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First day back

Fort Recovery Middle School principal Holly Wermert gives a high-five to fourth grader
Mia Schoenlein as she gets off the bus Tuesday morning. Fort Recovery Local Schools students
returned to the classroom Tuesday.
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Blight, procedure discussed

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

Portland City Council dis-
cussed blighted properties and
department head attendance dur-
ing their meeting Monday, with
some council members also ques-
tioning agenda policies.

Council member Ron May
brought up the issue of blight,
saying he has tried to get the topic
on the agenda and that it has been
removed by Mayor Jeff Westlake
twice. He suggested creating and
building up a fund to help deal
with blighted properties.

Westlake said he has talked
with Ceann Bales of Jay County
Development Corporation about
potential grants for blight
removal and was in contact with
a crew that was in the process of
fixing up such a structure.

May questioned why the issue
has been removed from agendas,
with Westlake responding that
that he would like to have council
members come to him with such
questions first. He said some-
times items seem to cause drama
and do not lead to productive
meetings.

“I guess this isn’t a city council
meeting then,” said May.

Deaths

Rita Leggett, 92, Bryant
Details on page 2.

May pushes for creation of fund,
questions removing items from agenda

The question was then
addressed to city attorney Wes
Schemenaur, who agreed that it is
the council’s meeting and that the
mayor is the presiding officer. He
said he would research the issue
further.

Council member Ashley Hilfik-
er questioned if residents have
had items rejected from the agen-
da. Clerk-treasurer Lori Phillips
said no residents have been
turned away:

Hilfiker also asked that depart-
ment heads be required to attend
council meetings, particularly
when expenditures are being
approved, saying she feels it
would help with questions and
eliminate confusion. Westlake
said he would bring up the idea at
his next department head meet-
ing.

Weather

The high

In other business, the coun-
cil:

*Heard a reminder from the
mayor that the Tri-State Gas
Engine and Tractor Associa-
tion Show officially begins
today. McClung urged caution
with heavier traffic and more
golf carts on the streets.

«On the recommendation of
the city’s tax abatement adviso-
ry committee, approved a tax
abatement for Priority Plastics
on a $3.5 million investment in
new equipment.

«Heard resident Jim Wasson
ask about paying for sewage
treatment for water that is used
on his garden. He also thanked
city employees for their work to
keep the city’s parks looking
nice.

See Council page 2

In review

temperature

Monday in Jay County was 86

$1

Gulley: Start
to school was
generally smooth

Issue with
internet at

jr-sr high

has been
the biggest
early hurdle

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

The 2025-26 school year
started smoothly.

Mostly.
Jay School Corporation
superintendent Jeremy

Gulley reported to Jay
School Board about the
first week-plus of school
during its meeting Mon-
day, noting positive feed-
back along with internet
and HVAC difficulties.
Gulley referred to
responses from parents to
surveys that were sent out.
Rating various issues from
one (worst) to five (best),
responses of four or five
hovered around the 80%
mark on each question.
(More than 250 parents
filled out the survey.)

Eighty-seven percent of
parents rated the first day
of school as a four or a five
overall. The corporation’s
lowest marks came for in-
person registration, with
78.9% rating it a four or a
five and 8.2% rating it a
one.

Gulley explained two of
the challenges of the
school year thus far have
been internet access for
students at Jay County
Junior-Senior High School
and heating, ventilation
and cooling (HVAC) issues
at multiple buildings. He
said it seems that the inter-
net system at the junior-
senior high was stressed
when students returned to
classes on Aug. 7.

He added that staff is
continuing to work to find
where the fault in the sys-
tem was occurring and
that students may be grad-
ually allowed onto the sys-
tem in an effort to isolate
the issue.

Portable units are being
used in the preschool at
the General Shanks build-
ing, West Jay Elementary
School and the junior-
senior high until HVAC
issues can be permanently
resolved.

See Start page 2

Transition plans
keep developing

Schoonover
hired to train
to become

fiscal officer

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY —
More plans to transition
village leadership roles
are in motion.

Following an executive
session Monday, Fort
Recovery Village Council
hired Jennifer Schoonover
as fiscal officer trainee.

Schoonover, a Fort Recov-
ery resident who has
served as grant adminis-
trator and assistant fiscal
officer since July 2020, has
about 20 years of experi-
ence in government work.
Her previous employment
includes working at the
park district and auditor's
office in Miami County as
well as at the Ohio Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Schoonover will begin
in the new role Oct. 1.
She’ll begin training at
that time to take over fis-
cal officer Roberta Stau-
gler’s position after her
retirement June 1. The vil-
lage will also look to fill
the assistant fiscal officer
job.

See Plans page 5
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Train derails

Police, firefighters and Chicago Transit

Authority employees help passengers make their way
to the platform while walking along a set of tracks
Monday at the scene where a CTA train was derailed at
the Howard station. No injuries were reported and the
cause of the derailment was not immediately known.

degrees. The low was 66.

Tonight’s low will be in the
lower 60s.

Expect partly cloudy skies
Thursday with a high around
80. Thursday night’s low will
drop into the 50s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

The Friends of Jay County
Public Library will hold their
annual book sale beginning
Thursday. The sale will be open
from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday,
8 am. to 5 p.m. Friday and 8
a.m. to noon Saturday.

Coming up S
—
Thursday — Results from B —
the JCHS boys tennis match ——
against Alexandria-Monroe. )
N
Friday — Coverage of Jay O T—
County Commissioners’ special 3 ———
meeting. fo¢)
O I
Saturday — A feature from
the Tri-State Gas Engine and o

Tractor Association Show.
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House GOP lines up for redistricting

By CASEY SMITH

and WHITNEY DOWNARD

Indiana Capital Chronicle

indianacapitalchronicle.com
Indiana’s entire House GOP
delegation
pledged support Monday for
President Donald Trump’s
plan to craft new federal dis-
trict maps in an attempt to
pick up one to two additional
Republican seats in 2026.
Meanwhile, Indiana House
Republicans that would actu-
ally have to draw new bound-
aries met privately on the
north side of Indianapolis —

congressional

and it’s still unclear where the
caucus may land on the politi-
cally-charged proposal.

House Speaker Todd Huston
Indiana
Chronicle after the roughly
two-hour meeting that “we
had a good conversation” but
did not give details about
where the caucus stands, over-

told the

all.

“We’re still talking,
we’ll work on all this togeth-
er,” Huston said.

He said there was no time-
line for the caucus to make
any decisions and declined to

Capital

hours.

“Democrats have proven they
will use every tool available to
them to gain and keep power. For
years, Republicans have idly
stood by while the Left has
weaponized government against
us,” U.S. Rep. Marlin Stutz-

and

comment on whether a special
session seemed likely or not.
Other state lawmakers were
mum — with several declining to
speak to the Indiana Capital
Chronicle following the meeting
— but members of Indiana’s
GOP congressional delegation
all jumped on board within

map!”

Stutzman’s northeastern seat
is probably the most isolated
from any redistricting threats,
though some worry that crack-
ing deep-blue Indianapolis into
several districts could erode the
safe margins Republicans cur-
rently have in other seats.

man wrote Monday on X. “It’s
time for us to drop the gloves. At
this moment, our state has the
opportunity to give conservative
Hoosiers the representation in
DC they deserve. I stand with
President Trump, it’s time to
redraw Indiana’s congressional
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Lotteries

Powerball
Monday
15-46-61-63-64
Power Ball: 1
Power Play: 3
Estimated

$643 million

jackpot:

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:
$216 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 5-7-7
Daily Four: 3-5-7-1
Quick Draw: 5-7-12-13-

Daily Four: 0-0-5-7

Quick Draw: 3-8-13-14-
18-22-25-26-31-33-34-40-49-
58-61-66-70-73-77-79

Cash 5: 7-14-33-40-41

Estimated jackpot:
$184,500

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-0-2
Pick 4: 0-7-0-6
Pick 5: 8-5-8-7-7
Evening
Pick 3: 6-3-8
Pick 4: 8-5-2-4
Pick 5: 2-1-1-5-4

17-18-21-22-30-31-37-41-46- Rolling Cash: 5-7-17-25-
52-58-59-68-70-74-77 31
Evening Estimated jackpot:
Daily Three: 4-4-5 $229,000
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Today in history

In 1794, the Battle of

Fallen Timbers
occurred on the
Maumee River near

what is now Toledo,
Ohio.

