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Jackhammer job

Kyle Overla of Portland’s water department uses a jackhammer to chip away at a
section Votaw Street (Indiana 26/67) just west of Industrial Park Drive. He was working with Rick
Schlechty (at left) to find a water valve that was paved over years ago. Crews needed access to
the valve in conjunction with a renovation project at Crossroads Financial Federal Credit Union
on the north side of the street.

Redkey

$1

fires

former marshal

Jack accused
of violating
personnel
policy

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review
REDKEY — The former
town marshal has been
fired.
Redkey Town Council
decided at a special meet-
ing Monday to terminate

officer ~ Chris  Jack’s
employment, effective
immediately.

Council members’ 4-1
decision came after an
executive session held to
discuss Jack’s alleged
infractions of the town’s
personnel policy. Jack was
suspended with pay last
month and cited with a
major infraction for
allegedly “committing an
act of violence or an act
of improper or immoral
conduct while employed
by the Town.” Per the pol-

icy, employees who com-
mit major infractions may
be subject to termination.

According to Jack’s dis-
ciplinary action forms
and related documents, he
allegedly had a heated dis-
cussion with a local resi-
dent in July at Dollar Gen-
eral in Redkey. The docu-
ments say a witness told
police that the alleged
conflict involved “yelling,
finger pointing, and vul-
garity” and that threats
were made by both par-
ties. Video footage from
the incident did not
include audio, and an
Indiana State Police inves-
tigation into the matter
was closed.

Another disciplinary
action form indicated
Jack refused to follow the
chain of command for
reporting attendance.

When asked for details
about the cause of his ter-
mination, Jack alleged
council president Brenda
Beaty made up reasons to
fire him. He said he didn’t
make threats against the
resident, noting that Indi-
ana State Police’s investi-
gation was closed.

See Fires page 2

Sewer, water
rates increasing

Council OKs
3% bumps
to go into

effect in
February

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

DUNKIRK — Sewer and
water rates will go up in
February.

Dunkirk City Council
approved ordinances
increasing sewer and water
rates by 3%, as they had
discussed at meetings over
the last two months.

The increases push the
minimum water rate to
$25.54 per month from the
current $24.80 and the min-
imum sewer rate to $17.90
per month from the current
$16.87.

The ordinance regard-
ing sewer rates also
increases the fee for han-
dling waste from septic
tanks to 9 cents per gallon
from the previous 4 cents
per gallon. That increase
will go into effect immedi-
ately.

It will be the third con-
secutive 3% increase for
the city on its water and
sewer rates. Enacting regu-
lar incremental annual
increases in order to help
build balances for needed
water and sewer projects
was part of the city’s mas-
ter utility plan.

“We’ve been working on
this probably the last five
years,” said Dunkirk
Mayor Jack Robbins.
“We’ve been doing 2% (or
3%), instead of trying to go
five years without and
make one big jump. (We're)
keeping it to where it’s not
that much.”

See Rates page 2

FRLS finishing projects

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY — Fort
Recovery Local Schools students
return to classes Tuesday.

Summer projects at the school
buildings are wrapping up in
preparation.

Superintendent Tony Stahl
shared an update during Mon-
day’s Fort Recovery School Board
meeting about a few projects that
are set to be completed before the
first day of school.

The heating, ventilation and
air conditioning project at Fort
Recovery Elementary/Middle
School is mostly complete, with
major demolition, installation
and electrical work finished. The
$870,000 project completed by
Smith-Boughan Mechanical

New HVAC and intercoms
will be ready for the first
day of school next week

members about a survey conduct-
ed in April and May.

The survey drew 113 responses,
with the largest demographic of
responders being parents with
school-aged children. He pointed
to generally positive feedback
regarding school communica-
tions, including 73% of respon-

the school year,” he said, noting
contractors will visit the school
and enter the ceiling in order to
measure airflow.

A new bell and intercom sys-
tem has also been installed at the
elementary/middle school, simi-
lar to the paging system the high
school began using last year. (It

has a two-way communication
system, allowing the main office
and classrooms to engage in con-
versation.) It should be fully func-
tional by next week, Stahl noted.

Also, new copiers provided
through a 60-month lease with
Modern Office Methods will be
put in place Thursday. Plans are
to train staff on the new equip-
ment Friday.

dents strongly agreeing they are
satisfied with the way they are
currently receiving messages
from the school and 93% of
respondents agreeing or strongly
agreeing that the school commu-
nicates important information in
a timely manner. Respondents
overall rated the school an aver-
age of 4.3 stars out of 5 stars in
terms of communication.

Service Solutions of Lima, Ohio,
involved replacing outdated vari-
able air volume control boxes that
controlled airflow. Stahl noted a
few loose ends in the works,
although he pointed out contrac-
tors plan to have the system fully
operational by the end of the
week.

“There is going to be some bal-
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Court candy

Jasmine Esparza, second runner up in the
Miss Jay County pageant, tosses candy to Gas
Boom Days paradegoers Saturday. Another festival
is scheduled for this weekend, with Glass Days on
Saturday in Dunkirk.

Coming up

Thursday — Coverage of

““ |

ancing that’s going to go on into Stahl also updated school board See Projects page 2
Deaths Weather In review
Jay County had a high tem-
perature of 89 degrees Monday: Jay County Plan

Nathaniel Wickey, 15 days,
Bryant
Details on page 2.

The low was 73.

There is a 40% chance of
showers tonight with thunder-
storms possible. The low will be
in the lower 60s. Expect mostly
sunny skies Thursday with a
high in the lower 80s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Commission will meet at 6 p.m.
Thursday at Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland. The
meeting will include discussion
of regulations for solar, wind,
battery storage and data center
facilities.

this week’s Portland Park
Board meeting.

Friday — Details from
Wednesday'’s Jay County Coun-
cil meeting.

Saturday — Photos from the
Fort Recovery football scrim-
mage against Indian Lake.
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Continued from page 1

He explained that
increases are necessary
because the cost of chemicals,
water meters and replacing
lines have all gone up.

There were no comments
during the public hearing on
the water and sewer rate
increases.

Council members Christy
Curts, Dan Watson, Donna
Revolt and Randy Murphy
approved the increases unani-
mously. Council president
Jesse Bivens was absent.

the

Council also heard a request
for a $25,000 downtown revital-
ization loan from Zach Crouch,
who owns the building at 326 S.
Main St. The location is now
known as Glass Capital Com-
mons and has a daycare operat-
ing in some of the space.
Crouch explained that the goal
is to bring several businesses
into the former church.

Crouch said about $53,000
has been invested into rehabili-
tating the building already.

Council members briefly dis-
cussed the loan, which would

have a five-year payback peri-
od. City attorney Wes Scheme-
naur said he will put together a
draft agreement for both
Crouch and city officials to
review.

Robbins also reported that
Dunkirk Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation has deeded
the former Stewart Brothers
building (304 S. Main St.) to
Rock Joak LLC, a partnership
between Rock Fuqua, Oakland
Gaerke and Jesse Walter. The
trio made improvements to the
building, including new win-

dows, as part of an agreement
with the city to take over own-
ership. The goal is to create
apartments upstairs with retail
space on the first floor.

He told council that Dunkirk
Industrial Development Corpo-
ration has also taken owner-
ship of the adjacent 303 S. Main
St. from Andrew Bishop. The
city is in the process of apply-
ing for a grant through the
Indiana Office of Community
and Rural Affairs to demolish
the structure. Robbins
explained that through the

grant, the property would need
to be maintained as green
space for at least five years.

In other business, council:

-Set residential trick-or-treat
hours for 5:30 to 8 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 31. A trunk-or-treat event
will be held at the same time at
Dunkirk City Park.

«Approved a resolution to
transfer $6,864.56 from the fire
protection contract fund to the
fire department non-reverting
fund.

«OK’d the payment of
$498,919.54 in claims.

CR almanac

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
8/14 8/15 8/16 8/17 8/18
83/63 | 87/65 | 90/70 | 91/70 | 89/66
Thursday’s Friday looks Mostly Hot tem- Mostly
forecast to be sunny|sunny on Sat- | peratures on | sunny on
shows mostly | with highs in|urday  when | Sunday with | Monday with

sunny skies [the mid to|there’s a slight | highs in the | another
with highs in | upper 80s. chance of rain. | low 90s. | slight chance
the low 80s. Slight chance | of rain.

of showers.

Lotteries

Powerball
Monday
6-16-33-40-62
Power Ball: 2
Power Play: 2
Estimated

$526 million

jackpot:

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:
$182 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 4-5-5
Daily Four: 0-5-4-1
Quick Draw: 3-4-5-10-
11-12-15-17-18-20-25-27-30-

Daily Four: 8-2-6-7

Quick Draw: 3-4-9-12-
13-14-27-28-34-39-49-53-64-
68-69-71-74-76-78-79

Cash 5: 18-21-27-32-40

Estimated jackpot:
$115,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 5-8-5
Pick 4: 9-6-5-9
Pick 5: 2-8-3-0-1
Evening
Pick 3: 0-7-8
Pick 4: 2-3-6-5
Pick 5: 7-8-4-0-9
Rolling Cash: 6-11-24-

31-37-49-66-68-69-71 29-36
Evening Estimated jackpot:
Daily Three: 4-6-6 $120,000
Markets
Cooper Farms Sept. beans .............. 9.61
(F:ort Recovery Wheat .....oovvveennnn. 4.88
(0] 1 o DRI 4.04
Sept. corn ................ 402 ADM .
Oct..corn ................ 3.90 Montpelier
gor? .......................... gg%
: = ept. corn ................ .
Fgﬁ;l;lﬁllorefmmg Begns ........................ 9.75
Sept. beans .. ..9.70
COIrNu.ceeeeeeeeeen. 4.07 Wheat oo 4.88
Sept. corn ................ 3.97
Oct. corn ... 3.93 Heartland
The Andersons G pthony o
Richland Township  Sept.corn ................ 3.97
COrN eeevveveeiieeeeenns 3.87 BeanS....ecceeeeeen.. 9.71
Sept. corn ................ 3.87 Sept. beans .............. 9.41
Beans.......cccecveeeeennnn 9.61 Wheat ......cccce..... 4.58

Today in history

In 1521, Hernan
Cortes of Spain cap-
tured the city of

Tenochtitlan, which is
now Mexico City, after
having it under siege for
93 days. The victory
brought an end to the
Aztec empire.

In 1889, William Gray
patented the first coin-
operated telephone. In
1898, the U.S. Army took
control of the port of
Manila in the Philip-
pines during the Span-
ish-American War.

