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Jeffrey S. Bailey, 45, Port-
land

Stephanie Kay Morgan,
61, Redkey

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  19 degrees Thurs-
day.

The National Weather Serv-
ice forecast calls for a low of  15
tonight. Saturday’s high will
be 24 with snow possible in the
afternoon and evening. The
low will be 8.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers avail-
able Saturday. Trailers will be
open from 9 a.m. to noon in the
shopping center at 220 Lincoln
St., Portland, and Dunkirk
City Park.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS girls swim team at
today’s state finals.

Wednesday — Coverage of
Tuesday’s Portland City Coun-
cil meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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By RAY COONEY
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Alli (Campbell) Nelson
wasn’t sure what she’d be
doing for work.

The short-term posi-
tion she had planned to
take last summer in Jay
County fell
through.
She ended
up looking
for opportu-
nities in the
Lafayette
area, where
she planned
to move
with her
now-husband Devin. She
hadn’t even considered
anything in Indianapolis
because of  the travel.

But when one of  her Uni-
versity of  Indianapolis pro-
fessors forwarded an
opportunity to become an
Indiana State Department
of  Health public health
investigator, a job that
would involve mostly
remote work, she decided
to apply. She wasn’t hired
for that position, but when
the need arose for a health
education specialist, one of
the state department of
health supervisors remem-
bered her from the previ-
ous interview.

So, for the last six

months, the 2017 Jay Coun-
ty High School graduate
has been contracted
through the state depart-
ment of  health as a health
education specialist work-
ing on the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion’s Project Firstline.

“I didn’t get the position
that I applied for, but I
think I ended up getting the
position that I fit more well
into as a health educator
because I really do want to
focus on health education
with my degree,” said Nel-
son.

And she took the first
steps of  her young career
in the midst of  a worldwide
pandemic.

“It’s definitely been
interesting,” she said of
the situation while noting
that her job is not focused
on COVID-19 but rather on
infection prevention in
general. “It’s somewhat
challenging, because peo-
ple hear I’m at the state
department of  health and
they think I’m going to
have answers to everything
COVID related, and honest-
ly nobody … has all the
answers because it’s still
developing and we’re
researching and finding
new things out. But it’s def-
initely been a great learn-
ing experience.”

Nelson went to the Uni-
versity of  Indianapolis
with the intention of
becoming an occupational
therapist, looking forward
to working with patients
one-on-one. After taking
some introductory courses
in public health, though,
she saw an opportunity to
make a larger impact.

She admitted that, like
many, she didn’t know
much about the vast public
health field and what
opportunities it offered.

See Frontline page 2

Frontline
worker

By ERIC TUCKER,
LISA MASCARO,
MARY CLARE JALONICK
and JILL COLVIN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — After
a prosecution case rooted
in emotive, violent images
from the Capitol siege,
Donald Trump’s impeach-
ment trial shifts on Friday
to defense lawyers pre-
pared to make a funda-
mental concession: The
violence was every bit as
traumatic, unacceptable
and illegal as Democrats
say.

But, they will say,
Trump had nothing to do
with it.

Stipulating to the hor-
rors of  the day is meant to
blunt the visceral impact

of  the House Democrats’
case and quickly pivot to
what they see as the core
— and more winnable —
issue of  the trial: whether
Trump can be held respon-
sible for inciting the dead-
ly Jan. 6 riot.

“They haven’t in any
way tied it to Trump,”
David Schoen, one of  the
president’s lawyers, told
reporters near the end of

two full days of  Democ-
rats’ arguments aimed at
doing just that.

He previewed the
essence of  his argument
Tuesday, telling the Senate
jurors: “They don’t need
to show you movies to
show you that the riot hap-
pened here. We will stipu-
late that it happened, and
you know all about it.”

See Defense page 5

Shifting to defense
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Drumming away
Gavin Young (foreground) and Trenton Franks (center), both 14, work with Arts Place

instructor Pete Vogler during a drum lesson Thursday evening.

By RILEY EUBANKS
The Commercial Review

INDIANAPOLIS — An
amended version of  Indiana
Gov. Eric Holcomb’s proposed
biennium budget is being sent
to the full House of  Representa-
tives for a vote.

State Rep. J.D. Prescott (R-
Union City), who represents Jay
and Randolph counties and part
of  Delaware County, joined
House Ways and Means Com-
mittee Republicans in amend-
ing House Bill 1001, which

would appropriate $35 billion
for Indiana’s biennium budget,
in a late afternoon committee
meeting Thursday.

About half  of  the budget
funds Indiana education with
an additional $93.9 and $284.1
million planned to be appropri-
ated for schools in the 2021-22
and 2022-23 schools years,
respectively, which would result
in a total 3.8% increase from the
current budget.

House Democrats criticized
the bill for not allocating any

money directly to increasing
teacher pay, a priority in Hol-
comb’s proposal. Committee
chairman Tim Brown (R-Craw-
fordsville) said that it is up to
local school boards to decide
what to do with the increase in
funding, which could be used to
raise wages.

The bill would also increase
state aid to private schools by
about $66 million in the next two
school years.

“We fund the students. … The
money follows the students,”

Prescott said, noting that per-
centage of  funding divvied
between public and private
schools roughly matches the lat-
est student enrollment count.

The bill as amended also lists
an additional $250 million to
expand rural broadband inter-
net access, an increase from
Holcomb’s recommended $100
million.

“One thing I was really advo-
cating for in our committee was
additional rural broadband
funding,” Prescott said. He

noted some towers are already
being upgraded in Jay County,
with download speeds increas-
ing to 100 megabits per second
and upload speeds increasing to
10 to 15 megabits per second.

Another proponent that devi-
ates from Holcomb’s recommen-
dation is increasing the state tax
on cigarettes. The governor rec-
ommended a $1 hike, which was
later cut in half  by the House
committee to an increase of  50
cents.

See Budget page 2

Two-year budget heads to full House

JCHS grad
involved
in CDC’s
infection

prevention
project

Nelson
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Swim celebration
Members of the Jay County High School girls swim team

celebrate in their pool Saturday after winning their fourth straight
sectional championship. Five of them — Ashlyn Dow, Eliza Bader, Mara
Bader, Lilli Clemmons and Rieley Brewster — along with Winchester’s
Ella Baldwin, who trains with the Patriots, are competing at the IHSAA
Girls Swimming and Diving State Finals today.

Trump’s lawyers present
their arguments today



Failed to appear
A Portland man failed to

appear in court and was
arrested Tuesday.

Anthony D. Best, 30, 203
W. 2nd St., has two previous
Level 6 felony charges for
possession of  cocaine and
maintaining a common
nuisance. He also has a pre-
vious Class B misde-
meanor charge for public
intoxication.

Best is being held in Jay
County Jail without bond.

Arrest violation
A Pennville man was

arrested Thursday for vio-
lating house arrest.

Parker M. Squier, 31, 355
S. Washington St., Pen-
nville, was previously
charged with a Level 4

felony for burglary. He’s
being held in Jay County
Jail without bond.

Probation violation
A man was arrested

Thursday for violating his
probation.

Coby L. Green, 25, was
previously charged with
two counts of  domestic bat-
tery, both Level 6 felonies.
He has two unpaid bonds
($600 and $700) for those
charges, and he’s being
held in Jay County Jail.
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Free delivery in Portland 
and to the schools
Call or text 260-703-0304 to order!

Open Valentine’s Day 
9 a.m.-6 p.m.

414 N Meridian St. Portland
Open daily from 9am to 6pm

Flowers &  
Gifts for Your 
Valentine

Flowers, Candy 
Bouquets, Balloons, 
Candles, and MORE

Bricker’s Flowers & More

Jeffrey Bailey
June 14, 1975-Feb. 10, 2021

Jeffrey S. Bailey, age 45, a
resident of  Portland, passed
away on Wednesday, Feb. 10,
2021, at his home in Portland. 

Jeff  was born on June 14,
1975, in Portland, the son of
Alan and Brenda
(Bowers) Bailey.
He graduated
from Jay County
High School and
worked at Pizza
Hut, Pizza King
and Dick’s Pizza,
all of  Portland.
Jeff  enjoyed
woodworking
and building electronics. With
these talents, he was known for
building instruments and

other items that his family and
friends have enjoyed. 

Survivors include:
His mother — Brenda Bailey,

Portland
His siblings — Michael Bai-

ley (wife: Lori), Portland, Sara
Nibarger (husband: Josh),
Portland, Andrew Bailey (wife:
McKenzie), Portland, and Leah
Ross, Portland

His grandmother — Barbara
Bailey, Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan 

He was known as Uncle Jeffy
to Nichole Thompson (hus-
band: Brandon) and their
daughter Riley, Kristy Foster
and her son Drayden, William
Petit, Zoey Porter, Keiara and
Logan Nibarger, Jathon, Alana
and Alivia Bailey, Dayton, Gra-

cie, Larissa and Maverick
Ross. 

He was preceded in death by
his father, Alan Bailey. 

Visitation will be held Mon-
day from 4 to 7 p.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Pen-
rod Funeral Home in Portland.
Services to celebrate Jeff ’s life
will follow at 7 p.m. on Monday
at the funeral home. 

Condolences may be
expressed at williamson-
spencer.com. 

Stephanie Morgan
June 15, 1959-Feb. 9, 2021

Stephanie Kay Morgan, 61,
Redkey, passed peacefully at
her residence on Feb. 9, 2021.

