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Jay County Country Living
will close by Dec. 31, 2026.

Jay County Commissioners on
a 2-1 vote decided to move for-
ward with ceasing the county’s
operations of the living facility
over the next year and a half. Jay
County Council also verbally
agreed with no formal vote to
allocate another year of funding
to the facility amid transitional
efforts.

Discussion circulated Wednes-
day around the county’s options,
which could include finding
another entity to run the estab-
lishment, locating new homes for

www.thecr.com

County facility will be closed

Commissioners vote 2-1 to shut down
Jay County Couniry Living by the end of 2026

current residents or selling or
refurbishing the building for
another purpose.

For years, county officials have
questioned whether to continue
funding and operating the resi-
dential center. Jay County Coun-
try Living Advisory Board rec-

ommended in June that the coun-
ty close the facility.

Adams County Commissioner
Stan Stoppenhagen shared his
experience with the decision to
close county living facility Gold-
en Meadows Home last year.

He pointed to managerial

turnover and money issues, not-
ing the facility went through
three directors in a short span of
time and had been running a
deficit around $500,000. Commis-
sioners called on Adams Memori-
al Hospital to conduct health eval-
uations on the facility’s residents.

$1

Ultimately, the hospital deter-
mined the county could not pro-
vide the medical care that resi-
dents needed, Stoppenhagen
explained.

“It was an extremely difficult
decision, that’s for sure, because
the residents out there were a
family, and a lot of the employees
were a family to those residents
and to each other,” he said.

Adams County Commissioners
closed the facility’s doors after all
residents were relocated.

“That was kind of my stopping
point on, ‘We’re not closing this
until every resident has an appro-
priate place to live,”” he recalled.

See Closed page 2

County
council
declares
interest in
Tyson Road

property

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

County officials are
eyeing another piece of
property on the west side
of Portland.

Jay County Council
approved a resolution
Wednesday  declaring
interest in purchasing
and seeking appraisals
for about 47 acres of a
portion of the property at
1702 W. Tyson Road.

Relatedly, Jay County
Commissioners during a
joint session with council
on Wednesday tabled
decision on buying the
land, saying they would
like to review the
appraisals first.

Council and commis-
sioners met in executive
session Wednesday prior
to council’s regular meet-
ing to discuss the poten-
tial purchase. Council
member Bryan Alexan-
der brought up the sub-
ject during the regular
meeting, proposing coun-
cil approve a resolution to
move forward with the
real estate acquisition.

“This is just starting
the process,” said Alexan-
der. “Frankly, my
thoughts would be, if we
pass this and we get feed-
back from the commis-
sioners or ‘no,” we won't
pursue it, I mean, there’s
no reason to pursue it,
but if we don’t pass this
today, we can’t take
action.”

The property — it is
located on the north side
of Tyson Road between
Rose Drive and Brigade
Electronics — will be
available for public auc-

were

The above map shows the property Jay County Council declared interest in purchasing
during a meeting Wednesday night. The property on the north side of Tyson Road (bottom) sits
between Brigade Electronics (lower left) and Rose Drive (at right). The county is awaiting
independent appraisals on the property, which is set for public auction next month.

appointed  to

Faron Parr, Randy May,

Monday. Aker also point-

Land purchase?
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knowing about them, the

Trump
iIssues
warning
to Putin

By SAMY ADGHIRNI,
ARNE DELFS
and ALBERTO NARDELLI

Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

US. President Donald
Trump warned he would
impose “very severe conse-
quences” if  Russian
leader Vladimir Putin did-
n’'t agree to a ceasefire
agreement later this week,
following a call with Euro-
pean leaders ahead of his
meeting with the Russian
president.

Trump also said he
hoped to use the Friday
meeting to set up a “quick
second meeting” with
Ukrainian leader
Volodymyr Zelenskyy after
allies pressed him to push
for such a summit.

“There’s a very good
chance that we’re going to
have a second meeting
which will be more produc-
tive than the first,” Trump
told reporters Wednesday
at the Kennedy Center,
adding that he was “setting
the table for the second
meeting.”

The president’s remarks
signaled both that he was
looking to downplay expec-
tations for the delivery of a
full peace deal from
his Anchorage, Alaska
summit with Putin, and
responding to concerns
from his European part-
ners who urged him to pri-
oritize direct Putin-Zelen-
skyy talks.

Skeptics of Trump’s
effort have expressed con-
cern that the U.S. president
— who has said an eventual
deal would include territo-
rial exchanges — could
agree to peace terms pro-
posed by Putin that would
disadvantage Ukraine.

Trump assured leaders
on the call he wouldn’t
negotiate territories with
Putin and would push the
Russian leader to meet with
Zelenskyy, according to
multiple people briefed on
the discussions. He reiterat-
ed his public claim that he
would know quickly if the
Russian president was seri-
ous about the negotiations,
and said the U.S. would be

tion Sept. 6. County offi-
cials are specifically
interested in Tract 3,
which according to the
auction listing has water
and wastewater taps
installed.

Council and commis-
sioners indicated the
property could be used

appraise the fair market
value of the property
within 30 days.

Alexander asked for
direction from his fellow
council members.

“I think it sounds like
an excellent plan,” coun-
cil member Cindy Bracy
said, with council presi-

Michael Brewster, Harold
Towell, Minnich, Bracy
and Alexander then
approved the resolution.
During the joint ses-
sion Wednesday, commis-
sioners president Chad
Aker voiced concern
about the property going
up for auction sale in less

ed to conducting a Phase
1 Environmental Site
Assessment, with
Alexander asking county
attorney Wes Scheme-
naur if an assessment is
required.

Schemenaur explained
while it’s not a legal
requirement, if there are

county could be liable to
cover those issues.

Bracy recalled when
the county purchased the
68-acre property on the
western edge of Portland
along Votaw Street (Indi-
ana 67), saying she didn’t
believe the county did
Phase 1 Environmental

willing to contribute to sup-
port some security guaran-
tees short of full NATO
membership for Kyiv.
French President
Emmanuel Macron, speak-
ing to reporters Wednesday
after the call, said that any
decision on possible con-
cessions on territory will

for housing development. dent Matt Minnich agree- than a month. Alexander issues under the surface Site Assessment prior to need to be made
Per the resolution, Jon ing, said the appraisals and the county purchases purchasing the land. by Ukraine and there were
Funk and Dave Tarter  Council members should be complete by the property prior to See Land page 2 no “serious territorial
exchange plans on the table
today.”
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(Commissioners agreed to pay
for a water and wastewater analy-
sis — it would determine whether
the grounds were feasible for a
large-scale project — on the prop-
erty in November 2022, with offi-
cials moving forward on the pur-
chase in February 2023 prior to
the analysis’ completion.)

AKker advocated for a housing
project but recommended com-
missioners hold off on a vote
until  after they receive
appraisals.

Commissioners agreed to table
the matter.

Also during the joint session
Wednesday, commissioners and
council heard an update on the
infrastructure project planned
for the county’s 68-acre property
along Votaw Street (Indiana 67)
on the west side of Portland.

Cecil Penland of planning
firm Rundell, Ernstberger and

Associates reminded county offi-
cials they authorized the compa-
ny earlier this year to move for-
ward with engineering the first
phase of development plans.
(That would include installing
wastewater and stormwater util-
ities, a water main and lift sta-
tion.)

The company aims to have
engineering work complete by
the beginning of October so that
the project can go out to bid.

Penland noted the overall cost
for the utility structure has
decreased from $3.9 million to
$3.1 million, an $800,000 savings.

“That’s been a result of the san-
itary lift station and savings that
we’ve been able to find there
based on the size of the environ-
ments and needs,” he said.

AKer said that would decrease
the county’s local match from $1.4
million to $600,000. He pointed to
a few potential revenue sources,

such as $2.6 million in the eco-
nomic development income tax
(EDIT) fund, $1.6 million in Jay
County Redevelopment Commis-
sion’s coffers and about $1 million
in wind farm economic develop-
ment payments.

Ed Curtin of CWC Latitudes
noted a request for proposals was
sent out to about 115 entities. A
pre-proposal meeting is slated for
1:30 p.m. Aug. 29. The county will
have proposals back by Oct. 24.
Curtin said they anticipate multi-
ple proposals to be made for the
project, noting a few developers
who have already voiced their
interest.

In other business, during coun-
cil’s regular meeting Wednesday,
council approved a resolution
declaring intent for the county to
approve a balanced budget.

Pointing to concerns with a
reduction in Jay County’s proper-
ty tax revenue in 2026 and beyond

per Senate Enrolled Act 1,
Alexander proposed passing a
formal resolution to keep budgets
balanced moving forward.

“Jay County Council will use
its best efforts to pass a budget
that does not exceed projected
revenues in order to retain a solid
financial base for the operations
of Jay County Government,” the
resolution says.

Council approved the measure,
with Parr opposed.

Council members also:

«OK’d auditor Emily Franks to
send out a notice to taxing units
in Jay County, recommending
taxing units adopt budgets, rates
and levies that are less than esti-
mated maximum levies.

*Rescheduled their budget
review meeting to 5:30 p.m. Sept.
2.

«Made the following additional
appropriations: $45,000 for Leap
Managed IT services as it transi-

tions into being the county’s
information technology provider;
$35,000 for new drones for Jay
County Sheriff’s Office, with
Alexander opposing; $12,500 for
additional work completed by Rit-
ter Strategic Services for the pro-
curement of new radios for Jay
County emergency responders;
and $7,000 for a new scanner for
Jay County Clerk’s Office.

