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Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  21 degrees early
Tuesday morning before the
mercury dropped throughout
the day to a low of  10 just before
midnight. 

Snow in the forecast for this
afternoon is expected to contin-
ue tonight with up to 3 inches

of  accumulation possible. The
low will be 12.

Expect mostly cloudy skies
Thursday with a high of  20.
Temperatures are expected to
stay in the low 20s or lower
through at least Tuesday.

For an extended forecast, see
page 2.

The Dunkirk Foundation
is continuing to celebrate its
50th anniversary.

The organization is run-
ning a “$50 by 50 people”
campaign in an effort to raise
funds. Those interested in
donating can send a check to
The Dunkirk Foundation,
P.O. Box 202, Dunkirk, IN
47336.

Thursday — An update on
the ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic in Jay County.

Saturday — Results from
Friday’s girls swimming state
finals.

Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Two restored 1890s bridges
have been installed across the
Wabash River north of  Geneva.

With a price tag north of  $3.36
million, the restoration took
more than a decade of  fundrais-
ing to complete. But it’s only
phase one in a two-step plan to
connect Geneva and Berne with
a walking and biking trail.

Adams County residents cre-
ated the nonprofit South Adams
Trails about 13 years ago to
begin fundraising for the proj-
ect. 

“We looked at what’s hap-
pened in other communities
that really focused on trail
development, like Fort Wayne is
a good example,” said South
Adams Trails committee presi-
dent Randy Lehman, explaining
that Fort Wayne pedestrian
trails are used frequently. He
added that trails have become
more important in recent years
and that trails generate more
foot traffic for businesses near-
by.

“It’s an economic boom for
rural communities, just like
highways used to be, just like
the interstate used to be,”
Lehman continued.

The two iron bridges were
installed over the Wabash River
in November and December.
One, the old Grand Rapids and
Indiana railroad bridge, once
was used by freight and passen-
ger trains, counting author and
naturalist Gene Stratton-Porter
as a rider. It has been sitting
unused and partially disman-
tled for years. The other bridge
sat across the St. Mary’s River
in Decatur near the Bunge Cor-
poration.

The process for restoration
included disassembling the
bridge parts and shipping them
to a company in Pierceton, Indi-
ana. After committee members
discovered the total cost, it took
almost 10 years to raise the fund-
ing.

See Bridging page 2

By RILEY EUBANKS
The Commercial Review

INDIANAPOLIS — The
end of  the first half  of  the
state legislative session is
looming.

And unlike the Super
Bowl, the second half  is
expected to be just as con-
sequential.

“It’s kind of  exciting
we’re about halfway done
here,” State Sen. Travis
Holdman (R-Markle) said
near the end of  the Sen-
ate’s Tax and Fiscal Policy
Committee meeting Tues-
day. The committee voted
to pass seven bills, a
majority of  which are
authored by Holdman,
who represents parts of
northeast Indiana includ-
ing Jay County.

In the State House of
Representatives, House
Bill 1001, which will
appropriate the state’s
more than $40 billion
budget for the next two fis-
cal years, is expected to be
discussed today, with a
preliminary vote set for
Thursday in the House
Ways and Means Commit-
tee.

The bill marks a first for
State Rep. J.D. Prescott (R-
Union City) who was
assigned to the budget-
focused committee this
session. Prescott repre-
sents Jay and Randolph
counties and part of
Delaware County.

The budget bill has
until Feb. 22 to pass out of
the House. It will then go
to the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee, of
which Holdman is a mem-
ber.

The deadline for Senate
Bills to be passed and sent
to the House is Feb. 23.
Holdman is expected to
have quite a few bills to
send to the House. Mean-
while, Prescott has had
one bill referred to the
Senate for consideration.

See Session page 2

Bridging the gap

Photo provided

Crews from PRIMCO Construction Company install the restored and refubished
1890s Grand Rapids and Indiana Railroad bridge over the Wabash River north of Geneva.
It joined another 1890s bridge that was installed in November. The bridges are part of
an ongoing South Adams Trails project that will eventually connect the Rainbow Lake
area to Lehman Park in Berne.
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Guard gets started
Chloe Ruiz performs Friday night during the Jay County High School winter guard’s

parent preview show at East Jay Elementary School. JCHS earned a state berth in competition
Saturday at Anderson. The group will compete again this weekend at Westfield.

By LISA MASCARO,
ERIC TUCKER,
MARY CLARE JALONICK
and JILL COLVIN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Open-
ing arguments began today
in Donald Trump’s
impeachment trial  after an
emotional first day that
wrenched senators and the
nation back to the deadly
Jan. 6 attack on the U.S.
Capitol.

Trump’s attorneys
sought to halt the trial on
constitutional grounds, but
lost that bid on Tuesday.
Their arguments were
meandering at times, leav-
ing Trump fuming over his
lawyers’ performance and
allies questioning the
defense strategy. Some

called for yet another
shakeup to his legal team.

House Democratic prose-
cutors are seeking to link
Trump directly to the riot
that left five people dead,
replaying videos of  the riot-
ers trying to stop the certi-
fication of  Democrat Joe
Biden’s victory and
Trump’s statements urging
them to fight the election
results.

Senators, many of  whom
fled for safety the day of  the
attack, watched the graphic
videos of  the Trump sup-
porters who battled past
police to storm the halls,
Trump flags waving. More
video was expected today,
including some that hasn’t
been seen before.

See Arguments page 5
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SERVICES
Today

Stone, James: 1:30 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod

Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-

merce St., Portland.

Friday
Craig, Carolyn: 10 a.m., First

Light Church, 140 Elva Court,

Vandalia, Ohio.

Saturday
Wheeler, Oneida: 11 a.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,

221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Ryan, Ashlee: 2 p.m., All Sea-

son’s Banquet Facility, 141 W.

State St., Albany.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

Photo provided

Pet of the week
Sheila, a 12-year-old spayed and declawed female, is available for adoption from

Midwest Pet Refuge in Portland. The fee is $35. Applications for adoption are available at
midwestpetrefuge.com.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

CR almanac
Thursday

2/11
Friday 
2/12

Saturday
2/13

Sunday
2/14

Monday
2/15

20/12 22/14 21/2 9/-4 12/5
Cooler

with a 20%
chance of
snow at night.
Otherwise
mostly cloudy.
10 to 15 mph
winds.

Presi-
dent’s Day
will be
warmer with
a 40%
chance of
snow at
night.

Mostly
cloudy with
temperatures
plunging well
below freezing
at night.

Cooler and
mostly cloudy
with a 30%
chance of
snow in the
afternoon.
Near 0
degrees late.

Warmer
under mostly
cloudy skies
with tempera-
tures dipping
into the teens
at night.

Markets

On Feb. 10, 1967, the
25th Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution, deal-
ing with presidential
disability and succes-
sion, was ratified as
Minnesota and Nevada
adopted it.
In 1763, Britain,

Spain and France
signed the Treaty of
Paris, ending the Seven
Years’ War (also known
as the French and Indi-
an War in North Ameri-
ca).
In 1840, Britain’s

Queen Victoria married
Prince Albert of  Saxe-
Coburg and Gotha.
In 1936, Nazi Ger-

many’s Reichstag
passed a law investing
the Gestapo secret
police with absolute
authority, exempt from
any legal review.
In 1959, a major tor-

nado tore through the
St. Louis area, killing 21

people and causing
heavy damage.
In 1992, boxer Mike

Tyson was convicted in
Indianapolis of  raping
Desiree Washington, a
Miss Black America con-
testant. (Tyson served
three years in prison.)
In 1996, a Tara Miller

3-pointer in the final sec-
onds lifted the Jay Coun-
ty High School girls bas-
ketball team to a 47-46
regional semifinal victo-
ry over Yorktown. (The
Patriots went on to fall to
host Kokomo in the
championship game
later the same day.)
In 2005, Britain’s

Prince Charles
announced he would
marry his divorced lover,
Camilla Parker Bowles,
in April. North Korea
boasted publicly for the
first time that it pos-
sessed nuclear weapons.

