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Jay County Conservation
Club will hold its 80th anniver-
sary celebration with a Float-
ing Lantern Feast-ival from
noon to 10 p.m. Saturday, May
24, at Hudson Family Park.
Food trucks will be available
from 5 to 10 p.m. and Cook and
Belle will perform during the
event.

Friday — Details from this
week’s Portland Board of  Avia-
tion meeting.

Saturday— Details from the
Jay County boys track team at
the sectional meet.

Wednesday — Coverage of
Tuesday’s Jay County Commis-
sioners meeting.

In review Coming up

David McClung, 82, rural
Portland
Details on page 2.

Deaths Weather

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  57 degrees Tuesday.
The low was 49.
There is a chance of  showers

tonight with winds gusting to 25
mph and a low in the lower 40s.
Expect mostly sunny skies Fri-
day with a high of  60.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
A rural Dunkirk man

who stole a dozen vehicles
and committed several bur-
glaries will serve three
years in prison.
Jay Circuit Court Judge

Brian Hutchison sentenced
Anthony T. Myers, 23, 10770
W. 200 North, on Tuesday to
various burglary and theft
charges, resulting in a total
prison sentence of  three
years.
Myers pleaded guilty

April 28 to four burglary
charges, all Level 5 felonies,
along with two Level 5
felonies for theft of  a
firearm, a Level 5 felony for
altering a firearm’s identi-
fying marks and 12 counts
of  auto theft, all Level 6
felonies.
Hutchison sentenced

Myers to four years in Indi-
ana Department of  Correc-
tions with two years sus-
pended for each of  his bur-
glary, alteration of  firearm
and theft charges, with
each sentence to be served
concurrently.
For the auto theft

charges, Hutchison sen-
tenced him to two years in
Indiana Department of
Correction with one year
suspended. Those sen-
tences will be served con-
current to one another and
consecutive to the burglary,
alteration of  firearm and
theft charges.
Myers was given credit

for time served and
assessed $189 in court costs.
Hutchison ordered him to
have no contact with those
who he robbed and to “stay
off  their property.”
According to a probable

cause affidavit filed in con-
nection with the case,
Myers broke into several
homes in Portland with the
intent to commit theft. He
also stole 12 vehicles.

See Serve page 2

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Conservation fire
Portland Fire Department firefighter Travis Theurer inspects the side of a building at Jay County Conservation Club

in the aftermath of a fire Wednesday. Several departments, including Portland and Redkey firefighters, responded to the
scene, quickly putting out flames shooting out of the eastern building.

By JOSEPH S. PETE
The Times (Munster)
Tribune News Service
Doral Renewables announced it

has secured $1.5 billion for the
Mammoth solar project in Pulaski
County that’s expected to be one of
the largest solar farms in the Unit-
ed States.
The Philadelphia-based renew-

able energy company lined up
financing for Mammoth South,
Mammoth Central I and Mammoth
Central II, each of  would generate
up to 300 MWac. It’s part of  the
broader 1.3 GW Mammoth solar

farm in Pulaski and Starke coun-
ties.
KeyBanc Capital Markets, Banco

Santander and HSBC Bank
USA helped arrange the construc-
tion debt financing. Truist Bank

also signed a $200 million tax equi-
ty commitment.
“We are proud to serve as coordi-

nating lead arranger for Doral
Renewables as they build out the
remaining phases of  the Mam-

moth Solar Complex,” KeyBanc
Vice President Nadav Hazan said.
“Our longstanding relationship
with Doral’s management team
has created a foundation of  trust
that enables transformative proj-
ects like this. We are excited to see
this collaborative effort pay off,
and we look forward to the impact
Mammoth will have on Indiana’s
economy going forward.”
Solar energy adoption across the

United States is becoming more
widespread, especially as utilities
transition away from coal.

See Project page 2

Doral approved for $1.5 billion project

By CAITLIN REILLY, 
LIA DEGROOT, 
JESSIE HELLMANN
and AIDAN QUIGLEY
CQ-Roll Call
Tribune News Service
WASHINGTON —

President Donald Trump urged
the House GOP to stop negotiat-
ing and pass his “big, beautiful”
filibuster-proof  reconciliation
bill Tuesday, with sharp words for
blue-state Republicans pushing
for more tax relief  and conserva-
tives seeking additional spending
cuts.
In an appearance during the

weekly GOP conference meeting,
Trump told conservatives to lay
off  Medicaid, scolded blue-
state Republicans for rejecting a
$30,000 cap on state and local tax
deductions, and urged the party
to increase the country’s borrow-
ing limit through the rest of  his
term, members leaving the meet-
ing said.
Trump’s Capitol Hill visit

comes as House GOP leadership
is trying to unite the party behind
the reconciliation package
they’re relying on to enact much
of  the president’s agenda.
“It’s not a question of  holdouts.

We have a tremendously unified
party. I don’t think we’ve ever had
a party like this,” Trump said,
heading into the meeting. “There
are some people that want a cou-
ple of  things that maybe I don’t
like or that they’re not gonna
get.”
But lawmakers leaving the

meeting told a different story.
Conservative hard-liners stuck to
their guns on needing more cuts
to Medicaid,
and Republicans from New
York rejected the president’s
insistence that they accept the
$30,000 “SALT” cap included in
the package.
Trump’s visit did little to move

the needle in support of  the bill,
leaving leadership where they

started the week: trying to strike
a balance between steeper cuts
needed to satisfy conservatives
without alienating centrists, and
finding space for more SALT
relief.
Republicans can afford to lose

no more than three GOP votes
and pass the partisan legislation.
After the meeting, Speaker

Mike Johnson said he was ready
to convene the holdouts in small-
er groups to try to reach a deal.
“What we’re leaving to do right

now is gather up this small sub-
group in the House Republican
Conference and tie up the
remaining loose ends,” Johnson,
R-La., said. “I’m very confident
that we’ll be able to do that.”

See Pushes page 2

Trump pushes house GOP

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

On to regional
Jay County High School freshman Brooklynn

Byrum (left) begins to celebrate with junior Paityn
Wendel after the former placed second in the 800-
meter run at the IHSAA Sectional 12 hosted by Delta
on Tuesday. Byrum’s time of 2 minutes, 28.67
seconds, fell 0.63 seconds short of first place, but
earned her a spot at the regional meet at Carroll on
May 27. For more on the meet, see page 8.

Dunkirk man
pleaded to
burglary
and theft

Myers
set to
serve
3 years

Pulaski County facility expected to be
one of the largest solar farms in the U.S.

Medicaid, tax relief
and spending cuts
are holding up bill

    
    

 
    

    
     
    

      
      

    
     

     
      

  
   

   
     
      
    
    

  

    
    

 

  
   

 

  

   

               
               

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

  

  
 

   

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

   

 
 

  
 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 
 

 

In review

Donald Kane, 90, New
Corydon

Details on page 2.

Deaths Weather
Jay County had a high tem-

perature of  89 degrees Tuesday.
The low was 66.

Tonight’s low will be in the
mid 60s with a 50% chance of
rain and thunderstorms possi-
ble. Friday’s forecast calls for a
high in the upper 70s and a 30%
chane of  rain.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Coming up
Friday — Coverage of  this

week’s Portland Board of  Avi-
ation meeting.