Stephanie was born June 15,
1959, in Jay County, the daugh-

ter of  the late Herbert Duane
and Freida Mae (Hurst) Mor-
gan. She was a 1977 graduate of
Jay County High School.

Stephanie began a career in
banking at the age of  18 at Peo-
ple's Bank in Redkey. She later
spent several years as trust sec-
retary at the Portland office of
People's Bank. Stephanie also
served for many years in the
trust department of  First Mer-
chants Bank in Muncie. She
retired in 2016 from Woodway
Internal Medicine in Muncie.

Survivors include one sister,
Jayne Miller (husband: Jeff) of
Redkey; one niece, Laura
Miller Johnson of  Dayton, Ore-
gon; and two nephews, Trevor
Tullis and Christopher Miller
of  Redkey.

Services will be private at
the convenience of  the family.

In lieu of  flowers, donations
may be made in memory of
Stephanie to the Redkey Chap-
ter of  “A Better Life – Brian-
na's Hope.”

Arrangements have been
entrusted to MJS Mortuaries –
Redkey Chapel.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those
with a connection to our cover-
age area free of  charge. They
include the name, city of  resi-
dence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only
from funeral homes or mortu-
ary services.

Obituaries

Bailey

SERVICES
Saturday

Wheeler, Oneida: 11 a.m.,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Ryan, Ashlee: 2 p.m., All Sea-
son’s Banquet Facility, 141 W.
State St., Albany.

Monday
Bailey, Jeffrey S.: 7 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

Today in history

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$56 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$82 million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 3-5-7
Daily Four: 6-00-4-00
Quick Draw: 2-4-5-6-10-

31-34-39-42-44-45-51-56-57-
59-61-63-73-74-78

Evening
Daily Three: 7-00-1
Daily Four: 4-7-7-1
Quick Draw: 1-4-9-17-

19-22-23-28-30-39-43-44-54-
58-59-69-70-71-75-80

Cash 5: 3-13-30-39-41
Estimated jackpot:

$1.1 million

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 7-2-8
Pick 4: 8-3-0-3
Pick 5: 7-2-2-4-5
Evening
Pick 3: 5-3-5
Pick 4: 1-2-6-6
Pick 5: 6-0-8-1-4
Rolling Cash: 13-21-30-

37-38
Estimated jackpot:

$130,000

Markets

On Feb. 12, 1973,
Operation Homecoming
began as the first release
of  American prisoners
of  war from the Vietnam
conflict took place.

In 1809, Abraham
Lincoln, the 16th presi-
dent of  the United States,
was born in a log cabin
in Hardin (now LaRue)
County, Kentucky.

In 1818, Chile official-
ly proclaimed its inde-
pendence, more than
seven years after initial-
ly renouncing Spanish
rule.

In 1909, the National
Association for the
Advancement of  Colored
People was founded.

In 1912, Pu Yi, the last
emperor of  China, abdi-
cated, marking the end
of  the Qing Dynasty.

In 1914, groundbreak-

ing took place for the
Lincoln Memorial in
Washington, D.C.

In 1924, George
Gershwin’s “Rhapsody
in Blue” premiered in
New York.

In 1959, the
redesigned Lincoln
penny — with an image
of  the Lincoln Memorial
replacing two ears of
wheat on the reverse side
— went into circulation.

In 1996, Jay County
Commissioners signed a
flood plain ordinance in
an effort to make resi-
dents in the New Cory-
don area eligible for flood
insurance.

In 1999, the Senate
voted to acquit President
Bill Clinton of  perjury
and obstruction of  jus-
tice.

—AP and The CR

Citizen’s calendar
Monday

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

6:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery School Board, confer-
ence room, high school,
400 E. Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-

lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100th North.

Lotteries

CR almanac
Saturday 

2/13
Sunday
2/14

Monday
2/15

Tuesday
2/16

Wednesday
2/17

24/8 17/5 12/6 18/5 23/15
Cooler and

cloudy with a
30% chance
of snow in the
afternoon.
Single digit
temperatures
at night.

Warmer
during the
day under
mostly
cloudy skies
with no snow
currently pro-
jected.

Tempera-
tures will
peak in the
mid 20s dur-
ing the day
with a 40%
chance of
snow late.

Presi-
dent’s Day
will be
warmer with
a 40%
chance of
snow during
the day.

Mostly
cloudy with
tempera-
tures plung-
ing below
freezing at
night. 

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................5.50
Wheat ......................5.99

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................5.56
March corn ..............5.54

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................5.44
March corn ..............5.49
Beans ......................13.80
March beans ..........13.80
Wheat ...................... 6.34
March wheat .......... 6.34

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................5.36
March corn ..............5.39
Beans ......................13.73
March beans ..........13.73
Wheat ...................... 6.19
March wheat .......... 6.21

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................5.20
March corn ..............5.23
Beans ......................13.58
March beans ..........13.64
Wheat ......................6.08
March wheat............6.08

Continued from page 1
"I think probably the thing that

drew me the most was just preven-
tion and being able to help people,”
Nelson said. “I’ve known for a long
time I wanted to be in a profession
where I felt like I was helping people
and making a difference.”

While continuing to pursue her
master’s degree through the Univer-
sity of  Indianapolis, Nelson’s work
with the state department of  health
is focused on Project Frontline. It’s
an effort to stop the spread of  infec-
tious disease threats, including
COVID-19, specifically in healthcare
facilities.

As part of  that effort, the CDC is
producing 11 training modules for
those in the healthcare field as
refreshers, which is especially impor-
tant, Nelson said, because protocols
are frequently being updated. Plans
also call for she and a second educa-

tor to offer training sessions through-
out the state by summer 2022 and to
host a two-day training event in Indi-
anapolis in May 2022.

In the first six months, her job
focused mostly on preparation and
coordinations. Working remotely,
she’s been compiling distribution
lists to make sure the training infor-
mation gets to healthcare profession-
als, establishing partnerships with
organizations such as Indiana State
Nursing Association and Indiana
American Academy of  Pediatrics,
and working on contracts with vari-
ous organizations that are part of  the
effort.

Nelson also gets regular updates
on her own training.

“As health educators we also go
through a lot of  infection and pre-
vention control training so we can
stay up to date and have knowledge
over the material,” she said.

The rollout of  Project Firstline is
already underway, with some
resources and training modules
available at cdc.gov/infectioncon-
trol/projectfirstline.

Nelson’s is on a two-year, CDC
grant-funded contract through the
state department of  health. She
said she’s not sure where her career
will take her after that, but that the
pandemic has illustrated the impor-
tance of  public health jobs and the
impact they can make.

“I think usually public health
workers are kind of  behind the
scenes, so you don’t really notice
they’re there until you need them,”
she said. “So I think one thing
about the pandemic is people are
now understanding and realizing
what public health is and why we
should give it funding and why we
need a strong public health work-
force …”

Continued from page 1
Prescott said Brown

advocated for rolling back
the tax increase so ciga-
rettes can be sold at a
lower price than in neigh-
boring states.

Money raised from that
tax will be deposited into
the general fund and is
planned to go toward pay-
ing for Medicaid services,
Prescott said.

The bill will now go to
the full House for a vote,
which has until Feb. 22 to
pass the budget and send
it to the state Senate. It
will be subject to House
amendments in the com-
ing weeks, but Prescott
said he doesn’t anticipate
the bill changing much

before it gets to the Sen-
ate.

He expects it could
change, however, after the
April revenue forecast,
but by then decisions will
be in a joint conference
committee made up of
members of  the House
and Senate.

House Bill 1001 is
expected to first be
referred to the Senate
Appropriations Commit-
tee, of  which Sen. Travis
Holdman (R-Markle) is a
member. Holdman repre-
sents parts of  northeast
Indiana including Jay
County.

To the Senate
A pair of  bills authored

by Holdman passed out of
Senate committees Thurs-
day.

Senate Bill 380, which
passed 11-1 out of  the Sen-
ate Appropriations Com-
mittee, would reorganize
new courts and judges in
Hamilton, Decatur, Han-
cock, Huntington, Knox,
Lake and Delaware coun-
ties.

Senate Bill 405, which
passed 7-0 out of  the Sen-
ate Local Government
Committee, would allow
Indianapolis legislative
bodies to establish a
wastewater facility
improvement district.

To the House
A pair of  bills authored

by Holdman were passed
unanimously by the Sen-
ate this week and were
referred to the House of
Representatives for a
potential vote.

Senate Bill 275, first
introduced by Sen. Eddie
Melton (D-Gary), would
allow counties to establish
a property tax amnesty
program.

Senate Bill 400, also
authored by Sens. Chris
Garten (R-Charlestown)
and Michael Crider (R-
Greenfield), would require
Indiana Bureau of  Motor
Vehicles to electronically
process liens by the sum-
mer of  2022 and owner-
ship titles by the summer
of  2023.

Felony arrests

Pole crash
An Eaton teen driving on county

road 650 North crashed into a ditch
and pole about 5 p.m. Thursday.

Ethan C. Riddle, 17, was driving his
2005 Chevrolet Avalanche east on the
road when he moved his vehicle too
far right, causing his car to go into
the ditch and strike a utility pole.

Damage is estimated between
$1,000 and $2,500.

Home closing
The Mercer County Home will

close in June and be demolished by
the end of  the year.

