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Mary Jane Osborn, 85,
Hartford City
Richard Berry, 63, rural

Pennville
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  34 degrees Tues-
day. The low was 26.
Tonight’s low will dip into

the teens. Expect mostly
cloudy skies Thursday with a
high of  29.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

Need to fill out a birth
announcement, engagement
or wedding form to have your
special event announced in
the newspaper? They’re now
available electronically. Just
go to thecr.com, hover over
“Forms” and select the form
you’d like to fill out.

Thursday — An update on
the ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic in Jay County.

Saturday — Coverage of
Friday’s JCHS boys basketball
game against Bluffton.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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By RILEY EUBANKS
The Commercial Review
INDIANAPOLIS — A bill

being sent to the Indiana
House of  Representatives
would shorten the statute
of  limitations for fines
related to oversized loads.
House Bill 1150 authored

by State Rep. J.D. Prescott
(R-Union City), who repre-
sents Jay and Randolph
counties and part of
Delaware County, was
amended and passed 11-0
out of  the House Roads and
Transportation Committee
on Tuesday.
“We’ve had some prob-

lems in the civil penalty
being issued to the
owner/operator a year and
a half  or two years later,”
Prescott said while intro-
ducing the bill.
There’s currently no

limit to when the state’s
department of  revenue can
fine the owner of  a truck
or agriculture vehicle that
is caught with an oversized
load. The bill as amended
would require that fine —
which ranges from $500 to
$1,000 — to be issued with-
in a year of  the depart-
ment of  revenue being
notified of  the violation by
the Indiana State Police.
Two fines are issued

whenever a truck or other
vehicle is found to have an
oversized load: one to the
driver and one to the vehi-
cle’s owner.
However, such violations

don’t always result in a
civil penalty for the owner.
A warning is issued for the
first offense, according to
the department of  rev-
enue. It reports that 13,414
fines of  this nature were
issued between 2018 and
2020.
Prescott noted that often

times whoever is driving
an agriculture vehicle is
also the owner. That isn’t
always the case with
trucks or semis hauling
loads, he said, which can
create some paperwork
delays for violations.
An amendment was

added to the bill Tuesday
that aims to close a loop-
hole that allowed permit-
less drivers and owners to
be exempt from an oversize
load fine. Ross Teare from
the department of  revenue
reported to the committee
that 8,700 would-be-viola-
tors were exempt because
of  that loophole from 2018
to 2020.

See Bill page 2

Seeking spirit

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
The ongoing coronavirus pan-

demic has limited income for
many.
The Jay County High School

band program is no different.
In an effort to bridge that gap,

the group turned to its alumni.
Launched with a video on the

“JC Marching Patriots” Face-
book page and at jcmarchingpa-
triots.com, “The Spirit of  ’76” is
a fundraising drive focused on
those who have been involved in
the school’s band program over
the decades.
“Like everybody else, when

COVID hit March 13 and this
place shut down, so did our rev-
enue coming in,” said JCHS
band director Kelly Smeltzer.
“The money we usually spend is
not there. …
“We’re not at zero, but we

knew if  we didn’t take action
that this next year is going to be
not good.”
The challenge of  raising funds

for the band program is a daunt-
ing one, Smeltzer said, given that
just last year it solicited $100,000
for the purchase of  new instru-
ments. That’s why, rather than

tapping local sources again, the
program decided to seek help
from alumni far and wide.
The format of  the fundraiser

is fairly simple. The band pro-
gram will be releasing a series of

videos on its Facebook page and
website over the next few
months. Attached to each will be
an invitation to alumni to donate
via PayPal at jcmarchingpatri-
ots.com/spiritof76.

Smeltzer and auxiliary
director Emilie Garringer
kicked off  the fundraising
effort with the first of  those
videos Jan. 13.

See Spirit page 5

Jay County High School band program turns to
its alumni to fill funding gap caused by COVID

By JONATHAN DREW
and ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press
Answering growing frustration

over vaccine shortages, President
Joe Biden announced that the
U.S. is ramping up deliveries to
hard-pressed states over the next
three weeks and expects to pro-
vide enough doses to vaccinate
300 million Americans by the end
of  the summer or early fall.
Biden, calling the push a

“wartime effort,” said Tuesday
the administration was working

to buy an additional 100 million
doses of  each of  the two approved
coronavirus vaccines. He
acknowledged that states in
recent weeks have been left guess-
ing how much vaccine they will
have from one week to the next.
Shortages have been so severe

that some vaccination sites
around the U.S. had to cancel tens
of  thousands of  appointments
with people seeking their first
shot. 
“This is unacceptable,” Biden

said. “Lives are at stake.”

He promised a roughly 16%
boost in deliveries to states over
the next three weeks.
The administration said it

plans to buy another 100 million
doses each from drugmakers Pfiz-
er and Moderna to ensure it has
enough vaccine for the long term.
Even more vaccine could be avail-
able if  federal scientists approve
a single-dose shot from Johnson
& Johnson, which is expected to
seek emergency authorization in
the coming weeks.
The Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention reported that
the government plans to make
about 10.1 million first and sec-
ond doses available next week, up
from this week’s allotment of  8.6
million. The figures represent
doses of  both the Pfizer and Mod-
erna vaccines. It was not imme-
diately clear how long the surge
of  doses could be sustained.
Governors and top health offi-

cials have been increasingly rais-
ing the alarm about inadequate
supplies and the need for earlier
and more reliable estimates of

how much vaccine is on the way
so that they can plan.
Biden’s team held its first

virus-related call with the
nation’s governors on Tuesday
and pledged to provide states
with firm vaccine allocations
three weeks ahead of  delivery.
Biden’s announcement came a

day after he grew more bullish
about exceeding his vaccine
pledge to deliver 100 million
injections in his first 100 days in
office.

See Vaccine page 5
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Jay County High School’s Marching Patriots won their first Indiana State Fair Band Day championship on Aug. 12,
1992. Pictured accepting the state fair championship trophy, from left, are Lisa Butcher, Laurie Miller, Jeffery Jutte and Kim
Cowan with Miss Indiana State Fair 1992. The JCHS band program is turning to its alumni for a fundraising drive in hopes
of recouping some of the money it lost as a result of cancellations because of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.

More vaccine ordered, deliveries set to increase

Measure
addresses
timing of
fines for
oversized
truck loads

Prescott
bill is
heading
to House
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Jay County High School band director Kelly Smeltzer directs during the Christmas
concert last month. Smeltzer estimates that because of missing out on its mattress sale,
spring concert, dinner and auction, summer contest prize money and concession money the
band program missed out on $25,000 to $30,000.



Turning crash
Damage is estimated

between $10,000 and

$25,000 after a Geneva
driver tried to make a left
turn in Portland and
crashed into a north-
bound driver Jan. 20.
Samantha S. Wilson,

32, was driving south on
Meridian Street before
coming to the intersec-
tion with Main Street.
Wilson told Portland
police she turned east
onto Main Street and did
not see the northbound
2020 Volvo XC9 driven by
Sarona S. Fullenkamp,
68.
Wilson’s 2008 Ford

Edge crashed into Ful-
lenkamp’s Volvo, and
both vehicles were later
towed.

Icy roads
Two Portland residents

lost control of  their vehi-
cles after driving across
patches of  ice Tuesday
morning.
Chad A. Iliff, 48, was

driving west on county
road 200 South about 8:30
a.m. The icy road caused
him to lost control of  his
2006 Hyundai Tiburon, he
said, according to a Jay
County Sheriff ’s Office
report. His vehicle drove
into a ditch and rolled on

its top. It was later towed,
with damage estimated
between $2,500 and
$5,000.
Paula M. Patterson, 52,

was driving east on Lin-
coln Street about 8:50
a.m. when she turned
right into the Superior
Auto parking lot at 1450

N. Meridian St., Port-
land. Her 2006 Chevrolet
Trailblazer drove over an
icy patch, causing Patter-
son to lose control of  the
vehicle and crash into
the building. Damage is
estimated between $1,000
and $2,500.
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Quality Drive Away, Inc. needs CDL drivers with EXPERIENCE to
deliver Motorhomes, Trucks, Buses, and Tractors throughout

the USA. We have 20+ pickup locations. Must have DOT
physical and bewilling to keep logs. No DUIs in last 10

years, and cleanMVR. Some Non-CDL positions available.

Driven to Be the Best! TM

OVER 30 YEARS OF SERVICE

Apply Online at
www.qualitydriveaway.com

or call 574-642-2023

Jay County 
Sheriff’s Department 

is now taking applications for 

RESERVE DEPUTY
(may not be paid county employee)

Applications may be picked up at the
Jay County Sheriff’s Department 

224 W. Water St., Portland.  E.O.E.

The Assistant Director of Nursing at Swiss Village will be responsible
for quality of care standards, providing support and direction to the
nursing staff in meeting regulatory requirements, developing new
programs, and providing orientation and training to the nursing staff.
This position is also responsible for data collection for quality
measures and reporting.
This position requires an active Indiana RN license and an ASN or
BSN degree. Seeking candidates with flexible schedules and who will
be available for on-call coverage. Must possess skills necessary to
lead and direct staff in coordination with nursing leadership. Must also
possess strong teamwork skills.

