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Ninety-year-old

Royce

on Thursday and Friday, with
plans to also work another 10

a.m. to 2 p.m. shift today.

“Sonny” Champ has been flip-
ping hamburgers for the Lions
Club stand at Jay County Fair-
grounds for decades.

He cooked approximately 700
“Lion Burgers” in the span of
less than four hours around
Iunchtime on Wednesday during
the Tri-State Gas Engine and
Tractor Association Show. He
also worked the grill over lunch

Champ, a member of Redkey
Lions Club, started volunteering
with the concession stand some
20 years ago.

“Our secretary passed away,
and they asked me if T'll try it,
and I said, T’1l do it for a year or
two,”” he recalled. “Well, I'm still
doing it, for some 20 years even.”

Over the course of a four-hour
shift, he stands in front of a grill,

laying down row after row of
ground beef patties. Champ
waits for the perfect moment
before beginning to flip them.
Once the burgers are cooked on
both sides, he scoops them into a
tray and hands them to the next
station.

Amid the sizzling and popping
from the grill Thursday morn-
ing, Champ seemed hesitant to
step away from his craft for a
chat. A fellow Redkey Lions Club
member quickly offered his
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Sonny Champ looks up from grilling on Thursday morning in the Lions Club stand at Jay County Fairgrounds.
A 90-year-old Redkey resident, Champ has been cooking the stand’s “Lion Burgers” during events such as the Tri-State
Gas Engine and Tractor Association Show for decades.

At 90, Champ still going strong as the first-shift
grill man for Lion Burgers at the Tri-State show

assistance, and after a few laughs
shared between club members,
he began recalling details of his
past.

Champ graduated in 1953 from
Governor I.P. Gray High School,
where he coined his nickname,
“Sonny.” He served in the United
States Army for two years, work-
ing in South Korea as a secretary
under Col. Arnold Armfelt and
later at Fort Jay in New York
City.

See Sonny page 2

Report confirms
famine in Gaza

More than
100,000
children

expected to
suffer acute
malnutrition

By CHRISTIANE OELRICH
and ELENA RADWAN
dpa
Trri)bune News Service

GENEVA — Famine has been
confirmed for the first time in
an area of the embattled Gaza
Strip, according to the interna-
tional authority responsible
for monitoring food security:.

In a report released on Fri-
day, the Integrated Food Secu-
rity Phase Classification (IPC)
said it has “reasonable evi-
dence” that famine has been
occurring in Gaza Gover-
norate, an administrative
region which includes Gaza
City, since Aug. 15.

“After 22 months of relent-
less conflict, over half a mil-
lion people in the Gaza Strip
are facing catastrophic condi-
tions characterised by starva-
tion, destitution and death,”
the authority said.

Some 132,000 children under
the age of five are expected to
suffer from acute malnutrition
through June 2026 — double
the IPC estimate from May —
with 41,000 of them considered
particularly vulnerable.

The IPC also projected that
famine will expand to two
other central governorates,
Deir al-Balah and Khan You-
nis, by the end of September.

See Famine page 2
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Fifer,
board
agree
to a
release

Loan was
paid back
to allow
Jor planned
property sale

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

The former Sheller-
Globe south property is
again in the process of
being sold.

Portland Board of Works
and Chad Fifer agreed to a
mutual release from their
five-year development
agreement and waived its
option to buy the property

back from Fifer.
City attorney Wes
Schemenaur  explained

that Fifer plans to sell the
property at 510 S. Bridge
St., Portland. In order to do
so, Fifer and the board of
works needed to take sever-
al steps.

In October 2024, the
board of works approved a
development agreement
with Fifer for an economic
development income tax
(EDIT) loan to help with
improvements at the prop-
erty. It worked in conjunc-
tion with a $309,372 partial-
ly forgivable EDIT loan
that was approved by Port-
land City Council. The
loan would be 75% forgiven
if Fifer met certain crite-
ria, including completing
construction and hiring at
least one new employee
within one year and being
fully operational within
three years. The loan had a
payback period of eight
years, with no payments or
interest for the first three
years.

At the time, Fifer
planned for his company,
Fifer Services, to install a
sawmill in the north build-
ing on the property, using
loan funds to install new
walls, doors and insula-
tion.

See Agree page 2

Bubbly
tailgate

Jay County High
School football fans had
some fun Friday night with
a pre-game tailgate party
that included music from
John Beatrice Band, food,
games and other activities.
Pictured, 1-year-old Frank
Hess plays in the midst of
a bunch of bubbles blown
by his aunt Gabby Williams.
The Patriots gave the fans
plenty to be bubbly about
as they scored the game’s
first 23 points on the way
to a 56-6 win over the
visiting Blackford Bruins.

In review

Coming up

““ |

The temperature peaked at 78
degrees Friday in Jay County.
The low was 57.

Expect a high of 80 today
under partly cloudy skies.
There is a slight chance of
showers and thunderstorms
tonight.

Skies will be mostly sunny
Sunday with a high in the mid
70s. Highs will be in the mid 60s.
Monday and Tuesday under
mostly sunny skies. Lows will
dip into the 40s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

The Win on the Wabash
raffle and festival wraps up
today at Ambassador Park in
Fort Recovery. Gates open at
11 a.m., with The Official
TwoDads Podcast live at noon
followed by music throughout
the day, including Shannon
Clark and the Sugar at 6 p.m.,
Saw Crush at 8 p.m. and Craig
Morgan at 10 p.m.

Tuesday — Results from the
JCHS cross country team at the
Celina Rotary Invitational.

Wednesday — Coverage of
next week’s Dunkirk City Coun-
cil meeting.

Thursday — Details from
the Jay County volleyball
match against Winchester.
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Police looking for driver following chase

Police are looking for a person
who allegedly fled from law
enforcement from the west side
of Portland into rural Jay Coun-
ty this month.

A Portland police officer
attempted to stop the driver of
an early 2000s red Chevrolet
Impala with black rims in the
600 block of Meridian Street
about 10:46 p.m. Aug. 8 after the
driver allegedly committed mul-
tiple traffic infractions, includ-
ing failing to stop at the inter-
section of Race and Middle
streets. The driver didn’t stop
for police, continuing to disre-
gard stop signs and drive at high
speeds headed generally west
through Portland, driving south

Capsule
Reports

on Middle Street before turning
onto Western Avenue and then
turning west onto Arch Street.
The chase continued west on
Arch Street to its intersection
with Charles Street, when the
driver turned north. They
turned west on Votaw Street
(Indiana 26/67) and continued
southwest for a few miles on
Indiana 67 before turning west

CR almanac

onto county road 200 South. The
driver began driving in the east-
bound lane while driving west
and allegedly threw items out of
the vehicle. (Police searched the
area later but couldn’t locate the
items.)

The driver turned north onto
county road 600 West, with
police pursuing for several
miles. Officers ended the pur-
suit when they lost sight of the
vehicle between county road 200
North and Walnut Corner Road
because of dust from the road.

Portland police and Jay Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office conducted a
search but weren’t able locate
the suspect.

The suspect is accused of

Sonny ...

Continued from page 1

(Like Jay County, Fort Jay is
named after John Jay, the first
Chief Justice of the United States
: Supreme Court.)
B! He joined the International Union
of Bricklayers and Allied Craft-
workers in 1956. Champ started his
venture with glass furnaces at
Corning Glass Works, known today
as Corning Incorporated, in Corn-
ing, New York. (The company is
known for developing cookware
such as PYREX glass and glass
ceramics CorningWare.)

He served his bricklaying appren-
ticeship at Ball State University,

resisting law enforcement with
a vehicle and obstruction of jus-
tice. Those with additional
information on the case may
contact Portland Police Depart-
ment at (260) 726-7161.

Lost control

A woman was arrested for
operating a vehicle while intox-
icated after crashing her car
into the van a Montpelier man
was driving along Indiana 1
about 1:30 p.m. Wednesday:.

Corina A. Oliver, 51, was driv-
ing her 2007 Chevrolet Impala
south on the highway when she
fell asleep at the wheel, accord-
ing to a Jay County Sheriff’s
Office crash report. Her vehicle

ing the Wagoner Complex. Champ
also worked on glass furnaces in
Dunkirk as well as bricklaying proj-
ects for Jay County High School and
IU Health Ball Memorial Hospital in
Muncie.

Champ’s work took him across
the country and overseas, including
Israel, Venezuela and Mexico.

He married Karen Stigleman in
1994, spending 25 years together
before her death in 2019. Champ
retired about 15 years ago, settling
into his home on Grandview Avenue
in Redkey. When folks ask where
he’s headed next, he flips the ques-
tion and asks them to tell him where

went off the west side of the
road and into a ditch. She over-
corrected, according to the
report, got back onto the high-
way and crossed into the lane
for oncoming traffic. She struck
the front passenger side of a
northbound 2016 Chevrolet
Express van driven by 39-year-
old Clinton M. Roberts.

Oliver was preliminarily
charged with a Class A misde-
meanor. She was being held on a
$1,000 bond in Jay County Jail.

Both vehicles were towed,
with damage estimated between
$10,000 and $25,000. The van
was registered to Coca Cola
Plaza of Charlotte, North Car-
olina.

“I’ve been inside all the airplanes
I want to be in,” said Champ, who
has one daughter and four grand-
children in Jay County.

He finds there’s a simple way to
keep himself active at his age
— stay involved in the community,
and never stop moving.

Champ followed through on that
motto this week with his volunteer
work at the Tri-State show as well
as plans to attend his next door
neighbor’s football game Friday
night.

“I come up here to help these peo-
ple out,” he said. “Go to basketball
games, baseball games, football

Daily Three: 5-8-7
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The Andersons

Richland Township
Corn coovvveenveeereeeenen, 3.93
Sept. corn ...
Beans.........ccuue.e..

St. Anthony

Sept. beans .............. 9.99
Wheat ......ccoeuveneee 4.50

Today in history

In 1923, Finland’s
Paavo Nurmi broke the
world record for running
1 mile with a time of
4:10.4, in Stockholm,
Sweden. He was the first
man to hold the 1,500
meter and 5,000 meter
run world records at the

ice.

