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Jay County Conservation
Club will hold its 80th anniver-
sary celebration with a Float-
ing Lantern Feast-ival from
noon to 10 p.m. Saturday, May
24, at Hudson Family Park.
Food trucks will be available
from 5 to 10 p.m. and Cook and
Belle will perform during the
event.

Friday — Details from this
week’s Portland Board of  Avia-
tion meeting.

Saturday — Details from the
Jay County boys track team at
the sectional meet.

Wednesday — Coverage of
Tuesday’s Jay County Commis-
sioners meeting.

In review Coming up

David McClung, 82, rural
Portland

Details on page 2.

Deaths Weather

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  57 degrees Tuesday.
The low was 49.

There is a chance of  showers
tonight with winds gusting to 25
mph and a low in the lower 40s.
Expect mostly sunny skies Fri-
day with a high of  60.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A rural Dunkirk man
who stole a dozen vehicles
and committed several bur-
glaries will serve three
years in prison.

Jay Circuit Court Judge
Brian Hutchison sentenced
Anthony T. Myers, 23, 10770
W. 200 North, on Tuesday to
various burglary and theft
charges, resulting in a total
prison sentence of  three
years.

Myers pleaded guilty
April 28 to four burglary
charges, all Level 5 felonies,
along with two Level 5
felonies for theft of  a
firearm, a Level 5 felony for
altering a firearm’s identi-
fying marks and 12 counts
of  auto theft, all Level 6
felonies.

Hutchison sentenced
Myers to four years in Indi-
ana Department of  Correc-
tions with two years sus-
pended for each of  his bur-
glary, alteration of  firearm
and theft charges, with
each sentence to be served
concurrently.

For the auto theft
charges, Hutchison sen-
tenced him to two years in
Indiana Department of
Correction with one year
suspended. Those sen-
tences will be served con-
current to one another and
consecutive to the burglary,
alteration of  firearm and
theft charges.

Myers was given credit
for time served and
assessed $189 in court costs.
Hutchison ordered him to
have no contact with those
who he robbed and to “stay
off  their property.”

According to a probable
cause affidavit filed in con-
nection with the case,
Myers broke into several
homes in Portland with the
intent to commit theft. He
also stole 12 vehicles.

See Serve page 2
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Conservation fire
Portland Fire Department firefighter Travis Theurer inspects the side of a building at Jay County Conservation Club

in the aftermath of a fire Wednesday. Several departments, including Portland and Redkey firefighters, responded to the
scene, quickly putting out flames shooting out of the eastern building.

By JOSEPH S. PETE
The Times (Munster)
Tribune News Service

Doral Renewables announced it
has secured $1.5 billion for the
Mammoth solar project in Pulaski
County that’s expected to be one of
the largest solar farms in the Unit-
ed States.

The Philadelphia-based renew-
able energy company lined up
financing for Mammoth South,
Mammoth Central I and Mammoth
Central II, each of  would generate
up to 300 MWac. It’s part of  the
broader 1.3 GW Mammoth solar

farm in Pulaski and Starke coun-
ties.

KeyBanc Capital Markets, Banco
Santander and HSBC Bank
USA helped arrange the construc-
tion debt financing. Truist Bank

also signed a $200 million tax equi-
ty commitment.

“We are proud to serve as coordi-
nating lead arranger for Doral
Renewables as they build out the
remaining phases of  the Mam-

moth Solar Complex,” KeyBanc
Vice President Nadav Hazan said.
“Our longstanding relationship
with Doral’s management team
has created a foundation of  trust
that enables transformative proj-
ects like this. We are excited to see
this collaborative effort pay off,
and we look forward to the impact
Mammoth will have on Indiana’s
economy going forward.”

Solar energy adoption across the
United States is becoming more
widespread, especially as utilities
transition away from coal.

See Project page 2

Doral approved for $1.5 billion project

By CAITLIN REILLY, 
LIA DEGROOT, 
JESSIE HELLMANN
and AIDAN QUIGLEY
CQ-Roll Call
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON —
President Donald Trump urged
the House GOP to stop negotiat-
ing and pass his “big, beautiful”
filibuster-proof  reconciliation
bill Tuesday, with sharp words for
blue-state Republicans pushing
for more tax relief  and conserva-
tives seeking additional spending
cuts.

In an appearance during the
weekly GOP conference meeting,
Trump told conservatives to lay
off  Medicaid, scolded blue-
state Republicans for rejecting a
$30,000 cap on state and local tax
deductions, and urged the party
to increase the country’s borrow-
ing limit through the rest of  his
term, members leaving the meet-
ing said.

Trump’s Capitol Hill visit
comes as House GOP leadership
is trying to unite the party behind
the reconciliation package
they’re relying on to enact much
of  the president’s agenda.

“It’s not a question of  holdouts.

We have a tremendously unified
party. I don’t think we’ve ever had
a party like this,” Trump said,
heading into the meeting. “There
are some people that want a cou-
ple of  things that maybe I don’t
like or that they’re not gonna
get.”

But lawmakers leaving the
meeting told a different story.
Conservative hard-liners stuck to
their guns on needing more cuts
to Medicaid,
and Republicans from New
York rejected the president’s
insistence that they accept the
$30,000 “SALT” cap included in
the package.

Trump’s visit did little to move
the needle in support of  the bill,
leaving leadership where they

started the week: trying to strike
a balance between steeper cuts
needed to satisfy conservatives
without alienating centrists, and
finding space for more SALT
relief.

Republicans can afford to lose
no more than three GOP votes
and pass the partisan legislation.

After the meeting, Speaker
Mike Johnson said he was ready
to convene the holdouts in small-
er groups to try to reach a deal.

“What we’re leaving to do right
now is gather up this small sub-
group in the House Republican
Conference and tie up the
remaining loose ends,” Johnson,
R-La., said. “I’m very confident
that we’ll be able to do that.”

See Pushes page 2

Trump pushes house GOP
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On to regional
Jay County High School freshman Brooklynn

Byrum (left) begins to celebrate with junior Paityn
Wendel after the former placed second in the 800-
meter run at the IHSAA Sectional 12 hosted by Delta
on Tuesday. Byrum’s time of 2 minutes, 28.67
seconds, fell 0.63 seconds short of first place, but
earned her a spot at the regional meet at Carroll on
May 27. For more on the meet, see page 8.

Dunkirk man
pleaded to
burglary
and theft

Myers
set to
serve
3 years

Pulaski County facility expected to be
one of the largest solar farms in the U.S.

Medicaid, tax relief
and spending cuts
are holding up bill

    
    

 
    

    
     
    

      
      

    
     

     
      

  
   

   
     
      
    
    

  

    
    

 

  
   

 

  

   

               
               

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

  

  
 

   

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

   

 
 

  
 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 
 

 

In review

Angelina Geesaman, 16,
Portland

Marie Nesbitt, 85, Berne
Details on page 2.

Deaths Weather
Jay County had a high tem-

perature of  80 degrees Mon-
day. The low was 71.

Tonight’s low will be in the
mid 60s. There is a 60%
chance of  rain, with thunder-
storms possible. Expect a high
in the mid 80s Thursday with
a slight chance of  rain.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Correction

A woman’s address was
incorrectly published in
Thursday’s edition. Rachel N.
Yates, 36, lives at 281 6th St.,
Barberton, Ohio, according to
mycase.in.gov. The error came
from a booking report from
Jay County Sheriff ’s Office.

Arts Place’s Hudson Family
Park Amphitheater Concert
Series will continue Thursday
with a performance by
Fleetwood Macked, a
Fleetwood Mac tribute band.
The free concert will begin at
8 p.m. Food trucks and
children’s activities will be
available.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Fort Recovery residents
will have a chance to learn
more about the proposed
income tax levy next
week.

Fort Recovery Village
Council agreed Monday to
host a public forum at 7
p.m. Tuesday to discuss
raising the village’s
income tax from 1% to
1.5%, a decision that
would require referendum
approval. Council also
approved on a second
reading declaring intent
to proceed with the levy
and directed fiscal officer
Roberta Staugler to file a
certified copy of  the
intent with the board of
elections for placing the
income tax levy on the bal-
lot in November. (The
decision will be voted into
effect on its third reading
July 21.)

The village's four real
estate tax levies, totaling a
9.8 mills — in Ohio, prop-
erty taxes are charged as
millage, with one mill
equal to one-tenth of  a
cent — and generating
about $300,000 annually.

By creating an income
tax levy, the village would
begin collecting a 1.5%
income tax, up 0.5 percent-
age points from the cur-
rent rate. 

See Levy page 5

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

City employees will
receive a 2% raise next
year.

Portland City Council
approved the raises as
part of  the 2026 payroll
ordinance during its
meeting Monday.

The council also heard
from Jay County Solid
Waste Management
director George McGin-
nis regarding issues at
recycling trailers in the
city.

Clerk-treasurer Lori
Phillips presented the
payroll ordinance with
2% raises across the
board. She had told
council members at
their previous meeting
that she and Mayor Jeff
Westlake had discussed
the issue and planned to
introduce the 2% propos-
al Monday. 