<Had a motion fail for making a
$12,500 additional appropriation
to pay Kleinpeter Consulting for
additional work in the owner-
occupied rehabilitation program.
May, Faron and Brewster voted in
favor, Bracy, Alexander and Tow-
ell opposed and Minnich broke
the tie with a dissenting vote.

*Transferred $2,500 in Jay
County Highway Department’s
budget for part-time wages; and
$2,000 in Jay County Country Liv-
ing’s budget for mowing services.
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Lotteries

Powerball
15-27-43-45-53
Power Ball: 9
Power Play: 2
Estimated

$482 million

jackpot:

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:
$166 million

Hoosier
Wednesday
Midday
Daily Three: 8-0-8
Daily Four: 2-4-0-1
Quick Draw: 5-8-15-16-

Daily Four: 9-6-8-9

Quick Draw: 10-19-24-
28-31-32-33-41-43-46-47-49-
54-56-60-69-70-72-75-77

Cash 5: 3-6-19-33-35

Estimated jackpot:
$125,000

Ohio
Wednesday
Midday
Pick 3: 9-0-8
Pick 4: 3-4-9-9
Pick 5: 2-3-7-1-7
Evening
Pick 3: 9-0-2
Pick 4: 2-8-7-8
Pick 5: 5-8-8-6-2

17-23-25-26-29-32-33-36-37- Rolling Cash: 3-8-30-35-
41-50-51-55-64-69-80 38
Evening Estimated jackpot:
Daily Three: 1-4-2 $130,000
Markets
Cooper Farms Sept. beans .............. 9.89
Eort Recovery Wheat .....oovvveeeenn. 4.79
(0) 1§ DUUUU 3.96
Sept. corn ................ 394 ADM .
Oct. corn ........c......... 3.81 Montpelier
(8301“%1 .......................... ggi
: =t ept. corn ................ .
FOOEL'?J"ef'"'“g Beans .o 10.04
C Sept. beans .............. 9.99
[0) & 8 PO 4.04 Wheat 4.78
Sept. corn ................ 4,04 T ’
Oct. corn .....cuoeeuee.. 3.84  Heartland
The Andersons  Copomony o
Richland Township  Sept.corn ............... 3.89
COrn vvvevveeeveeennn, 379 BeanS......cceeeveeue.. 9.95
Sept. corn ................ 3.79 Sept. beans .............. 9.70
Beans........cccouueene.n. 10.04 Wheat .....ccoceeuneneneee. 4.48

Today in history

In 1939, the MGM
musical “The Wizard of
Oz” opened at the Grau-
man’s Chinese Theater
in Hollywood.

In 1945, in a prere-
corded radio address,
Japan’s Emperor Hiro-
hito announced that his
country had accepted
terms of surrender for
ending World War II.

In 1995, details of
Portland’s Meridian
Street  beautification
and renovation project
were finalized. The
work was to include
new light fixtures,
benches, bricks, trees,
grates and trash con-
tainers.

In 2004, in Athens,

the U.S. men’s basket-
ball team lost 92-73 to
Puerto Rico, only the
third Olympic defeat
ever for the Americans
and the first since
adding pros.

In 2022, Portland
City Council approved a
5% raise for city
employees, some of
whom angrily walked
out of the meeting after
the vote. They had been
hoping for the addition
of longevity pay in addi-
tion to the 5% increase.
(One employee threw
his shirt at council
members after a vote for
a 5% raise plus longevi-
ty pay was rejected 4-3.)

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General

Shanks, 414 E. Floral
Ave., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Meridian St.

7:30 p.m. Fort
Recovery Village Coun-

cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Wednesday

4 pm. — Jay County
Commissioners special
session, courthouse, 120
N. Court St., Portland.

4 pm. Portland
Board of Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Land ...

Continued from page 1

Commissioners president Chad
Aker asked what Adams County
chose to do with the building and
property. Stoppenhagen noted the
county sold about 140 acres of the
farm ground previously, but the
building and about 11 acres of the
property are still unoccupied.
They’re currently exploring their
options, he noted.

Council member Bryan Alexander
asked what happens to folks in
Adams County now who would have
previously qualified to live at Golden
Meadows.

Muncie Mission CEO and presi-
dent Frank Baldwin referenced Indi-
anapolis Continuum of Care and
Indiana Balance of State Continuum
of Care, the latter of which is facili-
tated by Indiana Housing and Com-
munity Development Authority.
Baldwin serves as the Region 6 chair
on the Indiana Balance of State Con-
tinuum of Care and represents
Henry, Marion, Delaware, Randolph,
Blackford and Jay counties.

“My responsibility is addressing
homelessness in these counties,” he
explained.

Those who are in need of housing
should join a coordinated entry list,
which is managed at the regional
Muncie Hub, he said. Assessments
are made from there on the individ-
ual’s needs and their situation.

There are about 260 individuals on
that list in the region currently, Bald-
win said. As identified by the state,
he later added, there are 41 homeless
people in Jay County.

“I can tell you there is not enough
housing at all in our region, in a six-
county region, to house all of these
individuals,” he noted.

Delaware County offers a landlord
liaison, he continued, to help facili-
tate housing solutions for individu-
als in need.

Baldwin noted Delaware County

has addressed the housing shortage
by developing a housing consor-
tium. He said Jay County already
has the beginnings of a consortium,
and he said the next steps could be to
develop a strategic plan.

Baldwin toured Jay Country Liv-
ing recently. He talked about oppor-
tunities moving forward, saying he
has found two developers interested
in looking at the property. He sug-
gested a permanent supportive
housing project or income-based
housing.

He asked council to consider fund-
ing the facility for another year to a
year and a half as a plan is devel-
oped.

Jay County Country Living direc-
tor Stacey Johnson pointed to the
housing shortage. While she
acknowledged she believes the facil-
ity should not be operated by the
county, she said the community and
partners, including Meridian Health
Services, want to be involved in the
process moving forward.

“The only thing that I'm asking is
that we do this thoughtfully,” she
said.

Council member and advisory
board president Cindy Bracy
recalled how much has changed
since Jay County Country Living
Advisory Board took charge in Feb-
ruary 2026. Despite various
improvements with regulations, fis-
cal responsibilities and other issues,
she said she stood by the board’s
decision to close the facility.

“It is a beast that is bigger than
the county has the capability to
manage,” she said. “I would have
never thought two years ago that
would have come out of my mouth.”

“The building itself is a beast,”
added Johnson.

Council member Michael Brew-
ster said Jay County Country Living
has lost approximately $1 million in
the last five years. He referenced

concerns about tax cuts as planned
with Senate Enrolled Act 1, saying
the county needs to do something.

Council member and advisory
board member Harold Towell sug-
gested commissioners vote to close
the facility. From there, the advisory
board can begin working on what
comes next.

“All seven of us (board members)
will stay on if that’s what the com-
missioners want, and we’ll close it
as gently and as easily as we can,
and as quickly as we can,” he said.
“Without putting anybody, any of
the residents out there under any
kind of duress or anything else. It’s
going to be hard enough.”

When the advisory board made its
recommendation, Towell noted, the
facility had been housing 18 resi-
dents. He recalled Johnson saying 10
of those residents needed help the
county couldn’t provide.

“I think back to parents, siblings,
would you want them out there
knowing if we could place them
somewhere else, they’d be better
off ?” he asked. “That’s what I want.
I don’t want to see them stay there
because we’re open and not get all
the help they can get.”

Council president Matt Minnich
said he’s on board with funding the
facility for as long as it takes to tran-
sition. Commissioner Doug Horn
asked if the county should set a hard
date for closing, with commissioner
Duane Monroe saying he feels there
has to be a date set. Bracy suggested
council approve the budget for one
more year, with other council mem-
bers verbally agreeing. (No formal
vote was taken, with the decision to
come up in the budgeting process in
the coming months.)

Commissioners Monroe and Horn
agreed to close the facility by Dec.
31, 2026. Aker voted in opposition to
the motion, saying he voted no “to be
arebel.”
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Class of 05 to host reunion

It’s been 20 years since the
Class of 2005 graduated.

Jay County High School Class
of 2005 will celebrate its 20th
anniversary with a reunion at 6
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 20, at Port-
land Elks Lodge, 126 W. High St.
Tickets are $25 per person and
include dinner and dessert
catered by Mrs. P’s Kitchen.
There will also be a cash bar
available.

To reserve a spot, call or text
Jenae Horn Blasdel at (260) 251-
2439.

Donation event

Pennville Volunteer Fire
Department will host its annual
ham and beans dinner from
noon to 4 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 6.

The all-you-can-eat dinner,
which will be open for free will
donations, will feature ham and
beans, cornbread, desserts and
drinks. All donations will go
toward the Hoosier Burn Camp.

Taking
Note

According to its website, the
organization’s programs “help
burn survivors from infancy
through young adulthood build
self-esteem and realize their
highest potential as they over-
come the pain and trauma asso-
ciated (with) severe burn
injury.” The programs come at
no cost to campers or their fami-
lies.

To become a donor or learn
more information, visit hoosier-
burncamp.org.

Benefit is Saturday
The annual No One Fights
Alone benefit kicks off Saturday.

This year’s event will benefit
the family of Bella Sutton, an 8-
year-old girl from Dunkirk who
was diagnosed at 1 year old with
cardiomyopathy.

After spending just over a
year at Riley Hospital for Chil-
dren, Sutton received a heart
transplant in May:.

