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In review
Kathy Lawrence of  Encom-

pass will share a presentation
on seniors and their mental
health during John Jay Center
for Learning’s Senior Lunch
and Learn Series Aug. 7. Lunch
begins at 11:30 a.m. with the
presentation to follow. Reserva-
tions are $5. The event is intend-
ed for seniors 55 years old and
older.

Mitchell Brenner, 63,
Muncie

Details on page 2.

Deaths Coming up
Thursday — Results from

the JCHS girls golfers in the
Bellmont Invitational.

Friday — Coverage of  the
FRHS girls golf  team at the
Gary Broering Invite.

Saturday — Details from
Thursday’s Portland Board of
Works meeting.

The high temperature was 80
degrees Monday in Jay County.
The low was 60.

Expect a low in the mid 60s
tonight. Skies will be mostly
sunny Thursday with a high in
the mid 80s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Weather

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

State legislation passed this
year is going to impact tax fund-
ing for local government units in
the coming years.

What has been missing is a
clear picture of  the depth and
breadth of  that impact.

Jay School Corporation now
has a better idea of  what to
expect.

Jay School Board heard a pres-
entation from Brent Habegger of
financial consulting firm Baker
Tilly on Monday about the expect-
ed impact of  Senate Enrolled Act
1, with superintendent Jeremy
Gulley saying he expects difficult
decisions are ahead.

The board also gave business

manager Shannon Current per-
mission to advertise the 2026
budget and approved a renewal of
its health insurance plan for
employees with Physicians
Health Plan of  Northeast Indiana
at a 5.4% increase.

Habegger outlined the follow-
ing changes to tax revenue as a
result of  SEA1:

•Overall homestead tax
deductions will increase over
the next five years.

•Homestead tax credits will
increase beginning in 2026.

•Property tax deductions and
credits will increase over the
next five years for agricultural
land.

•The business personal prop-

erty minimum for taxes will
increase to $2 million in 2027,
up from $80,000.

•Local income tax distribu-
tions to schools will end in 2028.

“A lot of  moving parts with
the new legislative impacts
from 2025,” said Habegger.

He advised the board to
expect minimal increases in

money for the education fund,
and that any new revenue for
the operations fund could be
offset by tax credits and sunset-
ting taxes. He said the loss of
local income tax distributions
will cost the school corporation
more than $500,000 annually.

Habegger added that new per-
student funding will likely not
keep up with inflation. He
noted that curricular materi-
als, which were previously
funded separately, have now
been rolled into the per-student
funding.

He recommended developing
short-, medium- and long-term
plans for addressing the pro-
jected fiscal changes.

See Primer page X

Board gets primer on SEA1

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

PORTLAND — There
will be plenty of  activity
in Portland and beyond
over the next few weeks.

Portland City Council
on Monday heard updates
on several upcoming
events and approved fund-
ing to help keep one of
them going.

Arts Place executive
director Carolyn Carducci
requested at least $15,000
in funding for the 2025
summer concert series.
She noted that the opening
concert featuring First 2
Eleven drew more than
300 attendees — despite
falling on the same night
as Game 7 of  the NBA
Finals featuring the Indi-
ana Pacers — while the
Fleetwood Macked per-
formance drew more than
900.

Council members asked
questions about funding
— The Portland Founda-
tion has granted $7,500 to
the series in recent years
— as well as about food
trucks and other event
logistics.

Council members Kent
McClung, Michele Brew-
ster, Matt Goldsworthy,
Dave Golden, Mike Aker
and Ashley Hilfiker voted
to approve the $15,000
request. (Ron May was
absent.)

The final concert of  the
2025 series will feature
1980s and ’90s cover band
Brother Believe Me at 7:30
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 14.

Mayor Jeff  Westlake
reminded residents about
the upcoming Tri-State
Antique Engine and Trac-
tor Show, which is sched-
uled for Aug. 20 through 23
at Jay County Fair-
grounds. He also noted the
increased golf  cart traffic
the event typically brings.
Other events during that
time frame include:

•A quilt show Aug. 21
and 22 at Asbury United
Methodist Church

See Series page 2

By RUCHI BHATIA,
SHRUTI SRIVASTAVA
and SWATI GUPTA
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

India’s government is scram-
bling to contain the economic fall-
out from President Donald
Trump’s threatened tariff  action,
which has left officials in New
Delhi reeling on how to respond.

Trump’s latest tirade caught
officials in India’s capital off
guard. The president’s language —
calling India’s economy “dead,” its
tariff  barriers “obnoxious” and
saying India is indifferent to the
plight of  Ukrainians — has been
very atypical and akin to a verbal
slap in the face, an official in New
Delhi said, asking not to be identi-

fied as the discussions are private.
Officials have no template to deal
with these kinds of  public
assaults, the person said, adding
that the latest turn of  events has
put a strain on India’s relationship
with the U.S.

India’s government is now brac-
ing for tariffs of  25% or more on
exports to the U.S. and is seeking to
limit the possible economic dam-
age. The Ministry of  Commerce
and Industry is discussing ways to
help exporters who would be hard-
est hit, such as in the gems and
jewelry and textile sectors. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has been
urging Indians to buy local goods
to offset any slump in global
demand. And officials say they
will continue to seek back-channel
talks to help ease the tensions.

Trump has ramped up his fight
against India, threatening to
impose tariffs “substantially”
higher than 25% on the nation’s
exports to the U.S. to penalize it for
buying oil from Russia. Trump’s
aides say energy purchases by
countries like India and China are
helping to keep Russia’s economy
afloat as its leader Vladimir
Putin wages war with Ukraine. 

See Scrambles page 5

Gulley warns that difficult decisions may
be ahead following changes to state tax policy

India scrambles
to contain fallout

Council
approves

$15,000 for
events at 

Hudson park

Funds
OK’d
for AP
concert
series

Trump has
threatened
25% tariff
on exports

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Flute finale
Emmy Crouch of the Jay County High School

Marching Patriots plays Friday afternoon during the
Indiana State Fair. JCHS took fourth place in the
preliminaries and held that position in the finals,
finishing behind Anderson, Muncie Central and
Kokomo. The band placed fourth overall for percussion
and earned its highest mark of third place from one of
the music ensemble judges.

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Excited Evelyn
Evelyn Vargas, 6, Portland, grabs a headband from the Youth Service Bureau table Thursday during the Back-to-

School Bash at Jay County Public Library. The first full day for teachers in Jay School Corporation is today, with students
returning to their classrooms on Thursday.
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Continued from page 1
Following the presentation, Gulley

expressed concern about the finan-
cial outlook and said raises for staff
will likely become more difficult. He
noted that five teaching positions
were already eliminated for the 2025-
26 school year.

“The good news is, five or six years
of  fiscal conservatism and good
choices — what’s your cash balance?
Strong,” he said. Cash balances are
projected at $8.21 million for the edu-
cation fund and $6.41 million for the
operations fund at the end of  2025.
“We built it for a reason — to weath-
er storms, to buy time to make
adjustments. And I think what you’re
hearing tonight is you have time, but
you don’t have all the time.”

He referred to the Barton Coe Vil-
lamaa building capacity study
shared in January — it is required by
state law — that showed the elemen-
tary schools and the percentage of
their capacity in use:

•Bloomfield: 375 capacity, 73.9% uti-
lized

•East: 486 capacity, 81.9% utilized
•East Jay: 859 capacity, 62.4% uti-

lized
•Redkey: 362 capacity, 50.8% uti-

lized
•West Jay: 387 capacity, 57.4% uti-

lized
Gulley said the school corporation

will likely need to seriously examine
its elementary schools with a focus
on efficiency.

“I don’t think it’s a good idea to talk
about the R word — referendum —
until we can demonstrate to folks
that we, in this community, our
school district, is the most efficient
we can be,” he said. “I think we better
answer that question first before
that’s even brought up.”

Board members Ron Laux, Donna
Geesaman, Marcie Vormohr, Chip
Phillips, Jon Eads, Chad Towell and
Aaron Clark also approved advertis-
ing the 2026 budget at $42.65 million,
up 2.8% from the $41.49 million budg-
et for this year.

The budget includes $23.9 million
in the education fund, $11.64 million

in the operations fund, $7 million in
the debt service fund and $20,000 in
the rainy day fund. (The pension debt
service fund that previously
appeared in the budget has been
removed because the debt was paid
off  earlier this year.)

Current projects the education and
operations funds to be balanced for
2026. She noted that achieving a bal-
anced budget required $400,000 in
cuts to travel and supply expenses.

The capital projects plan, which is
required as part of  the budget,
includes $458,000 in roof  replacement
projects in 2026, $330,000 in metal sid-
ing work in 2027 and $415,000 in roof
replacement work in 2028. It also cov-
ers expenses such as concrete work,
lighting and parking lot upgrades.

The bus replacement plan calls for
the purchase of  four new buses in
each of  the next four years.

The budget will be advertised in
the newspaper this week. A public
hearing is scheduled for Aug. 11, with
adoption expected Sept. 15.

The board also approved its insur-
ance committee’s recommendation
to renew with Physicians Health
Plan at a total increase of  $224,000.
(Dental insurance through Delta
Dental was renewed at an increase of
45 cents per pay period for individu-
als and $1.48 for families. Vision
insurance is under a five-year rate
freeze.) The original proposal was for
an $777,000 increase (about 18%), but
adjustments to deductibles and other
plan details reduced the rate
increase.

Ryan Abel of  LHD Consultants
explained that Jay School Corpora-
tion continues to see increases due to
an “extreme” level of  high claimants.
He noted that high claimants
accounted for $1.3 million in claims
two years ago, $2.9 million last year,
and $2.1 million in the first eight
months of  the current year.

The board also approved increas-
ing the school corporation’s contri-
bution for support staff  insurance
plans by $800, bringing the total to
$8,000 for single plans and $17,200 for
family plans. Any changes for certi-

fied staff  must be made through col-
lective bargaining.

In other business, the board:
•Held its hearing on collective bar-

gaining with Jay Classroom Teach-
ers Association. There were no com-
ments from the public.

•Approved the following: a
$189,000, three-year agreement with
CENTEGIX for its crisis alert sys-
tem; its meeting dates through 2026,
with meetings typically at 5 p.m. on
the third Monday of  each month; a
supplemental stipend of  $5,000 to
incentivize fully licensed teachers; a
leave of  absence for junior-senior
high special education teacher
Michelle Bennett; extracurricular
assignments including assistant
boys basketball coach Zach Ful-
lenkamp and assistant wrestling
coaches Gaven Hare and Chad
Chowning; the teacher evaluation
plan, with no changes from the pre-
vious version; an update to junior-
senior high student fees; and Busi-
ness U Curriculum for grades seven
through 12.