—AP and The CR

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................5.50
Wheat ......................6.04

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................5.57
March corn ..............5.54

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................5.46
March corn ..............5.51
Beans ......................13.92
March beans ..........13.92
Wheat ...................... 6.40
March wheat .......... 6.40

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................5.38
March corn ..............5.41
Beans ......................13.84
March beans ..........13.84
Wheat ...................... 6.25
March wheat .......... 6.27

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................5.23
March corn ..............5.26
Beans ......................13.69
March beans ..........13.75
Wheat ......................6.14
March wheat............6.14

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot: $42
million

Mega Millions
7-18-21-31-40 
Mega Ball: 9
Megaplier: 4
Estimated jackpot: $82

million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 00-5-7
Daily Four: 4-2-3-4
Quick Draw: 5-10-12-

15-21-23-24-27-29-33-38-39-
45-55-58-63-70-71-73-77

Evening
Daily Three: 7-2-4

Daily Four: 00-8-2-2
Quick Draw: 1-5-6-8-9-

14-21-24-32-36-43-44-47-56-
61-63-65-70-72-79

Cash 5: 28-33-36-43-44
Estimated jackpot:

$964,500

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 0-3-8
Pick 4: 9-8-3-8
Pick 5: 7-9-3-9-9
Evening
Pick 3: 4-9-6
Pick 4: 1-7-7-3
Pick 5: 1-9-7-6-5
Rolling Cash: 10-12-19-

26-35
Estimated jackpot:

$110,000

Today
7 p.m. — Jay County

Council, commissioners’
room, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

Thursday
8 a.m. — Upper

Wabash River Basin

Commission, Wells
County Government
Annex, 223 W. Washing-
ton St., Bluffton.

3 p.m. — Jay County
Commissioners execu-
tive session, commission-
ers’ room, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

Continued from page 1
Breaking the norm, the U.S.

Census Bureau data isn’t expect-
ed to be available until the sum-
mer, meaning the Indiana Gener-
al Assembly will be unable to
redraw district lines during a
normal session as it did in 2011
and 2001.

It was previously expected for
redistricting to be discussed in
either March or April, prior to
the end of  the current session. A
special session later in the year is
expected so redistricting can be
finalized for the 2022 elections.

Bills passed
Four additional bills authored

by Holdman are being sent to

the full Senate chamber for a
vote.

Senate Bill 364, which would
provide oversight of  the state
department of  agriculture and
its classification of  financial
“failures” from grain buyers,
was amended and passed out of
the Tax and Fiscal Policy Com-
mittee after it was first dis-
cussed last week.

An amendment introduced by
Holdman changed the bill to
provide a timeline for request-
ing an audit and possible sus-
pension for grain buyers that
are financially insolvent.

The other trio of  Holdman’s
bills passed out of  committee
and on its way to a vote in the

Indiana Senate would do the fol-
lowing:

•Senate Bill 214 would reestab-
lish an affordable and working
housing tax credit under the
state’s payment in lieu of  taxes
(PILOT) tax program.

•Senate Bill 234 redefines pay-
ment schedules for payroll pro-
cessing companies beginning in
2023.

•Senate Bill 257 would require
certain state departments to
annually report the number of
employees improperly classified
as independent contractors.

The Tax and Fiscal Policy Com-
mittee, which is chaired by Hold-
man, will meet once more Tues-
day morning. The agenda cur-

rently lists three bills authored
by Holdman on its docket.

New bills
Holdman was added as an

author to two new bills in
recent Senate sessions.

Senate Bill 323, also authored
by Sens. Justin Busch (R-Fort
Wayne) and Chip Perfect (R-
Lawrenceburg), would provide a
tax incentive program for music
to be recorded in Indiana.

Holdman said he was
inspired to hop on the bill while
visiting a filming sight for “The
Walking Dead” outside of
Atlanta. The area is known for a
large amount of  filming and
music production because of

Georgia’s tax incentive pro-
grams.

“I have never seen an episode
of  ‘The Walking Dead.’ But it has
been a renaissance of  sorts for
the community,” Holdman said,
adding that it pains him to see
Indiana has yet to create a pro-
gram of  its own.

Senate Bill 405, originally intro-
duced by Sen. Fady Qaddoura (D-
Indianapolis), would allow Indi-
anapolis legislative bodies to
establish a wastewater facility
improvement district.

Qaddoura, a first-year senator,
serves on the Tax and Fiscal Poli-
cy Committee with Holdman.

Holdman was added as a spon-
sor to House Bills 1432 and 1464.

School bus collision
A Jay School Corporation bus

driver turned onto Jack Street to
move around traffic and collided
with a Portland driver’s vehicle
about 3 p.m. Tuesday.

Tyler S. Alexander, 31, Portland,
was stopped in traffic on the street
near East Elementary School
when Karl S. Fennig, 61, Redkey,
turned the 2009 FRT B2B school
bus he was driving onto the street,
according to a Portland Police
Department report. The bus hit
Alexander’s 2010 Chevrolet Silver-
ado.

Damage is estimated between
$1,000 and $2,500.

Stop sign struck
A Portland resident drove into a

stop sign and left the scene about 2:30
p.m. Monday.

Connor S. Kunkle, 20, was driving
north on Franklin Street when he hit
the stop sign at the intersection with
Industrial Drive. Travis Theurer of
Portland watched Kunkle hit the sign
with his 2004 Chevrolet 2KH and then
continue driving, so he followed
behind the vehicle and called Port-
land police.

Damage is estimated between
$5,000 and $10,000.

Missed turn
A Fort Wayne resident backed

into a Berne resident’s vehicle
about 2:54 p.m. Tuesday.

Natalia S. Geromino, 20, was driv-
ing north on Bryant Pike when a
2019 Dodge PRM in front of  her
stopped abruptly after the intersec-
tion with Wilson Street. She told
Jay County Sheriff ’s Office she
slammed on her brakes to stop
when the Dodge, driven by Aaron
M. Rose, 22, began backing up. (Rose
told officers he missed his turn.)
Geromino used her horn to try to
get Rose’s attention before he
backed into her 2018 Chevrolet
Express.

Damage is estimated less than
$1,000.

Session ...

Continued from page 1
South Adams Trails

wouldn’t have been able to
afford the project if  it were
not for two grants,
Lehman explained. It
received an Indiana
Department of  Trans-
portation Transportation
Enhancements Grant,
which is specifically tar-
geted for trail projects.
The grant funds 80% of  a
project’s cost, coming to a
total for the project at
more than $2.69 million.

Another grant through
Indiana Regional Develop-

ment Authority provided
$498,000, and another
$175,400 came from the
Adams County Communi-
ty Foundation and Green-
ways Foundation out of
Indianapolis. That left
South Adams Trails to
raise about $673,400.

The bridges now sitting
across the Wabash River
are still being treated with
concrete for the pathway.
Once the decking is fin-
ished, both will be painted
red.

Currently, the trail
begins at Rainbow Lake

and goes north to the
Wabash River. Once the
bridges are finished, the
trail will continue to coun-
ty road 850 South. It also
connects to Snow Ceme-
tery and the Ceylon Cov-
ered Bridge near Limber-
lost Park.

Phase two will include
finishing the last 2-mile
segment to Lehman Park
in Berne. In total, the trail
will span about 3.5 miles
once completed. 

Laura Schwartz, who
lives next to the trail in
Geneva, walks along the

path at least once a week
with her boys, Henry and
Eliot Beaver and Robin
and Jonah Saxman, and
her dogs. An avid nature
lover, she’s been on the
South Adams Trails com-
mittee for a few years and
is thrilled to have a walk-
ing and biking path next
door.

“I think it creates an
excellent opportunity to
get outside into nature and
to exercise,” she said. “It’s
(also) another way of  con-
necting the two communi-
ties.” 