In 1866, the National
Labor Union asked the
U.S. Congress to man-
date eight-hour work-
days.

In 1914, the German
army captured Brussels
amid its invasion dur-
ing World War I.

In 1920, the National
Football League (then
known as American
Professional Football
Association) was
formed at a meeting in

Canton, Ohio. Jim Thor-
pe served as the organi-
zation’s first president.

In 1975, U.S. space-
craft Viking 1 was
launched by the Nation-
al Aeronautics and
Space Administration
on a trip to explore the
surface of Mars. It land-
ed on the planet nearly
one year later.

In 2020, Jay County
High School’s girls soc-
cer team defeated Her-
itage in a 5-0 victory. Jay
County Patriots Gabi
Bilbrey and Mara Bader
each scored goals for the
team’s win.

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Today

3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Commissioners spe-
cial session, auditori-
um, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

4 p.m. — Portland
Board of Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Monday

9 am. — Jay County
Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.

Court St., Portland.

3:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Solid Waste Manage-
ment District Board,
5948 W. Indiana 67, Port-
land.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

Tuesday

6 p.m. — Redkey Town
Council, park cabin,
Morgan park, 50

Mooney St.

Start ...

Continued from page 1

(Gulley noted that it is
possible that the HVAC and
internet problems at the
junior-senior high could be
connected.)

The board also held its
public hearing on the 2026
budget, with no comments
from the public. The $42.65
million proposed budget
would be up by 2.8% from
the current year and
includes $23.9 million in the
education fund, $11.64 mil-
lion in the operation fund,
$7 million in the debt serv-

ice fund and $20,000 in the
rainy day fund.

Business manager Shan-
non Current also projected
slight budget deficits in the
education and operation
funds for 2025, which would
put them at balances of
$8.23 million and $6.43 mil-
lion, respectively, at the end
of the year.

In other business, the
board:

«During the Patriot Pride
moment, honored Jay Coun-
ty FFA members Kendall
Schemenaur and Maddie

Clark, who won the Indiana
FFA natural resources
demonstration at state con-
vention this year. Their
project involved tapping
maple trees on the junior-
senior high property for sap.
«Accepted the resigna-
tions on instructional assis-
tants Brooklyn Jenkins and
Kimberly McDavid.
*Approved the follow-
ing: leaves of absence for
Rachel Faller and
Autumn Brown; the hir-
ing of Chelsea Boyd as
front office secretary at

Obituaries

Rita R. Leggett, Bryant,
May 14, 1933-Aug. 17,
2025. Services will be at
noon Saturday at Downing &
Glancy Funeral Home, 100
W. Washington St., Geneva.

The Commercial Review
publishes death notices
for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area
free of charge. They
include the name, city of
residence, birth/death
date and time/date/loca-
tion of services.

There is a charge for
obituaries, which are
accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary
services.

the junior-senior high;
and various extracurricu-
lar positions, including
Ashlynn May as girls ten-
nis coach and Sophia
Fugiett as FFA advisor.

*Received proposed
updates on board poli-
cies. They are to be voted
on at the September meet-
ing.

sAccepted an $845.96
donation from Dennis
and Christine Rodgers for
a special needs chair at
West Jay Elementary
School.

Groups clash over medical debt

By NIKI KELLY

Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Testimony on Monday set the stage
for an interim committee to find a
balance between growing medical
debt weighing down Hoosiers and
allowing hospitals and other health
care providers to collect what’s owed.
representing
Hoosier consumers, as well as those
handling collections, came to the
Indiana Statehouse to have their say
before the Interim Study Committee
on Courts and the Judiciary.

The group of legislators, the chief
justice and several lay members
used Senate Bill 317 as a general
guide for discussion, which narrowly

Organizations

Council ...

Continued from page 1

*OK’d a brief street clo-
sure for a house to be
moved from 209 Lincoln
Ave. to about a block away
on Penn Street. (Portland
Street Department super-
intendent Matt Shauver
said his staff will provide
assistance with blocking
traffic and clearing the
path as needed.) Also
approved the closure of a
half block of Hayes Street
adjacent to Race Street
from 1 to 8 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 30.

*Received updates from
clerk-treasurer Lori
Phillips following a con-
ference she attended last
week. She noted upcoming
changes to labor laws,
funding from the state,
public works projects and
other tax issues.

Heard from Phillips
that the draft of the 2026
budget is being finalized
and will be sent to coun-
cil members. A public
hearing on the budget is
slated for Sept. 15, with a
vote on adoption planned
for Oct. 6.

-Hilfiker thanked local
police for their presence at
arrival and dismissal from
school and the street and
parks department for
their work this summer.
She expressed concern
about cars parking on
sidewalks.

SERVICES

Saturday
Leggett, Rita: noon, Down-
ing & Glancy Funeral Home, 100
Washington St., Geneva.

Aug. 30
Shilt, Donald: || a.m., Trib-
ute Funeral Homes, 1000 N.
Broadway St., Greenville, Ohio.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
DEL TORO
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

died earlier this year. It would have
limited some medical liens on a pri-
mary residence and wage garnish-

ment.

tions.

said.

Sam Snideman, of the United Way
of Central Indiana, said Indiana is
11th highest in the country for resi-
dents with medical debt in collec-

“We need coordinated solutions
that address the high costs of health
care and patients’ ability to pay,
while also protecting patients who
do have medical debt from burdens
like adverse credit events, wage gar-
nishment and liens that make it chal-
lenging for them to break out of the
cycle of financial instability,” he

Erin Macey, director of the Indi-
ana Community Action Poverty
Institute, said both the insured and

uninsured grapple with medical

bills they can’t afford.

She said Indiana law protects
about $217 a week from wage gar-
nishment,

which hasn’t been

increased since 2009. Since then,

though, costs for rent, food and car
payments have risen steeply.

“This isn’t just dollars and cents.
It’s human impact,” Macey said.
“Improving our exemption laws
will help the unfortunate many
who are taken to court over med-
ical debt keep their heads above
water while they’re paying off

their bills.”
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Books, books and
more books are for sale.

The Friends of Jay
County Public Library
will host its annual book
sale this week from
Thursday through Sat-
urday. The sale will be
available in the Commu-
nity Room from 8 a.m. to
7p.m. Thursday, 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. Friday and 8 a.m.
to noon Saturday. Scan-
ners won't be allowed
this year.

Also, the Friends of
Jay County Public
Library is collecting
school supplies from
August through Novem-
ber. Plans are to create
Christmas donation
packages for teachers to
restock their classrooms
before the holidays and
start the new year with
fresh supplies. Dona-
tions may be dropped off
at the library during
normal business hours
through Nov. 29. Accept-
able items include tis-
sues, paper, notebooks,
cleaning wipes, folders,
crayons, markers, pen-
cils and other supplies.

Book sale begins Thursday

Taking
Note

The library will also
have tractor and engine-
themed take-and-make
crafts — in celebration
of the Tri-State Antique
Gas Engine and Tractor
Show this week — avail-
able for children in pre-
school through sixth
grade on Friday.

Series continues

The Muncie Three
Trails Music Series con-
tinues this weekend.

Its next concert, a per-
formance by Vanessa
Collier, opens at 7 p.m.
Aug. 23 at Brown Fami-
ly Amphitheater at Ball
State University.

Dates for other shows
are as follows:

«Saturday, Aug. 30 —
Jennie Devoe at Canan
Commons

«Saturday, Sept. 6 —
Colby T. Helms & the
Virginia Creepers at
Brown Family
Amphitheater

«Saturday, Sept. 20 —
The Afro Peruvian Jazz
Orchestra at Brown
Family Amphitheater

All shows begin at 7
p.m.

For more informa-
tion, visit munciethree-
trails.com.

Wonderful World

The wonderful world
of Walt Disney is on dis-
play at Arts Place.

A collection of Dis-
ney artwork is avail-
able for free to view
now through Aug. 22 in
the Hugh N. Ronald
Gallery in Portland.
The exhibit is open
from 10 am. to 5 p.m.
Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday, 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. Wednesday and 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday.

For more information,
call (765) 726-4809, email
visualarts@myart-
splace.org or visit myart-
splace.org.

Sorority

news

Sister tires

DEAR ABBY: My sister-in-law is her
alcoholic husband’s enabler. He has health
conditions that make walking difficult. He
falls down often and can’t make it to the
bathroom. Being drunk all the time (he
consumes a fifth of vodka every two days)
also prevents him from getting the surgery
he needs.