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org or send Resume to:
Taylor Lehman, VP of Human Resources

Swiss Village, 1350 W. Main St. Berne, IN 46711
Or email: careers@swissvillage.org

Application Deadline: Friday, February 5, 2021

Now Seeking: 
Assistant Director of Nursing

Mary Jane Osborn
Oct. 19, 1935-Jan. 25, 2021
Mary Jane Osborn, 85, passed

away on Monday, Jan. 25, 2021, at
IU Health Ball Memorial Hospi-
tal.
She was born on Oct. 19, 1935,

to Edgar Lee Nuckols and
Martha (Mull) Nuckols. Her par-
ents preceded her in death.
She married Myron Dale

Osborn on Nov. 15, 1952, in Port-
land. 
Mary Jane owned and operat-

ed Mary Jane’s Hair Salon until
her retirement. Her shop was
always full of  laughter and a fun
place for friends to gather. She
adored her family and her great-
est joy in life was having her

family and spend-
ing time with
them.
She was a mem-

ber of  Grace Unit-
ed Methodist
Church and Elks
Lady Auxiliary.
Mary Jane will

be missed by her
husband, Myron Dale Osborn of
Hartford City; children Doug
(wife: Teri) Osborn of  Hartford
City, Allen (wife: Celina) Osborn
of  Hartford City, Teresa (hus-
band: Bill) Aspy of  Hartford
City, Connie (husband: Don)
Sones of  Hartford City and
Gregg (wife: Ellen) Osborn of
Fort Wayne; grandchildren,
Danelle (husband: Henry)

French, Dustin Osborn, Sydney
(husband: Jeff) Walter, Whitney
(husband: Adam) Camp, Lynd-
sey Ahern, Beth (husband: Bob)
King, Jamie (husband: John)
Collins, Katie Aspy, Kyle (wife:
Ashli) Aspy, Jessie (husband:
Matt) Elsbury, Brooke Myers,
Adam (wife: Miranda) Osborn,
Emily Osborn and Hannah (hus-
band: Logan) Hoffman; 15 great-
grandchildren; sister-in-law
Evie Snyder of  Florida; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by

her sisters Shirley Franks and
Virgie Fitzpatrick.
Visitation will be from 4 to 7

p.m. Friday, Jan. 29, 2021, at
Keplinger Funeral Home, 509 N.
High St., Hartford City. 

Funeral service and burial
will be private.
Memorials may be made to

Blackford County Community
Foundation-Cancer Fund, P.O.
Box 327, Hartford City, IN 47348.
Because of  COVID-19, we want

to make families and visitors
our utmost priority. We ask that
rules and regulations according
to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention be followed
while in our facility. We ask that
you practice social distancing
and we have hand sanitizer
available. Masks are required at
the funeral home. We would like
to thank you in advance for your
cooperation and patience.
Please utilize our website at

keplingerfuneralhome.com or

our Keplinger Funeral Home
Facebook Page to express condo-
lences.

Richard A. Berry, rural Pennville,
Sept. 19, 1957-Dec. 29, 2020. A
Celebration of Life will be held at the
Briar Patch in Pennville on Saturday,
Jan. 30, 2021, from 3 to 5 p.m.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.
There is a charge for obituar-

ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Osborn

SERVICES
Thursday

Frye, Steve: 11 a.m., Down-
ing & Glancy Funeral Home, 100
Washington St., Geneva.

Friday
Houck, Ray: 1 p.m., Willis

Funeral Home, 12 Garfield, Ave.,
Gallipolis, Ohio.

Petschke, David: 7 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Saturday
Glassford, Dick: 11 a.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Berry, Richard: 3 p.m., The
Briar Patch, 190 S. Washington
St., Pennville.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

CR almanac
Thursday

1/28
Friday 
1/29

Saturday
1/30

Sunday
1/31

Monday
2/1

28/17 30/19 34/29 35/26 31/21
Cooler

with no snow
currently pro-
jected. Mostly
sunny, north-
west wind of
5 to 10 mph.

Cooler
under mostly
cloudy skies
with no snow
currently pro-
jected.

50%
chance of
snow during
the day turn-
ing into a rain-
snow mix
later. Snow at
night.

Warmer
with a 30%
chance of
snow during
the day with
increasing
chances late.
Mostly cloudy.

Warmer
under sunny
skies with a
low staying
mostly out of
the teens.
Below freez-
ing all day.

Markets

On Jan. 27, 1756,
composer Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart was
born in Salzburg, Aus-
tria.
In 1880, Thomas Edi-

son received a patent for
his electric incandes-
cent lamp.
In 1944, during World

War II, the Soviet Union
announced the complete
end of  the deadly Ger-
man siege of  Leningrad,
which had lasted for
more than two years.
In 1945, during World

War II, Soviet troops lib-
erated the Nazi concen-
tration camps
Auschwitz and Birke-
nau in Poland.
In 1967, astronauts

Virgil I. “Gus” Grissom,
Edward H. White and
Roger B. Chaffee died in

a flash fire during a test
aboard their Apollo
spacecraft.
In 1971, fire

destroyed a home near
New Pittsburg. The
Saratoga and Union
City, Ohio, fire depart-
ments were called to put
out the fire.
In 1972, “Queen of

Gospel” Mahalia Jack-
son, 60, died in Ever-
green Park, Ill.
In 1981, President

Ronald Reagan and his
wife, Nancy, greeted the
52 former American
hostages released by
Iran at the White House.
In 2010, Apple CEO

Steve Jobs unveiled the
iPad tablet computer
during a presentation in
San Francisco. 

—AP and The CR

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................5.45
Wheat ......................6.46

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................5.53
Feb. corn ..................5.53

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................5.32
Feb. corn ..................5.37
Beans ......................13.82
Feb. beans ..............13.82
Wheat ...................... 6.70
Feb. wheat .............. 6.70

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................5.30
Feb. corn ..................5.32
Beans ......................13.80
Feb. beans ..............13.80
Wheat ...................... 6.61
March wheat .......... 6.63

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................5.12
Feb. corn ..................5.12
Beans ......................13.59
Feb. beans ..............13.64
Wheat ......................6.45
Feb. wheat ................6.45

Lotteries
Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $20

million

Mega Millions
29-49-56-66-67 
Mega Ball: 24
Megaplier: 3
Estimated jackpot: $25

million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 6-1-1
Daily Four: 1-1-1-2
Quick Draw: 3-6-9-20-

21-22-25-27-32-34-37-42-48-
49-50-54-55-57-59-70
Evening
Daily Three: 1-8-00

Daily Four: 2-6-00-3
Quick Draw: 2-9-10-16-

17-22-23-28-29-45-46-48-52-
54-59-66-71-73-75-79
Cash 5: 23-27-33-35-40
Estimated jackpot:

$520,000

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 6-8-7
Pick 4: 9-7-9-3
Pick 5: 3-0-9-8-5
Evening
Pick 3: 9-3-8
Pick 4: 9-2-3-3
Pick 5: 5-9-1-7-6
Rolling Cash: 3-11-12-

35-37
Estimated jackpot:

$120,000

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire
station, 1616 N.
Franklin St.
7:30 p.m. — Fort

Recovery Village
Council, village hall,
201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
7 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, council
chambers, fire
station, 1616 N.
Franklin St.
7 p.m. — Pennville

Town Council, town
hall, 105 N.
Washington St.

Photo provided

Pet of the week
Layla, a 3-year-old spayed female, is available for adoption

from Midwest Pet Refuge in Portland. The fee is $35. Applications for
adoption are available at midwestpetrefuge.com.

Capsule Reports

Possession
A rural Pennville resident was

arrested Tuesday for alleged drug pos-
session.
Curtis W. Mock, 48, 8179 W. 550 North,

was preliminarily charged with two
Level 6 felonies for unlawful possession

of  a syringe and possession of  cocaine,
methamphetamine or narcotic drugs.
He was also preliminarily charged with
a Class A misdemeanor for possession
of  paraphernalia.
Mock is being held in Jay County Jail

on $4,500 bond.

Continued from page 1
Another amendment,

which Prescott said he
wasn’t notified about
until Tuesday morning,
would increase the maxi-
mum storage fee for a
towed trailer or other
large vehicle or load from
$2,000 to $5,000.
The amendment, which

was introduced by Rep.
Bob Morris (R-Fort
Wayne), was passed by
consent of  the commit-
tee, with direction from
chairman Jim Pressel for
Morris to consult with
the Indiana Department
of  Insurance and the
Indiana Towing & Wreck-
er Association on the pro-
vision.
“It’s a work in

progress,” Prescott said
about the bill after the
committee meeting.

New bill
After pausing for a

week because of  the
threat of  violence at the
Indiana Statehouse, the
Senate reconvened Mon-
day.
State Sen. Travis Hold-

man (R-Markle) intro-
duced Senate Bill 364,
which would establish
procedures for the Indi-
ana Grain Buyers and
Warehouse Licensing
Agency and would give it
further oversight over
licensees.
Holdman, who repre-

sents parts of  northeast-
ern Indiana including
Jay County, also proposed
an amendment to Senate
Bill 99 that was later
enacted during Monday’s
session.

Bill ...