The benefit starts at 6:15 p.m.
Saturday at The 615, located at
615 N. Williams St., Portland.
Food will be provided, along
with live music from John Beat-
rice Band and a silent auction.

Monetary donations will go
toward assisting the Sutton fam-
ily with ongoing medical expens-
es, transportation and home
repairs needed to provide an
immune-free environment for
Bella.

Attendees are advised to bring
lawn chairs for outdoor seating.
Contact (260) 251-1118 or visit
the615music.com for more infor-
mation.

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-

mit an item, email lowship Baptist Church,
news@thecr.com. 289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
Today more information, call
DUNKIRK  HISTORI- (260) 766-2006.
CAL MUSEUM — Is open
from 10 am. to 1 pm. on Monday

the third Friday and Satur-
day of each month at Web-
ster Depot, 132 W. Railroad
St.

PAST RECOVERY SERV-
ICES — Peer Addiction
Support Team recovery
support group meets at 10
a.m. and 5 p.m. each Fri-
day at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. To learn
more information, please
call (260) 251-3259.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will meet at
noon Friday, Aug. 15, at
Harmony Cafe in Port-
land.

Saturday

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, -call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

DUNKIRK  HISTORI-
CAL MUSEUM — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the third Friday and Satur-
day of each month at Web-
ster Depot, 132 W. Railroad
St.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-

PORTLAND BREAK-
FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

JAY RETIRED TEACH-
ERS — Will meet at noon
Monday, Aug. 18, at
Richards Restaurant in
Portland. All retired
school employees
— including those who
didn’t work in Jay County
— are invited to attend.
The group allows retired
teachers to reconnect with
former colleagues, listen
to entertainment and hear
about what’s happening in
the state.

EUCHRE Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

THE LIFE CENTER —
Free pregnancy testing
with ongoing support dur-
ing and after pregnancy,
as well as help with the
needs of the family. The

mofthesoldier.com. center is located at 1209 S.
Shank St., Portland.
Sunday Hours are 1 to 5 p.m. Mon-

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for

day through Friday. For
more information or to
schedule an appointment,

Sudoku

Level: Advanced
Thursday’s Solution
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the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.
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call (260) 726-8636. Walk-
ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
t0 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridian
St. in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-8792.

UNDERSTANDING
YOUR SUICIDE GRIEF —
Meets from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
the third Monday of each
month. The support group
serves to help individuals
who have lost a loved one
to suicide. To register, con-
tact Stephanie Patterson
at (260) 251-3259.

Tuesday

COMPASSIONATE
CONNECTIONS RECOV-
ERY SUPPORT GROUP —
A group for anyone with a
substance use disorder
that helps individuals find
connections as they devel-
op long-term recovery
meets at noon each Tues-
day in the IU Health Jay
Outpatient = Behavioral
Health Center, Entrance C,
510 W. Votaw St., Portland.

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the third
Tuesday of each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.

FRIENDS OF JAY
COUNTY LIBRARY — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the third
Tuesday of each month at
the library.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For

more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

Wednesday

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St,,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday

STITCH AND CHAT-
TER QUILT CLUB
Meets from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on the third Thursday of
each month at Jay Com-
munity Center. Show and
tell is at 1 p.m. The club is
open to all ages and is for
anyone who wants to sew.
Bring unfinished projects
and a sewing machine. For
more information, call
Nan Weesner (260) 766-
9334.

Routine calls

annoy

DEAR ABBY: I am a 54-
year-old mother of two, a
wife and a full-time
teacher. My days are long,
busy and usually unevent-
ful. Every evening, I am
expected to call my 84-
year-old mother, who lives
a few states away. I oblige,
of course, listening
patiently to all of her sto-
ries, ranting and gossip.

If, for any reason, I hap-
pen to fall asleep or forget
to call, it’s as if my face
will be plastered on a milk
carton. The texts and
emails start, as well as
calls and texts to my hus-
band and sometimes even
my children.

Abby, I have tried
explaining that this leaves
me annoyed and frustrat-
ed, only to be dismissed
with, “Well guess what X
said today?” Or, “Did I tell
you what R said to J?”
(Yes, you did, in fact,
TWICE already). Should I
bite my tongue or insist on
a better schedule that will
hopefully prove to be
mutually beneficial? It’s
difficult to engage in
meaningful conversations
when they are forced and
mostly one-sided. — BUR-
DENED IN NEW YORK

DEAR BURDENED: It
is within your power to
curtail the schedule
your mother has insti-
tuted. However, doing so
will require a conversa-
tion with her that may

LeafFilter

PROTECTION ;

End Cleaning Out Gutters! |

¢ X Without LeafFilter
\

moim

not be pleasant for
either of you. TELL her
you will call her once
(or twice) a week,
because talking daily
isn’t working for YOU.
Tell her that if she
wants to gossip, she
should do it with her
contemporaries rather
than demand you listen
on a daily basis.

Be prepared for the
fact that she isn’t going
to like it. If she calls
your husband or chil-
dren to complain, ask
them to please reiterate
to her that you are fine,
but you are too busy to
talk, and that she
should expect your calls
at the agreed-upon time.

PS. If her memory is
faulty, she should be
evaluated by her doctor.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or PO. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Don't Wait Act Now!

Advertise your heating, cooling and plumbing business!
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the publication(s) of your choice:
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The News-Gazette.............. $250
The News TIMeS ......ccocveee. $210
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Where should money for relief go?

By MORTON J. MARCUS

Both Indiana and the federal
government provide assistance
to communities with problems
of growth or declines in popula-
tion.

Here is our recent record of
population changes:

Indiana has 566 cities and
towns. In the past four years
(2020 to 2024), 340 (60%) of them
added nearly 118,000 to our popu-
lation, according to the annual
estimates from the Census
Bureau. Of the remaining 226
(40%) of our cities and towns, 41
had no change in population and
the rest lost 12,900 persons.

Our six largest cities (those
over 100,000 residents), with 34%
of our population, had 19% of
the growth. Only Evansville lost
population (fewer than 2,000 per-

Putin blocks
effort at peace

Morton J.
Marcus

sons). Two Indianapolis suburbs
(Carmel and Fishers) joined the
100,000 club.

Our 389 cities and towns with
less than 2,500 residents were
69% of all places and just 7% of
our population. Just over half of
them saw any population
growth, and that was less than
1% of the state’s total increase.

Where was the more vigorous
growth? Over one quarter of the
state’s  population  growth

occurred in the 50,000 to 99,999
group of 15 places. Another
quarter of that growth was
found in the 48 smaller, 10,000 to
24,999 size communities.

Should the state assist commu-
nities with large numbers of
change (adding or declining in
population)? Or those places
with the high rates of change?

One might argue that West-
field (another Hamilton County
suburb of Indianapolis) adding
nearly 16,000 persons, a 34%
increase over just four years,
should be able to derive revenue
from the developers and added
residents to meet the costs of
added population. Sidewalks,
roads, waterlines, sewers, school
rooms, library collections, fire
and police services, all the infra-
structure and services associat-

ed with new or expanding com-
merce should be considered.

Those are the apparent costs,
all seen as the benefits of growth.
But what about the congestion,
pollution, noise, dislocation and
nuisance costs spread across the
city and county?

Most local governments want
growth, but it may occur outside
their jurisdictions. We can call it
urban sprawl or just residents
seeking the pleasure of longer
commutes, more powerful lawn
mowers and septic systems. Or
we can emphasize the singing
birds, the return to nature, the
absence of streetlight pollution
and the “rural” life style with
accessible urban convenience.

Farmers who actually farm,
often reject changes in land use.
They may have concepts about

the land that are difficult for the
urban population to appreciate.
Many farm families, however, do
ultimately find suitable compen-
sation by selling or renting land
for housing, power production or
other remunerative purposes.

States and federal agencies
split “urban” from “rural” issues.
But many of the concerns are the
same: housing, jobs, transporta-
tion to work, school and shop-
ping, medical services, water and
air quality.

A redefinition of this continu-
um is surely ahead.

The bureaucratic split will like-
ly remain.

Marcus is an economist former-
ly at the IU Kelley School of Busi-
ness. Email him at mortonjmar-
cus@gmail.com.

New York Daily News
Tribune News Service
Donald

President
Trump’s deadline of Mon-
day for Russian leader
Vladimir Putin to agree to
a ceasefire deal between
Russia and Ukraine seems
ready to come and go with
no deal.

We wish the president’s
desire for peace was ful-
filled, for as Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy says: “the war
must end. And it must be
done honestly,” meaning a
complete withdrawal of
invading Russian troops.

But this is Putin’s war
and Putin has not achieved
his war aims, namely to
conquer Kyiv.

Trump’s envoy Steve
Witkoff met with Putin at
the Kremlin this week and
now there are plans that
Trump will sit down with
Putin and Zelenskyy soon.

We hope that Trump, a
salesman for more than
half a century, can put on
the charisma and win over
Vlad, but the ex-KGB lieu-
tenant colonel is probably
immune to the Donald’s
charms.

Having been back in the
White House for six
months now, Trump must
finally be realizing that he
can’t end this war “in 24
hours,” as he boasted when
he was out of office.

Putin will respond only
to military defeats and eco-
nomic pressure. The
Ukrainians will bloody
him on the battlefield and
the U.S. and our allies must
keep on the sanctions to
blunt Putin’s power and his
vision of an imperial Rus-
sia retaking its place in the
firmament of global pow-
ers.