The wage increases, as
proposed, would repre-
sent a total increase of
$95,672.

Phillips talked about
the uncertainties of  the
impact of  Senate
Enrolled Act 1 (SEA 1)
and any potential
changes the state legisla-
ture might make in the
next few years. (The
measure passed during
the 2025 session had esti-
mates that the city would
receive a total of  $814,740

less in tax revenue — that
includes $142,330 less in
2026 — over a three-year
period than it would have
previously.)

Westlake told council
members he’d like to see
numbers on a 4% raise
(it would total $191,344)
and later advocated for
a 5% raise ($239,180),
referring at one point to
concern over the impact
of  SEA 1 as “fear-mon-
gering.” He also asked
for consideration of
time and a half  pay for
holidays.

Council member Ash-
ley Hilfiker asked West-
lake why he had not

brought up the 4% and
5% raise proposals ear-
lier.

Council members Ron
May and Dave Golden
agreed with Phillips’
assessment, with May
saying he’d prefer to see
what happens with SEA
1. Golden noted that the
city has given raises of
6%, 4.5% and 5% over
the previous three
years and that depart-
ment heads have been
asked to cut their budg-
ets by 10% because of
financial uncertainties.

The trend with raises
seems to be 2%, council
member Matt Goldswor-

thy said, adding that
some municipalities
have settled on a one-
time stipend for 2026.

“Unfortunately, it’s a
lot of  unknown,” said
Goldsworthy. “That’s
the problem with SB 1;
none of  us really know.
And the worst thing I
would want any of  our
department heads to
have to do is go and
start laying off  people.”

He said the council
can always return next
year and give a larger
raise if  the financial
outlook turns out better
than expected.

Hilfiker concurred,

saying she’d “rather be
safe than sorry.”

Council president
Kent McClung, who
attended the meeting
virtually, made a
motion to approve the
payroll ordinance with
2% raises across the
board, as presented.
The motion passed 6-1
with Michele Brewster,
Mike Aker, Goldswor-
thy, Golden, Hilfiker
and McClung in favor
and May dissenting.
(May had indicated that
he would not vote for a
raise for council mem-
bers.)

See Raises page 2

Raises approved
City of Portland wage increases

Portland City Council approved 2% raises across the board for city employees on Monday.
Below is a breakdown of raises for city employees over the last dozen years. (Numbers displayed are
base raises. In some cases, there were different adjustments made for specific roles.)

2026
2%

2025
6%

2024
4.5%

2023
5%

2022
65 cents

2021
1.5%

2020
$2,000

2019
3%

2018
$425

(one-time stipend)

2017
3%

2016
2%

2015
3%

Council
approves
increases

of 2%

The Commercial Review graphic/Ray Cooney

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Bottoms up
Tony Wood takes a sip of water while trying

to keep his food down during the inaugural hot dog
eating contest in the Farmer’s Building on Saturday.
The winner of the contest, Sheldon Upp, got down
eight hot dogs in under 10 minutes.

By JOSH WINGROVE
and CATHERINE LUCEY
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

President Donald Trump
unveiled the first in a wave of
promised letters that threaten to
impose higher tariffs rates on
key trading partners, including
levies of  25% on goods from
Japan and South Korea begin-
ning Aug. 1.

Trump also announced 25%
rates on Malaysia and Kaza-
khstan, while South Africa
would see a 30% tariff  and
Laos and Myanmar would face a
40% levy. The nations were the
first in what the president prom-
ised would be a flurry of  unilat-
eral warnings and trade deals
announced on Monday, two days
before agreements are due from
trading partners facing his April
2 so-called reciprocal levies.

“Our relationship has been,
unfortunately, far from Recipro-
cal,” Trump wrote in the letters.

Trump’s second-term rush to
overhaul U.S. trade policies has
served as a steady source of
uncertainty for markets, central
bankers and executives trying to
game out the effect on produc-
tion, inventories, hiring, infla-
tion and consumer demand —
routine planning that’s hard
enough without costs like tariffs
that are on one day, off  the next.

The letters issued Monday so
far appeared to largely be a novel
method of  once again punting a
looming July 9 deadline for his
so-called “reciprocal” tariffs

until at least the beginning of
August. Most of  the tariff  rates,
shared on his Truth Social plat-
form, were largely in line with
what Trump had already
announced nations were likely
to face.

White House Press Secre-
tary Karoline Leavitt said there
would be around a dozen coun-
tries that receive notifications
about their tariffs Monday
directly from the president.
Additional letters will come in
the coming days, she said.

The episode was the latest
turn of  the screw for a program
that has roiled markets and
trade across the globe. One week
after announcing the tariffs at a
prominent Rose Garden event,
Trump offered a 90-day reprieve,
lowering duties to 10% to allow
time for negotiations.

Few nations successfully nego-
tiated deals in the short time
given. In the interim, Trump
announced framework agree-
ments with the United King-
dom and Vietnam and a trade
truce with China.

Trump is set to sign an execu-
tive order later Monday that will

hold off  new rates until August
1 for all nations facing the recip-
rocal tariffs, Leavitt said.

At the same time, Trump
warned nations against retalia-
tion over his latest gambit.

“If  for any reason you decide
to raise your Tariffs, then, what-
ever the number you choose to
raise them by will be added” to
the threatened levels, Trump
wrote.

He also said that the rates did
not include any sectoral-specific
tariffs that the administration
had or would separately imple-
ment on goods imported in key
industries. Both Japan and
South Korea are major auto
exporters, and are also facing
U.S. tariffs on steel.

Trump’s letters did offer them
a way to meet his demands. No
tariffs will be imposed if  Japan
or Korea, “or companies within
your Country, decide to build or
manufacture product within the
United States and, in fact, we will
do everything possible to get
approvals quickly, professionally,
and routinely — In other words,
in a matter of  weeks,” he wrote.

See Rates page 5

New rates announced

If approved,
increase

would replace
levies on

real estate

Village
income
tax levy
moves
forward

Deadline for higher
tariffs set for Aug. 1
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Today
Haffner, David: 1 p.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,

221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Friday
Geesaman, Angelina: 11

a.m., Fellowship Baptist Church,

289 S. 200 West, Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Angelina Geesaman, Port-
land, Nov. 25, 2008-July 5,
2025. Services will be at 11
a.m. Friday, July 11 at Fellow-
ship Baptist Church in Port-
land.

Marie (Morrical) Nesbitt,
Berne, a Redkey native and
former Portland and Geneva
resident, Nov. 12, 1939-July 6,
2025. There will be no servic-
es.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  serv-
ices.

There is a charge for obit-
uaries, which are accepted
only from funeral homes or
mortuary services.

Obituaries

Continued from page 1
McGinnis asked the city for help

in addressing a problem involving
residents leaving non-recyclable
items in and around recycling
trailers stationed at Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office and the parking lot
at 220 Lincoln St. (He raised simi-
lar concerns in August 2023.) He
expressed frustration that a county
ordinance regarding illegal dump-
ing — it is prohibited to place non-
recyclables in recycling trailers
provided by Jay County Solid
Waste Management District and it
is forbidden to leave recyclable and
non-recyclable items (specifically
trash) outside the trailers — that
was passed in 2022 is not being
enforced.

The county’s ordinance lists
newspapers, newsprint, maga-
zines, books, office paper, card-
board, paper packaging, aluminum
and glass beverage and food con-
tainers, number 1 and number 2
plastic containers and tin and steel
food containers as recyclable mate-
rials.

McGinnis noted that all county
residents can take items to the
landfill twice at year at no charge. 

The city’s ordinance allows resi-
dents to purchase a permit to have
large items such as couches, chairs
and mattresses to be picked up on
regular trash collection routes.

Council members expressed a

willingness to help but took no spe-
cific action.

In other business:
•Council approved a moratorium

on data centers on second reading.
•A public hearing on a moratorium

on carbon sequestration facilities has
been set for 6:15 p.m. Monday, July 21,
in council chambers.

•No action was taken on a proposed
ordinance regarding outside employ-
ment. Several council members indi-
cated they were not clear as to why
the ordinance was being proposed. It
died on the table after a brief  discus-
sion.

•Phillips issued a reminder that the
city’s public hearing on its 2026 budg-
et is planned for Sept. 15 with adop-
tion to follow on Oct. 6.

•Golden and Hilfiker complimented
the Jay County Fair Board on this
year’s Jay County Fair, which con-
cluded Saturday. Westlake noted that
the Vintage Motor Bike Show is at the
fairgrounds today through Saturday.

•Council sent a tax abatement
request from Pioneer Equipment
Leasing to the city’s tax abatement
advisory committee. The company is
requesting a three-year abatement on
$3.5 million in new equipment. The
abatement would save the company
$91,087 while the new equipment
would generate $91,087 in taxes over a
10-year period.