Mercer County Commissioners
recently approved a resolution to
close and demolish the building,
The Daily Standard (Celina, Ohio),
reported. Commissioners cited
lack of  residents, inadequate facil-
ities and the need for expensive

renovations as reasons for the clo-
sure.

The facility averaged 12 residents
during 2020 and last month had only
nine, the newspaper reported. The
facility was constructed in 1860 as a
custodial-care facility for those in
financial need. At the time of  the
vote to close the facility, the Mercer
County Home was one of  only eight
still operating in Ohio.

Capsule Reports

Frontline ...

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) —
Gov. Eric Holcomb is
directing that flags be
flown at half-staff  across
the state in honor of  for-
mer Indiana first lady
Susan Bayh, who died last
week at age 61 after a battle
with brain cancer.

Holcomb issued the

order Friday, asking that
flags be lowered, including
by businesses and state res-
idents, to half-staff  until
sunset on Feb. 18.

Holcomb’s office noted in
a statement that a memori-
al for Bayh “will be held at
a later date when health
conditions allow.”

Bayh, who was an attor-
ney and wife of  former
Gov. Evan Bayh, died on
Feb. 5 in McLean, Virginia,
“after a long and coura-
geous fight” against brain
cancer, her family
announced. 

She was Indiana’s first
lady for eight years after

her husband, a Democrat,
became governor in 1989.

Evan Bayh served two
terms as governor before
being elected to the U.S.
Senate. The Bayhs have
twin sons, Beau and Nick,
who were born in 1995
while their father was gov-
ernor.

Flags ordered to half staff

Budget ...



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. upstairs at True
Value Hardware, Meridian
Street, Portland. For more
information, call (260) 729-
2532.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

BRYANT AREA COM-
MUNITY CENTER —

Walking from 9 to 10 a.m.
every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30

to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome. 

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 5:30
p.m., with the meeting at 6
p.m., in the fellowship hall
at Evangelical Methodist
Church, 930 W. Main St.,
Portland. New members
welcome. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-5312. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridian
St. in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-8792.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.

JAY COUNTY DRUG
PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at 3:30
p.m. the third Monday of
each month in room 106 at
John Jay Center for Learn-
ing, 101 S. Meridian St. in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 251-3259.

Tuesday
FRIENDS OF THE

OPERA HOUSE — The
Friends of  Fort Recovery
Opera House committee
will have an open meeting
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb.
16 in the community room
at Fort Recovery High
School about revitalizing
the opera house above
Brockman Appliance. The
public is welcome.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

THE LANDING — A 12-
step program for those in
sixth through 12th grade
will meet at 5:55 p.m. each
Tuesday at 2nd Chance at
Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 703-0777 or (260) 726-
5273.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Community Calendar

Photo provided

Cold Klondike 
Portland Boy Scout Troop 202 held its Klondike over the weekend. A dozen scouts

took part in the event, braving 3-degree temperatures.

It may be the time
for mature shows
By BONNIE MILLER RUBIN
Special to The Washington Post

NPR host Scott Simon
may have interviewed all
kinds of  actors, authors
and artists, but he was no
different from any other
perplexed parent when he
tweeted: “OK to watch
Emily in Paris with my 14-
year-old?”

As the pandemic grinds
on, we are all watching
more TV than ever before
— and that includes shar-
ing a couch with tweens
and teens. But how do you
respond when adult sub-
jects — such as drug use,
domestic violence and
graphic sex — pop onto the
screen? Is it an opportunity
to start a conversation or
tacit approval?

All families are different
— and that includes their
tolerance for edgy content.
On one hand, the year-long
shutdown, with less rush-
ing around, has provided
ideal circumstances for
serious chats. On the other,
there's a point when even
the most progressive par-
ent squirms when confront-
ed with a moaning, breath-
less roll in the sheets on a
50-inch screen.

“It's not even about age,”
said Joshua Colean, a San
Francisco-based psycholo-
gist. “I have 28-year-old
twin boys. One is very com-
fortable watching sex with
me, while the other will
immediately walk out of
the room.”

Talking about awkward
subjects is a responsibility
of  any parent, but some-
times it's hard to know
what's not appropriate, said
Sarah Schoppe-Sullivan, a
professor of  psychology at
Ohio State University.

A couple years ago, her
15-year-old daughter bailed
after a few episodes of
“Breaking Bad” but is fine
with watching “Bridger-
ton” with her Mom. The
soapy serial, which debuted
on Netflix last month, does
not shy away from intimate
scenes, including newly-
weds consummating their

marriage.
“I offered to fast-forward

through the sex part,”
Schoppe-Sullivan said, “but
mostly we just laughed.”

To be sure, this is tricky
parenting territory, experts
said. Too self-conscious?
You risk them learning
from friends. Too much
exposure at too young an
age? Kids can become
desensitized.

But on one point every-
one agreed: The pandemic
has spurred a surge in
viewership. According to a
report from eMarketer, TV-
watching has jumped by 8.3
million in 2020, reversing a
nine-year slide.

Many parents — includ-
ing Schoppe-Sullivan —
consult Common Sense
Media, an advocacy group
that promotes safe media
use. But even on this site,
where parents and kids sep-
arately rate shows for
appropriate content, the
two generations rarely con-
cur.

For example, “One Night
in Miami,” a current Net-
flix hit about four promi-
nent Black leaders, parents
give it a nod for 17-year-
olds; kids ranked it as okay
for age 14 and up.

The same age gap is evi-
dent for “The Marvelous
Mrs. Maisel.” Adults don't
mince words about a flood
of  “f-bombs” and nudity.
“This is not a show I'd ever
watch with my kids, even
after they hit adulthood,”
wrote one mom. But one 13-
year-old critic called this
show “absolutely amazing”
and “great for you and your
family, as long as parents
are open to questions.”

Ruta Kalvaitis Skucas of
Darnestown, Maryland,
has no problem answering
questions from her three
boys, ages 15 to 18, and
says she is strict when it
comes to monitoring tele-
vision. Two of  her sons
have neurodevelopmen-
tal differences and
“wouldn't know where to
draw the line in public,”
she explained.

DEAR ABBY: My now-ex and I
had a complicated, four-year on-
again, off-again relationship. I
finally ended it five months ago,
but I'm still not sure whether I
made the right choice. 

Every guy I date I compare to
him. It's hard to imagine myself
with anyone else. We were so simi-
lar, and we made so many plans
together. 

Our families weren't crazy about
us being together. I backed away
many times because I wasn't sure
of  us in the long term. 

Maybe it was because I'm only 22
and scared of  committing forever,
or because I want to be a doctor
and have years of  schooling ahead
of  me. 

Our relationship was always
very hot and passionate, but it
turned very cold and distant some-
times. 

I'm confused. Did I leave for the
hope of  something better or a fear
of  commitment? 

Or was it because I'm young and
still trying to figure out my life
and felt he was holding me back?
— SECOND THOUGHTS IN ARI-
ZONA

DEAR SECOND THOUGHTS:
Your life is just beginning. If
you are sincere about your
desire to be a doctor, you may
have to postpone other aspects
of  your life until you are closer
to your goal. 

The last thing you need in the
near term is the distraction of  a
hot and passionate/cold and
distant romance. 

You mentioned that you

backed away "many times"
because you were unsure about
the two of  you in the long term.
Please stop tormenting your-
self. 

When you meet Mr. Right, you
won't have those second
thoughts because you will know
the relationship is right.

••••••••••
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO MY

ASIAN READERS WHO CELE-
BRATE THE LUNAR NEW YEAR:
The Year of  the Ox begins today. I
wish a happy, healthy new year to
all who celebrate this holiday. Peo-
ple born in the Year of  the Ox are
steadfast and determined, and
that's no bull. — LOVE, ABBY

••••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com
or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

‘Hot’ relationship turned cold
Dear
Abby
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Once again our state legislators

are endorsing laws that cater to
corporations while ignoring the
public’s best interest. It’s nothing
new, but this time it could cause
permanent damage.

Senate Bill 389 — which strips
state protections for wetlands —
moved to the Indiana House of
Representatives this week after
passing the Senate. The bill is
supported by the Indiana
Builders Association and other
construction lobbyists, according
to the Indy Star, but the proposed
law would strip requirements
that protect endangered species
and water quality.

Indiana lost nearly 84 percent
of  its wetlands to development by
the late 1980s, according to
the Indiana Department of  Envi-
ronmental Management (IDEM).
State officials say wetlands now
cover just 4 percent of  the state,
although wetlands once covered
25 percent of  it.

According to IDEM reports, 70
percent of  Hoosiers rely on

drinking water from aquifers,
and wetlands filter pollutants and
recharge the underground wells.
Wetlands also act as a buffer to
prevent flooding, something this
region suffers from each year.

Interestingly, one co-author of
this bill — Republican Andy Zay
— represents Huntington,
Wabash, Grant and Whitley coun-
ties, an area that has a history of
flooding and water quality issues.

The town of  Andrews in Hunt-
ington County is currently suffer-
ing from a tainted aquifer, and yet
their representative is endorsing
a bill that would further threaten
that town’s access to clean drink-
ing water.

Zay also represents con-
stituents around two reservoirs

that are designated as “impaired”
by federal and state officials. The
algal blooms that continue to
plague Salamonie and J.E. Roush
reservoirs each summer will like-
ly grow larger, threatening recre-
ation and enjoyment in those
areas if  wetlands are further
destroyed.