Putin’s withdrawal and
ending this war will not be
pleasant for him. But his
failure to quickly capture
Kyiv following the Febru-
ary 2022 invasion set the
stage for the grinding con-
flict that is draining both
Russia and Ukraine of
blood and treasure.

In an ideal world, Putin’s
recalcitrance to end his
folly will at least finally
convince Trump that there
is not and was never going
to be a quick and easy solu-
tion that he could be seen
to personally mediate in
his apparent quest to get a
Nobel peace prize.

We hope that it’s become
clear to Trump that the
only reason any negotia-
tions are even happening
as opposed to a Putin pup-
pet already calling the
shots in Ukraine is that the
Ukrainian forces have con-
tinued to receive the sup-
port of the international
community, including nec-

Guest
Editorial

A final deal
rests on
having each
side feel
like it can
claim some
measure of
victory ...
although
there should
be some clear
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nonnegotiables. Warped representatlon is a problem

essary arms replenish-
ment and supplies from the
United States.

Despite his missteps and
confusion, Trump is right
about one thing: the only
way out of this mess is dia-
logue until the sides can
reach a resolution, which
must happen from a posi-
tion of strength for
Ukraine.

A final deal rests on hav-
ing each side feel like it can
claim some measure of vic-
tory, which may entail
some concessions to Rus-
sia, although there should
be some clear nonnego-
tiables. Among those, the
most important is the crux
of this entire mess in the
first place: Ukraine’s terri-
torial integrity, which must
be preserved at least to the
borders that existed as of
the time of the invasion.
Beyond being moral, this is
for practical reasons.

As much as Putin has
lost in this campaign —
military capability, eco-
nomic strength and hun-
dreds of thousands of lives
— he may well consider it a
template worth repeating
if he ultimately gets the
chunk of territory he so
desperately desires.

For the sake of Europe’s
— and our — continued
security, it must be made
crystal clear to Putin that
his objectives of territorial
expansion have failed
absolutely. Perhaps this
debacle might also temper
some of Trump’s own stat-
ed territorial ambitions;
the age of military annexa-
tions is over, for good rea-
son.

By LZ GRANDERSON
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

Believe it or not, Vice President JD
Vance has said a number of things
over the years that I agree with.

For example, when he
suggested “the American people will
not tolerate another endless
war” with regards to sending aid to
Ukraine, I felt seen. When Vance told
podcaster Theo Von “we need to
release the Epstein list; that is an
important thing,” I could not have
agreed more. The sex trafficker
received over $1.5 billion and 4,000
wire transfers to help pay for his oper-
ation. The American people should
know who among us gave that mon-
ster money.

Recently Vance took to social
media to point out that Republicans
average 40% of the vote in California
but under one redistricting sce-
nario would be represented by only
9% of the state’s House seats.

“How can this possibly be
allowed?” He pondered.

It’s a really good question — espe-
cially for Texas.

After Texas gained two spots
because of population growth in 2021
—95% of which is attributable to peo-
ple of color — Gov. Greg Abbott
signed off on a map that actually
increased the number of districts in
which most voters are white.

In fact, 60% of the new state Senate
districts were majority white despite
white residents making up less than
40% of the population. Today Repub-
licans are suggesting the new map is
their way of making space for Latino
voters. The timeline suggests those
seats belonged to Latino voters years
ago.

Vance is correct to point out there’s
a dearth of Republican representa-
tion in California politics. But while
Democrats have controlled the gover-
nor’s mansion and both state cham-
bers for 11 consecutive years in the
Golden State, in Texas the Republi-
cans have held all three for 22 consec-
utive years — in large part because of
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the type of gerrymandering Vance
denounced. (In California, it’s hard to
fault partisan redistricting for the
current mix of representation ...
because the state does not have parti-
san redistricting. Voters established
an independent commission 14 years
ago.)

Texas’ current map already seems
to tilt in Republicans’ favor. Last year,
the Democratic presidential candi-
date, Kamala Harris, won more than
40% of the vote in the Lone Star State,
and yet today Republicans hold near-
ly 70% of the state’s House seats. And
Abbott and his MAGA cohorts in
office want even more.

In one sense it is a full circle
moment for Vance to complain about
gerrymandering considering it was a
former vice president — Elbridge
Gerry — who started it. One of the
nation’s founding fathers, Gerry was
governor of Massachusetts when he
approved a Senate seat map that the
Boston Gazette lampooned as being
shaped like a salamander. That’s
because it was drawn in an odd way
to rig the system so that it bent
toward Republicans. What Vance is
complaining about was started by his
party and has been the country’s real-
ity since 1812.

That’s not to suggest Democrats are
not also guilty.

Between 2010 and 2020, Illinois lost
roughly 18,000 people. That reduction
cost the state a House seat and
required a new congressional map.
For more than a decade, Republican
Adam Kinzinger represented the 16th
district — a swath of land that includ-
ed moderate Republicans and conser-
vative Democrats. However, after the
new map was drawn by Democrats,

the 16th district was erased and
Kinzinger was without a district.

That is the same Kinzinger who
proved to be a crucial member of the
Jan. 6 committee because the war vet
put his country over party. So, while
Illinois Democrats were busy grab-
bing more power with the new map in
2021, they unknowingly forced out a
moderate Republican who would
prove to be one of the few conserva-
tives in Congress to stand up for
democracy. He proved not only to be
an ally of democracy-oriented
Democrats, but to be one of the speak-
ers at the 2024 Democratic National
Convention, a move that he and they
hoped would bring out more moder-
ates to vote against Donald Trump.

Had the Democrats kept his district
intact, perhaps they would have had
an ally in the House fighting Presi-
dent Trump’s overreach. Remember
in May when Trump’s “Big Beautiful
Bill” passed the House by a single
vote?

Therein lies the true danger of ger-
rymandering.

It’s not about what is snuffed out
today but what is prevented from hap-
pening in an unforeseen future.
Kinzinger voted with Trump 90% of
the time, including against the first
impeachment. Looking at that, I don’t
blame Democrats for seeing him as a
political foe back when they eliminat-
ed his district. However, when it mat-
tered most, he was a democracy ally.
Yet by then, he was seen as a doomed
political figure because of gerryman-
dering. Sophocles himself couldn’t
have written a more tragic tale of self-
defeating hubris.

So yes, JD Vance has said a number
of things over the years that I agree
with: no endless wars, release the
Epstein files, stop the gerrymander-
ing. I agreed with Vance who was
interested in fighting for democracy:
But to appease his boss, he’s retreated
from principled stances. How the
world has changed, and he with it.

Granderson is an op-ed columnist
for the Los Angeles Times.
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Prices
may
climb
even
higher

Beef

supply
expected
to drop

by 2.5%

By GERSON FREITAS JR.

Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

American beef lovers
may face even leaner
plates and higher prices
next year as U.S. produc-
tion shrinks to a decade
low and tariffs limit
imports, according to a
U.S. government projec-
tion.

Total beef supply in the
U.S. is expected to drop
2.5% in 2026 to 31.1 billion
pounds — the lowest since
2019 — the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture said
in a monthly report. The
decline threatens to push
record beef prices even
higher, with tariffs limit-
ing importers’ ability to
soften the blow.

U.S. beef supplies have
been constrained by a
shrinking herd. For years,
ranchers have  been
culling cows due to a com-
bination of persistent
drought and high costs,
reducing the domestic
inventory to its lowest
level in several decades.

Record  prices for
slaughter-weight animals
have fueled expectations
that ranchers will begin
rebuilding the herd in 2026
— but that would tighten
supplies even further in
the short term, as ranch-
ers would need to retain
more females for breeding
rather than sending them
to processors.

Meanwhile, the Trump
administration has
slapped hefty tariffs on
shipments from Brazil,
making supplies from the
world’s largest  beef
exporter more costly.

U.S. beef production is
expected to fall 1.8% to
25.5 billion pounds next
year, the lowest since 2016,
while imports are project-
ed to decline 6.1% to 4.95
billion pounds, according
to the USDA. Both fore-
casts were revised lower
from last month.
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Tribune News Service

Carrie Thompson works in a front yard that has been converted into a garden in Minneapolis. In 2019, after growing to
three yards, the couple started working on the Black Radish full-time. “It is definitely not your normal 9 to 5, which is something
that is also very important to us,” Townsend said.

Yard to garden

Lawns were converted to grow produce

By LINCOLN ROCH
Star Tribune
Tribune News Service

A staple of the American
dream — the perfectly cut, Ken-
tucky bluegrass front lawn — is
missing from 15 south Minneapo-
lis yards. In its place: big, rectan-
gular boxes of dirt.

One of them is made from an
old bed frame. Others were built
with 2x4’s. They hold an array of
vegetables, leafy greens and
herbs. Two artists built and man-
age them. And when the crops are
ready, they're shared with those
who support the operation; the
rest is then donated to feed many
more.

Every Wednesday from June
through early October, in a shed
behind the home of Carrie
Thompson and her husband, Jade
Townsend, dozens of members
of the Black Radish pick up their
produce for the week. Some lend
their yards, while others pay
yearly for the goods. Odds are,
whatever they walk away with
was pulled out of the ground or
picked off a plant hours — or
even minutes — earlier.

Melissa Onyango-Robshaw’s
home is one of the original three
yards. When she stops by, she
takes only what she thinks she’ll
use till next week, which all mem-
bers are asked to do.