•Goldsworthy touted the disc golf
course at Hudson Family Park,

encouraging residents to try it out.
He also passed on thanks from a resi-
dent to police officer Mitch Rigby for
his handling of  a recent traffic acci-
dent.

•May requested that council con-
duct an executive session to discuss
personnel issues.

•Council approved closing Ship
Street between Arch and High streets
from 3 to 8 p.m. Thursday, July 10,
and noon to 7 p.m. Thursday, July 31,
for events at Jay County Public
Library.

•Jay County Development Corpo-
ration executive director Ceann
Bales provided an update on her first
three months on the job. She said she
has been meeting with local business
and industry leaders regarding what
they want from JCDC and mentioned
various other initiatives she has been
working on. She mentioned updating
the organization’s website and mar-
keting properties as priorities.

•Aker noted that a problem area on
Western Avenue between High and
Arch streets has been paved.

•May asked about street lights on
Blaine Pike, indicating he feels there
are not enough along the multi-pur-
pose trail.

•Westlake noted that work is con-
tinuing on the Seventh Street bridge
over the Salamonie River.

•May shared condolences for the
death of  Westlake’s mother on June
16.

Methamphetamine
A Portland man was

arrested Thursday for
possession of  metham-
phetamine.

Colbi T. Byrd, 30, 102 S.
Park St., was preliminar-
ily charged with three
Level 6 felonies for pos-
session of  methampheta-
mine, possession of  a
narcotic drug and unlaw-
ful possession of  a
syringe, as well as a Class
A misdemeanor for pos-
session of  parapherna-
lia. He was released on a
$4,500 bond in Jay County
Jail.

Unlawful possession
A Portland man was

arrested Thursday for
unlawful possession of  a
firearm.

Quentin L. Guntle, 30,
2697 E. Treaty Line Road,
was preliminarily
charged with a Level 4
felony for unlawful pos-
session of  a firearm by a
violent felon, a Level 4
felony.

He was being held in
Jay County Jail on a
$35,000 bond.

Felony
arrests

Cyclist thrown
A Portland man was thrown

from his bicycle after crashing
into a vehicle at the intersection
of  Meridian and Race streets
about 7:21 p.m. Sunday.

Derlin C. Gomez, 33, Portland,
was driving a 2022 Honda CR-V
south on Meridian Street. At the
same time, Ethan Bumbalough,
23, was riding his bicycle behind
Gomez and failed to stop at the
intersection, causing him to hit
the back of  the car Gomez was
driving.

Bumbalough was transported
to IU Health Jay by Jay Emer-
gency Medical Service for head
pain. Damage was estimated at
less than $1,000.

Failed to yield
Damage is estimated between

$5,000 and $10,000 after a Port-

land man crashed into oncom-
ing traffic at Votaw and
Williamson streets in Portland
about 6 p.m. Saturday.

Martin M. Rodriguez, 32, was
driving his 2017 Chevrolet Mal-
ibu north and turning from
Votaw Street into the Walmart
parking lot, 950 W Votaw St. He
failed to yield to the stop sign at
the intersection, according to a
Jay County Sheriff ’s Office
report. At the same time, Kenny
L. Burks, 31, Redkey, was headed
east on Votaw Street and turned
his 2006 Buick Rendezvous into
the parking lot. Their vehicles
collided.

Rodriguez was cited for driv-
ing without insurance, and his
vehicle was towed.

Left the scene
A Dunkirk resident was

arrested Sunday after allegedly
sideswiping a Daleville man’s
car on Indiana 67 and leaving
the scene about 10:26 p.m. Satur-
day.

Ryan A. Thornburg, 45,
Daleville, was driving his 2013
GMC Terrain south on the high-
way near its intersection with
county road 125 South. He told
police a northbound vehicle
crossed the center line and side-
swiped his car. He told police he
wasn’t able to get a vehicle
description and didn’t see the
vehicle’s brake lights come on to
stop for the accident, according
to a Jay County Sheriff ’s Office
report. 

Police were later called about
a hit and run accident involving
a 2014 Subaru Forester at Taco
Bell, 1501 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. Police determined driver

Chevy P. Swearingen, 19, was in
the same accident as Thorn-
burg.

Swearingen told police Thorn-
burg crossed the center line and
caused the accident. He said did-
n’t stop because he was scared
and didn’t see Thornburg’s
brake lights come on either.

He was administered a drug
blood test with results pending.

Swearingen was preliminarily
charged with a Class B misde-
meanor for leaving the scene of
an accident and two Class C mis-
demeanors for operating a vehi-
cle while intoxicated and posses-
sion of  paraphernalia. He was
being held in Jay County Jail on
a $1,500 bond.

Both vehicles sustained
between $5,000 and $10,000 in
estimated damage, including
broken driver’s side mirrors.

Capsule Reports

Raises ...

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.52
Aug. corn ................4.64
Oct. corn ..................4.59

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.53
Aug. corn ................4.48
Sept. corn ................4.38

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.39
Aug. corn ................4.86
Beans ......................10.28

Aug. beans................9.86
Wheat ...................... 5.11

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.31
Aug. corn ................4.29
Beans ......................10.20
Aug. beans..............10.05
Wheat ......................5.15

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.44
Aug. corn ................4.44
Beans ......................10.06
Aug. beans................9.66
Wheat .....................4.94

Lotteries

CR almanac

86/66 88/71 88/69 85/65 87/68
Thursday’s

forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
with a slight
chance of rain.

Mostly
sunny on
Monday
when the
high will
reach the
mid 80s.

Sunday’s
forecast
shows a 50%
chance of rain
with highs in
the lower 80s.

Another day
of mostly sunny
skies with the
possibility of
thunderstorms.

There’s a
60% chance of
thunderstorms
Saturday. The
high may be in
the upper 80s.

Thursday
7/10

Friday
7/11

Saturday
7/12

Sunday
7/13

Monday
7/14

Powerball
Monday
33-35-58-61-69
Power Ball: 25
Power Play: 5
Estimated jackpot:

$216 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $70

million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 2-3-3
Daily Four: 0-6-4-7
Quick Draw: 5-10-12-

13-14-17-19-25-28-30-34-36-
44-50-60-66-69-70-74-76

Evening
Daily Three: 9-3-8

Daily Four: 7-1-2-2
Quick Draw: 2-10-16-

21-22-30-33-34-44-45-47-52-
53-59-66-71-73-76-77-80

Cash 5: 1-4-13-32-34
Estimated jackpot:

$789,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-3-4
Pick 4: 0-7-7-2
Pick 5: 7-8-7-2-6
Evening
Pick 3: 7-3-7
Pick 4: 7-4-2-5
Pick 5: 2-7-8-5-3
Rolling Cash: 3-19-23-

31-37
Estimated jackpot:

$140,000

In 1972, the Portland
High School baseball
team defeated Delta 3-0
to clinch at least a share
of  the Mississinewa Val-
ley Conference champi-
onship. The Panthers
were undefeated in
league play with only a
game against Mis-
sissinewa remaining.

In 1976, a chemical
factory explosion in
Seveso — it’s near Milan,
Italy — covered the area
in toxic dioxin. It’s been
ranked by Time maga-
zine as one of  the worst
environmental disasters.

In 1985, Coca Cola
announced plans to
resume selling the old
formula of  Coke after
public outcry of  the
“new Coke.”

In 2001, British TV
series “The Office”
debuted. The show,
written by Ricky Ger-
vais and Stephen Mer-
chant, led to the cre-
ation of  the American
version.

In 2022, Micro
Wrestling made its
debut at the Jay County
Fair.

— The CR

Today
6 p.m. — Jay County

Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

3:45 p.m. — Jay County
Election Board, voting

room, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

4 p.m. — Jay County
Public Library, commu-
nity room, library, 315 N.
Ship St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Country Living Advisory
Board, living facility, 1194
E. 200 North, Portland.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.



DEAR ABBY: I am 57 and
have been married for 32
years to my husband, who
retired from his full-time
job last year. I still work full
time. Since his retirement,
he has been going to a bar
once a week or so, spending
a few hours visiting with
the customers and staff.  

One of  the staff  has
taken an interest in being
his “buddy.” My husband is
outgoing and somewhat
flirtatious. The staff  mem-
ber is a younger, female bar-
tender who he invites to
our home bar for drinks.
They have also established
a social media relationship
and send text messages.  

When I had an out-of-
town trip planned, they
concocted a plan for her to
come over for cocktails
with another of  our
friends. They planned to
keep it a secret because “I
might become upset.” I
found out and DID become
upset. I have discovered
other messages, and I no
longer trust my husband. I
don’t think they are in a
physical relationship, but
despite his reassurances, I
can’t let go of  what might
have been shared about me
and feel a deep sense of
betrayal. How can I move
forward? — SUSPICIOUS
IN WASHINGTON

DEAR SUSPICIOUS:
What the bartender and
your husband are doing
is inappropriate. It
might be worthwhile to
ask her employer
whether there are any
rules about their staff
socializing with patrons
outside the establish-
ment. As to your lack of
trust in your “flirta-

tious” husband, under
these circumstances it is
understandable. Mar-
riage counseling may
help to repair your rela-
tionship. Offer him the
option of  joining, and if
he refuses, go alone. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I have a

male friend (attorney) who
is married to a dermatolo-
gist. Nearly every time this
friend interacts with a med-
ical provider, he is dissatis-
fied and feels he is being
ripped off. He attests that
doctors order unnecessary
tests and deliberately over-
charge. He does this vocif-
erously and repeatedly.  