Algal blooms, which secrete
neurotoxins and cause foul-
smelling water in the form of
green slime, are fueled by nutri-
ent runoff. The bill Zay co-
authored would no longer require
developers to seek permits for
their development to ensure they
mitigate any negative impacts to
the environment, water quality
and endangered species. The bill
also halts prosecution for anyone
who is currently facing charges
for violating the law.

Either Zay is tone deaf  to the
wants and needs of  his con-
stituents, or he is endorsing bills
that help the real estate industry.
As the owner of  Zay Leasing &
Rentals, Inc., he has a conflict of
interest by co-authoring this bill

and voting to approve it this
week.

Fishermen, farmers, recre-
ationalists and people who live in
rural Indiana will be harmed by
this bill if  it is passed because
Indiana will see an increased risk
for flooding events, drinking
water issues and toxic algal
blooms. Meanwhile, construction
companies and lobbyists will
profit off  their destruction and in
turn have more money to shovel
into the Indiana Statehouse to
grow their influence on our state
legislature.

Indiana’s wetlands are a vital
resource that’s already seen mas-
sive destruction. The degradation
has already turned farm fields
into lakes, washing away seed
and destroying crops, and our
reservoirs green with algae.

Many residents in this area
enjoy seeing sandhill cranes and
the resurgence of  bald eagles, but
if  our reservoirs and wetlands
are not protected, these majestic
birds will likely roost elsewhere.
Endangered species like the long-

eared Indiana bat and water moc-
casin will lose vital habitat and
food sources, further threatening
their existence.

Right now, the state allows
developers to proceed with proj-
ects on private lands that have
wetlands. However, the current
system makes them do it safely.
Stripping these permitting
requirements will only leave lim-
ited federal protection for a
miniscule portion of  our state’s
wetlands.

Zay has already cast his vote,
but the bill now heads to the Indi-
ana House. It’s not too late to call
your representative and lobby on
behalf  of  the people, not corpora-
tions. Gov. Eric Holcomb has
expressed concern about the bill,
but he’s facing enormous pres-
sure from his party.

It will take a statewide effort to
stop this bill from passing, but if
this bill is adopted, it will create
irreversible damage to a system
that protects the people in order
to shovel money into corpora-
tions’ pockets.

State wetlands must be protected

By COLBERT I. KING
The Washington Post

On Jan. 6, then-Vice
President Mike Pence
wrote to Congress that his
“oath to support and
defend the Constitution
constrains me from claim-
ing unilateral authority to
determine which electoral
votes should be counted
and which should not,” and
thus he could not change
the results of  the Novem-
ber election.

Pence reportedly had
shared his views with then-
President Donald Trump
the previous day. Nonethe-
less, in a tweet Jan. 6,
Trump wrote that if  Pence
“comes through for us, we
will win the Presidency.”

Understanding how
events progressed is cru-
cial to passing judgment on
Trump’s culpability.

Again on the morning of
Jan. 6, Trump claimed on
Twitter that Pence had the
power to reject states’ certi-
fication, thus delaying the
process and ultimately giv-
ing him the win. Wrote
Trump, “All Mike Pence
has to do is send them back
to the States, AND WE
WIN. Do it Mike, this is a
time for extreme courage!”

Midday, Pence went to
the Capitol to preside over
a joint session of  Congress
to count the electoral col-
lege votes.

At a rally on the Ellipse
around the same time,
Trump falsely told his sup-
porters that “this election
was stolen from you, from
me, from the country,”
declaring, also falsely, that
he won “in a landslide.” He
said the day “is not the end,
it is just the beginning,”
and that he “will never give
up, we will never concede.”

Trump described for the
crowd a conversation he
had with Pence, in which
he urged Pence to send
electoral votes back to the
states. “I just spoke to
Mike. I said ‘Mike, that
doesn’t take courage. What
takes courage is to do noth-
ing.’”

Following the rally, a vio-
lent mob of  Trump sup-
porters stormed the Capi-
tol. In the midst of  the vio-
lence and destruction,
Trump tweeted, “Mike
Pence didn’t have the
courage to do what should
have been done to protect
our Country and our Con-
stitution.”

During the riots at the
Capitol, some of  Trump’s
loyal disciples who invaded
the building were captured

on video chanting, “Hang
Mike Pence.”

According to the FBI, one
man who was charged with
trespassing and disorderly
conduct after making his
way into the Senate cham-
ber said in a YouTube
video: “Once we found out
Pence turned on us and
that they had stolen the
election, like, officially, the
crowd went crazy. I mean, it
became a mob.”

And who told the mob
that Pence had not come
through for him — or
them? Who lied to and pro-
voked his devoted support-
ers to go after the vice pres-
ident of  the United States?

Through it all, Pence
stood tall. When he
reopened the proceedings,
he told Trump’s rioting
thugs “you did not win.”
Speaking from the Senate
dais, which members of  the
mob had fouled with their
presence hours earlier,
Pence said it was “a dark
day in the history of  the
United States Capitol.” He
promised that “the world
will again witness the
resilience and strength of
our democracy.”

So here we are.
Trump brought the

calamity on Congress.
Because of  him, a mob
invaded the Senate, rifled
through senators’ desks,
took papers, broke and
destroyed and lounged with
obvious contempt in the
Senate president’s chair.

The question of  the hour
— the only question — is
whether Republicans in the
upper chamber, sitting as
jurors, have the integrity,
the respect for the Constitu-
tion and the law, as well as
the guts to stand up on
behalf  of  their own body
against the narcissistic and
amoral Donald Trump.

Any senator who ducks,
hedges and dances around
the truth of  Trump’s law-
lessness and shameful mis-
conduct is unworthy of  the
honor bestowed upon them
by American voters.

••••••••••
King, who writes a col-

umn sometimes about D.C.,
sometimes about politics,
won the Pulitzer Prize for
Commentary.

One question
faces senators

By DANIEL W. DREZNER
Special To The Washington Post

Next month will mark the one-
year anniversary of  the pandemic
altering daily life in the United
States — which means it will also be
the one-year anniversary of  univer-
sity professors like myself  teaching
remotely via Zoom. What have we
learned?

A year can produce a lot of  data,
and the Chronicle of  Higher Educa-
tion’s Beth McMurtrie has been dili-
gently curating what other universi-
ty faculty and students are saying.
According to McMurtrie, “students
are reporting that their academic
workloads have increased” and yet
“many faculty members say they’ve
scaled back expectations.” This
seems incongruous.

In a fascinating essay, Wake Forest
University professor Betsy Barre
offers six hypotheses for why this is.
Maybe, as professors alter their
assignment expectations, they are
unintentionally assigning more
work. Or maybe students are being
forced to work harder than in the
Before Time. Or maybe, just maybe,
online instruction places unexpect-
edly greater demands on students
who otherwise could have coasted
through listening to a professor
drone on and on and on.

Every professor has a story to tell.
Before I tell mine, let me stipulate for
the record that I occupy a position of
privilege and good fortune. Because I
had previously recorded a lot of  con-
tent for Fletcher School of  Law and
Diplomacy at Tufts University’s
online degree, it was easy to adapt it
to be asynchronous content for
Fletcher students. Furthermore, I
have only been teaching graduate
students. This is a far cry from some-
one trying to teach Introduction to
English Literature at Ohio State, is
what I’m saying.

That said, a year into this exercise,
here is my primary takeaway from

this experience: The reason for the
cognitive dissonance between stu-
dents and faculty is that online
instruction, no matter how you slice
it, is less efficient than in-person
instruction. Both students and pro-
fessors are working harder, and yet
this greater effort does not quite
yield the pedagogical benefits of
being in the same classroom as stu-
dents.

Readers might suspect me of  being
a Luddite on these matters, and they
have evidentiary grounds for that
suspicion. But I am not saying that
online teaching is useless or a waste
of  time or anything remotely like
that. Students who need to work full
time but are highly motivated to earn
a degree can profit from the online
experience. On the technical side,
Zoom and other platforms have han-
dled this transition extremely well by
my reckoning.

Furthermore, as I have moved
down the learning curve, I suspect
my teaching has probably improved.
Last year I found myself  exhausted
from Zoom instruction. This semes-
ter the synchronous sessions have
been much less taxing; perhaps my
brain has adjusted to this new online
environment. My assignment
instructions have grown more
detailed and precise.

What has not changed, however, is
that teaching online cannot com-
pletely replicate the in-person experi-
ence. For all the talk about the advan-
tages of  flipped classrooms, it does
not compare with the interactive
give-and-take that even an in-person

lecture can offer, much less an in-per-
son seminar. Any halfway-decent
professor knows how to read the
room mid-lecture and adjust. That is
literally impossible to do with
recorded lectures, and next to impos-
sible to do synchronously on Zoom.

Virtual instruction also eliminates
some of  the more spontaneous and
fruitful ways of  engaging with stu-
dents. I miss bumping into my stu-
dents in the hallways and catching
up. I miss talking with them after
class as I leave the classroom. I miss
seeing them at other talks and in-per-
son functions. Attempts to replicate
these elements online simply reveal
the meager nature of  the virtual sub-
stitute.

Going forward, what I truly dread
is the persistence of  ongoing hybrid
instruction — synchronous classes
in which some students are in person
and some are participating virtually.
At least with remote teaching every-
one is occupying the same-size box
on a screen. I have yet to meet an
instructor who has handled this mix
well, and anyone who has been in a
meeting with some people dialed in
remotely knows why. The rhythms of
real-time interactions in person are
just different enough from online
exchanges to throw both sets of  stu-
dents off  their game.