Saturday — Results from
the Jay County Lions Band
Contest.

Tuesday — Details from
the Portland Rockets’ regular-
season finale doubleheader.

Fort Recovery’s National
Night Out, which will include
free swimming, food and
other activities, is set for 5 to
8 p.m. Sunday at Ambassador
Pool.

Fort Recovery Friends of
the Arts will host its
Community Talent Night at 7
p.m. Sunday at Van Trees
Park’s Hein Amphitheater.

All consuming

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
A village.
A dragon.
Destruction.
A hero.
An epic battle.
It all seems a likely scenario

for an epic novel destined to
become a major motion picture.
The Marching Patriots are

bringing those elements to the
track.
Jay County High School’s

marching band, which will play
host to the annual Jay County
Lions Band Contest on Friday at
Jay County Fairgrounds, will
look to wow its home crowd
with its “Consumed.”
JCHS band director Chuck

Roesch points out that the story
is not conceptual or topical like
many previous shows, but is
about telling tale to the audi-
ence.
“For what we’re doing this

year, there’s a story line that’s in
there that we’re getting to expe-
rience,” said Roesch, whose
group will perform at 8:14 p.m.
Friday following an intermis-
sion. “Essentially, you have a vil-
lage that comes under siege
from a dragon. You have, in the
ashes of  all the debris, a hero
has to rise to meet the adversity.
Then you have the final conflict
of  the hero confronting the
threat.”
The story — the thematic

inspiration is based on Herman
Melville’s classic novel “Moby
Dick” — is told through three
musical movements, with the
first including an introduction
to the village and villagers fol-
lowed by the sudden attack of
the dragon. The second, tradi-
tionally the ballad, portrays the
rise of  the hero. The final move-
ment is the conflict, the battle of
good versus evil.
“Consumed” is meant to have

multiple meanings, up to the
interpretation of  the viewer.
“A lot of  times when we face

conflict in our lives, we get con-
sumed with justice, we get con-
sumed with fairness, we get con-
sumed with doing what’s right
…” Roesch said.
To help tell the story, the band

is utilizing an alternate uniform

this year along with the tradi-
tional panels, props and flags.
Rather than their standard

uniform jackets and hats, the
band members are dressed in
alternate attire with a medieval
tunic look to portray peasant
villagers. Ivey Godfrey of  Band
Today designed the uniforms as
well as the panels.

See Consuming page 2

Marching
Patriots

seek to draw
in audience
with the tale
of a hero By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review
FORT RECOVERY —

Village residents had the
opportunity Tuesday to
ask questions about the
proposed increase to
income tax.
Fort Recovery adminis-

tration and council mem-
bers met at the Cooper
Brothers Community
Pavilion in Community
Park to share details with
the community about
raising the income tax by
0.5 percentage points.

What would change?
Fort Recovery Village

Council will vote on a
third reading Monday
whether to move forward
with proposing an income
tax levy and placing it on
the ballot in November. If
passed, the village’s
income tax would
increase to 1.5% from the
current 1%.
As written into the pro-

posed ordinance, the vil-
lage will stop collecting
on its existing four real
estate tax levies if  the
income tax increase is
approved.
The village’s real estate

tax levies generate
$294,583 annually. With
the proposed income tax
increase, the village could
expect to gain anywhere
from $500,000 to $750,000
annually, an estimated
$200,000 to $450,000
increase from taxes col-
lected currently.
If  the village stops col-

lecting on the real estate
tax levies, village admin-
istrator Randy Diller esti-
mated, residents would
see a 14% decrease on
property taxes for their
homes. Those with non-
owner occupied houses
would see a 12% decrease,
and commercial business-
es and industries would
see an 18.4% decrease.
Fort Recovery residents

can calculate how much
they would save on their
property tax bills by
searching their property
tax information on audi-
tor.mercercountyohio.gov.

See Proposal page 2

By LESLIE BONILLA MUNIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
Indiana’s Natural Resources

Commission unanimously
approved new, permanent regula-
tions for carbon dioxide seques-
tration on Tuesday evening.
Among the provisions are defi-

nitions, agreements between pore
space owners and storage opera-
tors, transmission pipeline cer-
tificates of  authority, permitting,
insurance requirements, record-
keeping and more. The voice vote
came after impassioned appeals
from Hoosiers living near a
prominent pilot project led
by Wabash Valley Resources.
The company plans to pipe and

inject 1.67 million tons of  carbon

dioxide annually a mile below the
earth’s surface as part of  its plan
to produce anhydrous ammonia
fertilizer at a former coal gasifi-
cation plant in West Terre Haute.
Residents clashed with the

commission over its responsibili-
ties.
“I’m a simple farm girl … and I

don’t know anything about this,
but I do know that this meeting is

unlawful according to Indiana
Code,” said Vigo County resident
Whitney Boyce.
She accused the commission of

not posting the meeting agenda in
the required 48 hours ahead of
time, adding that the video from
Friday’s fiery public hearing has-
n’t been uploaded and comments
that day weren’t responded to.

See Rules page 2

Sequestration rules land final approval

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Audrey Evans spins her flag displaying a dragon’s eye during the Jay County High
School Marching Patriots’ performance Saturday during the Centerville Archway Classic. The
band is using alternate uniforms this year to create a medieval look to help tell the story of
a village attacked by a dragon and the rise of a hero. The band will take the track again Friday
night in the Jay County Lions Band Contest at Jay County Fairgrounds.

Jay County Lions Band Contest
The annual Jay County Lions Band Contest is scheduled for

7 p.m. Friday at Jay County Fairgrounds. The performance order
is listed below. There will be an intermission after Blackford.

Yorktown 7 p.m.
Randolph Southern 7:09 p.m.

Centerville 7:18 p.m.
Hagerstown 7:27 p.m.
Eastbrook 7:38 p.m.
Blackford 7:45 p.m.

Jay County 8:14 p.m.
Lincoln 8:23 p.m.

Anderson 8:32 p.m.
Spirit of Muncie 8:41 p.m.

Winchester 8:50 p.m.
Awards 9:15 p.m.

Provisions include insurance
and permitting requirements

FR looking
at increasing

its local
income tax

Primer
offered
on tax
proposal

Indiana Capital Chronicle

The Indiana Natural Resources Commission meets
at Spring Mill State Park’s inn on Tuesday.
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Donald Kane, New Cory-
don, April 15, 1935-July 15,
2025. No services are
scheduled.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  serv-
ices.
There is a charge for

obituaries, which are
accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Assigned
State Reps. J.D. Prescott

(R-Union City) and Matt
Lehman (R-Berne), both
of  whom represent Jay
County, were recently
appointed to interim
study committees.
Prescott will serve on

the Corn Marketing
Council.
Lehman will co-chair

the Artificial Intelligence
Task Force, vice-chair
the Legislative Council
Audit and Financial
Reporting Subcommittee
and the Oral History
Project Advisory Com-
mission and serve on the
Indiana Semiquincenten-
nial Commission, the
Interim Study Committee
on Commerce and Eco-
nomic Development, the
Legislative Council and
the Legislative State of
Emergency Advisory
Group.
Study committees work

during the summer and
fall to study policy issues.
Committee hearings

and agendas are available
at iga.in.gov.