I’m a retired medical pro-
fessional and consumer of
health services myself, so I
am certainly aware that
many parts of  our health
care system are a mess. I do
not know how to stop his
rants. I try to change the
subject, but nearly every
conversation is the same. —
TIRED OF LISTENING

DEAR TIRED: You are
not a hostage. The next
time this friend raises
the subject, tell him you
have heard his com-
plaints, there is nothing
you can do about them,
you would prefer to dis-
cuss something positive
when you’re together
and CHANGE THE SUB-
JECT.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of
Richards Restaurant. All
women are invited to
attend. Includes activi-
ties and devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community
Center.

BRYANT/NEW CORY-
DON SENIOR CITIZENS
— Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a
carry-in dinner. Meat is
provided.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday in
the cafe at John Jay Cen-
ter for Learning, 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-

FORCEMENT AND FAM-
ILY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evi-
dence-based intervention
for helping families
affected by addiction
meets at 4 p.m. each
Wednesday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Cen-
ter, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY CIVIC
THEATRE — Holds its
regular meeting at 5:30
p.m. on the second
Wednesday of  each
month in the boardroom
at Arts Place, 131 E. Wal-
nut St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES
— Will meet at 6 p.m., on
the second and fourth
Wednesday of  the month
at the Eagles’ lodge, 320
N. Meridian St., Port-
land.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group
for friends and families
of  alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran

Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis
at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and
living a balanced life
meets at 11 a.m. each
Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Cen-
ter, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792. 

INDIANA UNIVERSI-
TY HEALTH JAY HOSPI-
TAL OSTOMY SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month in Indiana
University Health Jay
Hospital Conference
Room B. The group is for
ostomy and intestinal
diversion patients and
their friends and family
to offer mutual support
and learn about the latest
products and informa-
tion.

JAY COUNTY TRAILS
CLUB — Will meet at 7
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month at Jay
Community Center.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coali-
tion office at 100 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
To learn more informa-

tion, please call (260) 251-
3259.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Community Calendar

Dear
Abby

New friendship
hurts marriage

Several pop-up Arts in the Parks
classes are coming up.

Redkey blacksmith and martial
artist Leroy Brown will host class-
es for making a leaf-shaped metal
keychain from 9 to 10:30 a.m. and
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Thursday at
2629 S. Indiana 1, Dunkirk. He’ll
also offer a “beat the bully” karate
course from 2 to 4 p.m. Thursday
in Dunkirk as well as the same
course from 10 a.m. to noon Tues-

day at Jay County Campus of  Arts
Place in Portland.

Mini art camp — it costs $5 per
day — is slated for 2 to 6 p.m. Mon-
day and Tuesday and 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. July 16 and 17 at Lehman Park
Pavilion, 212 Park Ave., Berne. Stu-
dents will be offered new projects
and experiences each day.

There’s an animal tracks work-
shop — students will find foot-
prints left by animals and learn

how to preserve them and turn
them into art — slated for 3 p.m. to
4 p.m. Monday and Tuesday.

Also, “Watercolor My World,” a
watercoloring class utilizing vari-
ous tricks to create surprising
results, is scheduled for 10 to 11:30
a.m. July 16 and 17. 

Classes cost $5. To register, visit
myartsplace.org, call (260) 726-4809
or email visualarts@myart-
splace.org.

More arts workshops added to lineup

Photo provided

Stout shows award-winner
HAG Georgina 1936 won reserve grand champion cow-calf pair at the 2025 Indiana

Angus Junior Preview Show on June 15 in Lebanon. Kadilynn Stout of Portland owns the March
2019 daughter of SAC Conversation. A May 2025 heifer calf sired by Patton Sundance completed
the winning duo. 
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“Were it left for me to decide whether we should have
government without newspapers or newspapers without
government I should not hesitate to prefer the latter.”

—Thomas Jefferson

Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from July 6, 2005.
Jack saw more of  the world than
most of  us. Starting with his time
in Moldova more than a quarter
century ago, he made multiple
trips to train journalists in former
Soviet republics and elsewhere.
After celebrating Independence
Day last week, it’s important for
us to remember that the freedoms
we enjoy are not experienced
everywhere. We must protect them
lest we lose them.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

Anna shook her head in disbe-
lief.

“That sounds like kinder-
garten journalism,” said the
voice in my headset, translating
her words.

Others around the table in the
conference room at the European
Center for Communication and
Culture nodded in agreement.

You Americans, they seemed to
be saying in unison, have it so
easy.

I wasn’t going to argue. I know
that the rules we play by in this

country are so different — so
much more tilted toward trans-
parency of  government, access
to information, and freedom of
speech — that when compared to
the realities of  Belarus it is
indeed “kindergarten journal-
ism.”

Take the basics of  gathering
information.

American journalists are used
to most public records being
open for inspection. They’re
used to being able to attend most
meetings of  public agencies and
most court proceedings. And
they take for granted the fact
that there’s no legal penalty for
reporting that information accu-
rately.

Sure, we gripe now and then.

And we’re always jockeying for
greater public access rather than
less; but when we do so, our opin-
ions are heard and given consid-
eration.

Not so in Belarus.
There, in an often-forgotten

country sandwiched between
Poland and Russia which has
been routinely devastated by
European power struggles for
centuries, different rules apply.

Records aren’t public. Meet-
ings aren’t always public; nei-
ther are court proceedings.
When they are public, even a
reporter who provides an accu-
rate account of  events isn’t safe
from legal harassment or prose-
cution.

Report too aggressively — or
too accurately — and a journal-
ist may find herself  ordered to
leave official press conferences.
The police may be called to eject
those whose mere presence
offends the people in power.

American journalists are used
to the protection of  opinion pro-
vided by the First Amendment.
We’ve become accustomed to the

body of  legal judgments which
have limited exposure to libel
suits in favor of  having free and
vigorous debate in a democracy.

Not so in Belarus.
There, all too often, libel suits

are a full-scale frontal assault on
the press by government and
those in power.

Opinion is not protected.
Truth is not a defense. And we’re
not talking about civil libel;
we’re talking about criminal
libel, the kind which can put a
reporter in prison.

A column suggesting that
you’d like a president who didn’t
make his political opponents dis-
appear could send its writer to
hard labor for several months for
“insulting the honor and dignity
of  the president.” (No word
about the “honor and dignity” of
the president’s opponents who
have disappeared whenever they
gained a footing.)

Americans used to economic
freedom as well as political free-
dom assume that they can
always start their own newspa-
per.

Not so in Belarus.
Anyone interested in starting

a newspaper there must first get
approval from the local govern-
ment, which — surprise, sur-
prise — is already publishing a
newspaper of  its own so that the
official version dominates.
Approval may take months and
may never happen at all.

Even if  a newspaper does suc-
ceed in becoming registered, the
rules and regulations are so arbi-
trary and arcane that they seem
to exist solely for the purpose of
providing a pretext for shutting a
newspaper down.

And if  your newspaper loses
its registration and is suspend-
ed, what can you do? Not much.

One publisher whose paper
was suspended for a month last
year responded by going on a
hunger strike. It didn’t work. At
the end of  the month, the sus-
pension was lifted.

And the publisher was fined
for conducting an unlicensed
demonstration by refusing to eat.
As for me, I prefer the rules here
in “kindergarten.”

Freedoms don’t extend everywhere
Back in

the Saddle

Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

The pledge by NATO
members to spend 3.5% of
gross domestic product on
military capabilities and
1.5% on defense infrastruc-
ture is the alliance’s boldest
commitment in decades. It
concedes a basic truth: Rus-
sia’s war in Ukraine has
exposed critical shortfalls
in Europe’s defenses at a
time when U.S. support has
become less certain. The
challenge now is to trans-
late that ambitious target
into deployable firepower
fast enough to meet the
threat.

The starting point is find-
ing the money to meet the
new commitments. France,
Italy and the UK already
run heavy budget deficits.
Spanish Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez is claiming
his country has eked out a
concession to spend just
2.1% of  GDP. Over time,
Germany’s weak growth
and fractious politics could
undermine its resolve,
despite the loosening of  its
debt brake. Discipline, and
likely continued pressure
from the U.S., will be
required to ensure mem-
bers don’t renege on their
spending promises.

Even more important
will be spending the money
wisely. The first task must
be to address Europe’s frag-
mented defense industrial
base and the duplication of
weapons systems. The
region produces more than
a dozen main battle tank
variants and is pursuing
two rival sixth-generation
fighter programs — the
Future Combat Air System
(France, Germany, Spain)
and the Global Combat Air
Program
(Britain, Italy, Japan).