None of  this is anyone’s fault. My
fellow faculty are trying harder than
ever before to adapt material to a vir-
tual format. My students seem intent
on learning. We are just in a situa-
tion in which everyone is putting in
more effort and no one is getting as
much out of  it as they want. That is
what “inefficiency” means. This does
not mean that online instruction
should end — it just means we need
to acknowledge the costs.

••••••••••
Drezner is a professor of  interna-

tional politics at the Fletcher School of
Law and Diplomacy at Tufts Univer-
sity.

Remote learning is inefficient
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Continued from page 1
In both legal filings and in argu-

ments earlier in the week,
Trump’s lawyers have made clear
their position that the people
responsible for the riot are the
ones who actually stormed the
building and who are now being
prosecuted by the Justice Depart-
ment. 

Anticipating defense efforts to
disentangle Trump’s rhetoric
from the rioters’ actions, the
impeachment managers spent
days trying to fuse them together
through a reconstruction of
never-been-seen video footage
alongside clips of  the president’s
months-long urging of  his sup-
porters to undo the election
results.

Democrats, who wrapped their
case Thursday, used the rioters’
own videos and words from Jan. 6
to pin responsibility on Trump.
“We were invited here,” said one.
“Trump sent us,” said another.
“He’ll be happy. We’re fighting for
Trump.”

The prosecutors’ goal was to
cast Trump not as a bystander but
rather as the “inciter in chief”
who spent months spreading false-
hoods and revving up supporters
to challenge the election.

In addition to seeking convic-
tion, they also are demanding that

he be barred from holding future
federal office. 

Trump, they said, laid the predi-
cate for the attack by stoking false
claims of  fraud, encouraging sup-
porters to come to Washington and
then fanning the discontent with
his rhetoric about fighting and tak-
ing back the country.

“This attack never would have
happened but for Donald Trump,”
Rep. Madeleine Dean, one of  the
impeachment managers, said as
she choked back emotion. “And so
they came, draped in Trump’s flag,
and used our flag, the American
flag, to batter and to bludgeon.” 

For all the weight and moment
that the impeachment of  a presi-
dent is meant to convey, this his-
toric second trial of  Trump could
wrap up with a vote by this week-
end, particularly since Trump’s
lawyers focused on legal rather
than emotional or historic ques-
tions and are hoping to get it all
behind him as quickly as possible.

With little hope of  conviction by
the required two-thirds of  the Sen-
ate, Democrats delivered a graphic
case to the American public,
describing in stark, personal
terms the terror faced that day —
some of  it in the very Senate cham-
ber where senators are sitting as
jurors. They used security video
of  rioters searching for House

Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Vice
President Mike Pence, smashing
into the building and engaging in
bloody, hand-to-hand combat with
police.

They displayed the many public
and explicit instructions Trump
gave his supporters — long before
the White House rally that
unleashed the deadly Capitol
attack as Congress was certifying
Democrat Joe Biden’s victory. Five
people died in the chaos and its
aftermath.

Videos of  rioters, some they
posted to social medial themselves,
talked about how they were doing
it all for Trump.

“What makes you think the
nightmare with Donald Trump
and his law-breaking and violent
mobs is over?” asked Rep. Jamie
Raskin, D-Maryland, the lead pros-
ecutor. He said earlier, “When Don-
ald Trump tells the crowd, as he
did on Jan. 6, ‘Fight like hell, or you
won’t have a country anymore,’ he
meant for them to ‘fight like hell.’”

At the White House, Biden said
he believed “some minds may be
changed” after senators saw the
security video, though he has pre-
viously said that conviction was
unlikely.

Though most senators sat rivet-
ed as the video played Wednesday
in the chamber, some shaking

their heads or folding their arms
as screams from the video and
audio filled the Senate chamber,
most of  the jurors seemed to have
made up their minds. And by
Thursday, as the House case
wrapped up, many seem to be pre-
pared to move on.

“I thought today was very repet-
itive, actually. I mean, not much
new. I was really disappointed that
they didn’t engage much with the
legal standards,” said Republican
Sen. Josh Hawley of  Missouri.

Trump’s lawyers will contend
that the former president in the
very same remarks encouraged
the crowd to behave “peacefully”
and that his remarks — and his
general distrust of  the election
results — are all protected under
the First Amendment. Democrats
strenuously resist that assertion,
saying his words weren’t political
speech but rather amounted to
direct incitement of  violence.

The defense lawyers also may
return to arguments made Tues-
day that the trial itself  is unconsti-
tutional because Trump is now a
former president. The Senate
rejected that contention Tuesday
as it voted to proceed with the
trial, but Republican senators have
nonetheless signaled that they
remain interested in that argu-
ment.

Sentenced
ALBION, Ind. — A

northeastern Indiana
man who was shot by a
police officer he pulled
a gun on during a 2019
domestic disturbance
has been sentence to 22
1/2 years in prison.

Faustino Jesus
Vasquez, 29, was sen-
tenced by a Noble
County judge after
pleading guilty to a
felony count of  point-
ing a firearm. The Fort
Wayne man received a
2 1/2-year sentence on
that count.

But as part of
Vasquez’s plea agree-
ment a sentencing
enhancement added
another 20 years to his
sentence during Mon-
day’s hearing, The
(Kendallville) News-
Sun reported.

In November 2019, a
Kendallville police
office was responding
to a domestic call at a
mobile home park
when Vasquez drew a
handgun and pointed it
at the officer, prosecu-
tors said.

Crash kills
DALLAS — A mas-

sive crash involving
more than 130 vehicles
on an icy Texas inter-
state left six people
dead and dozens
injured Thursday amid
a winter storm that
dropped freezing rain,
sleet and snow on parts
of  the U.S.

At the scene of  the
crash on Interstate 35
near downtown Fort
Worth, a tangle of
semitrailers, cars and
trucks had smashed
into each other and had
turned every which
way, with some vehi-
cles on top of  others.

“There were multi-
ple people that were
trapped within the con-
fines of  their vehicles
and requiring the use
of  hydraulic rescue
equipment to success-
fully extricate them,”
said Fort Worth Fire
Chief  Jim Davis.

At least 65 people
were treated at hospi-
tals, with 36 of  them
taken by ambulance
from the crash site,
including three with
critical injuries, said
Matt Zavadsky,
spokesman for Med-
Star, which provides
the ambulance service
for the area.

Locking
MELBOURNE, Aus-

tralia — Melbourne,
Australia’s second-
largest city, will begin
its third lockdown
today because of  a rap-
idly spreading COVID-
19 cluster centered on
hotel quarantine.

The five-day lock-
down will be enforced
across Victoria state to
prevent the virus
spreading from the
state capital, Victorian
Premier Daniel
Andrews said.

The Australian Open
tennis tournament will
be allowed to continue
but without spectators,
he said.

—Associated Press

In review

By JOSEPH PISANI
AP Retail Writer

NEW YORK — The sec-
ond Jennifer Bates walks
away from her post at the
Amazon warehouse where
she works, the clock starts
ticking.

She has precisely 30 min-
utes to get to the cafeteria
and back for her lunch
break. That means travers-
ing a warehouse the size of
14 football fields, which eats
up precious time. She
avoids bringing food from
home because warming it
up in the microwave would
cost her even more min-
utes. Instead she opts for $4
cold sandwiches from the
vending machine and hur-

ries back to her post. 
If  she makes it, she’s

lucky. If  she doesn’t, Ama-
zon could cut her pay, or
worse, fire her. 

It’s that kind of  pressure
that has led some Amazon
workers to organize the
biggest unionization push
at the company since it was
founded in 1995. And it’s
happening in the unlikeli-
est of  places: Bessemer,
Alabama, a state with laws
that don’t favor unions. 

If  organizers succeed in
Bessemer, it could set off  a
chain reaction across Ama-
zon’s operations nation-
wide, with thousands more
workers demanding better
working conditions.

Amazon facing
unionization push

By NOHA ELHENNAWY
Associated Press

CAIRO — More than 2 million
Yemeni children under the age of
5 are expected to endure acute
malnutrition in 2021, four United
Nations agencies said today, urg-
ing stakeholders to end the years-
long conflict that has brought the
Arab world’s poorest country to
the brink of  famine.

The U.N. report warned that
nearly one in six of  those kids —
400,000 of  the 2.3 million — are at
risk of  death due to severe acute
malnutrition this year, a signifi-
cant increase from last year’s esti-
mates. The report also said a lack
of  funds was hampering humani-
tarian programs in Yemen, as
donor nations have failed to make
good on their commitments. 

Compounding the crisis,

around 1.2 million pregnant or
breastfeeding women in Yemen
are also projected to be acutely
malnourished this year.

“These numbers are yet anoth-
er cry for help from Yemen, where
each malnourished child also
means a family struggling to sur-
vive,” said David Beasley, execu-
tive director of  the World Food
Program, which jointly issued
the report with the Food and
Agriculture Organization,
UNICEF and the World Health
Organization.

“The crisis in Yemen is a toxic
mix of  conflict, economic col-
lapse and a severe shortage of
funding,” Beasley explained. In
2020, humanitarian programs in
Yemen received only $1.9 billion
of  the required $3.4 billion, the
report said. 