My SIL buys his liquor for him. She says
if she doesn’t, he will drive himself, endan-
gering others. She has tried talking with
his doctors, friends, family, priest and
rehab facilities. He won't go or listen. Tak-
ing care of him is wearing her down. He
needs a medical facility that also treats
addiction. Desperate to help her, I took her
to an Al-Anon meeting so she could get
support, but she found it “boring.” I realize
this is out of my control, and I'm finding it
hard to listen and sympathize when she
complains. What now? — ENABLER’S SIS-
TER-IN-LAW

DEAR S.I.L.: Your sister-in-law defi-
nitely could use some help. While I
have mentioned AA and Al-Anon often
in my column, another support
resource I have heard good things
about is called SMART Recovery. It is a
space where loved ones of those who
are struggling with addiction can find
understanding, support and a plan to
regain control of their own lives. She
can locate a Family and Friends meet-
ing by visiting smartrecovery.org/fam-
ily. If she gives it a try, she may feel
more comfortable there.

DEAR ABBY: I am a 60-year-old retired
woman, happily married with a positive

of alcohohc

Dear
Abby

mindset. I am very active and stay current
on world events.

I have noticed over the past few years
that many of my friends only want to talk
about themselves. I was taught that a con-
versation should be an opportunity for
both parties to engage in talking and lis-
tening, but now it seems like when we get
together for a meal, they go on and on
about themselves or people I don’t know.
Then, at the end of the meal, they’ll finally
throw in a “How are you?” I find this
extremely rude. I should be able to get a
word in edgewise during a conversation.
What can I do so these long-winded friends
won’t leave me frustrated? — LISTENING
PATIENTLY IN NEW YORK

DEAR LISTENING: Older people
who talk only about themselves may
do it because their “universe” has
shrunk, and they have little else to talk
about. The next time you are in this sit-
uation, really listen to what those
friends are saying. If I am right, spend
less time with them and concentrate
on enlarging your social circle to
include folks with whom you have
more in common.

Zeta Alpha chapter of Delta
Theta Tau sorority met Thursday,
August 14, 2025. Attending were

Sharon Hammers, Denise
Bonnie Seward, Connie

Jackie McCollum, Linda Lowe,
Kathy Nelson, Sue Ann McLaugh-
lin, Lois Nauman, Mary Miller and
Susan Louck. We welcomed our

Selvey,
Louck,

guest Elizabeth Shultz. She is our
scholarship recipient attending
college to study assisting students
with sign language education. May
she have a successful education.
Apple dumplings may be avail-
able soon. Our chapter will help
host the province convention in
October. We will also participate

snacks.

Gold.

Community Calendar

in the bake sale in November at

Jay County High School.
Hostesses Sue Ann McLaughlin

and Denise Selvey served delicious

The evening concluded with
Linda Lowe as our Lucky Lady and
Susan Louck winning the Pot of

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Today

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-
LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday

STITCH AND CHAT-
TER QUILT CLUB
Meets from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on the third Thursday of
each month at Jay Com-
munity Center. Show and
tell is at 1 p.m. The club is
open to all ages and is for
anyone who wants to sew.
Bring unfinished projects
and a sewing machine. For
more information, call
Nan Weesner (260) 766-
9334.

SMART RECOVERY —
A group for those strug-

Sudoku

Level: Intermediate
Tuesday’s Solution
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The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.

Ol=|WoO|o|ON[A~]|N

O[N]~ MO |2 |W
NI |RIN|=|W0|O1|©
gl |O|0lOo N =
= |IN|[OJw|O|Oo~]|N
AlO|Ol=|MINJO|W]|O®
DIN|[OJO|W|H~]—=]|0
(OO0 EEN Bl [oo IR He>l 1\V] K(o} N&) ]
N[N |O =W |o |~

gling with addiction that
focuses on motivation,
coping with cravings,
managing thoughts, feel-
ings and behavior, and liv-
ing a balanced life meets
at 11 a.m. each Thursday
in the IU Health Jay Out-
patient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 am. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792.

EN AVANT CLUB —
Meets at 1 p.m. on the
third Thursday of each
month.

UNDERSTANDING
YOUR SUICIDE GRIEF —
Meets from 1 to 2:30 p.m.
the third Thursday of
each month. The support
group serves to help indi-
viduals who have lost a
loved one to suicide. To
register, contact
Stephanie Patterson at
(260) 251-3259.

ORGAN TRANSPLANT
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet at 3 p.m. on the third
Thursday of each month
in the IU Health Blackford
main conference room.

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. the third Thursday of
the month at Portland
Lions Civic Center, 307 W.
100 North.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.

Friday

PAST RECOVERY
SERVICES — Peer Addic-
tion Support Team recov-
ery support group meets
at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. each
Friday at the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition
office at 100 N. Meridian
St., Portland. To learn
more information, please
call (260) 251-3259.

Saturday

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
aum. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

y

Sunday 5
A BETTER LIFE - BRI- |
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith- 4

based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.

<
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SETTLING FOUNDATIONS

CONCRETELEVELING
4 SAGGING FLOORS

877 229 0197

Come early for a meal. For

more information, call
(260) 766-2006.
Transform
1
Monday Your Bathroom - !

PORTLAND BREAK-
FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

and Change |
Your Life.

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value.
Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions may apply. Offer available in select

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-743-1911

Ay safestep

markets only. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 13VH11096000
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Ads must run in September.
Rate does not apply to special sections.

1/4 PAGE COLOR AD
in
The Commercial Review,
The News-Gazette and
The News Times

or
*650
(67% off regular price)

GRAPHIC
PRINTING

NEWSP R &

Call (260) 726-8141 or

email ads@thecr.com

Or run a
1/4 PAGE COLOR AD
in the publication(s)
of your choice:

The Commercial Review - $330

The News-Gazette - $3OO
The News Times - $275
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It was time to correct a mistake

Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from Aug. 23, 2005.
Jack loved trees. One of my
favorite Jack phrases from an edi-
torial was when he referred to
some tree and limb removal in
town as a ‘full-scale arboreal
assault.” He also loved Portland

Back in
the Saddle

Rotary Club’s annual project that
involves tree planting. Think

about planting a tree in his memo-

r).
By JACK RONALD

The Commercial Review

I dug the hole in the wrong

place.

As Mother Nature has remind-

ed me.

More than 20 years ago, we
moved into our house in Port-

land.

That’s a long time. Once, more
than halfway around the globe in
Kazakhstan, I mentioned to a
retired New York Times corre-

recall.

We weren’'t moving very far,
just down the street, in fact. And
Connie’s parents had given us a
sapling of a birch tree, one called

a Heritage Birch.

The reflection on
fatherhood hits home

Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

When comedian Mike
Birbiglia asked actor Bob
Odenkirk whom he’s jeal-
ous of, the Chicago-area
native gave an answer
that left the podcast host
speechless.

“Anyone who has little
kids at home,” Odenkirk
said.

“There’s no question,”
he continued. “I knew
what I was doing when I
had kids growing up. I
was being a dad. I mean,
that was my job. And I
didn’t have to ask myself,
‘What am I doing here?
What do I do? And how
can I be a part of this
world? How can I be
meaningful today?’

“I understood my pur-
pose.”

That likely wasn’t what
Birbiglia expected the
“Breaking Bad” and “Bet-
ter Call Saul” star to say.

“Don’t blink!” is the
kind of advice new par-
ents shrug off. We all
think we understand
what it means, but we
don’t really comprehend
the fleeting nature of our
kids’ childhood while
we’re in it.

It would be lovely to be
happy to be tired, to be
glad of tidying yet to be
done. Of bills to pay and
dinners yet to be made,
hair to be brushed, socks
to be folded. Not to rush
through rocking a child
to sleep in hopes of steal-
ing back a moment for
ourselves.

In the moment, we
don’t realize that rest
will come — quiet, too —
when it’s over.

Odenkirk offers valu-
able perspective for those
of us raising young Kkids,
and nostalgic cama-
raderie for those of us
whose kids are grown.
And, even for those of us
who don’t have children,
Odenkirk’s message is a
reminder that it’s our
relationships and,
often, our self-sacrifice —
that matter more than
the money we make and
the accomplishments we
achieve.