Some progress is being
made, such as the pooling
of  ammunition orders by
Nordic states through Nor-
way’s Nammo AS. And 19
EU countries are funding
joint drone and electronic
warfare projects through
the European Defense
Agency, an EU body. Yet
these efforts are small-
scale; fewer than 1 in 5
equipment purchases by
European Union members
(23 of  27 EU members are in
the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization) are made
jointly. NATO members
will need to launch more
joint tenders, cap the num-
ber of  platforms per class
and insist that new gear be
interoperable.

European members
should also acknowledge
where domestic production
makes sense and where it
doesn’t, rather than insist-
ing on broad “buy Euro-
pean” provisions. Europe
still relies on the U.S. for a
range of  critical needs
from air and missile defens-
es to cyber and electronic
warfare, as well as intelli-
gence, surveillance and
reconnaissance. Countries
should continue buying
critical capabilities from
the U.S. and license produc-
tion locally where possible.
A new venture between
Rheinmetall AG and
Anduril Industries Inc., for
European production of
U.S. drone designs, shows
how pragmatic technology
sharing can bridge gaps
while local industry scales.

Progress will need to be
carefully monitored, not
just in spending levels but
also in weapons delivered.
NATO’s classified capabili-
ty reviews should be dis-
tilled into an annual public
scorecard for taxpayers to
review. Governments
should also be forced to
show that the funds desig-
nated for infrastructure are
actually going to reinforce
rail beds, widen tunnels
and build logistics hubs —
all essential to address
shortcomings in military
mobility  — rather than
politically driven projects
rebadged as defense.

Finally, European lead-
ers must be honest with
themselves and, most
important, with voters.
While defense R&D can
spin off  useful break-
throughs that benefit the
broader economy, military
outlays rarely deliver the
jobs boost that investments
in health care or green
energy can. Massive
defense spending is and
should be defended as
insurance against Russian
aggression, not as a quick
fix for stagnant growth.

NATO leaders deserve
credit for overcoming
parochial concerns and
political resistance to agree
on the new spending tar-
gets. They should recog-
nize, however, that their
fight has only just started.

Fight to revive
is just beginning

By MICHAEL LEPPERT
IndianaCitizen.org

Every semester, the students in my
business writing class are divided up
into teams and are assigned a real-life
challenge from a company looking to
elevate its performance in any num-
ber of  ways. It’s an opportunity to
research the complexities of  a mar-
ket, to create an entrepreneurial solu-
tion and to effectively communicate
all of  it to the company looking to
grow.

And it’s an opportunity for me. I get
to teach them the value of  feedback.
The worst ideas I’ve seen in my
career come from organizations that
spend too much time only talking to
each other. The habit skews logic and
rationality and creates blind spots
allowing for fantastical outcomes that
ultimately prevent actual success.

So, let’s talk about this lesson plan
in the context of  “The One Big Beau-
tiful Bill Act,” or “OBBBA.”

First, the name itself. What likely
started as a spasm straight from the
mouth of  President Donald Trump
has become the dumbest title of  land-
mark legislation in history. It commu-
nicates nothing of  what the legisla-
tion actually does, good or bad, and
sounds unserious, sarcastic and irri-
tating in its vagueness.

On Tuesday while researching the
latest in the U.S. Senate, I spotted the
first commercials for Trump’s new
men’s cologne and women’s perfume
on social media. I, of  course, thought
it was a hoax at first, but confirmed
it’s reality. The scents, called “Fight,
Fight, Fight” and “Victory 45-47”
must feature a refreshing aroma;
sweet, soothing and subtle with a sort
of  locker room-esque approachabili-
ty.

After that brief  rancid distraction,
I went back to looking for the talking
points from those who support
Trump’s legislation. I came across
the promotion of  “OBBBA,” on
the White House webpage. This docu-

ment is truly stunning in its silliness.
Please look at it. It honestly looks like
an ad for the smelly cologne, or possi-
bly an ad for a pride-swallowing mem-
oir about the smelly cologne. But I’m
a professional, so I scrolled past that
embarrassing half  page to get to the
words part of  this debate.

There are endorsements rolling by
on a ticker under an oversized header,
“Backed by American Industry.” This
list is actually pretty short: Verizon,
Comcast, Dell, 3M, Delta and Uber.
Hmm. Uber? The company that final-
ly turned its first annual profit in 2023
is supporting OBBBA because of  the
bill’s elimination of  taxes on tips. But
that elimination doesn’t appear to
apply to Uber drivers in its current
form. This endeavor is so gimmicky,
even those who support the idea in
theory often overlook its limited
impact. The Economic Policy Insti-
tute’s February piece is a valuable
source on the issue.

Second, almost every Republican is
ignoring something they really
shouldn’t. The polling shows this leg-
islation is historically unpopular. The
vast majority of  Americans can see
harm coming from this bill. Whether
it’s healthcare cuts or deficit growth,
both of  which are unquestionably
coming from OBBBA, all polls are
showing similar results. On Monday,
Harry Enten, CNN’s Chief  Data Ana-
lyst, detailed five – that right, five –
different polls that showed the legis-
lation’s net favorability ranging from
minus 19 to minus 29. Enten tried to
find a bill that has ever been this
unpopular and couldn’t.

Third, and likely lost in the noise of
the big, beautiful bust, is this story
from the New York Times: “The Dol-
lar Has Its Worst Start to a Year Since
1973.” Some of  my younger readers
might wonder what happened 52
years ago. Well, this: “The last time
the dollar began a year with such a
steep decline was in 1973 when for-
eign currencies stopped being linked
to the dollar.

That move came two years after
President Nixon made a decision to
no longer link gold to the dollar.” Yea,
that was a biggie too.

Again, what is important with
regard to the value of  the U.S. Dollar’s
decline is the feedback it provides.
Steve Englander, global head of  G10
foreign exchange research at Stan-
dard Chartered says, “The issue is:
What is it telling you about how the
world sees your policies?”

For those who don’t trust polling,
trust the valuation of  our currency.
This steep decline is screaming at us
that our policies are anything but
beautiful.

As I have gotten older, I have
become both more patient and a bet-
ter listener. This entire political and
cultural experience of  MAGA has
tested my patience, but I am con-
vinced that eventually those trapped
in that deafening echo chamber will
one day escape. A friend told me last
year that the escape will begin in
earnest when supporters truly feel
the consequences of  the movement’s
failures.

I try to teach my students to
thoughtfully listen to the feedback
they get and to use it wisely. If  only
our leaders could do the same.

••••••••••
Leppert is an author, educator and a

communication consultant in Indi-
anapolis. He writes about government,
politics and culture at MichaelLep-
pert.com. 

People will feel effects of bill

Guest
Editorial

Michael
Leppert
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Continued from page 1
Diller has said that alone

would generate between $200,000
and $400,000 more than the real
estate tax levies.

If  the income tax levy is
approved, the village would
decide not to collect on its real
estate tax levies in the coming
years. A Fort Recovery property
owner would save an average of
14% each year on their total real
estate tax bill without the levies,
according to Diller.

On Monday, Diller talked about
various projects the village will
need to pay for in the future,
including replacing a pump sta-
tion on Wayne Street as well as
water and wastewater facility
upgrades, converting street
lights, replacing outdated fire
hydrants and various street proj-
ects. He proposed utilizing the
additional funding for such proj-
ects or seeking input to see where
community members would like
to see tax dollars spent. 

Mayor Dave Kaup noted a
recent conversation with local

residents questioning why the
village doesn’t bump the income
tax rate to 2%, with Kaup point-
ing out it would be a “pretty big
jump” to double the rate.

Diller said most of  the commu-
nities Fort Recovery residents
work in collect a 1.5% income
tax.

“So if  we go above that, they’re
going to pay that 1.5% to there,
and they’ve got to pay some back
to us, whatever we go above it,”
he said. “It’s a little more compli-
cated.”

He asked council members if
they’ve had discussions with res-
idents about the levy. They
responded that they haven’t
heard much of  a negative
response from their constituents.
Council member Luke Knapke
noted one constituent pointed to
the savings folks would make on
their property tax bills.

Council then set the date for its
public forum and approved legis-
lation on a second reading.

Also Monday, village council
approved its budget for 2026.

Next year’s budget shows plans
for $2.8 million in expenditures
and $1.43 million in revenue for
the general fund. Fiscal officer
Roberta Staugler pointed to 3%
raises across the board, a new fis-
cal position and her and Diller’s
retirement planned into the
budget.

Diller highlighted a few perma-
nent improvements to be made
next year, the largest of  which
include the village’s match of
$182,000 for the multi-use trail
project to be constructed in sum-
mer 2026. The project, which is
90% funded through Ohio
Department of  Transportation’s
Systemic Safety Funding grant,
involves constructing a trail for
pedestrians and biking traffic
along Ohio 49, Sharpsburg Road
and Flaler Road.