Portland. Sponsored by
the Jay County Co-op
petroleum department, it
featured the presenta-
tion of new tractors by
local equipment ven-
dors.

In 2005, a tropical
depression later
known as Hurricane Kat-
rina — formed over the
southeastern Bahamas.
The storm continued
west and gained traction,
hitting the southeast
Florida coast two days
later and, several more
days later, struck south-
ern Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi. Hurricane Kat-

(The
Review reviewed Indiana
Code and found no indi-
cation that the school
board would have the
authority to override or
ignore any such orders.)
The resolution was in
reference to any future
mask, contact tracing or
quarantine orders relat-
ed to the coronavirus
pandemic.

rina, known as one of the
deadliest hurricanes to
strike the United States,
resulted in 1,833 deaths
and $108 billion in dam-
age, according to the
National Weather Serv-

In 2021, Jay School

same time. Board approved a resolu-

In 1972, 100 visitors tion stating that any members
attended Farm Power local public health
Day at Haynes Park in orders ‘“should origi- Mayor

nate” from Jay County
Health Board, but that
the board reserved the
right to vote on any such
orders before they were
implemented in schools.
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Citizen’s calendar

Monday

9 am. — Jay County
Commissioners, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

3:45 p.m. — Jay County
Solid Waste Management
District Board, 5948 W.
Indiana 67, Portland.

6 pm. — Jay County
Advisory Board of Direc-
tors executive session,
Jay County Community

Tuesday
6 p.m. — Redkey Town

Council, park cabin, Mor-

gan park, 50 Mooney St.

Wednesday

6 p.m. — Dunkirk Park
Board, city building 131
Center senior area, 115E. S. Main St.

Water St., Portland.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

working on residence halls includ-

he hasn’t been.

Famine ...

Continued from page 1

formally
declared when three cri-
teria are met: At least

20% of households face

Ohio Mega Millions extreme food shortages,

Midday Estimated jackpot: at least 30% of children

Pick 3: 6-0-0 $234 million suffer from acute malnu-

trition, and at least two

adults or four children

Markets per 10,000 inhabitants die

every day from hunger or

from a combination of

Cooper Farms Sept. beans ............ 10.34 malnutrition and disease.

Fort Recovery Wheat ...cccccevveeennnnn. 4.82 “To prevent further
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Sor%l ------------------------- 418 Wheat ......coorroorn, 4.79 The Israeli Foreign

O?:It) bgg;n ................ Zl(l)g Ministry rejected the

R 610 ) (5 5 . Heartland IPC,S assessmel’lt, Saylng

“There is no famine in
Gaza.”

The Israeli authority
responsible for affairs in
the Palestinian Territo-

Agree ...

Continued from page 1

He hoped to rent the
remainder of the proper-
ty to other businesses
and to eventually manu-
facture furniture at the
site.

In order to sell the
building, Fifer paid back
the $53,932 he had drawn
down from the EDIT loan
so far. Board of works
Jerry Leon-
hard, Steve McIntosh and
Jeff Westlake
approved releasing Fifer
from the development
agreement and waiving
the city’s buyback option.
Both city officials and
Fifer signed the agree-
ment during the meeting.

Fifer said he plans to
sell the property to Patri-
ot Dumpsters LLC, which
has already been using
part of the property. He
hopes to have an agree-
ment with the company
to allow Fifer Services to
continue to use part of
the property for his tree
business. Fifer said plans
for the sawmill are on
hold.

The City of Portland
had owned the former
industrial site since 2014
and had attempted to sell
it multiple times, with
previous sales falling
through. In September
2022, the city’s board of
works approved the sale
to Fifer.

A negotiation process
followed — the sale stipu-
lated that the city would
retain responsibility for
any existing environmen-
tal issues, but that any
new issues that might
surface would be the
responsibility of the
property owner — with
the sale completed in
early 2024.

ries, COGAT, also categor-
ically rejected the report,
writing on X: “Previous
reports and assessments
by the IPC have repeated-
ly been proven inaccurate
and do not reflect the real-
ity on the ground.”

COGAT accused the
IPC of “deliberately” fail-
ing to take into account
in the report “data that
was provided to its
authors in a meeting held
prior to its publication,”
though it did not specify
the exact nature of the
data.

Head of COGAT, Ghas-
san Allian, said: “The IPC
report is based on partial
and unreliable sources,
many of them affiliated
with Hamas, and blatant-
ly ignores the facts and
the extensive humanitari-
an efforts led by the State
of Israel and its interna-
tional partners.”

SERVICES

Today

Parker, Janet: 10 a.m., Mary
Help of Christians Catholic
Church, 403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery.

Leggett, Rita: noon, Down-
ing & Glancy Funeral Home, 100
Washington St., Geneva.

Monday
Reynolds, Jerry: 10:30 a.m,,
Calvary Lutheran Church, 1532
N. Main St., Bluffton.

Sunday
Johnson, Velma: 2:30 p.m.,
West Lawn Cemetery, Geneva.

Aug. 30
Shilt, Donald: |1 a.m.,, Trib-
ute Funeral Homes, 1000 N.
Broadway St., Greenville, Ohio.

Service listings provided by
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New officers

Pictured from left to right are new officers for Eta Chi Chapter of Sigma Phi
Gamma International Sorority. In the front row from left are organizer Marsha Eglan,
vice president Renee Blumenhorst, editor Kathleen Inman and installing officer Julie
Adkins. In the back row are historian Stephanie Faulkner, president Kris Cook, service
secretary Connie Retter, social secretary Rose Morgan and treasurer Shari Van
Nuland. Adkins was awarded her 50-year Life Membership gift, Cook was awarded the
Hidden Treasurer award and Eglan was awarded a gift for being the outgoing president.
The organization’s next meeting will be Sept. 2.

Photo provided

Community Calendar

Messages are not
coming through

DEAR ABBY: My husband
and I have been amicably mar-
ried for 16 years. We enjoy each
other’s company and are home
together a lot. However, over
the last year or so, I have had
an increasingly hard time
hearing what he’s saying. He
sits in his chair and mumbles
to the point where I can’t tell if
he’s talking to me or to him-
self. He also tries to talk to me
from the next room with his
back to me, or when I have the
sink running. No matter how
many times or different ways I
ask him to speak up, he doesn’t
do it. He says he doesn’t like
“shouting” at me and that
other people can hear him.

I had my hearing checked by
an audiologist, and it’s fine —
no change from when I was
younger. But he still won’t
speak up! I'm so annoyed most
of the time that I ignore him
unless we’re in the same room
and facing each other. Then he
gets grumpy with me for not
responding or not knowing
things he said he told me. How
can I get him to understand
that it doesn’t matter how loud
he thinks he should talk, if I

can’t hear him, I can’t hear
him? — OUT OF RANGE IN
ILLINOIS

DEAR OUT: You have told
your husband that unless he
gets out of his easy chair and
talks directly to you, that you
can’t understand what he’s
saying. Perhaps if he tried
what you are suggesting it
would be less frustrating for
HIM. That he would refuse to
cooperate without trying is
inconsiderate. (Could he be
losing it, or is HE having
trouble hearing when you
talk to him?) Whatever the
cause of your communica-
tion problem, you may need
your hearing rechecked. If
you are told again that it’s
fine, consult a mediator to
get the message across to
him.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Today

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 5 to 6:30
p.m. each Sunday at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church,
289 S. 200 West, Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday

PORTLAND BREAK-
FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.

For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

THE LIFE CENTER —
Free pregnancy testing
with ongoing support dur-
ing and after pregnancy, as
well as help with the needs
of the family. The center is
located at 1209 S. Shank St.,
Portland. Hours are 1 to 5
p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the second
and fourth Monday of
each month at Richards
Restaurant.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 8 a.m. on the fourth
Tuesday of each month at
Richard’s Restaurant.

COMPASSIONATE CON-
NECTIONS RECOVERY
SUPPORT GROUP — A
group for anyone with a
substance use disorder that
helps individuals find con-
nections as they develop
long-term recovery meets

Sudoku

Level: Advanced
Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.

41918]17|5(2]1]|6(3
713|6]1]19]8]4]2]|5
115]2]416]3]7]9]8
316[(9]15|8([1]2]|7(4
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917|5]12|1(4]18|3|6
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atnoon each Tuesday in the
IU Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.

Wednesday

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday in the
cafe at John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

EUCHRE CLUB — Will
meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of each month
at Chalet Village Health
and Rehabilitation in the

North Lounge.
COMMUNITY REIN-
FORCEMENT AND FAMI-

LY TRAINING — A non-
confrontational, evidence-
based intervention for
helping families affected
by addiction meets at 4
p.m. each Wednesday in
the IU Health Jay Outpa-
tient Behavioral Health
Center, Entrance C, 510 W.
Votaw St., Portland.

PORTLAND EAGLES —
Will meet at 6 p.m., on the
second and fourth
Wednesday of the month
at the Eagles’ lodge, 320 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian

recovery program meets at
10 am. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

LAWYERS IN
LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consultations
with a lawyer are available
from 10 a.m. to noon at Jay
County Public Library, 315
N. Ship St., Portland. Con-
sulting is available on top-
ics including divorce, cus-
tody, guardianship, tenant-
landlord issues, bankrupt-
cy, debt collection, estates
and immigration. Those
interested in participating
should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.

SMART RECOVERY — A
group for those struggling
with addiction that focuses
on motivation, coping with
cravings, managing
thoughts, feelings and
behavior;, and living a bal-
anced life meets at 11 a.m.
each Thursday in the IU
Health Jay Outpatient
Behavioral Health Center,
Entrance C, 510 W. Votaw
St., Portland.

MISSISSINEWA CHAP-
TER OF THE NATIONAL
DAUGHTERS OF THE
AMERICAN REVOLU-
TION — Meets at 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 28, at Jay
County Historical Society.
Elwanda Hanson will be
speaking on Women Veter-
ans. Any questions, please
call Regent Kathy Selman
at (260) 251-1694 or Sue Som-
mers at (260) 726-2678.

UPGRADE ANY AD RUNNING IN 3
SEPTEMBER TO COLOR

ds@thecr.
(260) 726-8141 |

Stream DIREg‘,I' V»Q

to any device-)
no satellite
dish needed.