In a society obsessed
with productivity, parent-
ing offers a rare shot at
meaning that isn’t tied to
accolades and recogni-
tion. We would do well to
value that more — not
just in our words and the
sentiments we express on
social media, but in the
policies we support and
the way we structure
work and family life.

We’re not saying being
a parent is the only path

Guest
Editorial

... even for
those of
us who
don’t have
children,
Odenkirk’s
message is
a reminder
that it’s our
relationships —
and, often, our
self-sacrifice —
that matter
more than the
money we
make and the
accomplishments
we achieve.

to meaning. Instead, par-
enting is one vocation
through which you can
find purpose. Odenkirk’s
point is that this calling
offered him a clear pur-
pose in life that brought
him fulfillment, but his
message focuses on the
importance of finding
meaning in life. Others
find it through acts of
service, a fulfilling
career or lasting relation-
ships.

We find it refreshing to
hear someone who has
achieved so much in the
public eye share his rev-
erence for something as
universal as fatherhood.

Odenkirk’s comments
are a reminder to those
in the thick of parenting
that these years matter —
not just for your kids, but
for you. Parenthood is
purpose, even when it
feels like chaos.

spondent and a former Associat-
ed Press honcho that I'd lived for
more than 20 years in the same
house my parents lived in when I
was born. They pronounced me
“un-American” based upon cur-
rent trends of hyper-mobility.

At any rate, I dug the hole in
the wrong place. It was 1981, as I

enough to bring along.

close to the house.

tree” by the experts.

So, when we moved, it was easy

I re-planted it, as little more
than a switch, in the wrong place,
probably two or three feet too

We were reminded of its too-
closeness about ten years ago,
when it was big enough to start
depositing leaves in the gutter.

To further complicate things,
any birch is what’s called a “trash

I doubted that term the first
time I heard it — from Ken Ritter,
son of Everett and Dorothy Ritter
of Portland — but then he
showed me how ash trees, Dutch
elders, and certain others create a
mess around their trunks. (His
degree from Purdue and his back-
ground in natural resources
probably played a role as well.)

But, once you plant a tree —
even too close to the house —

you’ll get the right effect.)
And the tree grew.

than a foot in diameter.

nary.

Nature stepped in.

branches blocked our way.

you're pretty much stuck. It took
more flexibility than I could
muster, so soon after digging the
hole, to admit that I'd dug the
darned thing in the wrong place.

Years passed. (Imagine one of
those scenes in an old movie with
calendar pages flying by and

Instead of being a whip or a
sapling, it was suddenly more

And it was beautiful. All birch-
es are known for their interesting
bark, but this one was extraordi-

Then, last January, Mother

As might be expected, the birch
tree too close to the house took a
serious hit. We couldn’t get out of
our front door after the ice storm
had passed. Too many limbs and

It wasn’t the only tree on our lot
to take a hit, of course.

Ashes, maples, pin oaks, red
buds, ornamental pears took a
real beating.

But when the trimming and
chain-sawing was done, we
thought the birch — a gift, mind
you, from my wife’s parents, who
are now gone — was safe.

Not so.

On Sunday, road-weary and
sunburned, we rolled into the
driveway from vacation to find an
August storm had taken off
another huge branch, probably
one weakened by the January
storm.

There was no damage to the
house, but the tree’s days are
numbered.

There seems no other choice
but to take it down.

And plant a replacement.

In a better spot.
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‘Made in America’ 1s misunderstood

By SHELDON H. JACOBSON
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

The president supports purchasing
goods that are “made in America.” To
encourage this, President Donald
Trump has imposed tariffs on
imports from literally every country
that the U.S. does business with, with
10% to 15% as the floor baseline. His
hope is that tariffs would push more
companies to move their manufactur-
ing and production operations state-
side, which he believes would reduce
the $1.2 trillion trade deficit in goods
(in 2024).

Yet the aspirational goal of buying
goods made in America is misguided
and largely an unreachable myth.

Many well-known American com-
panies rely on importing their con-
sumer goods. Apple imports the
majority of its iPhones, with China
accounting for 80% of its manufac-
turing capacity. With 155 million
iPhone users in the U.S., and iPhones
holding over 57% of the smartphone
market, Americans’ love affair with
iPhones is here to stay, independent
of where they are assembled.

Nike manufactures nearly all of its
athletic shoes and sportswear abroad,
with Vietnam, China and Indone-
sia as their primary factory locations.
It is difficult to attend a college foot-
ball game without seeing the Nike
swoosh somewhere on the field, given
that the company sponsors the major-
ity of top-ranked college football
teams. Its presence at March Mad-
ness is also indisputable, sponsor-
ing 60% of the men’s and women’s
teams that participated in the 2025
tournament. None of these teams are
prepared to boycott Nike because it
manufactures its products overseas.

Wrangler, the company known for
its jeans, makes most of its clothing
items overseas. For those intent on
buying items made in America, they
do make a few lines domestically
(the 27406 and 1947 collections).
Another popular jean manufacturer,

Sheldon H.
Jacobson

Levi-Strauss, also manufactures the
majority of its products overseas.

The reason that such iconic all-
American companies have moved
their production capacity to China,
Vietnam, Bangladesh, India and Mex-
ico, among others, is cost. Labor costs
in these countries are significantly
lower than in the U.S. Given that
American consumers are highly
price sensitive, they demand lower
prices. Since consumer spending
is 70% of the nation’s gross domestic
product, which now rests at around
$30 trillion, anywhere costs can be
reduced to keep prices competitive is
an opportunity that companies have
exploited, and they will continue to
do so.

Yet all the companies listed manu-
facture nondurable goods, which
have short shelf lives. Indeed, meas-
uring “made in America” only at the
most basic or lowest level of con-
sumption is misleading.

In a free-market economy, new
ideas for companies that are nurtured
and grown in America are what
should define “made in America.”
Indeed, it is the American entrepre-
neurial spirit that defines what is
“made in America,” not the actual
operations and facilities that produce
the products.

One place to look for future “made
in America” companies is the num-
ber of patents issued in the U.S. Near-
1y 400,000 patents were issued in 2020,
the largest number in history. Howev-
er, the recent downward trend is ared
flag for “made in America” compa-
nies yet to be launched.

Focusing on where companies are

launched, and how they succeed is
what makes them American. New
business applications have been surg-
ing, with 5 million such applica-
tions filed in 2023, providing some
hope that “made in America” compa-
nies continue to be a priority:.

And nowhere is such entrepreneur-
ship being fostered and grown more
than at American universities.
Almost one-third of college stu-
dents aspire to launch their own busi-
ness. Where students study is also
important, as they often launch their
new business in the same state. This
makes universities the ideal incuba-
tor for new businesses.

All such economic value is why
efforts to remake higher education
are misguided, destructive and will
ultimately hurt not only universities,
but everyone.

The president’s dislike of DEI may
be his publicly stated reason behind
his attacks on higher education. Yet
throwing the baby out with the bath-
water will stifle American entrepre-
neurship and make everyone, across
all socioeconomic groups, poorer.

Indeed, the president’s approach in
controlling higher education will pro-
vide headwinds to achieve his objec-
tive of economic growth and prosper-
ity. Long after he has left office, the
carnage of his actions will be felt for
all.

“Made in America” is more than
just about goods produced and servic-
es delivered. It is about companies
launched, new innovations uncov-
ered and inspired entrepreneurship.
That is where the focus on “made in
America” should be, and facilitating
such an environment is what can
“Make America Great Again.”

Jacobson is a professor in the
Grainger College of Engineering at
the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign. A data scientist, he uses
his expertise in risk-based analytics to
address problems in public policy.
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Trump urges leaders to be flexible

By HADRIANA LOWNKRON
and JENNIFER A. DLOUHY

Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Donald Trump urged Rus-
sia’s  Vladimir Putin and
Ukraine’s Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy to show some “flexibility” as
the U.S. president accelerates his
efforts to end the war
in Ukraine and encourages the
two leaders to hold a bilateral
summit.

“I hope President Putin is
going to be good, and if he’s not,
it’s going to be a rough situation,”
Trump said Tuesday in an inter-
view on Fox News. “I hope that
Zelenskyy, President Zelenskyy,
will do what he has to do. He has
to show some flexibility also.”

Trump’s comments follow a

White House has
restored database

whirlwind stretch

the U.S. president pushes to brlng
Russia’s war against Ukraine —
now in its fourth year — to an
end. Trump held a summit
in Alaska with Putin last week
and talks at the White House with
Zelenskyy and European allies
on Monday.