•Heard an update from Gulley on
the back-to-school process, which
included a new teacher orientation
on Monday. A staff  breakfast was
held Tuesday, following by a staff
meeting. Jay Schools will start class-
es for students on Thursday.

•OK’d the hiring of  various new
staff  members, including East Jay
Elementary School fourth grade
teacher Kyle Francis.

•Accepted the resignations of  East
Jay fourth grade teacher Olivia
Good, Bloomfield and East elemen-
tary school physical education
instructor Katie Robbins and
instructional assistants Samantha
Nunez and Amy Hawbaker.

•Reviewed a summary of  federal
grants the school corporation
receives. The school corporation
expects to see reductions in grant
amounts in Title II, Title III and Title
IV.

•Accepted donations of  $1,000 each
from Fisher Packing and Portland
Forge for projects related to the pool
at the junior-senior high school.

Primer ...

Continued from page 1
•A fly-in breakfast from 6

to 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Aug.
23. (Breakfast costs $8.50;
plane rides are $20.)

Additionally, Alli’s Ride
for Brianna’s Hope is
scheduled for noon Satur-
day at Hudson Family
Park. Live music, inflata-
bles and games will begin
at 3 p.m.

Westlake also highlight-
ed upcoming Jay County
events including:

•Gas Boom Days, Aug. 9
and 10 in Redkey

•Glass Days, Aug. 16 in
Dunkirk

•Balbec Days, Aug. 16 and
17 in Balbec

In other business, the
council:

•Forwarded a tax abate-
ment request from Priority
Plastics for a planned $3.5
million equipment invest-
ment to the city’s tax abate-
ment advisory committee.

•Heard from Westlake
about a meeting with
Randy Stephen of  Ohio
Valley Gas regarding the
city’s new right-of-way
ordinance. Stephen plans
to present proposed
changes at the Aug. 18
council meeting.

•Authorized street
department superintend-
ent Matt Shauver to install

speed bumps as needed in
the east-west alley between
Charles Street and Park
Avenue, north of  Water
Street. The request was
made on behalf  of  Charles
Street resident Manfred
Beck.

•Approved 3% increases
to fire protection contracts
for townships. New con-
tract totals are: $72,857.13
for Wayne Township,
$16,246.11 for Greene Town-
ship, $10,584.43 for Pike
Township and $2,422.66 for
Jefferson Township

•Granted a waiver for
Joyce/Dayton Corp. to
receive tax abatements
approved in 2023 and 2024.
Clerk-treasurer Lori
Phillips said paperwork
issues were being correct-
ed.

•Heard a reminder from
Hilfiker that Jay Schools
resume Thursday, and
urged drivers to be alert for
children and school buses.

•Heard compliments
from McClung for the city’s
water department. Golden
praised the lack of  down-
town flooding during
recent heavy rain, credit-
ing the Meridian Street
storm sewer project.

•Heard from Phillips that
fall clean-up week will be
Oct. 6 through 10.

Series ...

Methamphetamine
Two Indiana residents were

sentenced to jail for possession
of  methamphetamine.

Maxwell L. Rea, 27, 506 North
Wolfe St., Muncie, pleaded guilty
in Jay Superior Court to the
Level 6 felony. He was sentenced
to one year in Jay County Jail
with all but 180 days suspended

and given two days credit for
time served. He’s serving his sen-
tence on home detention. Rea
was assessed $189 in court costs
and ordered to pay a $200 drug
abuse, prosecution, interdiction
and correction fee. He was also
ordered to submit to an evalua-
tion within 30 days for substance
abuse counseling. Rea was placed

on probation for 185 days. As part
of  his plea agreement, the follow-
ing charges were dismissed: a
Level 6 felony for maintaining a
common nuisance, a Class B mis-
demeanor for possession of  mar-
ijuana and a Class B misde-
meanor for possession of  para-
phernalia.

See page 5

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................4.20
Sept. corn ................4.22
Oct.. corn ................3.88

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................4.17
Sept. corn ................4.07
Oct.. corn ................3.90

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................3.96
Sept. corn ................3.82
Beans........................9.89

Sept.. beans..............9.59
Wheat ...................... 4.83

ADM
Montpelier
Corn..........................3.92
Sept. corn ................3.82
Beans........................9.81
Sept. beans ..............9.74
Wheat ......................4.83

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.17
Sept. corn ................4.17
Beans........................9.65
Sept. beans ..............9.40
Wheat .....................4.54

Lotteries

CR almanac

84/66 86/67 86/68 86/70 85/70
Expect

sunny skies
with a high in
the mid 80s

The high
will be 85
degrees with
a chance of
showers and
thunder-
storms

The fore-
cast calls for a
20% chance
of showers
and thunder-
storms with a
high in the
mid 80s.

The fore-
cast calls for a
high in the
lower 80s
under sunny
skies.

Skies will
be sunny again
with another
high in the mid
80s.

Thursday
8/7

Friday
8/8

Saturday
8/9

Sunday
8/10

Monday
8/11

Powerball
Monday
8-9-19-31-38
Power Ball: 21
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$449 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$150 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 5-8-6
Daily Four: 3-4-1-0
Quick Draw: 10-12-14-

15-27-28-31-38-39-42-43-44-
53-55-57-58-62-74-78-79

Evening
Daily Three: 7-2-2

Daily Four: 8-1-4-9
Quick Draw: 1-2-4-6-9-

26-35-45-49-51-56-58-61-63-
66-71-72-73-75-77

Cash 5: 10-13-17-25-45
Estimated jackpot:

$110,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-5-6
Pick 4: 2-4-9-9
Pick 5: 8-9-1-0-4
Evening
Pick 3: 1-3-0
Pick 4: 3-9-5-5
Pick 5: 9-3-0-3-4
Rolling Cash: 6-10-17-

35-39
Estimated jackpot:

$222,000

In 1661, Portugal pur-
chased New Holland
(Brazil) from the Dutch
Republic as part of  The
Treaty of  the Hague. In
1806, the Holy Roman
Empire officially came
to an end. In 1825,
Bolivia declared its inde-
pendence from Spain. 

In 1806, the Holy
Roman Empire officially
came to an end.

In 1825, Bolivia
declared its independ-
ence from Spain.

In 1848, Susie King
Taylor, the only African
American woman to
write a Civil War mem-
oir, was born on a plan-
tation in Georgia.

In 1881, bacteriolo-
gist Alexander Fleming
was born in Ayrshire,
Scotland. He is best
known for discovering
penicillin.

In 1890, Cy Young
pitched his first profes-
sional game, leading the
Cleveland Spiders to a

victory over the Chicago
Colts. In a 22-year career,
he won 511 games. He
was elected to the Base-
ball Hall of  Fame in
1937.

In 1911, actress and
comedian Lucille Ball
was born in Jamestown,
New York. Her hit televi-
sion series “I Love
Lucy” launched in 1951.

In 1926, New Yorker
Gertrude Ederle became
the first woman to swim
the English Channel.
She was 19.

In 1972, Jerry Lan-
dess of  Portland drove
Good Luck Girl to victo-
ry, winning the $1,500
filly pace stake for 2-
year-olds at the Shelby
County Fair.

In 2022, the Jay Coun-
ty Junior High School
cheerleading squad
placed third out of  eight
teams in the junior high
division at the Indiana
State Fair competition.

—The CR

Thursday, Aug. 7
5:15 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Plan Commission, Com-
munity Resource Cen-
ter, 118 S. Meridian St.,
Portland.

Monday, Aug. 11
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Election Board, vot-
ing room, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

4 p.m. — Jay County
Public Library Board of
Trustees, community
room, library, 315 N.
Ship St., Portland.

6:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery School Board,
community room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

Mitchell Duane “Mitch” Bren-
ner, Muncie, who was born in Port-
land, April 16, 1962-Aug. 1,
2025. A graveside service will be
held at 2 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 7, in
Tomlinson Cemetery, 5301 S. Old
State Road 67, Muncie.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those

with a connection to our cover-
age area free of  charge. 

They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date
and time/date/location of  serv-
ices.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only
from funeral homes or mortu-
ary services.

Obituaries

Thursday
Brenner, Mitchell: 2 p.m.,

Tomlinson Cemetery, 5301 S.

Old State Road 67, Muncie.

Aug. 30
Shilt, Donald: 11 a.m., Trib-

ute Funeral Homes, 1000 N.
Broadway St., Greenville, Ohio.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO

OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Get home
delivery
of your
local

newspaper.
Call us
at (260)

726-8141.

Felony court news



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon

on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the cafe
at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

SINGLES AND SEPA-
RATES SUPPORT GROUP
— For anyone who’s lost a
loved one or has a spouse
living in long-term care or
suffering from an illness,
the group will meet at 2
p.m. the first Wednesday of
each month in the Arthur

& Gloria Muselman Well-
ness Pavilion in Berne. For
more information, call
Sarah Conrad at (260) 589-
4496.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in
the Zion Lutheran Church,
218 E. High St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at (765)
369-2085.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY —

A group for those strug-
gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation, cop-
ing with cravings, manag-
ing thoughts, feelings and
behavior, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-

land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

Friday
PAST RECOVERY SERV-

ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Friday
at the Jay County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition office at
100 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. To learn more infor-
mation, please call (260) 251-
3259.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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DEAR ABBY: I’ve been happily
married for 31 years. I love my wife,
but we are now more like roommates
or friends than the lovers we were ini-
tially. We are also not soulmates. We
both agree that few couples are. 

But I MET my soulmate three years
ago. The initial chemistry was amaz-
ing, and we have been “dating” ever
since. I put “dating” in quotes
because nothing physical has hap-
pened, not even holding hands. But
we have intense primal eye contact
and amazing discussions. We can talk
for hours, well past when it is time to
leave. I have never experienced a
friendship like this. I know it is not
infatuation or a midlife crisis. The
chemistry is there. I have never cheat-
ed on my wife, and I don’t want to. It’s
not who I am. I don’t want to hurt
anyone. But something has to give.

The ethical answer, of  course, is to
maintain the status quo, but I’m not
convinced that maximizes happiness
for all parties, and certainly not for
me. At 60, I know I will feel intense
regret if  I let my soulmate go, and
likewise if  I leave my wife. I live with
the torture of  this dilemma every day.
Do you have any insight? — PER-
PLEXED IN PENNSYLVANIA

DEAR PERPLEXED: I am sorry
you didn’t mention whether your
“soulmate” is also married, or
how she feels about you. How does
your wife feel about the fact that
you are having these intense,
hourslong conversations with
another woman? Does she even
know? 