In 1899, movie direc-
tor Alfred Hitchcock
was born in London.

In 1918, Opha May
Johnson became the
first woman to enlist in
the U.S. Marine Corps.

In 1926, Cuban leader
Fidel Castro was born in

Biran, Cuba. He led his
country from 1959 until
his death in 2016.

In 1960, Central
African Republic gained
its independence from
France.

In 1972, the Portland
Rockets stayed alive in
the Eastern Indiana
Baseball League tourna-
ment as they defeated
the Dunkirk Watsons 11-
5.

In 1997, “South Park”
debuted on Comedy
Central.

In 2021, former Jay
County resident Levi
Long, 22, died of a self-
inflicted gunshot wound
from the previous day in
an incident the Allen
County coroner ruled a
homicide-suicide.

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Today

8 am. — Upper
Wabash River Basin
Commission, Wells

Carnegie Government
Annex, 223 W. Washing-
ton St., Bluffton.

5 pm. — Jay County
Commissioners and Jay
County Council joint
session, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court

St., Portland.

6:15 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Commissioners, Jay
County Council and Jay
County Country Living
Advisory Board joint
session, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

Thursday

6 p.m. — Jay County
Plan Commission, Com-
munity Resource Cen-
ter, 118 S. Meridian St.,
Portland.

Projects ...

Continued from page 1

He noted areas for
improvement or review,
such as data showing 62%
of respondents strongly
agreeing that “having a
school website that is easy
to use and providing up-to-
date, useful information” is
important but only 10.6%
of respondents strongly
agreeing that the “school’s
website is an engaging des-
tination that (they) look
forward to exploring.”

He shared plans to con-
tinue reviewing the data
with the district leader-
ship team, with the group
to likely share a presenta-
tion with school board
members on further find-
ings at the end of the
school year.

Also Monday, school
board members were
reminded by Fort Recovery
Middle School principal
Holly (Gann) Wermert
about the middle school’s
scheduled pickups for
school materials and year-
books from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Wednesday. Open houses
for each school are slated
from 3:30 to 7 p.m. Monday,
Aug. 18. (Fort Recovery
High School will host its
annual new student and
freshmen orientation from

Capsule Reports

School open house
sessions are set for
3:30 to 7 p.m. Monday

10 to 11:30 a.m. Friday in
the high school commons.)

In other business, school
board members Sean
Kahlig, Mitch Fullenkamp,
Greg  LeFevre, Nick
Wehrkamp and Don Wen-
del:

«Approved the following:
a resolution declaring Fort
Recovery Local Schools
will not provide career
technical education to stu-
dents enrolled in seventh
and eighth grade for the
2025-26 school year; a reso-
lution allowing Fort Recov-
ery High School juniors
and seniors to drive them-
selves to Celina for Tri-
Star Career Compact;
Stahl as Fort Recovery
Local Schools’ representa-
tive for the
Mercer/Auglaize Benefit
Trust; designating the cer-
tificates of deposit and
bonds as inactive deposits

until their maturity date;
and paying $999 to Indiana
Farm Bureau Insurance.
«Authorized the superin-
tendent and treasurer to
enter into a security serv-
ices agreement with the
Village of Fort Recovery
for certain athletic and
extracurricular events.
*Reassigned bus driver
Monika Johnson as trans-
portation
coordinator/office assis-
tant with bus route duties

effective Monday.
*Reappointed Fort

Recovery Public Library

Board trustee Laura

Heitkamp for another
seven-year term.

«Authorized the superin-
tendent and food service
personnel to follow nutri-
tion standards policy that
meets Ohio Revised Code
for food and beverages sold
on school premises.

Cafe hit

A North Carolina man drove into the
side of Jinny's Cafe in Bryant, causing
injuries to six patrons about 5:27 p.m.

Sunday.

Harvey L. Fox, 81, Newton, was park-
ing his 2022 Ram 3500 in the lot at 305 N.
Hendricks St. (U.S. 27) on the south side
of the restaurant when his foot slipped
off the brake pedal, according to a Jay
County Sheriff’s Office report. He told
police his foot slid over to the accelerator
pedal, causing his truck to crash into the

side of the building.

Those injured inside the restaurant
during the incident included Annette
Garcia, Geneva, who was transported to

IU Health Jay for back, shoulder and

neck pain on her left side. Fred Garcia of
Geneva was transported to IU Health Jay
for lower back pain. Priscilla Garcia of

Portland complained of left knee and

treatment.

ankle pain. Alejandro Alvarado of Gene-
va complained of right shoulder pain.
Juan Espinoza of Geneva complained of
lower back pain. (Priscilla Garcia,
Alvarado and Espinoza told police they
would drive themselves to the hospital.)

Jerry Sullivan of Portland refused

Jinny’s Cafe is owned by Brooke

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

Henry.
Damage was estimated between
$25,000 and $50,000.

Obituaries

Nathaniel E.N. Wickey,
Bryant, July 24, 2025-Aug. 8,
2025. Services were held Sat-
urday at the Wickey residence.

The Commercial Review
publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include name,
city, birth/death date and
services.

Fires ...

Continued from page 1

“I will be filing (law)suits
against her for all this
stuff,” he said.

Council member “Water-
mellon” Jim Phillips made
a motion Monday to place
Jack on “probation,” which
would involve creating a
performance improvement
plan with 30-day reviews
for Jack moving forward.
The motion died for lack of
a second.

With Phillips dissenting,
council members Byron
Daugherty, Floyd Life,
Jenny Staver and Beaty
then voted to terminate
Jack.

Alex Heath is currently
serving as marshal. He’s
attending Indiana Law
Enforcement Academy
through September.

SERVICES

Aug. 30
Shilt, Donald: || a.m,, Trib-
ute Funeral Homes, 1000 N.

Broadway St., Greenville, Ohio.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

071 9]

(b N260) 726-814
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By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

I think I might need to take
up gardening.

But as every parent of a
toddler — or multiple children
— knows, there’s simply not
enough time to take up
another hobby.

Thankfully at this point in
her young life, Baby Schanz
isn’t too picky when it comes
to food. She’ll eat just about
anything.

When it comes to proteins,
chicken, beef and pork are
no problem.

She also eats and handles
the allergens well. Eggs,
fish, shellfish, tree nuts and
peanuts are no bother for
her body. She does have a
slight issue with cow’s milk
protein, and we have been
told by her allergist that
she’ll eventually grow out of
it.

She enjoys her vegetables.
Peas especially. If we serve
her a side of mixed veggies,
she’ll pick out the peas one
by one and eat them before
getting to the rest of her
side.

Dairy, especially cheese, is
one of her favorite foods.
When we serve her a meal
that includes cheese it’s often
the first thing she reaches
for.

I need to be a gardener,
though, if my wife and I want
to keep up with our daugh-
ter’s favorite type of food.

Fruits.
Blackberries. Blueberries.
Raspberries. Bananas.

Strawberries. Grapes.

If her plate has fruit AND
cheese on it, she’s reaching
for the fruit.

If it’s a fruit, she’ll destroy
it.

In large quantities, too.

She’s certainly not alone in
her love of fruits. I eat at
least one banana a day, and
blueberries typically three
days a week as part of the
lunch I take to work.

Because we go through so
many blueberries, Chrissy
and I took Baby Schanz to a
local blueberry patch to pick
the fruit. It’s been a yearly
tradition since we moved
back to Saginaw in 2021.

The first time we went,
Chrissy held our daughter
while she picked the fruit to
put in a bucket. The bucket
happened to be within arm’s
reach of our daughter, and
Chrissy just couldn’t pick the
berries fast enough. As soon
as she put a handful into the
bucket, they disappeared.

Our daughter was getting
her fill.

Just this past weekend we
went for the second time, and
allowed Baby Schanz to walk
around so her parents could
use both of their hands to
pick the berries.

Baby Schanz found a new

Patch visit prompts hobby

way to get her fix: pick direct-
ly from the bush. Even when
we picked her up so she
wouldn’t wander, she still
grabbed straight from the
source and put them into her
mouth.

On one occasion, she
skipped the part where she
used her hand and picked
one right off the bunch with
her mouth.

She is her father’s daugh-
ter.

When we were done, we
had about six pounds of
berries between my wife’s
bucket and mine. There had
to be another pound or so in
our daughter’s belly.

A morning well spent. Just
to fill the dietary needs of
our daughter.

Certainly she won’t eat all
six pounds because of how
often I eat them. She’ll defi-
nitely get plenty.

With recent grocery prices
rising, especially for pro-
duce, if she keeps up the
trend of ravishing fruits at
the rate she is now I'm not
sure we’ll be able to afford to
keep replenishing our refrig-
erator.

Growing our own seems
like it might be a viable
option to save some money.

So it looks like I'll have to
find time to start gardening.

Chris Schanz is a former
CR Sports Editor who’s look-
ing for a secret stash of fruits
to feed his daughter. Send
leads to
christopher.schanz@gmail.co
m.

Marriage has been
quickly going to pot

DEAR ABBY: My husband is
gomg to be 70 next month. He is
in good physical shape but has
taken up smoking marijuana
every day. He says he is addict-
ed. I have told him how much I
hate that he uses dope. He quits
for a while and then goes back to
it.

We have been married almost
50 years. I would be disappoint-
ed filing for divorce, but I am
starting to think it’s my only
way out of a situation that has
become increasingly frustrat-
ing. His doctor has told him it
probably won’t kill him. Seri-
ously? What’s your advice,
Abby? — POTHEAD’S WIFE IN
ARIZONA

DEAR WIFE: Unless there
are other reasons why you
want out of your marriage,
perhaps you should lighten
up. Some people smoke mari-
juana to relax or to relieve
tension, depression or even
boredom. Do you know why
your husband does it on a
daily basis, and why you are
bothered to the point you are
considering divorce? Before
talking to an attorney, you
might benefit from attending
a few Nar-Anon meetings to
gain some insight. They’re as
near as your computer at nar-
anon.org.

DEAR ABBY: 1 recently
bought a new house. I was down-
sizing because my mother has
passed away and my daughter
went out of state to college. I
invited my best friend and her
son over. We have been best
friends since junior high, and I
love her dearly.

I actually bought my new fur-

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Today

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For

more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

JAY COUNTY CIVIC
THEATRE — Holds its
regular meeting at 6:30
pm. on the second
Wednesday of each month
in the boardroom at Arts
Place, 131 E. Walnut St.,
Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES —
Will meet at 6 p.m., on the
second and fourth
Wednesday of the month
at the Eagles’ lodge, 320 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Thursday
SMART RECOVERY —
A group for those strug-

Sudoku

gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 am. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792.