Trump spoke with Putin again
on Monday and urged him to
begin making plans for a bilateral
summit with Zelenskyy — a sit-
down that would mark the first
time those leaders meet face-to-
face since Russia invaded its
neighbor in Feb. 2022. Trump said
that if that meeting goes well,
he’ll look to follow up with a tri-
lateral summit with Putin and
Zelenskyy.

“I wouldn’t say they are ever

going to be best frlends but
they’re doing OK, and we’re just
going to see,” Trump said. “You
know, they’re the ones that have
to call the shots.”

The details of the plan, howev-
er, appear to still be in flux — with
Trump acknowledging a time and
location for a gathering had not
yet been set, and Russian presi-
dential aide Yuri Ushakov saying
only that Trump and Putin had
discussed the idea of direct talks
with Zelenskyy:

A meeting between Putin and
Zelenskyy could take place with-
in two weeks, German Chancel-
lor Friedrich Merz told reporters
Monday. French

President Emmanuel Macron sig-
naled the trilateral summit could
happen within three weeks.

In Tuesday’s interview, Trump
by turns cast blame for the war
on former President Barack
Obama, his immediate predeces-
sor President Joe Biden and
Ukrainian efforts to join NATO.
He said that he has a strong rela-
tionship with Putin, but empha-
sized that relationship means lit-
tle if it doesn’t translate into an
agreement to end the war.

“We’re going to find out
about President Putin in the next
couple of weeks — that I can tell
you — and we’re going to see
where it all goes. It’s possible that
he doesn’t want to make a deal,”
Trump said.

The tone of Monday’s White
House meetings was much
improved from a February visit
in which Zelenskyy bitterly

clashed with Trump. Zelenskyy
said Trump agreed to participate
in security guarantees as part of
any peace deal and reserve dis-
cussion of territorial exchanges
for direct talks between Zelen-
skyy and Putin.

Trump on Tuesday indicated
there would be some form of
security assurances, perhaps in
the form of air support from
the U.S,, even as he reiterated that
he would not allow Ukraine to
join NATO. European countries
would supply ground troops,
Trump said.

“We’re willing to help them
with things, especially, probably
you could talk about by air,
because there’s nobody that has
the kind of stuff we have,” the
president said.

By PAUL M. KRAWZAK
CQ-Roll Call
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — The
White House has restored
a website that shows how
spending authority is
parceled out to federal
agencies throughout the
year, but Democrats say
some of the information
that is required to be dis-
closed may still be miss-
ing.

The Office of Manage-
ment and Budget restored
the website on Friday
night to comply with a
court-imposed deadline.
The Trump administra-
tion had shut down the
site in March, shielding
from public view its deci-
sions on so-called appor-
tionments — directives
that control the flow of
appropriated funds.

The restoration of the
public spending database
marked a victory for
Democrats and two organ-
izations that had sued the
administration over its
attempt to keep the data-
base secret: Protect
Democracy and Citizens
for Responsibility and
Ethics in Washington.

“It should never have
required months in court
for this administration to
begin complying with a
truly basic and straight-
forward transparency
requirement,” Sen. Patty
Murray of Washington,
ranking Democrat on the
Appropriations Commit-
tee, said in a statement
Monday. “OMB must now
ensure every last bit of
this important budget
data that has been hidden
is promptly made public,
as the court has ordered,
and that the data is posted
within days, as the law
requires, going forward.”

Democratic lawmakers
and Protect Democracy
said they are scrutinizing

the website to see if any
apportionments or relat-
ed information are miss-
ing.

Rep. Brendan FE. Boyle,
D-Pennsylvania, said OMB
Director Russ Vought and
President Donald Trump
“must immediately
restore the full budget data
and show the public what
they have been doing with
our tax dollars.”

“I will not stop fighting
to defend critical invest-
ments and protect Ameri-
can families from the
Trump administration’s
corruption,” Boyle, the
ranking member of
the House Budget Com-
mittee, said in a statement
over the weekend.

Protect Democracy said
in a statement Monday
that it is “actively work-
ing to analyze the new
apportionments to ensure
all the information that
OMB is required to pro-
vide is once again posted
publicly online.”

Protect Democracy,
which describes itself as a
nonpartisan, anti-authori-
tarian group, said public
information about appor-
tionments “is critical now
as the Trump administra-
tion continues to illegally
withhold funding from
federal agencies — includ-
ing funds agencies must
spend by” Sept. 30, the end
of the fiscal year.

The administration has
argued that any funding it
has withheld or paused
has been within the law.

Cerin Lindgrensavage,
counsel for  Protect
Democracy, said being
able to see the apportion-
ments “means we can

finally see where OMB
may have abused this tool
to unlawfully delay spend-
ing potentially in prepa-
ration to unlawfully cut
funds through a pocket
rescission.”
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Plans ...

Continued from page 1

Schoonover’s new position serves
as the second job created this year to
train employees intending to take
over village management roles. Vil-
lage council in April approved an
amendment to the wage ordinance
to create an assistant village admin-
istrator position.

Village administrator Randy
Diller announced plans at that time
to hire Aaron Rengers to fill the role
beginning in May.

Since then, Rengers has been tak-
ing on various village responsibili-
ties, including leading efforts such
as renovating Ambassador Pool and
establishing a Community Reinvest-
ment Area. Diller is tentatively set
to retire at the end of February.

Also Monday, council was
informed of plans to shift the village
to a new website domain.

Police chief Jared Laux noted the
village was recently approved to
switch from fortrecoveryorg to a
website with a .gov address. That
will also include changing village
employees’ emails in order to match
with the new address in the near
future.

The switch serves as an effort to

New speakers have
been installed in
downtown Fort Recovery.
The effort was a project of
Fort Recovery Merchants
Association, which
received a $17,000 grant
from Fort  Recovery
Community Foundation.

The Commercial Rewew/BalIey Cline

improve cybersecurity in the vil-
lage. Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine signed
House Enrolled Act 96 on June 30,
with the law to go into effect by the
end of September. According to
state cybersecurity office CyberO-
hio’s website, HEA 96 outlines new
standards directing local govern-
ments to create a cybersecurity pro-
gram that “safeguards their data,
information technology, and infor-
mation technology resources to
ensure availability, confidentiality,
and integrity.”

Council also heard Monday about
a new speaker system installed in
the downtown area.

Fort Recovery Merchants Associ-
ation received a grant from Fort
Recovery Community Foundation
to install the new speakers, a rough-
ly $17,000 investment, explained
Diller. The village contributed less
than $1,000 of its own funds to
mount 18 speakers, which mainly
run along the brick portion of
Wayne Street near its intersection
with Butler Street, onto street
lights. Plans are to add two addi-
tional speakers soon.

The speakers can be controlled
from a few spots in the village,

Fortkamp Foam
3216 Wabash Road
Fort Recovery, OH 45846
419-852-1390
Fortkampfoam.com

LLC

Mon-Fri. ¢

All Weather
Heating and Air
Conditioning

Hopkins Repair,

Auto & light truck repair

7am-4pm

Call Scott Hopkins
260-251-0459

including Krenning Park and Fort
Recovery Morvilius Opera House.

Also Monday, council learned com-
mercial pool service Buddenbaum &
Moore of Noblesville is conducting a
free assessment on Ambassador Pool,
which closed for the season on Mon-
day.

Rengers noted the pool has a leak
resulting in the village losing about
340,000 gallons of water a month.
Once the assessment is complete, the
village will create a committee to
determine next steps for pool renova-
tions. (The village received a $450,000
grant in July 2024 from the state’s cap-
ital budget to go toward renovations.)

In other business, council members
Lucas Knapke, Scott Pearson, Greg
Schmitz, Al Post and Cliff Wendel,
absent Erik Fiely:

«Canceled its regular meeting
scheduled for Sept. 1 (Labor Day).

«Paid $1,324.75 to environmental
consultant Eagon & Associates for
ongoing work to find a viable site for
a third well in the village.

*Approved adding $937 in unpaid
water bills to respective property tax
bills.

*Appointed Thomas Shaw to Fort
Recovery Cemetery Board.