Felony arrests



DEAR ABBY: My husband and I
have been close friends with a woman
named "Louise" for five years. Recent-
ly, we were all hanging out, and
Louise got very drunk and tried to
massage lotion into my husband's
hands. She also hugged him and
wouldn't let go, although he put his
hands at his side and his whole body
stiffened. 
My husband has expressed to me

that these situations made him very
uncomfortable, and they do the same
to me. We talked about letting Louise
know, but he felt it would only make
her feel awkward around us. 
It has been a month, and I can't

seem to let it go. I don't want to text
her, and I'm finding excuses to avoid
her. Should I continue trying to let
this go or is a conversation in order?
— TAKEN ABACK IN NEW YORK
DEAR TAKEN ABACK: If  you

"let it go," it will probably happen
again and the friendship will be
over. A conversation with Louise
is overdue. She needs to know she
must be more careful about her
drinking, because the last time
she became very drunk, she
embarrassed not only your hus-
band, but also you.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I am childless, but I

have a niece I've given lots of  money
to over the years. She's in her mid-40s
with a young child and a husband
who has a low-paying job. 
Although she has several degrees,

she has worked mostly as a waitress.
They live in a tiny apartment and
during these rough times, I have been
paying their rent. She rarely
acknowledges it. I have never dis-
cussed it with her parents, and I have
no idea how much they have (or have
not) helped her. 
I'm conflicted about helping

her/them because this is such a
tough time. I can't see how they're
going to make their lives better with-
out help. I'm wondering if  you have
some advice on how I can best assist
them or if  I should stop. —LOSING
FAITH IN COLORADO
DEAR LOSING FAITH: You

haven't spoken to your niece's par-
ents about what you have been
doing. Why not? If  you do, it may
give you a clearer picture of  her
situation. I wish you had been
more forthcoming about why she
isn't using any of  the college
degrees she has earned. If  her
parents are helping her, you may
need to be doing less. 
Your niece should research to

find out whether government
assistance is available. If  it isn't,
and you can afford it, consider
continuing the financial assis-
tance until the COVID situation is
under control. Then your niece
and her husband can get back on
their feet, and you can stop being
treated like an ATM.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I have a male best

friend I adore. When I tell other men
about my bestie, they feel intimidated
because he has a key to my apart-
ment. We are not dating; we just have
sex sometimes, and everyone that I
try to be with knows about him. Must
I give up on my bestie to be with the
man I love even though Bestie and I
promised each other that we will
never break our bond for anyone? —
COMPLICATED IN TENNESSEE
DEAR COMPLICATED: If  you

hadn't been having sex sometimes
with your bestie, the "man you
love" might have been able to
accept him. The answer to your
question is yes, you WILL have to
make a choice. Now, the question I
have for you is, which man do you
think is the keeper?

••••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van

Buren, also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Contact Dear Abby
at DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

BY TED KOOSER
U.S. Poet Laureate
This week’s column is

by Ladan Osman, who is
originally from Somalia
but who now lives in
Chicago. 
I like “Tonight” for the

way it looks with clear
eyes at one of  the rough
edges of  American life,
then greets us with a

hopeful wave. Osman was
born in Somalia. This
poem dates back to 2010.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-8229.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,

122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.
STRESS AND ANXIETY

CLASS — Meets each
Wednesday at 2nd Chance
at Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland. For
more information, call (206)
726-9625 or (260) 703-0534.
EUCHRE CLUB — Will

meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of  each month
at Chalet Village Health
and Rehabilitation in the
North Lounge.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second

Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Thursday at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Kevin Culy at (260) 251-2843.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. upstairs at True Value
Hardware, Meridian Street,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 729-2532.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.
BRYANT AREA COM-

MUNITY CENTER —
Walking from 9 to 10 a.m.
every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
WEST JAY COMMUNI-

TY CENTER GROUP —
Doors open at 10:30 a.m.
Bingo will begin at 11 a.m.
Euchre begins at 1 p.m.
There is a $1 donation for
center’s expenses. For more
information, call (765) 768-
1544.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.
BREAD OF LIFE COM-

MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome. 

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 5:30
p.m., with the meeting at 6
p.m., in the fellowship hall
at Evangelical Methodist
Church, 930 W. Main St.,
Portland. New members
welcome. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-5312. 
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Community Calendar

Unusual silence
fills the night

American Life in Poetry
is made possible by The
Poetry Foundation (poet-
ryfoundation.org), pub-
lisher of  Poetry maga-
zine. It is also supported
by the Department of
English at the University
of  Nebraska, Lincoln.
Poem copyright ©2010 by
Ladan Osman, and
reprinted by permission

of  the poet. Introduction
copyright @2021 by The
Poetry Foundation. The
introduction’s author, Ted
Kooser, served as United
States Poet Laureate Con-
sultant in Poetry to the
Library of  Congress from
2004 to 2006. This column
is a reprint from the
American Life in Poetry
archive.

Tonight

Tonight is a drunk man,

his dirty shirt.

There is no couple chatting by the recycling bins,

offering to help me unload my plastics.

There is not even the black and white cat

that balances elegantly on the lip of  the dumpster.

There is only the smell of  sour breath. Sweat on the

collar of  my shirt.

A water bottle rolling under a car.

Me in my too-small pajama pants stacking juice

jugs on neighbors’ juice jugs.

I look to see if  there is someone drinking on their

balcony.

I tell myself  I will wave.

Drunk episode created discomfort

Dear
Abby

American
Life in Poetry

A college student from Fort
Recovery recently received an
endowed scholarship.
Lauren Bruns was awarded

the Emerson D. and Laura E.
Pelton Scholarship for the 2020-
2021 academic year at the Uni-
versity of  Findlay.
Recipients of  the scholarship

are awarded based on “excellent
academic credentials” and
financial need.

Murder rehashed
The murder of  Garnett Ginn

of  Portland has been unsolved
for 71 years.
A new look at the case is

scheduled for next month.
Mike Medler, a Portland resi-

dent and retired Indiana State
Police officer and director of
the Indianapolis –– Marion
Forensic Crime Lab, will dis-
cuss the case as part of  John
Jay Center for Learning’s Sen-
ior Learning series. The discus-
sion will be held via Facebook
Live at 1 p.m. Feb. 4.
Ginn, a Portland High School

teacher, was found dead in her
garage in 1950.

Beatles art in Blackford
You won’t need a “Ticket to

Ride” into Blackford County to
see some John Lennon art for free.
A new exhibit at the Black-

ford County Arts Center titled
“Only Imagine” will feature art
from the famed Beatles guitarist
and Hartford City native John
Knox daily until Feb. 18.
The original art from Lennon

were donated to the center by
David Hodges.
The Blackford County Arts

center located at 107 W. Wash-
ington St., Hartford City, is open
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Monday
through Thursday except Tues-
days, when it is open from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Taking
Note

FR native gets scholarship
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And then there were two.
Two of  my friends and col-

leagues are now imprisoned in
the last dictatorship in Europe,
Alexander Lukashenka’s
Belarus.
Yulia Slutskaya and her staff

at Belarus Press Club have now
been categorized as “political
prisoners” by the human rights
group Viasna.
The official charge involves

the tax laws, but that’s a com-
mon ploy for authoritarian gov-
ernments trying to shut down
dissent. Any non-governmental
organization that gets a nickel
of  financial support from the
U.S. or a fraction of  a Euro from
the EU is a likely target for
charges of  tax law violations.
Yulia was founder of  Press

Club. Since 2011, it has been a
source of  training for Belaru-
sian reporters. It also brought

in speakers — often from the
west — for lectures and press
conferences. On a very basic
level, it has served as a gather-
ing place for reporters and edi-
tors to support one another in
the face of  26 years of
Lukashenka rule.
She was arrested a few days

before Christmas.
When I met Yulia in 2005, she

was managing editor of  Komso-
molskaya Pravda’s Belarus edi-
tion. I did some training work
with her staff  and was honored
to have dinner in the Slutskaya
apartment in Minsk with Yulia,

her husband, her son Peter, and
our colleague Galina.
Today, she is — I’m guessing

— about 55. She’s a grandmoth-
er. And she’ll be in the slammer
until at least Feb. 22, probably
longer. If  she doesn’t contract
COVID-19 while incarcerated,
it will be a miracle.
Now she is joined in

Akrestsina Detention Center
by Andrei Aliaksandrau.
Andrei is about 42 now, but

he was in his 20s when we met
in Warsaw, Poland.
He was one of  about 20

Belarusian journalists who
made the trip to Warsaw to take
part in a seminar by the Inter-
national Center for Journal-
ists.
Why Poland? Because the

Lukashenka government
would not allow that sort of
professional training for jour-
nalists in Belarus.
Bob Tinsley of  the ICFJ and I

conducted a week-long semi-
nar, and Andrei was an ener-
getic participant.
At its conclusion, I was able

to take the night train from
Warsaw to Minsk with the sem-
inar participants so I could do
follow up visits in cooperation
with the Belarusian Associa-
tion of  Journalists.
One of  my first stops on that

road trip was in Novopolotsk,
where Andrei was working as a
section editor of  a small, strug-
gling paper.
What did we talk about? Self-

sufficiency. Independence. Gov-
ernment pressure. Transparen-
cy. Objectivity. Fact-based
reporting. Separating news
from opinion. Making sure the
reader knows what’s reportage
and what is advertising.
In other words, the usual.
And it was during one of  our

many conversations that
Andrei gave me the title for a

report I would later draft for
the ICFJ.
“Putting out a newspaper in

Belarus,” he said, “is like playing
football in a minefield. It’s very
interesting but hard on the
nerves.” 
He went on to earn a master’s

in media management from the
University of  Westminster in
London, serve as deputy chair-
man of  the Belarusian Associa-
tion of  Journalists and serve
three years as deputy director of
BelaPAN news agency.
Today, he is considered a sus-

pect under Article 342 of  the
Criminal Code of  the Republic of
Moldova facing a charge of
"Organization and preparation of
actions that grossly violate public
order, or active participation in
them."
This year has just started, but

already it looks like it’s going to a
long year for international jour-
nalism.