“Sometimes it’s just a little bit
because I'll still have some lettuce

left over from last week and I
need to finish it. But other times,
I'm like, ‘I'm planning this dish
that uses chard, and I need this
much of it,”” she said. “It’s like
having the farmers market, but
like, four houses down.”

Thompson and Townsend start-
ed the Black Radish, an urban
market garden and community-
supported agriculture group, in
2018 in their front yard.

“We had decided to convert our
front lawn to garden beds and
then, as a joke almost, we were
like ‘What if we did like, a little
mini CSA?’ and then we did one,”
said Townsend.

It’s not mini anymore. In 2019,
after growing to three yards, the
couple started working on the
Black Radish full-time. They fre-
quently get requests to join the
CSA, but they’re at capacity, with
a consistent waitlist.

To meet demand, they want to
increase their footprint. But they
also have to turn away people vol-
unteering to give up their grass.
They don’t have the time to build
and maintain more yards spread
out across the neighborhood.

Instead, they have their eyes set
on a quarter-acre of land two
blocks from their house in the
Standish neighborhood. Their
vision is to turn it into a central
hub for the Black Radish, and a
place that empowers those
around it.

The issue: Land in south Min-
neapolis is expensive, and urban
gardening, especially, when you
give the extra crops to a nonprof-
it, is not very lucrative.

Townsend and Thompson start-
ed the Black Radish, knowing
they would be scraping by even if
it was a success. For Townsend,
every day consists of long hours
of manual labor. All year long he
makes his rounds to every yard
and, depending on the season,
waters, plants, harvests, re-soils
or winterizes.

“It is definitely not your nor-
mal 9 to 5, which is something
that is also very important to us,”
Townsend said.

The job allows him to work
with his wife, and be around their
child, who was born in 2020, one
year into the Black Radish. It has
also connected the couple with
the community.

All the yards, and most of the
CSA members, are in their neigh-
borhood. Dozens of conversa-
tions pop up on the sidewalk out-
side their house on Wednesdays,
with passersby and members
coming and going.

Local restaurants like
the North Star Deli and the Stan-
dish Cafe source ingredients
when there are enough supplies
to go around. And a grant from
the Sanneh Foundation lets them
provide food to distribute, with a
chef who makes culturally rele-

vant meals for those using the
program, who are largely Hispan-

ic.

The plot of land they want is
off 39th Street and Standish
Avenue. It’s a vacant lot next to an
apartment complex. If they get
the land, the converted yards
would stay, and the Black Radish’
footprint would double. By farm-
ing the land instead of using
raised boxes spread out across
blocks, their output would triple.

They want the land to anchor
the community. The vision also
includes partnering with Sanneh
on another front, bringing in a
job training program to work
with Townsend in the garden.

While the CSA works to raise
the money, Thompson and
Townsend note that the expan-
sion wouldn’t be making divi-
dends. They didn’t get into urban
gardening to turn a profit. The
driving factor for this latest
endeavor: If they can grow in
acreage, they can reduce their
waitlist, and help more people get
access to fresh, locally grown veg-
etables.

“What do you really want to be
doing with this short amount of
time that you have on this
Earth?” Townsend asked. “It’s
important that you’re not stuck
doing something miserable, and
we would rather try to make a dif-
ference in the world and be happy
than make a killing.”
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Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road
Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390
Fortkampfoam.com

Hopkins Repai

LLC
Auto & light truck repair

Mon-Fri. « 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins
260-251-0459

All Weather
Heating and Air
Conditioning

r, Baird Freeman

Funeral Home
221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN
260-726-7171

Dentistry
1413 W. Votaw St.,
Portland
260-726-7822

Vormohr Family

Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St.,

Portland
260-726-8114
Www.ovgc.com

(260)726-4822
24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland
& Surrounding Areas

Prevention
Coalition

All Circuit

Electrical, LLC
5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336
www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Display Craft Signs
630 E. Votaw St.

Jay County Drug

100 N. Meridian St.,
Portland, IN 47371
260-251-3259
Email:
jedpccontact@gmail.com

Williams
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave.
Portland, IN
8-5:30 Mon-Fri,
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts
since 1951

(260) 726-8001
www.williamsautoparts.com

Dunn Family

Dental Care
110 W. North St.

260-726-8007

Portland, IN 47371

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr.

Ft. Recovery, OH
419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

This local business listing runs
4 times a month with packages of either

$25, or $50.

Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included
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THE FAMILY CIRCUS

By Bil Keane

“Can we get pizza for lunch?”

INCIDENTALLY, HOW

DO HoU 6U%5 LIKE

THE GRAPE JELLY I

BROUGHT ALONG?
-

167 Prarts Werdwrs LT, D, by Anches Moioe

(T'5 A NEW BRAND
CALLED “"SMIRK”

IF SOMEONE GET5
JELLY ON Hi5 FACE,
HOU CAN SAY TO HIM,
*WIPE THAT 'SMIRK"

OFF YOUR FACE!”
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AGNES, PLEASE

WHILE YOU'RE
SITTING THERE .

ARE YOU IMALYING
FOLD THE TOWELS | THAT SINCE TAM
AWOMAN, T'M

ONLY SUITED TO

CLUTCH ON THE TRUCK
IF YOU'D RATHER .

JUST & LITTLE
JOKE THERE TO BOOST
SABGING MCRALE

SHES PRETTY CLEVER
FOR AN OLD WOMAN. |

w0 §107TPUBTH

WHAT'S THE
OPPOSITE OF
A 10 PM.
CURFEW?

| Zee ates
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Between Friends

OH MY 2osH ... AN
EMAIL FRom THE

DISTILLERY PosiTioN T
APPLIED FOR....

Blondie

PLEASE ... PLEASE ...
PLEASE ... PLEASE ...

G SandrBe | Lt Disk et 3y g Foaros Eyndicats, e

FIN

TOOTSIE AND | ARE GOING
SHOPPING..|S THERE ANYTHING |:
— YOU BOYS WANaEwRHEILE

NAH, lWEE‘F?E ouT?

v Blondis.com

ESHOO'I'...I DION'T ) YOU'D BETTER

I WANTED
A CHEESEBURGER
UNTIL THEY LEFT

TEXT THEM..
SUDDENLY I'M

STARVING!

~

Snuffy Smith

I REALLY WOULDN'T MIND ALL
TH' SWEEPIN' AN' MOPPIN'
AN' DUSTIN' AN' POLISHIN'...

),
IF'N I COULD GIT A COMPLIMENT
FER IT EV'RY NOW AN' THEN !!

WOULDN'T
HOLD YORE
n BREATH I!

L Ine. Werld nghts rasenved,

BURNINGZ

Beetle Bailey
DO YOU SMELL ALSO CURDLING,
SOMETHING 1 SPOILING, ROTTING
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AND DECOMPOSING

Auts Sales & Senice, Tne.
Highway 67 W,

Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

BAIL BONDS
Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

Bricker s Flouwers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

Wendel’s

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning
G\ Von Schrader Dry
A | Foam Cleaning

For Quick Drying,

Residential & E and E Construction
Green Seal® V' Commercial Amish Crew
Appraved BARN RESTORATION
Dave Wendel Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more
Ph' 260-726_4520 FREE Estimates
Cell 260-729-2797 260-301-1777

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,
Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Contract
Bridge

& By Steve Becker

Test your play

1. You are declarer with the West
hand at Six Diamonds, North leads
the ace and another spade. How
would you play the hand?

West East
a0 aK 54
vz YAQIG
$AKII0S 4092
#AKQG64 B»853

2, You are declarer with the West
hand at Three Notrump. North
leads the jack of hearts, How would
you play the hand?

West East
SAKT &)
YAK YQs5
*AJ953 $107042
AK T2 *03643

L

1. The danger is that the opposing
clubs might be divided 4-1, in which
case il you were to discard a heart
on your king of spades at trick two,
you would very likely finish down
one.

The best method of play is to ruff
the second spade lead, draw trump
and then play the A-K of elubs. IT
both opponents follow suit, you
have the rest of the tricks, but il
either opponent shows out on the
second club. you still have two heart
finesses to fall back on to save the
day. Thus you make the slam on the
suggested line of play if North

holds something like & Al098
¥ K1097 ¢ 7643 & 9, but you would
almost surely go down if you made
the mistake of prematurely discard-
ing a heart on the king of spades at
trick two.

2. After winning the heart, you
must resist the temptation to imme-
diately develop the diamond suil.
Four diamond tricks and four
tricks in the majors would not be
enough, and when you attempted
1o score the ninth trick by leading a
club, the enemy would grab the ace
and cash at least three hearts to put
you out of business,

Tnstead of pursuing such a hope-
less course, you should win the
heart and lead a low club at trick
two, This play offers a legitimate
chance for the contract. If North
has two or three clubs including the
ace, he must play low; otherwise,
you'll be able to score two spades,
two hearts, a diamond and four
clubs for nine tricks.

If you are able to “steal” a club
trick, you can then attack dia-
monds, intending (o [inesse i
South follows low. Unless North
turns up with all three missing dia-
monds, you make the contract.

Of course, if South has the club
ace, you will fail in your mission,
but in that case, the contract could
nol be made.

