
The Commercial Review
Wednesday, January 20, 2021

Pauline Hartman, 71, Pen-
nville

Details on page 2.

The high temperature was
35 degrees Tuesday in Jay
County. The low was 27, and
there was a trace of  snow
overnight.

Expect a low of  27 tonight.
Thursday’s high will be 40
under partly cloudy skies.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Portland Redevelopment
Commission has scheduled a
meeting for 8 a.m. Friday in
room 205 at John Jay Center
for Learning.

Thursday — Coverage of
today’s Portland Board of  Avi-
ation meeting.

Saturday — Photos from
Friday’s ACAC wrestling tour-
nament at Jay County.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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INDIANAPOLIS (AP) —
Gov. Eric Holcomb touted
Indiana as rebounding
from the COVID-19 pan-
demic and called during his
State of  the State speech
Tuesday for the Legislature
to support a new regional
development program to
spark that recovery.

Holcomb pre-recorded
the speech earlier Tuesday
before it was broadcast on
television and online,
rather than before the typi-
cal joint session of  the Gen-
eral Assembly. He chose the
virtual option in light of
coronavirus precautions
and security concerns over

possible protests across the
country related to Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden’s inau-
guration on Wednesday.

Holcomb focused much
of  his speech on initiatives
responding the COVID-19
pandemic. He paused for
about 10 seconds for a
moment of  silence for the
more than 9,000 Indiana
residents who’ve died from
the illness over the past 10
months, saying “It’s impos-
sible to calculate the far-
reaching ripple effect of  the
personal and community
loss of  lives and liveli-
hoods.”

The Republican gover-
nor, who was elected to a
second term by a wide mar-
gin in November, strove to
cast the state as in the
midst of  a strong recovery,
pointing to state govern-
ment’s top-level AAA credit
rating and some $2 billion
in cash reserves as allow-
ing more aggressive action
than many other states.

See Holcomb page 5

Holcomb touts
state’s rebound
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New planters in place
Members of the Portland Fire Department and TJs Concrete Construction helped place several planters along

Meridian Street (U.S. 27) this morning. Fire chief Mike Weitzel (left) said 21 wide planters like the one pictured and 24 tall
planters will be installed as part of Portland Main Street Connect’s downtown beautification project.
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Poster project
Bryson Miller, a student in Holly Farr’s fourth grade class,

works on his Indiana state history poster during class Thursday.

By RILEY EUBANKS
The Commercial Review

There’s a plan to
increase Portland proper-
ty taxes to pay for projects
to combat downtown flood-
ing.

Portland City Council at
its meeting Tuesday heard
about a plan from consult-
ant Baker Tilly and legal
firm Ice Miller that would
see property taxes
increase annually by
about one-half  of  a per-
centage point to pay for an
estimated $3 million to
construct a detention pond
to collect overflowing
water from Millers Branch
and $1.3 million to over-
haul the drainage system
under Meridian Street
(U.S. 27).

An increase in taxes,
projected to cost an extra
$0.1382 annually per $100
of  a property’s assessed
value, would go toward a
20-year bond that would
provide immediate capital
to pay for the entirety of
these projects, per the
plan.

That plan is projected to
give the city $5.3 million to
pay for the aforemen-
tioned construction cost,
engineering fees and other
contingencies of  the proj-
ects. Under the plan,
$326,000 would be paid
annually from the tax levy
toward that bond with an
additional $24,000 paid
annually by the city.

Currently, Portland has
a property tax rate of
3.3859%, 236th highest in
the state and equivalent to
a $3,385.90 annual cost for
a $100,000 home, according
to Indiana University.

The discussion prompt-
ed a lingering question of
whether Millers Branch
flooding is a county or city
issue.

“Are we just going to
assume and impose a tax
on Portland residents …
(on an issue) that could be
partly or wholly a county
ditch problem?” council
member Kent McClung
asked Portland Mayor
John Boggs during the
meeting.

Boggs responded by say-
ing he envisions the deten-
tion pond as being “a joint
project” between the city
and Jay County but that he
has yet to discuss it with
the newly elected county
commissioners.

The mayor, taking a
more optimist approach,
said the cost of  the tax will
decrease with additional
funding from the city, and
possibly the county, and
grants from the state to
pay for these projects.

The discussion was the
first in what may be sever-
al council meetings dedi-
cated to deliberating over
the proposed tax.

“I’m sure we’re going to
have a lot more discussion
and a lot more questions …
so everybody can feel com-
fortable for what we’re
doing here,” Boggs said.

See Proposal page 2

Council
reviews
new tax
proposal

Property tax
increase
proposed
to pay for
projects

By RILEY EUBANKS
The Commercial Review

There’s a new judge in Jay
County. And in due time, she’ll
get through her court’s backlog.

Jay Superior Court Judge Gail
Dues has begun scheduling jury
trials in her court following an
order from the Indiana Supreme
Court pausing all trials until at
least March.

Since then, she said she hasn’t
received word from the Supreme
Court on if  that order will be
extended. Nevertheless, she has
begun preliminarily scheduling
trials that may the court’s first
since the COVID-19 pandemic
began.

Her court still handles all of
its usual business outside jury
trials, such as civil cases, most
cases involving misdemeanor
charges and small claims, all the
while navigating around the
potential spread of  coronavirus.

“We try to not bring anybody
from (Jay County Jail) unless
we have to,” Dues said, noting
that most hearings involving
defendants who are in prison
are conducted electronically.

As it was when Judge Max
Ludy held the bench, Dues will
mostly hear criminal cases
involving defendants charged
with misdemeanors and Level 6
felonies while Jay Circuit Court

Judge Brian Hutchison will
hear higher level felony cases
unless there’s a conflict of  inter-
est.

Dues, a Jay County native,
was a public defender for about
11 years before she defeated
Ludy in the Republican primary
in June 2020. She ran unopposed
in the general election.

Hutchison noted Dues is the
first woman to head Jay Superi-
or Court.

“I’m not sure why it’s taken
this long,” Hutchison said.

She first became licensed to
practice law in Indiana in 2002
before becoming licensed in
Ohio the following year. 

In the years since, Dues said
she has considered one day
becoming a judge before she ran
for office.

Just weeks into her six-year
term, Dues said Hutchison has
helped her transition to the
bench.

“There’s always kind of  a
learning curve when you enter a
job like this … but I don’t antici-
pate her needing much help,”
Hutchison said.

Hutchison may hear cases
involving clients Dues repre-
sented prior to her new job. If  he
is unable, those cases would go
to Randolph or Adams counties’
courts, Dues said.

Dues has started scheduling cases

Governor
focuses on
pandemic
initiatives



COLUMBUS (AP) — Out-
going Vice President Mike
Pence was set to return to
his Indiana hometown this
afternoon following the
inauguration of  President
Joe Biden.

The Republican former
Indiana governor and his
wife Karen are expected to
attend Biden’s inaugura-
tion and will then fly into
the Columbus Municipal
Airport, where they will be
greeted by some support-
ers, the Indiana Republican
Party said Tuesday.

That group of  about 50
people is expected to
include Pence’s brother,
U.S. Rep. Greg Pence, and
some state lawmakers, said
Barbara Hackman, the
Bartholomew County
Republican chairwoman.

Pence grew up in Colum-
bus and some family mem-
bers still live there. But
Pence hasn’t owned an
Indiana home for at least
the past eight years, during
which time he lived in the
Indiana governor’s resi-
dence in Indianapolis and

then at the vice presiden-
tial residence on the
grounds of  the U.S. Naval
Observatory in Washing-
ton.

Pence hasn’t announced
where he plans to live dur-
ing his post-vice presiden-
cy.
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• Full time Merit Deputy 

Sheriff’s Department will be taking 
applications for the following positions 

Will be accepting applications until 1/22/21

Pauline Hartman
April 22, 1949-Jan. 11, 2021

Pauline Hartman, age 71, a resi-
dent of  Pennville, passed away
Monday, Jan. 11, 2021, at her home.

Pauline was born April 22, 1949,
in Pennville, Indiana, the daughter
of  Ralph and Margaret (Romine)
Hartman. She was a member of  the
Pennville VFD Auxiliary.

Pauline worked for Copeland
Corporation in Sidney, Ohio, for 24
years and retired from Tyson
Foods in Portland after 15 years.
Pauline enjoyed riding on her golf
cart and spending time with her
dogs.

Survivors include:
One daughter — Arvilla Howe

(James), Tavares, Florida

Two brothers:
Roger Hartman (wife:
Barbara Patrick),
Fort Wayne, Indiana,
and Russell Hartman
(wife: Roxanne), Pen-
nville, Indiana

Three sisters: Lelia
Jones (husband:
Romer), Sidney,
Ohio, Rose Davidson, Hartford
City, Indiana, and Ruby Imel (hus-
band: Carl), Pennville, Indiana

Four grandchildren
She was preceded in death by a

daughter, Tuesday Pattison; and
her parents, Ralph and Margaret
Hartman.

Visitation will be held on Satur-
day, Jan. 23, 2020, from 10 to 11 a.m.
at Williamson-Spencer and Penrod

Funeral Home in Pennville. A serv-
ice to celebrate Pauline’s life will
follow at 11 a.m. on Saturday at the
funeral home. Burial will follow in
IOOF Twin Hill Cemetery in Pen-
nville.

Memorials may be directed to
Pennville Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment.  

Condolences may be expressed at
williamsonspencer.com. 

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publish-

es death notices for those with a con-
nection to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary services.