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

IVS Holdings
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Jinny’s
is step
back
in time

To the editor:

Recently, a truck acciden-
tally drove into the south
wall of Jinny’s Cafe in
Bryant.

Employees and patrons
quickly came to the aid of
those who
were
injured.
Emergency
responders were prompt in
their response.

Customers who frequent
Jinny’s Cafe are as genuine
as there is. There is noth-
ing fake about them. They
have one another’s back.
Employees go the extra
mile to make sure everyone
is satisfied.

After the accident, I
talked with the former
longtime owner of the cafe,
Miss Jinny herself. She
said patrons are loyal. Even
if a nearby event, such as a
fish fry or chili cook-off, is
held, regulars continue to
dine at the cafe.

Yes, Jinny’s is like a step
back in time. Everyone is
treated the same; no one is
seeking elite status.

Jerry Sullivan

Portland

Letters to
the Editor

/

VZALANSKY WANTS A céAseFriRe, WHAT'S PUTIN WANT 7*

Trusted data is a vital economic asset

Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

Without access to data that’s
both objective and seen to be
objective, financial markets
and government policy are
dangerously compromised.

So alarm over the recent fir-
ing of Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics Commissioner Erika
McEntarfer and the nomina-
tion of EJ Antoni, chief econo-
mist of the conservative Her-
itage Foundation, to succeed
her is entirely warranted. In
its own interests, as well as for
the sake of the economy,
the White House needs to con-
tain the damage these deci-
sions have caused.

The purported reason for
removing McEntarfer was that
the bureau’s latest release on
hirings — a first estimate for
July and updated numbers for
May and June — had been
rigged to make the administra-
tion look bad.

Guest
Editorial

The downward revisions to
the earlier months were
unusually big, to be sure, high-
lighting legitimate questions
about the bureau’s methods
and how to improve them.

But these are difficult and
long-standing technical chal-
lenges.

There is no reason whatsoev-
er to suspect the integrity of
its chief, who is widely respect-
ed, or her staff.

Worse, Antoni’s nomination
cements the idea that this posi-
tion should be a partisan
appointment, changed with
each new administration —
and that a thumb on the scale

is appropriate so long as it
pushes the right way.

In so many words, this tells
financial markets that official
statistics are no longer to be
trusted. Regardless of which
party is in control, they should
expect employment to be
nudged higher and inflation
lower.

The result will be opacity,
uncertainty, greater financial
risk and (especially) a persist-
ent suspicion that inflation is
being understated — all of
which will push long-term
bond yields higher and add to
the cost of borrowing for con-
sumers and producers alike.
Presumably, that’s the opposite
of what the administration
wants. Yet here we are.

More accurate data on jobs
and inflation meaning
smaller revisions as new data
arrives — is eminently desir-
able.

Generating it will require

more resources and better sta-
tistical methods. Neither, to
put it mildly, has been a priori-
ty. Recent cuts in BLS staffing,
partly as a result of the admin-
istration’s efforts to slash
costs, have hampered the time-
ly collection of data. And earli-
er this year, Commerce Secre-
tary Howard Lutnick disband-
ed the Federal Economic Sta-
tistics Advisory Committee, a
panel of wunpaid technical
experts tasked with improving
data collection and analysis.

Producing accurate meas-
ures of jobs and inflation is
more complicated than one
might think, and it’s especially
demanding when the economy
is in flux as it is now.

Bearing this in mind, the
scale of July’s revisions
shouldn’t perhaps have come
as a surprise. Don’t expect the
picture to grow any clearer
soon: The economy is still in
the early stages of adapting to

the shocks that the administra-
tion is dispensing with its tar-
iffs and other policies. The
BLS’ job is getting harder, not
easier.

It’s a pity the White
House didn’t just apologize to
McEntarfer and ask her to stay
on, promising the bureau the
resources it needs to do better,
and letting FESAC get back to
work.

If Antoni’s appointment is
confirmed, he should under-
stand that his arrival has
caused real concern and do
what he can to allay it by being
scrupulously objective in the
handling and publication of
data.

While that’s unlikely to hap-
pen, it’s still essential to
restore the presumption that
the BLS is not political and to
refrain from further under-
mining its credibility. Failing
to do so will hurt a lot more
than one bad jobs report does.

Beckwith is all about self-promotion

By JOHN KRULL

TheStatehouseFile.com

Where do we Hoosiers
find these people?

I know I've asked that
question before — and I
suspect I will ask it again
often. I don’t understand
why the good people
— and they are good peo-
ple — vote again and
again for political leaders
who show contempt for
the voters, for the consti-
tutions of both the United
States and Indiana and
for the truth.

Lt. Gov. Micah Beck-
with is but the most
recent example of this
trend.

Beckwith has been in
the news a lot lately. His
management of his office
has turned into the politi-
cal equivalent of a dump-
ster fire. He’s had staff
members including
ones from the church
where he still serves as
pastor — depart either in
anger or disgrace
because he either fired

them or they were caught
up in a scandal that has
enraged much of the Indi-
ana General Assembly.
The office carnage
began when Beckwith
fired his senior advisor,
Erin Sheridan, without
explanation. Sheridan,
for the most part, has
stayed silent about her
dismissal but has hinted
in her responses to social
media posts that she does
have a story to tell and
that she will tell it soon.
Rumors abound in the
hothouse environment
that is the Statehouse
that she was canned
because she was about to
blow the whistle regard-
ing goings-on in the lieu-

tenant governor’s office.

Sheridan is a respected
fixture in the Indiana
Republican Party firma-
ment, a political profes-
sional who has many
friends and allies in the
GOP power structure.

If the dispute between
Beckwith and Sheridan
turns into a he-said-she-
said confrontation, my
bet is that more Republi-
cans will believe and line
up with her than with a
latter-day Elmer Gantry
who has yet to demon-
strate that he’s out for
anyone but himself.

If the strange Sheridan
firing was the only prob-
lem Beckwith had, he
might be all right.

But it’s not.

His staff has been fur-
ther roiled by reports
that key aides of his
watched and chortled
over an Al deepfake video
of the wife of a state leg-
islator dancing topless.

An aside: What kind of
strange mind decides that

creating an invasive and
deliberately hurtful rep-
resentation of a woman
who likely has never done
anything to harm him or
her is morally justifiable,
much less funny? And
what kind of supposed
Christians — Beckwith
and his minions love to
loudly and publicly pro-
claim their faith — would
laugh at such cruelty?
The revelation of the
deepfake video prompted
still more staff depar-
tures from Beckwith’s
office, outrage on the part
of the lawmaker and his
friends in the legislature,
reports of yet another
such video floating
around and an investiga-
tion into the whole inci-
dent by the Marion Coun-
ty prosecutor’s office.
Amid all that turmoil,
Beckwith showed up at a
town hall in Merrillville
and told the crowd that he
supported President Don-
ald Trump’s plan to ger-
rymander the GOP to vic-

tory in the 2026 off-year
elections. Trump’s vice
president, JD Vance,
came to Indiana recently
to pressure Gov. Mike
Braun and state legisla-
tors into joining the
effort.

Braun and the Indiana
lawmakers have been
slow to get behind the
idea, in part because Indi-
ana’s constitution pro-
hibits such activity and
costly lawsuits are likely
to result from any
attempt to get around
that prohibition.

Such considerations
seem not to trouble Beck-
with at all.

But that’s not surpris-
ing.

He is, after all, the same
guy who not long ago
offered an interpretation
of the notorious three-
fifths slavery compro-
mise in the U.S. Constitu-
tion that was every bit as
grounded in fact and real-
ity as a Harry Potter
novel.

But that’s Beckwith
for you. When he’s in
front of a crowd, any
crowd, and his rear end
is on the line, truth,
decency and basic sense
are optional.

That’s why we’re now
being treated to the edi-
fying spectacle of a lieu-
tenant governor whose
house is on fire telling
the governor, state legis-
lators and the good folks
of Merrillville that it’s
really, really fun to play
with matches and ciga-
rette lighters.

Micah Beckwith in all
his self-aggrandizing,
self-promoting glory.

Again, where do we
Hoosiers find these peo-
ple?

Krull is director of
Franklin College’s Pul-
liam School of Journal-
ism and publisher of
TheStatehouseFile.com,
a news website powered
by Franklin College jour-
nalism students.
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CRYPTOQUIP

HEQI SYSY YDLWGL XQYI'G STB

BTL QMFWLYAKQ YIS XVCRQS

YDTVIS, HEYL SW§ WL QMFKYWC?

“YDR, YDR!”
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THAT PANDA DOESN'T
SPEND MONEY BUYING NON-CRUCIAL ITEMS.
IT ONLY GETS THE BEAR NECESSITIES.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals D

Trivial Review

(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

Herbs and war

1) What river did Julius Caesar cross
to provoke the Roman Civil War?

2) What Simon and Garfunkel song involves
thyme, parsley, sage and rosemary?

Jieq4 ysnosoqueas (g
uoalany (T

C

Solve the code to discover words related to farmers markets.

Each number corresponds to a letter.

(Hint:10 =R)

something pertaining to farmers markets,

Rearrange the latters to spell

WLFSREO

8-25

OGDGUECEIJF ZAMVMZOGYV

CRYPTOQUIP

[A]

DERGC 0J XECSVIUG SGIJSDG'C

I[EDX,

MVZAEG

XG-HYFRGV.