Capsule Reports

Bridging ...



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Wednesday
AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

STRESS AND ANXI-
ETY CLASS — Meets each
Wednesday at 2nd Chance
at Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information,
call (206) 726-9625 or (260)
703-0534.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT

GROUP — For caregivers
of  persons with
Alzheimer’s disease or
related dementias, the
group will meet at 6 p.m.
the second Wednesday of
each month at Blackford
Community Hospital con-
ference room, 410 Pilgrim
Boulevard in Hartford
City. For more informa-
tion, call Joni Slentz or
Lisa Garrett at (765) 348-
1072 or (800) 272-3900.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Thursday at
The Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,

call (260) 766-2006.
SENIOR CITIZENS

CARD CLUB — Will meet
at 1 p.m. on the first, sec-
ond, third and fifth
Thursday of  each month
at Jay Community Center.

INDIANA UNIVERSI-
TY HEALTH JAY HOSPI-
TAL OSTOMY SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month in Indiana
University Health Jay
Hospital Conference
Room B. The group is for
ostomy and intestinal
diversion patients and
their friends and family
to offer mutual support
and learn about the latest
products and informa-
tion. 

JAY COUNTY TRAILS
CLUB — Will meet at 7
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month at Jay
Community Center.

PIKE FRIENDS AND
NEIGHBORS — Will meet
at 5 p.m. Thursday, Feb.
11. Dinner will be at 5:30
p.m.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. upstairs at True
Value Hardware, Meridi-
an Street, Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 729-2532.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

BRYANT AREA COM-
MUNITY CENTER —
Walking from 9 to 10 a.m.
every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free preg-
nancy testing with ongo-
ing support during and
after pregnancy. The cen-
ter is located at 216 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
Hours are 1 to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. For
more information or to
schedule an appointment,
call (260) 726-8636. Walk-
ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come. 

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 5:30
p.m., with the meeting at 6
p.m., in the fellowship
hall at Evangelical
Methodist Church, 930 W.
Main St., Portland. New
members welcome. For
more information, call
(260) 726-5312. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first
and third Monday of  each
month at Richards
Restaurant.

JAY COUNTY DRUG
PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at 3:30
p.m. the third Monday of
each month in room 106 at
John Jay Center for
Learning, 101 S. Meridian
St. in Portland. For more
information, call (260)
251-3259.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

M-Tu-Th-Fr 7 a.m.-5 p.m.
Wed. 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Sat. 7:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Visit Us 24/7
Pictures, Prices 

& Options
www.hastingsauto.com

2018 Chevrolet Equinox LT $16,900
FWD, Remote Start, Bluetooth,Heated Front Seats 34,000 miles

2017 Buick Encore Preferred II $15,900
AWD, Bluetooth, Remote Start, Back-up Camera, 35,000 miles

2013 Ford Edge LTD AWD $12,200
bluetooth, backup camera, sunroof, heated leather seats with 102,000 miles

2018 Chevrolet Cruze LT $13,900
bluetooth, remote start, backup camera, heated seats, 19,900 miles

2018 Chrysler Pacifica Limited $27,200
heated and cooled seats, sunroof, remote start, 30,500 miles

1999 Pontiac Bonneville SE $3,500
111,000 miles, local trade, very clean

2020 Chevrolet Malibu LT $15,900
remote start, Bluetooth, backup camera 37,500 miles

110 S. Wayne St., 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4617 
1-877-422-0228

Kinder Haus Daycare at Swiss Village is now seeking a Full-Time
Team Teacher. Varied hours from 6am-6pm M-F. Responsibilities
include providing high quality child care services and assisting the
Lead Teacher with supervision of the classroom. Must have a high
school diploma or GED and be at least 18 years of age. Strong desire
to work with children required. Educational background in early
childhood is preferred.

Interested applicants may send resumes to:
Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist

Swiss Village
1350 W. Main St., Berne, IN 46711
Or email: careers@swissvillage.org

Kinder Haus Daycare

FARM TOOLS & EQUIPMENT SALE

FORT RECOVERY NAPA SUPPLY
205 N. WAYNE ST. FORT RECOVERY, OH 45846

419-375-4137
UNION CITY NAPA SUPPLY

308 W. CHESTNUT ST. UNION CITY, IN. 47390

765-964-3191

Feb. 15th - 20th, 2021

TOOLS & EQUIPMENT 
The Filter Company that gives you a written Warranty

AND LOTS OF OTHER SPECIALS THROUGHOUT THE STORE.
DO NOT MISS THIS GREAT SALE.

Oil & grease
products,

Farm 
bearings &

belts

Balkamp
Products

up to

20% OFF

Filters 
up to

75% OFF
List 

Love Worn
In a tavern on the Southside of  Chicago
a man sits with his wife. From their corner booth
each stares at strangers just beyond the other’s shoul-

der,
nodding to the songs of  their youth. Tonight they will

not fight.
Thirty years of  marriage sits between them
like a bomb. The woman shifts
then rubs her right wrist as the man recalls the day
when they sat on the porch of  her parents’ home.
Even then he could feel the absence of  something
desired or planned. There was the smell
of  a freshly tarred driveway, the slow heat,
him offering his future to folks he did not know.
And there was the blooming magnolia tree in the dis-

tance—
its oversized petals like those on the woman’s dress,
making her belly even larger, her hands
disappearing into the folds.
When the last neighbor or friend leaves their booth
he stares at her hands, which are now closer to his,
remembers that there had always been some joy. Lean-

ing
closer, he believes he can see their daughter in her eyes.

BY TED KOOSER
U.S. Poet Laureate

In many American
poems, the poet makes a
personal appearance and
offers us a revealing
monologue from center
stage, but there are lots
of  fine poems in which
the poet, a stranger in a
strange place, observes
the lives of  others from a
distance and imagines

her way into them. This
poem by Lita Hooper is a
good example of  this
kind of  writing.

Marriage sits
like a bomb

American
Life in Poetry

American Life in Poetry is
made possible by The Poetry
Foundation (poetryfounda-
tion.org), publisher of  Poet-
ry magazine. It is also sup-
ported by the Department of
English at the University of
Nebraska,

Lincoln. From Gathering
Ground: A Reader Celebrat-
ing Cave Canem’s First
Decade, University of  Michi-
gan Press, 2006, by permis-
sion of  the author. Poem
copyright © 2006 by Lita
Hooper.

BSU planetarium events scheduled
The planetarium at Ball State

University is hosting a series of
online events.

Charles W. Brown Planetarium
will explore constellations at 6:30
p.m. on Fridays via Facebook
Live.

The sessions will also be posted
to the planetarium’s YouTube
page.

All planetarium events are free
of  charge.

For more information, visit
bsu.edu/planetarium.

IU East dean’s list
Indiana University – East has

announced its chancellor’s and
dean’s lists for the fall semester.

Jay County residents making
the chancellor’s list were Elyse
Bost and Cheyenne Liette. The
chancellor’s list is the school’s
highest semester-based academic
achievement.

On the dean’s list were Ashlee
Brumbaugh, Maci Frantz, Ali
Harris, Collin Kriegbaum and
Arralina Naylor. In order to be
eligible for the dean’s list, a stu-
dent must have a grade point
average of  3.5 or higher for at
least 12 credit hours.

Taking
Note

Babysitter says cameras are odd
DEAR ABBY: I enjoy babysitting

for the children of  family and
friends. But while I have nothing
to hide, I hate how everyone seems
to have inside cameras. I feel like
I'm in a fishbowl, like if  I let their
kids veg in front of  the TV or the
computer, I'll be judged as lazy. I
also hate having my picture taken,
so the idea of  being on a live feed
all day is off-putting. 