Obituaries

Hartman

SERVICES
Thursday

Guntle, Donald: 11 a.m.,
Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church, 506 E. Walnut
St., Portland.

Friday
Jobe, Billy: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Saturday
Hartman, Pauline: 11 a.m.,

190 S. Union St., Pennville.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

Pence set to head home

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

CR almanac
Thursday

1/21
Friday 
1/22

Saturday
1/23

Sunday
1/24

Monday
1/25

40/24 29/16 29/22 36/30 37/25
Warmest

temperatures
all week
under mostly
sunny skies
with a west
wind of about
15 mph.

Warmer
during the
day but cool-
er at night
under mostly
cloudy skies.

Warmer
under cloudy
skies with a
40% chance
of a rain-snow
mix between
9 p.m. and 3
a.m.

Cool dur-
ing the day
but warmer at
night under
mostly sunny
skies. No
snow project-
ed.

Cooler
with tempera-
tures in the
teens at
night. Mostly
cloudy, 10 to
15 mph north-
west wind.

Markets

On Jan. 20, 1986,
the United States
observed the first feder-
al holiday in honor of
slain civil rights leader
Martin Luther King Jr.

In 1265, England’s
first representative
Parliament met for the
first time.

In 1801, Secretary of
State John Marshall
was nominated by Pres-
ident John Adams to be
chief  justice of  the
United States. (Mar-
shall would be sworn in
on Feb. 4, 1801.)

In 1887, the U.S. Sen-
ate approved an agree-
ment to lease Pearl Har-
bor in Hawaii as a
naval base.

In 1937, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt
became the first chief
executive to be inaugu-
rated on Jan. 20 instead
of  March 4.

In 1942, Nazi offi-
cials held the notorious
Wannsee conference,

during which they
arrived at their “final
solution” that called for
exterminating
Europe’s Jews.

In 1961, John F.
Kennedy was inaugu-
rated as the 35th Presi-
dent of  the United
States.

In 1964, Capitol
Records released the
album “Meet the Beat-
les!”

In 1971, a fire
destroyed a barn on the
property of  E.M. South-
wood in Noble Town-
ship. Items lost that
were inside the barn
included a camping
trailer, boat and farm
machinery.

In 1981, Iran
released 52 Americans
it had held hostage for
444 days, minutes after
the presidency had
passed from Jimmy
Carter to Ronald Rea-
gan.

—AP and The CR

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................5.21
Wheat ......................6.39

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................5.24
Feb. corn ..................5.24

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................5.10
Feb. corn ..................5.15
Beans ......................13.55
Feb. beans ..............13.55
Wheat ...................... 6.63
Feb. wheat .............. 6.63

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................5.06
Feb. corn ..................5.08
Beans ......................13.52
Feb. beans ..............13.52
Wheat ...................... 6.54
March wheat .......... 6.56

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................4.87
Feb. corn ..................4.89
Beans ......................13.27
Feb. beans ..............13.37
Wheat ......................6.39
Feb. wheat ................6.39

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot:
$730 million

Mega Millions
10-19-26-28-50 
Mega Ball: 16
Megaplier: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$970 million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 4-6-4
Daily Four: 2-1-5-2
Quick Draw: 12-16-17-

21-26-32-38-42-50-51-52-55-
58-59-64-68-73-77-78-79

Evening
Daily Three: 2-1-9

Daily Four: 00-4-5-3
Quick Draw: 6-7-12-27-

28-30-31-33-34-50-54-55-60-
61-67-68-72-77-78-80

Cash 5: 5-9-31-35-43
Estimated jackpot:

$364,000

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 8-3-1
Pick 4: 3-9-4-5
Pick 5: 8-7-7-4-9
Evening
Pick 3: 9-1-2
Pick 4: 2-0-9-6
Pick 5: 6-8-5-7-1
Rolling Cash: 5-10-22-

32-39
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000

Today
4 p.m. — Portland Avi-

ation Board, airport
conference room, 661 W.
county road 100 North.

Thursday
1 p.m. — Jay County

Commissioners execu-
tive session, commis-
sioners’ room, court-

house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

6 p.m. — Redkey Town
Council, park cabin, 200
S. Mooney St.

Friday
8 a.m. — Portland

Redevelopment Com-
mission, room 205, John
Jay Center for Learn-
ing, 101 S. Meridian St.

Continued from page 1
The proposal deviates from a

previously discussed monthly
charge to Portland residents to
the tune of  a projected $6 to $7 a
month.

But to pay for these projects in
their entirety, that rate could’ve
been $10 to $11 a month, accord-
ing to Baker Tilly. The city cur-
rently does not have a stormwa-
ter tax.

“That’s pretty steep for a first-
time stormwater fee coming out

of  nowhere,” said Ross Hagen of
Baker Tilly during the meeting.

A lack of  assurance from a
newly established stormwater
fee would also make it unlikely
the city could secure a bond off
of  it alone, Hagen said, but
rolling the fee into property
taxes would give bonders more
confidence the debt will be
repaid.

To create a tax levy, Portland
would have to establish a
stormwater board separate

from the city’s board of  works,
but the board’s annual budget
and the creation of  a tax levy
would have to be approved by
city council.

In 2020, Portland awarded con-
tracts to Butler, Fairman and
Seufert and Wessler Engineer-
ing to engineer the creation of  a
detention pond and a overhaul
of  the Meridian Street drainage
system, respectively.

In other business, council
members Matt Goldsworthy,

Janet Powers, Michele Brewster,
Dave Golden, Mike Aker and
McClung, absent Don Gillespie:

•Learned from city clerk-trea-
surer Lori Phillips that $117,000
of  unspent money from the 2020
budget will be rolled over to the
current year’s budget.

•Was updated by Boggs on his
conversations with city depart-
ment heads last week on poten-
tial public safety projects that
they anticipate over the next
few years, the most expensive of

which is a new million-dollar
ladder truck for the Portland
Fire Department.

•Heard a comment on national
issues from McClung, who was
re-elected as council president.
“It’s my firm belief  that the elec-
tions were free and fair. In all
my studies of  government —
and I consider myself  a student
of  government — (President-
elect Joe) Biden won, and any-
body that tells you different is
wrong.”

Proposal ...

Failed to stop
Snow on the roads led to

a Portland man failing to
stop and eventually driv-
ing into another vehicle on
Meridian Street in Port-
land at 6:18 a.m. Saturday.

Brian A. Blount, 48, was
westbound on Arch Street
when he attempted to stop
at the stop sign at Meridi-
an Street. He failed to do
so, and drove into the pas-
senger side of  a west-
bound 2007 Hyundai
Elantra being driven by
Brannon W. Shortt, 30,
Portland.

Blount was driving a
1998 Buick Century regis-
tered to Alisa A. Blount,
Portland. Damage was
estimated between $10,000
and $25,000.

Cat-crash fever
A Portland woman

attempted to avoid driving
into a cat and ended up

driving into a parked car
at the Pier-Mac Plastics
Inc. parking lot at 1000 N.
Morton St., Portland, at
5:44 a.m. Thursday.

Tyra Bait, 34, was north-
bound in the parking lot in
her 2008 Ford Escape when
she missed the cat and
drove into a parked 2013
Toyota Tacoma registered
to Ralph W. Dennis, Econo-
my.

Damage was estimated
between $2,500 and $5,000.

Circle K accident
Damage was estimated

between $1,000 and $2,500
after a Dunkirk man drove
into a guard post at the
Circle K gas station at 325
N. Meridian St., Portland,
at 5:55 a.m. Saturday.

Michael O. Conatser, 58,
was pulling into the park-
ing lot in his 2015 Ford
F150 when he drove into
the pole.

Failed to yield
A Pennville woman

failed to yield to oncoming
traffic, driving into the side
of  a Portland man’s car at
the intersection of  Arch
and Commerce streets in
Portland at 9:30 a.m. Satur-
day.

Andrea N. Wentz, 22,
stopped while northbound
on Commerce Street and
proceeded through the
intersection and into the
passenger side of  a west-
bound 2004 GMC Sierra
being driven by Timothy W.
High, 61, who had the right-
of-way and did not have to
stop at the intersection.

Wentz was driving a 2005
Chevy Cobalt. Damage was
estimated between $10,000
and $25,000.

Walmart accident
Damage was estimated

between $1,000 and $2,500
after a Huntington man

backed into a parked car in
the parking lot of  Walmart,
950 W. Votaw St., Portland,
at about 5 p.m. Tuesday.

Aaron M. Franks, 24, was
backing his 2005 Chevy
Trail Blazer out of  a park-
ing spot when he backed it
into a parked 2016 Chevy
Malibu registered to Denise
D. Stewart, Ridgeville.

Felled limb
A tree limb fell on an

eastbound semi south of
East Jay Elementary at 9:30
a.m. Monday in Portland,
causing an estimated $1,000
to $2,500 in damage.

Michael A. Hughes, 59,
Muncie, was eastbound on
River Road approaching
Wayne Street when he
drove into a low-hanging
limb, which fell on the pas-
senger-side of  the 2007
Freightliner he was driving
registered to Perfection
Distribution LLC in Lans-
ing, Michigan.