Year may be tough for journalists

The Washington Post
Much of  the financial

burden of  dealing with
the coronavirus has fallen
on state and local govern-
ments, with significant
aid from Washington to
cover unbudgeted direct,
disease-related costs —
but no general aid to off-
set revenue losses.
There have been about

1 million public-sector
layoffs, concentrated in
education, which also
reflects school closings.
Throughout the election
year of  2020, Republicans
objected to general aid as
a “blue state bailout” and
used that slogan to raise
campaign funds. This
divisive canard ignored
the fact that most states
had been building
reserves prior to the pan-
demic but lost tax rev-
enue due not to misman-
agement but an over-
whelming health and eco-
nomic shock that struck
red and blue states alike.
The hardest hit included
those reliant on tourism
(red Florida), oil produc-
tion (red Texas) or both
(red Louisiana).
President Joe Biden’s

call for $350 billion for
state and local govern-
ments thus comports
with his call for national
unity. There are, however,
legitimate issues with the
proposal, in light of  two
realities: The first is pre-
cisely the widely varying
fortunes of  the states,
whose average revenue
loss was 3.3% between
March and November of
2020, compared with the
same period in 2019,
according to data provid-
ed to us by the Urban
Institute. (The states’ rev-
enues through June are
projected to fall 10.8%
short of  pre-pandemic
plans, according to a
December report by the
National Association of
State Budget Officers.)
Eighteen states’ revenues
are either flat or up;
seven lost 2% or less.
After updating for rev-
enue through December,
California, by far the
most populous state,
reported a flood of  cash
from wealthy taxpayers
so large that it now has a
$34 billion surplus, $22
billion of  which will be
placed in reserves.
As these admittedly

sketchy numbers imply,
the second reality is that
state revenue loss, though
significant, has been
smaller than feared in the

early days of  the pandem-
ic. One reason is that
lower-paid workers who
generally do not pay
income taxes bore the
brunt of  layoffs, while
upper-income citizens
kept their paychecks and
reaped capital gains in an
unexpectedly booming
stock market.
Congress should

account for these facts,
both in determining the
ultimate size of  the aid
package and in establish-
ing a formula for distrib-
uting it. Past state and
local aid tied to pandemic
needs went out in $1.25
billion minimum chunks
to each state, with the bal-
ance divvied up accord-
ing to state population.
Now we have better infor-
mation about the various
states’ true needs; legisla-
tion can and should tar-
get aid where it’s most
needed, based on states’
coronavirus caseloads
and unemployment rates
— and their revenue-rais-
ing performance. Law-
makers should endeavor
as well to guarantee that
more funds reach smaller
localities; previous pan-
demic-related legislation
only set aside a share of
state dollars for cities and
counties encompassing a
half-million in population
or more. The District
should get the same share
as it would if  it were a
state.
If  Republicans and

Democrats want to unite
the country and put red-
state/blue-state hostility
behind them, devising a
sufficient, realistically
targeted, state and local
aid package would be a
very good place to start.

Help those who
need it the most

By MARK BENNETT
Tribune-Star (Terre Haute)
Indiana’s elected officials often

boast that the state’s fiscal ratings
and business-friendly environment
are envied by other states.
That’s probably so.
For many average Hoosiers, espe-

cially those living far beyond Indi-
anapolis’ affluent rim counties, those
boasts aren’t so relevant, though. It’s
not as easy to see tangible evidence
of  the touted economic vitality
where they live. A more meaningful
sign of  a thriving Indiana economy
would be strong, well-funded public
schools in their communities. The
cornerstones of  a healthy local
school district are its teachers. And,
it takes competitive pay to keep tal-
ented teachers in those classrooms.
Indiana would really distinguish

itself  if  state leaders bragged about
Hoosier teachers’ attractive pay
scale.
That’s not realistic, right now.
In a Tribune-Star interview earlier

this month, Gov. Eric Holcomb
restated his goal of  lifting Hoosier
teachers’ average salaries to $60,000
a year and, perhaps most important-
ly, lifting starting salaries to $40,000.
“I’m passionate about this topic,” he
said. “I just think the facts are the
facts.”
The governor’s own Next Level

Teacher Compensation Commis-
sion’s report, released last month
nearly two years after he formed the
panel, concluded it would require an
additional $600 million investment
annually to reach the $60,000 average.
That would be a big change. In 2019, a
Rockefeller Institute report ranked
Indiana teachers last in the nation
for salary growth since 2002. Indiana
teachers averaged a $51,000 annual
salary in 2019.
“What is certain, what is factual is,

we have fallen behind over the
years,” Holcomb said. “The Teachers
Compensation report lays it all out.”
The commission compiled 37 ideas

for the state and local governments to

cut costs, increase revenue and, thus,
put that toward teacher pay raises.
Those suggestions include raising

state income taxes, a statewide refer-
endum, per-parcel property fees or
another funding source, CNHI
reported last month.
Many cost-reduction policies are

already in place in some districts,
former state superintendent of  pub-
lic instruction Jennifer McCormick
said in a statement last month.
Now, the Indiana General Assem-

bly is considering Holcomb’s recom-
mendations on education funding.
Those include a $377-million
increase in K-through-12 funding for
the next two years, bumps of  2% the
first year and 1% the next. A $400-
million down payment on the
teacher pension fund debt also could
theoretically free up local school dis-
tricts to increase teachers’ pay.
“I’m adamant that we need to

make progress this session, and that
we’re in a position to do that,” Hol-
comb said of  education funding in
general, and teacher pay increases
specifically. “And, I’ll be looking for
help along the way.”
When asked if  he thought his own

Republican Party’s legislators —
who dominate the General Assem-
bly — also want to see teachers earn
an average of  $60,000, Holcomb said,
“I do.” He cited the need to ensure
more school funding “gets into
teachers’ paychecks,” and pointed
out that contracts are locally bar-
gained.
Teachers groups want more direct

funding from the state legislature
for teachers salaries right away. Oth-
erwise, many gifted young teachers

may leave the profession for more
lucrative jobs once the pandemic
eases and the economy revives.
McCormick also called on the Leg-

islature to step up. “As we enter the
2021 Indiana General Assembly leg-
islative session, Hoosier educators
look forward to the additional state
funding and state-level policy actions
necessary in order for teacher com-
pensation to truly move forward,” she
said in her statement last month.
Those teacher advocates aren’t

alone.
Fifty-five percent of  Hoosiers

believe teacher pay should be
increased, and that the General
Assembly should be responsible for
providing the funding, according to
the 2020 Hoosier Survey, an annual
poll of  residents on prime issues, con-
ducted by Ball State
University’s Bowen Center for Public
Affairs. Only 20% of  folks responding
thought local school districts should
use their existing funds to cover
teacher pay raises.
The survey was conducted in

November. So, the 600 respondents
also were obviously aware that
there’s a COVID-19 coronavirus pan-
demic going on. Heaven knows that
teachers are aware of  it. They’ve
dealt with shifting schedules, and tog-
gling between in-person and remote
learning — which they’ve learned on
the fly, along with kids and families —
through COVID-19.
In his State of  the State address

this week, Holcomb said Indiana’s
“foundation has held strong” through
the pandemic.
“I don’t know how many other

states in America have a Triple-A
credit rating and are expected to fin-
ish the year with over $2 billion in
reserves, and that experienced an all-
time record of  new job commitments
last year during a global pandemic,
like Indiana did,” Holcomb said Tues-
day, “but it can’t be many.”
It would seem, then, that Indiana is

capable of  climbing out of  the Mid-
west’s cellar for teacher pay, too.

State can improve teacher pay

Back 
in the
Saddle

Guest
Editorial

Eighteen
states’
revenues
are either
flat or up;
seven lost
2% or less.

Mark
Bennett
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The Transportation Coordinator will be responsible for scheduling
transportation of Swiss Village residents and providing supervision to
the Transportation Drivers. This position will work with drivers, families,
and residents in planning appropriate transportation. This position will
also be responsible for transporting residents as needed. Standard
hours for the position will be Monday-Friday, 8am-4:30pm, with an on-
call rotation required.
This position requires a High School diploma and an active Indiana
Chauffer’s License or endorsement. The successful candidate must
possess basic computer skills, be responsible and dependable, have
strong organizational skills, demonstrate respect for residents, and be
able to develop a cooperative and maintain a cooperative working
relationship with employees and residents. The successful candidate
must also have a clean driving record. 

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org or send Resume to:
Taylor Lehman, VP of Human Resources

Swiss Village, 1350 W. Main St. Berne, IN 46711
Or email: careers@swissvillage.org

Now Seeking: 
Transportation Coordinator
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Ruled
GOSHEN — The

December deaths of  a
northern Indiana man
and his two teenager
daughters found fatal-
ly shot in a home have
been ruled a murder-
suicide, prosecutors
said.
Evidence showed

that Jeffrey Marvin,
47, fatally shot his
daughters — Lexis, 18,
and Haley, 15 — and
then himself  several
days before their bod-
ies were found Dec. 18
in an Elkhart County
home.
Elkhart County offi-

cers were dispatched
to the home, located
between Elkhart and
Goshen, on Dec. 18 for
a welfare check after
no one had heard from
Marvin or his daugh-
ters for several days.
A formal investiga-

tion conducted by the
Elkhart County Homi-
cide Unit determined
that Marvin “had a
motive, and did kill his
two daughters” before
he then took his own
life.

Destroys
FULTONDALE, Ala.