YFLIYFXGX HGDEGLC:

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN DADA ARTIST
JEAN’S DOG GOT EXCITABLE AND JUMPED
AROUND, WHAT DID IT EXCLAIM? “ARP, ARP!”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals P

Crossword Puzzle

THIS
DAY IN
HISTORY

21

1680: Pueblo
Indians capture

z
:
4
A. 1 4 2 13 15 10 3 SR Sante Fe from the
Clue: Merchant g Spanish,
9 0 y? 1911: The Mona Lisa
B. 1 .17 10 4 8 g s g
Clue: Product o . " employee.
'g‘ 2 | 1 Ea: frs=i Fog A
g | am an actor born on August 19, 1963 in I w | A 1959: U.S. President
£ California. | earned my first role on a ' ———— ht B
C. 20 10 15 13 6 18 4 ® popular soap opera set in a hospital ?&?ﬁ;ﬁﬁgm:r
Clue: Fruits and vegetables = despite not reading for a specific part aimin
g during my audition. 'm best known as a ACROSS DOWN = ?{?&ﬁ?}z 50th ¢
g TV uncle with great hair and for having 1. Wooded arcas 1. Sweet-smelling state.
D. 18 10 17 14 22 8 impressive skills behind a drum kit, 3. Water area in desert ~ blooms
Clue: Handmade items hi d - 5. Conjunction to 2. Granular material at
SOUWIDIS UYor emsuy This outdoor OCtIVIty connect words the shore
involves c]imbing 7. A well-lit sky 4. Enjoy completely "E
rocky terrain usin 6. Body of water g
FARMERS MARKET WORD (%AF\’CH - g -pten 9 " T WouRD
ands ana reet. (abbr.
WORDS QUEST
PJ S O0OF JJUUHTCRUMHIHYTPUMA I8 9YET 79 JOAES y PUES T SIAMOIA '] along and
6 A 0O HUJNSJFEDODTDUP BT SUPTFTUPE QEEIL(EE? A MO difficult search
3 T P URKRERKI BDEFEIRGES I BH'K KR BREAD ALIOE "L POV S ‘SISRQ) " S0 "] for something
YI N0 ESRGIGSGBMNMDPANTEHRIKIRTE:'Y CHEESE ssany
M B NOGTITIUCCSMTIGT CHUTEHWEFP CIDER X ‘Siamsuy
BEINPGYTIGT CHT CYEKTCAEHTECDUH CORN T, —
3 LDPBNNGAATLIEKGHYA AUETRSES oo
U I KEJIAESIBHLMLUMNMEWUUYST CTESTF HERBS . =
HWREKGWUMETEMWES STPTPSA ATDR K JAM y, ‘!Did O(L Getthem
J THRPGITDOYSLANOSATES e
RFOAGBUWIIKLEBTEBAHMWNTC ECETSFP oy -sin] 11 say X 7 PICTURE?
AMGRHRPSMEDAKPFIKRGEGH PICKLES that in'. 39 %-_KN ——
S EI RREUBMWARTS MFPTNUBHTR PLANTS ° q
FI S RFEEE & SEUANE N LS TS &P}gmiﬂg Recreational vehicles can be e - g .
I RMJURKUOARTFWRMHTTETYNTP SCALE English: Adventure great ways to travel and see the . :
A°S CDTAGMYATETIKSA AHBTES SMHNIL SEASONAL §ia e Bt h
S JFDAFPUNTETUIESTETETHTCYTHA SIGN Spanish: Aventura countryside. People can stop :
. and go as they please along
TOTETILSSUOLCIGIBSTLN STRAWBERRIES Italian: Avventura oy
KPOKESUAENIHDAGRMMET st French: Aventure : , ' Ounyou guens what
RS KSJYGLBRST FUDNMUBHTCTDOMS TOTE German: Abenteuer o the bigger picture is?
Find 4] v | V nal n K i = DY [lamsuy
CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer JReLLULT NG By St Beck CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
5 5 Bridge < y eve eC er T =
ACROSS  39Big DOWN 13 Pricey ACROSS 44 “Little 2 Pressing 23 Mac
1 After- fusses 1 Stopped 18 Enzyme A matter of priorities 1 Geal sister in thing? rivals
school 40 Gun the 2 Mada- suffix P 4 Belfry “Hair- 3 Small- 25 Bump
gfoups ?ng,me ggscar 21 Sala- South dealer. to the jack of diamonds Declarer critter Spray scale . mtq
6Linand 42 “Ex’s & primates manders  East-West vulnerable. won with the ace and decided that 7 Macad- 46 Edmon- 4 Recycling 26 Beige
. u _ NORTH his top priority was to draw the i .
Angelou O_hs 3 WOYK 23 Joy 41094 opposing trumps by cashing the Qrfice ton an 27 Halt ,
11 Play- singer with World” L AR A-K, the normal play when missing 11 Clench player tainer 28 Unpald
: , +K82 the Q-x-x-x of a suit, 13 Pig-poke 50 Gator's 5 Fresh TV ads
ngUl'Id ng 4 Indo- 25 Caustic #9543 After the queen failed to appear, . g-p .
fixture 43 Crater nesian cleaner WEST EAST South turned his attention to the link kin 6 Early (Abbr.)
, _ \ 24065 43 hearl suil, leading a low heart 14 Praver 53 Football Meongo- 29 Hum-
12 Reps part island 27 Sinbad’s YAKO9S vips52 toward the jack. West took the ace, y sl i 9 i
14 Actress 44 Speedy 5 Trades bird ¢1104 49763 cashed the queen of spades and ender tlier lan inger
. *I087 ®AKJG2 continued with the ten of dia- 15 Vocal 55 Va]ley in 7 “Wonder 30 Actor
Anderson 46 N.J. 6 Spa 29 Turkey IS SOUTH monds, Declarer won with the . : : »
: , . 5 : i< remaini quality California Woman El-Masry

15 Music for neighbor emplovee art of it SdAKIET72 queen but had to lose his remaining

175 g o p 5(; = f{_" v(Q743 small heart at the end and so fin- 16 After-tax 56 Inlet director 31 Tic- —
seven ome ce an Hen ¢AQS ished down one. “ »

16 Buck , tat B hei L] The outcome was a classic case of amount 37 Ta)F pro 87 |OV8., -toe
UCKeyes potatoes ronze eiress The bidding: misplaced priorities. South should 17 Dorothy’s 58 Skirt to Ovid 35 French

sch. 49 In lavers 8 “You 32 Nike South  West North  East have identified his top priority as
: " y o i 1+ Pass 24 Pass getting rid of his fourth heart. He dlog. feature 9 Cat doc pronoun
17 Bridge 51 Deli betchal rival A4 could afford to lose a trump trick 18 Tizzies 59 Blacken 10 Rock’s 38 X, at
e Opening lead — king of hearts. and two heart tricks, but he could : : :
call meat 9 Pay to 33 Mogadl Many deals come with a built-in  not afford a third heart loser. 20 Bulb 60 Rempe Brian times
19 Before 52 Fesses play shu set of priorities concerns that Aceordingly, after winning the measure abbr. 12 Naval 40 Popular
i : must be addressed and resolved if  diamond at trick two, he should ;

20 ‘|‘_EllUI'El .Of UP 10 Buffet reS|dent. declarer is to make his contract. In have cashed only one top spade and 22 Gratum( 61 Rm. !:ank card
Blg Little 53 First half table 34 Gym unit  these cases, declarer must firstiden-  then led a heart to the jack. West 24 Rapper S coolers 19 Unstop- game
. tify the priorities and then deter- could win and lead a second dia- : i » ;

Lies of an heater 36 ApoIIO 11 mine the proper order in which to mond (or a club), but declarer Improw p_able 42 Flinch,

22 Away LP 11 Fine astronaut take care of them. L'ailure to follow  would win, play a second top spade sations DOWN singer say

; this procedure can lead to many an  and then ruff the seven of hearts i i
from 54 Lake china 37 lcy down- unhappy outcome, with dummy’s remaining trump, 28 P!'etend 1 therary 21 Fillin 45 MOYGS
NNW birds brand pours Consider this deal where South All he could lose on this line of 32 Kick out reps blank rapidly
2 was in four spades. West led the play, regardless of how West chose 33 Wrestling 47 In —

23 Melody Solution time: 26 mins. 398 Pinochle  king of hearts and, upon secing to defend, was two hearts and a Solution time: 21 mins.

24 '50s Ford i & ploys East’s discouraging deuce, shifted spade, style land

26 ABBAS g : 41 Impera- ©2025 Kitg Featwres Syndicate Luc. 34 ;2?;?5; 48 g:’znd

music L|E[Y tive : -

28 76 TRIE| 44 The 36 Architect 49 “Phoo-

olR[s Contract 2 B t B k Saarinen ey!”
preceder ommm Eemel  Bridge & DY OTEVE DECKET 37“Can | 50 Includes

30 Hogwash P|R[E]Y City give you in an

L Efeﬂoh o ¥ gueﬁn of Famous Hand —7” email
acteri- arthage 39T i

A abulate 51 Caviar
ologist TlA 48 Owned East dealer. shown and unluckily went down 41 Wave rider base

a5 Deep = 50 Comic East-West vuln.(e)rable, gnc when .Icll('f' Ru:iwens. parinered 43 Sauid 59 E

NORTH y B. Jay Becker, led a spade, which qui ggs
E|P ir AaAKI8S Becker ruffed. :
gorge Yesterday’s answer .23 PhI|IpS YID9854 hRul;]eg?:1 rcasorllqed that, based 03 SQUIFT 54 Knock
- *A4 the bidding, there was a goo
LX) chance that North-South hcldgninc
1 2 3 4 |5 7 8 9 10 WEST EAST spades, so he chose the spade lead 10
&10762 L as the best shot to stop the grand
v v73 slam.
11 13 ¢+KQ983 +J10752 At the second Lable, where Rubens’
653 SKQJ1098 teammates Andy Bernstein and
14 15 SOUTH Becker’s son Mike held the North-
4#QJ43 South cards, the bidding went more
YAKQ62 quickly:
16 6 East South  West  North
®AT2 34 Dble Pass 4 &
20 The bidding: Pass 5% Pass K
East South  West North Bernstein, North, naturally
Pass 1v Pass 1a started to think in terms of a slam
24 Pass EX Pass 4NT  after his partner doubled East’s
Pass 5 Pass SNT  preemptive bid for takeout, and he
Pass 64 Pass 7Y backed his appraisal with a cuebid

31

i

39

43

47

51

i

Opening lead — six of spades.

There’s no doubt that duplicate
bridge reduces the luck factor of
the game to a great extent, but it
certainly doesn’t eliminate it alto-
gether. Today’s hand aptly demon-
strates that point. The deal occurred
in a playoll’ match to determine
which ol two teams would repre-
sent the United States in the 1973
world championship.