Baird Freeman

Funeral Home
221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN
260-726-7171

Portland

Vormohr Family

Dentistry
1413 W. Votaw St.,

260-726-7822

Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St.,

Portland
260-726-8114
Www.ovgc.com

(260)726-4822
24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland
& Surrounding Areas

All Circuit

Electrical, LLC
5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336
www.allcircuitelectrical.com

i "

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Display Craft Signs
630 E. Votaw St.

Jay County Drug
Prevention
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St.,
Portland, IN 47371
260-251-3259
Email:
jedpccontact@gmail.com

Williams
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave.
Portland, IN
8-5:30 Mon-Fri,
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts
since 1951

(260) 726-8001
www.williamsautoparts.com

Dunn Family

Dental Care
110 W. North St.
Portland, IN 47371
260-726-8007

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr.

Ft. Recovery, OH
419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

This local business listing runs
4 times a month with packages of either

$25, or $50.

Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included
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Wendel’s

€\ Von Schrader Dry
! Foam Cleaning

For Quick Drying,
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Bricker s Fluwers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,

Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

North dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
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Opening lead — three ol hearts.

Perfect defensive play is extremely
difficult, and it would be next to
impossible without the aid of many
uselul conventions that have been
devised over the years.

One key defensive weapon, the
suit-preference signal, is not used
nearly as often as it should be.
Although suit-preference signals
are utilized mostly in suit contracts
mn a ruffing situation, there are
times when this signal can be prof-
itably applied to notrump play.

Take this case where West leads a
heart against three notrump.
Declarer hopefully plays the queen
from dummy, but East wins with
the king and continues with the ace,
West playing the deuce to indicate
that he led from a five-card suit.

When East next cashes the jack
of hearts, catching South’s ten,
West has a chance to use a suit-
preference signal, Since his 9-7-5
are all equals at this point, the card
he plays on the jack is, or should
be, a signal to Cast.

If West were to play his lowest
heart, the five, he would be asking
his partner to return the lower-
ranking side suit. in this case, dia-
monds. (A club shift is obviously
out of the question.) Il West were
instead to play his highest heart, the
nine, he would be asking his partner
to return the higher-ranking side
suit — in this case, spades.

Note that without a suit-
preference signal to guide him, East
would probably choose the safer-
locking diamond return at trick
four, allowing declarer to escape
with nine tricks.

But after West signals for a spade
return by playing the nine of hearts
on the jack, East has no trouble
shifting to a spade to defeat the
centract two tricks.

Tomorrow: Probability becomes certainty.
02023 King Fearures Syndicate Inc,
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF SOMEBODY WERE
REALLY TICKED OFF WHILE COOKING EGGS
IN HOT WATER, THEY'D BE BOILING MAD.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: § equals C

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 41 Rosary 2 Chaste 27 Monthly
1 Piece of unit 3— utility
work 43 Swindle -friendly state-
58inger 46 Musical 4 Not ments
Orbison symbols wobbly 29 “Unh-

8 Taj Mahal 50 Fixes a 5 Tease unh”
city squeak 6 Buckeyes' 31 — tai
12 Oxidation 51 Present sch. 32 Wd. from
result holders 7 CellistMa  Roget

13 Equi- 54 Soccer 8 Birch's kin 34 River

14 Places legend 9 Returns to the

15 Fantastic 55 Sheep’s 10 Some Rhine
deal cry HDTVs 38 Pueblo

17 Conked 56 Partef 11 Verdi struc-
out Q.E.D. opera tures

18 —-Croat 57 Celeb's 16 Low digit 40 Plus

19 Black aide 20 Nitwit 42 Crumb
Seaport 58 Stick with 22 Lessons mover

21 Tragic a kick fortots 43 Night-
king 59 Some 23 Detox club of

24 Sphere heirs center song

25 Carry on 25 Humorist 44 Hastens

28 Flex DOWN 26 Football’s 45 Pride

30 Mornings 1 PTA and Par- parade
(Abbr.) NEA,e.g.  seghian initialism
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CLASSFIEDS

Find it - Buy I,
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141

basement waterproofing
experts. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or
concrete slab we’ll guide
you on the right path to a
healthy home. Act now!
Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free
consultation. 1-877-229-
0197

ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $300.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.

BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution.

CALL FOR Your Free
Author’'s Guide 1-888-
965-1444 or visit dorran-
ceinfo.com/hoosier

CONSUMER CELLU-
LAR - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no
hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and
text, starting at just
$20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-
572-5165

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-
844-244-7025 www.den-
tal50plus.com/hoosier
#6258

DIRECTV- All  your
entertainment. Nothing
on your roof! Sign up for
Directv and get your first
three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cine-
max included. Choice
package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-888-
885-8931

DO YOU know what’s in
your water? Leaf Home
Water Solutions offers
FREE water testing and
whole home water treat-
ment systems that can
be installed in as little
one day. 15% off your
entire purchase. Plus
10% senior & military
discounts. Restrictions
apply. Schedule your
FREE test today. Call 1-
855-966-4836

DONATE YOUR car,
truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-877-414-
2352 today!

FREEDOMCARE. LET
your loved ones care for
you and get paid!tPaid
by Medicaid. Choose
family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check
your eligibility today! Call

FreedomCare now! 1-
844-563-4012
NEW WINDOWS from

Window Nation. Special
money saving offer - zero
down, zero payments,
zero interest for TWO
years AND buy 2 win-
dows and get 2 FREE!
Offer is valid for select
models. Labor not includ-
ed. Other restrictions
apply. Call  Window
Nation today! 866-553-
0725

NO MORE cleaning out
gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is backed by a
no-clog guarantee and
lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-
877-361-4260 to sched-
ule a FREE inspection
and no obligation esti-
mate. Plus get 75% off
installation and a bonus
$250 discount! Limited
time only. Restrictions
apply, see representative
for warranty and offer
details.
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Continued from page 8

The Patriots also got
junior varsity wins from
doubles partners Nick
Snow and Jace Vance and
Carson Westgerdes and
Beckett Brandenburg.

Smith leads

SIDNEY, Ohio — Caleb
Smith put together the
best round for the Fort
Recovery boys golf team
as it defeated Fairlawn
161-183 at Shelby Oaks
Golf Course on Monday.

Smith finished with a
two-under-par 34 to earn
the match medalist. He
never shot worse than a
bogey — he did so twice —
while carding four pars,
two birdies and an eagle
on the par-5 second hole.

Reece LeFevre wasn’t
far behind as he stayed
even with a 36. He had one
birdie, one bogey and
seven pars.

Garrett Diller shot a
career-best 44 to make up
the third score for Fort
Recovery (5-2), while
Andrew Rehmert’s 47
rounded out the team’s
final.

Luke Fortkamp and Car-
son Fullenkamp both shot
49s that didn’t impact the
final score.

There was no JV score,
but a trio played the
course as Carter
Fortkamp shot a 48, Hud-

son McAbee had a 49 and
Will Westgerdes had 52
strokes.

Towell returns

The Jay County girls
golf team got its top
returning golfer from 2024
back off the injured list,
but couldn’t manage to
pull out the win as Ander-
son beat the Patriots 207-
215 at Portland Golf Club
on Monday.

In her return, Towell
shot a 51 with one par and
three bogeys. She had to
sit out the first two dual
matches and opening invi-
tationals to start the year
after having surgery in
the offseason.

Erin Aker put out the
best score for the Patriots
(1-3) as she shot a career-
best 50. She made bogey
six times, including the
final four holes.

Elizabeth Brunswick set
a new career low by card-
ing a 52. Crystal Swartzen-
truber and Reny Lingo
both shot 62s to round out
Jay County’s team score.

Alexa Ridenour finished
with a 64 that didn’t
impact the final.

Golfing on the JV
squad, Reagan Sophia and
Taven Bentley both shot
63s, Alivya Schwieterman
had a 69 and Annie
Spencer finished with 70
strokes.

Sports on tap

Lopez

Continued from page 8

“She could have got a
goal in the first half, she
got really upset about it,”
Muhlenkamp said. “And I
told her the reason why
she missed that one is
because she’s going to get
one in the second half.”

With  the victory
secured, Lopez put the
finishing touch on her
stellar day, showcasing
her unique combination
of speed and control as
she sliced her way to the
goalmouth on the right
side before careening
into a pile of three Rich-
mond defenders and
shuffling the ball home to
complete a hat trick.

The four goals in less
than 10 minutes proved
decisive, and Jay County
goalkeeper Maleah Par-
sons kept a clean sheet
with a pair of full-exten-
sion diving saves in the
game’s waning moments.