You stated that you are happily
married and love your wife. A log-
ical way to figure out what you
want for your future would be to
ask your wife to join you in con-
sulting a licensed marriage and
family therapist to help you figure
out how (and whether) you can
rekindle what originally brought
you two together.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: Our 40-year-old son

has become a full-fledged narcissist

and blames us (his sister, her hus-
band, my husband and me) for a fam-
ily schism that has gone on for two
years. He tells lies about us and keeps
us from our granddaughter. Any
attempt to contact him has been met
with venomous, foul-mouthed texts in
return. 

Our son went through a nasty
divorce and horrible custody proceed-
ing, but we did our best to support
him financially and emotionally dur-
ing that time. He is now supposedly
happily remarried, but he continues
to deny us access to his daughter. We
are heartbroken. This is not the way
we raised him. Any suggestions? —
BAFFLED IN NORTH CAROLINA

DEAR BAFFLED: You stated
that your son is “supposedly hap-
pily remarried.” Could his new
wife have had something to do
with this schism? Unless your son
had a psychotic break after his
divorce and, in his delusions,
thinks you, your husband, his sis-
ter and her husband are to blame
for everything going wrong,
SOMETHING has definitely
changed. Family counseling might
help to heal the breach, but only if
he agrees there is a need for it.

Community Calendar

Man stuck between soulmate, wife

Dear
Abby

By JOEL BISSELL
mlive.com
Tribune News Service

MACKINAW CITY, MI —
While most people experience
the Mackinac Bridge from
behind a steering wheel, 266
determined swimmers from 28
states chose a more challenging
perspective on July 26, complet-
ing a grueling 4.5-mile swim
across the Straits of  Mackinac.

The fourth annual Mackinac
Bridge Swim, considered one of
the most challenging organized
swims in the Great
Lakes region, began just after
sunrise on  July 26.

Participants departed from
the Colonial Michilimackinac
Visitor’s Center on the southeast
side of  the iconic bridge.

“Every swimmer in the state
that crosses over the bridge
thinks in the back of  their mind,
‘Man, I’d like to swim across that
someday,’ ” said Eric Hansen,
the event organizer and self-
described “Splash Coordinator.”

Despite visible haze from
Canadian wildfires hanging
over the water, Hansen
described conditions as “near
perfect,” with favorable wind
direction, good currents and a
comfortable water temperature
of  70 degrees.

Unlike typical competitive
events, the Mackinac Bridge
Swim isn’t timed by organizers.
Instead, finishers receive
unique handmade medals craft-
ed from the steel of  the Mack-

inac Bridge, most made by
Hansen himself.

Safety was paramount
throughout the event. Partici-
pants were required to wear wet-
suits, swim buoys and assigned

caps. To qualify, swimmers had
to demonstrate a 40-minute mile
swim time, either recorded by
GPS or timed by a lifeguard.

The swimmers were supported
by volunteer teams in personal
boats and kayaks as they made
their way from south to north,
staying within 100 yards of  the
bridge’s east side.

The United States Coast
Guard shadowed the partici-
pants and closed the shipping
lane beneath the bridge to all
freight and recreational traffic.
First responders from both St.
Ignace and Mackinaw City stood
ready to provide emergency sup-
port.

This was the first time the
Straits shipping lane was closed
for the event, which Hansen said
nearly “took an act of  Congress.”
The shipping lane is vital for
cargo vessels on the Great
Lakes and is rarely if  ever closed
he said, barring an emergency.

While some swimmers needed
assistance during the journey
(either being pulled onto a boat
or taking breaks before continu-
ing), every swimmer reached the
“I did it line” at Bridge View
Park on the northwest side of
the bridge in St. Ignace by 11
a.m., with the fastest completing
the crossing in 90 minutes.

Among the successful partici-
pants was 81-year-old John
Walker of  Wisconsin, who com-
pleted the full 4.5-mile journey
across the Straits.

Hansen, who has completed
the swim multiple times himself,
greeted the final swimmer as
they came ashore in St. Ignace.
During the after-party, which
featured a meal prepared by first
responders, Hansen received a
proclamation from Mackinaw
City and was named an hon-
orary fire chief  by the depart-
ments.

The event has personal signif-
icance for Hansen. The first time
he swam across the divide
between Michigan’s Upper and
Lower Peninsulas, he was the
last person to arrive in St.
Ignace, reaching the finish line
as organizers were breaking it
down.

This year’s swim raised
$100,000 for local emergency
services — a significant increase
from last year’s $56,000. Hansen
presented checks of  $50,000 to
each department during the
post-swim celebration.

The Mackinac Bridge spans
approximately 5 miles connect-
ing Michigan’s Upper and Lower
Peninsulas, with two 552-foot tall
towers and a span of  7,400 feet.

Swimmers fulfill ‘bucket list’ event

Tribune News Service/Mlive.com/Joel Bissell

An aerial image of the Mackinac Bridge Swim in
Mackinaw City, Michigan, on July 26. Two hundred sixty-six
swimmers took on the 4.5-mile swim for charity across the
Straits of Mackinac.
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Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from Aug. 3,
2005. This piece followed one we
ran a few weeks earlier. It pro-
vided some insight from our
readers about a mystery Jack
was attempting to track.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

You never know what’s going
to prompt a response from
readers.

Sometimes you write a piece
expecting significant feedback
and instead hear the sound of
crickets chirping in the dis-
tance.

Other times, the phone starts
ringing.

A couple of  weeks ago, I
wrote a column about trying to
locate a long-abandoned
angling road that used to run
northwest across eastern Jay
County from the Ohio line.

Even before I’d received my
own paper at home I was get-
ting comments on it.

Over the course of  about 10
days, I heard from Marvin
Starr and Ron Lingo, both of

whom live in the area the old
road once cut through. I talked
with Darrell Borders, pastor of
the Westchester United
Methodist Church and maybe
the unofficial mayor of
Westchester, who flew over the
route with Gary Gibson, look-
ing for traces of  the road.

Crop coverage, of  course,
made that next to impossible.
And Darrell remembered
being told by Madonna Miller,
a longtime expert on Indiana
and Jay County history, that
what was left of  the road was
most easily visible in winter
after a light snow.

By e-mail, I heard from John
Young, who also has a copy of
the 1876 atlas map, and from

former Jay County resident
Mike Votaw, whose parents
farmed in Noble Township
when he was a child.

Votaw told me the woods at
the east end of  his parents’
property ran at an angle where
the old road would have been. 

“When farming this area, the
ground was very compact and
difficult to plow just adjacent
to the angled woods,” he said
via email. “As kids we also
found many arrow heads along
the same stretch of  land.”

Both of  those points make
sense.

It was at one time a cor-
duroy road and had originally
been an Indian trail.

Janice Stucky of  Jay County
Historical Society told me it
used to be known as the Hunt-
ington Trail.

But of  all the responses, the
one that stood out most was
from Fern G. Thomas Schmie-
man of  Nampa, Idaho.

She wrote to say she was
born in Jay County in 1923 on
the family farm which was

right along the old road. She
moved from the county in 1941.

“My great-grandparents
moved to the United States from
Alsace and on May 20, 1837 they
purchased 360 acres of  land in
Jay County,” she said. “This was
approximately twenty-five years
before the Homestead Act. The
family oral history stated one
dollar per acre was paid for it. It
was bordered on the north by
what was later referred to as the
Westchester Road. A church,
known during my childhood as
the Westchester Evangelical
United Brethren Church, stood
on the northwest corner of  the
original farmland. Directly
across the road to the west was
the red brick one-room Westch-
ester School.”

About 1850, the family (origi-
nally Stoltz, but later changing
the spelling to Stolz) built a large
house on the farm, facing the
angling road. That house, on
property now owned by Jeff
Smith, has long since collapsed
as has the barn.

For many years, the farm was

owned by Max Thomas, Fern
Schmieman’s brother. He died in
March 2004.

“When I was a child,” Mrs.
Schmieman wrote, “the men in
my family would always have to
lift the plows and disks while
doing farm work that necessitat-
ed crossing the old angling road.
Nothing would penetrate the
hardness of  that road!

“I learned, with my brother’s
help, to drive a Model T on that
road. It had a nice slope going in
a northwesterly fashion in front
of  the house and Max would
park the car atop the rise and
allow me to drive down towards
Bear Creek. That is also where
he would tell me to curl up in a
tire and he would send me off
down the hill. (Ah, to be that
trusting again!)”

Mrs. Schmieman hasn’t been
back to Jay County in about 50
years, saying it would be too
emotionally difficult to revisit
the old homestead.

But she added, “That place
will always be met with fondness
in my heart.”

Column sparked reader response
Back in

the Saddle

The Tribune-Star
(Terre Haute)
Tribune News Service

It would have been
unimaginable even 10
years ago for medical
facilities such as those
in Union Medical
Group in Terre Haute,
Indiana, to alert the pub-
lic that they would begin
screening their patients
for measles.

Yet that is what
occurred recently when
UMG announced a
measles screening pro-
gram at its facilities
because of  the resur-
gence of  the disease
throughout the United
States.

No less than 25 years
ago, measles — a highly
contagious airborne
virus that can infect peo-
ple of  any age and put
them at risk for even
more serious illness —
had been declared elimi-
nated in the U.S. The
country had achieved
that status because of  the
widely embraced immu-
nization efforts of  recent
decades.

But in the past 10 years,
the virus has made an
astonishing comeback,
largely because of
decreased immunization
and the rise of  vaccine
skepticism in some seg-
ments of  society.

Incidents of  measles
infections began increas-
ing in southwestern
states last year but quick-
ly spread. As of  this
week, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control has reported
more than 1,000 cases
have been confirmed and
many more are suspected
across the country. As
many as 40 states have
reported cases as of  this
week.

Indiana, Illinois and
surrounding states are
among those. Initially,
confirmed cases were
reported in Allen Coun-
ty in the northeastern
section of  Indiana,
where Fort Wayne is the
county seat. Soon
after, Putnam County
between Terre Haute and
Indianapolis had a con-
firmed case. One by one,
other counties such as
Hamilton and Steuben we
re seeing suspected cases.

Measles is still a
required vaccine for
attending schools. But
compliance has begun to

slip, and that opens the
door for more widespread
cases to reappear.

Immunizations and
public health programs
built around them have
been a highly effective
tool for reducing once
dangerous outbreaks of
measles and other dis-
eases. 

Hopefully, this resur-
gence of  measles will
spark a new wave of  vac-
cine compliance.

