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Roxann Doll, 70, Pennville
Details on page 2.

Jay County’s high tempera-
ture was 19 degrees Tuesday
before dropping to a low of  7. It
continued to get colder
overnight, reaching negative-4
this morning.

Snow is possible after mid-
night tonight and again Thurs-
day afternoon with 1 to 4 inches
of  accumulation possible. See
page 2 for an extended outlook.

The Dunkirk Foundation has
opened its 2021 scholarship
cycle for high school seniors. 

Scholarships are open to Jay
County residents as well as res-
idents of  Niles Township in
Delaware County and Jackson
Township in Blackford County.
Applications are available at
thedunkirkfoundation.org.

Thursday — An update on
the ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic in Jay County.

Saturday — Results from
the opening round of  the
IHSAA Wrestling State Finals.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Who is responsible for
clearing sidewalks in
Portland residential
areas?

A majority of  Portland
City Council’s meeting
Tuesday focused on the
growing concern that
pedestrians, especially
school children, often
have to walk in the street
when sidewalks are cov-
ered with snow.

“We just don’t have the
manpower or the avail-
ability for the city to do
it,” Mayor John Boggs
said during the meeting.

Concerns were first
raised by council member
Michele Brewster after
she saw some children
walking on the streets,
presumably on their way
to school.

“I just think it’s kind of
bad,” Brewster said.
“They’re either in the
road or in the snow.”

She suggested that if
the city’s street depart-
ment is unable to clear a
route to schools on resi-
dential sidewalks that
council should pass an
ordinance requiring resi-
dents to clear them.

Boggs said such an
ordinance may be possi-
ble but that he’d rather it
emphasize snow removal
rather than tying it into
punishment for non-com-
pliance.

Council member Don
Gillespie agreed with the
concerns, pointing out
that the city’s bridges are
often left covered in snow.

“In the past, we’ve
always cleaned those
sidewalks on the arch
bridge,” Gillespie said,
adding that he would like
to see the same with the
Wayne Street bridge.

Overall council mem-
bers and Boggs were
thankful for city employ-
ees clearing Portland’s
streets, which were cov-
ered with snow after
more than a foot fell Mon-
day and  early Tuesday.

See Council page 2

Snow has
forced some
pedestrians
into street

Council
raises
sidewalk
concern

By CASEY SMITH
Associated Press/Report for America

INDIANAPOLIS — Lawmak-
ers advanced a bill Tuesday that
would allow Indiana’s attorney
general to appoint special prose-
cutors to take over criminal
cases local authorities decide
they won’t pursue.

The endorsed proposal
ensures Indiana prosecutors
can’t create lists of  crimes they
won’t prosecute, said bill spon-
sor Sen. Mike Young. He pointed
to such decisions made by prose-
cutors in Boston, Chicago and
St. Louis to stop pressing
charges in cases like trespass-
ing, disorderly conduct or pros-
titution.

“These prosecutors, they’ve
got a list of  crimes that they will
not prosecute,” Young said. “The
prosecutors don’t get to make
the call on these things. It’s the
people — through their elected
representatives and senators.”

The Republican state senator
introduced a nearly identical
bill in the 2020 Legislature after
Democratic Marion County
Prosecutor Ryan Mears
announced that his office
wouldn’t pursue charges
against adults for possessing
about 1 ounce or less of  mari-
juana.

Young maintained in the Sen-
ate corrections committee Tues-
day that the bill’s latest iteration
“has nothing to do with” the

Marion County prosecutor, how-
ever, he said the legislation is
aimed at any prosecutor in the
state of  Indiana that adopts
what he called a “social justice
prosecution” policy not to pur-
sue charges for certain crimes.

“The bill is to ensure that if  a
prosecutor doesn’t do their job,
that we have another method to
ensure that the laws of  the state
of  Indiana are upheld,” Young
said.

See Prosecutor page 2

By RAY COONEY,
BAILEY CLINE
and RILEY EUBANKS
The Commercial Review

Jay County was close to being
back to normal, though a frigid
normal, this morning.