Diller noted the budget doesn’t
factor in multi-million dollar
estimates for improvements to
water and wastewater treatment
facilities or replacing the pump
station on Wayne Street.

In other business, village

council members Al Post, Luke
Knapke, Scott Pearson and Greg
Schmitz, absent Cliff  Wendel
and Erik Fiely:

•Learned Fort Recovery’s
National Night Out is slated for
5 to 8 p.m. July 20 at Ambassa-
dor Pool.

•Heard about plans to replace
the speaker system downtown
along the brick portion of
Wayne Street. Diller noted Fort
Recovery Community Founda-
tion granted dollars to Fort
Recovery Merchants Associa-
tion for the project.

•Were informed village repre-
sentatives will attend Fort
Recovery School Board’s meet-
ing July 21 to discuss establish-
ing a Community Reinvestment
Area across the entire village.

•Learned Diller would like to
hire local resident Kelly Jutte
as a consultant for the village,
with Jutte to be paid on an
hourly basis via contract. He
pointed to Jutte’s expertise in
the water and wastewater treat-
ment fields and shared hopes

for her help amid planning
efforts with the town’s utilities
moving forward.

•Approved a $153,497.28 bill
from Caldwell Tanks for work
completed on the second water
tower in the village and a
$47,795.16 pay request from
Tom’s Construction for work
completed along Butler Street.

•Heard the new water tower
failed its second bacteria test,
requiring the village to drain
and disinfect the tank again.
Once the tower passes retesting,
it will be ready to be put into
service, with Diller estimating
it should be complete by the end
of  the month.

•Learned about plans to con-
vert one tennis court into two
permanent pickleball courts at
Community Park.

•Were reminded Schmitz,
Fiely, Wendel and Knapke’s
terms end in December. Diller
noted council members hoping
to be re-elected need to file peti-
tions with the county prior to
Aug. 6.

Levy ...

By LESLIE
BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Gross assessed values for
commercial, industrial and
residential properties
throughout Indiana collec-
tively rose 12% from 2024 to
2025, according to a
statewide comparison
chart assembled by the
Department of  Local Gov-
ernment Finance for prop-
erty taxes due and payable
in 2026.

The data is sourced
from ratio studies per-
formed annually by the
state’s 92 county assessors.

“It is essentially a test of
each assessor: how well are
you doing? Are you doing
this right?” said Larry
DeBoer, a retired Purdue
University agricultural
economics professor and
tax expert.

“Not very many … elect-
ed officials actually face a
test like that. They’re being
held accountable.”

Agricultural land, mean-
while, will be assessed at a
lower base rate than the
previous year, thanks to a
provision in the behemoth
tax plan Indiana lawmak-
ers approved in April.

That’ll likely shift prop-
erty tax burden toward
other property types,
DeBoer noted. That’s not
the only shift, however.

The legislation also saves
homeowners a collective
$1.2 billion in property
taxes over three calendar

years, from 2026 through
2028, according to a
fiscal analysis. It does so
largely by creating a credit
for 10% off  every home-
stead’s bill, up to $300 each.

Commercial assessed
value grew 16.07% in total,
according to the study,
ahead of  industrial
assessed value, which
increased 15.59%.

Values for Hoosier hous-
es collectively rose by less:
10.42%.

Lawmakers have, for
years, promised cash-
strapped homeowners that
high assessed values and
resulting skyrocketing
property tax bills would
naturally come down.

“I think we’re seeing
some evidence” that values
are growing more slowly,
DeBoer said.

Relief  could be on the
horizon at last.

Gross assessed values
don’t translate perfectly to

property tax bills,
however. County auditors
will apply all deductions
and credits to certify net
assessed values, according
to DLGF spokeswoman
Jenny Banks.

DeBoer also observed a
bigger variety in residen-
tial value growth than in
recent years.

“Covid was a nationwide
trend that affected every
place — so maybe we’re not
seeing a big nationwide or

even statewide trend affect-
ing home values now,” he
posited.

“We’re back to: assessed
value is a local issue,”
DeBoer added. “And a local
economy, and the local
assessing practice, is what
seems to be influencing the
changes.”

Indiana’s farmland is
assessed differently.

DLGF calculates a
rolling average using six
years of  capitalized net

operating income and net
cash rent. The highest
value of  the six is dropped
from the formula, and the
remaining five years are
averaged to determine a
base rate.

Another increase was in
the cards for the base rate,
to $2,390 per acre.

That would’ve come after
several straight years of
big jumps: from $1,500 in
assessment year 2022 to
$1,900 in 2023 and $2,280 in
2024.

Lawmakers intervened
via Senate Enrolled Act 1,
increasing the capitaliza-
tion rate in the formula’s
denominator to lower the
base rate. Now, it’ll be
$2,120 per acre, according
to a DLGF memo.

“Yep, that was a victory
for the (Indiana) Farm
Bureau,” DeBoer quipped.

The formula averages six
years to “iron out the
blips,” he said, but it also
can create a delay where
assessed values may keep
rising even as farm
incomes and commodity
prices are falling. The last
high pandemic-era value,
for example, won’t drop out
of  the formula until the
end of  the decade.

The average price of  top-
quality farmland was
$14,392 per acre in 2024,
according to a Purdue Uni-
versity Farmland Values
survey. Average- and poor-
quality farmland prices
averaged $11,630 and $9,071,
respectively.

Indiana AVs grow by 12%

Continued from page 1
Asked why Trump had

chosen to hit Japan and
South Korea first, Leavitt
said it was “the president’s
prerogative.”

“Those are the countries
he chose,” she added.

Leavitt said the adminis-
tration is “close” to secur-
ing agreements with some
other trading partners,
adding that Trump “wants
to ensure these are the best
deals possible.”

Following a rally to all-
time highs last week, the
S&P 500 was down about
1.1% as of  2:39 p.m. New
York time, while the Nas-
daq 100 Index fell 1.1%. The
Cboe VIX Index edged
about 18, while a gauge of
expected volatility in tech-
nology stocks traded at the
highest level in two weeks.

The dollar extended
gains after Trump’s
announcement, hitting the
highest level in more than
a week against a basket of
peers. The currencies
of  South Korea, South
Africa and Japan all fell
more than 1% against the
greenback.

Japanese automakers’
American depository
receipts fell to session lows
after Trump’s announce-
ment. Toyota ADRs fell
4.3% to session lows, while
Honda’s fell 3.9% to ses-
sion lows. The South
African rand fell 1.5% to a
session low.

For many of  the nations,
engaging Trump in trade
negotiations on his accel-
erated timeline has proven
difficult.

Even though Japan and
Korea are two of  the U.S.’s

closest allies in Asia,
they’re both dealing with
domestic situations where
cutting trade deals might
be risky politically. South
Korea President Lee Jae-
myung only took office
on June 4, and elections in
Japan’s upper house later
this month made the gov-
ernment of  Prime Minis-
ter Shigeru Ishiba reluc-
tant to offer too much in
concessions.

The European Union is
not expecting to receive a
letter setting tariff  rates
today, according to a per-
son familiar with those dis-
cussions, who spoke on
condition of  anonymity.

Trump has also threat-
ened to slap an additional
10% levy on “any country
aligning themselves with
the Anti-American policies
of  BRICS,” targeting the
bloc of  developing nations
led by Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South
Africa as they gathered for
a meeting in Rio de
Janeiro.

Leavitt on Monday said
Trump would “take any
action necessary to pre-
vent countries from taking
advantage of  the United
States and our people.”

Trump’s levies will help
fill the Treasury’s coffers
at a time when investors
are worried about the
nation’s mounting debt,
particularly after Con-
gress passed much of  the
president’s economic agen-
da in a $3.4 trillion tax cut
and spending package last
week. The dollar has
slumped and longer-term
borrowing costs remain
elevated.

Rates ...

Photo provided

Values for Hoosier houses collectively rose by less than commercial and industrial properties,
according to an annual ratio study. Commercial assessed value grew 16.07% in total, according to the
study, ahead of industrial assessed value, which increased 15.59%.