There will be obstacles,
of  course, including the
rise of  vaccine hesitancy
and resistance in institu-
tions such as the U.S.
Department of  Health
and Human Services,
where noted vaccine
skeptic Robert F.
Kennedy Jr. is President
Trump’s appointed secre-
tary.

Kennedy hasn’t with-
drawn support for the
measles vaccine, but his
leadership through the
resurgence has been
weak and confusing. He
has made a number of
unsupported claims
about the virus, and has
pushed federal agencies
to more closely examine
treatments and preven-
tions that medical profes-
sionals widely debunk.

It’s a perilous situation
and the medical commu-
nity must continue to
push back.

The public must also
stay vigilant and main-
tain its support for and
participation in public
health programs that
emphasize various vac-
cines such as the one that
prevents measles. While
unfounded conspiracies
surrounding immuniza-
tion will always be
around, people must
embrace common sense
and ignore claims that
have no basis in science
or medicine.

Vaccines are a miracle
of  modern medicine and
have led to a healthier
society over the past 70-
plus years. 

That’s a fact that can’t
be disputed and should
be roundly embraced.

Public can turn
back the measles

By DAVID YOUNG
Progressive Perspectives
Tribune News Service

For generations, owning a home
has been one of  the most effective
ways for American families to build
wealth, stability and long-term oppor-
tunity. But for far too many families,
especially those who are Black and
Latine, this opportunity remains out
of  reach.

Sustainable homeownership
means giving people the tools and
support they need to make informed
decisions for long-term success.
That’s what housing counseling does.
Usually working at nonprofit organi-
zations, trained counselors certified
by the U.S. Department of  Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) help
individuals and families navigate
every stage of  the housing journey,
from renting to buying to holding on
to their homes during hard times.

The advice of  these counselors is
unbiased, typically free and ground-
ed in the best interests of  families
and communities. They help clients
build budgets, improve credit, under-
stand down-payment assistance pro-
grams and avoid scams. When crises
like illness or job loss strike, housing
counselors are often the ones helping
families avoid foreclosure.

This work has significant reach.
HUD data shows that from October
2023 to September 2024, more than
4,600 HUD-certified counselors assist-
ed more than 850,000 households. In
Illinois alone, 193 HUD-certified coun-
selors assisted more than 34,000
households. More than 2,000 families
purchased their first home, and
approximately 800 families avoided
mortgage default or foreclosure, sta-
bilizing not only these families but
entire neighborhoods.

But the budget proposed by the
House of  Representatives elimi-
nates funding for HUD’s Housing
Counseling Program from the
nation’s budget for fiscal year 2026.

This is not just a routine cut. It’s a
reversal of  decades of  bipartisan sup-
port for sustainable homeownership
and housing stability. The Senate
could restore housing counseling
funding in its budget proposal, which
would then need to be negotiated with
the House of  Representatives.

At Housing Action Illinois, a HUD-
approved intermediary, my work
involves supporting a network of  35
housing counseling agencies across
the Midwest and beyond. I see up-
close how the numbers translate into
real, life-changing stories.

An agency in our network recently
helped Yara, a single mother in Cen-
tral Illinois who was overwhelmed by
the homebuying process. It connected
her with Tessa, a housing counselor
who helped her walk through the
process of  building credit and prepar-
ing for home ownership. With Tessa’s
guidance, Yara secured down pay-
ment assistance and became a first-
time homeowner.

Then there’s China, who came to a
Missouri-based counselor with a low
credit score. Over two years, she fol-
lowed a personalized plan to pay off
student loans and raise her credit,
eventually qualifying for a mortgage.
After closing on her new home this
past winter, she returned for post-pur-
chase counseling to stay on track.

I also think of  Elliot, a single father
of  four who spent five years working
with a housing counselor in Wiscon-
sin. With support and perseverance,
he went on a remarkable journey
from homelessness to homeowner-
ship by rebuilding his credit, growing

his savings and qualifying for a Habi-
tat for Humanity home.

As housing becomes harder to find
amid growing economic uncertainty,
housing counseling becomes even
more of  a lifeline. That’s why it’s
alarming that these budget proposals
zero out funding for HUD’s Housing
Counseling Program. Eliminating
this support turns away from decades
of  federal policy that has embraced
homeownership as a core national
goal.

For nearly 60 years, housing coun-
selors have helped families buy and
keep homes — in big cities, small
towns and rural communities alike.
This work has been especially impor-
tant during tough times, such as the
foreclosure crisis and again during
the COVID-19 pandemic, when hous-
ing counselors were on the front
lines, meeting with clients and con-
tacting banks and servicers to help
homeowners to keep their homes.

We need housing counseling just as
much now. High interest rates, low
inventory and rising costs have creat-
ed steep barriers for first-time buy-
ers, especially those without family
wealth or insider knowledge of  the
market.

If  the administration truly believes
in making homeownership more
accessible, it must back that belief
with action. That means fully funding
HUD’s Housing Counseling Program,
not abandoning it. Sustainable home-
ownership doesn’t just change one
family’s future. It stabilizes neighbor-
hoods, grows local economies and
builds intergenerational opportunity.
What we need is the political will and
investment to keep housing counsel-
ing robust.

••••••••••
Young is director of  capacity build-

ing at Housing Action Illinois. This
column was produced for Progressive
Perspectives, a project of  The Progres-
sive magazine, and distributed by
Tribune News Service.

Cutting counseling is a mistake

Hoosier
Editorial

David 
Young
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Continued from page 1
Spencer R. Niece, 28, 7925

North U.S. 27, Ridgeville,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to the Level 6
felony. As part of  his plea
agreement, his charge was
lessened to a Class A mis-
demeanor. A Class B misde-
meanor for visiting a com-
mon nuisance was also dis-
missed. Niece was sen-
tenced to one year in Jay
County Jail with all but
eight days suspended and
given eight days credit for
time served. Niece was
fined $1, assessed $189 in
court costs and ordered to
pay a $200 drug abuse, pros-
ecution, interdiction and
correction fee. He was
placed on probation for one
year and ordered to submit
to an evaluation within 30
days of  his sentencing for
substance abuse counsel-
ing.

Cocaine
A rural Portland resi-

dent was sentenced to
home detention for posses-
sion of  cocaine.

Preston R. Keen, 29, 5938
W. 800 South, pleaded guilty
in Jay Circuit Court to the
Level 5 felony. Keen was
sentenced to four years in
Indiana Department of
Corrections, with his sen-

tence to be served on home
detention. He was assessed
$189 in court costs and
ordered to pay a $200 drug
abuse, prosecution, inter-
diction and correction fee.
As part of  his plea agree-
ment, the following
charges were dismissed: a
Level 5 felony for posses-
sion of  a narcotic drug, two
Level 6 felonies for unlaw-
ful possession of  a syringe
and battery against a pub-
lic safety official, and a
Class A misdemeanor for
resisting law enforcement.

Battery
Three Jay County resi-

dents were sentenced to
serve time for battery
charges.

Shelby E. Smith, 32, Port-
land, pleaded guilty in Jay
Circuit Court to domestic
battery, a Level 6 felony. She
was sentenced to 2.5 years
in Jay County Jail with all
but eight days suspended
and placed on probation.
Smith was given credit for
time served, assessed $189
in court costs and ordered
to pay a $50 domestic vio-
lence prevention fee. As
part of  her plea agreement,
a Level 6 felony for residen-
tial entry was dismissed.

Also, Smith pleaded
guilty in Jay Circuit Court

to battery on a public safe-
ty official, a Level 5 felony.
She was sentenced to three
years in Indiana Depart-
ment of  Correction and
given credit for time
served. Smith was
assessed $189 in court
costs.

Thaddaeus D. Thorn-
burg, 30, 310 North Cam-
den St., Ridgeville, pleaded
guilty in Jay Superior
Court to domestic battery,
a Level 6 felony. He was
sentenced to 545 days in
Indiana Department of
Correction and given 92
days credit for time
served. Thornburg was
fined $1, assessed $189 in
court costs and ordered to
pay a $50 domestic vio-
lence prevention and treat-
ment fee.

Travis J.L. Callahan, 31,
190 E. Maple St. P.O. Box
353, Pennville, pleaded
guilty in Jay Superior
Court to domestic battery,
a Class A misdemeanor. He
was sentenced to one year
in Jay County Jail with all
but 182 days suspended
and given 156 days credit
for time served. Callahan
was assessed $189 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$50 domestic violence pre-
vention and treatment fee.
He was also placed on pro-

bation for 183 days. As part
of  his plea agreement, his
charge was lessened from
a Level 6 felony.

Theft
A man was sentenced to

four years in prison for
theft.

Jason L. Newman Jr., 50,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to the Level 6
felony. He also admitted he
is a habitual offender. 

Newman was sentenced
to one year in Indiana
Department of  Correction
with his sentence
enhanced by an additional
1,095 days. He was fined
$25 and ordered to pay
$1,055 in restitution to the
benefit of  Donald Jones.

Resisting law
An Indianapolis man

was sentenced to jail for
resisting law enforcement.

Rilick Derinord, 45, 9060
E. 39th Place, Indianapolis,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to the Level 6
felony. He was sentenced to
one year in Jay County
Jail with all but two days
suspended and given two
days credit for time
served. Derinord was fined
$1, assessed $189.50 in
court costs and placed on
probation for one year.

Continued from page 1
The U.S. president has given

Putin until Aug. 8 to reach a
truce in the conflict.

Modi’s government is so far
holding its ground, saying it’s
being unreasonably targeted by
the U.S. for its ties to Russia —
its biggest supplier of  oil and
military equipment. Officials
have signaled they won’t
instruct refiners to halt Russian
crude purchases, while Modi
has urged Indians to buy more
local goods to bolster Asia’s
third-largest economy.

For months trade officials had
been negotiating with the
Trump administration on a deal
that both sides had been signal-
ing was close to being finalized,
with a tariff  rate possibly below
20%. The U.S. president’s tone
appeared to change last month,
when he threatened India with

higher duties alongside others
in the BRICS bloc of  nations for
what he said was the group’s
anti-U.S. stance. He then fol-
lowed up several days later with
warnings about financial penal-
ties on countries like India for
buying oil from Russia.

India has been buying Russ-
ian crude at a rate of  about 1.7
million barrels a day so far this
year, all of  it from seaborne
imports, while China has pur-
chased an average of  about 2
million barrels, comprising
both seaborne imports as well
as oil that’s transported via an
inland pipeline.