Today
Ritter-Butz, Sandra: 7 p.m.,

Downing & Glancy Funeral

Home, 100 Washington St.,

Geneva.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Obituaries

Capsule
Reports

Continued from page 1
“When we settled on the story-

line, when we settled on the
theme, the traditional uniform is
a big disconnect,” said Roesch,
noting that plans are to return to
the traditional uniform in 2026.
“If  you’ve got a medieval setting
that you’re trying to take your
audience into, then there’s cer-
tain things that will help to
enhance the story and help to
enhance the setting, or detract
from it. …
“We maintained the school col-

ors as best we could because we
still want to have a Jay County
identity even though we’re going
with an alternate uniform this
year. (Godfrey has) done a really
great job of  taking our vision for

the show and helping to bring it to
life through the colors, through
the uniform look, through tying
in color themes across the visual
panels.”
The color guard flags feature a

dragon’s eye for the opening
movement, flames symbolizing
the destruction of  the village and
the hero’s sword.
Pulling the band more into the

storytelling aspect of  the show
and utilizing alternate uniforms
follows a recent trend of  some of
the state’s most successful bands,
including Kokomo and Muncie
Central.
“If  you look at the groups that

are competitive in the circuit,
alternate uniforms is kind of  the
new thing,” said Roesch, adding

that he believes the look is unique
and will help the Marching Patri-
ots stand out.
“Ordinarily through the years,

you let the guard tell the story and
the band was just a component
that from a vision standpoint you
weren’t expecting too much of  the
telling of  the story to come from
them,” he continued. “But more
recent trends in the marching
arts are full, comprehensive story-
telling from the group, and you
want to see the theme really as the
thread through every single thing
that you do.”
The band has competed with

Consumed once already, finishing
third behind the host Bulldogs
and Richmond in Saturday’s Cen-
terville Archway Classic.

Roesch’s goal is to have the full
show ready to go — many bands
perform partial shows early in
the season as they build toward
the state fair — for Friday’s con-
test at Jay County Fairgrounds
ahead of  band camp the follow-
ing week.
“I think thematically we’ve got

a lot of  the show’s loose ends
tied together,” he said. “I think
from start to finish it’s easy to
follow.”
“It’s a fun show,” he added.

“The music sounds amazing.
Alex Yoder’s done an incredible
job with the score. The kids real-
ly enjoy playing it. 
“So, hopefully we do a really

good job of  helping the audience
follow the storyline.”

Consuming ...

Continued from page 1
(The real estate tax

levies are listed on the tax
distributions page under
Fort Recovery Corpora-
tion as 2006 current
expense, 2007 current
expense, 2007 street
improvement and 2009
storm water control.)
Diller explained Tues-

day that village residents
working in other commu-
nities already at a 1.5%
income tax rate or folks
who are retired will not
pay more with the
increased income tax rate.
Those who live and work
in Fort Recovery, work in
Fort Recovery but live
elsewhere or live in Fort
Recovery and work in a
community with a 1%
income tax rate, however,
would see an increase.

Why change?
The village has been

collecting a 1% income
tax since 1982. (Voter
approval isn’t required for
income tax rates at 1% or
lower.) The current real
estate tax levies have been
on the books for more
than 30 years.
A majority of  surround-

ing communities collect at
a 1.5% income tax or high-
er, according to Diller. 
On Tuesday, he talked

about the real estate tax
burden in Ohio.
“Everybody saw, at

least myself  and most of
the people I talked to, saw
at least a 20% increase in
their taxes in the last cou-
ple years,” he said.
He said it can be a prob-

lem for those on a fixed
income.
Diller also pointed to

efforts at the state level to
relieve the tax burden on
residents. The income tax
increase and elimination
of  the real estate taxes, he
added, would shift the
burden away from proper-
ty owners and instead col-
lect from those who have
earned income in the vil-
lage.

Upcoming projects
He noted various proj-

ects the village will be
working on in the next
several years. They
include efforts to convert
the 41-year-old water
plant to a new treatment
system and add in
mechanical processes to
the wastewater lagoons,
with both projects esti-
mated at $3 to $4 million.
Also, Diller added, the vil-
lage in general will keep
up with infrastructure for
streets and utilities, as
well as opportunities for

industrial and housing
growth.
Fort Recovery has been

awarded various grants
for town improvements in
the last few years, includ-
ing $1.85 million for the
town’s new water tower —
it should begin operating
by the end of  the month
—  and $450,000 from the
state toward renovations
at Ambassador Pool. (An
assessment is being done
this week on the pool to
determine needs moving
forward.) However, those
grants don’t cover the
whole cost — the water
tower’s construction total
price came in around
$2.44 million.

••••••••••
Diller explained the

additional tax dollars
would provide a more reli-
able income to help pay
for future projects and vil-
lage needs.
He said he has been sug-

gesting the village look
into increasing the
income tax since 2007. At
that time, though, Fort
Recovery would have been
one of  the first communi-
ties in the area to increase
their rate.
“It came up again this

year, and it makes a lot of
sense for the village mov-
ing forward,” he said.

Proposal ...

Continued from page 1
Commission chair Bryan Poynter

assured attendees that state law was fol-
lowed.
“We do take public comment very

seriously,” he said. “… And I know that
there’s been some questioning of  post-
ing of  agendas and other things, and I
went back to make sure, and I just want
everybody to know that … we have post-
ed those accordingly.”

Impacted Hoosiers have criticized the
definitions as overly vague; denounced
eminent domain provisions; pushed for
stronger insurance requirements; and
sought details for emergency response,
among numerous public complaints.
“An emergency response plan in the

event of  a catastrophic rupture is some-
thing that needs to be shared with us,
the public,” Vigo County resident
Janet Cianteo said.

Rules ...

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$264 million

Mega Millions
6-10-24-35-43
Mega Ball: 1
Estimated jackpot:

$100 million

Hoosier
Tuesday
Midday
Daily Three: 6-9-0
Daily Four: 4-7-3-1
Quick Draw: 3-7-8-10-

11-12-19-24-26-27-37-41-45-
52-53-55-56-60-66-67
Evening

Daily Three: 1-6-4
Daily Four: 1-9-6-0
Quick Draw: 3-4-5-8-9-

19-22-32-33-45-50-53-59-61-
67-68-69-72-74-78

Ohio
Tuesday
Midday
Pick 3: 7-2-8
Pick 4: 4-0-4-8
Pick 5: 6-0-0-1-5
Evening
Pick 3: 2-2-7
Pick 4: 4-1-7-1
Pick 5: 7-1-3-7-1
Rolling Cash: 7-12-16-

19-32
Estimated jackpot:

$190,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

Lotteries

In 1754, King’s Col-
lege — it later became
known as Columbia
University — opened in
New York City. The
small academy started
with a class of  10 stu-
dents. Some of  its first
students and trustees
included the United
States’ first secretary of
the treasury, Alexander
Hamilton, and the
nation’s first chief  jus-
tice, John Jay. 
In 2012, longtime

Fort Recovery School
Board member Dan
Kahlig resigned after
serving nearly 15 years
on the board. 