But more snow may be on the
way.

After more than a foot of  snow
resulted in a travel warning for
the county that stretched from
Monday night into Tuesday
afternoon, Jay County Highway
Department reported that as of
this morning all county roads
were open. The local travel sta-
tus was reduced to an advisory.

Some roads were still limited
to just one lane because of  snow,
said highway department super-
intendent Donnie Corn, noting
that his department will be
working to widen those areas
today. (At one point, the highway
department had several trucks
not working properly, but most
are now back up and running.)

The question now is whether
additional snow will put the
county right back into treacher-
ous travel conditions. The

National Weather Service fore-
cast calls for a 30% chance of
snow beginning after midnight
tonight. Snow is expected Thurs-
day afternoon with 1 to 3 inches
of  accumulation possible.

Corn expressed some concern
about the upcoming forecast.

“If  we get 1 inch of  snow and
any wind, we’ll be back to
square one,” Corn said.

“Hopefully Mother Nature’s
good to us and the wind isn’t that
bad …”

Winds are expected to top out
at 10 miles per hour.

Travel conditions began to
deteriorate Monday morning
with the county first calling a
travel advisory. By 9:15 Monday
evening a travel warning — the
highest level of  travel restriction
— was in effect. The warning
remained in place for 18 hours
before being reduced to a watch.
It was then downgraded to an
advisory at 6:45 p.m. Tuesday.
The advisory, which means trav-
el may be restricted and drivers
should use caution, remains in
effect.

See Nearing page 5

Highway department reports county roads open;
additional snow is expected to come Thursday

Nearing normal

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Chris Marley shovels snow away from his parking spot Tuesday on Main Street. Portland residents ventured out
of their homes in the afternoon to shovel snow after the county moved from a travel warning to a travel advisory. County
roads were open as of this morning, but more snow is in the forecast for Thursday.

NASA illustration

Arriving Thursday
NASA’s Perseverance rover fires up its

descent stage engines as it nears the Martian surface
in this illustration. The spacecraft carrying Perseverance,
which launched from Earth at the end of July, is expected
to arrive on Thursday at Mars at 12,000 miles per hour
— six times faster than a bullet shot from an M16 — in
what amounts to a controlled collision.

Prosecutor bill advances

Legislation would allow
state AG to take over cases

from local prosecutors

Washington Post



Continued from page 1
Council members Matt

Goldsworthy, Dave Golden,
Janet Powers, Mike Aker,
Brewster and Gillespie,
absent Kent McClung, also
passed two resolutions.

The first clarifies pay-
ment for city employees
during an emergency decla-
ration like the one that
occurred Tuesday. Per the
resolution, city employees
will be paid for a full day’s
work regardless of  if  they
work or not, and any addi-
tional hours worked are
added to that base set of
eight hours.

That provision does not
apply to city police and fire
officers as those depart-
ments already have their
own policy, Portland clerk-
treasurer Lori Phillips
said.

The other resolution rec-
ognizes the city’s support
for Portland Main Street
Connect, a needed step to
allow the organization to be
certified by the Indiana
Office of  Community and
Rural Affairs.
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SERVICES
Saturday

Alsip, Maurice: 11 a.m.,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

Roxann Doll, Pennville,
June 20, 1950-Feb. 15,
2021. Private graveside
services will be held at IOOF
Twin Hill Cemetery in Pen-
nville.  

••••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of
services.
There is a charge for

obituaries, which are
accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Obituaries
Continued from page 1

The Senate corrections commit-
tee on Tuesday did not approve a
separate measure that would have
taken control of  the Indianapolis
Metropolitan Police Department
away from the mayor of  Indianapo-
lis and the city-county council and
into the hands of  a five-member
state board of  police commission-
ers.

Republican Sen. Jack Sandlin,
who authored the bill, said the new
commission would address “trust
issues” between the public and
police, as well as reduce rates of
violent crime which he attributed
to “leadership issues” by city offi-
cials. Lawmakers instead redirect-
ed the issue to a summer study
committee.