Before the Patriots rol-
licked through the sec-
ond half, the Red Devils
gave them plenty of
resistance early on. Both
teams generated their
share of chances in a
wide-open first half filled
with through balls and
coast-to-coast action.

Richmond’s best oppor-

‘She had 13 goals last season, and I told her,
her goal should be to triple that goal count.’

— Kendra Muhlenkamp, JCHS girls soccer coach

tunity came with just
under 15 minutes
remaining in the half, but
was denied when captain
Emma Hatzell put her
body on the line to stifle a
point-blank opportunity.

The play — and the rest
of Hatzell’s day anchor-
ing the Jay County
defense alongside Ariel
Beiswanger, Raylah New-
ton and Tessa Frazee —
was the culmination of a
year of hard work and
adversity, as Monday
marked Hatzell’s first
game back from a torn
ACL that cost her almost
all of last season.

“It was really tough,
watching all the girls,”
Hatzell said. “But they
did amazing, and that’s
what kept me going, just
being able to be there for
them. But therapy was
very mentally straining,
and when I finally got
released, it was just like a

weight lifted off my
shoulders. When I was
finally able to be back out
there, it’s like I'm brand
new.”

With Hatzell and com-
pany securing the back
line, the Patriots pressed
for chances at the end of
the first half. They nearly
seized the lead seconds
before the halftime horn,
as Raylin Hummer
pounced on a ball on the
threshold of the Rich-
mond goal but couldn’t
make clean contact.

“At first, we were a lit-
tle edgy,” said Parsons.
“We didn’t know how to
come together and talk,
but towards the end, we
got it together.”

All told, it was a suc-
cessful day for the defend-
ing ACAC champs, and
one that further solidi-
fied Lopez’s presence.

“She had 13 goals last
season, and I told her her

goal should be to triple
that goal count,” Muh-
lenkamp said. “She’s got
the capability to do it.
After every game clicks
away, she’s going to have
that confidence to take
whatever shot she wants,
and that’s what I want for
her.”

With  three goals
already in the bank,
Lopez is well on her way
to that lofty milestone.
After sharing the spot-
light with last year’s lead-
ing scorer Morgan
DeHoff, the senior mid-
fielder is gearing up for a
prolific season for her-
self and the squad.

“I think really just try-
ing to prepare myself
mentally first and then
physically, so I can pass it
on to my teammates and
then give them the confi-
dence to do what I can do,
so we can build as a team
together,” Lopez said.

Local schedule
Thursday

Jay County — Boys tennis vs. Norwell - 5 p.m.;
Volleyball vs. Delta — 6 p.m.; Girls soccer at Her-
itage — 6 p.m.; JV girls soccer at Heritage — 7
p.m.; Junior high football vs. Muncie Southside —
5:30 p.m.; Junior high soccer at Northside — 5:30
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys golf at Minster — 4 p.m.;
Girls golf vs. Minster — 4:30 p.m.; Volleyball at
National Trail — 5:30 p.m.; Middle school football
at Versailles = 5 p.m.

TV schedule

Today
11 a.m. — U.S. Open tennis (ESPN2)
1 p.m. — Little League World Series (ESPN)
5 p.m. — Horse racing: Saratoga Live (FS1)
7 p.m. — U.S. Open tennis (ESPN2)

8 p.m. — Leagues Cup soccer: Inter Miami at
Tigres UANL (FS1)

9:38 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Los
Angeles Angels (FDSN Indiana)

10 p.m. — Athletes Unlimited softball: Team
Falby at Team Willis (ESPN2)

11 p.m. — Leagues Cup soccer: Seattle
Sounders at Puebla (FS1)

Thursday

11 a.m. — U.S. Open tennis (ESPN2)

3 p.m. — Little League World Series (ESPN)

5 p.m. — Horse racing: Saratoga Live (FS1)

7 p.m. — Little League World Series (ESPN)

7:15 p.m. — MLB: Boston Red Sox at New
York Yankees (FOX)

7:35 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals at
Tampa Bay Rays (FDSN Indiana)

9 p.m. — MMA: Professional Fighters League
(ESPN)

Local notes
Outing announced

The Adams Health Network Foundation will host
the 12th Annual Golf Classic on Sept. 12 at
Wabash Valley Golf Club.

There will be two shotgun starts at 7:30 a.m.
and 1 p.m. Breakfast, snacks and beverages will be
provided, as well as a lunch in between flights.

The event raises funds for healthcare scholar-
ships and local health initiatives in Adams County.

The deadline to register is Aug. 22. To register
visit adamshospital.org/foundation. For more infor-
mation, email kim.tormbley@adamshealthnet-
work.org.

Chamber to host
Jay County Chamber of Commerce will host its
golf outing on Sept. 19 at 9 a.m.
Participation costs $250 per team with lunch

included. A $20 team mulligan golf ball can be pur-
chased as well.

Sponsorships can be purchased as well. A
lunch sponsorship will cost $500, while a gold
sponsorship will go for $450. Hole sponsorships
cost $100 for members and $150 for non-mem-
bers.

The deadline to register is Sept. 12. For more
info, call (260) 726-4481 or email amanda@jay-
countychamber.com.

Tickets available

Jay County Junior-Senior High School is selling
super and season tickets.

To purchase tickets, visit the high school’s office
hours which are between 7:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.

Regular season tickets for individual varsity
events will cost $7, while admission to JV, fresh-
man or junior high events will be $6 for adults.

The Patriot Pass, which gets you into all high

school and junior high events costs $115. The
Senior Patriot Pass for those 65 and older will be
$70.

Other deals are as follows:

+High School Adult Super tickets - $90

- Senior Super Tickets - $55

+ Pre-Paid Sports Pass - $60

- Basketball season pass - $60

- Football season pass - $25

Next race set

The next race in the Adams County Challenge
series is the Adams Memorial/Kekionga Greenway
Gallup at 4:30 p.m. Aug. 23.

The race begins at the Riverside Center in
Decatur. Registration forms can be found at
adamscounty5kchallenge.com.

To have an event listed in “Sports on tap”, email
details to sports@thecr.com
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130 MISC. FOR SALE

PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271

PREPARE FOR power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-866-
953-2203 today to
schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator.
It's a power move.

PREPARE FOR power
outages with Briggs &
Stratton
PowerProtect(TM)
standby generators - the
most powerful home
standby generators
available. Industry-lead-
ing comprehensive war-
ranty - 7 years ($849
value.) Proudly made in
the U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-877-798-
0270.

REPLACE YOUR roof
with the best looking and
longest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer
up to 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off
install (for military, health
workers & 1st respon-
ders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-866-781-6023

SAFE STEP. North
America’s #1 Walk-In
Tub. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and
service. Now featuring
our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-855-743-
1911

SUNSETTER. AMERI-
CA’S Number One
Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or
patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year lim-
ited warranty. Call now
and SAVE $350 today! 1-
855-801-2797

WE BUY Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and
get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-
855-655-7718

00 CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes
Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

Visit Us At:

thecr.com

ZANE’S ANNUAL
BARN SALE
840 W 100 N, Portland.
August 17th thru August
24th.

Opening at 7am on the
first day. 8am-4pm the
rest of the week.
Antiques, Furniture,
Primitives, Quilts, Buggy
Wheels, Shop and Hand
Tools, Household, Guns,
Knives, Ammunition,
Longaberger, Boyds
Bears, Precious
Moments. We have
something for everyone.
Can preview early but
there will be no early
sales.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquE,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 1702 W Tyson
Road, Portland IN
SATURDAY MORNING,
SEPTEMBER 6, 2025
9:30 A.M.

REAL ESTATE
Tract 1 fi 2 story home
with approximately
2,048 square feet of liv-
ing space situated on
approximately 1.75
acres. 1st floor features
include kitchen with floor
to ceiling cabinets, din-
ing room, living room,
bedroom, full bathroom,
and enclosed front
porch. 2nd floor
includes 3 bedrooms

and 1 half bathroom.
Home is connected via
an enclosed area to a 2
car garage with approxi-
mately 895 square feet
and includes a pull down
stairway accessing attic
storage. Property also
offersa 48 x 56’ pole
building with front and
rear overhead doors,
enclosed shop/office
area, concrete floor, and
100 amp electrical serv-
ice.

Tract 2 i One acre bare
lot located just west of
the home on Tyson
Road.