Tomorrow: Sheer artisiry.
L2025 King Features Syndicate Ing

8-15

CRYPTOQUIP

AKHNOGK EB NZK YAKNPYKETX

HKAOEV NZPN MPX

[WEMW

BEA ONX AKPGGQ BETG EVEA:

NQAPWWEXPTATX AKKIX.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WOULD YOU ASSUME
THAT COWS, SHEEP AND PIGS GET THEIR
PRESCRIPTIONS FILLED AT THE FARMACY?
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals O

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 45 More 5 “You 25 Hairy
1 Big- mature Can't — Addams
screen 47 Low digit Again” cousin
buys 48 Grimm 6 Express 26 Intel-
4 Past story a view ligence
7 Flat 52 Nabokov 7 Campus org.
floaters novel mil. 28 Bagel
12 Perfume 53 Big foil group variety
label maker 8 HIV- 30 Prattle
word 54 Business treating 31 Actress
13 Soak (up) letters drug Arthur
14 Maestro 55 Allow 9 JFK 32 Coffee
Seiji— 56 Synthetic ~ regulator vessel
15 Spinning fabric 10 Prefix 33A
abbr. 57 Lawn with Bobbsey
16 Tucked-in ~ material night twin
blouse 58 Billboards 11 Erie 36 Skewer
part Canal 37 Danny of
18 Religious DOWN mule “Moon-
sch. 1 To the 17 Cere- struck”
19 Bar mixer  point mony 40 October
20 Dutch 2 Smoked 21 High-1Q birth-
export an e-cig group stones
22 Convened 3 —cum 23 Plain 42 Eucalyp-
23 Ache laude writing tus
27 Before 4 Admin. 24— eater
29 Marsh aide Lingus 43 Finished
birds _— \ 44 Plane
31 Energizer Solution time: 25 mins. assign-
mascot  [J]A[MEA[B 1o ments
34 Major N'A 2 ADIO ﬁ FI‘ 45 [I:Iikl:her
artery olan
35 Obliter E s 46 Shipping
ates AlR EF dept.
37 Sit-up T[E s|L stamp
targets a_ ‘ 2 48 Distant
38 Writer 49 Carte
Quindlen Ftot TE gy
39 Luau dish [cTale awiel 50 Glacial
41 Squeezes [H]m[o NlT N[T] 51 Kanga's
(out) Yesterday’s answer &5  kid

2 5
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THE
CLASSFIEDS

Find it - Buy I,
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes

Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

50 RUMMAGE SALES

BIG YARD SALE August
13th-14th-15th. 8am-
5pm 3265 W. State Road
26 Portland, IN Lots of
tools and more.

ZANE’S ANNUAL
BARN SALE
840 W 100 N, Portland.
August 17th thru August
24th.

Opening at 7am on the
first day. 8am-4pm the
rest of the week.
Antiques, Furniture,
Primitives, Quilts, Buggy
Wheels, Shop and Hand
Tools, Household, Guns,
Knives, Ammunition,
Longaberger, Boyds
Bears, Precious
Moments. We have
something for everyone.
Can preview early but
there will be no early
sales.

SUBSCRIBE

TO THE

COMMERCIAL

REVIEW

up to

49%

off

Newsstand prices

Subscribe at

thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141




The Commercial Review
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Crawford ...

Continued from page 8

So what would a World Series
in Seattle mean to the city? In
Crawford’s eyes, it would be
tough to match.

“Well, think about that ’95 run
and we didn’t, you know, win a
World Series, but just the run
was electric. It was magic, and
we still talk about it 30 years
later,” he said. “So a World
Series here, it would, it would be
everything. It would be literally
everything. Think about it: We

have the Storm world champi-
ons, WNBA champions. We've
had the Sonics (as) NBA cham-
pions, Seahawks. If we can pull
this off with baseball, that
would just be incredible.”

Just don’t ask him to choose
which would be better between
the Sonics returning or a World
Series.

“Let’s just have both. Two par-
ties. Let’s do that.”

But if the Sonics return,
Crawford will be at Climate

Pledge Arena on opening night
— hopefully, he says, broadcast-
ing the game.

“They don’t have to pay me for
that one. I'm flying up here and
calling that one myself.”

Beyond pro sports, Crawford
is committed to his alma mater
and helping provide opportuni-
ties for kids in Seattle. And he’s
been recognized for his efforts,
including fundraising and
financing renovations  at
Rainier Beach.

“With the Rainier Beach
part, I’ve always been present.
Even when I was gone, I would
come back and play with the
guys all summer,” Crawford
said. “Coach could always text
me to talk to a guy if they were
struggling or even if they’re
doing something well, we need
to, you know, come down a lit-
tle bit and stay humble, but
whatever it was. It’s like 1
never left, you know.”

In May, his alma mater rec-

ognized Crawford’s efforts by
naming its new basketball
court “The Jamal Crawford
Court,” which is part of the
school’s renovated athletic
complex named after coach
Mike Bethea, whom Crawford
calls “The GOAT” and the best
coach he ever had. Crawford
will coach his son alongside
his former coach this season as
his schedule allows.

“It’s just like a full-circle
moment,” he said.

Dodge

Continued from page 8

“How it’'s going to be
determined obviously is
the question. What parts of
the money itself does Title
IX govern?”

That’s a question athletic
directors must consider in
planning, N.C. State’s Boo
Corrigan said.

“It’s always there. It’s
always in the front of your
mind as far as what you're
going to do,” the Wolfpack
AD said. “We've spent a lot
of time since we’ve been
here in leveling off all of
our budgets.

“The tricky part is that
right now universities are
changing. There’s more
and more women going to
college than there are men.
It’s making sure you're
keeping up with that in par-
ticipation numbers and
where are you. What we
really look at is what are
the experiences they’re
having and are we on-point
with what they're doing.”

Title IX, a federal law
since 1972, provides that
“no person in the United
States shall, on the basis of
sex, be excluded from par-
ticipation in, be denied the
benefits of, or be subjected

to discrimination under
any education program or
activity receiving Federal
financial assistance.”

That covers a lot of bases
and “denied the benefits”
could be the part of Title IX
that launches more legal
action over revenue-shar-
ing and money paid by
third-party NIL collectives.

California judge Claudia
Wilken, who ruled on the
House settlement, did not
address Title IX ramifica-
tions in revenue sharing
with athletes, saying the
lawsuit was an antitrust
case. She did rule the back
damage payments were not
subject to Title IX require-
ments — a decision that
then was appealed to the
Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals.

“She made it clear right
from the beginning she
wasn’t factoring in Title IX
in her deliberations, (rul-
ing) that’s a decision y’all
(NCAA schools) have to
deal with,” Finch said.

Presidential politics
In the final days of the
Biden Administration, the
Department of Education
provided some guidance,

Sports on tap

saying paying athletes
would fall under “athletic
financial assistance” and
would need to be split pro-
portionately at schools.

In February 2025, the
Office of Civil Rights
issued a statement con-
cerning Title IX implica-
tions for college revenue
sharing. It said, in part:
“Title IX says nothing
about how revenue-gener-
ating athletics programs
should allocate compensa-
tion among student ath-
letes. The claim that Title
IX forces schools and col-
leges to distribute student-
athlete revenues propor-
tionately based on gender
equity considerations is
sweeping and  would
require clear legal authori-
ty to support it. That does
not exist.”

President Trump has
since signed a “Save Col-
lege Sports” executive
order that prohibits pay-
for-play payments from
third parties to athletes.
The executive order also
calls for the “preservation
and, where possible, expan-
sion of opportunities for
scholarships and collegiate
athletic competition in

women’s and non-revenue
sports.”

Trump signed another
executive order July 31 that
expanded his council on
sports that will be chaired
by golfer Bryson DeCham-
beau. Trump said he want-
ed to clean up the “mess” in
college football but also
said he was concerned
about women’s sports
being “totally decimated”
with much of the new rev-
enue going to football pro-
grams.

“Very bad for women,
very bad what’s happen-
ing,” Trump said.
“Because now there are no
women able to get the
money they're talking
about. It seems to be going
mostly to football, some
basketball.”

Immediate
implications

At Stephen FE Austin
State University in Texas,
six women’s athletes filed a
class action lawsuit based
on Title IX discrimination,
seeking to keep the school
from eliminating women’s
bowling, beach volleyball
and golf. The school, in
announcing the cutbacks

in May, had cited the “antic-
ipated impact” of revenue
sharing in Division I.

A US. District Judge
ruled in favor of the ath-
letes, ordering the school to
reinstate the women’s
sports teams.

ACC commissioner Jim
Phillips said at the league’s
football kickoff event in
Charlotte that Title IX con-
cerns — and potential law-
suits — are an issue that
won'’t be overlooked.

“You have to be paying
attention to that,” Phillips
said. “We talk about it often
with our athletic directors
and senior women’s admin-
istrators and university
officials. At the end of the
day these end up being
local decisions, meaning
they’re campus-driven, and
ultimately it’s what the
campus wants to do.

“But we're trying to edu-
cate our constituents, try-
ing to make sure that they
have the information nec-
essary to make good deci-
sions and judgment about
what they’re going to do.
And I've been pleased with
what I've heard,” he said.
“Now, I don’t know what
everybody’s doing, because

it’s happening so fast, but
this league has been so
committed for 73 years to
broad-based programming
like no other, with 15
women’s sports and 13
male sports, that I'm sure
people are looking to the
ACC to see how we’re han-
dling it. I've talked to the
other commissioners about
it. So there’s been lots of
conversation, but you just
don’t know until you get
into it.”

It’s not that women play-
ing college sports have
been denied NIL-related
benefits. ESPN reported
Texas Tech softball pitcher
NiJaree Canady was given
a $1 million contract by the
school’s collective, The
Matador Club, last year
after she transferred from
Stanford.

Several female athletes
are combining strong ath-
letic performance and
strong social-media brands
to earn big bucks.