Another bill voted down by the
committee would have additionally
stripped power away from citizens’
oversight boards and given Indiana
police chiefs “sole authority” over
their departments.

Legislators in the full Senate
moved two other bills Tuesday that
could increase penalties for rioting
or blocking traffic and expand
immunity for business owners pro-
tecting their storefronts.

One piece of  legislation seeks to
allow Indiana’s attorney general to
prosecute criminal offenses that
occur during an unlawful assem-
bly. Under the measure, rioting
would be raised from a Class A mis-
demeanor to a level six felony if
there’s resulting property damage
or serious bodily injury.  The felony

further increases to a level five if  it
results in catastrophic injury,
death or damage of  at least $50,000.

Enabling rioting would addition-
ally become a Class B misde-
meanor. The charge applies to any-
one present while members of  an
unlawful assembly are committing
a felony, knows that the action is
criminal and fails to leave the area
or report the act to police. Current-
ly, it carries no penalty.

Blocking traffic during a protest
would be made illegal, too, unless
authorized by the government enti-
ty. Cities or governments would
also be permitted to fire employees
and take away their pensions if
they’re involved in rioting.

A second bill extends immunity
to business owners who use

firearms to protect their store-
fronts. By allowing store owners
to point loaded or unloaded
firearms in acts of  self-defense,
Young argued there would be less
looting and “destruction” caused
by rioters.

Both bills are now being taken
up by legislators in the House.

The Senate overwhelmingly
defeated a different bill a day ear-
lier that sought to prevent munici-
palities from reducing public safe-
ty budgets, unless in response to a
revenue shortfall. A reaction to
the “defund the police” move-
ment, the measure drew opposi-
tion from Republican lawmakers
who cited undue restrictions on
local governments to manage
their budgets.

Prosecutor ...

Photo provided

Pet of
the week
Darlene, a domestic short-

hair that is spayed and up to
date on vaccinations, is
available for adoption for $35
from Jay County Humane
Society, 1313 Shadeland
Ave., Portland. The shelter
can be reached at (260) 726-
6339.

Council ...

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) —
An estimated 100 animals
died when an overnight fire
filled an Indianapolis pet
store with thick smoke and
deadly gases, fire officials
said.

It took firefighters about
an hour to extinguish the
blaze at Uncle Bill’s Pet Cen-
ter on Monday night because

they had difficulty accessing
the fire in the building’s back
roof  area, the Indianapolis
Fire Department said.

After dousing flames
that had filled the building
with thick, black smoke,
crews discovered “what
can only be described as a
horrible tragedy” inside,
with about 40 dogs, 25 para-

keets, rabbits and other
animals dead from smoke
inhalation, Battalion Chief
Rita Reith said in a news
release.

“The animals were still
in their respective cages
and simply succumbed to
the deadly gases produced
by the smoke,” Reith
wrote.

Multiple reptiles, fish,
an office cat and “a
resilient guinea pig”
that survived the fire
were removed from the
building and were being
evaluated by pet store
staff.

The cause of  the fire
remains under investiga-
tion.

Rear ended
A Pennville teen drove into the

back of  another vehicle on Votaw
Street near Walmart about 8:40 p.m.
Friday in Portland.

Madison M. Springer, 16, Pennville,
told Portland Police she was driving
west on the street and looked to her
right at Walmart, 950 W. Votaw St.,
when she drove into the back of  a
2016 Dodge Ram driven by Richard D.
Monroe, 55.

Monroe told police he was stopped
at the intersection with Industrial
Drive when Springer’s 2003 Pontiac
Vibe hit the back of  his truck.
Springer’s vehicle was towed, and
damage is estimated between $10,000
and $25,000.

Left turn
A Portland teen turning left onto

Water Street hit a Fort Recovery
teen’s vehicle about 7 p.m. Friday. 

Raven L. Weaver, 17, was turning
left onto the street from Meridian
Street when she drove into a 1998

Chevrolet Conventional Cab driven
by Blake D. Will, 17. Will told Portland
Police his vehicle was stopped in traf-
fic when Weaver’s 2004 Pontiac Grand
Am hit his truck. Damage is estimat-
ed between 1,000 and $2,500.