Capsule Reports

Judge Gail Dues
Fined and sentenced

Krysta L. Graft, 20, 6121 E. 500
South, Dunkirk, pleaded guilty to
possession of  marijuana, a Class B
misdemeanor — She was sentenced
to 180 days in Jay County Jail with
all but 10 days of  her sentence sus-
pended. She was placed on proba-
tion for 170 days, assessed court
costs of  $185 and ordered to pay $350
for a substance abuse program and
$200 in drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correction fees. As
part of  her plea agreement, a Class
C misdemeanor charge of  posses-
sion of  paraphernalia was dis-
missed.

Zachary T. Ingram, 32, 633 W. 200
North, Portland, pleaded guilty to
possession of  marijuana, a Class A

misdemeanor — He was sentenced
to 268 days in Jay County Jail and
given 268 days credit for 134 days
served. He was assessed court costs
of  $185 and ordered to pay $200 in
drug abuse, prosecution, interdic-
tion and correction fees.

Deferrals
Indiana v. Chasen A. Dibattiste,

operating a vehicle while intoxicat-
ed, Class C misdemeanor

Cases filed
The Farmers & Merchants State

Bank v. Kenneth Moriarity, civil col-
lection

Shonda L. Scott v. Bryan L. Scott,
dissolution

LVNV Funding LLC v. Tonya T.
Timmons, civil collection

Indiana v. Mark A. Binegar, crimi-
nal misdemeanor

Indiana v. Austin L. Smith, crimi-
nal misdemeanor

Indiana v. Preston M. Gillum, crim-
inal misdemeanor

Indiana v. Antoine R. Whitfield,
Level 6 felony

Indiana v. Joseph E. Byrley, Level 6
felony

Indiana v. Michael R. Coleman,
criminal misdemeanor

Hannah M. Lykins v. Chad Lykins
Jr., dissolution

Sonnek and Goldblatt Ltd. v. There-
sa Hurst and Ruby Maynard, civil col-
lection

Indiana v. Damian C. Lautzenheis-
er, criminal misdemeanor

Indiana v. Heather N. Bilbrey, crim-
inal misdemeanor

Jay Superior Court

Possession
A Portland woman was arrested

Tuesday on an alleged charge for
unlawfully possessing a syringe.

Cheryl A. Johnston, 46, was pre-
liminarily charged a Level 6 felony
for the crime, a Level 6 felony for
maintaining a common nuisance

and a Class C misdemeanor for
possession of  paraphernalia. Her
bond from Jay County Jail is
$3,000.

Felony arrests



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-

nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

STRESS AND ANXIETY
CLASS — Meets each
Wednesday at 2nd Chance
at Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information, call
(206) 726-9625 or (260) 703-
0534.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Thursday at
Asbury United Methodist
Church, 204 E. Arch St. in
Portland. Come early for a
meal. For more informa-
tion, call Kevin Culy at
(260) 251-2843.

SENIOR CITIZENS
CARD CLUB — Will meet
at 1 p.m. on the first, sec-
ond, third and fifth Thurs-
day of  each month at Jay
Community Center.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Quality Drive Away, Inc. needs CDL drivers with EXPERIENCE to
deliver Motorhomes, Trucks, Buses, and Tractors throughout

the USA. We have 20+ pickup locations. Must have DOT
physical and bewilling to keep logs. No DUIs in last 10

years, and cleanMVR. Some Non-CDL positions available.

Driven to Be the Best! TM

OVER 30 YEARS OF SERVICE

Apply Online at
www.qualitydriveaway.com

or call 574-642-2023

Community Calendar

BY TED KOOSER
U.S. Poet Laureate

Arizonan Alberto Rios
probably observed this
shamel ash often, its year-
round green leaves never
changing. On this particu-
lar day, however, he recog-
nizes a difference — a yel-
low leaf. In doing so he
offers us a glimpse of  how

something small yet unex-
pected may stay with us.

Little things
remembered

Editor’s Note: This col-
umn (40) is a reprint from
the American Life in Poet-
ry archive. We do not
accept unsolicited manu-
scripts. American Life in
Poetry is made possible by
The Poetry Foundation
(www.poetryfoundation.o
rg), publisher of  Poetry
magazine. It is also sup-
ported by the Department
of  English at the Universi-
ty of  Nebraska, Lincoln.

Reprinted from The
Smallest Muscle in the
Human Body, Copper
Canyon Press, 2002, by
permission of  the author.
Introduction copyright
@2021 by The Poetry
Foundation. The intro-
duction’s author, Ted
Kooser, served as United
States Poet Laureate Con-
sultant in Poetry to the
Library of  Congress from
2004-2006.

American
Life in Poetry

A Yellow Leaf

A yellow leaf  in the branches

Of  a shamel ash

In the front yard;

I see it, a yellow leaf

Among so many.

Nothing distinguishes it,

Nothing striking, striped, stripped,

Strident, nothing

More than its yellow

On this day,

Which is enough, which makes me

Think of  it later in the day,

Remember it in conversation

With a friend,

Though I do not mention it—

A yellow leaf  on a shamel ash

On a clear day

In an Arizona winter,

A January like so many.

DEAR ABBY: My 25-year-old son
has been dating a girl for two or
three months. She seems very nice.
She has two children and is preg-
nant with her third child. She’s
due in three months. The child is
not my son’s. 

I was told by some friends of  my
son that he’s planning to sign the
birth certificate as the father. He
understands the implications.
How do I convince him that,
although he feels like he and this
girl will be together for the long
haul, this is a poor decision to
make, especially because of  the
short length of  time they have
been dating? — TOO MUCH, TOO
SOON

DEAR TOO MUCH, TOO
SOON: Although it can be diffi-
cult to convince someone in the
throes of  new love, you and
your son’s friends should urge
him to discuss this with a
lawyer before signing ANY-
THING. He needs input from
someone who is not emotionally
involved and can explain the
legal ramifications of  what he’s
considering. 

Not all romances have story-
book endings, but if  this rela-
tionship leads to marriage in
the future, he can always adopt
or provide financially for the
child if  he wishes. I sincerely
hope you and the others who
care about him can get through
to your son.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My college-aged

granddaughter is no longer speak-
ing to me, answering my phone

calls or allowing her other grand-
mother (who raised her) to post
anything on Facebook where I can
see what she is doing. 

My granddaughter came to live
with me last summer because she
worked a summer job here. I asked
her if  she was gay, not because I
think she is but as a prelude to a
conversation about not allowing
other girls to recruit her into a
same-sex relationship as I saw in
college and while teaching public
school. Although I tried to explain,
things have grown progressively
worse.

My son and her mother married
when she was 7 and divorced when
she was 13. Over the years, I
worked hard to develop and main-
tain a relationship with her. Now,
she has told the other grandmoth-
er that she will never speak to me
again. Was what I did so bad, and
what should I do now? — OTHER
GRANDMOTHER IN NORTH CAR-
OLINA

DEAR OTHER: What you said
wasn’t “bad,” but it was misin-
formed and heavy-handed.
While same-sex relationships
do happen in high school and
college, young people don’t usu-
ally indulge unless they are

already at least bi-curious.
Even then, straight people don’t
suddenly “turn gay.” 

Your granddaughter may still
be trying to figure out her sexu-
al orientation, which could be
why she has reacted so strongly.
If  you are wise, you will allow
her the time she needs to sort it
out, rather than push or panic.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My daughter and I

have a wonderful relationship. But
I am very upset because she listens
in on the speaker phone to every
conversation I have with my 11-
year-old grandson. I really believe
we should have privacy, and I
think it’s strange that she does
this. Is she justified, since she
knows I’m disturbed by speaker-
phones in general? — CON-
CERNED NANA IN THE EAST

DEAR CONCERNED: You
wrote that you have a wonder-
ful relationship with your
daughter. Have you asked her
why she feels monitoring your
calls to your grandson is justi-
fied? From my perspective, her
behavior may be hypervigilant,
but whether it is justified isn’t
a question that someone who
isn’t familiar with your family
dynamics can answer.

••••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com
or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

Son may be rushing fatherhood
Dear
Abby

The murder of  Garnett Ginn of
Portland has been unsolved for 71
years.

A new look at the case is sched-
uled for next month.

Mike Medler, a Portland resi-
dent and retired Indiana State
Police officer and director of  the
Indianapolis –– Marion Forensic
Crime Lab, will discuss the case
as part of  John Jay Center for
Learning’s Senior Learning
series. The discussion will be held
via Facebook Live at 1 p.m. Feb. 4.

Ginn, a Portland High School
teacher, was found dead in her
garage in 1950.

Scholarship offered
Helena Agri-Enterprises

announced recently that it will
award a $1,000 Helena Home-
Grown Scholarship.

The scholarship is open to a
2020-21 high school senior who
will pursue a degree in agricul-
ture or science. The deadline to
apply is Jan. 31, and winners will
be announced by the end of
March.

For more information, visit
helenahomegrown.com.

Beatles art in Blackford
You won’t need a “Ticket to

Ride” into Blackford County to
see some John Lennon art for
free.

A new exhibit at the Blackford
County Arts Center titled “Only
Imagine” will feature art from
the famed Beatles guitarist and
Hartford City native John Knox
daily until Feb. 18.

The original art from Lennon
were donated to the center by
David Hodges.

The Blackford County Arts
center located at 107 W. Washing-
ton St., Hartford City, is open
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Monday

through Thursday except Tues-
days, when it is open from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.

New workout for seniors
Just in time to satisfy New

Year’s Resolutions, there’s a new
workout program designed for
older adults.

LifeStream Services has a new
video-based workout program
from Geri-Fit that is designed to
help seniors build strength.
Videos last 45 minutes and can
be downloaded and followed
along from the safety of  their
home.