In 2019, Jay County
Council approved tax
abatement for projects
totaling $5.13 million for
Minnich Poultry (five
years) and $1.02 million
for Reier Pullets (three
years). Minnich planned
to construct four new
laying barns at its facili-
ty on county road 300
North near the Ohio
line, expecting to add
four new jobs and help
keep 65 jobs. Reier
planned to construct
three pullet barns, with
an expectation of
adding two new jobs and
retaining two jobs. 

— The CR

CR almanac

81/69 82/71 83/67 83/69 88/74
Mostly

cloudy on Fri-
day with a 30%
chance of rain
and thunder-
storms.

Tuesday’s
weather
looks to be
mostly sunny
with heat
index values
in the upper
90s.

More rain
is in the fore-
cast for Mon-
day with a
50% chance
of showers.

Saturday’s
forecast shows
a 70% chance
of showers
throughout the
day, with a high-
er chance late.

Mostly
sunny skies on
Sunday when
there’s a 70%
chance of
showers.

Friday
7/18

Saturday
7/19

Sunday
7/20

Monday
7/21

Tuesday
7/22

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.60
Aug. corn ................4.65
Sept. corn ................4.60

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.60
Aug. corn ................4.55
Sept. corn ................4.45

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................4.47
Aug. corn ................3.04
Beans ......................10.25

Aug. beans................9.83
Wheat ...................... 5.12

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................4.35
Aug. corn ................4.33
Beans ......................10.25
Aug. beans..............10.05
Wheat ......................5.12

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.50
Aug. corn ................4.50
Beans ......................10.02
Oct. beans ...............9.62
Wheat ......................4.87

Friday
5:30 p.m. — Redkey

Town Council executive
session, park cabin, 50
Mooney St.
6:30 p.m. — Redkey

Town Council special
session, park cabin, 50
Mooney St.

Monday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-

land.
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.
6:15 p.m. — Portland

City Council public
hearing, council cham-
bers, fire station, 1616 N.
Meridian St.
6:30 p.m. — Fort

Recovery Local Schools,
community room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.
7:30 p.m. — Fort

Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
STITCH AND CHAT-

TER QUILT CLUB —
Meets from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on the third Thursday of
each month at Jay Com-
munity Center. Show and
tell is at 1 p.m. The club is
open to all ages and is for
anyone who wants to sew.
Bring unfinished projects
and a sewing machine. For
more information, call
Nan Weesner (260) 766-
9334.
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792. 
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.

Votaw St., Portland.
EN AVANT CLUB —

Meets at 1 p.m. on the
third Thursday of  each
month.
UNDERSTANDING

YOUR SUICIDE GRIEF —
Meets from 1 to 2:30 p.m.
the third Thursday of
each month. The support
group serves to help indi-
viduals who have lost a
loved one to suicide. To
register, contact
Stephanie Patterson at
(260) 251-3259.
ORGAN TRANSPLANT

SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet at 3 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month
in the IU Health Blackford
main conference room.
PORTLAND LIONS

CLUB — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. the third Thursday of
the month at Portland
Lions Civic Center, 307 W.
100 North. 
FORGET-ME-NOT — A

support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL MUSEUM — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the third Friday and Sat-
urday of  each month at
Webster Depot, 132 W.

Railroad St.
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. To learn
more information, please
call (260) 251-3259.
CINCINNATUS

LEAGUE — Will hold its
next meeting at noon Fri-
day, July 18, at Harmony
Cafe in Portland.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL MUSEUM — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the third Friday and Sat-
urday of  each month at
Webster Depot, 132 W.
Railroad St.
MUSEUM OF THE SOL-

DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
EUCHRE — Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1

to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.
BREAD OF LIFE COM-

MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come. 
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.
UNDERSTANDING

YOUR SUICIDE GRIEF —
Meets from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
the third Monday of  each
month. The support group
serves to help individuals
who have lost a loved one
to suicide. To register, con-
tact Stephanie Patterson
at (260) 251-3259.

Tuesday
JAY COUNTY PASTORS

AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 8 a.m. on the fourth
Tuesday of  each month at
Richard’s Restaurant.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE —
Will be played at 1 p.m.
each Tuesday. The public
is welcome to join for
euchre.
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Community Calendar

Photo provided

Marksman award
Luke Jellison of Troop 202 recently

attended scouting resident camp at Camp Chief Little
Turtle in Steuben County. He received his
marksmanship through Scouting America and the
National Rifle Association’s Marksman Award. To
obtain the award, Jellison had to shoot five
consecutive shots through the same hole at a
distance of 50 feet. He’s the first scout in Troop 202
to receive the NRA marksman honor.

DEAR ABBY: I have been mar-
ried to my husband for nearly 20
years and lived with him for three
years before marrying him. How
do you deal with a narcissistic
husband? I am tired of  the
manipulation — the fights he has
caused and then made to look like
I was to blame. 
The worst part is how he has

“punished” me. He often gives me
the silent treatment not for a day
or two, but for weeks, sometimes
months. He comes from an abu-
sive upbringing, and even though
I have tried to show him what he’s
doing is wrong, I can’t seem to get
through to him. I mentioned ther-
apy once, and he responded with
a big fat NO. 
The last episode was when he

sent me a text message claiming I
told one of  my friends how abu-
sive he is to me and that the police
were at our home inquiring about
the situation. (My friends know
we have fights, but abuse has
NEVER been mentioned.) I con-
tacted the police the next day and,
of  course, there never was a
police officer at our home the day
before. I am so mad at him that I
haven’t spoken to HIM in more
than two months. I have no idea
what to do. I hope you can help. —
SILENT NO MORE IN CANADA
DEAR SILENT NO MORE:

Your husband is more than
narcissistic — he is also emo-
tionally abusive and sadistic.
That you have tolerated his
behavior for 20 years (assum-
ing that it didn’t start until
after your marriage) is shock-
ing. The help you need is as
close as the office of  a licensed

marriage and family thera-
pist, not for him but for YOU.
Consult one and you will learn
how dysfunctional your hus-
band is and, hopefully, find the
courage to leave and live the
life you deserve. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: A very dear long-

time friend I’ll call Lois lives a
few hours from us in her vacation
home. We used to visit and some-
times spend the night there, but
her house smells awful. The smell
has worsened over time. We
never spend the night there now,
and our visits are shorter.
Lois has always owned one or

more indoor dogs that she lets
outside to go to the bathroom.
They also have access to a special
room inside where they can do
their business, but they also go
everywhere. Her ability to clean
up after them has diminished.
For years, we have avoided telling
her why we have shortened our
visits. Her husband died recently,
and we should be helping, but we
feel unwell being there. If  you
think we should tell her, how
should we do it? We don’t want to
hurt or embarrass her. — LOST
FOR WORDS IN THE SOUTH
DEAR LOST: If  Lois ASKS

why you no longer visit the

way you used to, tell her the
truth. Explain that you care
about her, but the odor (which
she’s likely so used to that she
doesn’t notice) makes you and
your husband feel unwell.
Suggest that allowing her dogs
to use her house as a bath-
room may not be healthy for
her, either, and offer to help
her find a cleaning crew to get
the place back in order. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I have been mar-

ried to my husband for eight
years. He lost his mom 22 years
ago. Ever since her cremation, he
has kept her ashes in the living
room. It scares me because I
believe in ghosts. I know it’s hard
to let go of  our dear ones. (I lost
my own mom a few years ago, so I
know the feeling.) How can I con-
vince him to take the ashes out of
the house or put them in the
ground without hurting him
emotionally? — SPOOKED IN
PENNSYLVANIA
DEAR SPOOKED: Honey, if

your late mother-in-law is
coming back to haunt you, she
will do it regardless of  where
her ashes are located. Yes,
your husband is having trou-
ble letting go of  the remnants
of  his mother, but he’s hurting
no one. She may “visit” you
SOONER if  you push her out
from under your roof. 