Icy roads
A Portland teen driving on county

road 650 North slid off  the road about
11:23 a.m. Friday.

John K. Witt, 17, Portland, was driv-
ing east on the road when his 2003
Chevrolet Tahoe began sliding on ice.
Witt attempted to gain traction and
drove into the ditch on the south side
of  the road, causing damage estimat-
ed between $1,000 and $2,500.

Alley accident
A Portland teen drove into another

vehicle while pulling out of  an alley
on Second Street about 9:45 a.m.
Thursday.

Quinton Pacheco, 17, was driving a
2014 Dodge Grand Caravan north in
an alley turning onto Second Street

near the intersection with Meridian
Street. He failed to see Timothy
Millspaugh, 45, Portland, driving
west on the street and hit
Millspaugh’s 2015 Chevrolet Col-
orado, according to a Portland Police
Department report. Damage is esti-
mated between $1,000 and $2,500.

Deer hit
A Jay County Sheriff ’s Office

deputy drove into a deer on Indiana 1
about 11 p.m. Thursday.

Tre I. Nusbaumer, 23, Portland, was
driving south on the highway just
north of  county road 200 South when
a deer ran in front of  the 2016 Ford
Explorer he was driving. He could not
avoid the animal. The vehicle, which
is registered to Jay County Commis-
sioners, was towed, with damage esti-
mated between $5,000 and $10,000.

Also, Stormie L. Adney, 22, Hart-
ford City, was driving east on Indiana
26 just east of  Indiana 167 about 8:35
p.m. Friday when he hit a deer with
his 1999 Ford F150. Damage is esti-
mated between $1,000 and $2,500.

Animals die in overnight fire

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

CR almanac
Thursday

2/18
Friday 
2/19

Saturday
2/20

Sunday
2/21

Monday
2/22

24/10 20/1 20/13 33/28 33/29
Warmer

with at least
an inch of
snowfall
expected,
continuing
into the night.

Similar
tempera-
tures as
Sunday
under mostly
cloudy skies.
No snow is
projected.

Warmer
with a 30%
chance of
snow in the
afternoon.
Otherwise
mostly cloudy.

Warmer at
night. Mostly
sunny during
the day. No
snow is cur-
rently project-
ed.

Tempera-
tures will drop
at night near
0. No snow is
currently pro-
jected. Mostly
cloudy.

Markets

On Feb. 17, 1815, the
United States and
Britain exchanged the
instruments of  ratifica-
tion for the Treaty of
Ghent, ending the War
of  1812.
In 1801, the U.S.

House of  Representa-
tives broke an electoral
tie between Thomas
Jefferson and Aaron
Burr, electing Jefferson
president; Burr became
vice president.
In 1863, the Interna-

tional Red Cross was
founded in Geneva.
In 1864, during the

Civil War, the Union
ship USS Housatonic
was rammed and sunk
in Charleston Harbor,
South Carolina, by the
Confederate hand-
cranked submarine HL
Hunley in the first
naval attack of  its kind;
the Hunley also sank.
In 1897, the forerun-

ner of  the National

PTA, the National Con-
gress of  Mothers, con-
vened its first meeting
in Washington.
In 1944, during

World War II, U.S.
forces invaded Eniwe-
tok Atoll, encountering
little initial resistance
from Imperial Japan-
ese troops. (The Ameri-
cans secured the atoll
less than a week later.)
In 1964, the

Supreme Court, in
Wesberry v. Sanders,
ruled that congression-
al districts within each
state had to be roughly
equal in population.
In 1971, Richard L.

Henderson of  Indiana
Department of  Com-
merce’s division of
planning spoke to
about 40 area business
leaders during a dis-
cussion of  civic plan-
ning at Portland Coun-
try Club.