— A terrifying night-
time tornado that
blasted through subur-
ban Birmingham,
trapping entire fami-
lies in the remnants of
shattered homes and
killing a teenager shel-
tering in his basement,
left a trail of  destruc-
tion Tuesday that
stunned even longtime
residents used to
Alabama’s violent
weather.
Tim Herring, who

survived the twister by
huddling in a bathtub
with wife Patti Her-
ring as roaring winds
ripped off  the roof  of
their house and splin-
tered walls, had fol-
lowed weather fore-
casts during the day
and didn’t expect the
worst until it hap-
pened late Monday.
“I’ve lived here 64

years. I wasn’t too wor-
ried,” he said. Herring
added: “I’ve helped
folks after tornadoes.
This time, it’s us.”

Erupted
YOGYAKARTA,

Indonesia — Indone-
sia’s most active vol-
cano erupted today
with a river of  lava
and searing gas clouds
flowing nearly 10,000
feet down its slopes.
No casualties were
reported.
The sounds of  the

eruption could be
heard 30 kilometers (18
miles) away, officials
said. It was Mount
Merapi’s biggest lava
flow since authorities
raised its danger level
in November, said
Hanik Humaida, the
head of  Yogyakarta’s
Volcanology and Geo-
logical Hazard Mitiga-
tion Center.
She said the vol-

cano’s lava dome is
growing rapidly, caus-
ing hot lava and gas
clouds to flow down its
slopes.

—Associated Press

In review

Continued from page 1
Videos that follow — the

goal is to release one each
Thursday — will feature
Marching Patriot drum
majors from across the
decades. The lineup
includes Larry Harris, the
drum major from the
school’s first graduating
class in 1976, Vince Beck
from 1989, Laurie (Miller)
Christman and Ernest
Jutte from the school’s
first Indiana State Fair win
in 1992 and Kate (Strietle-
meier) Homan from the
only other state fair win in
2001. Another will feature
longtime staff  members
Dave Humbert, Bev
Arnold, Pete Vogler and
Smeltzer. They will share
stories about their experi-

ences and memories with
the Jay County High
School band program.
The initiative will also

feature videos from vari-
ous Jay County Marching
Patriot state fair perform-
ances. And alumni will be
encouraged to post their
own pictures and memo-
ries from years past on the
band’s Facebook page.
“We want to have fun

with it,” said Smeltzer.
“And people look back it
with some nostalgia and
say, ‘Yeah, I’d kick in some
money.’”
The goal is to bring in

$20,000. As of  this morn-
ing, $1,100 had been donat-
ed.
“We believe we can do

this because we have 45

years of  alumni here with
the Jay County band pro-
gram,” Smeltzer added.
Like many activities, the

summer marching band
schedule was thrown into
disarray because of  the
ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic. Central Indiana
Track Show Association
announced April 13 that it
would not have a summer
season. Indiana State Fair
held out hope for a contest,
but it ended up being can-
celed as well. Smeltzer esti-
mates the band missed out
on about $5,000 in prize
money last summer. 
The band program also

had to cancel its spring
concert, dinner and silent
auction, as well as its mat-
tress sale fundraiser. And,

with crowds limited at
football and basketball
games this year, income
from running concessions
has plummeted.
In all, Smeltzer esti-

mates the band missed out
on $25,000 to $30,000. That’s
a big chunk of  money that
would typically go toward
things like uniform clean-
ing, summer transporta-
tion, staff  salaries and
music and drill design for
the Marching Patriots’
show.
“The Patriot band has

been proud to give kids
great experiences,” said
Garringer in the introduc-
tion video. “This summer
and fall, Jay County and
students lost their opportu-
nity to make great memo-

ries with friends as most
of  you experienced during
your time here at Jay
County. We would like to
continue providing these
moments for our current
students and future band
students.”
In an effort to create

some friendly competition,
there will also be a contest
for which class donates the
most money. Buttons will
be made for the winning
class to be worn on the
Marching Patriots’ uni-
forms at the state fair con-
test this summer.
The fundraising cam-

paign will continue for
about three months, with a
goal to have it wrapped by
the band’s spring concert
April 18.

Continued from page 1
He suggested that a rate of  1.5

million doses per day could soon
be achieved.
The administration has also

promised more openness and
said it will hold news briefings
three times a week, beginning
today, about the outbreak that
has killed more than 425,000 peo-
ple in the United States.
“We appreciate the administra-

tion stating that it will provide
states with slightly higher allo-
cations for the next few weeks,
but we are going to need much
more supply,” said Maryland
Gov. Larry Hogan, a Republican.
The setup inherited from the

Trump administration has been
marked by miscommunication

and unexplained bottlenecks,
with shortages reported in some
places even as vaccine doses
remain on the shelf.
Officials in West Virginia,

which has had one of  the best
rates of  administering vaccine,
said they have fewer than 11,000
first doses on hand even after
this week’s shipment.
“I’m screaming my head off ”

for more, Republican Gov. Jim
Justice said.
California, which has faced

criticism over a slow vaccine
rollout, announced Tuesday that
it is centralizing its hodgepodge
of  county systems and stream-
lining appointment sign-up,
notification and eligibility. Resi-
dents have been baffled by the

varying rules in different coun-
ties.
And in Colorado, Democratic

Gov. Jared Polis said that the lim-
ited supply of  vaccines from the
federal government is prompting
the state to repurpose second
doses as first doses, though he
expects that people scheduled for
their second shot will still be able
to keep their appointments.
The weekly allocation cycle for

first doses begins on Monday
nights, when federal officials
review data on vaccine availabili-
ty from manufacturers to deter-
mine how much each state can
have. Allocations are based on
each jurisdiction’s population of
people 18 and older.
States are notified on Tuesdays

of  their allocations through a
computer network called Tiberius
and other channels, after which
they can specify where they want
doses shipped. Deliveries start the
following Monday. 
A similar but separate process

for ordering second doses, which
must be given three to four weeks
after the first, begins each week
on Sunday night.
As of  Tuesday afternoon, the

CDC reported that just over half
of  the 44 million doses distributed
to states have been put in people’s
arms. That is well short of  the
hundreds of  millions of  doses
that experts say will need to be
administered to achieve herd
immunity and conquer the out-
break.

Vaccine ...

Spirit ...

By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV
Associated Press
MOSCOW — Russian lawmakers

today quickly approved the exten-
sion of  the last remaining nuclear
Russia-U.S. arms control treaty, a
fast-track action that comes just
days before it’s due to expire.
Both houses of  parliament voted

unanimously to extend the New
START treaty for five years, a day
after a phone call between U.S.
President Joe Biden and Russian
President Vladimir Putin. The
Kremlin said they agreed to com-
plete the necessary extension pro-
cedures in the next few days.
Speaking via video link to the

World Economic Forum’s virtual

meeting, Putin hailed the decision
to extend the treaty as “a step in
the right direction,” but warned of
rising global rivalries and threats
of  new conflicts.
The pact’s extension doesn’t

require congressional approval in
the U.S., but Russian lawmakers
must ratify the move and Putin has
to sign the relevant bill into law. 
Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei

Ryabkov told lawmakers that the
extension will be validated by
exchanging diplomatic notes once
all the procedures are completed.
The upper house speaker,

Valentina Matvienko, said after the
vote that the decision to extend the
pact shows that Russia and the U.S.

can reach agreements on major
issues despite the tensions between
them.
New START expires on Feb. 5.

After taking office last week, Biden
proposed extending the treaty for
five years, and the Kremlin quickly
welcomed the offer.
The treaty, signed in 2010 by

President Barack Obama and Russ-
ian President Dmitry Medvedev,
limits each country to no more
than 1,550 deployed nuclear war-
heads and 700 deployed missiles
and bombers, and envisages sweep-
ing on-site inspections to verify
compliance. 
Biden indicated during the cam-

paign that he favored the preserva-

tion of  the New START treaty,
which was negotiated during his
tenure as U.S. vice president.
Russia has long proposed pro-

longing the pact without any con-
ditions or changes, but the Trump
administration waited until last
year to start talks and made the
extension contingent on a set of
demands. The talks stalled, and
months of  bargaining have failed
to narrow differences.
The negotiations were also

marred by tensions between Rus-
sia and the United States, which
have been fueled by the Ukrainian
crisis, Moscow’s meddling in the
2016 U.S. presidential election and
other irritants.

Russia OKs treaty extension

Members of the Jay
County High School
Marching Patriots react
after they were
announced as Indiana
State Fair Band Day
champions in 2001.
JCHS missed out on
band day last year for
the first time since
1976 as the event, and
many others, were
canceled because of the
ongoing coronavirus
pandemic. The band
program is turning to its
alumni for a fundraising
effort after missing out
on an estimated
$25,000 to $30,000 in
income over the course
of the last year. Those
interested in donating
can do so at
jcmarchingpatriots.com.