Do I ask them to turn off  the
cameras, or stop babysitting? I
can't be the only person who is
uncomfortable being monitored all
day like a caged animal. What's a
good way of  handling this? —
MONITORED IN OHIO
DEAR MONITORED: People

usually have cameras inside
their home for security reasons,
and so they will have a warning
or evidence in case of  a break-
in. Parents and pet owners
enjoy peace of  mind knowing
they can periodically check to
see how their precious angels
are doing. The intent is not to
spy on you. 

If  you feel you are being
watched excessively, ask the
parents how they think you are
doing. Unless they complain
about your performance, a good
way of  handling this would be
to simply accept the situation,
or restrict your babysitting to
homes that are camera-free.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I have had a crush

on a man since we were in our
teens. We're now in our mid-40s.
Both of  us ended long-term rela-
tionships about a year ago. We
have stayed in contact every now
and then, but only as friends —
more like family. He was best
friends with my beloved late uncle. 

We have decided to meet, with
sex at the forefront of  our
thoughts. How do I prepare myself
to go into this with a sex-only
mind frame? Do you think this
could damage our 30-year friend-
ship? — NERVOUS IN OREGON
DEAR NERVOUS: It has been

my observation that men and
women view sexual relation-
ships differently. Women often
let their emotions get involved.
Men can more easily separate
the two. It could ABSOLUTELY
damage your 30-year friendship
if  what he expects is a casual
friends-with-benefits relation-
ship and at some point you
decide you need more from this
man you have had a crush on
since your teens.

••••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Dear
Abby

Community Calendar
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To the editor:
A recent Commercial Review

editorial said that there should be
accountability.

I agree, but for totally different
reasons.

Former secretary of  state
Hillary Clinton destroyed 32,000
emails under legal subpoena. She
was never indicted. Former pres-
ident Donald Trump was
impeached for failing to comply
with illegal subpoenas that were
issued by U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff
(D-California) before the house
voted him subpoena power.
Accountability?

Trump was impeached for a
quid pro quo with the Ukraine

despite every witness admitting
they had no evidence that he was
guilty. President Joe Biden is on
video bragging that he used a bil-
lion U.S. dollars to get the prose-
cutor investigating his son fired.
There has been no move by the
hypocritical Democrats to
impeach him. Accountability?

Now these same hypocrites are

impeaching Trump again for
telling his supporters to go to the
capital and “peacefully protest.”
When thousands of  rioters laid
siege to the White House injuring
dozens of  Secret Service agents,
tried to burn a church and looted
and burned businesses, it was a
“mostly peaceful protest” that
didn’t need the National Guard.
When a handful of  thugs who
supported Trump broke into the
Capital it was an “insurrection”
and an “attempted coup.” And it
required 25,000 National Guard to
protect the Capital from rioters
who never showed up. Accounta-
bility?

For five years, Democrats have

spewed an unending litany of
hate Trump lies and anti-Republi-
can vitriol that puts anything
Trump said to shame but it is
only Trump’s rhetoric that is hate
speech. Accountability?

Democrat run Big Tech is sys-
tematically trying to silence
Trump and all conservative
speech, calling it “hate speech”
when it is actually just speech
they hate. And all of  the real hate
speech that has been broadcast by
Democrats for decades is still
online and the Democrat purvey-
ors of  hate are still on Facebook
and Twitter. Accountability?

Just read another editorial by
the Washington Post that claims a

non-partisan study says One
News and Newsmax run a lot of
fake news and FOX distorts the
truth. No mention of  the Democ-
rat propaganda and outright lies
in their own paper or CNN,
MSNBC, the New York Times, the
AP or other Democrat news out-
lets. And no mention of  the three-
year Russia hoax that got full cov-
erage. Clearly the study was itself
a fake news source.

There is only accountability for
the right and none at all for the
left. Sad. Even sadder is the fact
that most on the left can’t even
see what is happening.

Stephen Erwin
Portland

Yes, there should be accountability

By DR. NIKKI STAMP
Special To The Washington Post

Government officials
from Western Australia
announced on Sunday that
millions of  people in the
southwest part of  our state
would plunge into a strict,
five-day lockdown after the
first case of  community
transmission in 10 months
was detected in a hotel
quarantine security
guard. The guard had
unfortunately contracted
the new strain of  the coro-
navirus first identified in
Britain.

It may seem strange to
act so aggressively for a
single case, but we Aus-
tralians complied. There
were no complaints of
infringing on freedoms.
No marches against
masks. My city of  Perth
came to a standstill. The
roads were quiet, and our
beaches were deserted. A
trip to the supermarket for
essential groceries saw
everyone wearing a mask -
for the first time. Other
states restricted travel of
West Australians, desper-
ate to keep the virus out.

The subsequent two
days didn't bring a rush of
cases that we feared;
instead, for the first two
days of  lockdown, no new
cases of  COVID-19 were
detected. Residents of
other countries might
think this was overkill; in
truth, that's how a proper
pandemic response should
look.

Since the beginning of
the pandemic, Australia
has had fewer than 30,000
cases of  COVID-19 in total,
a quarter of  the cases the
United States experiences
each day. In Perth, we have
had 904 cases for the entire
pandemic, the vast majori-
ty in returned travelers
from overseas.

As a consequence, our
hospitals are operating as
normal, not running out
of  oxygen like we've seen
in Britain, or hospital beds
as in the United States.
Our mortuaries are not
overflowing, and the great
majority of  doctors like
myself  have never even
seen a case of  COVID, let
alone cared for hundreds
or more like our overseas
counterparts.

Our low case numbers
of  COVID-19 have meant
that West Australians have
not been subjected to the
same restrictions around
the world after a nation-
wide lockdown first
gained control in March
2020. We don't wear masks,
and we have been able to
enjoy relatively mundane
things such as keeping
restaurants and bars full
of  patrons. Our sports
teams have continued to
play to crowds of  tens of
thousands of  spectators.

Our beaches have been as
busy as ever, and we've
shaken hands and hugged
our friends. Holidays such
as Christmas went ahead
as if  nothing were amiss,
without the threat of  mass
infections to follow.

The reasons we were
able to get to this point
have been largely due to
decisive political leader-
ship, leveraging our isola-
tion and strict rules. Our
international borders
remain closed, with entry
into Australia restricted to
citizens and permanent
residents who must com-
plete a compulsory two-
week hotel quarantine
with regular testing for
the deadly virus. We have
also closed or controlled
state borders, which have
offered protection from
localized outbreaks in the
rest of  the country.

Australians have largely
supported and adopted a
"go hard, go early"
approach. Early on in 2020,
we cried to politicians to
lock us down not only to
flatten the curve, but to
crush it. Melbourne resi-
dents endured a long and
harsh lockdown in 2020
after a local outbreak saw
cases increase, knowing
that they could avoid dis-
aster in doing so.

Whether you're
impressed by the swift
actions or concerned at
their severity, it's hard to
argue with how well they
have worked. That's espe-
cially true when you con-
trast these actions here, or
in other successful nations
such as New Zealand, with
the devastating inaction
around the world that has
cost many lives and inflict-
ed incalculable damage to
economies, social struc-
tures and mental health. It
may be too late to go early,
but it isn't too late for the
rest of  the world to go
hard.

Here in Perth, annihilat-
ing the chance of  any
transmission means that
we can quickly return to
the lifestyle we hold so
dear and, most important-
ly, continue to protect our
citizens from a pandemic.
We welcome the short-
term pain for what we
know will be long-term
gain; hopefully, others
around the world will do
the same.

••••••••••
Stamp is a heart and

lung surgeon in Perth, Aus-
tralia.

Australia has
welcomed rules

By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

“What was that noise?” I said.
“What noise?” said my wife.
“That noise,” I said.
We live in an old house, a really

old house.
It began its days as a horse barn

for the house my Haynes grand-
parents built about 1900. Some-
where around 1920, it was remod-
eled into a small bungalow for my
great-grandmother. And then —
more than 50 years ago — it was
added onto. And then, about 30
years ago, we added onto it again.

Because it started as a barn, it
has no basement. (There was in
the 1920s a small cellar complete
with coal chute, but that was filled
in during one of  the many expan-
sions.)