—AP and The CR

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................5.58
Wheat ......................6.13

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................5.64
March corn ..............5.58

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................5.50
March corn ..............5.55
Beans ......................13.87
March beans ..........13.87
Wheat ...................... 6.48
March wheat .......... 6.48

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................5.42
March corn ..............5.45
Beans ......................13.80
March beans ..........13.80
Wheat ...................... 6.33
March wheat .......... 6.35

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................5.27
March corn ..............5.30
Beans ......................13.65
March beans ..........13.71
Wheat ......................6.23
March wheat............6.23

Lotteries
Powerball

Estimated jackpot: $66
million

Mega Millions
1-36-44-54-66 
Mega Ball: 10
Megaplier: 3
Estimated jackpot: $20

million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 5-2-8
Daily Four: 3-00-8-6
Quick Draw: 3-4-10-12-

24-29-30-33-35-36-39-41-43-
50-52-57-59-64-65-79

Evening
Daily Three: 7-00-6

Daily Four: 5-3-5-9
Quick Draw: 1-4-17-19-

20-25-30-32-35-46-48-50-56-
59-60-72-74-77-79-80

Cash 5: 3-18-21-25-27
Estimated jackpot:

$85,000

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 6-9-0
Pick 4: 2-4-5-1
Pick 5: 6-8-8-0-5
Evening
Pick 3: 8-0-6
Pick 4: 9-1-0-8
Pick 5: 7-7-7-6-3-3
Rolling Cash: 10-14-15-

30-39
Estimated jackpot:

$316,000

Today
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100th North.

Thursday
6 p.m. — Portland Plan

Commission, Jay County
Courthouse, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Redkey Town
Council, park cabin, 200
S. Mooney St.

Capsule Reports



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Wednesday
AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in
the Zion Lutheran Church,
218 E. High St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.

STRESS AND ANXIETY
CLASS — Meets each
Wednesday at 2nd Chance
at Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland. For
more information, call
(206) 726-9625 or (260) 703-
0534.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,

228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Thursday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

SENIOR CITIZENS
CARD CLUB — Will meet
at 1 p.m. on the first, sec-
ond, third and fifth Thurs-
day of  each month at Jay
Community Center.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.
For more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)
964-6075 or Nikki Bosworth
at (765) 584-6452.

EN AVANT CLUB —
Meets at 1 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month.

ORGAN TRANSPLANT
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet at 3 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month
in the IU Health Blackford
main conference room.

JAY COUNTY HUMANE
SOCIETY — Will meet at
5:30 p.m. the third Thurs-
day of  each month at Jay
County Public Library. The
public is welcome.

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. the third Thursday of
the month at Portland
Lions Civic Center, 307 W.
100 North.

Friday
CINCINNATUS

LEAGUE — Will meet at
noon Friday, Feb. 19, at
Harmony Cafe in Portland.
Members are encouraged
to wear a mask and prac-
tice social distancing.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Community Calendar

Housekeeping

We mourn the broken things, chair legs

wrenched from their seats, chipped plates,

the threadbare clothes. We work the magic

of  glue, drive the nails, mend the holes.

We save what we can, melt small pieces

of  soap, gather fallen pecans, keep neck bones

for soup. Beating rugs against the house,

we watch dust, lit like stars, spreading

across the yard. Late afternoon, we draw

the blinds to cool the rooms, drive the bugs

out. My mother irons, singing, lost in reverie.

I mark the pages of  a mail-order catalog,

listen for passing cars. All day we watch

for the mail, some news from a distant place.

BY TED KOOSER
U.S. Poet Laureate

Beginning writers
often tell me their real
lives aren’t interesting
enough to write about,
but the mere act of  shap-
ing a poem lifts its sub-
ject matter above the
ordinary. Here's Natasha
Trethewey, who served
two terms as U. S. Poet
Laureate, illustrating

just what I’ve described.
It’s from her book Domes-
tic Work, from Graywolf
Press. Trethewey lives in
Illinois.