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
HEALTH JAY HOSPITAL
OSTOMY SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of each month in Indiana
University Health Jay
Hospital Conference Room
B. The group is for ostomy
and intestinal diversion
patients and their friends
and family to offer mutual
support and learn about
the latest products and
information.

JAY COUNTY TRAILS
CLUB — Will meet at 7
p.m. the second Thursday
of each month at Jay Com-
munity Center.

Friday

DUNKIRK  HISTORI-
CAL MUSEUM — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the third Friday and Sat-
urday of each month at

Webster Depot, 132 W.
Railroad St.
PAST RECOVERY

SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. To learn
more information, please
call (260) 251-3259.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will meet at
noon Friday, Aug. 15, at
Harmony Cafe in Port-
land.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
aum. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call

1-855-837-5131

niture with weight considera-
tions as a factor because she and
her son weigh about 1,000
pounds combined. As they sat
down, my friend joked about
having broken other people’s
furniture in the past. Then
there was an audible “crack” as
they sat down on my couch. She
just looked at me and made no
comment.

Abby, I know friendship is
more valuable than a couch, but
she wants to bring more of her
family over to visit. I simply
can’t afford to buy a $900 couch
every few months. Can you
please help? HESITANT
HOSTESS

DEAR HOSTESS: Your
friend should have offered to
pay to have your new sofa
repaired or replaced. That
she heard the wood crack
under the burden of their
weight and said nothing
speaks volumes to me. In the
future, visit her at her home,
but refrain from inviting her
to visit or bring relatives to
your home again.

Dear Abby is written by Abi-
gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or PO. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

arter Fac
just pay shipping

Discreet Delivery

(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.
DUNKIRK  HISTORI-

CAL MUSEUM — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the third Friday and Sat-
urday of each month at
Webster Depot, 132 W.
Railroad St.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.

Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Must present off

Transform

Your Bathroom -
and Change

Your Life.

er at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions may apply. Offer available in select
markets only. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 13VH11096000

0 [

TOILET + $1,500 OFF

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-743-1911
A safestep

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value.

Don’t Wait Act Now!

Advertise your heating, cooling and plumbing business!

Or run a 4x4 ad once a week in
the publication(s) of your choice:

Run a 4x4 ad once a week
throughout August in:

- . .
Level: Intermediate ] i 4 . The CommerCIal ReVIeW The Commercial Review.... $275
> N 4 % g
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Reading negotlatlons came to halt

Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from Aug. 12,
2005. Jack was a reader with eclec-
tic tastes. He’d mention books all
the time. Generally the staff
would look around, attempting to
ascertain if the books were recog-
nizable to anyone in the room.
Often, they were not. But consider-
ing his reading options can help
broaden horizons, Harry Potter or
not.

By JACK RONALD

The Commercial Review

Some serious negotiations are
under way at our house, and
Harry Potter is involved.

No, not the wizard himself. The
books.

It started long before the latest
in JK. Rowling’s string of best-
sellers hit the bookshelves — or,
in the case of LoBill’s in Port-
land, the produce shelves.

Cognitive testing
bill was on track

Back in
the Saddle

All of my daughters have
become devotees of the Potter
books. And my wife has joined
them.

I'm left — alone with the dog,
whose reading skills are sub-par
— out in the cold, so to speak. As
they exchange speculation about
plots and characters and future
twists the author may have in
mind, I remain blissfully clue-
less.

Well, perhaps not blissfully.

I've been under a certain

amount of pressure to go over to
the other side, to defect to the Pot-
terites and pick up one of the
doorstop-sized volumes while on
vacation.

And I don’t respond well to
pressure.

In fact, it tends to make me
stubborn, especially where books
are concerned.

Unfortunately, I've already
passed along this trait to my chil-
dren, who can tell you that —
during their adolescent years —
the fastest way to guarantee that
they would not read a book was
for their father to recommend it.

It’s not a particularly redeem-
ing character trait. In fact, it can
be irritating. But it’s real, and
we're stuck with it.

Trouble is, I just can’t get too
excited by the subject matter. I've
watched the movies — after a cer-

tain amount of prodding — and
will admit to being entertained.

But when it comes to a book for
the beach, Harry’s staying on his
shelf.

At least he was, until the nego-
tiations started.

I can’t remember whose idea it
was, probably mine in a desper-
ate attempt to get my daughter
Sally off my back.

How about, I suggested, if I
read a Harry Potter book and you
read one of the books I've been
recommending?

Sounds fair enough, but now
we’re trying to determine parity
between her Potter and my rec-
ommendations.

Sally insists that I'll breeze
through the first Potter book in
no time, but I'm trying to put a
premium on my resistance.

It wouldn’t be fair, I have

argued, for her reading my
favorite novel, Ali and Nino, to be
equal to my reading the first Pot-
ter. I ought to get something
extra, I figure, simply because it’s
not a book I'd ordinarily opt to
read.

So I've been weighing my alter-
natives, good books I've enjoyed
in the past year or so that no one
else in the family has picked up,
particularly short stories by
William Trevor, novels by Ha Jin
and Jhumpa Lahiri, and poems
by Ted Kooser.

Sally, meanwhile, is countering
that it needs to be a book for book
trade-off and there should be
some equivalence between the
two. At the moment, there is no
end in sight.

Maybe we’ll get it sorted out
before the final book in the Potter
series appears.

IF TRUMP JOESN' T

The Seattle Times
Tribune News Service

When Republican Sen.
Mitch McConnell publicly
experienced episodes in
which  he appeared
to freeze during news con-
ferences, there were calls
for him to vacate his seat.

When the late Califor-
nia Democratic Sen.
Dianne Feinstein twice
read the same long-wind-
ed question to Twitter’s
CEO during a hearing in
2020, there were calls for
her to step aside.

And most recently,
when former President
Joe Biden had a disas-
trous performance during
a debate against President
Donald Trump on live TV,
Biden supporters and
detractors cited apparent
cognitive decline as a rea-
son for him to bow out of
the race.

In all three cases, and
others not so publicized,
constituents, political
pundits and Washington,
D.C., insiders have called
for more transparency
when it comes to the
mental fitness of elected
officials.

Finally, a Washington
lawmaker has mustered
up the guts to try to
address the problem, with
a focus on transparency.

U.S. Rep. Marie Glue-
senkamp Perez, D-
Washougal, tried in June
to get an amendment to
the House Appropria-
tions Committee’s fund-
ing bill passed that would
have created a pathway to
possibly remove House
members whose cogni-
tive abilities keep them
from fully serving their
constituents.

Had it passed, it would
have directed the Office
of Congressional Con-
duct to develop criteria
for the Ethics Committee
to evaluate any com-
plaint about a lawmak-
er’s cognitive deficiency.
The amendment failed
but Gluesenkamp Perez
said she’s not giving up.
She plans to reintroduce
the issue next year, possi-
bly as a bill.

She has been gauging
potential support from
both Democrats and
Republicans.

“You sit in the right
part of the House and
you see people get con-
fused about what’s going

n,” Gluesenkamp Perez
said.

Her proposal would be
bipartisan in practice
since the Ethics Commit-
tee’s 10 members are even-
ly split among Republi-
cans and Democrats. It

Guest
Editorial

... insiders
have called
Jor more
lransparency
when it comes
to the mental

fitness of

elected

officials.

also doesn’t discriminate
based on age.

“This can happen at
any point in life,” she
said of cognitive decline.

Gluesenkamp Perez
said a poll of subscribers
to her constituent newslet-
ter showed that 90% of
respondents agreed with
her proposal.

Gluesenkamp’s efforts
reflect her no nonsense
approach to governing,
and her ability to attract
support from both par-
ties, which is reflected in
the fact that Trump won
in her district in all three
of his elections.

In the private sector, if
an employee whose cog-
nitive abilities have
diminished to the point
where they can’t perform
the basic duties of their
job, an annual review or
colleagues would likely
send up red flags that
something is wrong. That
should be the case in
Congress. Unfortunately,
loyalty to individuals
keeps lawmakers from
tapping their colleagues
on the shoulder when
they notice serious prob-
lems.

With an elected official
compromised, others
could exert undue influ-
ence on their decisions.

Gluesenkamp Perez’s
proposal would place loy-
alty where it should be -
with the constituents.

LIKE THESTATISTICS,
HE FIRES THE FERSON
TIVINS H\M THE
STATISTICS.

so HE WANTS
FAKE NEWS.
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Plan dumps fairness and responsibility

By MOHAMMAD HOSSEINI
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

“America’s AI Action Plan,”
unveiled by the White House on July
23, aims to accelerate the innovation
of artificial intelligence by disman-
tling regulations and privatizing
infrastructure. What the plan does is
conflate innovation with deregula-
tion and frame Al as a race to be won
rather than a technology to be gov-
erned.

President Donald Trump signed
three executive orders to ensure that
the federal government approves data
centers as quickly as possible, pro-
mote the exporting of AI models for
the sake of American dominance and
guarantee that federally supported Al
systems are “ideologically neutral”
and reject “wokeism and critical race
theory.”

In its 24 pages, the plan does not
mention “ethics” at all and cites
“responsibility” once, in the context
of securing Al systems against adver-
sarial attacks. The “Build World-
Class Scientific Datasets” section is
the only part of the action plan that
explicitly mentions human rights:
“The United States must lead the cre-
ation of the world’s largest and high-
est quality Already scientific
datasets, while maintaining respect
for individual rights and ensuring
civil liberties, privacy, and confiden-
tiality protections.” However, without
protection measures, there is no
encouragement for responsible use
and deployment.

For example, the plan prioritizes a
narrow interpretation of national
security without addressing critical
ethical needs such as the protection
of vulnerable populations, children,
neurodivergent individuals and
minorities — issues that the Euro-
pean Union AI Act addresses.

And the plan’s only nod to misin-
formation is framed as a free speech
issue. Instead of trying to address it,
the plan suggests that references to it
should be eliminated: “Revise the
NIST AI Risk Management Frame-
work to eliminate references to mis-
information, Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion, and climate change.” Plac-

Mohammad,|
Hosseini

ing misinformation, DEI and climate
change in one bucket suggests that
these very different things can be
treated the same way. The implica-
tions of this policy include that
Google search, now enabled by Al,
might censor references to these top-
ics.

The plan also contains significant
accountability gaps. By rejecting
“onerous regulation,” the adminis-
tration effectively  green-lights
opaque Al systems, prioritizing
deregulation over transparency. It
does not incentivize processes to help
us understand the results produced
by Al, enforceable standards or over-
sight mechanisms.