The result is a foundation that is
essentially a maze.

It also has hot water heat, and
that was the source of  the noise I
was complaining about.

The noise reached its peak
roughly between the AFC and NFC
championship football games in
the NFL. It was a Sunday, and we
were focused on the football. So we
let it go.

After all, old houses have their
own noises.

Trouble is, this one didn’t stop.
It wasn’t loud, but it was there. I

could hear it when I rolled over in
bed at night.

And by the time we woke up, two
things were evident: The noise was
louder. And the house was cold.

It was also getting colder.
My wife made a call to the folks

who service our boiler and radia-
tors and got a quick, sympathetic
response.

(I figured it would be more effec-
tive to have a woman call for help.
If  I had called, they might just
have told me to put on another
sweater and tough it out.)

The service people promised a

quick response and also told us
about a switch we could flip that
would stop the noise. It didn’t
make things any warmer, but it did
stop the noise.

Clueless about the intricacies of
our heating system, we had break-
fast and pondered as we waited for
a skilled repairman.

The system, I knew, had only a
few basic components: The boiler,
the pipes and radiators, thermo-
stats and a pump that moved hot
water through the system.

Based upon that, guided by the
technical knowledge that comes
with a bachelor’s degree in Eng-
lish literature, I figured it was the
pump. When I shared that diagno-
sis with the repair guy, he did not
seem to be particularly impressed.

Then he asked what proved to be
a critical question: “How do I get
access to the crawl space?”

At this point, I need to interject
that I am not a fan of  crawl space.
I’ll stick my head in to take a look,
but the thought of  crawling
around with the soil beneath me
and a house above my head does
not give me comfort. Instead, it
freaks me out. I’m simply too dog-
goned big to get into that space.

At this point, caffeinated and
getting chilly as the temperature
in the house kept dropping, my
wife and I sprung into action.

We actually have two indoor
access points for the crawl space.
That’s the good news.

The bad news is that both were
in closets fuller than they should
have been.

We set to work.
The coat closet under the stairs

in the hallway was addressed first.
Coats, jackets, backpacks, storm
windows, a bunch of  flashlights
and lanterns, a fire safe for our
passports, boots and more were
hauled out and dumped in the liv-
ing room.

Then it was a closet in the utility
room, which provided a different
menu of  bounty: Coolers, thermos
bottles, trash bags, paper towels,
small paint cans from forgotten
projects, tins that once held
Christmas cookies and an extraor-
dinary collection of  materials to
polish and protect shoes and boots.

All of  that went into my study,
which doubles as a guest room.

Then the guy who knew what the
heck he was doing dove into the
crawl space.

And found a problem.
Turns out that heat wasn’t our

only issue. A copper soil pipe had
decided to leak, creating a shallow
puddle of  poop-like material that
the repairman wasn’t enthusiastic
about crawling through.

Time to call the plumbers.
At one point that day, we had two

plumbers under the house in the
crawl space, replacing copper pipe
with PVC and two guys bringing
back the heat.

The plumbing work went quick-
ly. The heating work was more
complicated. Turns out that the
English major in me didn’t know
about one other component: The
auto-fill system.

That’s what had failed.
By about 7 p.m., the work was

done. The house was warming up.
And our toes were beginning to
return to normal.

What can I say? We live in an old,
old house.

But we love it.
Now we have to get rid of  some

of  that junk that was in our clos-
ets.

Old house has its quirks

Letters to
the Editor

Back 
in the
Saddle

Dr. Nikki
Stamp
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Washington Post/Salwan Georges

Rep. Jamie Raskin, D-Maryland, center, and other House impeachment managers walk through the Capitol Rotunda,
where pro-Trump rioters violently threatened lawmakers during last month's siege, on their way to deliver arguments Tuesday
in the Senate in Washington, D.C.

Continued from page 1
Trump is the first president to

face an impeachment trial after
leaving office and the first to be
twice impeached. The riot fol-
lowed a rally during which
Trump urged his supporters to
“fight like hell,” words his
lawyers say were simply a figure
of  speech. He is charged with
“incitement of  insurrection.” 

“That’s a high crime and misde-
meanor,” Rep. Jamie Raskin, D-
Maryland, declared in opening
remarks. “If  that’s not an
impeachable offense, then there’s
no such thing.”

Security remains extremely
tight at the Capitol, fenced off
with razor wire and patrolled by
National Guard troops. 

White House press secretary
Jen Psaki said Biden would not be
watching the trial.

“Joe Biden is the president, he’s
not a pundit, he’s not going to
opine on back and forth argu-
ments,” she said.

The House impeachment man-
agers described police officers
maimed in the chaos and rioters
parading in the very chamber

where the trial was being held.
Trump’s team countered that the
Constitution doesn’t allow
impeachment at this late date. 

That’s a legal issue that could
resonate with Senate Republicans
eager to acquit Trump without
being seen as condoning his
behavior.

Lead defense lawyer Bruce Cas-
tor said he shifted his planned
approach after hearing the prose-
cutors’ emotional opening and
instead spoke conversationally to
the senators, saying Trump’s
team would denounce the “repug-
nant” attack and “in the strongest
possible way denounce the riot-
ers.” He appealed to the senators
as “patriots first,” and encour-
aged them to be “cool headed” as
they assessed the arguments.

Trump attorney David Schoen
turned the trial toward starkly
partisan tones, arguing the
Democrats were fueled by a “base
hatred” of  the former president.

Republicans made it clear that
they were unhappy with Trump’s
defense, many of  them saying
they didn’t understand where it
was going — particularly Castor’s

opening. Louisiana Sen. Bill Cas-
sidy, who voted with Democrats to
move forward with the trial, said
that Trump’s team did a “terrible
job.” Maine Sen. Susan Collins,
who also voted with Democrats,
said she was “perplexed.” Sen.
Lisa Murkowki of  Alaska said it
was a “missed opportunity” for
the defense. 

Six Republicans joined with
Democrats to vote to proceed with
the trial, but the 56-44 vote was far
from the two-thirds threshold of
67 votes that would be needed for
conviction.

At one pivotal point, Raskin
told his personal story of  bring-
ing his family to the Capitol that
day to witness the certification of
the Electoral College vote, only to
have his daughter and son-in-law
hiding in an office, fearing for
their lives.

“Senators, this cannot be our
future,” Raskin said through
tears. “This cannot be the future
of  America.”

The House prosecutors had
argued there is no “January
exception” for a president to avoid
impeachment on his way out the

door. Rep. Joe Neguse, D-Col-
orado, referred to the corruption
case of  William Belknap, a war
secretary in the Grant adminis-
tration, who was impeached, tried
and ultimately acquitted by the
Senate after leaving office.

If  Congress stands by, “it would
invite future presidents to use
their power without any fear of
accountability,” he said.

It appears unlikely that the
House prosecutors will call wit-
nesses, and Trump has declined a
request to testify. The trial is
expected to continue into the
weekend. 

Trump’s second impeachment
trial  is expected to diverge from
the lengthy, complicated affair of
a year ago. In that case, Trump
was charged with having private-
ly pressured Ukraine to dig up
dirt on Biden, then a Democratic
rival for the presidency.

This time, Trump’s “stop the
steal” rally rhetoric and the
storming of  the Capitol played out
for the world to see. 

The Democratic-led House
impeached the president swiftly,
one week after the attack. 

Arguments ...

Judge Donald
Gillespie
Fined and sentenced

Rocio Esparza Salas,
Portland, no valid license,
$160.50; Denny W. Marlow,
Steelville, Missouri, fail-
ure to obey signs, $160.50;
Amanda L. Oliver,
Dunkirk, speeding 41 mph
in a 20 mph zone, $171;
Ashley A. Robinette, Port-
land, noise ordinance vio-
lation (two counts), $210.