It was the first deal of a 128-
board match, and it was a harbin-
ger of things to come. At one table,
North-South got to seven hearts as

of four clubs. When Mike showed
more than a fair-to-middling dou-
ble by cuebidding in return, Bern-
stein jJumped to seven spades.

Strictly speaking, seven spades
was not as good a contract as seven
hearts — mathematically, there was
a grealer chance of a heart rull
with spades as trump than a spade
rufl with hearts as trump — but
seven spades was the winner, while
seven hearts was the loser.

Sometimes luck, rather than skill,
can be the key component in the
outcome of a deal.

Tomorrow: Playing according to the odds.
2025 King Features Syndicale Inc
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“l didn’t know they made tricycles
for grown-ups!”

By Bil Keane
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“If I'd known about all these
hills, | would have brought
my skateboard.”
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SO I WARNED TH' BOVYS T'BE
ON THAR BEST BEHAVIOR !
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Maybe it’s a chuckle from
reading a vintage Peanuts
cartoon. Maybe it’s a column

by a member of The CR staff.
But we try to keep our sense

The Commercial Review . Delue

of humor.
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A 00 CLASSIFIEDS 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED COLUMN
CLASSIFIED ADS 2 DAY PUBLIC PUBLIC AUCTION Note: Check Auctionsoft off. Starting at AG RENTAL Spreaders:
260-726-8141 AUCTION SATURDAY and AuctionZip for more  $0.63/mile. Responsibili- BBI, Artsway Vertical.
ADVERTISING RATES Located: Bubp Exhibi- SEPTEMBER 20th, photos. ties include inspecting New Holland 228 skid
20 Word Minimum tion Hall at the Jay 2025 SHAWVER AUCTION-  the truck before and after loaders  w/full  cab,
D Effective 07/01/2018: County Fairgrounds, 806 TIME 9:00 A.M. EERING AND REAL trips. Make all appoint- heat/ac. Fort Recovery
Minimum charge.... W Votaw St., Portland, LOCATED: 2641 E ESTATE ments on time. Qualifica- 419-852-0309
$12.40 IN 1100 S. Montpelier IN. AC31800004 tions: Verifiable previous
1 insertion......... 62¢/ August 30, 2025 AT 9:30 TRACTORS - AUCTIONEERS experience in truck driv- 200 FOR RENT
word AM. CRAWLER Zane Shawver ing. At least 2 years ]
V 2 insertions.......81¢/ August 31, 2025 AT 1968 JD 4020 D. w/ Lic. #AU10500168 experience. Commercial LEASE SPACE avail-
word 12:30 P.M. Quad-shift, Front 260-729-2229 driver’s license (CDL-A). able, Coldwater, OH.
3 insertions.......96¢/ LONGABERGER BAS- weights, 4900 hours. Pete D. Shawver No hazmat. Ability to Manufacturing, ware-
word KETS, POTTERY, 1967 JD 2510 w/ Front Lic. #AU19700040 handle physical work- housing, assembly, dis-
6 insertions.... $1.14/ WROUGHT IRON & weights, 6800 hours. 260-726-5587 load. For more details, tribution, offices, inside
word ACCESSORIES Case 1030 Tractor w/ please contact Patrick at and outdoor storage.
E 12 insertions. $1.52/  This 2 day auction offers 3600 hours. New Hol- 100 JOBS WANTED  (502)-545-7825. Easy access to major
word an extensive Longaberg-  land GT-122A Lawn highways and railroad
26 insertions. $1.77/ er collection. Basket Tractor w/ deck and ~ AMISH CREW LOOK- 130 MISC. FOR SALE access with loading
word series include All Ameri-  blade.Wheelhorse 14HP  ING FOR any work. No docks and overhead
Includes can, Autumn Reflec- Garden Tractor. JD job is too big or small. FOR SALE Hay and cranes available. Con-
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Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
& ROOFING LLC. Amish
crew. Custom  built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

SEAMSTRESS NAN
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, AppliquE,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Auts Sales & Sewsice, Tne.

Highway 67 W,
Portland, Indiana

260-251-9135

tions, Christmas, Collec-
tors Club, Easter Series,
Father’s Day,
May Series, Mother’s
Day,

Plaid Gathering, laun-
dry, hamper, compote,
and checkerboard are a
very small sample of the
600+ baskets to be sold.
Pottery include cannister
set, cookie jars, crocks,
planters, bowls, mugs
and casserole. Wrought
iron to include corner
stand, quilt rack, bakers
stands, treasures stand,
snowman to name just a
few. Live and online
bidding will be offered
on the first 150 lots each
day. Live bidding
only on the remaining
basket lots each day.
Visit Hi Bid for a listing
of the items to be sold
Live and On Line each
day or contact the Auc-
tion Company. Pictures
are available on Auction
Zip - #12957.
Auctioneers Note:
Doors will open at 7:30
a.m. on Saturday and
11:00 a.m. on Sunday
for preview.
JUDY FULLER
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

Wendel'’s

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning

gl Von Schrader Dry
|| Foam Cleaning

For Quick Drying,
Residential &

g 1y .
Green Seal® Commercial

Approved

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
Cell 260-729-2797

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 1702 W Tyson
Road, Portland IN
SATURDAY MORNING,
SEPTEMBER 6, 2025
9:30 A.M.

REAL ESTATE
Tract 1 - 2 story home
with approximately 2,048
square feet of living
space situated on
approximately 1.75
acres. 1st floor features
include kitchen with floor
to ceiling cabinets, din-
ing room, living room,
bedroom, full bathroom,
and enclosed front
porch. 2nd floor
includes 3 bedrooms
and 1 half bathroom.
Home is connected via
an enclosed area to a 2
car garage with approxi-
mately 895 square feet
and includes a pull down
stairway accessing attic
storage. Property also
offers a 48 x 56’ pole
building with front and
rear overhead doors,
enclosed shop/office
area, concrete floor, and
100 amp electrical serv-
ice.

Tract 2 - One acre bare
lot located just west of
the home on Tyson
Road.

Tract 3 - Forty-seven +/-
acres of bare land locat-
ed within the city limits of
Portland. This property
offers the rare opportuni-
ty to purchase land in
Portland with both agri-
cultural and commercial
opportunities.
Tract 4 - Combination of
Tracts 1 and 2.
Tract 5 - Entire package
which includes house,
pole barn and 50 acres.
OPEN HOUSE: SUN-
DAY AUGUST 10, 2025
FROM 1:00 P.M. TO
3:00 P.M.

For more information or
private showing contact
GARY LOY, Auctioneer
and (260) 726-5160 or
KIM LQOY, Real Estate
Broker at (260) 726-
2700.

THE ESTATE OF MAX
& BERNICE MCCLURG
Loy Auction
AC#31600027 Auction-
eers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112
Kaden Khayyata
AU12400069

Visit Us Atl:
thecr.com

450-B Crawler Loader.
TRUCKS-MOTORCY-
CLES-FARM EQUIP-

MENT

. 1968 Chevy C50 Sin-
gle Axel Dump Truck.
2000 Chevy S10 ZR2

4x4 93,000 Miles. 1985

Chevy C30 Utility Truck

w/ Boom Lift and Snow

Plow. 2021 Harley

Davidson 1200 Model

48 w/ 2300 Miles. 2009
Kawasaki KLX 250 S

Dirt Bike w/ 708 Miles.

JD 55-A 3 Bottom Plow.
Oliver 565 4 Bottom
Plow. JD 7’ Cycle Bar

Mower. JD 4 Row Culti-

vator. New Idea 2 Row
wide Picker. . JD 24T

Square Baler. Kelly 181

Backhoe Bucket. 30 Ton

Hyd Press. Lincoln 225
Welder. . Merry Mac

Shredder Chipper. Rab-

bit Cages.
TOYS-ANTIQUES
JD, Oliver, Massey Fer-
guson, AC, Massey Har-
ris Toy Tractors. . (2)
110 Ib Anvils w/ Stands.
Corn Sheller. Misc Slate.
(4) Steel Wheels. Radio
Flyer Wagon.
OWNER: James M Rob-
bins.

Note: Check Auctionsoft
and AuctionZip for more
photos.
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL
ESTATE
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver
Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

PUBLIC AUCTION
THURSDAY SEPTEM-
BER 4th, 2025
TIME 4:30 P.M.
LOCATED: 506 N
George St. Ridgeville, IN
GUN -GUN SUPPLIES-
AMMO
Taurus 357 Mag 6 Shot
Revolver (3 Screw). 45
Cal ACP Pistol. H & R
Sportsman 22 Cal 9
Shot Revolver. Ammo
Reloader. Tumbler.
Reloading Supplies.
Large Lot of Lead. Large
Lot of Gun Supplies.
TRAILER-TILLERS-
SHOP EQUIPMENT
5’ X 8 Single Axel Utility
Trailer. Stihl Mini Tiller.
Craftsman Rear tine
Tiller. Dewalt Power
Miter Saw. Delta Band-
saw. . Router w/ Stand.
Roller Stand. Double
Arbor Buffer. Fishing
Poles and Supplies. .
Consew Industrial
Sewing Machine. Sentry
Small Safe.
ANTIQUES-HOUSE-
HOLD-MISC
Toys and Miniatures.
Primitive Tools. Cross
Cut Saws. Banjo. Marl-
boro Sign. Marlboro Top
Ornate Sofa Table w/
End Tables and Coffee
Tables.Laser Printer. 2
and 4 Drawer Filing
Cabinets. Large Lot of
Hardware.
OWNER: Friends
Firearms by Flora
Friend.

Bricker s [Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,

Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

E and E Construction
Amish Crew

BARN RESTORATION
Specializing in
metal roofs, decks & more
FREE Estimates

260-301-1777

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED Painting
and Pressure washing in
Fort Recovery 419-852-
0309

TJ EXPRESS SERVICE,

LLC is seeking 3 CDL-A

truck drivers to join the
team! Multiple 53’ van
trailers and a 48’ flatbed
spots available. Most
Saturdays and Sundays

Straw call 260-249-8458

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK various bundles
sizes and XL pads. $1.25
plus tax. Pick up at The
Commercial Review
Tuesday thru Friday
10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.Portland
260-726-8141.

tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
WWWw.Sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

READ THE CR THEN RECYCLE

baskets to be sold.

protectors.