For example, when Al systems dis-
criminate in hiring or health care,
there is no clear answer to questions
such as: How did this happen? Who is
responsible? And how can we prevent
this in the future?

The plan delegates oversight to pri-
vate corporations, relying on self-
policing as a substitute for gover-
nance. This hands-off approach mir-
rors a broader deregulatory play-
book: During a May 8 Senate hear-
ing led by US. Sen. Ted Cruz, the
Republican from Texas hailed “a
light-touch regulatory style” as a key
strategy.

This approach to data governance
also raises serious concerns about
fairness. While it calls “open-weight”
and “open-source” Al the engines of
innovation, it mandates that federally
funded researchers must disclose
“non-proprietary, non-sensitive
datasets” used in AI research. This
creates a double standard: Academic
researchers and institutions should
share data in the name of trans-
parency, while private corporations
are free to hoard proprietary datasets

in their ever-expanding data centers.
The result is an ecosystem in which
public research fuels private profit,
reinforcing the dominance of tech
giants.

Indeed, rather than leveling the
playing field, the plan risks entrench-
ing imbalances in access, ownership,
possession and control over the data
that powers Al

Furthermore, by ignoring copy-
right, the plan invites the unchecked
scraping of creative and scientific
work, which risks normalizing
extracting data without attribution
and creating a chilling effect on open
scholarship. Researchers might ask
themselves: Why publish clean and
reusable data if it becomes free train-
ing material for for-profit companies
such as Meta or OpenAI?

During his introductory remarks at
a White House Al summit, Trump
provided the rationale: “You can’t be
expected to have a successful Al pro-
gram when every single article, book
or anything else that you’ve read or
studied you’re supposed to pay for.”
However, before the recent wave of
deregulation, AI companies had
begun forming licensing agreements
with publishers. For instance, Ope-
nATI’s two-year agreement with The
Associated  Press signed in
2023 showed that publishers could
license high-quality, fact-checked
archives for training purposes and
also allow their content to be dis-
played with proper attribution in Al-
generated outputs.

Without a doubt, the plan can tur-
bocharge corporate American Al —
but likely at the expense of the demo-
cratic values the U.S. has long worked
to uphold. The document positions Al
as a tool of national self-interest and
a driver of global divides. While
Americans have the right to want to
win the Al race, the greater danger is
that they might win it on terms that
erode the very values the nation has
for so long declared to defend.

Hosseini is an assistant professor in
the Department of Preventive Medi-
cine at Northwestern University’s
Feinberg School of Medicine.
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“If you drop that ball, Jeffy, Daddy
will have to fish it out of
the ocean.”
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HOPEFULLY WE WILL FIND
SOMETHING AMUSING Td Do,
SOMETHING EXCITING TO DO
OR SOMETHING HEART-STOPPING

OUTRAGEOUS TO DO!
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The bidding:
West North  East South
I ] Dble 24 4 &
44 b J Pass Pass
Dble
Opening lead — four of diamonds,

Assume you're South and get to
five clubs doubled on the bidding
shown, West leads the four of dia-
monds. How should you proceed?

When the deal occurred, declarer
won the diamond with the gueen
and, without giving the matter
much thought, led the queen of
clubs, West took the queen with the
ace and realized that if South had a
singleton spade, which seemed
likely on the bidding. his only
chance to defeat the contract was
Lo put his pariner on lead in order

o gel a diamond return.

West therefore led a low spade at
trick three, refraining from cashing
the ace first (which would have
handed South the contract). As
West hoped. East won with the
king and had no trouble diagnosing
the reason for his partner’s under-
lead of the ace. He returned a dia-
mond at trick four for West to ruff,
and declarer went down one.

South clearly did not give enough
consideration to the bidding and
the opening lead. West’s opening
bid and rebid, combined with his
double of five clubs, indicated that
he had virtually all the missing high
cards, It was also practically certain
that the opening diamond lead was
a singleton,

With all these clues confronting
him, declarer should have concen-
trated all his efforts on making sure
that East could not gain the lead to
give his partner a diamond ruff,

To forestall that possibility, South
should have cashed the ace of
hearts at trick two and led the
queen of hearls at trick three, After
East follows low. declarer discards
his spade loser on the queen. West
wins with the king, but there is no
longer any way for him (o reach
East for a diamond ruff. The only
other trick the defenders can score
is the ace of clubs, and South winds
up making the doubled game.

Tomorrow: A necessary assumption.
3025 King Fealures Syndicate Inc.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [F A FOOTBALL GAME
IS FULL OF SLY TRICKS, I THINK IT OUGHT
TO GET A PLOY-BY-PLOY COMMENTARY.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: [ equals P

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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I NEED TO PUT
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Between Friends

YOU WOULDN'T DO
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YOU, OLD PALY
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SIGH ... KIDS AND
CRAREER ANGST - THE
TIES THAT BIND
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DID YOU WANT TO COME DOWN
PANCAKES WHILE |
THEY'RE STILL
HOT, HONEY?
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I'M STILL SHAVING..CAN YOU
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WHERE'S THE
GENERALZ

Highway 67 W,
Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735
BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail
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Wendel’s

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning
P _, Von Schrader D'}'

N ! Foam Cleaning

For Quick Drying,
Residential &
Commercial

Green Seal®
Approved

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
Cell 260-729-2797

Bricher & Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,
Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa
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Find it - Buy I,
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141

basement waterproofing
experts. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or
concrete slab we’ll guide
you on the right path to a
healthy home. Act now!
Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free
consultation. 1-877-229-
0197

ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $300.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.

AUCTION OF a Lifetime
- Two Residential Devel-
opment Opportunities in
South Florida!

BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution.

CALL FOR Your Free
Author's Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/hoosier

CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no
hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and
text, starting at just
$20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-
572-5165

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-
844-244-7025 www.den-
tal50plus.com/hoosier
#6258

DIRECTV- All  your
entertainment. Nothing
on your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first
three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice
package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931

DO YOU know what'’s in
your water? Leaf Home
Water Solutions offers
FREE water testing and
whole home water treat-
ment systems that can
be installed in as little
one day. 15% off your
entire purchase. Plus
10% senior & military
discounts. Restrictions
apply. Schedule your
FREE test today. Call 1-
855-966-4836

DONATE YOUR car,
truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-877-414-
2352 today!

DON’'T MISS this
chance to bid on real
estate in South Gulf

Cove and North Port.
South Gulf Cove: 5 canal
lots, 13 building lots, and
1 newly constructed
home. North Port: 18
building lots and 6 newly
constructed homes. Auc-
tion Date: September 18
at 3:00 PM. For full
details, visit woltz.com or
call 800-551-3588. Woltz
& Associates, Inc. - Real
Estate Brokers & Auc-
tioneers, Roanoke, VA.
Russell Seneff
(AU4521), in conjunction
with  Murray R. Wise
(BK3295976). 5%
Buyer’s Premium.

FREEDOMCARE. LET
your loved ones care for
you and get paid!{Paid
by Medicaid. Choose
family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check
your eligibility today! Call
FreedomCare now! 1-
844-563-4012

READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE
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NEW WINDOWS from PREPARE FOR power 855-801-2797 GOODHEW’S ALL SEA- storage. Property also

Window Nation. Special
money saving offer - zero
down, zero payments,
zero interest for TWO
years AND buy 2 windows
and get 2 FREE! Offer is
valid for select models.
Labor not included. Other
restrictions apply. Call
Window Nation today!
866-553-0725

NO MORE cleaning out
gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is the most
advanced gutter protec-
tion for your home,
backed by a no-clog guar-
antee and lifetime trans-
ferrable warranty. Call
today 1-877-361-4260 to
schedule a FREE inspec-
tion and no obligation esti-
mate. Plus get 20% off!
Seniors and military save
an  additional  10%.
Restrictions apply, see
representative for warran-
ty and offer details.

PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call
877-930-3271

PREPARE FOR power
outages today with a Gen-
erac Home Standby Gen-
erator. Act now to receive
a FREE 5-Year warranty
with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-866-953-2203
today to schedule a free
quote. It’s not just a gener-
ator. It’s a power move.

outages with Briggs &
Stratton
PowerProtect(TM) stand-
by generators - the most
powerful home standby
generators available.
Industry-leading compre-
hensive warranty - 7 years
($849 value.) Proudly
made in the U.S.A. Call
Briggs & Stratton 1-877-
798-0270.

REPLACE YOUR roof
with the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer
up to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off
install (for military, health
workers & 1st respon-
ders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-866-781-6023

SAFE STEP. North
America’s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and
service. Now featuring
our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-855-743-
1911

SUNSETTER. AMERI-
CA’S Number One
Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or
patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year lim-
ited warranty. Call now
and SAVE $350 today! 1-

WE BUY Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-
855-655-7718

SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

50 RUMMAGE SALES

BIG YARD SALE August
13th-14th-15th. 8am-
5pm 3265 W. State Road
26 Portland, IN Lots of
tools and more.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,

roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquE,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 1702 W Tyson
Road, Portland IN
SATURDAY MORNING,
SEPTEMBER 6, 2025
9:30 A.M.

REAL ESTATE
Tract 1 - 2 story home
with approximately
2,048 square feet of liv-
ing space situated on
approximately 1.75
acres. 1st floor features
include kitchen with floor
to ceiling cabinets, din-
ing room, living room,
bedroom, full bathroom,
and enclosed front
porch. 2nd floor
includes 3 bedrooms
and 1 half bathroom.
Home is connected via
an enclosed area to a 2
car garage with approxi-
mately 895 square feet
and includes a pull down
stairway accessing attic

offersa 48’ x 56’ pole
building with front and
rear overhead doors,
enclosed shop/office
area, concrete floor, and
100 amp electrical serv-
ice.

Tract 2 - One acre bare
lot located just west of
the home on Tyson
Road.

Tract 3 - Forty-seven
+/- acres of bare land
located within the city
limits of Portland. This
property offers the rare
opportunity to purchase
land in Portland with
both agricultural and
commercial opportuni-
ties.

Tract 4 - Combination of
Tracts 1 and 2.
Tract 5 - Entire package
which includes house,
pole barn and 50 acres.
OPEN HOUSE: SUN-
DAY AUGUST 10, 2025
FROM 1:00 P.M. TO
3:00 P.M.

For more information or
private showing contact
GARY LOY, Auctioneer
and (260) 726-5160 or
KIM LOY, Real Estate
Broker at (260) 726-
2700.