Cleaning the
house, waiting

American
Life in Poetry

We do not accept unso-
licited manuscripts.
American Life in Poetry is
made possible by The
Poetry Foundation
(www.poetryfoundation.o
rg), publisher of  Poetry
magazine. It is also sup-
ported by the Department
of  English at the Universi-
ty of  Nebraska, Lincoln.
It is also supported by the
Department of  English at
the University of  Nebras-
ka-Lincoln. Poem copy-
right ©2000 by Natasha
Trethewey, “Housekeep-
ing,” from Domestic Work,
(Graywolf  Press, 2000).

Poem reprinted by permis-
sion of  Natasha
Trethewey and the pub-
lisher. Introduction copy-
right @2021 by The Poetry
Foundation. The intro-
duction’s author, Ted
Kooser, served as United
States Poet Laureate Con-
sultant in Poetry to the
Library of  Congress from
2004-2006. This column is
a reprint from the Ameri-
can Life in Poetry archive
as we bid farewell to Ted
Kooser, and work to final-
ize the new website and
forthcoming columns
curated by Kwame Dawes.

Photo provided

Journay inducted 
Jay County FFA inducted Rex Journay to its hall of fame during a ceremony Feb. 8 at Jay

County High School. Former FFA advisor Bob Lyons introduced Journay, and Jay County FFA
officers performed the induction. Pictured with Journay is chapter president Ava Stockton.

Idaho dad is slaphappy with child
DEAR ABBY: I am 20-something

years old, and my father still hits my
behind sometimes. I feel it is inap-
propriate, but the last time I com-
plained about it, several years ago, it
didn't go over well. It also didn't stop
his behavior. What else can I do? 

Right now all I can do is try not to
place myself  in a position where my
behind is exposed. I no longer walk
in front of  him or wear leggings,
and I wear oversized jackets to
cover it. I'm a modest dresser. I'm
not provocative. Did people back in
the day normally "playfully" hit
their adult daughters' behinds? —
INAPPROPRIATE IN IDAHO
DEAR INAPPROPRIATE: No,

they did not. Your daddy is acting
like a dirty old man. His behavior
may seem "playful" to him, but to
persist after you asked him not to
is not only inappropriate but also
somewhat creepy. 
You are an adult. No one has a

right to hit, swat or put his

hands on you regardless of  how
he claims it's intended. Tell him
again that you don't like it and it
makes you uncomfortable, and if
he persists, he will see far less of
his daughter.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My husband and I

grew up in very conservative house-
holds. Since college (where we met)
and moving to a large city, we have
become more liberal. We have
friends of  other races with whom
we are very close, but both of  our
families frequently post inflamma-
tory and offensive, racially biased
comments on social media. Do we

have a duty because of  our beliefs
and our friends to publicly object to
their posts? We have previously dis-
cussed our differences with these
family members, and we don't see
eye to eye. — DIFFERENT NOW IN
TEXAS
DEAR DIFFERENT: Because

you have already discussed your
differences privately with these
relatives, feel free to post your
reaction to the offensive posts.
They won't like you for it, and
the rest of  the tribe may gang up
on you, but you and your hus-
band will be able to look at your-
selves in the mirror knowing you
spoke aloud your truth. 

••••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Dear
Abby
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To the editor:
Watching the news or scroll-

ing through social media, one
can see that we as a society have
tunnel vision with our opinions
and views. It has become a
forum for people to attack or
insult others for having opposite
opinions.

Just because you and I may
have differing opinions does not
mean that only one of  us can be
right, but instead it highlights
that there are different ways to
approach a situation. One

should be grateful for the chance
to see there are countless ways
of  looking at situations and that
we get the chance to gain wis-
dom and learn of  life experi-
ences from several perspectives. 

I am a lifelong Republican and
served within the county party
for several years. I often find
myself  disagreeing with things
that are published within the
newspaper, but I am glad that
they offer differing perspectives
on situations. These views help
me better understand certain
issues and help me better formu-
late my opinions on how to solve
them. I don’t want us, as a com-
munity, to join this “cancel cul-
ture” where everyone and every-
thing gets canceled because they

don’t have your exact view or
something doesn’t go your way.