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
her at DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Gaslighting hits new level
Dear
Abby
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By MICHAEL J. HICKS
I have the very good fortune

to be living amid a veritable
golden age of  economic colum-
nists. There is such an informa-
tional cascade of  policy deba-
cles, silly ideas and mesmeriz-
ingly idiotic claims that the
hard part of  writing this col-
umn lies in picking the ripest
fruit from the cornucopia of
ridiculous.
The newest of  these comes to

us from New York’s mayoral
primaries. The Democratic win-
ner is 33-year-old democratic
socialist Zohran Mamdani, who
won by defeating former New
York Gov. Andrew Cuomo.
There are many reasons why

Mamdani might have won.
Cuomo is a serial sexual harass-
er, who had to resign as gover-
nor in the wake of  a criminal
investigation. That sort of
behavior seems more accept-
able for a federal cabinet posi-
tion these days, not the mayoral
race of  the world’s greatest city.
Mamdani has a compelling

personal story. He is young,
dynamic and optimistic about
the future. This is a significant
departure from the vitriolic
anger of  the GOP, and likely res-

onated with lots of  voters in
New York and elsewhere.
Mamdani identifies common

problems  —  housing costs are
high in New York, as are food
prices. However, he made the fre-
quent error of  mistaking the
cause of  these problems, leading
to silly policy prescriptions. Some
of  his ideas blow right past the
threshold of  ridiculously bad.
To fix high housing costs and

food prices, Mamdani proposes
rent controls and government-
owned grocery stores. The folly
of  rent controls is something
every economics professor teach-
es in college introductory eco-
nomics. The key lesson to this is
that price controls lead to long-
term shortages.
Ironically, the only place where

the U.S. has had any long-term
price controls is New York. The
shortages that resulted from

rental price controls dating to
World War II continued to plague
the city at least through the 1990s.
Indeed, apartment shortages
were a staple gag of  nearly every
other episode of  “Friends” and
“Seinfeld.”
Much of  the high costs of  hous-

ing in New York can be explained
by the city’s popularity and pro-
ductivity. For example, worker
productivity in New York City is
about 40% higher than in Indi-
ana. But, a large part of  the prob-
lem lies in government restric-
tions. Zoning, in particular, has
restricted new housing expan-
sion for decades. If  Mamdani was
serious about fixing the housing
problems in New York, he’d
unleash the free market, not hob-
ble it with more regulation.
As silly, counterproductive and

misguided as a rent control policy
might be, it is downright sensible
and clever compared to the
notion of  a city-run grocery store
providing an antidote to high
food prices.
A staple of  Cold War reality

was a photograph of  Boris
Yeltsin confronting an American
grocery store for the first time
— his face showing shock at the
selection and price.

New York is the world’s great-
est city, abuzz with entrepre-
neurs who, as Adam Smith
noted, are possessed with the nat-
ural human “propensity to truck,
barter and exchange.” Food in
New York is always going to be
more expensive than in Peoria,
Illinois, but the existence of  food
deserts and exorbitant prices is
not the fault of  free markets. It is
the fault of  government interfer-
ence in free markets.
If  Mamdani was serious about

bettering life for New Yorkers, it
would be through unleashing the
entrepreneurs among his con-
stituents. Dear reader, if  you
imagine a city-operated grocery
to be competitively priced, have a
better array of  choices or offer
more compelling service, you are
on par with those who imagine
that tariffs are paid by foreign
importers or will result in
increased factory production
here at home.
This abundance of  poor policy

ideas in today’s economic uni-
verse is a great gift to this scrib-
bler.
I know Fox News will soon

make much hay of  Mamdani’s
bizarre policies, as well they
should. But I have some advice

for readers on how to deal with
the economic folly of  others. It is
a military dictum from my
youth.
We Hoosiers should be glad for

a Mamdani candidacy — some-
where far, far away. As Ameri-
cans, we live in a large and glori-
ous laboratory of  ideas. We
should watch thoughtfully as
someone else sprints out and
draws the proverbial fire of  bad
economic ideas — as is Mam-
dani. Be certain that the rest of
the U.S. is doing the same with
us, and getting plenty of  lessons
as well.
In the meantime, we should be

far more focused on policies that
hamper our freedom and eco-
nomic progress. We have plenty
of  those problems here at home
and in our national policy envi-
ronment. Let other folks, be they
New Yorkers or Chicagoans,
struggle with their own folly.

••••••••••
Hicks is the director of  the Cen-

ter for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball distinguished profes-
sor of  economics in the Miller Col-
lege of  Business at Ball State Uni-
versity. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.

Poor policy ideas seem to be everywhere
Michael
J. Hicks

The Dallas Morning News
Tribune News Service
National security experts and

former diplomats have told us
that an effective way to hurt Mex-
ican cartels is to cut off  access to
their money. The Trump adminis-
tration is rightly ramping up
scrutiny of  bank transactions
along the U.S.-Mexico border in a
move intended to curtail money-
laundering activities.
Under a new directive from the

U.S. Treasury agency in charge
of  safeguarding the financial sys-
tem, banks and money service
businesses in certain border ZIP
codes now have to report transac-
tions of  $200 or more. Previously,
the minimum threshold for
reporting was $10,000.
In Texas, this order affects

Cameron, El Paso, Hidalgo, Mav-
erick and Webb counties. While
this measure will make banking

more burdensome, it might have
real impacts on the financial
maneuvering of  cartels, which
rely on American and Mexican
banking systems to exchange
money with little consequence.
Much of  the drug trafficking
business relies on small cash
deposits to evade detection.
The U.S. Treasury Department

is also pointing fingers at three
Mexican financial firms, accus-
ing them of  laundering millions
of  dollars in connection with fen-
tanyl trafficking by drug cartels.
One of  the firms, Vector Casa de