THE ESTATE OF MAX
& BERNICE MCCLURG
Loy Auction
AC#31600027 Auction-
eers
Gary Loy AU0O1031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

Public Notice

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
TO ENTER INTO AMENDMENT TO LEASE
Pursuant to Indiana Code 6-1.1-20-5, notice is hereby given that
the Board of School Trustees of the Jay School Corporation de-
termined to enter into an Amendment to Lease and issue bonds
in an aggregate amount not to exceed $18,285,000 to fund various
improvements to the Jay County Jr-Sr High School building and
athletic grounds, including, but not limited to, the following: (i)
certain architectural and school safety improvements includ-
ing, but not limited to, roofing, security upgrades, sidewalk and
masonry repairs; (ii) certain functional improvements includ-
ing, but not limited to, updating the former TV studio, band and
choir rooms, wrestling rooms and kitchen; (iii) certain mechan-
ical improvements including, but not limited to, replacing the
pool dehumidification unit, water mains and building HVAC
controls; (iv) certain electrical improvements including, but not
limited to, the replacement of the main electrical switchgear
and related panels; (v) certain outdoor athletic improvements
including, but not limited to, a rebuilt tennis court, a rebuilt
track, and upgrades to extend the useful life of the football sta-
dium and baseball dugouts; and (vi) other related acquisitions
(including real property if desired), improvements, upgrades,
equipping, and renovations in connection therewith.
Dated: July 30, 2025
BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES OF
THE JAY SCHOOL CORPORATION
Marcie Vormohr
Secretary

CR 8-6-2025 -HSPAXLP

BANNERS
40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR

$695
GET ONE FOR
&350

Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,
Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.
Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

NOTICE OF REAL
PROPERTY
TAX SALE
Jay County Indiana
Beginning 10:00 AM Local
Time,
September 12, 2025
Commissioners' Room, 2nd
Floor
Jay County
Pursuant to the laws of the
Indiana General Assembly,
notice is hereby given that
the following described
property is listed for sale for
delinquent taxes and/or
special assessments.
The county auditor and
county treasurer will apply
on or after 08/26/2025 for a
court judgment against the
tracts or real property for an
amount that is not less than
the amount set out below and
for an order to sell the tracts
or real property at public
auction to the highest bidder,
subject to the right of
redemption. Any defense to
the application for judgment
must be filed with the Jay
County Superior Court and
served on the county auditor
and treasurer before
08/26/2025. The court will set
a date for a hearing at least
seven (7) days before the
advertised date of sale and
the court will determine any
defenses to the application
for judgment at the hearing.
The county auditor and the
county treasurer are entitled
to receive all pleadings,
motions, petitions, and other
filings related to the defense

to the application for
judgment.

Such sale will be held on
09/12/2025 at the

Commissioners' Room, 2nd
Floor and that sale will
continue until all tracts and
real property have been
offered for sale. At the
discretion of local officials,
the tax sale may switch to an
online format. If those
measures are taking place,
the public auction will be
conducted as an electronic
sale under IC 6-1.1-24-2 (b) 10
at www.zeusauction.com
commencing on the same
date/time listed above. All
location updates will be
posted at
www.sriservices.com prior to
the tax sale.

Property will not be sold for
an amount which is less than
the sum of:

(A) the delinquent taxes and
special assessments on each
tract or item of real property;
and

(B) the taxes and special
assessments on the real
property that are due and
payable in the year of the
sale, whether or not they are
delinquent; and

(C) all penalties due on the
delinquencies, and

(D) an amount prescribed by
the county auditor that
equals the sum of:

(1) twenty-five dollars ($25)
for postage and publication
costs; and

(2) any other costs incurred
by the county that are
directly attributable to the
tax sale; and

(E) any unpaid costs due
under IC 6-1.1-24-2(c) from a
prior tax sale.

No property listed below
shall be sold if, at any time
before the sale, the Total
Amount for Judgment is paid
in full. If the real property is
sold in the tax sale, the
amount required to redeem
such property will be 110% of
the minimum bid for which
the tract or real property was
offered at the time of sale, if
redeemed not more than six
(6) months after the date of
sale, or 115% of the minimum
bid for which the tract or
real property was offered at
the time of sale, if redeemed
more than six (6) months

after the date of sale, plus
the amount by which the
purchase price exceeds the
minimum bid on the real
property plus five percent
(5%) per annum interest on
the amount by which the
purchase price exceeds the
minimum bid on the
property. All taxes and
special assessments upon
the property paid by the
purchaser subsequent to the
sale, plus five percent (5%)
per annum interest on those
taxes and special
assessments, will also be
required to be paid to
redeem such property.

In addition, IC 6-1.1-25-2 (e)
states the total amount
required for redemption may
include the following costs
incurred and paid by the
purchaser or the purchaser's
assignee or the county
before redemption: (1) The
attorney's fees and cost of
giving notice under IC 6-1.1-
25-4.5; (2) The costs of title
search or examining and
update the abstract of title
for the tract or item of real
property. The period of
redemption shall expire on
Monday, September 14, 2026
for certificates sold in the
tax sale. For certificates
struck to the county, the
period of redemption may
expire Monday, January 12,
2026.

If the tract or item of real
property is sold for an
amount more than the
minimum bid and the
property is not redeemed,
the owner of record of the
property who is divested of
ownership at the time the tax
deed is issued may have a
right to the tax sale surplus.
The Auditor and Treasurer
specifically reserve the right
to withhold from the sale any
parcel which has been listed
in error, or which otherwise
becomes ineligible for sale
either prior to 09/12/2025 or
during the duration of the
sale.

This notice of real property
tax sale, and the tax sale
itself are undertaken and
will be conducted pursuant
to the requirements of the
laws of the State of Indiana
which regulate the sale of
land for delinquent taxes,
pursuant to I.C. 6-1.1-24-1 et
seq.

The County does not warrant
the accuracy of the street
address or common
description of the property,
and a misstatement in the
key number or street address
does not invalidate an
otherwise valid sale.
Minimum bid amounts are
prescribed by law and are
subject to change prior to the
auction date.

Pursuant to IC 6-1.1-24-3(e),
property descriptions may
be omitted for properties
appearing on the certified
list in consecutive years. A
complete property list may
be obtained at
www.sriservices.com or in an
alternative form upon
request.

Registration For Bidding On
The Tax Sale:

If you are interested in
bidding on the tax sale for an
Indiana county, you may
register online at
https://sriservices.com/. This
registration is good for all
counties that SRI services.
You need to register only
once for all counties. Make
sure to bring the completed
form with you to each sale.
This will speed up the
registration process for you
the morning of the sale. If
you do not have access to a
computer with internet
service you may register the
morning of the sale.

Please arrive the morning of
the tax sale at least 30
minutes before the
beginning time to be assured
you will receive your bid

number before the start of
the sale.

Please bring your
registration form and W9
form with you the morning of
the tax sale. You will be able
to print these forms from the
registration web site.
Pursuant to IC 6-1.1-24-5.1 a
business entity that seeks to
register to bid at the Jay
County Tax Sale must
provide a Certificate of
Existence or Foreign
Registration Statement in
accordance with IC 5-23 from
the Secretary of State to the
Jay County Treasurer.
Dated: 08/13/2025

382500001
380134101049.000011 $2,217.93
ROWLES CHARLES L 110 S
BROADWAY St PENNVILLE
IN 47369-0000

382500002
380134104041.000011 $547.04
PROCTOR CYNTHIA LYNN
250 E HARRISON St
PENNVILLE IN 47369-0000
382500003
380134401011.000011 $1,111.22
THOMAS ADAM &
KATRINA 210 E SECOND ST
PENNVILLE IN 47369-0000
382500004
380908101070.000014 $2,429.07
BOWLER ERIC T PART
VACANT LOTS E MT
AUBURN ST DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000

382500005
380908101089.000014 $2,601.62
GARRETT JENNIFER GAIL
128 W NORTH ST DUNKIRK
IN 47336-0000

382500006
380908101121.000014
$13,084.03 RITENOUR

MARCUS & SUMMER PART
VACANT LOT N INDIANA
ST DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000
382500007
380908102028.000014 $3,737.70
MEADOWS DANIEL 399
LINCOLN AVE DUNKIRK
IN 47336-0000

382500008
380908103005.000014 $5,395.14
FISHER HOWARD VACANT
LOT W WASHINGTON ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000
382500009
380908103010.000014 $782.95
MOLES LUKE & MEKAYLA
NICHOLS JT TENS W FULL
RIGHTS OF 346 w
WASHINGTON ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000
382500010
380908103025.000014 $556.98
MCCOMBS TINA R 328 W
WASHINGTON ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000
382500011
380908103027.000014 $699.36

MCDANIEL DONALD
VACANT LOT w
WASHINGTON ST

DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000
382500012
380908103053.000014 $1,403.98
ABBAS WAHEED 226 W
WASHINGTON St DUNKIRK
IN 47336-0000

382500013
380908103060.000014 $2,538.63
MOORE RICK A & TONIA
345 1/2 W PLEASANT St
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000
382500014
380908103066.000014 $1,198.27
HESS KEVIN L 337 W
PLEASANT St DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000

382500016
380908103157.000014
$13,819.35 BERRY JAVIS
SCOTT PART VACANT LOT
W JAY ST DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000

382500017
380908103158.000014
$12,646.57 BISHOP
MATTHEW PART VACANT
LOTS CORNER OF W JAY ST
& S MAIN ST DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000

382500018
380908104010.000014 $1,820.73
SINGH RAJA PART OF
VACANT LOTS N INDIANA
ST DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000
382500019

380908104016.000014 $1,764.57
BISHOP MATTHEW PART
VACANT LOT CORNER OF
N MAIN ST & E CENTER ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000
382500020
380908104019.000014 $1,572.46
BISHOP MATTHEW 109 N
MAIN ST DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000 38-09-08-104-
019.000-014 and
38-09-08-104-024.000-014 are
to be sold and redeemed
together.

382500021
380908104024.000014 $1,978.22
BISHOP MATTHEW 109 N
MAIN ST DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000 38-09-08-104-
019.000-014 and
38-09-08-104-024.000-014 are
to be sold and redeemed
together.