The Geri-Fit program can
increase muscular strength,
improve balance and coordina-
tion, boost motor skills and reac-
tion time, enhance flexibility
and gait, lessen arthritic condi-
tions, and help manage chronic
disease, according to a
LifeStream press release.

To learn more about the pro-
gram, visit the website
lifestreaminc.org/wellness or
call (800) 589-1121.

1950s cold case rehashed
Taking
Note
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The term “winter sports” has
always struck me as something
of  an oxymoron, a contradiction
in terms.

After all, winter is supposed to
be spent inside, by a roaring fire
if  possible, cuddled under multi-
ple blankets if  that can be
arranged, and preferably with a
warm mug of  something nearby.

Oh, sure, I confess to enjoying
the act of  shoveling snow now
and then. (My enjoyment tends to
peak with the first real snowfall
of  the season and trend down-
ward, sometimes sharply down-
ward, from there.)

I also love a hike in a quiet
woods after a big snow, when
there are no other tracks on the

trail and the silence is like some-
thing out of  God’s biggest cathe-
dral.

And I’ll admit to throwing my
share of  snowballs over the
years.

But sports? In winter?
That’s something I’ve always

filed under “Things Other People
Do.”

Part of  that is a result of  grow-
ing up in the Midwest.

My big brother, Steve, who fell
in love with a young woman from
Minnesota and who has lived in
Minneapolis most of  his adult
life, has a theory about this.

Steve figures that the love of
winter sports is all about having
enough winter.

In Minnesota, they have plenty.
More than enough.

So the ponds freeze over early
and stay frozen. The skates come
out, the hockey sticks and pucks
come out, and they stay out for
months.

The same with snow. An invest-
ment in cross country skis in
Indiana or Ohio might seem a lit-
tle iffy, but in Minnesota there’s
enough winter to make those dol-
lars well spent.

For those of  us south of  Chica-

go, my brother’s theory goes,
there’s not enough consistent
winter to justify hockey or skiing
or figure skating.

Instead, we’ll have snow for
several days, then gray skies and
gloom, then a thaw, then a puny
snowfall. Back and forth.

It’s enough to drive you inside.
Into a barn.
A barn with a basketball hoop.
In other words, a gymnasium.
So kids who might otherwise

be icing the puck — or whatever
the heck it is they do with the
puck — grab a basketball instead.

And Hoosier Hysteria is born.
It may be a cultural thing, but

it’s also a climate thing.
While I understand all that, I

still have not been able to fathom
my wife’s fondness for winter

sports, particularly the Winter
Olympics.

This is a woman whose skiing
career ended at the bottom of  the
bunny slope with an injury that
put her on crutches.

But when the Winter Games
arrive, she is there.

Assuming there are enough
blankets and there’s a warm mug
of  something nearby, I’ll be with
her, feigning interest in competi-
tion after competition: Ski jumps,
slaloms, hockey, speed skating,
even figure skating.

Until it’s time for curling.
And that’s when I check out.
While the Olympians will be

sweeping snow off  the ice to let
the stone slide as far as possible,
I’ll grab a broom and sweep the
kitchen floor.

Winter sports? Nah, grab a broom

The Washington Post
Fifty-seven vials con-

taining more than 500
doses of  the Moderna
coronavirus vaccine
were removed from a
pharmacy refrigerator by
an employee in a Wiscon-
sin medical center last
month — inadvertently,
officials said at first, and
then they revised their
statement. The act was
intentional.

The inoculations
against the coronavirus
rolling out around the
country are the targets of
intense disinformation
campaigns that have
spurred concerns about
safety and efficacy, even
among health-care work-
ers. Leaders of  long-
standing anti-vaccine
groups see this pivotal
moment as a prime
opportunity to leverage
the rumor-mongering
infrastructure they’ve
built over the course of
years. 

The Post reports that
members of  the National
Vaccine Information
Center are coordinating a
“master narrative” that
the virus isn’t a threat
and that the safeguards
against it are. They’re
ballooning isolated
instances of  side effects
into proof  of  general
dangerousness; homing
in on prominent online
health influencers to
spread their propaganda;
and targeting African
American communities
whose fraught history
with the medical commu-
nity has primed them for
skepticism.

The best antidote to
bad information is good
information. Trickier is
figuring out how to
administer it. Removing
false claims is nigh
impossible for platforms
to do at scale without too
much slipping through
the cracks, and studies
show the practice some-
times only makes people
more eager for what they
start to see as suppressed
knowledge. 

Applying fact checks
and reducing algorithmic
spread can help. Yet at
the core of  this conun-
drum is the question of
trust. Experts suggest
“pre-bunking,” or antici-
pating lies and filling the
void before their arrival
with facts. They also
emphasize the need for
honesty about where the
vaccine is imperfect,
such as with adverse
reactions, unanticipated
side effects and imperfect
efficacy. 

Members of  the public
need to be assured ahead

of  time that these issues
do exist, that they aren’t
evidence of  widespread
harm and that no one is
trying to hide anything
from them.

The public also needs
to hear all this in the
right places, from the
right people. That means
responsible reporting
from media outlets,
whether it comes from a
national newspaper’s edi-
torial page or a local
daily’s lead story. The
messenger can matter as
much as the message,
especially in insular
communities suspicious
of  vaccines in particular
or the government gener-
ally. 

The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion can probably do
much less to persuade an
ultra-Orthodox Jewish
community to get its
shots than can a nearby
synagogue with whom
the agency might partner.
Physicians should be
trained in how to assuage
patients’ fears; individu-
als should be taught how
to assuage the fears of
their loved ones. The
forces that seek to sow
doubt are determined
and disciplined. 

Those who hope to
build faith in these life-
saving vaccines must be
similarly committed.

Good information
is the best antidote

By MICHAEL J. HICKS
The essential basis of  an economy

is trust. As the founding father of  eco-
nomics, Adam Smith noted an econo-
my “... can seldom flourish in any
state in which there is not a certain
degree of  confidence in the justice of
government.” Our modern world sub-
sists almost wholly on a high degree
of  trust in the justice and capacity of
government, business and house-
holds.

Thus, among the many crimes com-
mitted by the insurrectionists of  Jan-
uary 6, 2021 was a full-fledged attack
on the American economy. It was an
assault upon the ‘confidence in the
justice of  government’ not only by a
few tens of  thousands of  protestors,
but among far too many elected offi-
cials, including members of  Congress
and the president. It is they who must
reckon with an event whose lawless-
ness demands terse retelling.

On January 6, 2021, our Congress
and vice president met to fulfill a
solemn, if  mostly symbolic, Constitu-
tional duty to certify election results
from states. Outside, on the streets of
our Capitol, the president caused to
assemble a crowd of  many tens of
thousands. This angry crowd was
fueled by dozens of  political groups
and members of  Congress. These peo-
ple were carefully groomed for weeks
to believe the Big Lie, that the 2020
election was fraudulent or stolen.

Nearly every elected official of  the
Republican Party participated in this
Big Lie. For many, the support
amounted to no more than what first
seemed a banal statement about elec-
toral fraud. For others, including the
president, a dozen senators and two-
thirds of  the House, it was a full-
throated, unambiguous, immoral and
deeply anti-American falsehood.

Filled with the deceptiveness of
this Big Lie, stoked by the fiery rheto-
ric of  the president, this crowed
attacked Congress. They stormed the
physical center of  American democ-
racy with calls to kill the vice presi-
dent and members of  Congress. They
paraded both NAZI and Confederate
flags through the halls of  Congress,
something Hitler’s generals could
never imagine. They disgustingly
tore down Old Glory, replacing it with
a Trump banner. They hunted mem-
bers of  Congress, stole classified
information and defecated upon the
walls of  Congress. Meanwhile, others
amused themselves by bludgeoning a
dying police officer with the Ameri-
can flag. This was not a protest, nor

was it an accident. In the words of  the
Joint Chiefs of  Staff, it was sedition
and insurrection.

The U.S. election of  2020 was not
fraudulent or stolen. Every elected
Republican leader knew this when
they awoke on January 6th. They
knew it in November, and they know
it now. Some Hoosiers, like Vice Pres-
ident Pence, Senator Young and Rep.
Bucshon backed away from the Big
Lie and its anti-American message
before the insurrection started.
Against what we now know were
threats of  terrorism they fulfilled
their duty and oath of  office. Others
scurried away from the Big Lie only
after Congress was stormed.

But, amid the stench-filled, bloody
and battered Halls of  Congress, four
Hoosiers were among the more than
100 members of  Congress voted to
sustain the Big Lie. They must now
explain how this vote was consistent
with their oath to support and defend
the Constitution against all enemies,
foreign and domestic. I do not believe
they can do so convincingly.

As I write, the assault on our
Republic and our economy continues.
Due to this insurrection, nearly a full
infantry division has been deployed
to defend the Capitol. This is the
result of  the Big Lie and the inability
of  the Republican Party to confront
the historic lawlessness of  President
Trump. It is time to do so, and make
clear to every American citizen of  the
historic danger this insurrection
brought to our nation.

Now, I don’t wish to draw any false
equivalence between this insurrec-
tion and other dark days in American
history. When compared to 9/11,
Nixon’s resignation or Pearl Harbor,
this insurrection is a far graver risk
to our Constitution. The Big Lie
brought to Washington, D.C. a violent
mob, a president and members of
Congress willing to sustain a perni-
cious and vividly obvious lie to
thwart a peaceful transfer of  power.
Not since Gettysburg has our Consti-
tution been more at risk.