Deferrals
Zoey C. Elzey, Bryant,

speeding 75 mph in a 55
mph zone; Lyndsy A.
Moore, Knoxville, Ten-
nessee, speeding 69 mph in
a 55 mph zone.

Failed to appear
Aaron M. Dunmoyer,

Portland, driving while
suspended; Joseph H.
Honeycutt, Parker City,
driving while suspended;
Thomas P. Barbour,
Muncie, speeding 48 mph
in a 30 mph zone; Heather
Gamble, Muncie, speeding
70 mph in a 55 mph zone;
Erica L. Glass, Dunkirk,
speeding 45 mph in a 30
mph zone.

Dismissed
Edward M. Hicks,

Dunkirk, no license in
possession; Rocio Esparza
Salas, Portland, no insur-
ance; Kelsey L. Johnson,
Muncie, driving while sus-
pended; Brendan Reed,
Portland, speeding 65 mph
in a 55 mph zone.

Trials scheduled
Maryann Cortez, Red-

key, no valid license (two
counts), March 3; Jake D.
Boolman, Portland, speed-
ing 67 mph in a 55 mph
zone, March 3; Dale E.
Catron, Losantville, fail-
ure to obey signs, March 3;
Amanda L. Oliver,
Dunkirk, driving while
suspended (two counts),
March 3.

City
court

Continued from page 7
As the Patriots had a chance to tie the

score or take the lead on the next posses-
sion, Dirksen turned the ball over. Wan-
ner split a pair of  free throws to make it
64-61, and Gavin Muhlenkamp’s poten-
tial game-tying 3-pointer just before the
buzzer hit the front of  the rim.

“How many possessions down the
stretch there did we have the ball, we’re
coming from behind, we didn’t get a shot
off ?” Bomholt asked. “We turn it over.
You can’t come from behind if  you don’t
even get shots off.

“We battle, battle, battle … all those lit-
tle things are adding up. We’re coming
close but we just haven’t figured it out
yet.”

Wanner caught fire from the perimeter
in the first quarter, making all four of
his shots from beyond the arc. He was 5-
of-9 from distance for the game, leading
the Starfires’ charge of  making 11 of
their 23 shots from long range.

“Aidan is one of  those guys, he gets
going and he absolutely can go off,” Hen-
drixson said of  Wanner, who finished
with a game-high 23 points. “He can
score on you in bunches. He starts to feel
good on his jump shot, which he has been
feeling good with it for quite a while.

“Aidan is really feeling good with that
jump shot and when he gets that thing
rolling it’s hard to stop. He’ll just keep on

taking another step out if  they’re just
not going to guard him.”

Drew Stutzman and James Arnold
each had 12 points for South Adams, and
all of  Stutzman’s points were threes.

Dirksen led the Patriots with 20 points,
and Pearson had a career-high 18 points. 

Junior varsity
Jay County overtook South Adams in

the third quarter to get its sixth consecu-
tive win, 44-36.

The Patriots trailed by two at the end
of  the first quarter and was down 20-19 at
the first half. A 13-9 margin in the third
quarter helped Jay County (6-5) get the
lead and they pulled away in the fourth
quarter.

Blake Bogenschutz led the Patriots
with 17 points and Brady Davis con-
tributed 16 points.

Jordan Hinshaw of  South Adams led
all players with 23 points, including five
threes.

Freshman
Jay County had three players score in

double figures of  a 42-27 victory.
Sam Myers scored 10 points in the sec-

ond half  on his way to a game-high 14
points. Parker Nichols was second with
13 points, and Wes Bihn finished with a
dozen points.

Stifle ...

CELINA, Ohio — The
Indians closed the regular
season by sharing the
ball.

Ten players scored at
least a point for the Fort
Recovery High School
girls basketball team in its
52-25 victory against the
Celina Bulldogs on Tues-
day.

The Indians (14-6) raced
out to an 18-5 lead after
the first quarter, and kept
the Bulldogs off  the score-
board in the second as
they led 30-5 at halftime.
Fort Recovery pushed the
advantage to 39-17 at the
end of  the third quarter
and continued to pull
away in the final period.

Alli Vaughn led all play-
ers with 12 points, and
Paige Fortkamp was sec-
ond with nine points.
Mara Pearson chipped in
eight points, and Kierra
Wendel put in seven
points for the balanced
Tribe attack.

Fort Recovery’s junior
varsity team also won, 40-
28. Elizabeth Alig, Kensey
Gaerke and Faith Wendel
all had eight points for the
Indians.

Girls second
MUNCIE — Jay Coun-

ty’s gymnastics team took
second on Monday in a
three-team meet at
Muncie Central.

Richmond scored 102.4
points to get the win. Jay
County scored 76.125 for
second and Muncie Cen-
tral had 39.9 points for
third.

Kenzie Ring scored 33
points to take second in
the all-around competi-

tion. She was second on
balance beam (8.625),
third on floor exercise
(8.525), fourth on uneven
bars (7.45) and fifth on
vault (8.4).

Macy Miller’s all-
around score of  31.25 was
fourth. She was third on
vault (8.55), third on beam
(8.35), fifth on floor (7.9)
and fifth on bars (6.45).

Patriots win
Jay County Junior High

School’s wrestling team
moved to 11-0 on the sea-
son Tuesday with an 84-15
win against Winchester
Driver.

Sylas Wenk (75 pounds),
Griffin Byrum (90), Xan-
der Torre (110), AJ Myers
(175) and Alan Ortiz all
won their respective
matches by pin.

Grant Linville, Joaquin
Johnson, Jaylen McClain
and Landon Blowers each
got pins in their exhibi-
tion matches.

Local
roundup

Fort Recovery wins finale
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4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available! Get
GotW3 with lightning fast
speeds plus take your
service with you when
you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-877-327-
0930
ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
AT&T TV - The Best of
Live & On-Demand On
All Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE Pack-
age, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Pre-
mium Channels at No
Charge for One Year!
Anytime, anywhere.
Some restrictions apply.
W/ 24-mo. agmt (TV
price higher in 2nd year.)
Regional Sports Fee up
to $8.49/mo. is extra &
applies. Call IVS 1-844-
412-9997
ATTENTION: OXYGEN
Users! Gain freedom
with a Portable Oxygen
Concentrator! No more
heavy tanks and refills!
Guaranteed Lowest
Prices! Call the Oxygen
Concentrator Store: 866-
770-6849
BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution. Call
for Your Free Author`s
Guide 1-888-965-1444
or visit http://dorrancein-
fo.com/hoosier

COMPUTER ISSUES?
GEEKS ON SITE pro-
vides FREE diagnosis
REMOTELY 24/7 SERV-
ICE DURING COVID19.
No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon
86407! Restrictions apply.
888-715-8176
DENIED SOCIAL Securi-
ty Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attorneys
can help get you
approved! No money out
of pockets! Call 1-855-
995-4758
DIAGNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER? You
may qualify for a substan-
tial cash award. NO Obli-
gation, NO risk! We’ve
recovered millions. Let us
help you!! Call 24/7, 844-
284-4920
DIRECTV - Every live
football game, every Sun-
day - anywhere - on your
favorite device. Restric-
tions apply. Call IVS - 1-
888-885-8931
DISH Network. $64.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo.
(where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa
Gift Card. FREE Voice
Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today! 1-
855-551-9764
DONATE YOUR CAR TO
CHARITY! FAST FREE
PICKUP-24 HR
RESPONSE! Help Chil-
dren in Need, Support
Breast Cancer Educa-
tion/Prevention or Veter-
ans. Tax Deduction 844-
820-9099
EARTHLINK HIGH
Speed Internet. As Low
As $14.95/month (for the
first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and More!
Call Earthlink Today 1-
855-977-7069
GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for
non-payment. 833-535-
1043

HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing,
availability to find the
best service for your
needs. Starting at
$39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666
LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105
LOOKING TO SELL your
Home? Save time &
money, connect with the
Top Agents in your area
to get more MONEY and
close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781
MOVING OUT of state in
the next 30-60 days?
Don’t get taken for a ride!
Moving APT offers a
PRICE MATCH GUAR-
ANTEE and RISK FREE
RESERVATIONS. Carri-
ers are all licensed and
bonded. Free quote! Call
1-844-875-1997
NEED HELP with Family
Law? Can’t Afford a
$5,000 Retainer?
www.familycourtdirect.co
m/Family/Law - Low Cost
Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help
Now! Call 1-888-417-
4602 Mon-Fri 7am to 4
pm PCT
NEW STARTING Base
Pay - .50 cpm w/ option
to make .60 cpm for
Class A CDL Flatbed
Drivers, Excellent Bene-
fits, Home Weekends,
Call 800-648-9915 or
www.boydandsons.com
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SMART HOME Installa-
tions? Geeks on Site will
install your WIFI, Door-
bells, Cameras, Home
Theater Systems &
Gaming Consoles. $20
OFF coupon 42537!
(Restrictions apply) 855-
668-00
WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC - Timeshare
Cancellation Experts -
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

Local Agent

260-418-9492

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Hi and Lois

Agnes

Rose is Rose

Peanuts

SPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

Beetle Bailey

Snuffy Smith

Blondie

Funky Winkerbean

√ Out
The CR
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PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We cannot
be responsible for more
than one days incorrect
copy. We try hard not to
make mistakes, but they
do happen, and we may
not know unless you call
to tell us. Call before
12:00 pm for corrections.
The Commercial Review,
309 W Main, Portland,
Indiana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exteri-
or remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations. 260-
726-5062, leave mes-
sage. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing and
Alterations, Quilts, Baby
Blankets, Fleece Blan-
kets, Appliqué, Zippers,
Hemming, Memory T-
Shirt, Special Orders
260.766.9334 

WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County
Fairgrounds, Portland,

IN
Saturday, February 13th,

2021
10:00am

Antiques-Old & Collec-
tors Items;  Clark 3
dawer spool cabinet;
hump back trunk; metal
train pieces; crocks: #3
western,#12,#10,#6
heart; jewelers anvil,
vise with anvil; Lamps:
Alladin; arrowheads;
Hudepohl Beer metal
keg; WWII leather flying
helmet; and many other

items not listed.
Auctioneers Note:  This
auction offers a nice
selection of antiques

and collectibles.  Auction
preview will be held on
Friday February 12th
from 4:00pm to 6:00pm.  
It is recommended you
follow COVID-19 guide-
lines by wearing a facial
mask and social distanc-

ing
Richard Stachler 
Loy Auction
AU31600027
260-726-2700
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085

Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Aaron Loy 
AU11200112 

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

2ND SHIFT WAITRESS
NEEDED ASAP Plus a
2nd shift cook. Work 3
days on/3 days off, 2pm-
10pm. Call Jinny’s Cafe
260-997-8300 between
8am & 2pm  
US AGGREGATES, A
LOCAL COMPANY is
looking for a 2nd Shift
Railcar Loader/Laborer.
If interested, please
apply online at:
https://thgrp.applicant-
pool.com/jobs/516009.ht
ml 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial

Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS now
available. Water, sewer,
trash included in rent.
Rent is based on
income, HUD vouchers
accepted. Call Geneva
Shores Apartments; 260-
368-9129, or pick up an
application at 295 South
Hale St.; Geneva, IN.
Equal Opportunity
Provider. 

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 
CA$H PAID FOR JUNK

CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

CCoonnttrraacctt
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 SUBSCRIBE 
TO THE

COMMERCIAL 
REVIEW
up to 

49% off  
Newsstand  prices
Subscribe at 
thecr.com 
or call

260-726-8141
 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS
You never know

what you might find in
The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to
a new home, to a

new job,
the Classifieds
deliver!

Go to thecr.com 
or call  

260-726-8141
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Public Notice
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MET-
ING OF LAND OCCUPIERS

TO BE HELD FOR THE
JAY COUNTY SOIL AND WA-
TER CONSERVATION DIS-

TRICT
To all occupiers of lands lying
within the boundaries of the Jay
County Soil and Water Conser-
vation District, notice is hereby
given that on the 24th day of
February 2021, beginning at
11:30 A.M.. an annual meeting
will be held for the purpose of
making a full and due report of
their activities and financial af-
fairs since the last annual meet-
ing and to elect a supervisor for
the Jay County Soil and Water
Conservation District of the
State of Indiana.  
All land occupiers and other in-
terested parties are entitled to
attend.  The meeting will be
held at Harmony Café, 121
North Meridian Street, Port-
land, Indiana.
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Kurt Theurer- Chairman

Jordan Wall – Vice Chairman
Randy Fennig – Secretary
Rick Imel – Treasurer

Barry Fennig – Supervisor
Steve Rines – Associate Super-

visor
Carl Walker – Associate 

Supervisor
Dated this 13th day of January

2021
CR 2-2021HSPAXLP

Public Notice
JAY COUNTY SHERIFF’S 

OFFICE
TO THE OWNERS OF THE
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL
ESTATE AND.ALL INTER-

ESTED PARTIES
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S

SALE
Sheriff’s File Number:
Date of Sale: 3-11-2021
Sale Location: 3rd floor, Court-
house, Portland, IN 47371
Publisher’s Name/County: The
Commercial Review - Jay
County
Judgment to be Satisfied:
$52,896.82
By virtue of a certified copy of a
decree to me directed from the
Clerk of Superior Court of Jay
County, Indiana, in Cause No.
38C01-1908-MF-000026
Plaintiff: Ditech Financial LLC
Defendant: Lucinda M Nicklay
aka Lucinda Nicklay, et al.
Required me to make the sum
as provided for in said Decree
with interest and cost, I will ex-
pose at public sale to the high-
est bidder, at the hour of 10:00
AM of said day as listed above,
at, fee simple of the whole body
of Real Estate in Jay County, In-
diana:
LEGAL DESCRIPTION
LOT NUMBER FOURTEEN
(14) IN WESTVIEW ADDI-
TION, AN ADDITION TO
THE CITY OF DUNKIRK, IN-
DIANA.
SUBJECT TO ALL LIENS,
EASEMENTS AND EN-
CUMBRANCES OF RECORD.
Parcel 
No. 38-09-08-304-021.000-014
Commonly Known as: 618
WALSH COURT, DUNKIRK,
IN 47336

Together with rents, issues, in-
come and profits thereof, said
sale will be made without re-
lief from valuation or appraise-
ment laws. This Notice shall
also represent service of Notice
of Sale of the above-described
real estate upon the owners,
pursuant to requirements of IC
32-29-7-3.
Matthew C. Gladwell (30493-49)
Joel F. Bornkamp (27410-49)
Gregory A. Stout (29517-15)
Martha R. Spaner (35128-49)
Attorney 
Reisenfeld & Associates LLC
Attorney’s Law Firm
CR 2-3,10,17-2021-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
CITY OF PORTLAND 
PLAN COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING MEETING

Regarding the Date, Time &
Location of Meeting

Heritage Aggregates LLC (dba)
US Aggregates & Heritage

Land Company LLC
Petition for Rezoning
#MapChg2021-01-26

Date & Time of Meeting:
Thursday, February 18, 2021 

at 6:00 PM
Location of Meeting:

Jay County Courthouse 
Auditorium

120 N Court Street, 
Portland, IN 47371

At that time, all interested per-
sons will be given the opportu-
nity to be heard in reference to
matters set out in the petition.
Due to Covid-19 and the ever
changing meeting regulations,
the number of people allowed
to attend in person is unknown
at this time; therefore, the meet-
ing will be available virtually.
To join the meeting virtually,
contact the Jay/Portland Build-
ing Department at 260-726-6904
or by email at

jaycobldg@gmail.com or
jpbp.jhemmel @ gmail.com

ahead of time to get connection
details.
If attending in person, you will
need to enter the courthouse
from the south entrance off
Main Street. Masks are re-
quired to enter the courthouse.
The Department will also ac-
cept letters from the public that
will be read aloud during the
public hearing meeting. Letters
may be sent or taken to the
Jay/Portland Building Depart-
ment, 118 S Meridian Street /
Ste E, Portland, Indiana 47371
prior to the meeting date.

