratitude.’
—Paige Guggenbiller, Ohio State walk-on and FRHS alum

everythingI had to do to be
successful in this race was
everything I had already
done, and that's what
helped calm these nerves.”
The Buckeyes finished
fifth overall with 135
points, while Washington,
a newcomer after confer-
ence realignment, claimed
the Big Ten title with 264.
Thanks to her perform-
ance in the conference

Sports on tap

championship races,
Guggenbiller was one of
nine athletes to make the
Big Ten All-Freshman
team. While not listed,
Guggenbiller is likely the
only walk-on to have
received the honor this
season as the recognition
typically goes to rowers
with more experience.
“Looking at the list, all
of these girls are either

international rowers,
meaning they’ve rowed for
their home country before-
hand, or have rowed for
clubs in (the United
States),” Guggenbiller
said. “Being the only walk-
on on that list represents a
belief in my abilities. The
conference’s coaches
believe in me at a level I
didn’t even know possible
yet. I've just entered this

rowing community and to
be recognized at this level
has overwhelmed me with
gratitude.”

While spots in the varsi-
ty boats will continue to
remain competitive,
Guggenbiller’s success as
a freshman is promising
for the Buckeyes’ future as
she and Lilly Leopard
(another walk-on who
made the first varsity 4

boat) will look to help Ohio
State get back to winning
conference titles.

“Paige and her team-
mate Lilly both started
with no experience at all
and they are, I think, the
third and fourth fastest
people on the team and
that’s unheard of,” Gack-
owski said. “From my per-
spective, I'm really excited
to work with them again
and I'm really excited to
keep building on what
they learned this year
because the youth there is
amazing.

“As we move into next
year, I'm really excited for
those two to be leaders for
our freshmen and really
set the tone because we
want people like that to
drive the culture of the
team forward and help us
win a Big Ten champi-
onship in the future.”

Local schedule
Today

TV schedule

Today

3:30 p.m. — LIV Golf Dallas (FOX)
4:05 p.m. — MLB: Seattle Mariners at Texas

Rangers (FS1)

Miami (TNT)

(CBS)

1 p.m. — BIG3: LA Riot at Houston Rig Hands

Monday

6 a.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon (ESPN)
7:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati

Reds at

Portland Rockets doubleheader vs. South
Bend Royals at Bethel University - 1 p.m.

Sunday
Portland Rockets doubleheader vs. Syracuse
Outlaws at Bethel University — 1 p.m.

Monday
Jay County Summer swim at Union City — 6
p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County Summer swim vs. North Adams -
6 p.m.

6:30 a.m. — Formula 1: Austria Grand Prix
(ESPN2)

9 a.m. — MotoGP: Dutch Grand Prix (FS1)

9:30 a.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series:
The LiUNA! 150 (FS1)

12 p.m. — FIFA Club World Cup: Palmeiras at
Botafogo (TNT)

1 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series:
The LiUNA! 150 (FOX)

2 p.m. — PGA Tour Champions: U.S. Senior
Open (NBC)

2 p.m. — Major League Rugby: Hoston Saber-
Cats at New England Free Jacks (ESPN2)

3 p.m. — PGA Tour: Rocket Classic (CBS)

3 p.m. — NHRA: Summit Racing Equipment
NHRA Nationals (FS1)

4:10 p.m. — MLB: San Diego Padres at
Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indiana)

7 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Quaker State
400 (TNT)

7 p.m. — Banana Ball World Tour (ESPN2)

7:15 p.m. — MLB: Chicago Cubs at Houston
Astros (FOX)

10 p.m. — USL Cup soccer: Oakland Roots at
Monterey Bay (FOX)

10:15 p.m. — CONCACAF Gold Cup soccer:
Mexico at Saudi Arabia (FS1)

Sunday
9 a.m. — Formula 1: Austria Grand Prix (ESPN)
8 a.m. — MotoGP: Dutch Grand Prix (FS1)
12 p.m. — FIFA Club World Cup: PSG at Inter

1:40 p.m. — MLB: San Diego Padres at
Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indiana)