To offset the tariff  hikes, offi-
cials in New Delhi are now con-
sidering expediting an export
promotion plan, first outlined in
the February budget, which set
aside 22.5 billion rupees ($256
million) to support exporters.

The budgeted amount may be
increased to help businesses off-
set potential losses resulting
from greater competition with
regional rivals, who have
secured lower tariff  rates of
around 15%-20%, a person
familiar with the matter said.

The discussions are still ongo-
ing and the government hasn’t
made any decision on what kind
of  support it will provide, the
person said.

India’s Ministry of  Commerce
and Industry and Ministry of
Finance didn’t immediately
respond to emails seeking fur-
ther information.

New Delhi is also weighing
easing some dairy market
access rules for the U.S. in order
to placate Trump, officials
familiar with the matter said.
The government is discussing
whether it can allow limited

imports of  some dairy products,
such as cheese not made
in India and condensed milk
with clear labeling of  the ani-
mal feed used in manufacturing,
they said.

India maintains tariffs of  as
high as 60% on dairy products
to protect its local industry and
enforces strict rules to ensure
imported dairy products aren’t
from cattle fed animal-based in
order to adhere to religious sen-
sitivities. Any easing of  restric-
tions in the dairy sector would
represent a significant conces-
sion by India, which didn’t
grant the UK any similar mar-
ket access in a recently conclud-
ed free trade agreement.

Economists estimate that a
25% tariff  could cut India’s
gross domestic product growth
by 0.3 percentage point. Pranjul
Bhandari, chief  India econo-

mist at HSBC Holdings Plc., said
an additional penalty would
curb growth further, resulting
in lower capital inflows and
investment. An internal assess-
ment by the Ministry of  Com-
merce and Industry shows that
a 25% tariff  would impact about
10% of  India’s exports in July to
September.

Modi’s rivals have criticized
his previously friendly ties with
Trump and called him out for
his silence on the U.S. leader’s
comments.

“We are receiving threats -
that there will be more than 25%
tariffs and we are being told that
we should not buy oil from Rus-
sia. This friendship has turned
out to be expensive,” Jairam
Ramesh, a senior leader in the
main opposition Indian Nation-
al Congress, told reporters Tues-
day.

Scrambles ...

Felony court news

Helpful
Patriots

Jay County Junior-
Senior High School’s
cheerleaders jumped in
to help roll up and haul
the mats following
Saturday’s competition
at the Indiana State
Fair. Pictured, from left,
Leah Steed, Journey
Reynolds, Aubree
Hunley, Lilly Stephen
and Bailey
Muhlenkamp of the
junior high squad work
together to start rolling
up a mat.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney



ACCULEVEL. YOUR
foundation repair and
basement waterproofing
experts. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or
concrete slab we’ll guide
you on the right path to a
healthy home. Act now!
Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free
consultation. 1-877-229-
0197
ADVERTISERS:  You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $300.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
BECOME A  Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution.
CALL FOR  Your Free
Author`s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/hoosier
CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR  - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no hid-
den fees and activation is
free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month.
For more information, call
1-855-572-5165
DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-844-244-
7025
www.dental50plus.com/h
oosier #6258
DIRECTV-  All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your
roof! Sign up for Directv
and get your first three
months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax
included. Choice package
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV
1-888-885-8931
DO YOU  know what’s in
your water? Leaf Home
Water Solutions offers
FREE water testing and
whole home water treat-
ment systems that can be
installed in as little one
day. 15% off your entire
purchase. Plus 10% sen-
ior & military discounts.
Restrictions apply. Sched-
ule your FREE test today.
Call 1-855-966-4836

DONATE YOUR  car,
truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-877-414-
2352 today!
FREEDOMCARE. LET
your loved ones care for
you and get paid!†Paid
by Medicaid. Choose
family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check
your eligibility today! Call
FreedomCare now! 1-
844-563-4012
NEW WINDOWS  from
Window Nation. Special
money saving offer -
zero down, zero pay-
ments, zero interest for
TWO years AND buy 2
windows and get 2
FREE! Offer is valid for
select models. Labor not
included. Other restric-
tions apply. Call Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725
NO MORE  cleaning out
gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is the most
advanced gutter protec-
tion for your home,
backed by a no-clog
guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-877-361-
4260 to schedule a
FREE inspection and no
obligation estimate. Plus
get 20% off! Seniors and
military save an addition-
al 10%. Restrictions
apply, see representative
for warranty and offer
details.
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
PREPARE FOR  power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-866-
953-2203 today to
schedule a free quote.
It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.
PREPARE FOR  power
outages with Briggs &
Stratton
PowerProtect(TM)
standby generators - the
most powerful home
standby generators
available. Industry-lead-
ing comprehensive war-
ranty - 7 years ($849
value.) Proudly made in
the U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-877-798-
0270.
REPLACE YOUR  roof
with the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer
up to 50% off installation

+ Additional 10% off
install (for military, health
workers & 1st respon-
ders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-866-781-6023
SAFE STEP.  North
America’s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and
service. Now featuring
our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-855-743-
1911
SUNSETTER. AMERI-
CA’S  Number One
Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or
patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year lim-
ited warranty. Call now
and SAVE $350 today! 1-
855-801-2797
WE BUY  Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-
855-655-7718

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
GOODHEW’S ALL
SEASON Construction-
Specializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191
SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets,
AppliquÈ, Zippers, Hem-
ming, Memory T-Shirt,
Special Orders, Wedding
& Prom Gowns.
260.766.9334

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located:  Under cover in
the Industrial Building at
the Jay County Fair-
grounds, 806 W Votaw

St., Portland, IN 
Friday Afternoon
AUGUST 8, 2025

4:30 P.M.
OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS-MOBILITY
SCOOTER-HOUSE-

HOLD GOODS
Daniel Dakota grandfa-
ther clock; Clark Jewel
Lorain Oven Heat Regu-
lator stove; Rally mobili-

ty scooter; Duncan
Phyfe table with 4 chairs
and extra leaves; Dun-
can Phyfe buffet; camel
back trunk with original
tray;  vintage dry sink;  
claw foot organ stool;
cedar chest; lightning

rods with balls; Roseville
vases; Hull Pottery;

primitives; Fenton bas-
ket; Ball blue canning

jars; tomato cages; min-
now buckets; Snowba-
bies; and other items

not listed.
TOOLS

Ryobi miter saw; Black
& Decker 20V weed

eater; push mower; 10î
radial arm saw; Black &
Decker jig saw; 6v bat-
tery chargers; welding
helmet & jacket; bicycle

jacks;
and other items not list-

ed.
ANDERSON FAMILY

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa



PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: The corner of
Main and Race Streets,
Ridgeville Indiana  (just
west 1 block from Pak A

Sak) 
Saturday Morning 
AUGUST 16, 2025 

9:30 A.M.
ANTIQUES - OLD  &
COLLECTORS ITEMS 
Railroad crossing Cross-
buck signs with post,

lights and bell.       Coca
Cola Bat Wing store

cooler; 1929 Easy Cop-
per wash machine (elec-

tric with natural gas
hook up);  soap box

derby car; 3 wheel bicy-
cle with box on back
(used in Richmond IN

factory); Star Wars Mille-
nium Falcon Spaceship;
metal bolt bin; CAST

IRON: 30 gallon pot with
handle and stand, ;

SIGNS:   Heinekin Beer,
Pepsi,  Coca Cola,

Stroh’s, Seagrams, Sin-
clair, Harley Davidson,
Corvette,  and Budweis-
er Select to name a few;

CROCKS &
STONEWARE: Boy

Scout items; ball cards;
Match Box cars and

case; Radio Flyer tricy-
cle; CONCRETE:   don-
keys, frogs on bench,
kissing dutchman, and
Doberman to name a
few; and many other
items not listed.

TOOLS - MISCELLA-
NEOUS 

80 lbs psi air compres-
sor (originally from

phone company); Makita

Driver drill; Makita
charger; B & D jig saw;
Power Pro 300 amp

auto jumper; 1946 Ford
flat head engine parts;
fish cleaning table; wood
burning stoves; 2 wheel
cart; fishing poles; lawn
chairs;  and many other

items not listed.
TERRY RITTENHOUSE

Loy Auction
AC#31600027 Auction-

eers 
Gary Loy AU01031608 

Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Aaron Loy AU11200112 
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
THURSDAY SEPTEM-

BER 4th, 2025
TIME 4:30 P.M. 
LOCATED: 506 N

George St. Ridgeville, IN
GUN -GUN SUPPLIES-

AMMO
Taurus 357 Mag 6 Shot
Revolver (3 Screw). 45
Cal ACP Pistol. H & R
Sportsman 22 Cal 9
Shot Revolver. Ammo
Reloader. Tumbler.
Reloading Supplies.

Large Lot of Lead. Large
Lot of Gun Supplies.
TRAILER-TILLERS-
SHOP EQUIPMENT

5’ X 8’ Single Axel Utility
Trailer. Stihl Mini Tiller.
Craftsman Rear tine
Tiller. Dewalt Power

Miter Saw. Delta Band-
saw.  . Router w/ Stand.
Roller Stand. Double
Arbor Buffer. Fishing
Poles and Supplies. .
Consew Industrial

Sewing Machine. Sentry
Small Safe.

ANTIQUES-HOUSE-
HOLD-MISC 

Toys and Miniatures.
Primitive Tools. Cross
Cut Saws. Banjo. Marl-
boro Sign. Marlboro Top
Ornate Sofa Table w/
End Tables and Coffee
Tables.Laser Printer. 2
and 4 Drawer Filing

Cabinets. Large Lot of
Hardware. 

OWNER: Friends
Firearms by Flora

Friend. 
Note: Check  Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more

photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED Painting
and Pressure washing in
Fort Recovery 419-852-
0309

FOR SALE Hay and
Straw call 260-249-8458
SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

TJ EXPRESS SERVICE,
LLC in Dunkirk, IN has
14,400 square feet of
commercial storage
space available for rent.
Monday-Friday from
6:00AM-6:00PM. Feel
free to call our office at
260-766-4331 or email
customerservice@tjx-
pservice.com
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad

access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

The Commercial Review
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Public Notice
NOTICE OF REAL

PROPERTY 
TAX SALE 

Jay County Indiana 
Beginning 10:00 AM Local

Time, 
September 12, 2025 

Commissioners' Room, 2nd
Floor 

Jay County
Pursuant to the laws of the
Indiana General Assembly,
notice is hereby given that
the following described
property is listed for sale for
delinquent taxes and/or
special assessments. 