It is too early to judge the damage
this insurrection has done to our

economy. The dark forces that assem-
bled a crowd to attack the Capitol
remain among us, damaging “confi-
dence in the justice of  government.”
No one understands the risk to our
economy better than American busi-
nesses. Rarely, if  ever, has the Ameri-
ca’s private sector responded as
quickly and forcefully as they have
done so this week.

Those who propagated lies about
the election find themselves shed-
ding financial supporters. Eli Lilly,
Walmart and General Motors have
all suspended support for those who
voted against the certification of  the
2020 election. More will follow suit,
eviscerating future political cam-
paigns. A number of  insurrectionist
groups, masquerading as conserva-
tive organizations will disappear in
the weeks to come. America’s busi-
nesses are keenly aware that our
Constitution provides the platform
for free commerce.

Likewise, those platforms of  insur-
rection on social media find them-
selves unwelcomed from the market-
places that enabled their communi-
cations. Those who stoke insurrec-
tion find themselves without access
to social media accounts. The same
Constitution that protects their right
to speak does not obligate the rest of
us to do business with them. They
deserve the same commercial consid-
eration an Al Qaeda propogandist or
Joseph Goebbels would receive —
none.

I am guardedly hopeful we can con-
tain the economic fallout of  this
insurrection. It comes at a difficult
time, with the nation battered by a
global recession and pandemic. The
best way to limit damage is to punish
traitors and demand that those who
spread the Big Lie renounce their dis-
honesty. We must acknowledge that
the Constitution — not race, ethnici-
ty or religion — must be central to
our identity as an American. And
finally, we must all acknowledge the
results of  a just and fair election that
brought Joe Biden into office. We
must also never forget this terror-
fueled attack on the United States of
America and its aim to damage “con-
fidence in the justice of  govern-
ment.”

•••••••••
Hicks is the director of  the Center

for Business and Economic
Research and the George and Frances
Ball distinguished professor of  eco-
nomics in the Miller College of  Busi-
ness at Ball State University. 

It was not a protest or an accident
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Continued from page 1
“Coming off  2020, I’m con-

vinced 2021 can be the best ever,”
Holcomb said. “So the central
question before us all is, how can
we seize this day?”

In a new initiative, Holcomb
called for creation of  a Next
Level Regional Recovery pro-
gram aimed at improving quality
of  place and economic develop-
ment efforts among groups of
cities and counties around the
state.

It resembles the Regional
Cities Initiative that then-Gov.
Mike Pence pushed for in 2015
and awarded $42 million grants
toward three regional plans. Sup-
porters lauded its success, but
Holcomb and leaders of  the
Republican-dominate Legislature
didn’t pursue more money for it
in the two-year state budget
adopted in 2019.

“We are just at the beginning of
developing this initiative and will
work with members of  the Gener-
al Assembly and our mayors, our
county elected officials, economic
development officials and other
stakeholders, so we’re ready to

rock and roll when we have the
green light,” Holcomb said.

Holcomb also called on lawmak-
ers to approve $100 million toward
improving internet service in
rural areas of  the state and high-
lighted the state’s commitments to
completing the Interstate 69 exten-
sion project between Indianapolis
and Evansville that’s been under
construction since 2011 and
upgrades to the South Shore com-
muter rail line in northern Indi-
ana.

Holcomb last week proposed a
modest increase in school fund-
ing for the new state budget — 2%
during the first year and 1% in the
second year — while leaving for
later discussions with legislators
on taking up a report from a com-
mission he appointed two years
ago to recommend steps toward
boosting the state’s lagging
teacher pay.

“When — not ‘if ’ — when we do
this, we will be one of  the best in
the Midwest for teacher pay, and
we’ll be better able to attract and
retain teacher talent, including
attracting more minority candi-
dates,” Holcomb said.

Democrats faulted Holcomb and
legislative Republicans for not
taking more aggressive action on
the issue that has festered since
Republicans took full control of
state government a decade ago.

“This is a third State of  the
State in a row that I’ve heard the
governor make promises to
Hoosier educators that an
increase in pay is on the way,” said
House Democratic leader Phil
GiaQuinta of  Fort Wayne. “I know
Hoosier educators are tired of
empty promises.”

Holcomb only briefly referenced
the warnings about possible vio-
lent protests at state capitols
across the country that prompted
him to close the Indiana State-
house until Thursday and for leg-
islative leaders to call off  all busi-
ness this week. He didn’t discuss
last year’s protests in Indiana and
across the country against racial
injustice and police brutality even
while mentioning his hiring of  a
state equity officer and plans for
all state police troopers to wear
body cameras.

Senate Democratic leader Greg
Taylor of  Indianapolis said that

Holcomb should have talked about
calls from Black leaders for steps
such as banning police use of
chokeholds, along with ways the
state’s $2 billion in reserves could
help people suffering financially
during the pandemic, especially
those working in places such as
grocery stores and nursing homes.

“Many were paid wages that
they can’t even live on, they have
to have several jobs to make ends
meet,” Taylor said. “How does it
seem fair that we’re going to still
have Hoosiers after this pandemic
and people in these essential jobs
that can’t get paid a living wage of
living wage?”

Holcomb recorded the speech
earlier in the day, after previously
planning to give the speech live in
the Indiana House chamber before
a small audience. But that plan
was reconsidered following last
week’s protest warnings from the
FBI, said Earl Goode, Holcomb’s
chief  of  staff.

“Out of  that came the decision
that the simplest thing to do then
was to move to the studio, so it was
a combination of  both,” Goode
said.

By NINIEK KARMINI
and YUSUF WAHIL
Associated Press

MAMUJU, Indonesia —
Grocery stores, gas stations
and other shops were
reopening Wednesday in a
quake-hit Indonesian city
where debris still covered
streets and searchers con-
tinued to dig in the rubble
for more victims.

Immediate food and
water needs have been met
and the local government
has started to function
again in the hardest-hit city
of  Mamuju and the neigh-
boring district of  Majene
on Sulawesi island, the
National Disaster Mitiga-
tion Agency’s spokesperson

Raditya Jati said in a state-
ment.

Thousands of  people are
sleeping outdoors, fearing
aftershocks, and the streets
of  Mamuju were still cov-
ered in debris. Security offi-
cers toured the city in a
patrol van with a loud-
speaker, urging people to
observe COVID-19 health
protocols as reopened gas
stations and markets
attracted large crowds.

Disaster Task Force
Commander Firman
Dahlan said a navy hospital
ship, a university floating
hospital and field health
centers were providing
care to help overwhelmed
hospitals.

Holcomb ...

Cases down
INDIANAPOLIS —

Indiana health offi-
cials reported fewer
new coronavirus cases
and related hospital-
izations Tuesday as the
state’s downward
trend that began late
last year continued
into 2021.

Indiana recorded
2,756 new cases of
COVID-19, the second
straight day health
officials have reported
fewer than 3,000 cases,
the Indiana State
Department of  Health
said Tuesday in
its daily statistics
update. That brings the
number of  Hoosiers
known to have had the
coronavirus to 595,436.

The state agency
also reported that 2,332
Indiana residents were
hospitalized with
COVID-19 on Monday
— the fewest since
early November, after
the state saw a steep
increase beginning in
September for coron-
avirus deaths, hospi-
talizations and new
infections. Of  those
being treated, 525 were
in intensive care,
marking a nine-week
low.

Arrested
NEW YORK — A U.S.

Army soldier was
arrested Tuesday in
Georgia on terrorism
charges after he spoke
online about plots to
blow up New York
City’s 9/11 Memorial
and other landmarks
and attack U.S. soldiers
in the Middle East,
authorities said.

Cole James Bridges
of  Stow, Ohio, was in
custody on charges of
attempted material
support of  a terrorist
organization — the
Islamic State group —
and attempted murder
of  a military member,
said Nicholas Biase, a
spokesperson for Man-
hattan federal prosecu-
tors.

The 20-year-old sol-
dier, also known as
Cole Gonzales, was
with the Third
Infantry Division out
of  Fort Stewart, Geor-
gia, when he thought
he was communicating
with the Islamic State
online about the ter-
rorism plots, Biase
said.

Killed
MADRID — A pow-

erful explosion appar-
ently caused by a gas
leak ripped the facade
off  a residential build-
ing in central Madrid
on Wednesday, killing
two people and injur-
ing at least two more,
according to the
mayor.

The first images and
footage shared on
social media showed a
tower of  smoke com-
ing out from the six-
story building and rub-
ble scattered in Toledo
Street, near the city
center. Emergency
crews could be seen
aiding several people
on the ground.

—Associated Press

In review

Businesses open
after earthquake

By JILL COLVIN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — His
term at an end, President
Donald Trump said
farewell to Washington
today but also hinted about
a comeback despite a lega-
cy of  chaos, tumult and bit-
ter divisions in the country
he led for four years.

“So just a goodbye. We
love you,” Trump told sup-
porters at Joint Base
Andrews in Maryland
where he walked across a
red carpet and boarded Air
Force One to head to Flori-
da. “We will be back in
some form.”

Trump refused to partic-
ipate in any of  the symbol-
ic passing-of-the-torch tra-
ditions surrounding the
peaceful transition of
power, including inviting
the Joe and Jill Biden to
the White House for a get-
to-know-you visit.

He did follow at least one
tradition: The White House
said Trump left behind a
note for Biden. A Trump
spokesman, Judd Deere,
declined to say what
Trump wrote or character-
ize the sentiment in the
note, citing privacy for
communication between
presidents.