2 p.m. — PGA Tour Champions: U.S. Senior
Open (NBC)

2 p.m. — NHRA: Summit Racing Equipment
NHRA Nationals (FOX)

2 p.m. — BIG3: Miami 305 at Ball Hogs (CBS)

3 p.m. — PGA Tour: Rocket Classic (CBS)

4 p.m. — WNBA: Chicago Sky at Los Angeles
Sparks (ESPN)

4 p.m. — CONCACAF Gold Cup soccer: Cana-
da at Guatemala (FS1)

7 p.m. — CONCACAF Gold Cup soccer: United
States at Costa Rica (FOX)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: Minnesota Twins at Detroit
Tigers (ESPN)

Boston Red Sox (FDSN Indiana)
9:40 p.m. — MLB: San Francisco Giants at
Arizona Diamondbacks (FS1)

Tuesday
6 a.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon (ESPN)
7:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

Boston Red Sox (FDSN Indiana)

8:05 p.m. — MLB: Cleveland Guardians at
Chicago Cubs (TBS)

9 p.m. — FIFA Club World Cup: Borussia
Dortmund at Monterrey (TNT)

To have an event listed in “Sports on tap”,
email details to sports@thecr.com
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The Rockets set to play
a pair of doubleheaders,
see Sports on tap

Get all of your local
sports information online
by visiting thecr.com

Sports
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Jay beat South
Adams by 103

Throw
over

Jo LeMaster, the
pitcher of Portland
Junior League Minor
softball’'s PFD Local
5356, throws to first
base to record an out
during the
championship game on
Thursday. PFD Local
5356 won both the
regular-season title
and the Minor softball
tournament.

From walk-on to f

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Prior to
her freshman year in college,
Paige Guggenbiller had never
rowed competitively.

While she had been paddle
boarding once, she had never
picked up an oar at all.

She had been in the water for
the Fort Recovery High School
swim team, making it all the
way to the state tournament.
She also advanced to state as
part of a relay for the Indians’
track team and played middle
blocker for the volleyball team
that went 17-7.

The athleticism she displayed
in high school was enough to
spur swim coach Mindy Bubp to
suggest she join the Ohio State
University women’s rowing
team.

After competing on the novice
boats for a majority of the sea-
son, the door opened for the for-
mer Indian to make her varsity
debut as a Buckeye.

Guggenbiller, a walk-on, got
promoted to No. 17 Ohio State’s
first varsity 8 boat for the Big

BERNE — The Jay Coun-
ty swimmers haven’t had
much of athreat of losing a
meet throughout the front
half of their season.

The Starfish were able to
push them more than most,
but still fell short by more
than100 points.

The Jay County Summer
Swim Team beat the South
Adams Starfish 599-496 at
Berne pool on Thursday.

Jay County claimed 14
out of the 20 relays and won
43 of the 61 individual
events to claim the meet.
Nine Jay tankers picked up
a trio of individual wins,
leading to sweeps of the 11-
12-year-old girls, 13-14-year-
old boys and 15-and-older
boys divisions.

Isabell Byrum and
Addisyn Champ handled
the 11-12-year-old girls divi-
sion with the former win-
ning the 100-meter
freestyle, 50 butterfly and 50
freestyle and the latter
claiming the 50 breast-
stroke, 50 backstroke and
100 individual medley.

Ben Fisher claimed first-
place finishes in the 100
freestyle, 50 backstroke and
50 breaststroke, while
Grant Glentzer topped the
50 butterfly, 100 individual
medley and 50 freestyle to
complete the sweep of the
13-14-year-old division.

Cooper Glentzer picked
up wins in the 100 freestyle,
100 individual medley and
50 freestyle for the 15-and-
older boys while Carson
Westgerdes cleaned up with
victories in the 50 butterfly,
50 backstroke and 50 breast-
stroke.

Other triple event win-
ners were Jaley Knap-
schafer, Sam Benirschke
and Brooklynn Byrum. Jay
County (4-0) also had seven

irst varsity

Local
Roundup

swimmers win a pair of
events and two to claim
one.