ACCULEVEL. YOUR
foundation repair and
basement waterproofing
experts. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or
concrete slab we’ll guide
you on the right path to a
healthy home. Act now!
Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free
consultation. 1-877-229-
0197
ADVERTISERS:  You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $300.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
BECOME A  Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution.
CALL FOR  Your Free
Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/hoosier
CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR  - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no
hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and
text, starting at just
$20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-
572-5165
DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-
844-244-7025 www.den-
tal50plus.com/hoosier
#6258
DIRECTV-  All your
entertainment. Nothing
on your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first
three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice
package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931
DO YOU  know what’s in
your water? Leaf Home
Water Solutions offers
FREE water testing and
whole home water treat-
ment systems that can
be installed in as little
one day. 15% off your
entire purchase. Plus
10% senior & military
discounts. Restrictions
apply. Schedule your
FREE test today. Call 1-
855-966-4836
DONATE YOUR  car,
truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-877-414-
2352 today!
FREEDOMCARE. LET
your loved ones care for
you and get paid!†Paid
by Medicaid. Choose
family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check
your eligibility today! Call
FreedomCare now! 1-
844-563-4012
IF YOU HAD KNEE OR
HIP REPLACE and suf-
fered an infection
between 2020 and the
present time, you may be
entitled to compensation.
Call Attorney Charles H.
Johnson 1-800-535-
5727
NEW WINDOWS  from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer - zero
down, zero payments,
zero interest for TWO
years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE!
Offer is valid for select
models. Labor not includ-
ed. Other restrictions
apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

THE  CLASSFIEDS
Find it  Buy It

Sell It!
(260) 726-8141 

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
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NO MORE  cleaning out
gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is the most
advanced gutter protec-
tion for your home,
backed by a no-clog
guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-877-361-
4260 to schedule a
FREE inspection and no
obligation estimate. Plus
get 20% off! Seniors and
military save an addition-
al 10%. Restrictions
apply, see representative
for warranty and offer
details.
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
PREPARE FOR  power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-866-
953-2203 today to
schedule a free quote.
It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.
PREPARE FOR  power
outages with Briggs &
Stratton
PowerProtect(TM) stand-
by generators - the most
powerful home standby
generators available.
Industry-leading compre-
hensive warranty - 7
years ($849 value.)
Proudly made in the
U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-877-798-0270

REPLACE YOUR  roof
with the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer
up to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off
install (for military, health
workers & 1st respon-
ders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-866-781-6023
SAFE STEP.  North
America’s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and
service. Now featuring
our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-855-743-
1911
SUNSETTER. AMERI-
CA’S  Number One
Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or
patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year lim-
ited warranty. Call now
and SAVE $350 today! 1-
855-801-2797
WE BUY  Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-
855-655-7718

0000  CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

4400  NNOOTTIICCEESS

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

9900  SSAALLEE  CCAALLEENNDDAARR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 925 West Race

Street, Portland IN  
FRIDAY AFTERNOON,

JULY 11TH, 2025
5:30 P.M.

REAL ESTATE
Single story home with
approximately 1036
square feet of living

space situated on a 52’
x 136’ lot.  Home fea-
tures include 2 bed-

rooms and 1 bathroom.
A new water heater was

installed recently.
Property also offers a
12’ x 14’ deck and a
detached garage with
approximately 720

square feet.  This prop-
erty will make a great
starter home or rental

investment property.
SUVñHOUSEHOLD
GOODSñTOOLS

2002 Geo Tracker with
144,00 miles, Whirlpool
side by side refrigerator;
Amana electric range;
Maytag washer; Amana
dryer; twin bed; Haier air
conditioner; 4 drawer
chest; kneehole desk;
glider rocker; leather

sofa; Power XL air fryer;
Bissell sweeper; electric
recliner; lamp stands;

coffee table; cement bird
bath; cement angel;
wood step ladder; and
other items not listed.
For more information or
private showing contact
GARY LOY, Auctioneer
and (260) 726-5160 or
KIM LOY, Real Estate
Broker at (260) 726-

2700.
PERSONAL PROPER-
TY WILL BE SOLD

IMMEDIATELY AFTER
THE REAL ESTATE.
SONJA YOHE ESTATE
BY AMBER WANKEN, 

PERSONAL REP
JOHN LARUE ñ

ESTATE ATTORNEY
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers 

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

110000  JJOOBBSS  WWAANNTTEEDD

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.
FOR SALE Hotpoint full
size electric range. Three
prong plug. Good condi-
tion. $275 cash or
cashiers’ check. Call
765-760-0272

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

220000  FFOORR  RREENNTT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, distri-
bution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

223300  AAUUTTOOSS,,  TTRRUUCCKKSS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

The Commercial Review
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COLUMN

Public Notice
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION
Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers of the City of Portland,
Jay County, Indiana that the Common Council of the City of Port-
land, appearing in the City of Portland Council Chambers, 1616
Franklin Street, Portland, Indiana 47371, on July 21, 2025 at 5:30
p.m. will consider the following additional appropriation in ex-
cess of budget for the current year.
2206-001-325 Aviation Repair & Maintenance $35,000
2204-001-325-001 Park Pool Repair & Maintenance $20,000
Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be
heard.  The additional appropriation as finally made will be re-
ferred to the Department of Local Government and Finance.
The DLGF will make a written determination as to the suffi-
ciency of funds to support the appropriations made within fif-
teen (15) days of receipt of a certified copy of action taken.

Lori Phillips, Clerk Treasurer
City of Portland

CR 7-9-2025 -HSPAXLP
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Sports on tap
Local schedule

Saturday
Jay County Summer swim hosts confer-

ence championships – 7:30 p.m.
Portland Rockets doubleheader vs. Fort

Wayne Blues – 1 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

8 a.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon (ESPN)
12 p.m. — UEFA Women’s Euro soccer: Eng-

land at Netherlands (FS1)
3 p.m. — UEFA Women’s Euro soccer: France

at Wales (FOX)

7:05 p.m. — MLB: New York Mets at Balti-
more Orioles (ESPN)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: Miami Marlins at Cincinnati
Reds (FDSN Indiana)

Thursday
8 a.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon (ESPN)

3 p.m. — UEFA Women’s Euro soccer: Finland
at Switzerland (FOX); Norway at Iceland (FS1)

3:30 p.m. — NBA 2K26 summer league: New
Orleans Pelicans vs. Minnesota Timberwolves
(ESPN2)

5:10 p.m. — MLB: Miami Marlins at Cincin-
nati Reds (FDSN Indiana)

5:30 p.m. — NBA 2K26 summer league:
Oklahoma City Thunder vs. Brooklyn Nets
(ESPN2)

8 p.m. — NBA 2K26 summer league: Los
Angeles Lakers vs. Dallas Mavericks (ESPN)

10 p.m. — NBA 2K26 summer league: San
Antonio Spurs at Philadelphia 76ers (ESPN)

Photo provided

Rookie winner
Pictured, players from Wings and Rings of Portland Junior League Rookie softball

display their rings after winning both the regular season and tournament titles.

Continued from page 8
Utah’s long been a breed-

ing ground for NFL tight
ends. In the past four
years, four Utes TEs (Cole
Fotheringham, Thomas
Yassmin, Dalton Kincaid,
and now Lohner) have
cracked pro rosters. Lohn-
er put himself  on a path to
becoming the fourth when
he decided to jump to Salt
Lake, arriving at Utah at
the end of  summer work-
outs in 2024.

He missed spring ball.
He hadn’t played organized
football since eighth grade.
Staffers had to literally
teach Lohner how to put
his pads on, at first, as Utes
head coach Kyle Whitting-
ham recalled.

He wound up barely see-
ing the field. Behind the

scenes, though, a grizzled
Utah staff  saw a gem.

“I really believe that
they’ve got themselves
something with Caleb,”
Whittingham said. “And
not to take anything away
from all our other guys,
because really, we like all
those guys as well.

“But Caleb’s kind of  an
anomaly.”

In one practice in BYU’s
2020-21 season, Burgess
was coaching on the base-
line in a team period when
Lohner barreled over big
man Kolby Lee to crash the
glass.

Lee, a 6-foot-9 mountain,
didn’t take too kindly to
Lohner’s aggression.
Peeved, he came roaring in
after an offensive rebound
to try to knock him on his

behind. Bruise for bruise.
Except Lohner didn’t

even budge, Burgess
recalled. Didn’t even recog-
nize it was a cheap shot.

“He just like, stands
there,” Burgess recalled,
“and kinda looks at him
like a bug hit him.”

The BYU assistant still
marvels over Lohner years
later, telling the tale of
another time he tried swip-
ing down to dislodge the
ball from Lohner and
wound up with a fractured
finger.

“I know these sound like
Bo Jackson-type stories,”
Burgess said. “But he has
this athletic ability and
this strength that’s really,
really powerful.”

Lohner’s game was fit
for football. None of  it was

finesse. He high-pointed
rebounds, smacked guys
around and dunked. It
translated, in his short
stint at Utah, to four touch-
down grabs in red-zone
packages.

Still, Lohner entered the
draft process this offseason
as a near-complete
unknown. Utah’s collective
ended up giving him an
NIL package to play bas-
ketball in 2024-25. Lohner
used it to pay for predraft
training. Uncle Mike, a
longtime entrepreneur
who’d built the Cowboys
Golf  Club in Dallas, con-
sulted longtime Cowboys
executive Stephen Jones
for advice.

Eventually, Mike wound
up pleading his nephew’s
case to a couple of  agents.

Jack Bechta, who’s repped
numerous NFL tight ends,
took a meeting with Lohn-
er in Salt Lake City and
came away impressed
enough to refer him to col-
league Jack Tabb.

“After looking at how he
could play basketball,”
Tabb recalled, “I was like,
‘(expletive), I’d be more
than happy to help you.’”

Tabb was once an NFL
tight end himself, latching
on briefly with the Saints
during Payton’s tenure.
And once or twice a week,
for half  a year, he’d hop on
Zooms with Lohner and
break down an NFL play-
book. And blocking
schemes. A crash course,
in real time, of  how to play
pro football.