382500022
380908104093.000014 $1,488.08
LITTLE DIANA R 216 E
COMMERCE DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000

382500023
380908201030.000014 $2,369.89
BOWLER ERIC T 139 W
EIGHTH St DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000

382500024
380908201031.000014 $1,714.04
POOR SONNY L 141 W
EIGHTH ST DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000

382500025
380908204004.000014 $1,532.06
INGLE ALAN R 611 W "D" St
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000
382500026
380908401015.001014 $455.51
RITTER EUGENE A &

ANDERA PART OF
VACATED ALLEY E
WASHINGTON ST

DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000
382500027
380908402038.000014 $1,243.84
RENNER KEITH W 617 S
MAIN DUNKIRK IN 47336-
0000

382500029
380909203021.000014 $758.17
HUNT JANET VACANT LOT
E NORTH ST DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000

382500030
380909203101.000014 $5,008.61
DUTCH LLC VACANT LOT E
NORTH ST DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000

382500032
380909302016.000014
$12,120.76 BRENNER

JACKIE DUANE & SHARON
ELAINE VACANT LOTS S
BROAD ST DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000

382500033

380909302017.000014 $2,447.88
MAHON RANDY J NEIL

PART VACANT LOT
PALACE ST DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000
382500034

380909302025.000014 $2,581.23
JONES ELIZABETH PART
VACANT LOT A ST
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000
382500035
380909302049.000014
$12,813.80 MAHON RANDY J
NEIL PART VACANT LOT
PALACE ST DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000

382500036
380909302050.000014 $2,023.94
MAHON RANDY J NEIL
PART VACANT LOTS E
PALACE ST DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000

382500037
380317103006.000021 $1,094.71
NICKEL RONALD E AND

SHARON J 305 N
MERIDIAN ST BRYANT IN
47326-0000
382500038

380317103029.000021 $4,190.54
LEE SANDRA A 107 N
MALIN St BRYANT IN
47326-0000

382500039
380317301015.000021 $1,485.22
STEIN MELVIN R 117 E
MAIN ST BRYANT IN 47326-
0000

382500040

380317301017.000021 $1,978.54
STEIN MELVIN R 123 E
MAIN ST BRYANT IN 47326-
0000

382500041
380216300012.000023 $2,260.71
EICHER MAHLON M &
LAURA A TENS BY
ENTIRETIES 4409 W 650 N
BRYANT IN 47326-0000
382500042
380234200004.001023 $2,149.40
JORDAN ANTHONYP 3353
W 400 N PORTLAND IN
47371-0000

382500043
381033202014.000024 $631.94
JEFFRIS JOSEPH JESSICA
NEWSOME CASH RAY
PINKSTON TENS VACANT
LOT POWERSTATION S 600
W PORTLAND IN 47371-0000
382500044
381033202015.000024 $424.79
JEFFRIS JOSEPH JESSICA
NEWSOME CASH RAY
PINKSTON TENS VACANT
LOT POWERSTATION S 600
W PORTLAND IN 47371-0000
382500045
380534400012.000025 $907.37
WILLOUGHBY NICHOLAS
10494 W 300 S DUNKIRK IN
47336-0000

382500048
380821302008.000028 $734.18
ROCKWELL JONATHAN D
6185 E SR 26 PORTLAND IN
47371-0000

382500049
381123400014.000029 $1,216.91
WAGGANER TONY L 1II

AND CHASTEEN
REBEKAH L 6584
BOUNDARY PIKE

PORTLAND IN 47371-0000
382500050
381123400021.000029 $1,314.40
SONGER FRANK H &
ROSALIE 2697 E TREATY
LINE Rd PORTLAND IN
47371-0000

382500051
380904103002.000030 $3,613.72
DRUMMOND ROBERT
JESSE DRUMMOND
CYNTHIA FURY
SAMANTHA M 3269 S 1150 W
DUNKIRK IN 47336-0000
382500052
380914403014.000031 $435.20
ELMORE DEBORAH A

VACANT LAND N
SYCAMORE ST REDKEY IN
47373-0000

382500053

380914403014.001031 $562.70
MILLER KILE S VACANT
LAND N SYCAMORE ST
REDKEY IN 47373-0000
382500054
380914403019.000031 $457.91
MILLER KILE S VACANT
LAND N SYCAMORE ST
REDKEY IN 47373-0000
382500055
380923101011.000031 $736.53
HOUGH TONY & LISA 7 S
ASH St REDKEY IN 47373-
0000

382500056
380923101023.000031 $553.43
ASHLEY BECKY SUE
CUSTODIAN JADEN K
FIELDS UND 1/4 INT 19 S
ASH St REDKEY IN 47373-
0000

382500057
380923101093.000031 $1,343.00
LODEN JAMES ANTHONY
201 S UNION St REDKEY IN
47373-0000

382500059
380923101114.000031 $2,374.89
APPENZELLER HARRY H
JR PART VACANT LOTS S
UNION ST REDKEY IN
47373-0000

382500060
380924201022.000031 $2,111.55
RUSSELL RICHARD W II
301 E BELL Ave REDKEY IN
47373-0000

382500061

380924201037.000031 $861.99
NOLES RANDY D &
ELIZABETH A 235 E
DELAWARE ST REDKEY IN
47373-0000 38-09-24-201-
038.000-031 and
38-09-24-201-037.000-031 are
to be sold and redeemed
together.

382500062
380924201038.000031 $823.02
NOLES RANDY D &
ELIZABETH A 235 E
DELAWARE ST REDKEY IN
47373-0000 38-09-24-201-
038.000-031 and
38-09-24-201-037.000-031 are
to be sold and redeemed
together.

382500065
380924203044.000031 $429.19
INVESTOR DEALS TODAY
LLC 521 S GEORGE St
REDKEY IN 47373-0000
382500066
380924302010.000031 $1,436.03
CALDWELL REX 206 E
GRANDVIEW Ave REDKEY
IN 47373-0000

382500067
380405101007.000032 $941.08
CARRIGAN KYLE M W &
ROSA M YOUNGER JT
TENS WR OF SURVI 7352 E
CLAY St BRYANT IN 47326-
0000

382500068
380405101025.000032 $1,397.97
BAILEY GAVIN 7280 E
MAIN St BRYANT IN 47326-
0000

382500069

380704200005.000033 $1,647.86
WITTKAMP LUCAS &
NIKKI 293 E 300 N

PORTLAND IN 47371-0000
382500070
380708400020.000033 $2,657.46
MUMBY JEFF O &
CHARLOTTE L 1156 N US 27
PORTLAND IN 47371-0000
382500071
380729403006.000033 $261.64
STEIN MELVIN R PART
VACANT LOTS MANUELS
DR PORTLAND IN 47371-
0000

382500072
380730400029.000033 $6,015.60
GARRINGER JAMES L &
NONDIS J 1295 W 150 S
PORTLAND IN 47371-0000
382500073
380731400016.001033 $276.42
MUMBY JEFFREY O &
CHARLOTTE L PART
VACANT LAND BLAINE
PIKE PORTLAND IN 47371-
0000

382500074
380716303040.000034 $906.09
STEIN MELVIN R VACANT

LOTS E ADAMS ST
PORTLAND IN 47371-0000
382500075
380717100016.000034

$27,295.12 JELLISON DAVID
R JR & DAVID R SR 1616 N
MERIDIAN St PORTLAND
IN 47371-0000

382500078
380717404002.000034 $312.97
LEMASTER PAUL
MICHAEL PT VACANT LOT
MOODY AVE PORTLAND IN
47371-0000

382500079
380717404003.000034 $388.60
LEMASTER PAUL
MICHAEL PT VACANT LOT
MOODY AVE PORTLAND IN
47371-0000

382500080
380717404004.000034 $407.00
LEMASTER PAUL
MICHAEL 101 MOODY AVE
PORTLAND IN 47371-0000
382500081
380720101062.000034 $2,607.56
SNOW MATT 206 W RACE St
PORTLAND IN 47371-0000
382500082
380720101098.000034 $286.11

KEN KUNKLE
PROPERTIES LLC VACANT
LAND E ARCH ST

PORTLAND IN 47371-0000
382500083

380720101099.804034 $207.50
CHILDERS CHARLES
THOMAS VACANT LAND
BETWEEN N COMMERCE
ST & N SHIP ST PORTLAND
IN 47371-0000
382500084
380720102087.000034 $2,320.23
PAZ CAIN & JOEL OSORNIO
JT TENS WR OF SURVIVOR
612 W ARCH St PORTLAND
IN 47371-0000
382500085
380720103022.000034 $3,581.32
DAVIDSON ROBERT 510 W
HIGH ST PORTLAND IN
47371-0000
382500086
380720103036.000034 $843.90
DAVIDSON ROBERT PART
VACANT LOT W HIGH ST
PORTLAND IN 47371-0000
382500087
380720103066.000034 $2,813.33
BUTLER JASON & CHINA
MARTIN JT TENS WR OF
SURVIVOR 204 N MIDDLE
St PORTLAND IN 47371-0000
382500088
380720202045.000034 $1,247.96
CORLE DONNA J 1310
MEADOW Ln PORTLAND IN
47371-0000
382500089
380720204038.000034 $683.72
DAVIDSON DANIEL I 824 W
HIGH ST PORTLAND IN
47371-0000
382500090
380720401034.000034 $1,292.34
HEARN CHRIS C PART
VACANT LOT BRIDGE ST
PORTLAND IN 47371-0000
382500091
380720401098.000034 $1,517.39
BAILEY HELEN &
CRAWFORD SHARON 328
JAQUA Ave PORTLAND IN
47371-0000
382500092
380721202005.000034 $864.62
MYERS DIANE S 203 E
VOTAW ST PORTLAND IN
47371-0000
382500093
380721202076.000034 $2,011.06
BERMUDEZ MIGUEL
GAUCIN 304 E RACE ST
PORTLAND IN 47371-0000
382500094
380721202104.000034 $824.68
MARTIN PENNY L &
THOMAS B 130 E ARCH ST
PORTLAND IN 47371-0000
382500095
380721203076.000034
$16,333.31 SNYDER LEWIS
123 N MERIDIAN St
PORTLAND IN 47371-0000
382500096
380721203126.000034 $5,003.51
HUMMER CHRISTY L 134 E
WATER St PORTLAND IN
47371-0000
382500098
380729101079.000034 $1,712.91
BERMUDEZ NATIVIDAD
DE JESUS VACANT LOTS S
BRIDGE STREET
PORTLAND IN 47371-0000
Total Properties: 87
I hereby certify that the
foregoing is a true list of
lots and land returned
delinquent for the
nonpayment of taxes and
special assessments for the
time periods set forth, also
subsequent delinquent
taxes, current taxes and
costs due thereon and the
same are chargeable with
the amount of tax, etc., with
which they are charged on
said list.
Given under my hand and
seal this
13th day of August 2025.
Emily Franks, Auditor,
Jay County, Indiana.
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Despite the choppy per-
formance, Jay County did
have a few bright spots,
most notably the play of
sophomore Elizabeth
Brunswick, who carded a
56 to share match medal-
ist honors with Heritage’s
Aubrey Stoll.