Bolsa, is controlled by a man who
served as chief  of  staff  for for-
mer Mexican President Andrés
Manuel López Obrador.
The Trump administration

alleges that Vector, a brokerage
firm, is involved in money laun-
dering in connection with illicit
opioid trafficking. According to
the Treasury Department, a
Sinaloa cartel “mule” laundered
$2 million using this firm. Also,
between 2018 and 2023, Vector
allegedly made over $1 million in
payments on behalf  of  Mexican
companies to Chinese companies,
known for shipping precursor
chemicals used to manufacture
fentanyl.
Linking a former president’s

ally with money laundering is a
thorny situation for the U.S. gov-
ernment. Mexican President
Claudia Sheinbaum has demand-

ed “convincing evidence” of  the
alleged illicit money laundering.
However, a Mexican nonprofit
watchdog group recently report-
ed that the Mexican government
has been aware of  Vector’s suspi-
cious transactions at least since
2024.
According to Mexicanos Con-

tra la Corrupción y la Impunidad,
two figureheads linked to former
Mexican government official
Genaro García Luna transferred
over $40 million to Vector. A U.S.
court convicted García Luna,
Mexico’s secretary of  public
security from 2006 to 2012, of  drug
trafficking charges two years ago.
Despite Sheinbaum’s protests to
U.S. officials, Mexico’s attorney
general opened its own investiga-
tion into Vector a few days ago.
Mexican cartels have other

means to move money, including

Chinese money launderers and
cryptocurrencies. Our govern-
ment needs to consider other
measures to safeguard our finan-
cial systems from money laun-
dering.
For years, tackling money laun-

dering has been a weak spot in
U.S.-Mexico relations, dating
back to the failed Merida Initia-
tive, a U.S. assistance program to
combat drug trafficking that was
phased out when the López
Obrador government ceased
cooperation.
Our government should look

for every opportunity to cooper-
ate with Mexico on security
strategies, but there will be times
when U.S. officials will have to
pursue measures unilaterally. We
should do what’s in our power to
block the flow of  cash to and from
cartels.

Cutting off cash is smart strategy
Guest
Editorial



The Commercial Review
Thursday, July 17, 2025 Church Page 5

(260) 726-9345
115 E. Main St.

Portland, IN

www.portins.com

Baird-Freeman 
Funeral Home

� e Teeter Family

221 N. Meridian St
Portland, IN 47371
(260) 726-7171

Great Food,
No Bull!

1204 W. Votaw  Portland

(260) 726-9647

Used Auto and 
Truck Parts

1127 S. Detroit Ave.
Portland, IN 47371

(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautopartsinc.com

All inventory online

(260) 726-6263
1100 N. Meridian St.   

Portland, IN

Portland True Value

Behind every project is a

Shop Local
Save Time • Save Money

Williamson,
Spencer & Penrod
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Todd & Rob Penrod

“Serving As We 
Would Be Served”

From 2 Convenient Locations
PORTLAND (260) 726-7111
PENNVILLE (260) 731-8811

Complete Septic 
Systems

Backhoe • Dozer 
Hauling • Trenching 

Drain Cleaning
3042 West 400 North,

Portland
p 260.726.2230

MAY 
FINANCIAL

GROUP, LLC

JEFF HALL
your hometown agent 

for over 30 years
(260) 729-5200

LIFE • HEALTH
INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
MEDICARE

SUPPLEMENTS
ANNUITIES

Classique
Beauty Salon

Candi Hatzell 206 S. Main St.
Dunkirk, IN

(765) 768-7375

Rose Morgan,
CPA

Income Tax Preparation

Accounting/Bookeeping

Payroll & Payroll Taxes

202 South Main Street
Dunkirk, IN 47336
Ph. 765-768-6716

8
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Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.

All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist
204 E. Arch St., Portland
Josh Arthur
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m., 11

a.m.
asburyministries.org

Bellefountain
United Methodist
440 S. 600 East 
Pamela Freeman
Services: 9 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East
Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist
301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in

umc.org

Christ Chapel
2535 Wabash Road, Fort

Recovery
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)
8472 S. 800 East, Union

City
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy
797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-

tland
Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the
Brethren
Floral and Chicago

avenues, Portland
Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God
South Broad Street,

Dunkirk
Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.

Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville
190 W. Main St., Pennville
David Davidson
(260) 202-9718
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St.,

Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County
2875 E. 200 South
Pamela Freeman
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Mark Acree
(260) 251-0987
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcen-

ter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman
(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40 a.m.,

5 p.m.

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 
341 S. Meridian St., Red-

key
Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m. and 6

p.m.; 7 p.m. Wednesday

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene
401 E. Boundary St., Fort

Recovery
(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Kids vision and teen

ministries: 6 p.m. Wendes-
day
frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist
309 E. Boundary St., Fort

Recovery
Rev. Carol McKay
(304) 617-0101
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 
468 E. Washington St.,

Dunkirk
Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist
100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the
Brethren
Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist
435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67,

Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
Services: 8 a.m., 4:30 p.m.

Saturday 

Hopewell of
Life Ministries
County road 200 South, 2

miles east of  Indiana 1
Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic
506 E. Walnut St., Port-

land
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Fr. Martin Sandhage
(260) 726-7055
Services: 5:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians
403 Sharpsburg Road,

Fort Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
Community Church
216 W. Pleasant St.,

Dunkirk
Scott McClain
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist
County roads 600 East

and 200 North
Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine
4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship
1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 223-2961
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist
5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian
1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist
829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland Church of
Christ
1217 W. Votaw St., Port-

land
Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Bible class: 9:15 a.m.
Services: 10:20 a.m.
Bible School: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday
portlandcoc.com

Portland First
Church of Nazarene
920 S. Shank St., Portland
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God
4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-

Randolph county line)
Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries
9811 W. Indiana 67, south-

west of  Redkey
Rev. Craig and Robin

Cotherman
(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian
Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist
122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 
801 W. High St.
Fred Stevens
(765) 369-2676
redkeynaz.org
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ
3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries
228 S. Meridian St., Port-

land
Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
3984 N. 550 West, Portland
Pastor Mike Heckman
(615) 517-1017
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Bible study: 6 p.m. Wed-

nesday

Sugar Grove Church
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester
4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.
churchatwestchester.org

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)
pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity ArchBridge
Church
323 S. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Dan Vore
(260) 726-8391
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Services: 10:15 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Interim Pastor Chris

Kruchkow
(260) 849-0687
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene
County road 900 North

(Jay-Wells county line)
Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ
204 W. Walnut St., Port-

land
Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof -

christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Robin Owen
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@gm

ail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.



CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

to publication. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa
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Continued from page 8
On the other side of  the

ball, Heniser was dealing
for Portland. He struck out
the first two batters and
while he gave up a double to
the third, a perfect throw
from Pratt to White got
Justin Cox out at third base
to end the first inning. He
gave up a single and a walk
in the second, but a third
strikeout and a 6-4-3  double
play kept all the runners at
bay.
Heniser struck out the

first batter of  the third
inning and threw three
straight balls before being
removed mid-at bat due to a
blister on his hand.
Cody Rowles had to take

his warmup pitches on the
mound rather than the
bullpen after getting thrust
into the game. While he
threw the fourth ball to
issue Heniser’s walk to
Brock Zickgraf, he got the
next two batters to ground
out without much trouble.
“I just focused on making

sure I hit my spots,” Rowles
said. “I didn’t have time to
get warm, so I just needed
to throw fastballs that first
inning then go get warm
and be ready to come back.”
Rowles ran into a bit of

trouble in the fourth
inning, giving up a pair of
doubles to Cox and Carter
Stephenson and a single to
Luke Gilman that allowed a
pair of  runs to cross.