There is little expecta-

tion that Lohner will con-
tribute for Denver in 2025.
Much of  the intrigue
around Lohner is project-
ing — a word Payton tossed
out after the Broncos draft-
ed him. But he took plenty
of  pass-catching reps in
minicamp, and Payton said
in June the rookie was
“coming around.”

True to form, Lohner
has little expectation for
the future, Uncle Mike
said. Wholeheartedly
focused, for now, on simply
making it past cut day in
late August.

Others, though, are lev-
eling the expectations for
him.

“I just think,” said Utah
defensive coordinator Mor-
gan Scalley, “he’s a future
star in that league.”

Lohner ...

By GINA MIZELL
The Philadelphia Inquirer
Tribune News Service

PHILADELPHIA —
Kyle Lowry has agreed to
return to the 76ers on a
one-year contract, a
source confirmed to The
Philadelphia Inquirer on
Monday evening.

Lowry, the North Philly
native and former Vil-
lanova star, will play his
20th NBA season and con-
tinue with his hometown
team after joining the
Sixers off  the buyout
market in February 2024.
This deal fulfills a wish
that Lowry vocalized dur-
ing his news conference
following the Sixers’ reg-
ular-season finale in
April, saying, “I still
want to play one more
year, and hopefully it’s
here.”

“The pride of  being a
Philadelphian and play-
ing for Philadelphia, you
want to figure out how to
be a part of  something
different and special,”
Lowry added then. “ …
This organization
deserves to be at the top
of  the top, and this city

deserves it. I want to be a
part of  that. Hopefully I
can.”

Lowry was hampered
by a hip injury for much
of  the 2024-25 season, lim-
iting him to 35 games.
The 39-year-old point
guard averaged 3.9 points
and 2.7 assists in 18.8
minutes per game. He
connected on only 35% of
his field-goal attempts.

Yet Lowry’s leadership
in the locker room and on
the bench during games
remains valuable.

He has a long-standing
relationship with Sixers
coach Nick Nurse, includ-
ing winning the 2019 NBA
championship together
with the Toronto Raptors.

Star point guard
Tyrese Maxey has credit-
ed Lowry with helping
him handle the mental
challenges of  countering
a variety of  defenses.
Jared McCain and VJ
Edgecombe — along with,
potentially, restricted
free agent Quentin
Grimes — are other
young guards who could
benefit from Lowry’s
tutelage.

Lowry will spend
20th season with
Philadelphia 76ers



Not many teams have been
able to push Jay County, and
Yorktown was no exception. As
a result, Jay County completed
a perfect regular season.

The Jay County Summer
Swim team beat Yorktown 724-
216 on Monday to finish the
regular season 7-0 in dual
meets.

Jay County captured 15 of
the 18 relays and claimed 43 of
the 59 individual events.

Ten tankers picked up three
individual victories, contribut-
ing to sweeps in the 8-and-
younger girls and the 15-and-
older boys. Hayden Guggen-
biller and Maddie Theurer
worked to handle the former

age group, while Cooper
Glentzer and Carson West-
gerdes took care of  the latter.

Other triple-even winners
were Graham Peterson (8-and-
younger), Emme Theurer (9-10-
year-old girls), Addisyn Champ
(11-12-year-old girls), Elly
Byrum (13-14-year-old girls),
Brooklynn Byrum (open 200-

meter freestyle and 15-and-
older girls) and Aubrey
Millspaugh (15-and-older
girls).

Backing the strong efforts at
the top were Laynie Mann,
Isabelle Byrum, Maria Laux
and Ben Fisher, who all
claimed two first-place finish-
es.

Also supporting the effort
with one victory each were
Carsyn Guggenbiller, Gabby
Gibson, Grant Glentzer, Lila
Wendel and Max Klopfenstein.

Jay County will close out the
summer season on Saturday at
9:15 a.m. as it hosts the Wabash
Valley Conference Champi-
onships.
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Jay summer swim finishes 7-0 in dual meets

By LUCA EVANS
The Denver Post
Tribune News Service

DENVER — To this day,
Mike Lohner doesn’t quite
know where his nephew
found the money. Or the
parts. Or why, really, he
decided to rebuild a 1960s-
era van from scratch, in
the summer of  2021.

The why has always
seemed less important
than the how, with Caleb
Lohner.

“There are those people
that plan out their life,”
Mike said. “And there are
people that sort of  go
where life leads them.”

Life led a younger Caleb
Lohner, before his sopho-
more year of  hoops at
BYU, to getting his hands
on a vintage camper. He
fixed up the engine. He
redesigned the interior.
The hours faded, and
Lohner once rushed to a
summer workout at BYU
with oil grease smeared
across his cheeks.

“Caleb, what?” BYU
assistant coach Chris
Burgess recalled asking
him then. “Go wash your
face off.”

“I tried,” Lohner
replied. “It’s all over the
place.”

This is how the now-
Broncos rookie has always

been. A “beautiful kid,”
Burgess called him. Lohn-
er plays guitar and surfs.
He preferred hopping in
Utah’s Provo River to hop-
ping in ice baths in the
training room at BYU. He
would plop himself  down
in Burgess’s office, in his
couple of  years there, and
chatter on about topics
much broader than sports.

They would eventually
talk about sports, because
the 6-foot-7 Lohner could
barrel through a brick
wall and jump higher
than 40 inches. For his
entire life, Lohner
believed he had a future in
basketball. But Burgess,
who spent a decade play-
ing basketball overseas
and another decade coach-
ing, often told Lohner he’d
make a good tight end in
football.

Everyone told him that,
really. Forever. On a
recruiting visit for Utah
basketball, Utes TEs coach
Freddie Whittingham — a
longtime family friend —
half-joked to Lohner he
should come out for foot-
ball. He shrugged it off.

But as a college hoops
career wound down at
Baylor, Lohner paused. He
told his uncle that he had a
deep belief  he was meant
to make a difference in

sports. And so, in May
2024, Lohner transferred
to Utah to play football.

One year later, a kid who
had four catches — whose
family had no idea how to
go about any kind of  draft
process — signed an NFL
contract. The pivot from
college basketball to pro

football was exceedingly
complicated. The reality
was simple.

Lohner wanted to do it.
And so he did.

“It’s like, ‘Of  course I’m
playing football — this is
what I do, and this is what
I’m working on,’” Burgess
said. “He’s not a worrier.

He’s not an overthinker.
He just gets things done.”

On April 26, before the
241st pick in the seventh
round, Sean Payton called
Lohner to tell him the
Broncos were taking him.
He added a sales pitch, too,
based on one of  his all-
time success stories with
the New Orleans Saints.

“Hey, you ever heard of
Jimmy Graham?” Payton
asked Lohner, as his Uncle
Mike recalled. “We’re
going to make you the next
Jimmy Graham.”

Lohner just nodded
along for the ride, like he’s
always done.

“Caleb, of  course, said,
‘Yeah,’” Mike Lohner
recalled. “‘Let’s do it.’”

The Graham compari-
son wasn’t a shock. Or
new. Far from it.

That comparison has
followed Lohner ever
since he arrived in Denver
— ever since the night he
was drafted, when Payton
brought up the former
Saints stud unprompted
when asked about Lohner.

Lohner, for his part, has
mostly shrugged it off.

“I try personally not to
hear it,” Lohner told The
Denver Post in May. “Just
because I’m on my own
journey, how I’m learn-
ing.”

That journey, though,
started with a look at Gra-
ham. Whittingham, Utah’s
tight ends coach for a
decade, grew up with
Lohner’s father in the
same neighborhood in
Provo and was sold for
years on the kid as a
future NFL pro.

After a disappointing
two years at Baylor that
saw him receive limited
minutes despite team suc-
cess, Lohner finally called
Whittingham and told him
he was considering the
transition. So Whitting-
ham, eventually, sat Lohn-
er and Uncle Mike down
for a PowerPoint presenta-
tion.

On one slide, Whitting-
ham put a picture of  for-
mer All-Pro Graham with
a side-by-side physical
comparison to Lohner.
Graham came into the
NFL at 6-foot-6 and played
four years of  college bas-
ketball before switching to
football. He recorded just
17 catches his senior year.
Lohner stood at 6-foot-7,
Whittingham pointed out,
and played four years of
college basketball.

“I just was saying,
‘They’re looking for guys
with traits like you,’”
Whittingham said.

See Lohner page 7

Broncos looking to make Lohner ‘the next Jimmy Graham’
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Caleb Lohner (84) of the Utah Utes
catches a touchdown pass over JD Drew (3) of the
Utah State Aggies during the first half of their game
at Maverik Stadium on Sept. 14, 2024, in Logan,
Utah.

Tucker Loucks
swims the freestyle leg
of the 8-and-younger
100-meter medley relay
for the Jay County
Summer Swim team on
Monday. Jay County beat
up on Yorktown 724-216
to finish the regular
season 7-0.