The Commercial Review/Barbara Wilkinson
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150 BOAS, SPORTING

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

Local Agent

260-418-9492

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available! Get
GotW3 with lightning fast
speeds plus take your
service with you when
you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-877-327-
0930
ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
AT&T TV - The Best of
Live & On-Demand On
All Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE Pack-
age, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Pre-
mium Channels at No
Charge for One Year!
Anytime, anywhere.
Some restrictions apply.
W/ 24-mo. agmt (TV
price higher in 2nd year.)
Regional Sports Fee up
to $8.49/mo. is extra &
applies. Call IVS 1-844-
412-9997
ATTENTION: OXYGEN
Users! Gain freedom
with a Portable Oxygen
Concentrator! No more
heavy tanks and refills!
Guaranteed Lowest
Prices! Call the Oxygen
Concentrator Store: 866-
770-6849
COMPUTER ISSUES?
GEEKS ON SITE pro-
vides FREE diagnosis
REMOTELY 24/7 SERV-
ICE DURING COVID19.
No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon
86407! Restrictions
apply. 888-715-8176
DENIED SOCIAL Secu-
rity Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you
approved! No money out
of pockets! Call 1-855-
995-4758

BECOME A Published
Author. We want to
Read Your Book! Dor-
rance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript
submissions currently
being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services:
Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Dis-
tribution. Call for Your
Free Author`s Guide 1-
888-965-1444 or visit
http://dorranceinfo.com/
hoosier
DIAGNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER? You
may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award. NO
Obligation, NO risk!
We’ve recovered mil-
lions. Let us help you!!
Call 24/7, 844-284-4920
DIRECTV - Every live
football game, every
Sunday - anywhere - on
your favorite device.
Restrictions apply. Call
IVS - 1-888-885-8931
DISH Network. $59.99
for 190 Channels! Blaz-
ing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where
available.) Switch & Get
a FREE $100 Visa Gift
Card. FREE Voice
Remote. FREE HD
DVR. FREE Streaming
on ALL Devices. Call
today! 1-855-551-9764
DONATE YOUR CAR
TO CHARITY! FAST
FREE PICKUP-24 HR
RESPONSE! Help Chil-
dren in Need, Support
Breast Cancer Educa-
tion/Prevention or Veter-
ans. Tax Deduction 844-
820-9099
EARTHLINK HIGH
Speed Internet. As Low
As $14.95/month (for the
first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and More!
Call Earthlink Today 1-
855-977-7069
GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for
non-payment. 833-535-
1043

HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing,
availability to find the
best service for your
needs. Starting at
$39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666
LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105
LOOKING TO SELL your
Home? Save time &
money, connect with the
Top Agents in your area
to get more MONEY and
close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781
MOVING OUT of state in
the next 30-60 days?
Don’t get taken for a ride!
Moving APT offers a
PRICE MATCH GUAR-
ANTEE and RISK FREE
RESERVATIONS. Carri-
ers are all licensed and
bonded. Free quote! Call
1-844-875-1997
NEED HELP with Family
Law? Can’t Afford a
$5,000 Retainer?
www.familycourtdirect.co
m/Family/Law - Low Cost
Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help
Now! Call 1-888-417-
4602 Mon-Fri 7am to 4
pm PCT
NEW STARTING Base
Pay - .50 cpm w/ option
to make .60 cpm for
Class A CDL Flatbed
Drivers, Excellent Bene-
fits, Home Weekends,
Call 800-648-9915 or
www.boydandsons.com
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SMART HOME Installa-
tions? Geeks on Site will
install your WIFI, Door-
bells, Cameras, Home
Theater Systems &
Gaming Consoles. $20
OFF coupon 42537!
(Restrictions apply) 855-
668-0067
WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC - Timeshare
Cancellation Experts -
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

Hi and Lois

Agnes

Rose is Rose

Peanuts

SPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

Beetle Bailey

Snuffy Smith

Blondie

Funky Winkerbean
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PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Fleece
Blankets, Appliqué, Zip-
pers, Hemming, Memory
T-Shirt, Special Orders
260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County
Fairgrounds, Portland,

IN
Saturday, January 30th,

2021
10:00am

2001 Chevy 2500 Ext
4x4; 1991 Gore 3-horse
trailer; 2-seat Amish

buggy w/top, windshield,
side curtains, and

brakes; Coca-Cola Indy
car go-cart;500w gener-
ator;   snow blower; rid-
ing/push mowers;
grinders; drill press;

tools; saws; nails; flares;
more.

Winchester model 61,
67; Savage Mark II;
Favorite Model 1915;
Belgium 22/32; Heritage
Rough Rider 22; Chiap-

pa 1873-22;
Hopkins/Allen Blue
Jacket 22; shells; BB
guns; knives; Coins;

more.
Earnhardt collectibles;
Matchbox toys; Model
cars, motorcycles, trac-
tors; only a partial list!
Cards; comics; year-
books; too much to list!
Mr & Mrs James Roach 

Loy Auction
AU31600027
260-726-2700
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

2ND SHIFT WAITRESS
NEEDED ASAP Plus a
2nd shift cook. Work 3
days on/3 days off, 2pm-
10pm. Call Jinny’s Cafe
260-997-8300 between
8am & 2pm  
EXPERIENCED SEMI
DRIVER needed in Port-
land, IN. Monday-Friday
dedicated run only,
$0.55/mile, 2500-3000
miles/week. Lots of ben-
efits included. Call/text
260.251.1930 or email
miranda.hummer@tjx-
pservice.com  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial

Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LIMBERLOST APART-
MENTS, GENEVA 1&2
bedroom Available &
move-in ready! Income
Qualifications Apply.
Rent Range: $427-$735
Rental Assistance May
Be Available - call to
inquire. Options with all
utilities included. 260-
368-7900 Limber-
lostApts@RentBiggs.co
m TDD: 7-1-1 An Equal
Opportunity Provider.  
INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 
NICE TWO-BEDROOM
DUPLEX apartment with
central air, gas heat, out-
side deck. $385 plus
deposit, no pets period.
260-726-8497. 
1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS now
available. Water, sewer,
trash included in rent.
Rent is based on
income, HUD vouchers
accepted. Call Geneva
Shores Apartments; 260-
368-9129, or pick up an
application at 295 South
Hale St.; Geneva, IN.
Equal Opportunity
Provider. 

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

CCoonnttrraacctt
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100 JOBS WANTED
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A             RMERS   C
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230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

BANNERS

40” x 13”

BUY ONE
FOR 
$695
GET 

ONE FOR
$350
Birthdays,

Anniversaries,
Get Well,

Just Because,
Valentine’s

Day,
and Many
Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Open 
8 a.m. - 4
p.m.

Custom sizes
available.
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  Public Notice
Jay County Public Library, Jay County, Indiana
Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2020

Local Beg. Cash End Cash 
Fund Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.
Number Name Jan. 1, 2020 Receipts Disbursements Dec. 31, 2020 
100 Library Operating Fund $570,185.05 $1,051,952.54 $993,504.30 $628,633.29
101 Petty Cash $100.00 $0.00 $0.00 $100.00
102 Change $150.00 $0.00 $0.00 $150.00
200 Gift $179,082.37 $7,432.17 $7,527.61 $178,986.93
201 Rainy Day $181,520.20 $79,121.80 $77,288.86 $183,353.14
226 Endowment Allocation $55,594.64 $13,826.86 $3,713.02 $65,708.48
276 State Technology Fund $0.00 $4,464.00 $4,464.00 $0.00
400 Library Improvement

Reserve $530,384.14 $104,531.16 $15,867.18 $619,048.12
801 Evergreen Indiana $60.04 $60.53 $106.72 $13.85
802 Withholding Funds $0.00 $119,474.63 $119,474.63 $0.00
809 Flexible Benefit $1,589.32 $1,500.00 $3,089.32 $0.00

Total All Funds $1,518,665.76 $1,382,363.69 $1,225,035.64 $1,675,993.81
1-23-2021- HSPAXLP
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Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
2021 TERM
CAUSE No.

38CO1-2101-PL-00002
CG Investment LLC,

Plaintiff
vs.

CrossRoads Financial Federal
Credit Union, First

National Bank f/k/a First Mer-
chants Bank,

Yolanda Hare, Jill Goetz, all
unknown heirs of 

John Hare as well as any and
all persons, or entities,

whomsoever who may claim
an interest in the Real 

Estate sought to be quieted 
Defendants

NOTICE OF QUIET TITLE
ACTION

Comes now CG Investment LLC
and gives notice that it has filed
its complaint to quiet title to the
following described real estate: 
Lots Numbered Fifty-seven (57),
Fifty-eight (58) and Fifty-nine
(59) in the Mt. Auburn Addition
to the Town, now City of
Dunkirk, Indiana.
Notice is hereby given that on
the 19th day of January, 2021,
the Plaintiff filed its complaint
for quieting of the title to said
real estate against the named
Defendants and any other per-
son, corporation or entity claim-
ing any interest whatsoever in
the said real estate.
Any persons, corporations or
entities claiming an interest in
said real estate should file their
answer objecting to the quieting
of said title in the Plaintiff with
the Jay Circuit Court in this
cause no later than thirty (30)
days following the date of the
last publication of this notice.
Failure to make known such ob-
jections to the Court may result
in judgement by default being
entered for the relief de-
manded in the complaint.   
The attorney representing the
Plaintiff is William W. Hinkle,

121 W High St., 
Portland, IN  47371.
Dated this 22nd day 
of January, 2021
Jon Eads, Clerk 
Jay Circuit Court

CR 1-27,2-3-32021HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF PROPOSED 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS                      
Notice is hereby given the taxpayers of Jay County, Indiana that
the proper legal officers of Jay County Council at the Jay County
Court House, at 7:00 o'clock p.m., on the 9th day of December
2020 will consider the following additional appropriations in
excess of the budget for the current year.