The county auditor and
county treasurer will apply
on or after 08/26/2025 for a
court judgment against the
tracts or real property for an
amount that is not less than
the amount set out below and
for an order to sell the tracts
or real property at public
auction to the highest bidder,
subject to the right of
redemption. Any defense to
the application for judgment
must be filed with the Jay
County Superior Court and
served on the county auditor
and treasurer before
08/26/2025. The court will set
a date for a hearing at least
seven (7) days before the
advertised date of sale and
the court will determine any
defenses to the application
for judgment at the hearing.
The county auditor and the
county treasurer are entitled
to receive all pleadings,
motions, petitions, and other
filings related to the defense
to the application for
judgment.  
Such sale will be held on
09/12/2025 at the
Commissioners' Room, 2nd
Floor and that sale will
continue until all tracts and
real property have been
offered for sale. At the
discretion of local officials,
the tax sale may switch to an
online format. If those
measures are taking place,
the public auction will be
conducted as an electronic
sale under IC 6-1.1-24-2 (b) 10
at www.zeusauction.com
commencing on the same
date/time listed above. All
location updates will be
posted at
www.sriservices.com prior to
the tax sale. 
Property will not be sold for
an amount which is less than
the sum of: 
(A) the delinquent taxes and
special assessments on each
tract or item of real property;
and 
(B) the taxes and special
assessments on the real
property that are due and
payable in the year of the
sale, whether or not they are
delinquent; and 
(C) all penalties due on the
delinquencies, and 
(D) an amount prescribed by
the county auditor that
equals the sum of:
(1) twenty-five dollars ($25)
for postage and publication
costs; and 
(2) any other costs incurred
by the county that are
directly attributable to the
tax sale; and 
(E) any unpaid costs due
under IC 6-1.1-24-2(c) from a
prior tax sale. 
No property listed below
shall be sold if, at any time
before the sale, the Total
Amount for Judgment is paid
in full. If the real property is
sold in the tax sale, the
amount required to redeem
such property will be 110% of
the minimum bid for which
the tract or real property was
offered at the time of sale, if
redeemed not more than six
(6) months after the date of
sale, or 115% of the minimum
bid for which the tract or
real property was offered at
the time of sale, if redeemed

more than six (6) months
after the date of sale, plus
the amount by which the
purchase price exceeds the
minimum bid on the real
property plus five percent
(5%) per annum interest on
the amount by which the
purchase price exceeds the
minimum bid on the
property. All taxes and
special assessments upon
the property paid by the
purchaser subsequent to the
sale, plus five percent (5%)
per annum interest on those
taxes and special
assessments, will also be
required to be paid to
redeem such property.  
In addition, IC 6-1.1-25-2 (e)
states the total amount
required for redemption may
include the following costs
incurred and paid by the
purchaser or the purchaser's
assignee or the county
before redemption: (1) The
attorney's fees and cost of
giving notice under IC 6-1.1-
25-4.5; (2) The costs of title
search or examining and
update the abstract of title
for the tract or item of real
property. The period of
redemption shall expire on
Monday, September 14, 2026
for certificates sold in the
tax sale. For certificates
struck to the county, the
period of redemption may
expire Monday, January 12,
2026. 
If the tract or item of real
property is sold for an
amount more than the
minimum bid and the
property is not redeemed,
the owner of record of the
property who is divested of
ownership at the time the tax
deed is issued may have a
right to the tax sale surplus. 
The Auditor and Treasurer
specifically reserve the right
to withhold from the sale any
parcel which has been listed
in error, or which otherwise
becomes ineligible for sale
either prior to 09/12/2025 or
during the duration of the
sale. 
This notice of real property
tax sale, and the tax sale
itself are undertaken and
will be conducted pursuant
to the requirements of the
laws of the State of Indiana
which regulate the sale of
land for delinquent taxes,
pursuant to I.C. 6-1.1-24-1 et
seq. 
The County does not warrant
the accuracy of the street
address or common
description of the property,
and a misstatement in the
key number or street address
does not invalidate an
otherwise valid sale. 
Minimum bid amounts are
prescribed by law and are
subject to change prior to the
auction date. 
Pursuant to IC 6-1.1-24-3(e),
property descriptions may
be omitted for properties
appearing on the certified
list in consecutive years. A
complete property list may
be obtained at
www.sriservices.com or in an
alternative form upon
request. 
Registration For Bidding On
The Tax Sale: 
If you are interested in
bidding on the tax sale for an
Indiana county, you may
register online at
https://sriservices.com/. This
registration is good for all
counties that SRI services.
You need to register only
once for all counties. Make
sure to bring the completed
form with you to each sale.
This will speed up the
registration process for you
the morning of the sale. If
you do not have access to a
computer with internet
service you may register the
morning of the sale. 
Please arrive the morning of
the tax sale at least 30
minutes before the
beginning time to be assured

you will receive your bid
number before the start of
the sale. 

Please bring your
registration form and W9
form with you the morning of
the tax sale. You will be able
to print these forms from the
registration web site. 

Pursuant to IC 6-1.1-24-5.1 a
business entity that seeks to
register to bid at the Jay
County Tax Sale must
provide a Certificate of
Existence or Foreign
Registration Statement in
accordance with IC 5-23 from
the Secretary of State to the
Jay County Treasurer. 

Dated: 08/06/2025 
382500001 38-01-34-101-
049.000-011 $2,217.93
ROWLES CHARLES L 110 S
BROADWAY St PENNVILLE
IN 47369-0000 
382500002 38-01-34-104-
041.000-011 $547.04
PROCTOR CYNTHIA LYNN
250 E HARRISON St
PENNVILLE IN 47369-0000 
382500003 38-01-34-401-
011.000-011 $1,111.22
THOMAS ADAM &
KATRINA 210 E SECOND ST
PENNVILLE IN 47369-0000 
382500004 38-09-08-101-
070.000-014 $2,429.07
BOWLER ERIC T PART
VACANT LOTS E MT
AUBURN ST DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000 
382500005 38-09-08-101-
089.000-014 $2,601.62
GARRETT JENNIFER GAIL
128 W NORTH ST DUNKIRK
IN 47336-0000 
382500006 38-09-08-101-
121.000-014 $13,084.03
RITENOUR MARCUS &
SUMMER PART VACANT
LOT N INDIANA ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500007 38-09-08-102-
028.000-014 $3,737.70
MEADOWS DANIEL 399
LINCOLN AVE DUNKIRK
IN 47336-0000 
382500008 38-09-08-103-
005.000-014 $5,395.14 FISHER
HOWARD VACANT LOT W
WASHINGTON ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500009 38-09-08-103-
010.000-014 $782.95 MOLES
LUKE & MEKAYLA
NICHOLS JT TENS W FULL
RIGHTS OF 346 W
WASHINGTON ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500010 38-09-08-103-
025.000-014 $556.98
MCCOMBS TINA R 328 W
WASHINGTON ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500011 38-09-08-103-
027.000-014 $699.36
MCDANIEL DONALD
VACANT LOT W
WASHINGTON ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500012 38-09-08-103-
053.000-014 $1,403.98 ABBAS
WAHEED 226 W
WASHINGTON St DUNKIRK
IN 47336-0000 
382500013 38-09-08-103-
060.000-014 $2,538.63 MOORE
RICK A & TONIA 345 1/2 W
PLEASANT St DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000 
382500014 38-09-08-103-
066.000-014 $1,198.27 HESS
KEVIN L 337 W PLEASANT
St DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500016 38-09-08-103-
157.000-014 $13,819.35
BERRY JAVIS SCOTT PART
VACANT LOT W JAY ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500017 38-09-08-103-
158.000-014 $12,646.57
BISHOP MATTHEW PART
VACANT LOTS CORNER OF
W JAY ST & S MAIN ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500018 38-09-08-104-
010.000-014 $1,820.73 SINGH
RAJA PART OF VACANT
LOTS N INDIANA ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500019 38-09-08-104-
016.000-014 $1,764.57 BISHOP
MATTHEW PART VACANT
LOT CORNER OF N MAIN
ST & E CENTER ST

DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500020 38-09-08-104-
019.000-014 $1,572.46 BISHOP
MATTHEW 109 N MAIN ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 38-
09-08-104-019.000-014 and
38-09-08-104-024.000-014 are
to be sold and redeemed
together. 
382500021 38-09-08-104-
024.000-014 $1,978.22 BISHOP
MATTHEW 109 N MAIN ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 38-
09-08-104-019.000-014 and
38-09-08-104-024.000-014 are
to be sold and redeemed
together. 
382500022 38-09-08-104-
093.000-014 $1,488.08 LITTLE
DIANA R 216 E COMMERCE
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500023 38-09-08-201-
030.000-014 $2,369.89
BOWLER ERIC T 139 W
EIGHTH St DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000 
382500024 38-09-08-201-
031.000-014 $1,714.04 POOR
SONNY L 141 W EIGHTH ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500025 38-09-08-204-
004.000-014 $1,532.06 INGLE
ALAN R 611 W "D" St
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500026 38-09-08-401-
015.001-014 $455.51 RITTER
EUGENE A & ANDERA
PART OF VACATED ALLEY
E WASHINGTON ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500027 38-09-08-402-
038.000-014 $1,243.84
RENNER KEITH W 617 S
MAIN DUNKIRK IN 47336-
0000 
382500029 38-09-09-203-
021.000-014 $758.17 HUNT
JANET VACANT LOT E
NORTH ST DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000 
382500030 38-09-09-203-
101.000-014 $5,008.61 DUTCH
LLC VACANT LOT E NORTH
ST DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500031 38-09-09-302-
001.000-014 $354.00 BOWLER
JOHN T & TERESA E 407 E
WASHINGTON ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500032 38-09-09-302-
016.000-014 $12,120.76
BRENNER JACKIE DUANE
& SHARON ELAINE
VACANT LOTS S BROAD ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500033 38-09-09-302-
017.000-014 $2,447.88 MAHON
RANDY J NEIL PART
VACANT LOT PALACE ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500034 38-09-09-302-
025.000-014 $2,581.23 JONES
ELIZABETH PART VACANT
LOT A ST DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000 
382500035 38-09-09-302-
049.000-014 $12,813.80
MAHON RANDY J NEIL
PART VACANT LOT
PALACE ST DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000 
382500036 38-09-09-302-
050.000-014 $2,023.94 MAHON
RANDY J NEIL PART
VACANT LOTS E PALACE
ST DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500037 38-03-17-103-
006.000-021 $1,094.71 NICKEL
RONALD E AND SHARON J
305 N MERIDIAN ST
BRYANT IN 47326-0000 
382500038 38-03-17-103-
029.000-021 $4,190.54 LEE
SANDRA A 107 N MALIN St
BRYANT IN 47326-0000 
382500039 38-03-17-301-
015.000-021 $1,485.22 STEIN
MELVIN R 117 E MAIN ST
BRYANT IN 47326-0000 
382500040 38-03-17-301-
017.000-021 $1,978.54 STEIN
MELVIN R 123 E MAIN ST
BRYANT IN 47326-0000 
382500041 38-02-16-300-
012.000-023 $2,260.71 EICHER
MAHLON M & LAURA A
TENS BY ENTIRETIES 4409
W 650 N BRYANT IN 47326-
0000 
382500042 38-02-34-200-
004.001-023 $2,149.40
JORDAN ANTHONYP 3353
W 400 N PORTLAND IN
47371-0000 
382500043 38-10-33-202-
014.000-024 $631.94 JEFFRIS
JOSEPH JESSICA
NEWSOME CASH RAY