UNICEF estimates that virtual-
ly all of  Yemen’s 12 million chil-
dren require some sort of  assis-
tance. This can include food aid,
health services, clean water,
schooling and cash grants to help
the poorest families scrape by. 

“But there is a solution to
hunger, and that’s food and an
end to the violence,” Beasley said.

Yemenis have suffered six years
of  bloodshed, destruction and
humanitarian catastrophe. In
2014, the Iran-allied Houthi rebels
seized the capital and much of
the country’s north. A Saudi-led
coalition launched a sweeping
military intervention months
later to restore the U.N.-backed
government. Despite relentless
Saudi airstrikes and a blockade
of  Yemen, the war has ground to
a stalemate. 

Last week, President Joe
Biden announced  that the U.S
will no longer support the
Saudi-led coalition. But reach-
ing peace will be a difficult path.

Biden also reversed the
Trump administration’s desig-
nation of  the Houthis as a ter-
rorist organization. That move
has been hailed by aid groups
working in Yemen, who feared
the designation would disrupt
the flow of  food, fuel and other
goods barely keeping Yemenis
alive.

“Malnourished children are
more vulnerable to diseases … It
is a vicious and often deadly
cycle, but with relatively cheap
and simple interventions, many
lives can be saved,” said WHO
Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus.

UN warns of starvation threat

Washington Post/Salwan Georges

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Kentucky, walks back to his office as senators take a break during the second
day of the impeachment trail of former President Donald Trump on Wednesday. House impeachment managers finished their case
Thursday, and Trump’s defense lawyers were slated to begin their arguments today.

Defense ...



STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

STATEWIDE
60 SERVICES

STATEDE

STATEWIDE
90 SALE CALENDAR

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

Local Agent

260-418-9492

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Fleece
Blankets, Appliqué, Zip-
pers, Hemming, Memory
T-Shirt, Special Orders
260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibition
Hall, Jay County Fair-
grounds, Portland, IN

Saturday, February 13th,
2021

10:00am
Antiques-Old & Collec-
tors Items;  Clark 3
dawer spool cabinet;

hump back trunk; metal
train pieces; crocks: #3
western,#12,#10,#6
heart; jewelers anvil,
vise with anvil; Lamps:
Alladin; arrowheads;
Hudepohl Beer metal

keg; WWII leather flying
helmet; and many other

items not listed.
Auctioneers Note:  This
auction offers a nice
selection of antiques

and collectibles.  Auction
preview will be held on
Friday February 12th

from 4:00pm to 6:00pm.  
It is recommended you
follow COVID-19 guide-
lines by wearing a facial
mask and social distanc-

ing
Richard Stachler 
Loy Auction
AU31600027
260-726-2700
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112 

Hi and Lois

Agnes

Rose is Rose

Peanuts

SPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

Beetle Bailey

Snuffy Smith

Blondie

Funky Winkerbean

√ Out
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Classifieds
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up to 

49% 

off  
Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 
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260-726-8141
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GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know

what you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to

a new home, to a

new job,

the Classifieds

deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call  

260-726-8141

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

    In order for your
advertisement to
appear in the next
day’s paper, or for
a correction or
stop order to be

made
for an ad already

appearing,
we must receive
the ad, correction

or
cancellation

before
12:00 pm

Tuesday-Friday.

Deadline for
Tuesday is 

12:00 pm on the
previous
Monday.

Deadline for
The News
and Sun is

3:00 pm Friday. 

The
Commercial
Review

309 W. Main
Portland, Indiana
260-726-8141



AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

2ND SHIFT WAITRESS
NEEDED ASAP Plus a
2nd shift cook. Work 3
days on/3 days off, 2pm-
10pm. Call Jinny’s Cafe
260-997-8300 between
8am & 2pm  

US AGGREGATES, A
LOCAL COMPANY is
looking for a 2nd Shift
Railcar Loader/Laborer.
If interested, please
apply online at:
https://thgrp.applicant-
pool.com/jobs/516009.ht
ml 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS now
available. Water, sewer,
trash included in rent.
Rent is based on
income, HUD vouchers
accepted. Call Geneva
Shores Apartments; 260-
368-9129, or pick up an
application at 295 South
Hale St.; Geneva, IN.
Equal Opportunity
Provider. 
INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 

Πfor junk autos. We pick
up at your location. 1-
765-546-2642 or 1-765-
857-1071. Slocum’s Sal-
vage 

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�
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READ  THE CR THEN RECYCLE

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
100 JOBS WANTED

190 FARMER
110 HELP WANTED

190 F
130 MISC. FOR SALE

190 FARMERS
200 FOR RENT

A             RMERS   C
200 FOR RENT

A             RMERS   C
230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

A             RMERS   C
230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

BANNERS

40” x 13”

BUY ONE

FOR 

$695
GET 

ONE FOR

$350
Birthdays,

Anniversaries,

Get Well,

Just Because,

Valentine’s

Day,

and Many

Others.

Graphic Printing,

309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Open 

8 a.m. - 4

p.m.
Custom sizes

available.

Public Notice
Alcohol & Tobacco Commission

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

The Alcohol Beverage Board of
Jay County, Indiana will hold a
public hearing at 11:00 am on
February 23, 2021 virtually
through Microsoft Teams, to in-
vestigate the propriety of hold-
ing an alcoholic beverage per-
mit by the applicants listed
below. 
Information on accessing the
virtual meeting can be found at
https://www.in.gov/atc/alcohol-
resources/alcohol-beverage-in-
formation/#lbHearing.. 

DL3822501 Beer Wine &
Liquor - Drug Store RE-
NEWAL
WALMART STORES EAST
LP 950 WEST VOTAW ST
Portland IN
D/B/A WALMART # 2388
TIM SKINNER 3201 NW AVI-
GNON WAY  Bentonville,
President
DAVID READING 6500 S
44TH  Bentonville, Secretary

RR3836201 Beer Wine &
Liquor -Restaurant (210) RE-
NEWAL
Val's Bar & Grill LLC 1 S
Meridian St  Redkey IN
D/B/A Val's Bar & Grill LLC

RR3837202 Beer Wine &
Liquor - Restaurant (210-1)
NEW
Rollin J Lanes LLC 1616 N
Meridian St   Portland IN
D/B/A Rollin J Lanes LLC

CR 2-12-2021- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NO: 38C01-2101-EU-

000004
IN THE MATTER OF THE
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE

OF:
NOAH G. GEESAMAN, (De-

ceased)
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that Gh-
lee A. Thornton and Delee M.
Rathbun were appointed as Co-
Personal Representatives of the
estate of Noah G. Geesaman, de-
ceased, on the 29th day of Jan-
uary, 2021, who died on the 2nd
day of December, 2020.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.

Dated this 1st day of 
February, 2021.

Jon Eads
Clerk of The Jay County Court

COLDREN, FRANTZ &
SPRUNGER

Attorneys at Law
P.O. Box 1013

Portland, IN 47371
CR 2-5,12-2021HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL ES-
TATE

AND ALL INTERESTED
PARTIES

By virtue of a certified copy of Decree of Foreclosure to me directed
from the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Jay County, Indiana, in Cause
No. 38CI-201O-MF-000012 wherein The Farmers & Merchants State
Bank is Plaintiff, and Gerald L. LeMaster and Markie D. LeMaster
are the Defendants, requiring me to make the sum as provided for
in said Decree with interest and costs, I will expose at public sale
to the highest bidder on the 11th day of March, 2021 at the hour of
10:00 a.m. of said day at the Jay County Sheriff's Department, the fee
simple of the whole body of Real Estate in Jay County, Indiana:

A PART OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF THE SOUTH-
WEST QUARTER OF SECTION 21, TOWNSHIP 22 NORTH,
RANGE 15 EAST, SECOND PRINCIPLE MERIDIAN MADISON
TOWNSHIP, JAY COUNTY, INDIANA; COMMENCING AT A
CORNERSTONE AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE
SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 21, TOWNSHIP 22
NORTH, RANGE 15 EAST; THENCE NORTH ALONG THE
WEST LINE OF SAID SOUTHWEST QUARTER A DISTANCE
OF FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY THREE AND THIRTY-FIVE
ONE HUNDREDTHS (423.35) FEET TO THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING; THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 03 MINUTES 25
SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID WEST
LINE A DISTANCE OF TWO HUNDRED FIFTY-SEVEN AND
NINETEEN ONE HUNDREDTHS (257.19) FEET; THENCE
SOUTH 86 DEGREES 29 MINUTES 15 SECONDS EAST A DIS-
TANCE OF TWO HUNDRED TWELVE AND TEN ONE HUN-
DREDTHS (212.10) FEET; THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 03
MINUTES 25 SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF TWO HUN-
DRED FIFTY-SEVEN AND NINETEEN ONE HUNDREDTHS
(257.19) FEET; THENCE NORTH 86 DEGREES 29 MINUTES 15
SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF TWO HUNDRED TWELVE
AND TEN ONE HUNDREDTHS (212.10) FEET TO THE PLACE
OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING 1.25 ACRES, MORE OR LESS
Parcel No. 38- 12-2 1-300-0 17.000-026
6897 South 600 East
Portland, IN 47371
Street Address of Property
The Sheriff's Department does not warrant the accuracy of the
street address published herein.