Auctioneers Note:

CR 8-23-2025

Gary Loy AU 01031608

TWO DAY PUBLIC AUCTION

Located in the Bubp Exhibition Hall at the Jay County Fairgrounds,

Portland Indiana on

AUGUST 30, 2025

9:30 A M.

AUGUST 31, 2025

9:30 A M.

LONGABERGER BASKETS, POTTERY,
WROUGHT IRON & ACCESSORIES
This 2 day auction offers an extensive Longaberger collection.
include All American, Autumn Reflections, Blue Ribbon, Christmas, Collectors
Club, Easter Series, Father’s Day, Good OI’ Summertime, Heartland, Holiday
Hostess, J.W. Collection, May Series, Mother’s Day, Sweetheart, Tour,
Traditions, Tree Trimming, Woven, Feature, Booking/Promo and Employee.
Plaid Gathering, laundry, hamper, compote, vases, gathering, picnic, hostess,
purses, nesting bowls and checkerboard are a very small sample of the 600+

Pottery include cannister set, cookie jars, crocks, tea set, planters, bowls, mugs
and casserole along with several miniature pottery pieces.

Wrought iron to include corner stand, quilt rack, bakers stands, treasures stand,
snowman to name just a few.
Accessories feature J.W. wall cabinet, Christmas ornaments, bedding, liners and

Live and online bidding will be offered on the first 150 lots each day.
bidding only on the remaining basket lots each day.
of the items to be sold Live and On Line each day or contact the Auction
Company. Pictures are available on Auction Zip - #12957.

Judy collected for many years and decided it was time to
liquidate her collection and allow others to enjoy them. Please note that this is
a 2 day auction. Doors will open at 7:30 a.m. on Saturday and 11:00 a.m. on
Sunday for preview. Please visit Auction Zip for photos. For more information
contact Loy Real Estate and Auction at (260) 726-2700.

JUDY FULLER

LOY AUCTION AC31600027, AUCTIONEERS
Travis Theurer AU11200131
Aaron Loy AU11200112  Kaden Khayyata AU12400069

Basket series

Live
Visit Hi Bid for a listing

CALL

PLACE YOUR

CLASSIFIED AD

The Commercial Review

726-8141

OR GO ONLINE

www.thecr.com
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Patriots unable
to hold on
in five-set

loss to Delta

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

It’s one thing for a team to feel
it could have won.

Should have is a different
story.

The Patriots walked away
Thursday feeling they let one
get away.

Jay County High School’s vol-
leyball team was up two sets to
one, having controlled the third
throughout. It had an 8-2 lead in
the fourth. It just could not hold
in a 22-25, 25-15, 18-25, 25-22, 15-10
loss to the visiting Delta Eagles.

Some key mistakes kept the
Patriots (1-1) from coming
through in the fifth set.

But they feel the match never
should have gotten that far.

“We should have won it in
game four," said JCHS coach
Amy Dillon, whose team has
lost five in a row to the Eagles.
“It was what, 11-6?

“And then we just let them
creep back in.

“I told the girls in that time-
out that at that point I felt like
we were trying to play safe and
play not to lose instead of play-
ing to win. And we started tip-
ping and slowing down our
offense a little bit, and it just
that killed us.”

The Patriots were still up 14-
10 in the fourth set before a Kate
Manor service run pushed Delta
(2-0) ahead. They pushed back
ahead twice, but fell behind for
good — in both the set and the
match — on a kill from Eagle
freshman Amira Wilson. Con-
secutive aces from Paislee Terry
followed, and Kyra Murry even-
tually ended the set with a tip to
the short left corner.

Jay County fell behind 4-1 in
the fifth set and led just once —
7-6 — as the Eagles recorded
their second five-set win in as
many matches. (They opened
the season with a 26-24, 20-25, 20-
25, 25-22, 15-13 victory at Wapa-
hani.) It got a brief reprieve
when Terry smacked an attack
into the net, but the visitors put
the match away on a Murry tip
followed by a final Terry Kkill.

“We are learning a lot about
the flow of the game, and so
when we run in the middle, run
the middle, run the middle and
we swing hard, learning to
change up the pace,” said John-
son, who got 23 Kills from
Murry to go along with 21 from
Terry. “Defenders make
changes, and then we need to
throw in a tip or we need to
throw in a throw. ... Just learn-
ing how those defenders are
going to adjust, that's super
important because we're not
giants.”

FRHS spikers beat
National Trail in three

Win slips aw

L4

.
'(

=k

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School senior Elizabeth Barnett gets in position to pass a serve during the Patriots’ 26-24, 20-25,
20-25, 25-22, 15-13 loss Thursday to the Delta Eagles. JCHS was up a set and had an 8-2 advantage in the fourth but was
unable to secure the victory. It marked the Patriots’ sixth consecutive loss to Delta.

A more varied attack was
effective for the Patriots, espe-
cially in the first and third sets.

The opener was tight
throughout, with Maria Hem-
melgarn forging a tie at 22 when
she rolled a Kkill over the Delta
block. The visitors didn’t score
again, recording a pair of
attack errors before Carly
Trinidad delivered an ace off
the arms of Murry to end the
set.

A 10-1 deficit in the second set
buried Jay County, but it flipped
the script in the third as it ran
out to leads of 8-2 and 15-7. The
Eagles were never able to even
the score and the home team
closed on a 5-0 run that included
two DHS errors, Kkills from Hal-
lie Schwieterman and Brenna
Schmiesing and a Lani Muh-
lenkamp ace.

Three aces — two from Kayla
Jetmore and one from
Schmiesing — helped stake the
Patriots to their early lead in
the fourth set before the match
got away from them.

“I think that we need to work
on being a little bit more men-
tally tough, and staying in a
game and playing to win, not
worrying about calls,” said Dil-
lon. “You know, we talked about
that Tuesday night. We're beat-
ing (Madison-Grant) 25-6 and
they're worried about a call.
You control what you can con-
trol. You can control your atti-
tude. You can control your

serves and you can control com-
munication. Don't worry about
everything else. ... So I think
sometimes they let that get to
them.”

She added that the Patriots
are still in the process of figur-
ing out how to use all of their
weapons.

Schwieterman’s 10 kills were
the team high Thursday, while
Maria Hemmelgarn and Mya
Kunkler added nine apiece.
Brenna Schmiesing added five
kills. And Elizabeth Barnett
came through at some key
moments, including a kill and a
block back to back late in the
opening set.

“We've played a lot of differ-
ent rotations,” said Dillon, who
also got 27 assists from Paisley
Fugiett, 19 digs from Muh-
lenkamp and 12 points from
Trinidad. “We talked about that
in practice last night — do we
pick one and build on it or do we
have a lot in our arsenal?”

Junior varsity

Jay County stayed with the
Eagles but was unable to take a
set in a 25-21, 25-20 defeat.

Emery Forthofer paced the
Patriot offense with four Kills.
She also matched teammate
Emmalyn Homan for the team
bests of five points and two
aces.

Gabby Petro came up with six
digs. Homan was next with four
digs.

L W |

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Hallie Schwieterman of Jay County swings Thursday
night against Kate Manor of Delta, which rallied for its second
five-set victory in as many matches this year. Schwieterman’s
10 kills were the team-high for the Patriots while Maria
Hemmelgarn and Mya Kunkler followed with nine apiece.

Jay sweeps Knights

NEW PARIS, Ohio —
The Tribe has found the
win column.

Fort Recovery High
School’s volleyball team
picked up its first win of
the season on Thursday by
sweeping the National
Trail Blazers 25-12, 25-10,
25-11.

Cameron Muhlenkamp
led the offensive attack
with 12 Kkills, while Brid-
get Homan followed with
11. Muhlenkamp also had
a team-high 2 aces on a
perfect 10-of-10 from the
service line, while dig-
ging eight balls and
blocking one attack.
Homan dug the ball out
five times.

Kayden Ranly had
another strong match for
the Indians (1-1) in the
back row. She had 27
assists and 11 digs while
earning two kills and one
ace.

Brynn Willmann led at
the net with two blocks
while adding six kills and
one dig as well.

Tribe falls
MINSTER, Ohio — The
Fort Recovery boys golf

FRHS
Roundup

team took a 162-186 loss to
the Minster Wildcats on
Thursday at Arrowhead
Golf Course.

Reece LeFevre finished
as the Tribe’s leading
golfer with a 42. He made
par three times, while
shooting bogey on the
other six holes.

Minster’s Bryce Prenger
earned match medalist
honors with a 39. The next
two lowest scores also
came from the Wildcats.

Caleb Smith followed
LeFevre with a 44 for the
Indians (5-3, 2-2 Midwest
Athletic Conference).
Smith had three pars, four
bogeys and two double-
bogeys.

Luke Fortkamp provid-
ed the third score with a
round of 48 strokes, while
Andrew Rehmert and Gar-
rett Diller both carded 52s
to round out the team’s

final. Carson Fullenkamp
shot a 53 that didn’t affect
the outcome.

Wildcats top

The Fort Recovery girls
golf team suffered its
first loss of the season to
the Minster Wildcats at
Portland Golf Club on
Tuesday 184-204.

Olivia Knapke and
Georgia Wenning shot the
low for Fort Recovery (4-
1, 2-1 MAC) with 50
strokes apiece. (Lauren
Heitkamp of Minster was
the match medalist at 42.)

Mallory Evers and
Evvie Briner each carded
52s to round out the team
score.

Out of the fifth and
sixth positions, Cora
Pearson carded a 54,
while Macy Kaffenberger
had a 58.

The Tribe beat the
Wildcats last season to
help secure a perfect
record in the MAC and
the first conference title.
The Indians can still
share the conference title
by winning out and tak-
ing the top spot in the
MAC Championships.