PINKSTON TENS VACANT
LOT POWERSTATION S 600
W PORTLAND IN 47371-0000 
382500044 38-10-33-202-
015.000-024 $424.79 JEFFRIS
JOSEPH JESSICA
NEWSOME CASH RAY
PINKSTON TENS VACANT
LOT POWERSTATION S 600
W PORTLAND IN 47371-0000 
382500045 38-05-34-400-
012.000-025 $907.37
WILLOUGHBY NICHOLAS
10494 W 300 S DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000 
382500046 38-12-05-403-
003.000-027 $1,730.25
STEINBRUNNER DIANNA
M COPE 5621 E NORTH ST
SALAMONIA IN 47381-0000 
382500047 38-12-05-403-
009.000-027 $495.51
STEINBRUNNER DIANNA
M COPE VACANT LOTS E
WASHINGTON
SALAMONIA IN 47381-0000 
382500048 38-08-21-302-
008.000-028 $734.18
ROCKWELL JONATHAN D
6185 E SR 26 PORTLAND IN
47371-0000 
382500049 38-11-23-400-
014.000-029 $1,216.91
WAGGANER TONY L II
AND CHASTEEN
REBEKAH L 6584
BOUNDARY PIKE
PORTLAND IN 47371-0000 
382500050 38-11-23-400-
021.000-029 $1,314.40
SONGER FRANK H &
ROSALIE 2697 E TREATY
LINE Rd PORTLAND IN
47371-0000 
382500051 38-09-04-103-
002.000-030 $3,613.72
DRUMMOND ROBERT
JESSE DRUMMOND
CYNTHIA FURY
SAMANTHA M 3269 S 1150 W
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000 
382500052 38-09-14-403-
014.000-031 $435.20 ELMORE
DEBORAH A VACANT
LAND N SYCAMORE ST
REDKEY IN 47373-0000 
382500053 38-09-14-403-
014.001-031 $562.70 MILLER
KILE S VACANT LAND N
SYCAMORE ST REDKEY IN
47373-0000 
382500054 38-09-14-403-
019.000-031 $457.91 MILLER
KILE S VACANT LAND N
SYCAMORE ST REDKEY IN
47373-0000 
382500055 38-09-23-101-
011.000-031 $736.53 HOUGH
TONY & LISA 7 S ASH St
REDKEY IN 47373-0000 
382500056 38-09-23-101-
023.000-031 $553.43 ASHLEY
BECKY SUE CUSTODIAN
JADEN K FIELDS UND 1/4
INT 19 S ASH St REDKEY IN
47373-0000 
382500057 38-09-23-101-
093.000-031 $1,343.00 LODEN
JAMES ANTHONY 201 S
UNION St REDKEY IN
47373-0000 
382500059 38-09-23-101-
114.000-031 $2,374.89
APPENZELLER HARRY H
JR PART VACANT LOTS S
UNION ST REDKEY IN
47373-0000 
382500060 38-09-24-201-
022.000-031 $2,111.55
RUSSELL RICHARD W II
301 E BELL Ave REDKEY IN
47373-0000 
382500061 38-09-24-201-
037.000-031 $861.99 NOLES
RANDY D & ELIZABETH A
235 E DELAWARE ST
REDKEY IN 47373-0000 38-
09-24-201-038.000-031 and
38-09-24-201-037.000-031 are
to be sold and redeemed
together. 
382500062 38-09-24-201-
038.000-031 $823.02 NOLES
RANDY D & ELIZABETH A
235 E DELAWARE ST
REDKEY IN 47373-0000 38-
09-24-201-038.000-031 and
38-09-24-201-037.000-031 are
to be sold and redeemed
together. 
382500063 38-09-24-202-
109.001-031 $1,214.58
BECHTOL PILOT 237 S
MERIDIAN St REDKEY IN
47373-0000 
382500064 38-09-24-202-
112.000-031 $681.66
BENNETT WILLIAM

DOUGLAS & AUTUMN
DAWN 39 E DELAWARE St
REDKEY IN 47373-0000 
382500065 38-09-24-203-
044.000-031 $429.19
INVESTOR DEALS TODAY
LLC 521 S GEORGE St
REDKEY IN 47373-0000 
382500066 38-09-24-302-
010.000-031 $1,436.03
CALDWELL REX 206 E
GRANDVIEW Ave REDKEY
IN 47373-0000 
382500067 38-04-05-101-
007.000-032 $941.08
CARRIGAN KYLE M W &
ROSA M YOUNGER JT
TENS WR OF SURVI 7352 E
CLAY St BRYANT IN 47326-
0000 
382500068 38-04-05-101-
025.000-032 $1,397.97 BAILEY
GAVIN 7280 E MAIN St
BRYANT IN 47326-0000 
382500069 38-07-04-200-
005.000-033 $1,647.86
WITTKAMP LUCAS &
NIKKI 293 E 300 N
PORTLAND IN 47371-0000 
382500070 38-07-08-400-
020.000-033 $2,657.46 MUMBY
JEFF O & CHARLOTTE L
1156 N US 27 PORTLAND IN
47371-0000 
382500071 38-07-29-403-
006.000-033 $261.64 STEIN
MELVIN R PART VACANT
LOTS MANUELS DR
PORTLAND IN 47371-0000 
382500072 38-07-30-400-
029.000-033 $6,015.60
GARRINGER JAMES L &
NONDIS J 1295 W 150 S
PORTLAND IN 47371-0000 
382500073 38-07-31-400-
016.001-033 $276.42 MUMBY
JEFFREY O & CHARLOTTE
L PART VACANT LAND
BLAINE PIKE PORTLAND
IN 47371-0000 
382500074 38-07-16-303-
040.000-034 $906.09 STEIN
MELVIN R VACANT LOTS E
ADAMS ST PORTLAND IN
47371-0000 
382500075 38-07-17-100-
016.000-034 $27,295.12
JELLISON DAVID R JR &
DAVID R SR 1616 N
MERIDIAN St PORTLAND
IN 47371-0000 
382500076 38-07-17-401-
010.000-034 $14,774.58 1450 N
MERIDIAN LLC 1450 N
MERIDIAN St PORTLAND
IN 47371-0000 
382500077 38-07-17-401-
010.003-034 $1,370.82 1450 N
MERIDIAN LLC PT
VACANT LOT N MERIDIAN
ST PORTLAND IN 47371-
0000 
382500078 38-07-17-404-
002.000-034 $312.97
LEMASTER PAUL
MICHAEL PT VACANT LOT
MOODY AVE PORTLAND IN
47371-0000 
382500079 38-07-17-404-
003.000-034 $388.60
LEMASTER PAUL
MICHAEL PT VACANT LOT
MOODY AVE PORTLAND IN
47371-0000 
382500080 38-07-17-404-
004.000-034 $407.00
LEMASTER PAUL
MICHAEL 101 MOODY AVE
PORTLAND IN 47371-0000 
382500081 38-07-20-101-
062.000-034 $2,607.56 SNOW
MATT 206 W RACE St
PORTLAND IN 47371-0000 
382500082 38-07-20-101-
098.000-034 $286.11 KEN
KUNKLE PROPERTIES LLC
VACANT LAND E ARCH ST
PORTLAND IN 47371-0000 
382500083 38-07-20-101-
099.804-034 $207.50
CHILDERS CHARLES
THOMAS VACANT LAND
BETWEEN N COMMERCE
ST & N SHIP ST PORTLAND
IN 47371-0000 
382500084 38-07-20-102-
087.000-034 $2,320.23 PAZ
CAIN & JOEL OSORNIO JT
TENS WR OF SURVIVOR
612 W ARCH St PORTLAND
IN 47371-0000 
382500085 38-07-20-103-
022.000-034 $3,581.32
DAVIDSON ROBERT 510 W
HIGH ST PORTLAND IN
47371-0000 
382500086 38-07-20-103-
036.000-034 $843.90

DAVIDSON ROBERT PART

VACANT LOT W HIGH ST

PORTLAND IN 47371-0000 

382500087 38-07-20-103-

066.000-034 $2,813.33

BUTLER JASON & CHINA

MARTIN JT TENS WR OF

SURVIVOR 204 N MIDDLE

St PORTLAND IN 47371-0000 

382500088 38-07-20-202-

045.000-034 $1,247.96 CORLE

DONNA J 1310 MEADOW Ln

PORTLAND IN 47371-0000 

382500089 38-07-20-204-

038.000-034 $683.72

DAVIDSON DANIEL I 824 W

HIGH ST PORTLAND IN

47371-0000 

382500090 38-07-20-401-

034.000-034 $1,292.34 HEARN

CHRIS C PART VACANT

LOT BRIDGE ST

PORTLAND IN 47371-0000 

382500091 38-07-20-401-

098.000-034 $1,517.39 BAILEY

HELEN & CRAWFORD

SHARON 328 JAQUA Ave

PORTLAND IN 47371-0000 

382500092 38-07-21-202-

005.000-034 $864.62 MYERS

DIANE S 203 E VOTAW ST

PORTLAND IN 47371-0000 

382500093 38-07-21-202-

076.000-034 $2,011.06

BERMUDEZ MIGUEL

GAUCIN 304 E RACE ST

PORTLAND IN 47371-0000 

382500094 38-07-21-202-

104.000-034 $824.68 MARTIN

PENNY L & THOMAS B 130

E ARCH ST PORTLAND IN

47371-0000 

382500095 38-07-21-203-

076.000-034 $16,333.31

SNYDER LEWIS 123 N

MERIDIAN St PORTLAND

IN 47371-0000 

382500096 38-07-21-203-

126.000-034 $5,003.51

HUMMER CHRISTY L 134 E

WATER St PORTLAND IN

47371-0000 

382500097 38-07-29-101-

022.000-034 $570.61 LINN

DENNIS L 830 S SHANK ST

PORTLAND IN 47371-0000 

382500098 38-07-29-101-

079.000-034 $1,712.91

BERMUDEZ NATIVIDAD

DE JESUS VACANT LOTS S

BRIDGE STREET

PORTLAND IN 47371-0000 

Total Properties: 95 

I hereby certify that the

foregoing is a true list of

lots and land returned

delinquent for the

nonpayment of taxes and

special assessments for the

time periods set forth, also

subsequent delinquent

taxes, current taxes and

costs due thereon and the

same are chargeable with

the amount of tax, etc., with

which they are charged on

said list. 