Livvy Dunne, a gymnast
at LSU, had an NIL valua-
tion of more than $4 mil-
lion last year driven by her
social-media presence and
influence, according to On3
rankings.

Local schedule
Today
Jay County — Football scrimmage at Rich-
mond - 7 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Boys golf at Russia — 10
a.m.; Football scrimmage vs. Indian Lake — 7 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Cross Country at Warsaw Tiger
Invite — 9 a.m.; Boys tennis at Trojan Kickoff
Duals at New Castle - 9 a.m.

TV schedule

Today

12 p.m. — LIV Golf Indianapolis (FS1)

1 p.m. — Little League World Series (ESPN)

2 p.m. — LIV Golf Indianapolis (FOX)

3 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Liverpool FC
at AFC Bournemouth (USA)

7:30 p.m. — NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series:
eero 250 (FS1)

8 p.m. — Banana Ball World Tour (ESPN2)

8:15 p.m. — MLB: New York Yankees at St.
Louis Cardinals (FDSN Indiana)

9 p.m. — MMA: Professional Fighters League

(ESPN)

Saturday

5:35 a.m. — AFL: Collingwood Magpies at
Adelaide Crows (FS1)

7:30 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Aston
Villa at Newcastle United (USA)

9 a.m. — MotoGP: Austria Grand Prix (FS1)

10 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Brighton &
Hove Albion at Fulham (USA)

11 a.m. — LIV Golf Indianapolis (FS1)

12 p.m. — LIV Golf Indianapolis (FOX)

12:30 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Wolver-
hampton Wanderers at Manchester City (NBC)

1 p.m. — PGA Tour: BMW Championship
(NBC)

1 p.m. — Little League World Series (ESPN)

1:30 p.m. — La Liga soccer: Mallorca at FC
Barcelona (USA)

2 p.m. — WNBA: New York Liberty at Min-
nesota Lynx (CBS)

2:20 p.m. — MLB: Pittsburgh Pirates at Chica-
go Cubs (FS1)

4 p.m. — NWSL soccer: Kansas City Current
at Orlando Pride (CBS)

6 p.m. — Horse racing: Saratoga Live (FS1)

6:30 p.m. — MLB: Milwaukee Brewers at
Cincinnati Reds (FDSN Indiana)

7 p.m. — NFL preseason: Baltimore Ravens at
Dallas Cowboys (FOX); Los Angeles Chargers at
Los Angeles Rams (CBS); New York Jets at New
York Giants (ABC)

7:15 p.m. — MLB: Detroit Tigers at Minneso-
ta Twins (FOX)

7:30 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Cook Out
400 (USA)

8:30 p.m. — MLS: Minnesota United at Seat-
tle Sounders (FS1)

9 p.m. — USL Championship cup: Tampa Bay
Rowdies at Phoenix Rising (ESPN2)

11 p.m. — USL Championship cup: Sacra-
mento Republic at Oakland Roots (FOX)

Local notes
Outing announced

The Adams Health Network Foundation will
host the 12th Annual Golf Classic on Sept. 12 at
Wabash Valley Golf Club.

There will be two shotgun starts at 7:30 a.m.
and 1 p.m. Breakfast, snacks and beverages will
be provided, as well as a lunch in between flights.

The event raises funds for healthcare scholar-

ships and local health initiatives in Adams Coun-
ty.
The deadline to register is August 22. To reg-
ister visit adamshospital.org/foundation. For
more information, email
kim.tormbley@adamshealthnetwork.org.

Chamber to host

Jay County Chamber of Commerce will host its
golf outing on Sept. 19 at 9 a.m.

Participation costs $250 per team with lunch
included. A $20 team mulligan golf ball can be
purchased as well.

Sponsorships can be purchased as well. A
lunch sponsorship will cost $500, while a gold
sponsorship will go for $450. Hole sponsorships
cost $100 for members and $150 for non-mem-
bers.

The deadline to register is Sept. 12. For more
info, call (260) 726-4481 or email amanda@jay-
countychamber.com.

Tickets available
Jay County Junior-Senior High School is selling
super and season tickets.
To purchase tickets, visit the high school’s

office hours which are between 7:30 a.m. and
2:30 p.m.

Regular season tickets for individual varsity
events will cost $7, while admission to JV, fresh-
man or junior high events will be $6 for adults.

The Patriot Pass, which gets you into all high
school and junior high events costs $115. The
Senior Patriot Pass for those 65 and older will be
$70.

Other deals are as follows:

- High School Adult Super tickets - $90

- Senior Super Tickets - $55

+Pre-Paid Sports Pass - $60

- Basketball season pass - $60

+Football season pass - $25

Next race set

The next race in the Adams County Challenge
series is the Adams Memorial/Kekionga Green-
way Gallup at 4:30 p.m. Aug. 23.

The race begins at the Riverside Center in
Decatur. Registration forms can be found at
adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

To have an event listed in “Sports on tap”, email
details to sports@thecr.com
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100 JOBS WANTED

130 MISC. FOR SALE

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON CONSTRUCTION-
Specializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquE,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 1702 W Tyson
Road, Portland IN
SATURDAY MORNING,
SEPTEMBER 6, 2025
9:30 A.M.

REAL ESTATE
Tract 1 - 2 story home
with approximately
2,048 square feet of liv-
ing space situated on
approximately 1.75
acres. 1st floor features
include kitchen with floor
to ceiling cabinets, din-
ing room, living room,
bedroom, full bathroom,
and enclosed front
porch. 2nd floor
includes 3 bedrooms
and 1 half bathroom.
Home is connected via
an enclosed area to a 2
car garage with approxi-
mately 895 square feet
and includes a pull down
stairway accessing attic
storage. Property also
offers a 48 x 56’ pole
building with front and

50 RUMMAGE SALES

ZANE’S ANNUAL
BARN SALE

AUGUST 17TH THRU AUGUST 24TH
OPENING AT 7 AM. ON THE FIRST DAY
8-4 THE REST OF THE WEEK
LOCATED: 840 W 100 N, PORTLAND IN.

ANTIQUES, FURNITURE, PRIMITIVES, QUILTS,
BUGGY WHEELS, SHOP AND HAND TOOLS,
HOUSEHOLD, GUNS, KNIVES, AMMUNITION,
LONGABERGER, BOYDS BEARS, PRECIOUS

MOMENTS. WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR
EVERYONE. CAN PREVIEW EARLY BUT
THERE WILL BE NO EARLY SALES.

rear overhead doors,
enclosed shop/office
area, concrete floor, and
100 amp electrical serv-
ice.

Tract 2 - One acre bare
lot located just west of
the home on Tyson
Road.

Tract 3 - Forty-seven
+/- acres of bare land
located within the city
limits of Portland. This
property offers the rare
opportunity to purchase
land in Portland with
both agricultural and
commercial opportuni-
ties.

Tract 4 - Combination of
Tracts 1 and 2.
Tract 5 - Entire package
which includes house,
pole barn and 50 acres.
OPEN HOUSE: SUN-
DAY AUGUST 10, 2025
FROM 1:00 P.M. TO
3:00 P.M.

For more information or
private showing contact
GARY LOY, Auctioneer
and (260) 726-5160 or
KIM LOY, Real Estate
Broker at (260) 726-
2700.

THE ESTATE OF MAX
& BERNICE MCCLURG
Loy Auction
AC#31600027 Auction-
eers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: The corner of
Main and Race Streets,
Ridgeville Indiana (just
west 1 block from Pak A

Sak)

Saturday Morning
AUGUST 16, 2025
9:30 A.M.
ANTIQUES - OLD &
COLLECTORS ITEMS
Railroad crossing Cross-
buck signs with post,

lights and bell. Coca
Cola Bat Wing store
cooler; 1929 Easy Cop-
per wash machine (elec-
tric with natural gas
hook up); soap box
derby car; 3 wheel bicy-
cle with box on back
(used in Richmond IN
factory); Star Wars Mille-
nium Falcon Spaceship;
metal bolt bin; CAST
IRON: 30 gallon pot with
handle and stand, ;
SIGNS: Heinekin Beer,
Pepsi, Coca Cola,
Stroh’s, Seagrams, Sin-
clair, Harley Davidson,
Corvette, and Budweis-
er Select to name a few;
CROCKS &
STONEWARE: Boy
Scout items; ball cards;
Match Box cars and
case; Radio Flyer tricy-
cle; CONCRETE: don-
keys, frogs on bench,
kissing dutchman, and
Doberman to name a
few; and many other
items not listed.
TOOLS - MISCELLA-
NEOUS
80 Ibs psi air compres-
sor (originally from
phone company); Makita
Driver drill; Makita
charger; B & D jig saw;
Power Pro 300 amp
auto jumper; 1946 Ford
flat head engine parts;
fish cleaning table; wood
burning stoves; 2 wheel
cart; fishing poles; lawn
chairs; and many other
items not listed.
TERRY RITTENHOUSE
Loy Auction
AC#31600027 Auction-
eers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

PUBLIC AUCTION
THURSDAY SEPTEM-
BER 4th, 2025
TIME 4:30 P.M.
LOCATED: 506 N
George St. Ridgeville, IN
GUN -GUN SUPPLIES-
AMMO
Taurus 357 Mag 6 Shot
Revolver (3 Screw). 45
Cal ACP Pistol. H & R
Sportsman 22 Cal 9
Shot Revolver. Ammo
Reloader. Tumbler.
Reloading Supplies.
Large Lot of Lead. Large
Lot of Gun Supplies.
TRAILER-TILLERS-
SHOP EQUIPMENT
5" X 8’ Single Axel Utility
Trailer. Stihl Mini Tiller.
Craftsman Rear tine
Tiller. Dewalt Power
Miter Saw. Delta Band-
saw. . Router w/ Stand.
Roller Stand. Double
Arbor Buffer. Fishing
Poles and Supplies. .
Consew Industrial
Sewing Machine. Sentry
Small Safe.
ANTIQUES-HOUSE-
HOLD-MISC
Toys and Miniatures.
Primitive Tools. Cross
Cut Saws. Banjo. Marl-
boro Sign. Marlboro Top
Ornate Sofa Table w/
End Tables and Coffee
Tables.Laser Printer. 2
and 4 Drawer Filing
Cabinets. Large Lot of
Hardware.
OWNER: Friends
Firearms by Flora
Friend.

Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling.  260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED Painting
and Pressure washing in
Fort Recovery 419-852-
0309

TJ EXPRESS SERVICE,
LLC is seeking 3 CDL-A
truck drivers to join the
team! Multiple 53’ van
trailers and a 48’ flatbed
spots available. Most
Saturdays and Sundays
off. Starting at
$0.63/mile. Responsibili-
ties include inspecting
the truck before and after
trips. Make all appoint-
ments on time. Qualifica-
tions: Verifiable previous
experience in truck driv-
ing. At least 2 years
experience. Commercial
driver’s license (CDL-A).
No hazmat. Ability to
handle physical work-
load. For more details,
please contact Patrick at
(502)-545-7825.

HOUSE KEEPER to
work 3hr Tuesday in
September & October.
Call 260-251-0793

130 MISC. FOR SALE

FOR SALE Hay and
Straw call 260-249-8458

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

TJ EXPRESS SERVICE,
LLC in Dunkirk, IN has
14,400 square feet of
commercial storage
space available for rent.
Monday-Friday from
6:00AM-6:00PM. Feel
free to call our office at
260-766-4331 or email
customerservice@tjx-
pservice.com

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing,  ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
WWW.Sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage



Get all of your local
sports information online
by visiting thecr.com
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Early morning tee

Mallory Evers tees off on the ninth hole at Portland Golf Club during Thursday morning’s
191-257 victory over the Parkway Panthers. Evers posted a 48 to score for the Tribe. For the full
story, pick up Saturday’s edition of The Commercial Review. For photos from the event, visit

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jamal Crawford will host
MLB Network show, plans
for The Crawsover to return

By SEAN QUINTON
The Seattle Times
Tribune News Service

SEATTLE — When most
people retire, they take
some time to relax. Not
Jamal Crawford.

Seattle’s basketball wiz-
ard, known for his prolific
scoring and signature
ankle-breaking crossovers
over his 20-year NBA
career, is juggling a lot
these days. But he would-
n’t have it any other way.

Crawford balances
broadcasting duties while
putting his heart into his
city, its sports teams and
Rainier Beach High
School, where he rose to
stardom by winning a
state title in 1998.

Crawford is back at
Rainier Beach as an assis-
tant boys basketball
coach, helping the Vikings
win their 10th state title in
2025. He is set to help
coach this season as his
son JJ Crawford joins the
team.

Oh yeah, and after a
two-year hiatus, Crawford
is even bringing his popu-
lar pro-am basketball
league back next summer.

“The Crawsover will be
back,” Crawford said.
“Next year I have it
planned out, because I
know I’ll be coaching, but
still there’ll be a better
plan going forward for
sure.”

Crawford said NBA
stars such as Stephen
Curry and Zion

Williamson have
expressed interest in play-
ing in the event.

“It shows that, you
know, the pro-am and Seat-
tle basketball is not only
on the map, but, you know,
the best in the world are
checking in for it,” he
said.

Crawford can be seen
and heard most every-
where in NBA circles on
podcasts and TV these
days. After two breakout
NBA seasons on TNT as
an in-studio analyst and
calling playoff games this
spring, Crawford is set to
become a lead game ana-
lyst for NBC this fall as the
network returns to host-
ing NBA games.

“It wasn’t in the cards
where I had this illustri-
ous plan (with broadcast-
ing). But the fact that it’s
happened this way, I feel
like it’s my duty now
because I love the game so
much and I want to bring
the fans closer to the game
and, you know, entertain
but hopefully they learn a
little something while I'm
talking.”

Crawford will try to do
the same with a sport he
used to play, just admitted-
ly not quite as well. He'll
co-host MLB Network’s
“MLB Tonight” for a spe-
cial show called the
“Crawsover Edition” from
T-Mobile Park. Crawford,
who said he played short-
stop and pitcher for the

Merchants in Seattle, will
be joined by former MLB
All-Star Dexter Fowler
and several guests, includ-
ing Basketball Hall of
Famer Charles Barkley,
former MLB star Gary
Sheffield and comedian
Druski.

You’d be hard-pressed to
find someone who hypes
up Seattle and its sports
teams more than Craw-
ford. And with the way
he’s feeling about the
Mariners, Crawford might
just take up the whole 2
1/2-hour program, which
began Tuesday, to gush
about the team he rooted
for growing up.

Crawford, who wore his
hat backward as a kid idol-
izing Ken Griffey Jr., was
locked in over the week-
end when the M’s swept
the Rays to improve their
season-best winning
streak to seven games and
move within a game of the
AL West lead. And he was
impressed by Ichiro’s mes-
sage to the team to
embrace the pressure and
seize the moment.

“He’s such an iconic leg-
end, I mean, he has
absolutely left his mark
not only on the city, but
the game,” Crawford said
of Ichiro, whose com-
ments came Saturday dur-
ing his jersey retirement
ceremony. “So when some-
body like that speaks, we
all listen.”

See Crawford page 7

* Flyers

* Posters

e Graphic Design
* Business Cards

* Brochures

¢ Letterhead

e Carbonless Forms
¢ Customized Forms

¢ Envelopes

FRHS boys golf faces off
against Russia today,

see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review

New college
sports model
can’t dodge Title IX

By CHIP ALEXANDER
The News & Observer (Raleigh)
Tribune News Service

RALEIGH, N.C. — With
all the talk about revenue-
sharing in college sports,
front-loaded NIL packages,
multi-million-dollar quar-
terbacks and looming Con-
gressional involvement, all
but overlooked has been the
elephant in the room: Title
IX. The long-awaited House
vs. NCAA settlement was to
bring some parameters and
guardrails to what often
has been chaotic since 2021.
A part of the settlement
was that $2.8 billion be paid
by the NCAA over the next
10 years to former athletes
denied the chance to bene-
fit financially from their
name, image and likeness
while playing in college.

But the $2.8 billion in
back pay has been paused.
The reason: Eight female
athletes, including six from
the College of Charleston,
appealed that part of the
settlement approved in a
California court, saying it
violates Title IX. That could
just be the start, said Nora
Lynn Finch, a former
women’s coach and long-
time athletic administrator
at N.C. State and then the
ACC.

“There is going to be a
bombardment of Title IX
complaints,” Finch said in
an interview. “They’ll be
coming from the athletes,
they’ll be coming from
coaches. And never rule out
the women’s sports founda-
tions. “From the time the
House settlement was pro-
posed and supported by the
NCAA membership, right
away women were saying,
‘You cannot get past Title
IX. The House settlement
puts us on a collision
course.

“There’s no left or right
turn now. It’s head-on.”

‘Interesting to watch’

Finch has a lengthy back-
ground in women’s sports
and the fight for equity. She
was an assistant women’s
basketball coach under the
late Kay Yow at N.C. State,
then was NCSU’s chief
women’s sports adminis-
trator as associate athletic
director.

At the ACC, Finch served
as senior associate commis-
sioner/women’s basketball.

She also chaired the NCAA
Division I women’s basket-
ball committee for eight
years and negotiated the
first national women’s bas-
ketball TV contract with
CBS.

The appeal by the eight
athletes was based on the
claim that NCAA female
athletes who played from
2016 to 2021 and are eligible
for back damages would
not be paid the same as foot-
ball and men’s basketball
players.

One of their attorneys
said former female athletes
should receive $1.1 billion
of the back pay to prevent
“irreparable harm” to
women’s sports.

“This is a football and
basketball damages settle-
ment with no real benefit to
female athletes,” attorney
Ashlyn Hare said in a state-
ment to the Associated
Press. “Congress has
expressly rejected efforts to
exempt revenue-sharing
sports from football and
basketball from Title IX’s
anti-discrimination man-
date.”

A court decision on the
athletes’ appeal could take
months. It did not delay
NCAA schools from crank-
ing up revenue-sharing to
their athletes — most of it
to football and men’s bas-
ketball players — on July 1
as schools worked under
the $20.5 million “salary
cap” approved for this aca-
demic year.

Several schools are devot-
ing about 75% or more of
the revenue share from
their athletic department
funds to their football pro-
grams. Men’s basketball
receives  about 15%,
women’s basketball 5% and
all other sports 5%.

Can that kind of revenue
breakdown pass muster
without Title IX chal-
lenges?

“It’s going to be interest-
ing to watch,” Finch said.
“There’s going to be some
heated discussions on the
women’s side on this. I do
believe Title IX is going to
withstand this test, and it
will be a test. I think it will
stand. Boy, would that be
some kind of mutiny if
Title IX itself were to be
diluted.

See Dodge page 7
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