Members of  Trump’s
family gathered for the
send-off  on the military
base along with the presi-
dent’s loyalists, who chant-
ed “We love you!” “Thank
you, Trump” and “U.S.A.”
Four Army cannons fired a
21-gun salute.

Speaking without notes,
Trump said his presidency
was an “incredible four
years.” He told the crowd
that he and first lady Mela-
nia Trump loved them and
praised his family for its
hard work, saying they
could have chosen to have

an easier life.
“It’s been something

very special. We’ve accom-
plished a lot,” Trump said,
citing the installation of
conservative judges, cre-
ation of  the space force,
development of  coron-
avirus vaccines and man-
agement of  a robust pre-
pandemic economy. “I hope
they don’t raise your taxes,
but if  they do, I told you
so,” he said of  the incom-
ing Biden administration.

He acknowledged that
his was not a “regular
administration” and told
his backers that he would
be returning in some form.
He said the Trump cam-
paign had worked so hard:
“We’ve left it all on the
field,” he said. 

Without mentioning
Biden’s name, Trump
wished the new adminis-
tration great luck and suc-
cess, which he said would

be made easier because he
had laid “a foundation.”

“I will always fight for
you,” he told the crowd. “I
will be watching. I will be
listening.” 

Before arriving at the
airport, Trump told
reporters on the South
Lawn of  the White House
that being president had
been the honor of  his life-
time.

“We love the American
people, and again, it has
been something very spe-
cial,” he said over the
sound of  the Marine One
helicopter. “And I just want
to say goodbye but hopeful-
ly it’s not a long-term good-
bye. We’ll see each other
again.”

Aides had urged Trump,
the only president ever
impeached twice, to spend
his final days in office try-
ing to salvage his legacy by
highlighting his adminis-

tration’s achievements —
tax cuts, scaled-back feder-
al regulations, normalizing
relations in the Middle
East. But Trump largely
refused, taking a single trip
to the Texas border and
releasing a video in which
he pledged to his support-
ers that “the movement we
started is only just begin-
ning.” In his final hours,
Trump issued pardons for
more than 140 people,
including his former
strategist, rap performers,
ex-members of  Congress
and other allies of  him and
his family.

Trump will retire to
Florida with a small group
of  former White House
aides. 

White House cleaning
crews worked overnight
and were still going as the
sun rose to get the building
ready for its new occu-
pants.

Trump bids D.C. farewell

Bloomberg/Al Drago

President Trump and Melania Trump exit the White House on Wednesday before boarding Marine One on the South Lawn
in Washington, D.C. Trump later gave his farewell address from Joint Base Andrews in Maryland. “It’s been something very special,”
he said. “We’ve accomplished a lot.”
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

Local Agent

260-418-9492

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available! Get
GotW3 with lightning fast
speeds plus take your
service with you when
you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-877-327-
0930
ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
AT&T TV - The Best of
Live & On-Demand On
All Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE Pack-
age, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Pre-
mium Channels at No
Charge for One Year!
Anytime, anywhere.
Some restrictions apply.
W/ 24-mo. agmt (TV
price higher in 2nd year.)
Regional Sports Fee up
to $8.49/mo. is extra &
applies. Call IVS 1-844-
412-9997
ATTENTION: OXYGEN
Users! Gain freedom
with a Portable Oxygen
Concentrator! No more
heavy tanks and refills!
Guaranteed Lowest
Prices! Call the Oxygen
Concentrator Store: 866-
770-6849
BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution. Call
for Your Free Author`s
Guide 1-888-965-1444
or visit http://dorrancein-
fo.com/hoosier

COMPUTER ISSUES?
GEEKS ON SITE pro-
vides FREE diagnosis
REMOTELY 24/7 SERV-
ICE DURING COVID19.
No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon
86407! Restrictions apply.
888-715-8176
DENIED SOCIAL Securi-
ty Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attorneys
can help get you
approved! No money out
of pockets! Call 1-855-
995-4758
DIAGNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER? You
may qualify for a substan-
tial cash award. NO Obli-
gation, NO risk! We’ve
recovered millions. Let us
help you!! Call 24/7, 844-
284-4920
DIRECTV - Every live
football game, every Sun-
day - anywhere - on your
favorite device. Restric-
tions apply. Call IVS - 1-
888-885-8931
DISH Network. $59.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo.
(where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa
Gift Card. FREE Voice
Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today! 1-
855-551-9764
DONATE YOUR CAR TO
CHARITY! FAST FREE
PICKUP-24 HR
RESPONSE! Help Chil-
dren in Need, Support
Breast Cancer Educa-
tion/Prevention or Veter-
ans. Tax Deduction 844-
820-9099
EARTHLINK HIGH
Speed Internet. As Low
As $14.95/month (for the
first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and More!
Call Earthlink Today 1-
855-977-7069
GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for
non-payment. 833-535-
1043

HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing, avail-
ability to find the best
service for your needs.
Starting at $39.99/month!
Quickly compare offers
from top providers. Call 1-
844-961-0666
LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guaran-
tee highest quality, most
competitive pricing on
CBD products. Softgels,
Oils, Skincare, Vape &
more. Coupon Code:
PRINT20 Call Now 833-
226-3105
LOOKING TO SELL your
Home? Save time &
money, connect with the
Top Agents in your area to
get more MONEY and
close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781
MOVING OUT of state in
the next 30-60 days?
Don’t get taken for a ride!
Moving APT offers a
PRICE MATCH GUAR-
ANTEE and RISK FREE
RESERVATIONS. Carri-
ers are all licensed and
bonded. Free quote! Call
1-844-875-1997
NEED HELP with Family
Law? Can’t Afford a
$5,000 Retainer?
www.familycourtdirect.co
m/Family/Law - Low Cost
Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help
Now! Call 1-888-417-
4602 Mon-Fri 7am to 4
pm PCT
NEW STARTING Base
Pay - .50 cpm w/ option to
make .60 cpm for Class A
CDL Flatbed Drivers,
Excellent Benefits, Home
Weekends, Call 800-648-
9915 or www.boydand-
sons.com
OWN LAND IN INDI-
ANA? Our Hunters will
Pay Top $$$ to lease your
land. Call now for free info
packet 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeas-
ing.com/Ref# IN11721
SERIOUSLY INJURED in
an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SMART HOME Installa-
tions? Geeks on Site will
install your WIFI, Door-
bells, Cameras, Home
Theater Systems & Gam-
ing Consoles. $20 OFF
coupon 42537! (Restric-
tions apply) 855-668-
0067
WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC - Timeshare
Cancellation Experts -
Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free
informational package
and learn how to get rid of
your timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 posi-
tive reviews. Call 877-
329-1207

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/ word 
3 insertions.......96¢/ word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper is

12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,

wanted to rent, motorized
vehicles, real estate and

mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane socie-
ty can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

Hi and Lois

Agnes

Rose is Rose

Peanuts

SPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

Beetle Bailey

Snuffy Smith

Blondie

Funky Winkerbean

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
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PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Fleece
Blankets, Appliqué, Zip-
pers, Hemming, Memory
T-Shirt, Special Orders
260.766.9334 

WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
LARRY VANSKYOCK
AND SONS Siding, roof-
ing, windows, drywall
and finish, kitchens and
bathrooms, laminated
floors, additions. Call
260-726-9597 or 260-
729-7755. 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Sapphire’s

Reception Center, 1100
W Votaw St, Portland,

IN
Saturday, January 23,

2021
10:00 AM

Property Location: 447
N Charles Street, Port-
land. 3-bedroom, 3-bath,
brick ranch-style home.
H&R .22cal revolvers;

Stevens 16ga; coins; sil-
ver jewelry; wristwatch-

es.
Oak furniture; Victorian
chairs/loveseat; curios;

Marble-top end
tables/coffee table;
steins; miniatures &
advertising items.

3 rocker-recliners; gr
father clock;

washer/dryer; roll-away
toolbox;

shop/hand/lawn/garden
tools; kitchen appli-

ances; handicap acces-
sories. much more.
Phil Hanlin Estate

Shawver Auctioneering
& Real Estate
AC31800004

Visit
www.auctionzip.com &
www.auctionsoft.com
Auctioneer ID #4243 To

See Pictures.
Pete D. Shawver
AU19700040
260-726-5587
Zane Shawver
AU10500168
260-729-2229  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County
Fairgrounds, Portland,

IN
Saturday, Janurary 23th,

2021
10:00am

Furniture; Stack-on 8
gun cabinet; Kirby; full-
size bed; primitive chim-
ney cupboard; Haier

fridge; Amana
washer/dryer; Frigidaire
flat-top stove; Boyd’s
Bears; glass carboy;

electric fireplace; buggy
wheels; kitchen smalls;
dressers; night stands;
China; glassware;
Corelle; fans; floor

lamps; 3 deer mounts.
1994 Honda Goldwing;
trailer; air-compressor;
hand tools; saws; gar-
den tools; much more.
Klotz Family, Cavanaugh

Family
Loy Auction
AU31600027
260-726-2700
Auctioneers
Gary Loy 

AU01031608
Ben Lyons 
AU10700085
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy 
AU11200112 