John Hemmelgarn
Zoning Administrator/Director

City of Portland Plan 
Commission

February 4, 2021
CR 2-10-2021HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

Pursuant to Indiana Code §6-1.1-20-5, notice is hereby given that the
Board of Trustees of the Jay School Corporation determined to en-
ter into a lease agreement and issue bonds in an aggregate amount
not to exceed $10,000,000 to fund the following separate projects: (a)
the renovation and repurposing of certain portions of Jay County
High School (the “High School Project”) consisting of: (i) major
renovations to a portion of the High School unimproved by previ-
ous projects which will repurpose a portion of the school to include
a junior high school with floor to ceiling walls, provide junior high
locker rooms, HVAC work, electric and controls to affect these
modifications, improvements to the physical school security, ex-
pansion of necessary plumbing as required, provision of necessary
maintenance and upgrades in a manner that provides the students
an environment that is conducive to learning, improvements to se-
curity, and improvements necessary to provide appropriate sepa-
ration among the grade levels at the school building, together with
all related and necessary improvements, and (ii) renovating the ex-
isting high school girls locker room, minor renovations to convert
underutilized spaces into classrooms within the high school portion
of the building, together with all related and necessary improve-
ments and (b) the renovation and repurposing of certain elementary
and middle schools within Jay School Corporation (the “Middle/El-
ementary School Project”) consisting of: (i) at West Jay Middle
School, repurpose of the school building to an elementary school,
moderate renovation to portions of the building to achieve a secure
entry point co-located with the front office, modification of some
classrooms to facilitate lower elementary, preschool and special ed-
ucation classrooms, addition of a playground and expansion of
parking lots to accommodate increased parent, patron and bus
traffic, (ii) at East Jay Middle School, repurpose of the school build-
ing to an elementary school, addition of a secure entry point co-lo-
cated with the front office, addition of a playground and minor im-
provements to the existing parking lot to accommodate increased
parent, patron and bus traffic, (iii) at Bloomfield Elementary, minor
renovations to portions of the building to achieve a secure entry
point co-located with the front office, modification of remaining
space to allow for the addition of 6th grade and special education
classrooms and (iv) at Redkey Elementary, addition of a secure en-
try point co-located with the front office, together with all related
and necessary improvements.

Notice dated:  February 8, 2021
Donna Geesaman Secretary, Board of Trustees

of the Jay School Corporation
CR 2-10,17-2021NS 2-17,24-2021 - HSPAXLP
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The Commercial Review

BERNE — The Starfires
put the Patriots in a big
hole during the first half.

Allowing nine 3-point-
ers on 15 shots will cer-
tainly help build a 14-
point deficit.

The Patriots pulled
within two points late, but
couldn't tie the score.
Then a potential game-
tying shot went off  the
front of  the rim.

Jay County High
School’s boys basketball
team failed to claw back
yet again with a 64-61 loss
to the South Adams
Starfires on Tuesday at
Stardome.

“It’s happening over
and over again,” said
JCHS coach Jerry
Bomholt, whose team has
lost back-to-back games
and had its shot at an
Allen County Athletic
Conference championship
slip away with the loss. “Is
that what we come here
for? We dig a hole, we
come back, we lose a close
game and then we’re satis-
fied? Because that’s what
losers do. We’re not losers.
This group of  kids,
they’re not losers.

“They’re gonna be win-
ners. We just haven’t fig-
ured it out.”

South Adams coach
Josh Hendrixson said his
team was fortunate to
escape with the win.

“Start of  the second
half, I thought we started

to do some things unchar-
acteristically,” he said.
“We were going too fast.
We weren’t getting ball
reversals. We were trying
to force passes into spots
we necessarily could not
force them into, honestly.

“Maybe some passes
that we did-
n’t need to
make, some
drives into
traffic that
were ill
advised. It
was nice to
be able to
hang on
and get the
win. I don’t
want every
game to be
like that. I
probably
won’t live too long if
every game is quite like
that.”

South Adams, which
was hot from the perime-
ter in the first half, includ-
ing Aidan Wanner going
5-of-6 from the arc, fell flat
with turnovers on three
of  its first five possessions
in the third quarter. Down
41-31 after halftime, Jay
County (5-6, 3-2 ACAC)
went on a 9-1 run and
pulled within two.

South Adams (11-5, 2-1
ACAC) pushed the margin
back up to 10, 58-48, mid-
way through the fourth
quarter.

Dusty Pearson scored
eight straight Patriot
points, including back-to-

back 3-pointers from the
corner in front of  his
team’s bench, to help Jay
County get back within
striking distance, 61-59,
with 1:40 to play.

Down two again, 63-61,
with less than 30 ticks left
on the clock, Ethan Dirk-
sen assisted on a Quinn
Faulkner bucket in the
final minute. The

Starfires gave the Patriots
the ball back with 21.6 sec-
onds to go when Aidan
Wanner was called for
traveling at midcourt.

See Stifle page 5

Starfires stifle Patriots, win 64-61
South Adams Starfires
vs. Jay County Patriots

Boys varsity summary

Jay County (5-6, 3-2 ACAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Weitzel 3-5 0-1 6
Dowlen 1-9 0-0 2
Dirksen 7-14 4-5 20
GMuhlnkmp 5-9 0-1 11
Pearson 6-10 4-5 18
AMuhlnkmp 0-0 0-0 0
Heniser 0-1 0-0 0
Faulkner 2-4 0-0 4
Totals 24-52 8-12 61

.462 .750

South Adams (11-5, 2-1 ACAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Miller 1-6 2-6 4
Stutzman 4-6 0-0 12
Arnold 4-8 3-3 12
Wanner 6-12 6-8 23
Schoch 1-10 6-8 9
Gilbert 2-4 0-0 4
Totals 18-46 17-25 64

.391 .680

Score by quarters:
Jay Co. 16 15 13 17—61
S. Adams 24 17 10 13—64

3-point shooting: Jay County 6-
19 (Pearson 3-5, Dirksen 2-4,
GMuhlenkamp 1-4, Dowlen 0-3,
Weitzel 0-1, Heniser 0-1, Faulkn-
er 0-1). South Adams 11-23
(Wanner 5-9, Stutzman 4-5,
Schoch 1-8, Arnold 1-1).

Rebounds: Jay County 30
(Pearson 7, Weitzel 5, Dowlen 4,
GMuhlenkamp 4, team 4, Dirk-
sen 3, Faulkner 2, Heniser).
South Adams 27 (team 7, Arnold
6, Miller 4, Stutzman 3, Wanner
3, Schoch 2, Gilbert 2).

Assists: Jay County 9 (Dirksen
5, GMuhlenkamp 2, Weitzel,
Dowlen). South Adams 12
(Schoch 5, Stutzman 3, Arnold 3,
Miller).

Blocks: Jay County 5 (Pearson
5). South Adams 2 (Wanner,
Schoch).

Personal fouls: Jay County 17
(Weitzel 5, GMuhlenkamp 4,
Dowlen 2, Pearson 2, Faulkner 2,
Dirksen, AMuhlenkamp). South
Adams (Stutzman 3, Arnold 3,
Wanner 3, Gilbert 3, Miller 2).

Turnovers: Jay County 17.
South Adams 16.

Box score

The Commercial Review/Chris Schanz

Jay County High School junior Adam Muhlenkamp battles for a
rebound with Aidan Wanner of South Adams during the second half Tuesday at
Stardome. The Patriots couldn’t overcome a 14-point deficit in the first half of
a 64-61 loss.

South Adams hot from perimeter
in first half, Jay rally stumbles

61

64