Together with rents, issues, income and profits thereof, said sale
will be made without relief from valuation or appraisement laws.
All sales are subject to any first and prior liens, taxes and assess-
ments legally levied and assessed thereon. Neither the Sheriff nor
the Plaintiff in this case warrants either expressly or impliedly any
title, location or legal description of any real estate sold at the sale
. Any prospective bidder should obtain their own title evidence be-
fore making any bid on any properties subject to this sale.

Dwane Ford, Jay County Sheriff
Attorneys for Plaintiff

Thomas B. Trent
Rothberg Logan & Warsco, LLP

505 E. Washington Blvd.
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802

(260) 422-9454
CR 2-12,19,26-2021-HSPAXLP
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Continued from page 8
But sometimes she’s hav-

ing an off  night or she’s on
the bench in foul trouble.
When that happens, some-
one tends to step up in her
absence. In the sectional
semifinal Feb. 5 against
Yorktown, that player was
Izzy Rodgers. The junior
guard caught fire from the
perimeter, making five 3-
pointers and finishing with
a career-high 28 points,
including a 10-point effort
in the second quarter when
Schwieterman was on the
bench for the full eight

minutes. The Patriots des-
perately needed some help
at that time, and Rodgers
picked the perfect time to
shine and have a career
night.

If  it’s not Rodgers, per-
haps it’s Madison Dirksen,
the 6-foot forward who cre-
ates matchup nightmares
for both teams. Opposing
coaches have to choose,
take away Schwieterman
or limit Dirksen. Teams
often can’t do both.

Defensively, senior
Aubrie Schwieterman has
been one of  the most fun

players to watch. I long con-
sidered 2019 graduate
Kendra Muhlenkamp as
one of  the best on-ball
defenders I’ve seen at Jay
County, but this year
Schwieterman certainly
made her case as one of  the
best as well.

While she was often a lit-
tle too aggressive on
defense and sometimes put
herself  in foul trouble, her
quickness and tenacity
fighting for loose balls
almost always led to some
fireworks.

Sisters Grace and Sophie

Saxman, a senior and
freshman, respectively,
were a couple defensive
stalwarts as well, and late
in the season the younger
sister always seemed to
find herself  in the right
position to come up with
some big offensive
rebounds. Both Saxmans
are listed at 5-7, and they
played much bigger than
their frames might suggest.

Speaking of  defense,
freshman Breanna Dirksen
solidified herself  as a role
player down the stretch
when Grace Saxman was

out with a knee injury. Like
the older Schwieterman,
Dirksen was often tasked
with guarding the oppos-
ing team’s best player. That
was most prevalent in the
sectional tournament
when coach Kirk Comer
shifted to a triangle-and-
two to shut down high-scor-
ing guards from both York-
town and Hamilton
Heights.

Gabi Bilbrey, a regular
starter, wasn’t relied upon
to score, but she had a
knack for throwing her
body around down in the

post for rebounds before
kicking it out to teammates
for an open shot.

Comer, who finished his
26th year as a coach, said it
best following Saturday’s
loss: “I’ve said this before,
but this is one of  my all-
time favorite teams.
They’re just a special
group. I hate to see (the sea-
son) come to an end.”

It’s one of  the best JCHS
girls teams I’ve seen since
I’ve been here.

I just wish I, and they,
could have had at least one
more game.

Continued from page 8
Carr tied the game again with a

pair of  free throws. Williams
answered with an up-and-under move
to beat Robbins for a layup. But the
Gophers responded immediately, as
Carr banked in a 3-pointer from the
top of  the key to put Minnesota ahead
69-68 with 14 seconds left.

"He made some big-time shots,"
Minnesota coach Richard Pitino said.
"The one thing about Marcus and all
of  these guys, I want them to feel free
to go make some plays."

So, despite making five of  his first
16 shots, Carr had the green light to
keep shooting. In the end, it worked
out, even if  one of  his huge shots
came off  a scramble and the other
went in off  the backboard.

"I'm not sure if  you guys could hear
it, but he called out 'bank,'" Pitino
said.

Kalscheur hit two free throws, giv-
ing Minnesota a 71-68 lead, and Sasha
Stefanovich's last-second 3-pointer
came up short, leaving the Boiler-
makers to lament a handful of  bad
breaks.

"That's life on the road, man —
everything doesn't always go your
way," Williams said. "We've just got to
be better in the future, trying to put
games away, so we don't even have to
go through that."

"We allowed it to be close, and that's
what happens in close games," Painter
added. "We've just got to be one pos-
session better."

Williams, who was held to eight
points in Purdue's victory over North-
western on Saturday, came up huge
against Minnesota, especially in the
first half, when he scored 13 straight
Purdue points in one crucial stretch.

Minnesota surged to an early seven-

point lead on the strength of  three
straight baskets by freshman Jamal
Mashburn Jr. But the Gophers missed
10 of  their next 12 shots, and the Boil-
ermakers took advantage.

Williams helped launch a 15-2 run
with a three-point play and a jumper.
Hunter fed Aaron Wheeler for an
alley-oop dunk, then knocked down a
jumper of  his own to give Purdue a 30-
24 lead.

On a day when the outside tempera-
ture was below zero degrees Fahren-
heit at tip-off, both teams were chilly
from long distance, but one of  them
found its shooting stroke just in time.
Minnesota was 3 for 19 from beyond
the arc before hitting four of  its last
five attempts — two apiece by
Kalscheur and Carr.

Meanwhile, Purdue connected on 2
of  17 3-pointers, missing 12 straight at
one point.

Continued from page 8
“If  someone comes out focused

and catches fire, anything can
happen.”

Rowles and Wood were the
Patriots’ two regional champi-
ons, and they’ll square off
against kids who placed fourth in
their respective regional tourna-
ments. 

Rowles (34-1) meets Fairfield
senior Ryan Keller (19-14) in the
first round at 106 pounds. Poten-
tial opponents in the ticket round
— a win punches their ticket to
the state finals — are Carroll
sophomore Gilbert Ruselink (23-
5) and Peru freshman No. 18
Jalen May (24-5).

“Cody comes in as a champi-
on,” Myers said. “He has a
fourth-placer first round, but
something we emphasize is one

match at a time. If  we start look-
ing at the ticket round or the
semifinals that’s where we get in
trouble.”

Other semi-state qualifiers at
106 include eighth-ranked Tan-
ner Tishner (27-1) of  Western and
No. 16 Keegan Malott (18-2) of
East Noble.

Wood (34-3), who is ranked
ninth at 120 pounds, meets Aidan
Sanderson (19-8) in the first
round, with Cole Sailors (25-4) of
Pero or Mikey Kallimani (30-4) of
Jimtown awaiting in the ticket
round.

“Tony set himself  up really
well,” Myers said.

Wood’s bracket also features
sixth-ranked Aidan Sprague of
East Noble, No. 11 Jacob Veatch
of  Leo and No. 14 Justin Puckett
of  Northridge.

Having taken third at regional,
113-pounder Taye Curtis will
have to go through at least one
ranked opponent in order to get
to state. Curtis has an opening-
round match with No. 19 Elliott
Cornewell (33-2) of  Bishop
Dwenger, with either Beau
Brabender (27-3) of  Northridge
or Anthony Martin (19-4) of  West-
ern in the ticket round.

“He’s got a tough first-round
match but he’s wrestling as well
as he’s wrestled all year right
now,” Myers said. “He’s very con-
fident. It’s the right time to be
wrestling like that.”

Bellmont junior Isaac Ruble,
who is ranked third, and fifth-
ranked Hayden Brady of  Garrett
are also in Curtis’s bracket.

Cameron Clark (26-4) meets
Garrett junior Brayden Baker

(23-5) in the first round at 132
pounds, with Robert Dinn of
Western and Braxton Miller of
DeKalb as potential ticket round
opponents.

“The way his draw played out
he may have a tougher first-
round match than he may have in
the second round,” Myers said.
“We really have to focus on who
he’s got first round. Definitely a
winnable match there for
Cameron, but it’ll be a tough one
and he’ll have to grind one out
there.”

R.J. Heskett, a 138-pound sen-
ior with a 29-7 record, was a sec-
tional champion two weeks ago
but took third at regional,
squares off  against Ben Miller
(27-4) of  Lakeland ahead of  a
ticket round match against
either No. 15 Brody Arthur (24-1)

of  Oak Hill or Jared Landez (21-9)
of  Carroll.

Patriot senior Blake Pruett,
who is 24-10 at 160 pounds and
had his sophomore and junior
seasons cut short because of
meniscus injuries, is upset-mind-
ed after placing fourth at region-
al. He’s got 10th-ranked Landon
Buchanan (32-2) of  Jimtown in
the first round, with Mekhi
Spencer (24-5) of  Snider and
Bryce Buckley (38-3) of  Eastern
(Greentown) as potential ticket-
round opponents.

“It’s going to be pretty tough,”
Pruett said. “But I think I’m
going to do pretty good. I think
I’ve improved drastically since
my leg injuries so I think I’m
going to go out there pretty
mean, be able to upset a couple
matches.”
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Ready ...

Drives ...