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

2ND SHIFT WAITRESS
NEEDED ASAP Plus a
2nd shift cook. Work 3
days on/3 days off, 2pm-
10pm. Call Jinny’s Cafe
260-997-8300 between
8am & 2pm  
EXPERIENCED SEMI
DRIVER needed in Port-
land, IN. Monday-Friday
dedicated run only,
$0.55/mile, 2500-3000
miles/week. Lots of ben-
efits included. Call/text
260.251.1930 or email
miranda.hummer@tjx-
pservice.com  
RETAIL SALES days,
nights & weekends.
Clean work environment,
good hourly pay. Must be
21 or older. Apply @
Northside Carry Out,
1226 N. Meridian, Port-
land, IN. Attn: Ruth 
ACCCEPTING APPLI-
CATIONS FOR Bar-
tender. 35-40 hours per
week or part-time. Must
be 21 years old. Applica-
tion can be filled out at
The American Legion in
Ridgeville, IN. 
BERNE READY MIX IS
IN search of Class A or B
CDL drivers for the
Berne, IN location. 1st
shift, competitive wage &
benefits package avail-
able. Must pass a pre-
employment drug
screen. Contact Gene at
260-589-2880, apply in
person at 155 E. Buck-
eye St. Berne, IN 46711,
or online at www.sthenry-
tileco.com under Careers
and email application to
genes@bernereadymix.
com 

PORTLAND FORGE IS
SEEKING Machinists for
second shift. Candidates
must have a high school
diploma or equivalent.
Please send resume to
resumes.pfg@gmail.com

130 MISC. FOR SALE

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LIMBERLOST APART-
MENTS, GENEVA 1&2
bedroom Available &
move-in ready! Income
Qualifications Apply.
Rent Range: $427-$735
Rental Assistance May
Be Available - call to
inquire. Options with all
utilities included. 260-
368-7900 Limber-
lostApts@RentBiggs.co
m TDD: 7-1-1 An Equal
Opportunity Provider.  
INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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Public Notice
LEGAL NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING

THE TOWN OF PENNVILLE

WILL HOLD A PUBLIC

HEARING FOR ABANDON

VEHICLES,  FEBRUARY

2ND, AT 7 P.M., AT THE PEN-

NVILLE TOWN HALL.

CR 1-20-2021 HSPAXLPPublic Notice
The following county operat-
ing claims have been filed
with the Auditors Office and
will be presented to the
Board of Commissioners Jay
County, IN, at the regular ses-
sion on January 25, 2021.
Four-U Office 

Supplies $22.14
Postmaster $749.65
Progressive Office

Products $223.26
Ricoh USA $9.64
Verizon Wireless $30.00
Wells Fargo 
Financial Leasing $74.88
West Publishing Corp$175.00
Witness my hand and seal of
The Board of Commissioners,
Jay County, IN, Monday, Jan-
uary 25, 2021.

Anna Culy
Jay County Auditor

CR/NS 1-20-2021 HSPAXLP

Public Notice
TO THE OWNERS OF THE

WITHIN DESCRIBED
REAL ESTATE AND ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES:

NOTICE OF 
SHERIFF'S SALE

By virtue of a certified copy of
a decree to me directed from
the Clerk of the Superior Court
of Jay County, Indiana, in
Cause No. 38C01-2008-MF-
000010 wherein NewRez LLC
d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage
Servicing was Plaintiff, and
Michael Eley, et al was the
Defendant, requiring me to
make the sum as provided for
in,said Decree with interest
and costs, I will expose at
public sale to the highest
bidder, on the 11th day of
February, 2021, at the hour of
10:00 AM, or as soon thereafter
as is possible at the Jay County
Sheriff's Department 120
North Court Street; 3rd Floor
Courthouse; Portland, IN 47371
in Jay County, Indiana, the fee
simple of the whole body of
Real Estate in Jay County,
Indiana.

Lot Numbered Three (3) in
MeNelly’s subdivision of Lot
Numbered Thirty-Nine (39)
in Hoover's Addition to
Dunkirk and of Lot Num-
bered Eight (8) in Sullivan's
Addition to Dunkirk, Indi-
ana.
More Commonly Known As:
317 E N St., Dunkirk, IN 47336
Parcel No. 
38-09-09-203-016.000-014

Together with rents, issues, in-
come, and profits thereof, said
sale will be made without re-
lief from valuation or appraise-
ment laws.

Dwane Ford
Sheriff of Jay County, Indiana
Phillip A. Norman #13734-64
PHILLIP A. NORMAN P.C.

CR 1-6,13,20-2021-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA

COUNTY OF JAY
IN THE JAY COUNTY

COURT
Cause No.

38C01-2101-MI-000001
In RE THE 

NAME CHANGE OF:
Kyle Theurer

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME Peti-
tioner, Kyle Theurer, whose
mailing and residential ad-
dress is 3439 N 1100 W., Pen-
nville, IN 47369, of Jay
County, Indiana, hereby gives
notice that he filed a petition
in Jay County Circuit Court
on January 7, 2021 requesting
that his name, be changed to
Kyle Stant. Notice is further
given that any person has the
right to object to said name
change and to file objections
to said petition. Dated this
7th day of January, 2021.   

Jon Eads 
Clerk of Jay Circuit Court

CR 1-13,20,27-2021 HSPAXLP

Public Notice
TO THE OWNERS OF THE

WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL
ESTATE AND ALL

INTERESTED PARTIES
NOTICE

OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of a
decree to me directed from the
Clerk of Jay Superior Court of
Jay County, Indiana, in Cause
No.: 38C01-2007-MF-000008,
wherein PennyMac Loan Ser-
vices, LLC, was Plaintiff, and
Krista N. Rodeffer, was/were
Defendant(s), requiring me to
make the sum as provided for in
said Decree with interest and
cost, I will expose at public sale
to the highest bidder, on the
25th day of February, 2021, at
the hour of 10:00 AM, or as soon
thereafter as is possible, at 120
N. Court Street, Suite 305, 3rd
Floor Courthouse, Portland, IN
47371, the fee simple of the
whole body of Real Estate in
Jay County, Indiana.

Lot 79 in Mt. Auburn Addi-
tion to the Town of Dunkirk,
Indiana, the plat of which is
recorded in Plat Book B,
Page 46, in the Office of the
Recorder of Jay County, Indi-
ana.
More Commonly Known As:
134 Mount Auburn Street,
Dunkirk, IN 47336
38-09-09-202-057.000-014

Together with rents, issues, in-
come, and profits thereof, said
sale will be made without re-
lief from valuation or appraise-
ment laws.

Dwane Ford
Jay County Sheriff
Jennifer L. Snook 

MARINOSCI LAW GROUP, P.C.
455. West Lincolnway, Ste. B

Valparaiso, IN 46385
CR 1-20,27,2-32021HSPAXLP
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Continued from page 8
“The last three games

have been against really
good defensive teams,”
Freeman said. The
Starfires have been
outscored 142-63 in losses
to Adams Central,
Bluffton and Fort Recov-
ery. “We’ve been strug-
gling with our shots, this
and that. First half  was a
struggle. We had some
good drives by Macy
(Pries). She was getting
to the basket, she just
wasn’t finishing any-
thing.

“Makes it difficult
when you can’t put the
ball through the hoop.”

Fort Recovery gave
way to its reserve players
more in the second half,
and that allowed South
Adams to make the final
score a little more
respectable. The
Starfires scored 12
straight points, includ-
ing eight from Macy
Pries, in the fourth quar-
ter.

Pries, who leads the
team in scoring with 15.3
points per game, had just
two at halftime but found
her shot in the second
half. She finished with 15
points, nine of  which
came during the fourth
quarter.

“She really battled for
32 minutes,” Freeman
said. “I thought she gave
everything she had every
play.”

Peyton Pries, who is
second for the Starfires
with 13.5 points per
game, was in uniform but
had a brace on her right
wrist and did not play.

Alli Vaughn scored 13
points to lead Fort Recov-
ery, and Paige Fortkamp

added 11 points to go with
her team-high eight
rebounds.

Gann said she was
happy to get a bit of  a
reprieve from the Mid-
west Athletic Conference
schedule before hosting
the Tribe’s rival to the

east, St. Henry, on Thurs-
day.

“I think right now it’s
important we can get one
like this because of  our
legs,” she said. “We’re
just trying to save our
bodies. All the girls got to
play tonight.”

By MICHAEL MAROT
AP Sports Writer

INDIANAPOLIS —
When Philip Rivers first
started tossing footballs as
a high-school ball boy, he
heaved them any way he
could. The throwing
motion stuck — and suc-
cess soon followed.

Rivers used that
strange, shot put-like style
to land a college scholar-
ship, become a first-round
draft pick and eventually
string together one of  the
greatest 17-year careers in
NFL history. On Wednes-
day, the 39-year-old Indi-
anapolis Colts quarter-
back announced his
retirement.

“Every year, Jan. 20 is a
special and emotional
day,” Rivers said in a state-
ment posted on the team’s
website. “It is St. Sebast-
ian’s Feast day, the day I
played in the AFC champi-
onship without an ACL,
and now the day that after

17 seasons, I’m announc-
ing my retirement from
the National Football
League. Thank you God
for allowing me to live out
my childhood dream of
playing quarterback in
the NFL. I am grateful to
the Chargers for 16 sea-
sons, and the Colts for the
17th season.”

Rivers was one of  a
kind.

Between his trademark
throwing style and his
penchant for trash-talking
without cussing, he
carved out his own niche
in the NFL.

There’s no doubt Rivers
could sling it.