Given under my hand and

seal this 

6th day of August, 2025. 

Emily Franks, Auditor, 

Jay County, Indiana. 
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Public Notice
NOTICE OF DETERMINATION 

TO ENTER INTO AMENDMENT TO LEASE
Pursuant to Indiana Code 6-1.1-20-5, notice is hereby given that
the Board of School Trustees of the Jay School Corporation de-
termined to enter into an Amendment to Lease and issue bonds
in an aggregate amount not to exceed $18,285,000 to fund various
improvements to the Jay County Jr-Sr High School building and
athletic grounds, including, but not limited to, the following: (i)
certain architectural and school safety improvements includ-
ing, but not limited to, roofing, security upgrades, sidewalk and
masonry repairs; (ii) certain functional improvements includ-
ing, but not limited to, updating the former TV studio, band and
choir rooms, wrestling rooms and kitchen; (iii) certain mechan-
ical improvements including, but not limited to, replacing the
pool dehumidification unit, water mains and building HVAC
controls; (iv) certain electrical improvements including, but not
limited to, the replacement of the main electrical switchgear
and related panels; (v) certain outdoor athletic improvements
including, but not limited to, a rebuilt tennis court, a rebuilt
track, and upgrades to extend the useful life of the football sta-
dium and baseball dugouts; and (vi) other related acquisitions
(including real property if desired), improvements, upgrades,
equipping, and renovations in connection therewith.

Dated: July 30, 2025
BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES OF
THE JAY SCHOOL CORPORATION

Marcie Vormohr
Secretary

CR 8-6-2025 -HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE OF EXECUTION OF AMENDMENT TO LEASE

BETWEEN THE JAY SCHOOL CORPORATION 
AND BUILDING CORPORATION OF JAY SCHOOLS

Pursuant to action previously taken by the Board of School
Trustees of the Jay School Corporation (the “School Corpora-
tion”), an Amendment to Lease (the “Lease Amendment”) be-
tween the School Corporation and the Building Corporation of
Jay Schools (the “Building Corporation”) was executed on July
29, 2025. The Lease Amendment covers the construction, reno-
vation, remodeling, repair and/or equipping of all or a portion
of the Jay County Jr-Sr High School building and athletic
grounds. A copy of the Lease Amendment is on file at the Cen-
tral Office of the School Corporation, 414 Floral Avenue, Port-
land, Indiana, and is available for inspection during normal
business hours.

Dated: July 30, 2025
BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES OF
THE JAY SCHOOL CORPORATION

Marcie Vormohr
Secretary

CR 8-6-2025 -HSPAXLP
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Sports
Wednesday, August 6, 2025

FRHS boys and girls golf
beat Tri-Village Monday, 
see roundup below

FRHS girls golf plays in the
Gary Broering Invite today,

see Sports on tap

ARCANUM, Ohio —
The Tribe tripped up early
against the Patriots in
2024 before putting togeth-
er one of  the strongest
seasons in program histo-
ry.

In 2025, they got off  on a
much better foot.

The Fort Recovery High
School girls golf  team
beat the Tri-Village Patri-
ots 201-222 at Beechwood
Golf  Course to open the
season on Monday.

Fort Recovery’s return-
ing leader, Olivia Knapke,
also had a strong start to
the season as her round of
44 earned her match
medalist honors. Tri-Vil-
lage Reagan Brewer post-
ed a 46 to lead the Patriots.

The other three return-
ing members of  the 2024
varsity squad filled in the
rest of  the score for the
Indians (1-0). Georgia
Wenning carded a 51 out
of  the No. 4 position,
while Mallory Evers
trailed by just one stroke.
Evvie Briner’s 54 brought
the Tribe up to the final of
201.

Sophomores Layla Arm-
strong and Emily Boeck-
man also competed, but
their scores of  65 and 66,
respectively, didn’t crack
the top five to affect the
final.

LeFevre leads
ARCANUM, Ohio —

Reece LeFevre shot an even
36 to lead Fort Recovery’s
boys golf  team to a 171-202
victory over Tri-Village in
Monday’s season opener at
Beechwood Golf  Course.

LeFevre slipped up on
the 13th and 14th holes with
a double-bogey and a bogey,
but birdies on the 11th, 15th
and 18th kept him even as
he claimed the match
medalist title.

Tri-Village’s Brecken
Gray posted the Patriots’
top score of  43, which Caleb
Smith beat by one stroke.
The junior Indian finished
with one birdie, two pars,
five bogeys and one double-
bogey.

Freshman Andrew
Rehmert followed with a 46,
while Carter Fortkamp
carded a 47 to round out the
team score. Luke Fortkamp
and Garrett Diller didn’t
finish far behind as they
shot 48 and 49 respectively,
despite their scores not
affecting the final.

FR girls golf
opens with win

FRHS
Roundup

Local schedule
Today

Fort Recovery — Girls golf at Gary
Broering Invite – 8:30 a.m.

Thursday
Fort Recovery — Boys golf vs. New Bre-

men – 3 p.m.; Volleyball scrimmage at
Memorial – 5 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

11 a.m. — Little League World Series

(ESPN)
2:20 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

Chicago Cubs (FDSN Indiana)
4 p.m. — Athletes Unlimited Softball:

Team Ocasio vs. Team Corrick (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — Athletes Unlimited Softball:

Team Lorenz vs. Team Kilfoyl (ESPN2)

Thursday
1 p.m. — Little League World Series

(ESPN2)
6:40 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at

Pittsburgh Pirates (FDSN Indiana)

Sports on tap

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

GENEVA — The Patriots
graduated their top golfer from
last season. Two more won’t
play this year after not coming
out for the team or healing from
offseason surgery.

With just one returner in the
lineup along with three fresh-
men and a first-year golfer, the
season opener was more about
laying groundwork to build
upon throughout the season.

Jay County High School’s
girls golf  team opened the 2025
season Monday morning at the
South Adams Invite at Wabash
Valley Golf  Course by finishing
ninth with 484 strokes.

A pair of  Allen County Ath-
letic Conference foes took the
top two spots as Bluffton fin-
ished first with a 369, while
Adams Central was the only
other team to break 400 at 398
strokes.

Frankton (402) and Bellmont
(409) took the third and fourth
spots before another pair of
ACAC teams, Southern Wells
(433) and South Adams (434) fol-
lowed. Canterbury broke up the
ACAC teams with 449 strokes
for seventh place.

Heritage claimed eighth with
475 before Jay County’s 484-
stroke eighth-place finish. The
Patriots did manage to finish
above Bishop Luers, which shot
a 503.

With how young the Patriots
are, JCHS coach Carissa Allred
put a lot of  focus on preparing
her golfers mentally for any
potential situation, even if  the
execution wasn’t perfect.

“Over the summer we worked
really hard at golf  etiquette and
the rules to get them prepared,”
Allred said. “Today honestly,
they were prepared for every
single obstacle that was thrown
their way, whether it was hit-
ting onto a cart path, hitting
into the water, or out of  bounds
or into a tree, they overall knew
what to do, when to do it and
how to do it. And I’m very
thankful for that.”

Erin Aker, the lone returner,
and Alexa Ridenour led the
Patriots with rounds of  119

strokes. (They finished 41
strokes behind Ellie Gatton of
Norwell, who earned match
medalist honors.)

Aker’s best stretch came near
the start of  the round – she teed
off  on hole No. 10 – as she card-
ed back-to-back bogeys on the
377-yard, par-5 11th hole and the
85-yard, par-3 12th hole. She
also added seven double-bogeys
to her score.

Aker significantly improved
her score from last season,
when she shot a 133 at the South
Adams Invite. In 2024, she fol-
lowed up the opening tourna-
ment with a 131 before lowering
it to a 119 at the ACAC tourna-
ment and 105 at the sectional.

“It pleases me 100%, because

what it does is it shows the girls
that with practice during the
offseason time, they can main-
tain if  not improve where they
left off  last season,” Allred
said.

Ridenour had a couple of
highlights during her round,
including being the only Patri-
ot to make it over the water on
the 18th hole.

Allred and Ridenour both
pointed out the sixth hole as a
good learning opportunity from
her varsity debut. The fresh-
men’s first shot on the 303-yard,
par-4 wound up on a cart path
with about 10 low-lying trees in
front of  her. Luckily, Allred was
there to help her through the
situation. While the freshman

still ended up with a double-par
on the hole, she punched out of
the early jam flawlessly.

“I just told myself  ‘I can do
it,’” Ridenour said about the
punchout. “‘But if  I don’t
there’s always a second chance.’
… It’s all your mindset. It’s just
how you approach the situa-
tion.”

Ridenour’s other highlight
came on the 14th hole, when her
short game came through to
help her make par on the 350-
yard, par-5.

She wasn’t the only Patriot to
make par as fellow freshman
Crystal Swartzentruber hit the
suggested mark on the 255-yard,
par-4 first hole and the 12th and
Elizabeth Brunswick matched

Swartzentruber with three
strokes on hole No. 12

“Some of  my new players shot
pars on hole and when they read
their score off  to me, it was very
pleasant to hear that,” Allred
said. “It’s, hopefully for them, a
self-esteem booster.”

Swartzentruber provided Jay
County’s third score with a 121,
while Brunswick rounded out
the team score at 125. Freshman
Reny Lingo shot a 132 that didn’t
affect the final.

The Patriots didn’t get much
time to reflect as they turned
right around to play in the Bell-
mont Invite on Tuesday, but
Allred is looking to have the
girls work on the short game in
the coming weeks.

Laying foundation
Young Patriots get their feet wet at the South Adams Invite

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Elizabeth Brunswick of the Jay County High School girls golf team watches her ball sail off the tee of the 15th hole
at Wabash Valley Golf Course on Monday during the season opening South Adams Invite. Brunswick bogeyed the 110-yard,
par-3 en route to a round of 125 that rounded out the Patriots team score of 484 that took ninth place.