Loses ...
Local schedule

Today
Jay County — Boys basketball triple-

header at Heritage – 6 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Boys basketball at

Versailles – 5:30 p.m.; Freshman boys
basketball at Versailles – 5 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County —  Wrestling semi-state at

Allen County War Memorial Coliseum in
Fort Wayne – 8:30 a.m.; Girls swimming
state finals at IU Natatorium at IUPUI –
3:30 p.m.; Boys basketball at Delta – 6
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Swimming sectional
at Defiance Ayersville – 4 p.m.; Boys
basketball vs. South Adams  – 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Junior high swimming

at Muncie Southside – 5:30 p.m.; Junior
high wrestling vs. Delta – 5:30 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

7 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:
St. Bonaventure at VCU (ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: New
Orleans Pelicans at Dallas Mavericks

(ESPN)
9 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

Illinois at Nebraska (BTN)
10 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Memphis

Grizzlies at Los Angeles Lakers (ESPN)

Saturday
Noon — Men’s College Basketball:

Indiana at Ohio State (ESPN); Loyola
Chicago at Drake (ESPN2); UConn at
Xavier (FOX)

1 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:
Auburn at Kentucky (CBS)

2 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:
Tennessee at LSU (ESPN)

2:30 p.m. — Men’s College Basket-
ball: Iowa at Michigan State (FOX)

3 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:
Kansas at Iowa State (ABC)

4 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:
Arkansas at Missouri (ESPN2); Duke at
N.C. State (ESPN)

5 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:
Villanova at Creighton (FOX)

6 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:
Gonzaga at San Francisco (ESPN2);
North Carolina at Virginia (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Indiana
Pacers at Atlanta Hawks (FSIN)

8:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Brook-
lyn Nets at Golden State Warriors (ABC)

Sports on tap
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Read Saturday’s paper for
coverage of the IHSAA
swim state preliminaries

Visit thecr.com to view
our extensive galleries

of sports photos

Line
Drives

By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

Sports seasons come and
go.

Most often during the
dead of  winter, I welcome
the end of  basketball sea-
son. It usually means the
joys of  spring are soon to
come.

But just this once, I don’t
want basketball season to
end.

I long to watch the Patri-
ot girls play another game
this season. 

If  there was one positive
to the Jay County boys
team having to quarantine
twice it is that I got to watch
the girls perhaps more than
I normally would have.

I covered 16 of  their 23
games this season. I was
there for the season-open-
ing win against Union City
on Nov. 13. Then I saw them
struggle against North Cen-
tral, currently the top-
ranked team in Class 4A,
the following night.

Then there was a big five-
point win against Bell-
mont. Then they held off
Winchester, which had won
four straight sectional titles
as well as state champi-
onships in 2018 and 2019.

I was also at the eight-
point win Dec. 5 at Fort
Recovery. Three weeks
later, I went to Yorktown
and saw the Patriots over-
come a 13-point halftime
deficit and win by 10. Then
they won the Allen County
Athletic Conference tour-
nament.

Jay County also held off
state-ranked Norwell with
me in attendance, and on
Friday kept Yorktown at
bay again in the sectional
semifinal.

The Patriots were 14-1 in
games I covered. They
almost made it 15-1, but fell
just short in the sectional
championship game Satur-
day night.

And that loss, just the
Patriots’ fourth of  the sea-
son, hurt the most.

I needed to see this team
play more basketball.

There’s just something
about this squad that was
so enjoyable to watch.

Perhaps it was sopho-
more standout Renna
Schwieterman, who backed
up her breakout freshman
year with an even better
one. After totaling 365
points last year, she explod-
ed for 418 points, which
almost cracked the top five
for most points in a season.
Her year included a school-
record 43-point effort in a
74-36 win against Southern
Wells on Jan. 23. Through
two seasons, Schwieterman
has 783 points, putting her
more than than halfway to
Shannon Freeman’s record
of  1,458 points for a career.

Schwieterman has the
ability to put a team on her
back, like she did by scor-
ing 30 points in the Allen
County Athletic Confer-
ence tournament final to
carry the Patriots to the
championship.

See Drives page 7

Loss left
longing
for more
hoops

By NOAH TRISTER
AP Sports Writer

DETROIT — Domantas
Sabonis had 26 points,
eight rebounds and eight
assists, and the Indiana
Pacers snapped a four-
game losing streak with a
111-95 victory over the
Detroit Pistons on Thurs-
day night.

Malcolm Brogdon
added 18 points and Jere-
my Lamb scored 17 for
the Pacers, who posted a
season-low 94 points in a
loss to Brooklyn on
Wednesday. One night
later, it was Detroit that
struggled offensively,
shooting 5 of  28 from 3-
point range.

"I thought we guarded
the ball better tonight,"
Pacers coach Nate Bjork-
gren said. "We were dis-
ruptive. I thought we
were pressed up to their
shooters on the catch."

Josh Jackson led
Detroit with 18 points,
and rookie Isaiah Stew-
art added 17 in his first
start at center. Mason
Plumlee missed the game
for the last-place Pistons
because of  a right elbow
issue.

Detroit missed its first
eight shots from beyond
the arc, but the Pistons
were effective enough
inside that the game was
tied 52-all at halftime.
Then the Pacers

outscored Detroit 30-18 in
the third quarter. Brog-
don had 10 points and
Myles Turner added nine
in that period for Indi-
ana.

The Pacers went on a
13-1 run during the third
quarter to take a 70-59
lead. Sabonis, Brogdon
and Turner did all the
scoring during that
stretch for Indiana.

"I think for us, all it
comes down to is defense
and getting stops," guard
T.J. McConnell said.
"When we're really con-
nected defensively, like
we were tonight, we're
tough to beat."

Jerami Grant, coming
off  big games against the
Lakers and Nets, shot 4
of  17 from the field and
scored only nine points
for the Pistons.

"We're getting bumped
and hit and we didn't
respond in the proper
way," Detroit coach
Dwane Casey said. "They
played last night. I just
didn't think we had the
proper disposition in the
second half."

Grant set a franchise
record with 23 straight
games with at least two 3-
pointers. That streak
ended Thursday when
the Detroit forward went
1 of  6 from 3-point range.
Griffin and Wayne Elling-
ton were 1 of  6 as well.

Pacers snap
four-game skid

By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

The youth movement is in full
force for the Patriots.

As a half  dozen members of  the
Jay County High School wrestling
team prepare for Saturday’s semi-
state tournament, four of  them are
freshmen.

The other two are seniors mak-
ing their first trip to this level of
the state tournament.

Patriot coach Eric Myers has his
work cut out for him beacuse for
the first time in more than a
decade the team has no returning

semi-state qualifiers.
“The No. 1 thing is keep focusing

on one match at a time,” said
Myers, whose squad will begin
competition at 8:30 a.m. Saturday
at Allen County War Memorial
Coliseum in Fort Wayne. “A lot of
times kids get to semi-state or state
and they kind of  let themselves
gawk up in the stands a little bit.

“They’ve got to put their heads
down. I tell them whenever they
look out on the mat you’ve got to
shut out everything that’s outside
that circle. Take it one match at a
time.”

That mentality can be tough for
youngsters or anyone else who is
two matches away from reaching
the state finals — wins in the first
two matches Saturday guarantee a
top-four finish and a state berth.

But the Patriot freshmen —
Cody Rowles, Taye Curtis, Tony
Wood and Cameron Clark — have
competed in high-profile matches
already in their young careers at
middle school state as well as
national tournaments.

Seniors R.J. Heskett and Blake
Pruett aren’t quite as experienced
as those four, but they’re still on

the cusp of  ending their JCHS
wrestling careers at the state’s
highest level.

“They’ve wrestled really well to
get to this point,” Myers said of
the six Patriots. “Very deserving.
“We talk all year about setting
themselves up and giving them-
selves an opportunity to qualify
for the state finals so whether its
first through fourth (at regional)
they all have a shot on Saturday.
“Obviously our champions have a
little better shot but everybody’s
got a shot. 

See Ready page 7
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Jay County High School wrestling coach Eric Myers is taking six members of his team to the semi-state wrestling
tournament on Saturday at Allen County War Memorial Coliseum in Fort Wayne. Pictured from left are freshman Cody Rowles,
freshman Cameron Clark, senior Blake Pruett, Myers, senior R.J. Heskett, freshman Tony Wood and freshman Taye Curtis. Action is
set to begin at 8:30 a.m.

Patriot youth ready for semi-state

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — For more than
38 minutes of  action, Purdue had held
Minnesota's leading scorer in check. But
Marcus Carr ended the game in style, giv-
ing the Golden Gophers a dramatic come-
back victory.

Carr finished with 19 points, including
eight in the final 1:08, to lift Minnesota past
No. 24 Purdue 71-68 on Thursday.

Gabe Kalscheur broke out of  a shooting
slump to score 16 points, Brandon Johnson
scored 15 and Liam Robbins added 11
points and 10 rebounds for Minnesota (12-
7, 5-7 Big Ten), which trailed by five with 2
minutes to play.

Trevion Williams led Purdue with 24
points and 10 rebounds. Eric Hunter Jr.

had 14 points and Zach Edey added 13 for
the Boilermakers (13-8, 8-6).

In a sluggish game in which both teams
struggled from 3-point range, Minnesota
finally got hot at the end.

Purdue led 64-59 before Robbins hit a
jumper, and after a Purdue turnover, Carr
came up with a loose ball and drained a
long 3-pointer to tie the game at 64 with
just over a minute to play.

After a timeout, Purdue worked the ball
inside to Williams, who missed twice but
came up with the rebound both times. He
was successful on his third attempt, a
dunk that gave Purdue a two-point lead
with 51 seconds to play.

See Loses page 7

Purdue loses on late rally