Fort falls

FORT RECOVERY —
The Tribe fell to the Flyers
by one run during the regu-
lar season. When they met
in the postseason, the Indi-
ans got on top early but
couldn’t keep up.

The fifth-seeded Fort
Recovery ACME baseball
team got booted to the
loser’s bracket on Friday as
it fell to the No. 4 seed Mar-
ion Local Flyers 7-2.

The host Tribe (5-3) put
up an initial run in the top
of the first inning on a sin-
gle by Luke Fortkamp. Mar-
ion Local immediately
responded with two runs in
the bottom of the frame
and never relinquished the
lead.

The Flyers put up four
runs on Dylan Klenke, who
suffered the loss in 3 5
innings of work. They
tacked on three more runs
at the expense of Fortkamp
in the sixth to secure the
victory:

Fort Recovery’s only
other run came in the fifth
on an error after Ian
McCain hit a ball to short-
stop, allowing Reece
LeFevre to score.

The Indians will get
another chance to move on
with a game Monday
against the loser of No. 1
Celina and eighth-seeded
Parkway.

Paige Guggenbiller got promoted to the
Ohio State University first varsity 8 boat
for the Big Ten Championship races

Ten Championships at Eagle
Creek Park in Indianapolis on
May 18 to help the Buckeyes to a
fifth-place finish, earning her a
spot on the Big Ten All-Fresh-
man team.

“The only thing that comes to
mind is, it completely shattered
any expectation I had coming
in,” Guggenbiller said. “To be
able to do what I did, I feel like
it’s fate and I was given this
opportunity, almost last minute
for a reason and I will do every-
thing in my power to take full
advantage of every opportunity
that comes my way.”

Because of Guggenbiller’s
lack of experience, she started
the year on a novice boat, which

Advertise your restaurant in
ALL of our publications with:

Four - 4x4 ads in The Commercial Review
TWo - 4x4 ads in The News-Gazetie
One - 4x4 ad in The News Times

o * 300

is intended for first-year rowers
to compete against athletes with
similar experience levels while
learning the sport.

She got a small taste of varsi-
ty during the winter when the
Buckeyes went on a training
trip.

Throughout the season the
novice crews performed well,
while the varsity boats weren’t
quite meeting Ohio State’s stan-
dards. After a particularly
rough competition at No. 6
Princeton — fifth-ranked Ten-
nessee and No. 10 Syracuse were
also there — first-year head
coach Emily Gackowski decided
to make a change.

She turned to Guggenbiller.

Or run TWO 4x4 ads ior your
restaurant in the publication(s) of

“It’s pretty extraordinary,”
Gackowski said. “It is extremely
rare for walk on to make the
first varsity eight in their first
year, and part of that is because
the rest of the team shouldn't
really allow that.

“Even if someone is as fast as
Paige ... her rowing should have
kept her out of there from a
technical and skills perspective.
But Paige was a quick learner
and obviously very fast and the
rest of the team wasn’t in a posi-
tion to fend her off.”

With the switch, Guggenbiller
got promoted to the second var-
sity 8 boat just three weeks
ahead of the Big Ten Champi-
onships. Two days later, the

& O
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Buckeyes had a practice with
seat racing — having boats com-
pete against each other multiple
times with slight changes to
maximize efficiency. Guggen-
biller earned herself a spot in
the top eight.

“I was kind of reflecting on
the (commitment story) from
last year and I said something
along the words of, ‘I have no
experience but I'm not scared
about it,”” Guggenbiller said.
“That’s exactly how I had to
attack this season to do how I
did. I had to just go out there
and do my best 24/7 and see
where it could get me and it led
me here.”

For a majority of her time on
the varsity boat, Guggenbiller
sat in the fourth seat, but was
moved to the sixth for the Big
Ten Championship. In an eight-
man boat, the two seats nearest
the stern (back) set the pace,
while the third through sixth
seats provide the power. The No.
1 and 2 seats are more focused
on keeping the boat stable and
straight.

See Varsity page 9
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