He bounced back to
strike out the side in the
fifth inning.
“I was just really (mad)

and wanted to make sure I
didn’t give up any more
runs after that,” Rowles
said of  the dominant fifth
frame.
Rowles threw two more

scoreless innings to end his

night two two earned runs
on three hits, three walks
and three strikeouts.
Nathan Musleman and

Tyler Reynolds did their
jobs in the eighth and ninth
innings to put the Chiefs
away as they combined for
one unearned run on zero
hits, one walk and two
strike outs.

In general, the Rockets’
defense backed up their
pitchers throughout the
game. The only hiccups
prior to a pair of  botched
ground balls in the ninth
inning that led to a run was
a failed pickoff  that Kenny
Bailey didn’t hold onto at
first base. 
“We had a double play, a

nice throw to third to nail
a runner in the first
inning and we had great
outfield catches,” Miller
said. “If  we play like that,
we have a chance to be a
force come tournament
time.”
While the pitchers kept

Muncie’s bats quiet, the
Rockets’ lineup continued
to push runs across.
The Rockets scored a

run in the third inning on
a blast by Joel Kennedy
that landed in the woods
beyond left field as Pratt
came home on a fielder’s
choice hit by Trey Pullins.
Two more runs scored

in the fourth on a passed
ball and a fielder’s choice
to put Portland up 6-2. It
went three-up, three-down
in the sixth inning, one of
two innings it didn’t score,
but came back with anoth-
er pair in the seventh.
Those runs came on a wild
pitch and an error by
Gilman at shortstop.
“Whenever Joel

Kennedy’s here, it’s elec-
trifying,” Miller said, ref-
erencing the home run.
“Several guys had a lot of
at bats tonight and I think
it’s a great night.”
The Rockets will close

out the regular season
with a trip to Fort Wayne
to face the Jackers today
and a doubleheader on
Saturday against the Roy-
als.

The Commercial Review
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SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquÈ,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

The Commercial Review
Thursday, July 17, 2025 Classifieds Page 7

60 SERVICES 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find in

The Commercial Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a new home, 

to a new job, the Classifieds deliver!

Go to thecr.com or call

260-726-8141

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE

COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW

up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141 READ THE CR THEN RECYCLE

Local schedule
Today

Portland Rockets at Fort Wayne Jack-
ers – 7:15 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

6 a.m. — The Open golf: The Open
Championship (USA)

3 p.m. — UEFA Women’s Euro soc-
cer: Sweden at England (FOX)

4:30 p.m. — NBA 2K26 summer
league: Indiana Pacers at New York
Knicks (FDSN Indiana)

7 p.m. — NBA 2K26 summer
league: San Antonio Spurs at Charlotte
Hornets (ESPN)

7 p.m. — Joker’s Jackpot at Eldora
Speedway (FS1)

7 p.m. — Athletes Unlimited Soft-
ball: Bandits at Volts (ESPN2)

9 p.m. — NBA 2K26 summer
league: Boston Celtics at Los Angeles
Lakers (ESPN)

9 p.m. — World Long Drive golf
(ESPN2)

11 p.m. — NBA 2K26 summer
league: Denver Nuggets at Los Angeles
Clippers (ESPN2)

Friday
10 a.m. — NFL: Flag football Cham-

pionships (ESPN)
1 p.m. — NFL: Flag football Champi-

onships (ESPN2)
2 p.m. — The Open golf: The Open

Championship (USA)
3 p.m. — UEFA Women’s Euro soc-

cer: Spain vs. Switzerland (FOX)
5 p.m. — NFL: Flag football Champi-

onships (ESPN)
5 p.m. — ARCA Menards Series:

General Tire 150 (FS1)

7 p.m. — USL Championship soccer:
Detroit City vs. Pittsburgh Riverhounds
(ESPN2)

7 p.m. — The Basketball Tourna-
ment: War Ready vs. X-Rayted (FS1)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds
at New York Mets (FDSN Indiana)

8 p.m. — WNBA 2025 3-Point and
Skills Challenge (ESPN)

8:05 p.m. — MLB: Detroit Tigers at
Texas Rangers (FOX)

9 p.m. — PLL lacrosse: Utah Archers
at Carolina Chaos (ESPN2)

9 p.m. — The Basketball Tourna-
ment: La Familia at Stroah’s Squad
(FS1)

Local notes
Partnership announced

Ball State University will be partner-
ing with Indy Eleven to provide free train-
ing for youth coaches in Indiana on

August 2.
The in-person training session will be

at Michael A. Carroll Stadium in Indi-
anapolis. It will be a one-hour workshop
focused on building positive, youth
development-focused coaching prac-
tices.

Those who attend will receive a tick-
et to the Indy Eleven soccer match and
Professional Growth Points for those
going for a teaching license.

Tickets available
Jay County Junior-Senior High School

will begin selling its super and season
tickets on Monday, July 21 from 8 a.m.
until noon and from 1 p.m. until 7 p.m.

After July 21, tickets will be available
during the high school’s office hours
which are between 7:30 a.m. and 2:30
p.m.

Regular season tickets for individual

varsity events will cost $7, while admis-
sion to JV, freshman or junior high
events will be $6 for adults.

The Patriot Pass, which gets you into
all high school and junior high events
costs $115. The Senior Patriot Pass for
those 65 and older will be $70.

Other deals are as follows:
•High School Adult Super tickets -

$90
•Senior Super Tickets - $55
•Pre-Paid Sports Pass - $60
•Basketball season pass - $60
•Football season pass - $25

Outing scheduled
United Way will be hosting a golf out-

ing at Portland Golf Club on August 2.
Registration will begin at 11:30 a.m.

with the teams teeing off at 12:30 p.m.
Teams can register for $250 each, with
lunch included, at

unitedwayjaycounty.org or by going to
Portland Golf Club.

Prior to the golf outing, there will be
a freewill pancake and sausage break-
fast from 7:30-10:30 a.m.

After golf there will be a family fun
night. It will cost $40 for two adults and
two kids to play nine holes and eat.
There will be live music by Ken Bantz, a
bounce house and fireworks.

Next race set
The next race in the Adams County

Challenge series is the Swiss Days
Race in Berne on Saturday, July 26 at
8:15 a.m.

There will be a 1-mile kids run and a
5K race. To register, visit adamscoun-
ty5kchallege.com.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap”, email details to sports@thecr.com

Sports on tap

Rowles ...
Box score

Muncie Chiefs
vs. Portland Rockets

Muncie 
ab r h bi

Luce ss 4 0 0 0
Diebold c 3 0 0 0
Cox p 3 1 2 0
Gilman 1b 4 1 2 1
Stephenson 2b 4 0 1 2
Yagey rf 1 0 0 0
Lewis lf 3 0 0 0
Estep 3b 3 0 0 0
Zickgraf cf 2 0 0 0
Kahle eh 3 0 0 0
Ladd eh 2 1 0 0
Totals 31 3 5 3

Portland (21-7)
ab r h bi

Heniser p 2 3 1 0
White 3b 3 2 2 0
Kennedy eh 3 1 1 1
Heitkamp c 2 0 1 1
Faulkner ss 4 0 0 0
Pratt 2b 4 1 2 0
Pearce cf 4 0 1 0
Ludike lf 3 0 0 0
Pullins rf 4 0 1 1
Bailey 1b 3 0 0 0
Totals 32 7 9 3

Muncie     000 200 001 — 3
Portland    111 120 20X — 8

LOB — Muncie 8, Portland 7. 2B
— Muncie 3 (Cox 2, Stephenson),
Portland 4 (Pratt 2, Heniser,
Heitkamp). HR — Portland 1
(Kennedy). SB — Muncie 2 (Luce,
Zickgraf).