The Patriots have gave up one goal to Her-
never beat the Knights itage — it came midway
under Donald Gillespie’s jay COu nty through the sgecond .half
tenure. That changed — but otherwise quieted
Thursday afternoon. Roundup the HHS to secure the

The Jay County High
School boys tennis team
beat the Norwell
Knights for the first time
since Gillespie took over
the program in 2021 with
a 5-0 sweep on Thursday.

Paul Dirksen nearly
lost the first set of the
No. 1 singles match to
Braylon Troutt, but
pulled it out for a 7-6 (7-
3), 62 win.

Henry Dirksen had a
closer second set but
also came out on top of
Rylan Heyerly in the No.
2 singles match 6-2, 7-5.

Clark Wellman had lit-
tle trouble claiming the
point from the No. 3 sin-
gles position as he rolled
through Dylan Randol
for a 6-1, 6-1 win.

Kadyn Carpenter and
Alex Miller forced a
supertie breaker at the
No. 1 doubles position,
eventually claiming the
point at 2-6, 7-6 (7-5), 10-6.

Gabe Overton and
Brock Wasson also won
the No. 2 doubles match

over Brady Watkins and
Christian Werling 6-2, 6-
2.

Lopez leads

MONROEVILLE —
Jay County’s girls soccer
team picked up its first
Allen County Athletic
Conference victory of
the year, beating the Her-
itage Patriots 2-1.

Both goals came from
Aixa Lopez. The first
came with 28 minutes, 48
seconds remaining in
the first half as fresh-
man Charlee Peters
notched her first career
assist.

London Lloyd later
assisted Lopez to put Jay
County (2-0, 1-0 ACAC)
up 2-0 on Heritage (0-1-1,
0-1 ACAC) with 5:29
remaining in the first
half.

Maleah Parsons just

victory:

JCHS will take a 2-0
record into its home
match against Coldwa-
ter on Aug. 28.

Jackson scores

MONROEVILLE —
The Jay County junior
varsity girls soccer team
found the net once in its
1-0 win over the Heritage
Patriots on Thursday:

Jay County (2-0) con-
trolled the midfield and
the defensive line of
Araitz Lekue Margo,
Kali Newell, Milee
Rickard and Gabby
Raines kept the ball
from getting near the
goal throughout the
game.

When shots did sneak
through, a combined
effort from Avery Snow
and Raylin Hummer in
the goal prevented Her-
itage from scoring.

Ayla Jackson scored
the lone goal for JCHS
with 9:32 remaining in
the game.
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Rolls ...

Continued from page 10
(The Indians had just 30 com-
pletions for 314 yards in all of
2024.) He covered 24 yards on his
four rushing attempts. Isaac
Roessner caught three passes for
37 yards.

Bright ..

Continued from page 10

Despite holding a 36-6 lead at
halftime, they weren’t done yet.

Coming out of the intermis-
sion, Brown broke through the
line and brought the ball to the
house for a 54-yard score.

“With Jay County, in the sec-
ond half it’s been the game is typ-
ically over,” said Brown, who
lead the Patriots with 118 rushing
yards. “It’s either we’re throwing
in our JV guys because we're
down or we’re throwing our JV
guys in because we’re up by a lot.

“Coach told us in the locker
room, ‘We’re setting our identity
right now and what we're going
to be this year.” That was the way
to do it on the first play.”

With the running clock activat-
ed, Fields managed to move some
guys around to get all of his play-
ers some time on the field and
give some guys different looks.

Freddie Lingo was one of
them.

Normally, Lingo is in the
trenches to protect Laux and
pave the way for Brown to come
out of the backfield. For one play
late in the third quarter, he got
his number called to carry the
ball.

The offensive lineman man-
aged to avoid getting taken down
by Stratahn Sargent before meet-
ing Benjamin Rosenauer at the
goal line. He plowed through the
defensive back for the score.

In true lineman fashion, he had
praise for the rest of his crew
clearing the way for him.

“It was fun,” Lingo said.
couldn’t have done it without my
linemen. Garrett Dillon, he made
a chip off that wedge and I saw
the hole and I took it.”

The final score of the game
came for Jay County with 11:40

remaining in the fourth quarter.

Sports on

Wendel finished with 39 yards,
and Braylon Dilworth ran five
times for 32 yards.

With the clock running after
the intermission, Ponitz (0-1),
which has won just once in its
last 21 games, still failed to find

any traction as it fumbled the ball
three more times. It managed just
34 yards on 38 rushing attempts
— Cardair’e Johnson was respon-
sible for the bulk of them — and
never put the ball in the air.

Jake Meyer led the dominant

defensive effort with seven tack-
les, while Brodie Hart and Josh
Evers notched six apiece. Gaerke,
Roessner, Brady Evers and Josh
Evers each had a fumble recovery.

Fort Recovery put the final
points of the game on the board

on a 5-yard Brady Evers run with
less than two minutes to play.

The Indians will go on the road
Friday to Harrod to take on Allen
East (1-0), which opened with a
29-26 victory over Newark
Catholic.

The Commermal Review/Andrew Balko

Freddie Lingo, an offensive lineman for the Jay County Patriots football team, rushes
towards the end zone during Friday’s 56-6 victory over Blackford. Lingo got the opportunity to take
a snap at running back and made the most of it, punching in a 14-yard touchdown.

Brown rushed in his third touch-
down of the game from the 36-
yard line.

Blackford’s sole score came in
the second quarter when Brady
Bannister — he was the BHS
leading rusher with 117 yards on
17 attempts — ripped off a 65-
yard touchdown run.

The Bruins were without a key
piece in sophomore Kamari Tay-
lor, who averaged 73.3 rushing
yards per game last year, and lost

to leave the game because of
injuries.

“We started getting a couple
kids banged up and then after
that it’s just a chain reaction,”
said BHS coach Steve Boozier,
who is a JCHS graduate and
served as the Patriots’ coach
from 2010 to 2012 and athletics
director from 2013 to 2024. “We
threw some Kkids out there and
trial by fire and they had to learn
on the fly. It’s one thing going to

on and then you’re out there on a
field on Friday night under the
lights and you’ve got to execute
that play that suddenly you
haven’t got as many reps in as a
starter.”

Fields opened his tenure at Jay
County with a victory and will
have eight days to prepare before
traveling south to New Castle. In
that time, he will look to clean up
his team’s play, as its sole sore
spot was giving up 60 yards on

Box score

Blackford Bruins (0-1)
at Jay County Patriots (1-0)

Blackford 0O 6 0 0 — 6
Jay County 3 33 13 7 —56

First Quarter
JC — Jacoby Penrod field goal,
2:14.

Second Quarter
JC — Leighton Brown 46 pass
from Nick Laux (Penrod kick),
11:37.
JC — Laux 3 run (Penrod kick),
9:45.
JC — Carter Fugiett 3 run (kick
fail), 7:08.
B — Brady Bannister 65 run
(kick fail), 6:58.

JC — Brady Jetmore 52 pass
from Laux (kick fail), 6:44.
JC — Jetmore 39 pass from
Laux (Penrod kick), 0:00.

Third Quarter
JC — Brown 54 run (Penrod
kick), 11:41.
JC — Freddie Lingo run (kick
fail), 2:14.

Fourth Quarter
JC — Brown 36 run (Penrod

kick), 11:40.
Team Statistics

B Jc
Rushes - yds 35-122 16-179
Comp-Att-Int 020 10130
Passing yds 0 236
Total Plays 37 29
Total Offense 122 382
Punt ret - yds 0-0 19
Kickoff ret - yds 5-46 2-34
Sacks - yds lost 0-O 1-8
Ints - yds 0-0 0-0
Fumbles - lost 62 31
Penalties - yds 4-30 9-60

Individual Statistics
Rushing — Blackford — Brady
Banniser 17-117, Gage Dow 6-
10, Corbin Batten 3-6, Dallas
Richardson 2-4, Hunter Cale 5-(-
15). Jay County — Leighton
Brown 5-118, Nick Laux 6-30,
Freddie Lingo 1-14, Brady Millsa-
pugh 2-12, Carter Fugiett 1-3,
Max McClain Il 1-2.

Passing — Blackford — Hunter
Cale 0-2-0 0. Jay County — Nick
Laux 2-19-0 203, Carter Fugiett
1-1-0 33.

Receiving — Jay County —
Brady Jetmore 6-165, Leighton
Brown 1-46, Grant Wendel 3-25.

several more as four players had

tap

practice and there’s no pressure

nine penalties.

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Cross Country at Celina Rotary
Invitational — 9 a.m.; Boys soccer vs. Peru — 12
p.m.; Junior high football at Union City — 10 a.m.;
Junior high tennis vs. Driver — 10 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Cross country at Bob Schul
Invite at Milton Union — 8:15 a.m.; JV boys golf
MAC Tournament — 9 a.m.; JV football at Ver-
sailles — 10 a.m.; Middle school volleyball tour-
nament at Anna — 10 a.m.

Monday

Jay County — Girls golf vs. Bluffton — 4:30
p.m.; Boys tennis vs. Union City — 5 p.m.; JV foot-
ball vs. Blackford — 6 p.m.; Junior high volleyball
at Blackford — 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys golf vs. Coldwater —
4:30 p.m.; Girls golf at Coldwater — 4:30 p.m.;
Freshman football vs. St. Henry — 5 p.m.; Fresh-
man volleyball vs. St. Henry — 6 p.m.; Middle
school volleyball at Coldwater — 5 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Volleyball at Winchester — 6
p.m.; Boys soccer at New Castle — 7 p.m.; Junior
high cross country vs. Delta/Wes-Del - 5 p.m.;
Junior high football vs. Blackford — 5:30 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Middle school volleyball at
Marion Local — 5 p.m.