COUNTY GENERAL
1000-006-40-0016 Trucks $23,144.81

LEPC
1152-001-20-0011 Office Supplies $1,317.33
1152-001-20-0045 Misc. Expense/supplies $3,939.66
1152-001-30-0012 Travel Expense $2,451.48
1152-001-30-0021 Postage $300.00
1152-001-30-0026 Telephone $533.71
1152-001-30-0030 Legal Ads $641.46
1152-001-30-0083 Repair & Maintenace $1,273.38

CORNERSTONE PERPETUATION 
1202-001-30-0146 Location of Cornerstones $8,000.00

DEFFERAL-Prosecutor
2400-001-30-0041 Transcripts & Records $1,868.90
2400-001-30-0127 Crime Control $2,500.00
2400-001-40-0011 Office Equipment $5,230.00

PROBATION USER FEES
2501-001-30-0013 Probation 

Computer Maintenance $3,500.00
COUNTY CORRECTIONS

4900-001-40-0022 Equipment $923.47
DRUG FREE-Sheriff

4902-001-40-0017 Radio Equipment/Acessories $2,621.53
COURT ASAA & E

4913-001-30-0147 SAP Contractual Services $20,000.00
COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS GRANT

8106-001-10-0017 Employer Social Security $3,946.00
8106-001-10-0018 Employer PERF $5,777.00
8106-001-10-0048 Executive Director $28,998.00
8106-001-10-0049 Health Ins $6,600.00
8106-001-10-0127 Deputy Director $22,585.00
8106-001-20-0011 Office Supplies $400.00
8106-001-20-0022 Gas, Oil, Lube $500.00
8106-001-30-0012 Travel & Training $706.50
8106-001-30-0026 Telephone $2,043.00
8106-001-30-0044 Utilities $1,850.00

COVID19 VACCINE GRANT
8121-001-10-0104 Assistant Nurse $20,790.00
8121-001-10-0103 Part-time $16,085.52
8121-001-10-0017 Social Security $2,821.00
8121-001-20-0040 Medical Supplies $623.48

Total $151,651.23
Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be
heard.  The additional appropriation as  finally made will be
referred to the Department of Local Government Finance. The
DLGF will make a written determination as to the sufficiency of
funds to support the appropriations made within fifteen (15)
days of receipt of a certified copy of the action time.

Anna Culy
Jay County Auditor

CR/NS 1-27-2021-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
TO THE OWNERS OF THE
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL

ESTATE AND ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE
OF SHERIFF’S SALE

By virtue of a certified copy of a
decree to me directed from the
Clerk of Jay Superior Court of
Jay County, Indiana, in Cause
No.: 38C01-2007-MF-000008,
wherein PennyMac Loan Ser-
vices, LLC, was Plaintiff, and
Krista N. Rodeffer, was/were
Defendant(s), requiring me to
make the sum as provided for in
said Decree with interest and
cost, I will expose at public sale
to the highest bidder, on the
25th day of February, 2021, at
the hour of 10:00 AM, or as soon
thereafter as is possible, at 120
N. Court Street, Suite 305, 3rd
Floor Courthouse, Portland, IN
47371, the fee simple of the
whole body of Real Estate in
Jay County, Indiana.

Lot 79 in Mt. Auburn Addi-
tion to the Town of Dunkirk,
Indiana, the plat of which is
recorded in Plat Book B,
Page 46, in the Office of the
Recorder of Jay County, Indi-
ana.
More Commonly Known As:
134 Mount Auburn Street,
Dunkirk, IN 47336
38-09-09-202-057.000-014

Together with rents, issues, in-
come, and profits thereof, said
sale will be made without re-
lief from valuation or appraise-
ment laws.

Dwane Ford
Jay County Sheriff
Jennifer L. Snook 

MARINOSCI LAW GROUP, P.C.
455. West Lincolnway, Ste. B

Valparaiso, IN 46385
CR 1-20,27,2-32021HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY

IN THE JAY COUNTY
COURT

Cause No.
38C01-2101-MI-000001

In RE THE 
NAME CHANGE OF:

Kyle Theurer
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME Peti-
tioner, Kyle Theurer, whose
mailing and residential ad-
dress is 3439 N 1100 W., Pen-
nville, IN 47369, of Jay
County, Indiana, hereby gives
notice that he filed a petition
in Jay County Circuit Court
on January 7, 2021 requesting
that his name, be changed to
Kyle Stant. Notice is further
given that any person has the
right to object to said name
change and to file objections
to said petition. Dated this
7th day of January, 2021.   

Jon Eads 
Clerk of Jay Circuit Court

CR 1-13,20,27-2021 HSPAXLP
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Continued from page 8
“In my heart I am at

peace,” he also wrote.
“Nothing, zero, none of  the
claims being made by any
of  the writers hold merit.”
Bonds’ ex-wife testified

in 1995 during divorce pro-
ceedings that he beat and
kicked her. Bonds said he
never physically abused
her but once kicked her
after she kicked him.
In 2008, the New York

Daily News reported that
Clemens had a decade-long
relationship with country
singer Mindy McCready
that began when she was 15
and he was a star for the
Boston Red Sox. Clemens
apologized for unspecified
mistakes in his personal
life and denied having an
affair with a 15-year-old.
McCready later told “Inside
Edition” she met Clemens
when she was 16 and that

the relationship didn’t turn
sexual until several years
later.
The BBWAA recently

voted overwhelmingly to
remove the name and
imprint of  former Commis-
sioner Kenesaw Mountain
Landis from MVP plaques.
Landis became commis-
sioner in 1920, and there
were no Black players in
the majors during his more
than two decades in charge.
Further down the ballot,

outfielder Gary Sheffield
jumped from 30.5% to
40.6% on his seventh time
on the ballot and Jeff  Kent
improved from 27.5% to
32.4% in his eighth year.
The 2022 ballot also will

include Phillies stars
Jimmy Rollins and Ryan
Howard, switch-hitting
slugger Mark Teixeira and
two-time Cy Young Award
winner Tim Lincecum.

Continued from page 8
The first Super Bowl matchup of

former league MVPs came in the
1976 season when Oakland’s Ken
Stabler (1974 winner) beat Min-
nesota’s Fran Tarkenton (1975 win-
ner).
Denver’s John Elway was part of

the next two MVP matchups, losing
to San Francisco’s Joe Montana
after the 1989 season and beating
Green Bay’s Brett Favre eight years
later.
Then it happened again in back-

to-back seasons in 2015-16 with Den-
ver’s Peyton Manning besting Car-
olina’s Cam Newton and Brady
beating Atlanta’s Matt Ryan.
Brady was also part of  the only

previous matchup of  Super Bowl
MVPs losing a rematch to Eli Man-
ning and the New York Giants fol-
lowing the 2011 season.
This will also be the second time

in NFL history that the past two
championship quarterbacks are
facing off  in the title game. The
only other time it happened came in
1943 when Washington’s Sammy
Baugh faced Chicago’s Sid Luck-
man. Baugh had won the title with
Washington in 1942 and Luckman
with the Bears in 1941.
Brady is also the fourth quarter-

back to start Super Bowls for two
franchises, joining Peyton Manning
(Indianapolis and Denver), Kurt
Warner (Rams and Arizona) and
Craig Morton (Dallas and Denver).

Celebrate at home
The Bucs will be the first team to

play the Super Bowl at their home
stadium, although two others got
to play for the title in their home
markets.
In the 1979 season, the Los Ange-

les Rams went to the Super Bowl
against Pittsburgh at the Rose
Bowl in Pasadena, California,
where they lost 31-19 to the Steel-
ers.
Five years later, the San Francis-

co 49ers won the title just a few
miles south of  their home at Can-
dlestick Park with a 38-16 win over
the Miami Dolphins at Stanford
Stadium.
With a win Feb. 7, the Bucs will

be the first team in the NFL, NBA,
NHL or Major League Baseball to
win it all at its home venue since
the Golden State Warriors did it in
the 2017 NBA Finals against Cleve-
land. Every title since then was
clinched on the road or in a neutral
site at the Super Bowl or in a coro-
navirus bubble.
The last time the NFL champion

finished the season by winning a
title at its own stadium came in the
1965 season when Vince Lombar-
di’s Green Bay Packers beat the
Cleveland Browns 23-12 at Lam-
beau Field in the final season
before the Super Bowl.

Going wild
Tampa Bay was the first team in

10 years to make it to the Super
Bowl despite not winning the divi-
sion. 
The Bucs are hoping to follow

the path the Green Bay Packers
took in the 2010 season when they
finished second in the NFC North
but went on to win the Super Bowl
against Pittsburgh.
The Packers were the sixth wild-

card team to win it all, joining the
Oakland Raiders (1980 season),
Denver (1997), Baltimore (2000),
Pittsburgh (2005) and the New York
Giants (2007).
No team has even made it to the

Super Bowl after playing in the
wild-card round since 2012 when
Baltimore and San Francisco did
it. The Ravens won that game 34-31. 

Keep it close
No one has been able to blow out

Patrick Mahomes since he took
over as Chiefs starter in 2018.
Mahomes has lost just nine games
as a starter with the most lopsided
being a 40-32 defeat to the Raiders
this past October for his only loss
in his past 26 starts.
He has also lost twice by seven

points, twice by six, three times by
three and once by one point. The
last time Mahomes lost by more
than one possession in a game
came in his final year in college at
Texas Tech, when the Red Raiders
fell 66-10 to Iowa State on Nov. 19,
2016.
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Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Junior high boys bas-
ketball ACAC tournament TBA; Junior
high girls basketball ACAC tournament
TBA

Thursday
Jay County — Swimming at Marion –

6 p.m.; Girls basketball at South Adams
(varsity only) – 7 p.m.; Gymnastics vs.
Huntington North – 6:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball at
Coldwater – 5:30 p.m.; Swimming vs.
Coldwater at South Adams – 6 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Boys basketball triple-

header vs. Bluffton – 6 p.m.