When he threw for 401
yards and five touchdowns
in his second college
game, then-Indiana
Hoosiers coach and future
NFL head coach Cam
Cameron proclaimed that
the North Carolina State
freshman had a future in
the NFL.

Rivers retires
after 17 seasons

Dominates ...
South Adams Starfires

at Fort Recovery Indians

Girls varsity summary

South Adams (6-11)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Wynn 1-13 0-0 2
MPries 5-14 5-10 15
Smith 0-3 0-0 0
Baker 1-1 0-0 2
Hamrick 1-2 4-4 6
McKibben 0-5 0-0 0
Smuts 0-0 0-0 0
Litwiller 0-0 0-0 0
Totals 8-38 9-14 25

.211 .643

Fort Recovery 11-4)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Homan 2-7 0-0 4
Fortkamp 5-11 0-0 11
KWendel 2-8 0-0 4
Vaughn 6-7 0-0 13
HWendel 3-6 1-2 7
Pearson 3-3 2-2 8
Guggnbllr 0-6 0-0 0
Gaerke 1-1 0-0 2
AWendel 1-3 0-0 2
CWendel 0-0 0-0 0
Alig 0-1 0-0 0
Totals 23-53 3-4 51

.434 .750

Score by quarters:
S. Adams 4 2 6 13 — 25
Fort Rec. 21 10 14 6 — 51

3-point shooting: South
Adams 0-12 (Wynn 0-8, Smith 0-
3, MPries 0-1). Fort Recovery 2-
15 (Fortkamp 1-5, Vaughn 1-1,
Guggenbiller 0-4, Homan 0-2,
KWendel 0-2, Alig 0-1).

Rebounds: South Adams 21
(team 10, Wynn 5, Baker 4, McK-
ibben 2). Fort Recovery 38
(Fortkamp 8, team 7, Vaughn 6,
Homan 5, Pearson 5, Guggen-
biller 2, AWendel 2, HWendel,
CWendel, Alig).

Assists: South Adams 1
(Wynn). Fort Recovery 8 (KWen-
del 3, Homan 2, Vaughn 2,
Guggenbiller).

Blocks: South Adams 1
(Baker). Fort Recovery 4 (Pear-
son 2, Guggenbiller 2).

Personal fouls: South Adams
7 (MPries 3, Hamrick 2, Wynn,
Baker). Fort Recovery 12
(Vaughn 3, Fortkamp 2, Pearson
2, CWendel 2, KWendel, Guggen-
biller, Gaerke).

Turnovers: South Adams 18.
Fort Recovery 16.

Box score

The Commercial Review/Chris Schanz

Fort Recovery High School’s Grace
Guggenbiller lets a 3-pointer fly during the second
quarter against the South Adams Starfires on
Tuesday at Fort Site Fieldhouse. The Indians won,
51-25.

Local schedule
Thursday

Jay County — Junior varsity wrestling
vs. Bellmont – 5:30 p.m.; Junior high girls
basketball at South Adams – 5:30 p.m.;
Junior high wrestling vs. Adams Central – 6
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball vs.
St. Henry – 5:30 p.m.; Swimming vs. Ver-
sailles at South Adams  – 6 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Swimming hosts ACAC

diving – 6 p.m.; Wrestling hosts ACAC Indi-
vidual tournament – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys basketball at St.
Henry – 5:30 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Girls swimming hosts

ACAC championships – 9 a.m.; Gymnas-
tics at Northwestern Invitational – 11 a.m.;
Boys swimming hosts ACAC champi-
onships – 1 p.m.; Girls basketball at

Southern Wells (varsity only) – 6 p.m.; Jun-
ior high boys basketball at Adams Central
 – 9 a.m.

Fort Recovery —  Boys basketball at
Fort Loramie – 6 p.m.

Monday
Jay County — Girls basketball vs. Nor-

well (varsity only) – 7 p.m.; Junior high boys
basketball ACAC tournament TBA; Junior
high girls basketball ACAC tournament TBA

Fort Recovery — Junior high boys bas-
ketball at Coldwater – 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County —  Swimming vs. Black-

ford/Muncie Burris – 6 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Eighth grade girls bas-

ketball vs. Coldwater – 5:30 p.m.

Jan. 27
Jay County — Junior high boys basket-

ball ACAC tournament TBA; Junior high
girls basketball ACAC tournament TBA

Sports on tap
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ACAC diving, wrestling
competition is Friday,
see Sports on tap

Grab Thursday’s paper for
a preview of the JCHS

gymnastics team

By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY —
The Indians’ defense was
too much for the
Starfires.

And once the visitors
found their groove, the
hosts already had an
insurmountable advan-
tage.

Fort Recovery High
School’s girls basketball
team allowed just six
points on two field goals
in the first half  on its way
to a 51-25 victory over the
South Adams Starfires on
Tuesday at Fort Site
Fieldhouse.

“I thought the girls
came out and they were
ready to get going in a
game that started an
hour, hour and a half  ear-
lier than normal,” said
FRHS coach Holly Gann,
noting the fact there was
no junior varsity contest.
“Kind of  a different type
of  warm up.

“I thought the girls exe-
cuted well. Defensively
we knew we could put a
struggle on what they do
a little bit.”

South Adams coach
Brett Freeman, whose
team has lost three in a
row and six of  its last
nine games, said the
offensive woes were no
surprise.

“These last few games
we’ve been struggling,”
Freeman said. “Strug-
gling to get some shots.
With (second-leading
scorer Peyton Pries) not
out there tonight it obvi-
ously makes a difference
of  how we played and
what we could do.

“They’re a strong team
starting five seniors.
We’re awfully young so it
was a big wakeup call.”

South Adams (6-11) was
just 1-of-10 from the field
in the first half, which
allowed Fort Recovery
(11-4) to race out to a 21-4
lead at the break. The
Tribe
ended the
first period
on a 10-0
run, and
scored the
first two
points of
the second.

The
Starfires’
only points
of  the sec-
ond quar-
ter came on
a right side
drive from Kristen Wynn
— the junior’s only two
points of  the game —
which stopped a span of
nearly eight scoreless
minutes for South
Adams.

Wynn’s bucket made it
23-6, and then the Indians
closed the half  with eight
more points, six of  which
came from freshman
Mara Pearson.

“She’s an athlete,”
Gann said of  Pearson,
who scored all eight of
her points in the second
quarter. “Even though
she hits the varsity floor
she’s still learning. The
best thing we can do for
Mara is continue to get
her those minutes so that
she can learn and grow.

“Athletically she can
always play, but basket-
ball knowledge will come
with more time.”

South Adams was just
1-for-6 from the field in
the second quarter and
went into halftime down
31-6 and shooting just
12.5% (2-for-16).

See Dominates page 7

MUNCIE — The Patriot girls had a dom-
inating performance against a sectional
rival.

The boys weren’t as fortunate.
Jay County High School’s swim teams

split with the Muncie Central Bearcats on
Tuesday. The Patriot girls won 11 of  the 12
events for a 120-66 victory, and the boys lost
113-72.

Ashlyn Dow and Eliza Bader both had
two individual wins for the JCHS girls.
Dow won the 200-yard individual medley,
then won the 100 butterfly. Bader took first
in the 200 freestyle and 100 backstroke.

Mara Bader (50 freestyle), Lauren Brew-
ster (diving), Rieley Brewster (100
freestyle) and Elayna Paro (100 breast-
stroke) had individual victories as well.

The Patriots also won all three relays. 
Kyle Sanders picked up wins in the 50

freestyle and 100 backstroke for the JCHS
boys, who also won the 200 medley relay.
Josh Monroe (200 IM) and Griffin Mann
(100 butterfly) had individual victories as
well.

Aaron Funkhouser joined the 50-second
club in the 100 freestyle, taking third in
59.92 seconds.

Tribe girls beat Delta
MUNCIE — Fort Recovery’s girls swim

team topped the host Delta Eagles on Tues-
day, 84-64.

The Tribe boys lost, 128-19.
Teigen Fortkamp was the lone dual win-

ner for either Tribe team. The freshman
earned the top spot in the 200-yard
freestyle and 100 backstroke.

Audra Bubp was first in the 200 individ-
ual medley, Autumn Burk won the 100 but-
terfly and Ava Bubp beat the field in the
500 freestyle.

Fort Recovery’s girls also won the 200
medley and 400 freestyle relay races.

Jay seventh wins
The Jay County Junior High seventh

grade girls basketball team moved to 3-0 on
the season with a 25-4 victory against the
Adams Central Jets on Tuesday.

The eighth graders fell short in a 28-27
loss.

Mya Kunkler scored 10 points to lead the
Indian seventh graders, who did not allow
a point through the first three quarters.
Raylah Newton contributed four points.

Daisy Muhlenkamp’s 10 points led the
Jay County eighth grade squad. Cassie
Petro scored nine points, while Jasmine
Esparza and Meredith Dirksen had three
points each.

Jay girls dominate MC

Tribe D dominates Starfires

The Commercial Review/Chris Schanz

Fort Recovery High School senior Paige Fortkamp, right, tries to stop a pass from South
Adams’ Cora Baker during the second quarter Tuesday at Fort Site Fieldhouse. Fortkamp and the Indians
limited the Starfires to just six points in the first half of a 51-25 victory.

25

51

Local
roundup

Photo provided

Caldwell inks with Wabash
Jay County High School senior Blake Caldwell (seated) signed

his national letter of intent Tuesday to play baseball for Wabash College.
Pictured with Blake are his parents, Tyler Caldwell and Kristi Sibray.