TV schedule

Today
7:30 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Man-
chester City at Tottenham Hotspur (USA)

10 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Brentford
at Aston Villa (USA)

11 a.m. — IndyCar: Snap-on Milwaukee Mile
250 (FS1)

12 p.m. — College football: Kansas State at
lowa State (ESPN)

12 p.m. — PGA Tour: Tour Championship
(NBC)

12 p.m. — LIV Golf Team Championship (FOX)

12:30 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Arsenal
FC at Leeds United (NBC)

1 p.m. — College football: Incarnate Word at
Nicholls (ESPN2)

2 p.m. — WNBA: New York Liberty at Atlanta
Dream (CBS)

4 p.m. — College volleyball: Kansas at Van-
derbilt (FS1)

4 p.m. — NWSL soccer: Bay at Washington
Spirit (CBS)

4:30 p.m. — College football: Tarleton state at
Portland State (ESPN2)
4:30 p.m. — Little League World Series (ABC)

4:30 p.m. — Horse racing: Saratoga Live
(FOX)
5 p.m. — College volleyball: Penn State at

Creighton (FS1)

6:30 p.m. — College football: Fresno State at
Kansas (FOX)

7 p.m. — College football: UC Davis at Mercer
(ESPN)

7 p.m. — USL Championship soccer: Lexing-
ton at Oakland Roots (CBS)

7:30 p.m. — College football: Stanford at
Hawai'i (CBS); North Carolina Central at Southern
(ABC)

7:30 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series: Coke Zero
Sugar 400 (NBC)

8:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Arizona
Diamondbacks (FDSN Indiana)

8:40 p.m. — MLB: Los Angeles Dodgers at
San Diego Padres (FS1)

Sunday

9 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Everton at
Brighton & Hove Albion (USA)

11 a.m. — U.S. Open tennis (ESPN2)

11:30 a.m. — Premier League soccer: Fulham
at Manchester United (USA)

11:30 a.m. — Indy NXT Series: INDY NXT by
Firestone at the Milwaukee Mile (FS1)

12 p.m. — PGA Tour: Tour Championship
(NBC)

12:10 p.m. — MLB: St. Louis Cardinals at
Tampa Bay Rays (FDSN Indiana)

1 p.m. — College volleyball: Florida at Pitt
(ESPN)

1 p.m. — U.S. Open tennis (ABC)

1 p.m. — LIV Golf Team Championship (FS1)

2 p.m. — IndyCar: Snap-on Milwaukee Mile
250 (FOX)

2 p.m. — IMSA SportsCar Championship:
Michelin GT Challenge At VIR (USA)

2 p.m. — BIG3 basketball: BIG3 All-Star Game
(CBS)

3 p.m. — U.S. Open tennis (ESPN2)

3 p.m. — BIG3 basketball: Miami 305 at
Triplets (CBS)

3:30 p.m. — College volleyball: Stanford at
Nebraska (ESPN)

4 p.m. — LPGA Tour: Canadian Women'’s Open
(CBS)

4:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Arizona
Diamondbacks (FDSN Indiana)

4:30 p.m. — Horse racing: Saratoga Live

(FS1)

4:30 p.m. — LIV Golf Team Championship
(FOX)

7 p.m. — U.S. Open tennis (ESPN2)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: Boston Red Sox at New
York Yankees (ESPN)

9:15 p.m. — MLS: Seattle Sounders at Sport-
ing Kansas City (FS1)

Monday

11:30 a.m. — U.S. Open tennis (ESPN)

3 p.m. — Premier League soccer: Newcastle
United at Liverpool FC (USA)

6:30 p.m. — College volleyball: Penn State at
Kansas (BTN)

6:40 p.m. — MLB: Tampa Bay Rays at Cleve-
land Guardians (FS1)

7 p.m. — U.S. Open tennis (ESPN)

8:30 p.m. — College volleyball: Minnesota at
Texas A&M (BTN)

10:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Los
Angeles Dodgers (FDSN Indiana)

Tuesday

11:30 a.m. — U.S. Open tennis (ESPN)

7 p.m. — WNBA: Seattle Storm at Indiana
Fever (ABC)

7 p.m. — U.S. Open tennis (ESPN)

7:10 p.m. — MLB: Philadelphia Phillies at
New York Mets (TBS)

10:10 p.m. — MLB: Cincinnati Reds at Los
Angeles Dodgers (FDSN Indiana)

Local notes

Outing announced
The Adams Health Network Foundation will

host the 12th Annual Golf Classic on Sept. 12 at
Wabash Valley Golf Club.

There will be two shotgun starts at 7:30 a.m.
and 1 p.m. Breakfast, snacks and beverages will
be provided, as well as a lunch in between flights.

The event raises funds for healthcare scholar-
ships and local health initiatives in Adams County.

The deadline to register is Aug. 22. To register
visit adamshospital.org/foundation. For more
information, email kim.tormbley@adamshealthnet-
work.org.

Chamber to host

Jay County Chamber of Commerce will host its
golf outing on Sept. 19 at 9 a.m.

Participation costs $250 per team with lunch
included. A $20 team mulligan golf ball can be
purchased as well.

Sponsorships can be purchased as well. A
lunch sponsorship will cost $500, while a gold
sponsorship will go for $450. Hole sponsorships
cost $100 for members and $150 for non-mem-
bers.

The deadline to register is Sept. 12. For more
info, call (260) 726-4481 or email amanda@jay-
countychamber.com.

Next race set

The next race in the Adams County Challenge
series is the Adams Memorial/Kekionga Green-
way Gallup at 4:30 p.m. Aug. 23.

The race begins at the Riverside Center in
Decatur. Registration forms can be found at
adamscountybkchallenge.com.

To have an event listed in “Sports on tap”, email
details to sports@thecr.com

300

Advertising specials for

INSURANCE
BUSINESSES

Ads must run in September.
Rates do not apply to special sections.

Advertise your insurance business in all of our publications with
Four 3x5 ads in The Commercial Review
Two 3x5 ads in The News-Gazette
One 3x5 ad in The News Times

RDNTUN@J
NEWSPAPERS

Or run TWO 3x5 ADS for your insurance business
in the publication(s) of your choice during September for:

The Commercial Review - $1 56
The News-Gazette — $1 45
The News Times - $1 20

Call (260) 726-8141
or emall ads@thecr.com
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Sports

www.thecr.com

JC cross country runs
at Celina Rotary today,
see Sports on tap

Patriots volleyball fell
to Delta in five sets,
see story page 8
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By ANDREW BALKO

Bright beginning

Laux, Brown lead JC in 1 stgame under erlds

The Commercial Review

Three of the first four passes
didn’t go as planned for the Patri-
ots in their first game under
Eddie Fields.

In the second quarter, a Nick
Laux shovel pass to Leighton
Brown resulted in the first touch-
down of the season. Once the
dam broke, the Bruins couldn’t
contain the Patriots’ offense.

The Jay County High School
football team exploded for 33
points in the second quarter to
take down the Blackford Bruins
56-6 in the season opener on Fri-
day.

“I'm really pumped for the
kids,” said Fields, who coached
his first game for Jay County.
“We're trying to build something
they want to be a part of. When I
took the job, I told our coaches, if
we’d just love our kids and make
our Kids love football, kids will
start coming out and we got the
roster over 60.

“We had fun. I just sent a text
to all my buddies and said, ‘We
won, no kids were injured and
every kid got to play, so it doesn’t
get better than that. Just a really
cool night for Jay County foot-
ball.”

It took the Patriots (1-0) awhile
to get their aerial game going.
The first pass that Laux threw
fell for an incompletion, despite
Grant Wendel having an open
shot at the end zone.

The next three passes were
intended for Brady Jetmore,
but low throws resulted in a
loss of three yards, a gain of
14 and an end zone incomple-
tion. (JCHS still scored on the
drive as freshman Jacoby Pen-
rod nailed the 22-yard field
goal.)

Things changed after a quick
stop.

Jay County’s second drive
started at Blackford’s 46-yard
line. Laux had to scramble a
short distance before finding
Brown just beyond the line of
scrimmage. The JCHS junior
beat Gage Dow in a foot race
and scampered the rest of the
36 yards to score the first
touchdown of the game.

The flood gates completely
opened for the Patriots after that
as they found the end zone on the
following four drives of the sec-
ond quarter.

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Jay County High School quarterback Nick Laux slings a pass toward Brady Jetmore
while receiving pressure from Blackford’s Clayton Heflin on Friday night. After a slow start,
Laux ended up completing 9-of-12 passes for 203 yards and threw for three touchdowns in

the 56-6 win over the Bruins.

Scores came in on:

+A 3-yard keep by Laux to cap
a five-play drive after the Bru-
ins (0-1) gave up the football on
an onside kick

«A 3-yard rush by Carter
Fugiett following a bad snap on
a punt attempt that gave the
Patriots the ball in the red zone

A 52-yard pass from Laux to
Jetmore to score on a single
play

+A 39-yard pass from Laux to
Jetmore that was set up by a
trick play that saw Laux lateral
the ball to Fugiett, who then
proceeded to launch it 33 yards
downfield to Jetmore

“I think the nerves wore
off,” said Laux, who finished 9-
of-12 for 203 yards. “Our reps
over the summer and over the
beginning of the season so far
paid off. We found ourselves
and quit letting the nerves get
to us and went to work.”

See Bright page 9

Tribe

rolls in
season
opener

Wenning
starts his
tenure with
44-point
shutout win

FORT RECOVERY
— Stifling defense.

Four forced turnovers.

Spectacular field posi-
tion.

Efficient offense.

Fort Recovery High
School dominated its sea-
son opener Friday night,
smacking the visiting
Ponitz Tech Golden Pan-
thers 44-0 in a game in
which the clock was run-
ning throughout the sec-
ond half.

The first possession for
each team set the tone for
how the rest of the game
would play out. The Gold-
en Panthers lost one yard
on three plays and punt-
ed. Fort Recovery, in its
first game under new
head coach Wes Wenning,
responded with a one-
play drive — a 59-yard
Reece Wendel touchdown
run.

Ponitz proceeded to fin-
ish the first half with
negative-7 total yards,
while giving up the ball
on downs twice, punting
once and then coughing
up the ball leading to a
touchdown return for
Alex Gaerke.

The Indians (1-0) scored
on all but one of their
first-half drives, with
Wendel adding a 6-yard
scoring run and Gaerke
reaching paydirt on car-
ries of 1 and 7 yards for a
36-0 halftime lead.

Gaerke provided a facet
that Fort Recovery most-
ly missed last year, com-
pleting all seven of his
passing attempts for 55
yards.

See Rolls page 9
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Run a second time
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