IP H R ER BB SO
Muncie
Cox 2 3 2 1 1 2
Luce 2 4 2 2 1 0
Yagey 2 2 2 0 1 0
Diebold 1 0 2 0 3 0
Ladd 1 0 0 0 0 0

Portland
Heniser 2.1 2 0 0 2 4
Rowles 4.2 3 2 2 3 3
Musleman 1 0 0 0 0 1
Reynolds 1 0 1 0 1 2

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Evan Pearce slides to catch a shallow fly ball in center field during
the Rockets’ 8-3 win over the Chiefs on Tuesday.

Continued from page 8
“Ain’t nothin but love there,”

Bryant wrote of  his relation-
ship with O’Neal.
“It’s all good bro,” Shaq

responded.
Bryant and his daughter

Gianna were among the nine
people who died in a Jan. 26,
2020, helicopter crash in Cal-
abasas. O’Neal was one of  the
speakers at the Feb. 24, 2020,
memorial service for “my
friend, my little brother Kobe
Bryant and my beautiful niece
Gigi.”
“Kobe and I pushed one

another to play some of  the
greatest basketball of  all time
and I am proud that no other
team has accomplished what
the three-peat Lakers have done
since the Shaq and Kobe Lakers
did it,” O’Neal said. “And some-
times like immature kids, we
argued, we fought, we bantered,
we assaulted each other with
offhand remarks on the field.
Make no mistake, even when
folks thought we were on bad
terms, when the cameras are
turned off, he and I would
throw a wink at each other and
say let’s go whoop some ass.
“We never took it seriously.

In truth, Kobe and I always
maintained a deep respect and
a love for one another.”

Kobe ...

Sandy
Koufax
awards

The Portland Junior
League Sandy Koufax
baseball division gave out
awards following the
conclusion of the season.
Pictured from left are Mr.
Baseball Grant Fennig and
Rookie of the Year Bryce
VanSkyock.

Photo provided
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Sports
Thursday, July 17, 2025

Get all of your local 
sports information online 
by visiting thecr.com

Rockets face the Fort
Wayne Jackers today,

see Sports on tap

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review
Everything was working for

the Rockets.
The offense consistently pro-

duced runs, all four pitchers
put in solid efforts and the
defense was sharp for a major-
ity of  the game. That combina-
tion produced an easy win over
the Chiefs.
The Portland Rockets played

a complete game Tuesday
evening in its 8-3 beating of  the
Muncie Chiefs.
“That was probably one of

our best games this year,” said
coach Randy Miller. “We’ve
been playing some good base-
ball now. We’ve got a little swag
and won the Fort Wayne
League. They’re a younger
team so this is an opportunity
for us to get our reps in mid-
week. But it’s a baseball game
and they threw some skilled
guys and we looked like we
could hit the ball and we threw
well too.”
A pair of  wins and two for-

feits over the weekend official-
ly locked the Rockets (21-7) into
the top spot in the conference
to earn them a bye into the
semifinal on July 25 at Runkle-
Miller Field.
They kept the ball rolling

right away against the Chiefs.
Portland’s first run came in
the first inning after Crosby
Heniser drew a walk and
moved to second on a Corban
White single, hit third after a
wild pitch and crossed home
on Jonny Heitkamp’s sacrifice
fly.
Cameron Pratt made a trip

around the bases in the second
with a double, a throwing error
by catcher Luke Diebold and a
passed ball.

See Rowles page 7

Rowles rescues Rockets
Jay grad throws four solid innings after injury to help Portland beat Chiefs

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Cody Rowles throws a changeup during the Portland Rockets’ 8-3 win over the Muncie Chiefs on Tuesday. Rowles
came in to relieve Crosby Heniser in the middle of the third inning after Heniser developed a blister on his throwing hand.

By CHUCK SCHILKEN
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service
LOS ANGELES —

Shaquille O’Neal has an
issue with a recent rank-
ing of  the all-time best
NBA players.
On Monday, Bleacher

Report released its list of
the “top 100 NBA players
ever,” based on a compila-
tion of  rankings from a
“legion of  B/R NBA
experts, writers and edi-
tors.”
O’Neal finished just out-

side the top five. He didn’t
seem to have an issue with
that.
Shaq’s beef  was with

the placement of  his for-
mer Lakers teammate, the
late Kobe Bryant, who
landed outside of  the top
10.
“Kobe at 11 is criminal,”

O’Neal wrote on X in the
comments of  a Bleacher
Report post that revealed
the list’s top 20. He left his
comment a little more
than an hour after the
original Bleacher Report
post went live.
Here are the 10 players

ranked ahead of  Bryant,
in order from the top:
Michael Jordan, LeBron
James, Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar, Magic Johnson,
Bill Russell, O’Neal, Tim
Duncan, Larry Bird, Wilt
Chamberlain and Stephen
Curry.
Bryant is followed on

the list by Hakeem Olaju-
won, Kevin Durant, Oscar
Robertson and Jerry West.
O’Neal has made no

secret of  his feelings on
where Bryant ranks
among the league’s all-
time greats. In 2023, the
Diesel told The Los Ange-
les Times that his “first
team” on such a list would
be himself, Bryant, Jor-
dan, Johnson and James.
(Coming off  the bench

for O’Neal on that hypo-
thetical team were Curry,
Allen Iverson, Duncan,

Karl Malone, Isiah
Thomas and Abdul-Jab-
bar.)
Last month, in connec-

tion with the Netflix
docuseries “Power Moves
with Shaquille O’Neal,”
Shaq revealed another
personal top 10 list in
which he ranked Bryant at
No. 2, behind Jordan and
just ahead of  James.
Bryant ranks fourth in

all-time NBA scoring
(33,643 points) and his
“Mamba Mentality” work
ethic is still cited as a
major influence on cur-
rent athletes. He spent the
first eight years of  his
career as Lakers team-
mates with O’Neal, with
L.A. winning three NBA
titles during that span.
Those Lakers also lost to

the Detroit Pistons in the
2004 NBA Finals. Soon
after, O’Neal was traded to
the Miami Heat, with ten-
sion between the two
superstars seen as one of
the main reasons for the
move. O’Neal won another
NBA title with the Heat in
2006. Bryant won two
more with the Lakers, in
2009 and 2010.
Over the years, O’Neal

and Bryant acknowledged
their rocky relationship
as teammates but also
insisted that they actually
were close friends.
“I just want people to

know that I don’t hate you,
I know you don’t hate me. I
call it today a ‘work beef,’
is what we had,” O’Neal
told Bryant on “The Big
Podcast with Shaq” in
2015.
“We had a lot of  dis-

agreements, we had a lot
of  arguments,” he said
later. “But I think it fueled
us both.”
Years later, when it

appeared their feud might
be heating up again, the
two NBA greats took to
social media to nip that
notion in the bud.
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Shaq takes issue
with Kobe not on
all-time top 10