Tract 3 i Forty-seven
+/- acres of bare land
located within the city
limits of Portland. This
property offers the rare
opportunity to purchase
land in Portland with
both agricultural and
commercial opportuni-
ties.

Tract 4 i Combination of
Tracts 1 and 2.
Tract 5 fi Entire package
which includes house,
pole barn and 50 acres.
OPEN HOUSE: SUN-
DAY AUGUST 10, 2025
FROM 1:00 P.M. TO
3:00 P.M.

For more information or
private showing contact
GARY LOY, Auctioneer
and (260) 726-5160 or
KIM LOY, Real Estate
Broker at (260) 726-
2700.

THE ESTATE OF MAX
& BERNICE MCCLURG
Loy Auction
AC#31600027 Auction-
eers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

450-B Crawler Loader.
TRUCKSAMOTORCY-
CLES-FARM EQUIP-

MENT

. 1968 Chevy C50 Sin-
gle Axel Dump Truck.
2000 Chevy S10 ZR2

4x4 93,000 Miles. 1985

Chevy C30 Utility Truck

w/ Boom Lift and Snow

Plow. 2021 Harley

Davidson 1200 Model

48 w/ 2300 Miles. 2009
Kawasaki KLX 250 S
Dirt Bike w/ 708 Miles.

JD 55-A 3 Bottom Plow.
Oliver 565 4 Bottom
Plow. JD 7’ Cycle Bar

Mower. JD 4 Row Culti-

vator. New Idea 2 Row
wide Picker. . JD 24T

Square Baler. Kelly 181

Backhoe Bucket. 30 Ton

Hyd Press. Lincoln 225
Welder. . Merry Mac

Shredder Chipper. Rab-

bit Cages.

TOYSAANTIQUES
JD, Oliver, Massey Fer-
guson, AC, Massey Har-
ris Toy Tractors. . (2) 110

Ib Anvils w/ Stands.
Corn Sheller. Misc Slate.
(4) Steel Wheels. Radio

Flyer Wagon.
OWNER: James M Rob-
bins.

Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 20th,
2025
TIME 9:00 A.M.
LOCATED: 2641 E
1100 S. Montpelier IN.
TRACTORS i
CRAWLER
1968 JD 4020 D. w/
Quad-shift, Front
weights, 4900 hours.
1967 JD 2510 w/ Front
weights, 6800 hours.
Case 1030 Tractor w/
3600 hours. New Hol-
land GT-122A Lawn
Tractor w/ deck and
blade.Wheelhorse 14HP
Garden Tractor. JD

PUBLIC AUCTION
THURSDAY SEPTEM-
BER 4th, 2025
TIME 4:30 P.M.
LOCATED: 506 N
George St. Ridgeville, IN
GUN AGUN SUP-
PLIESAAMMO
Taurus 357 Mag 6 Shot
Revolver (3 Screw). 45
Cal ACP Pistol. H & R
Sportsman 22 Cal 9
Shot Revolver. Ammo
Reloader. Tumbler.
Reloading Supplies.
Large Lot of Lead. Large
Lot of Gun Supplies.
TRAILERATILLER-
SASHOP EQUIPMENT
5’ X 8’ Single Axel Utility
Trailer. Stihl Mini Tiller.
Craftsman Rear tine
Tiller. Dewalt Power
Miter Saw. Delta Band-
saw. . Router w/ Stand.

Roller Stand. Double
Arbor Buffer. Fishing
Poles and Supplies. .
Consew Industrial
Sewing Machine. Sentry
Small Safe.
ANTIQUESAHOUSE-
HOLDAMISC
Toys and Miniatures.
Primitive Tools. Cross
Cut Saws. Banjo. Marl-
boro Sign. Marlboro Top
Ornate Sofa Table w/
End Tables and Coffee
Tables.Laser Printer. 2
and 4 Drawer Filing
Cabinets. Large Lot of
Hardware.
OWNER: Friends
Firearms by Flora
Friend.

Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling.  260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED Painting
and Pressure washing in
Fort Recovery 419-852-
0309

TJ EXPRESS SERVICE,
LLC is seeking 3 CDL-A
truck drivers to join the
team! Multiple 53’ van
trailers and a 48’ flatbed
spots available. Most
Saturdays and Sundays
off. Starting at
$0.63/mile. Responsibili-
ties include inspecting
the truck before and after
trips. Make all appoint-
ments on time. Qualifica-
tions: Verifiable previous
experience in truck driv-
ing. At least 2 years
experience. Commercial
driver’s license (CDL-A).
No hazmat. Ability to
handle physical work-
load. For more details,
please contact Patrick at
(502)-545-7825.

FOR SALE Hay and
Straw call 260-249-8458

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing,  ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

SUBSCRIBE
TO THE
COMMERCIAL
REVIEW
up to

49% off

Newsstand prices
Subscribe at
thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141




Jay County boys tennis JCHS volleyball hosts
picked up first win Monday, sectional foe Delta today,
see roundup below po S see Sports on tap
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Lopez leads opener

Senior midfielder’s hat trick powers Jay County over Devils

By ETHAN OSKROBA
The Commercial Review

In the first half, it was a
game.

In the second half, it was a
show: the Aixa Lopez show, to
be specific.

The senior poured in three
goals in a span of less than 10
minutes to spur the Jay County
High School girls soccer team
past the Richmond Red Devils
in a 4-0 season-opening home
victory on Monday.

“I would say I think I gained
confidence throughout me and
my teammates,” Lopez said. “It
really helped build momentum
so we could score and keep
scoring as a team.”

Lopez’s hat trick further
solidified her as the Patriots’
most lethal scoring option,
with her speed, dribbling abili-
ty and scorching long-range
shot making her well suited to
build on her 13-goal campaign a
season ago. All that bodes well
for the Patriots, who will seek
to repeat as Allen County Ath-
letic Conference champions.

The Patriots got it together
after the halftime break, with
coach Kendra Muhlenkamp
simplifying her formation and
putting three forwards up top
to pester the Red Devil defense.

The adjustment paid immedi-
ate dividends, with the Patriots
dominating possession
throughout the half before
Lopez finally broke through
with just under 25 minutes left
in the game, sending a scream-
er from 25 yards out into the
right side of the goal to give
Jay County the lead.

Just over a minute later,
Lopez produced a near-carbon-
copy of her first goal to double
the advantage, knifing through
traffic and ripping another
long-range shot into the top
right portion of the cage.

The Patriots remained | v ' N O et i
relentless as the game opened | . ) o = ¢ L &

up fully, with London Lloyd | e ! 3 ;
springing Hummer open on the | @ S W :
left side just a few minutes [ o B o N :

later. Hummer calmly beat her

defender to the ball and slotted The Commercial Review/Ethan Oskroba

it into the vacated net as the _ _ _ _ _ _

keeper left her crease. Aixa Lopez exits the field moments after scoring her third goal of the game. Lopez’s three scores in less than 10
See Lopez page 7 minutes in the second half propelled the Jay County High School girls soccer team to a 4-0 victory over Richmond on Monday.

oooooooooooooooooooooooo.ooo:-.oooooooooo? jach.
' " | 4 sweeps
Argylls

FAIRMOUNT — During
the season opener, the
Patriots couldn’t manage
a single point over the
first two matches.

Two days later, they
walked away with all five.

The Jay County High

School boys
Local tennis team
roundup  picked up its

first win of
the season Monday as it
swept the Madison-Grant
Argylls 5-0.

Paul Dirksen had one of
the most dramatic wins at
the No. 1 singles position.
The freshman went down
4-1 to Luke Nelson before
pulling out a 7-5, 6-1 victo-
ry.

Fellow freshman,
Henry Dirksen, took care
of business in the No. 2
singles match by beating
Aaron Moon 6-2, 6-3.

Rounding out the sin-
gles was Clark Wellman,
who earned a 6-3, 6-2 victo-
ry over Carson Chastain.

The sole varsity return-
ers for Jay County (1-2),
Kadyn Carpenter and
Alex Miller, picked up
their first win of the sea-
son at the No. 1 doubles
position by taking down
Eli Chastain and Leo
Hood 6-2, 6-3.

In their second match
together, No. 2 doubles
duo Gabe Overton and
Brock Wasson beat Levi
Kirby and Malachi Kirby
6-2, 6-4.

See Roundup page 7

(260) 726-8141

or email
ads@thecr.com
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