Sports on tap
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Patriot girls hoops meets
Starfires on Thursday,
see Sports on tap

Thursday’s paper will have
a preview of Friday’s

Jay boys basketball game

By JAKE SEINE
AP Sports Writer
NEW YORK — The base-

ball Hall of  Fame won’t
have any new players in the
class of  2021 after voters
decided no one had the mer-
its — on the field or off  —
for enshrinement in Coop-
erstown.
Curt Schilling, Barry

Bonds and Roger Clemens
were the closest in voting by
members of  the Baseball
Writers’ Association of
America released Tuesday,
and the trio will have one
more chance at election
next year. It’s the first time
the BBWAA didn’t choose
anyone since 2013. 
Schilling, a right-handed

ace who won three World
Series titles, finished 16
votes short of  the 75%
threshold necessary for
enshrinement. He got 71.1%
percent this time after com-
ing up 20 votes shy at 70%
last year.
Schilling’s on-field

accomplishments face little
dispute, but he has ostra-
cized himself  in retirement
by directing hateful
remarks toward Muslims,
transgender people, jour-
nalists and others. 
“It’s all right, the game

doesn’t owe me anything,”
Schilling said during a live
video stream on his Twitter
account. 
He later wrote on Face-

book that he has asked the
Hall of  Fame to remove his
name from next year’s bal-
lot. Hall of  Fame Board
Chairman Jane Forbes
Clark said in a statement
that the board “will consid-
er the request at our next
meeting.”
Bonds (61.8%) and

Clemens (61.6%) made min-
imal gains and joined
Schilling in falling short on
their ninth tries. Both face
suspicions of  performance-
enhancing drug use —
Clemens has denied using
PEDs and Bonds has denied
knowingly using PEDs.
Bonds also has been

accused of  domestic vio-
lence and Clemens of  main-
taining a decade-long rela-
tionship with a singer who
was 15 when they met.
Schilling, Clemens and

Bonds will be joined on next
year’s ballot by sluggers
Alex Rodriguez and David
Ortiz. Rodriguez was sus-
pended for the 2014 season
for violating MLB’s PED
policy and collective bar-
gaining agreement, and
Ortiz’s name allegedly
appeared on a list of  players
who tested positive in 2003.
Omar Vizquel, an 11-time

Gold Glove winner, dropped
from 52.6% last year to
49.1% after his wife accused
him of  repeated domestic
abuses in December. Braves
star Andruw Jones, arrest-
ed in 2012 on a domestic vio-
lence charge, got 33.9% in
his fourth year. Rockies
slugger Todd Helton, who
pleaded guilty to driving
under the influence and
was sentenced to two days
in jail last year, got 44.9% in
his third time on the ballot.
Some players missed out

over old-fashioned baseball
disagreements, too. Slick-
fielding third baseman
Scott Rolen moved from
35.3% to 52.9% and hard-
throwing closer Billy Wagn-
er from 31.7% to 46.4%.
It’s the ninth time the

BBWAA didn’t elect anyone
and just the third time since
1971. With the Hall of
Fame’s Era Committees
postponing their scheduled
elections until next offsea-
son because of  the pandem-

ic, there won’t be a new Hall
class for the first time since
1960.
Cooperstown won’t be

without celebration next
summer, though. After the
2020 ceremony in the
upstate New York village
was canceled due to the
pandemic, Yankees great
Derek Jeter and five-tool
star Larry Walker will take
center stage on July 25, a
year later than planned.
They’ll be honored along-
side catcher Ted Simmons
and late players’ associa-
tion chief  Marvin Miller.
BBWAA members are

instructed to elect Hall
members “based upon the
player’s record, playing
ability, integrity, sports-
manship, character, and
contributions to the team(s)
on which the player
played.”
At a time when social jus-

tice movements are push-
ing for a broader reckoning
on sexual misconduct and
racial inequality, character
evaluation took on an out-
sized role in this election
cycle. While the Hall’s
inductees already include
racists, cheaters, philander-
ers and criminals, the cur-
rent voting bloc has — nar-
rowly, in many cases —
taken a stand against candi-
dates they think have insuf-
ficient integrity.
With 401 ballots returned,

candidates needed 301 votes
to gain election. A record 14
voters submitted blank bal-
lots, topping the 12 sent in
2006.
Schilling — a six-time

All-Star over 20 seasons
with Baltimore, Houston,
Philadelphia, Arizona and
Boston — has been
embroiled in controversy
throughout his retirement. 
He launched a video

game company, 38 Studios,
that went bankrupt shortly
after receiving a $75 million
loan guarantee from Rhode
Island, then was fired as an
ESPN analyst after he sent
a tweet comparing Muslim
extremists to Nazi-era Ger-
mans and posted a deroga-
tory Facebook comment
about transgender people.
Months later, Schilling

was again criticized after
using social media to
applaud a T-shirt calling for
journalists to be lynched.
On Jan. 6, the day of  the

attack on the U.S. Capitol,
he said the following in a
message on his Twitter
account:
“You cowards sat on your

hands, did nothing while
liberal trash looted rioted
and burned for air Jordan’s
and big screens, sit back ….
and watch folks start a con-
frontation for (expletive)
that matters like rights,
democracy and the end of
govt corruption.”
That tweet was sent a few

days after Hall of  Fame bal-
lots were due.
Schilling wrote on Face-

book that he would like the
veterans committee to
review his Hall case. That
panel — comprised of  for-
mer players, managers and
others in the game, along
with some writers — is
tasked with evaluating
players who don’t get elec-
tion via the BBWAA vote.
“I’ll defer to the veterans

committee and men whose
opinions actually matter
and who are in a position to
actually judge a player,”
Schilling wrote. “I don’t
think I’m a hall of  famer as
I’ve often stated but if  for-
mer players think I am then
I’ll accept that with honor.”
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Baseball Hall
to get no new
members in ’21

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. (AP) —
Georgia defensive backs coach
Charlton Warren has been hired as
the new defensive coordinator and
linebackers coach at Indiana.
Warren replaces Kane Wommack,

who took the South Alabama head
coaching job after two seasons in
charge of  Indiana’s defense. War-
ren inherits a unit emerging as one
of  the top defenses in the country.
“I look forward to him capturing

the hearts and minds of  our defen-
sive players and coaches as he con-
tinues to build our defense,” coach
Tom Allen said Tuesday.

The 44-year-old Warren spent the
previous two seasons coaching
Georgia’s defensive backs. 
Prior to joining the Bulldogs

staff, he spent 2018 as Florida’s
cornerbacks coach and 2017 as
Tennessee’s defensive backs coach
and special teams coordinator.
Warren also has worked at

North Carolina, Nebraska and Air
Force, his alma mater, during a 16-
year coaching career and he par-
ticipated in the NFL minority
internship program with Houston. 
At training camp in 2007, War-

ren worked with the Texans defen-

sive ends and the special teams
units.
“I am humbled Coach Allen has

given me the opportunity to lead
this awesome group of  young men,”
Warren said. “I cannot wait to help
this team achieve greatness on and
off  the field.”
The former defensive back

earned three letters at Air Force
and was part of  back-to-back 10-win
seasons in 1997 and 1998. Following
graduation, he was at Eglin Air
Force Base in Florida as an air-to-
ground weapons program manager
for the Air Armament Center.

Hoosiers tab Warren as DC

By JOSH DUBOW
AP Pro Football Writer
There has never been a Super Bowl

matchup of  accomplished quarterbacks
quite like the one coming up next week
between Tampa Bay’s Tom Brady and
Kansas City’s Patrick Mahomes.
This will be the sixth Super Bowl

matchup between former AP NFL
MVPs, the second between former
Super Bowl MVP winning quarterbacks
and the first between players who had

previously won both awards.
Brady has won a record six Super

Bowl titles, four Super MVPs and three
league MVP awards since becoming
starter in New England in 2001. 
Mahomes is just getting started in his

career and already has one league MVP
and one Super Bowl MVP to his credit
and is back in the title game for the sec-
ond time.
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By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer
Ed Jones will return to

IndyCar after a one-year
absence for a second stint
driving for Dale Coyne Rac-
ing.
Jones was named

Wednesday as driver of  the
No. 18 Honda entered by
Coyne with Jimmy Vasser
and James Sullivan. The
car will be sponsored for a
fourth consecutive season
by SealMaster Pavement
Products.
A British citizen born in

Dubai, United Arab Emi-
rates, who currently lives
in Miami, Jones was side-
lined all of  2020 because of
COVID-19 travel restric-
tions. Jones was IndyCar’s
rookie of  the year in 2017
when he drove for Coyne
and finished third in the
Indianapolis 500.
The strong rookie season

helped Jones land a promo-
tion to Chip Ganassi Rac-
ing for one season, and he
then ran the street and road
course events for Ed Car-
penter Racing in 2019.
“We’re very happy to

have Ed Jones back with us.
We were sad to see him
leave after his first time
with us but we’ve kept in
touch since,” Coyne said.
“Ed had a great rookie sea-
son at DCR in 2017, which
included our best finish of
third at the Indianapolis
500. We hope to continue
where we left off  with him
and look forward to a
strong season.”

Jones
back at
IndyCar

QBs highlight super matchup
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Dow darts
Jay County High School senior Ashlyn Dow darts through the water on her way to the 100-

yard freestyle title on Saturday during the Allen County Athletic Conference championships at JCHS.
Dow had two individual victories and aided in two relays as the Patriots claimed their fourth
consecutive ACAC crown.