It’s been a rapid ascent
for Brunswick, a basket-
ball player by trade who
hadn’t played a round of
golf in her life until Jay
County’s season opener
on Aug. 4.

“I've always been com-
petitive no matter what
we’re doing,” said
Brunswick, who ran cross
country last fall. “So
when I set my mind on
something I want to strive
to be the best. I've been
told I have athletic ability
and I thought, ‘Why not
try this and see what we
can do?’”

That inherent athletic
ability has been molded
into sport-specific skill by
Jay County’s coaching
staff, which Brunswick
credited for much of her
recent success.

“They push you to be
the best you can,”
Brunswick said. “They
tweak your swing to make
it be the best. They're
very helpful and they
encourage you so much.”

The admiration
Brunswick has for her
mentors is reciprocated
by their recognition of
her potential.

While the desire to play
golf flared up in
Brunswick’s mind when
hitting golf balls in her
yard before the season,

‘She is literally just a
natural athlete. Her body,
her strength, her mind.
She’s an athlete where if
she wants to be good ... she’ll
ask ‘what do I need to fix?’
and then not only ask it,
but she comprehends and
then tries to apply.’

— Carissa Allred, Jay County girls golf coach

the spark that ignited that
desire has been smolder-
ing for years. Ever since
Allred and Brunswick
crossed paths in Allred’s
eighth grade history
class, Allred has had
visions of Brunswick on
the golf course.

“She is literally just a
natural athlete,” Allred
said. “Her body, her
strength, her mind. She’s
an athlete where if she
wants to be good ... she’ll
ask ‘what do I need to fix?’
and then not only ask it,
but she comprehends and
then tries to apply.”

Brunswick saved the
best for last in her round
with a crowning par on
the 120-yard, par-3 18th
hole. She struck a 9-iron
out of the tee box that
climbed up and stuck on
the front left edge of the
elevated green. After
leaving a birdie putt
around 4 feet short, she
calmly drained her third
shot to seal the par.

“You could just see the
smile,” Allred said. “And
so I hope that shows her

Sports on tap

that she’s very capable.”

The rest of Jay Coun-
ty’s lineup was slightly
less successful in Mon-
day’s defeat. Junior Erin
AKker, the only player
from last season’s varsity
team in the lineup, shot a
59 and was one of just
three golfers in the match
to break 60. The freshman
quartet of Crystal
Swartzentruber (62),
Alexa Ridenour (64),
Reny Lingo (66) and
Sophia Reagan  (66)
rounded out Jay County’s
lineup, with the totals of
Lingo and Reagan not
counting toward the team
tally.

While the deluge of
double pars hampered the
host Patriots, Jay County
put together several solid
holes. All six of Jay
County’s golfers had at
least one bogey or better,
highlighted by Reagan

matching Brunswick’s
par on hole 18.

Jay County (0-1, 0-1
ACAC) will aim to bounce

The Commercial Review/Ethan Oskroba

Reny Lingo putts on the 18th green during the Jay County High
School girls golf team’s match against Heritage at Portland Golf Club on

back on Thursday, Aug. Tuesday. Lingo’s 66 did not factor into the team total, but she did manage a

14, in a home tri-meet.

bogey on hole No. 15.

Local schedule
Thursday

vs. Venezuela (ESPN)

3 p.m. — Little League baseball: Nevada vs.

Illinois (ESPN)

vs. Taipei (ESPN)

Township vs. Sioux Falls (ESPN)

7 p.m. — Little League baseball: Uwchlan

Jay County — Girls golf vs. Woodlan — 5 p.m.;
Girls soccer scrimmage vs. South Side — 6 p.m.;
Volleyball scrimmage vs. Mississinawa — 6 p.m.;
Junior high football scrimmage at Fort Recovery —
5 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls golf vs. Parkway — 4:30
p.m.; Boys golf at Parkway — 5 p.m.; Volleyball
scrimmage at Lincolnview — 5 p.m.; Middle school
football scrimmage vs. Jay County — 5 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Football scrimmage at Rich-
mond - 7 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Boys golf at Russia — 10
a.m.; Football scrimmage vs. Indian Lake — 7 p.m.

5 p.m. — Little League baseball: Panama vs.
Australia (ESPN)

5:10 p.m. — MLB: Philadelphia Phillies at
Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indiana)

7 p.m. — Little League baseball: Texas vs.
Connecticut (ESPN)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: Atlanta Braves at New York
Mets (FS1)

9:30 p.m. — WNBA: New York Liberty at Las
Vegas Aces (ESPN)

Thursday
5:50 a.m. — NRL rugby: Melbourne Storm at
Penrith Panthers (FS1)

8:40 p.m. — MLB: Arizona Diamondbacks at
Colorado Rockies (FS1)

Local notes
Outing announced

The Adams Health Network Foundation will
host the 12th Annual Golf Classic on Sept. 12 at
Wabash Valley Golf Club.

There will be two shotgun starts at 7:30 a.m.
and 1 p.m. Breakfast, snacks and beverages will
be provided, as well as a lunch in between flights.

The event raises funds for healthcare scholar-
ships and local health initiatives in Adams Coun-
ty.

Chamber to host

Jay County Chamber of Commerce will host its
golf outing on Sept. 19 at 9 a.m.

Participation costs $250 per team with lunch
included. A $20 team mulligan golf ball can be pur-
chased as well.

Sponsorships can be purchased as well. A
lunch sponsorship will cost $500, while a gold
sponsorship will go for $450. Hole sponsorships
cost $100 for members and $150 for non-mem-
bers.

The deadline to register is Sept. 12. For more
info, call (260) 726-4481 or email amanda@jay-
countychamber.com.

Tickets available
Jay County Junior-Senior High School is selling

man or junior high events will be $6 for adults.

The Patriot Pass, which gets you into all high
school and junior high events costs $115. The
Senior Patriot Pass for those 65 and older will be
$70.

Other deals are as follows:

+High School Adult Super tickets - $90

+Senior Super Tickets - $55

+Pre-Paid Sports Pass - $60

- Basketball season pass - $60

+Football season pass - $25

Next race set
The next race in the Adams County Challenge
series is the Adams Memorial/Kekionga Greenway
Gallup at 4:30 p.m. Aug. 23.
The race begins at the Riverside Center in

TV schedule

Today

1 p.m. — Little League baseball: Puerto Rico

1 p.m. — Little League baseball: Tokyo vs.
Brno (ESPN)
3 p.m. — Little League baseball: Irmo vs.

Braintree (ESPN)

5 p.m. — Little League baseball: Chihuahua

The deadline to register is August 22. To reg-
ister visit adamshospital.org/foundation. For
more
kim.tormbley@adamshealthnetwork.org.

information,

super and season tickets.
To purchase tickets, visit the high school’s office
hours which are between 7:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
Regular season tickets for individual varsity
events will cost $7, while admission to JV, fresh-

Decatur. Registration forms can be found at
adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

email To have an event listed in “Sports on tap”, email

details to sports@thecr.com

190 FARMERS
90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED COLUMN 260 PUBLIC AUCTION
PUBLIC AUCTION AU11200131 AMISH CREW LOOK- AG RENTAL Spreaders:

Located: The corner of

Main and Race Streets,

Ridgeville Indiana (just

west 1 block from Pak A
Sak)

Saturday Morning
AUGUST 16, 2025
9:30 A.M.
ANTIQUES - OLD &
COLLECTORS ITEMS
Railroad crossing Cross-
buck signs with post,
lights and bell. Coca
Cola Bat Wing store
cooler; 1929 Easy Cop-
per wash machine (elec-
tric with natural gas
hook up); soap box
derby car; 3 wheel bicy-
cle with box on back
(used in Richmond IN
factory); Star Wars Mille-
nium Falcon Spaceship;
metal bolt bin; CAST
IRON: 30 gallon pot with
handle and stand, ;
SIGNS: Heinekin Beer,
Pepsi, Coca Cola,
Stroh’s, Seagrams, Sin-
clair, Harley Davidson,
Corvette, and Budweis-
er Select to name a few;
CROCKS &
STONEWARE: Boy
Scout items; ball cards;
Match Box cars and
case; Radio Flyer tricy-
cle; CONCRETE: don-
keys, frogs on bench,
kissing dutchman, and
Doberman to name a
few; and many other
items not listed.
TOOLS - MISCELLA-
NEOUS
80 Ibs psi air compres-
sor (originally from
phone company); Makita
Driver drill; Makita
charger; B & D jig saw;
Power Pro 300 amp
auto jumper; 1946 Ford
flat head engine parts;
fish cleaning table; wood
burning stoves; 2 wheel
cart; fishing poles; lawn
chairs; and many other
items not listed.
TERRY RITTENHOUSE
Loy Auction
AC#31600027 Auction-
eers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
THURSDAY SEPTEM-
BER 4th, 2025
TIME 4:30 P.M.
LOCATED: 506 N
George St. Ridgeville, IN
GUN -GUN SUPPLIES-
AMMO
Taurus 357 Mag 6 Shot
Revolver (3 Screw). 45
Cal ACP Pistol. H & R
Sportsman 22 Cal 9
Shot Revolver. Ammo
Reloader. Tumbler.
Reloading Supplies.
Large Lot of Lead. Large
Lot of Gun Supplies.
TRAILER-TILLERS-
SHOP EQUIPMENT
5’ X 8’ Single Axel Utility
Trailer. Stihl Mini Tiller.
Craftsman Rear tine
Tiller. Dewalt Power
Miter Saw. Delta Band-
saw. . Router w/ Stand.
Roller Stand. Double
Arbor Buffer. Fishing
Poles and Supplies. .
Consew Industrial
Sewing Machine. Sentry
Small Safe.
ANTIQUES-HOUSE-
HOLD-MISC
Toys and Miniatures.
Primitive Tools. Cross
Cut Saws. Banjo. Marl-
boro Sign. Marlboro Top
Ornate Sofa Table w/
End Tables and Coffee
Tables.Laser Printer. 2
and 4 Drawer Filing
Cabinets. Large Lot of
Hardware.
OWNER: Friends
Firearms by Flora
Friend.

Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling.  260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED Painting
and Pressure washing in
Fort Recovery 419-852-
0309

TJ EXPRESS SERVICE,
LLC is seeking 3 CDL-A
truck drivers to join the
team! Multiple 53’ van
trailers and a 48’ flatbed
spots available. Most
Saturdays and Sundays
off. Starting at
$0.63/mile. Responsibili-
ties include inspecting
the truck before and after
trips. Make all appoint-
ments on time. Qualifica-
tions: Verifiable previous
experience in truck driv-
ing. At least 2 years
experience. Commercial
driver’s license (CDL-A).
No hazmat. Ability to
handle physical work-
load. For more details,
please contact Patrick at
(502)-545-7825.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

FOR SALE Hay and
Straw call 260-249-8458

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141

BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  w/full  cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

TJ EXPRESS SERVICE,
LLC in Dunkirk, IN has
14,400 square feet of
commercial storage
space available for rent.
Monday-Friday from
6:00AM-6:00PM. Feel
free to call our office at
260-766-4331 or emalil
customerservice @tjx-
pservice.com

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major

highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead

cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

SUBSCRIBE
TO THE
COMMERCIAL

REVIEW

49%
off

Newsstand prices
Subscribe at
thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141

PUBLIC AUCTION

Located at 1702 W Tyson Road, Portland Indiana on Saturday Morning

SEPTEMBER 6, 2025

9:30 AM.
REAL ESTATE

Tract 1 — 2 story home with approximately 2,048 square feet of living space
situated on approximately 1.75 acres. 1st floor features include kitchen with
floor to ceiling cabinets, dining room, living room, bedroom, full bathroom, and
enclosed front porch. 2nd floor includes 3 bedrooms and 1 half bathroom.
Home has beautiful Oak woodwork throughout including Oak pocket doors in 2
rooms. Additional features includes Carrier high efficiency gas furnace,
MacClean water softener, Bradford gas water heater installed in 2021, gas wall
heaters, 100 amp electrical service along with City of Portland water and sewage.
Home is connected via an enclosed area to a 2 car garage with approximately 895
square feet and includes a pull down stairway accessing attic storage. Property
also offers a 48’ x 56 pole building with front and rear overhead doors,
enclosed shop/office area, concrete floor, and 100 amp electrical service.

This property offers you a rare opportunity to purchase a home with a rural
setting located within the city limits.

Tract 2 — One acre bare lot located just west of the home on Tyson Road.

Tract 3 — Forty-seven +/- acres of bare land located within the city limits of
Portland. This property offers the rare opportunity to purchase land in
Portland with both agricultural and commercial opportunities. This tract of land
already has had some water and sewage taps installed for possible development.
Possession to be given to the buyer after the harvest of the 2025 crops.

Tract 4 — Combination of Tracts 1 and 2.
Tract 5 — Entire package which includes house, pole barn and 50 acres.

Terms of Sale: 10% nonrefundable deposit day of auction and balance at
closing.  Buyer to receive possession of house and buildings at closing and
will receive possession of land upon harvest of the 2025 crops. Property is
selling “AS IS” and any inspections made by the prospective buyer are to be
made prior to the auction date and will be at the buyers expense. Sellers will
furnish Title Insurance and Warranty Deed. Owner confirmation day of auction
and any statements made day of sale will take precedence over printed matter.

For more information or private showing contact Gary Loy, Auctioneer at (260)
726-5160 or Kim Loy, Real Estate Broker at (260) 726-2700.

THE ESTATE OF MAX & BERNICE MCCLURG

LOY AUCTION AC31600027
AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy AU 01031608  Travis Theurer AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112 Kaden Khayyata AU12400069
CR 8-5,13,21-2025




Brunswick led Jay County in
loss to Heritage on Monday,

see story below
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Sports

www.thecr.com

FRHS girls golf hosts
Parkway Thursday morning,

see Sports on tap
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Supporit cast helps FR stay undefeated with 172-177 win over Flyers

By ANDREW BALKO
The Commercial Review

The Indians know that they
are bound to get a strong score
from Reece LeFevre that often
contends for the low of the
match.

As the only other returner
with varsity experience, Caleb
Smith has posted a top-four
score through the first three
matches and that didn’t change
in the fourth.

While the top of the lineup
has been reliable, it’s been the
back half consistently putting
up the numbers for the Tribe to
start the 2025 campaign unde-
feated.

Luke Fortkamp and Garrett
Diller both posted scores in the
40s to help the Fort Recovery
High School boys golf team to
a 172-177 victory over the Mari-
on Local Flyers at Portland
Golf Club on Monday.

“I think the scores are get-
ting better,” said FRHS coach
Dean Sanders. “It’s nice (to
pick up the second MAC win).
It’s always important to get off
to a good start, but we’ve still
got a majority of our matches
and a lot of tough teams ahead
of us.”

LeFevre earned match
medalist honors by posting a 1-
over-par 36. He got off to a slow
start, shooting 3-over-par on
the first two holes, but followed
it up with four pars, a birdie on
the 354-yard, par-4 16th hole
and an eagle on the 520-yard,
par-5 14th.

Marion Local’s top score
came from Grant Kremer with
a 40. The other three scores
came from Marcus Schwieter-
man (46), Ryan Schwieterman
(46) and Carter Kuess (48).
Dylan Dirksen’s round of 47
had to get thrown out after a
scorecard error, but it didn’t
affect the outcome as the Indi-
ans (3-0, 2-0 MAC) would have
still won by four strokes.

Following LeFevre was
Smith with the third-best
round of the day at 44 strokes.

b e e ARA O L

IO g OB O i s e
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The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Caleb Smith of the Fort Recovery High School boys golf team tees off on the 14th
hole at Portland Golf Club. Smith carded a 44 for the Tribe's second-best score in the 172-
177 victory over Marion Local on Monday.

The FRHS senior made par
three times, while supplement-
ing it with five bogeys.

While LeFevre has consis-
tently shot in the 30s and
Smith has carded three scores
in the 40s on the year, the Indi-
ans have had different players
step up to fill out the final two
scores in the 40s. On Tuesday,
it was Fortkamp and Diller.

“It’s been a different person
each and every time, but we
have had consistency in the
40s,” Sanders said. “It’s nice to
see that somebody can come
through if somebody is strug-
gling that day. They’ve done a
really good job of that.
We’re really developing a
group of guys that are starting
to see more consistency and

it’s vital that we have every-
body in the 40s at minimum.”

Fortkamp stepped up for the
Tribe. After not scoring in the
first two matches and being
swapped out for the win over
New Bremen, he posted the
third-best score for FRHS with a
round of 45.

He put together a solid round
with only a blip on his scorecard

when he struggled to chip onto
the 11th green. Outside of the
double-par on No. 11, he scored
two pars and six bogeys. After
the tough 11th hole, he bounced
right back to finish his round
with a par on the 498-yard, par-5
12th hole. His drive got pushed
off to the right about 300 yards
from the green, but his second
shot hit a tree 50 yards ahead of
him and bounced further right.
He saved the hole by striping his
third shot to the center of the
fairway 100 yards out from the
green. From there, he chipped on
and made a 12-foot putt for par.

“It feels really good to come
out with that,” Fortkamp said.
“I've not been playing very good
and this round was really good
for me. It helps the team a lot
because being the five, I'm not
supposed to score, but when I do
it’s good insurance.”

Fortkamp wasn’t the only
Indian to follow up a double-par
with a par. Diller struggled to
putt on the 13th green, leading to
a six on the par-3. His drive on
the 14th hole started to make up
for it as he sat just off the right
edge of the fairway 240 yards out
from the green. His second shot
put him to the left of the green
and chipped to get on in regula-
tion.

He had to putt from 7 % feet
away, but left it one foot short,
setting up a light tap to make
par.

“I just feel more confident
with the higher clubs and utility
stuff in my hands,” Diller said.
“It just feels so much better off
the club and I know where it’s

going all the time. ... It’s way eas-
ier to play those straighter and
long (holes).”

Diller kept things rolling,
shooting par on the following
two holes en route to a career-
best 47 that rounded out the
team score.

Andrew Rehmert and Hudson
McAbee were also on the links
for Fort Recovery, but their
rounds of 50 didn’t impact the
final outcome.

By ETHAN OSKROBA
The Commercial Review

PORTLAND Jay
County High School girls
golf was agonizingly
close to a victory to open
their Allen County Ath-
letic Conference slate on
Monday, but suffered a
235-241 defeat at the
hands of Heritage on the
back nine of Portland
Golf Club.

The uneven perform-
ance put the brakes on
an otherwise promising
start to the season for
the youthful Jay County
squad.

“Today it almost
resembled day one of
summer, unfortunately,”
said Jay County coach
Carissa Allred. “We did
not look like the team
that showed up last week
at the invitationals.”

Jay County faced
adversity from the start,
as the match took place
on the back nine instead
of the front nine of its
home course because of
a scheduling conflict.
Jay County typically
trains for and plays the
front nine, and hadn’t
practiced on the back
nine at all this season.

The lack of experience
may have contributed to
the team’s struggles, as
it amassed 25 double
pars and had at least one
golfer reach double par
on every hole.

“We need to start to get
(the double pars) out if
we want to be competi-
tive,” Allred said.

See Short page 7

Jay comes up short

Progress stalls for JCHS golfers in defeat
S T

The Commercial Rewew/Ethan Oskroba

Erin Aker tees off during the Jay County High School girls golf team’s match against

Heritage at Portland Golf Club on Tuesday. Aker shot a 59, making her one of just three golfers to
break 60 in the event.

Tribe
girls
take
MAC

opener

CELINA, Ohio — The
Indians’ top two golfers
didn’t have the match they
have proven they are capa-
ble of when they visited
the Flyers, but it didn’t
matter as it got the job
done.

Despite posting its high-
est score of the season
thus far, the Fort Recov-
ery High School girls golf
team pulled out a 210-251
victory over the Marion
Local Flyers at Mercer
County EIKks to claim Mon-
day’s Midwest Athletic
Conference opener.

Olivia Knapke, who pre-
viously posted scores of 44
and 47 in nine-hole events,
slipped a little to shoot a
51. The score still earned
her match medalist hon-
ors for the second time
this season.

Joining Knapke with a
second match-medalist
title was Mallory Evers,
who also shot a 51.

Georgia Wenning
bounced back from a
rough showing at the Gary
Broering Invite to post the
third-best score for Fort
Recovery (2-0, 1-0 MAC) at
52.

Evvie Briner carded a
56, which was better than
Marion Local’s top golfer
at 60 strokes, to round out
the team score.

Sophomores Layla Arm-
strong and Cora Pearson
both shot 63s that didn’t
impact the final.