One cannot truly fix a problem
or situation unless they get the
whole picture. I think it is impor-
tant that we continue to seek out
differing opinions or viewpoints
so that we can better understand
situations, but more importantly
that we can better educate our-
selves. So, as a county, we need to
do a better job of  being open-
minded and considerate that
there are other opinions.

It’s important to have your

own beliefs and opinions, so stop
shaming others for having dif-
ferent ones than you. After all, if
we all believed the same thing
and did the same things, we
would be living in a utopian soci-
ety.

Absorb the differing opinions,
thoughts and actions, all while
also embracing your own.

As Voltaire said, “Think for
yourself  and let others enjoy the
privilege of  doing so too.”

Aaron Loy
Portland

Differing opinions are important

By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

Sometimes, a book can
change the landscape.

That’s what happened to
me this winter.

Like most of  you, I grew
up in this slice of  eastern
Indiana and western Ohio.

Like most of  you, I made
school and scout trips to
the stockade at Fort Recov-
ery as a kid.

Like most of  you, I heard
the tales of  Mad Anthony
Wayne, of  St. Clair’s defeat
and of  our pioneer ances-
tors.

I even remember a trip —
as a Cub Scout — to see the
little stone monument
south of  Portland where
the treaty line — the line
from the Treaty of
Greenville — intersects
with what is now U.S. 27.

But I didn’t really under-
stand it all.

And I’m only just begin-
ning to, thanks to a book.

It’s called “Tecumseh
and the Prophet.”

I received it for Christ-
mas from my daughter
Sally and her husband Ben,
who is a social studies
teacher. It had been on my
“wish list” after I read an
extended review in a maga-
zine.

As I write this, I still have
one more chapter to go.
Tecumseh is dead. But I
have not yet read about the
Prophet’s fate. I’ve inten-
tionally slowed down in my
reading because a part of
me doesn’t want the book
to end.

In part, that’s because
the book keeps telling me
things I never knew.

Things like:
•The Shawnee we know

as the Prophet, brother of
Tecumseh, was pretty
much a drunk, prattling,
self-absorbed idiot until he
had what was apparently a
cataleptic seizure. When he
came to after a couple of
days — just before his
remains were being laid to
rest — he preached a new
Indian gospel of  sobriety
and peace.

•William Henry Harri-
son, governor of  the Indi-
ana Territory, hated the
British, believed Indiana
should be a slave-owning
state and cheated Indian
tribes out of  thousands of
acres of  land after getting
their chiefs drunk on hun-
dreds of  gallons of
whiskey so they would sign
the Treaty of  Fort Wayne.

•Not long after the Treaty
of  Greenville was signed,
the white settler popula-
tion south and east of  the
treaty line numbered a cou-
ple of  hundred thousand,
while the Indian popula-
tion north and west of  the
line numbered about 6,000.

And that’s just a sam-
pling.

As I read, I kept looking
at the landscape around us.

It was more wooded
then. Fields had not yet
been cleared to anything
approaching the extent
they are today.

Travel was mostly by
water and trails. They
were the highways, partic-
ularly the rivers and
streams.

And the landscape was
empty.

North and west of  the
Treaty Line — that one
marked by a stone bound-
ary south of  Portland — it
was mostly Indian country.

And it was dark. Very
dark.

For the past several
years, I’ve talked with Jay
County third graders when
they stop by to see the vin-
tage Haynes automobile at
the Community Resource
Center.

One of  the things I
always try to stress is the
darkness.

No electricity. No street-
lights. Nothing but the
occasional candle or
kerosene lamp.

Wooded, dark and empty.
That’s the landscape
Tecumseh and his some-
what crazy brother and
their followers were deal-
ing with.

That, of  course, is the
same landscape that white
settlers were dealing with
as the young republic kept
expanding at its seams.

On the one side, you had
a burgeoning agrarian cul-
ture, looking to tame the
wilderness.

On the other side, you
had a culture built around
hunting and harmony
with that same wilderness.

Conflict was inevitable,
and it was brutal.

And it happened here. In
our backyards.

Tecumseh roamed here.
The young American
republic flexed its muscles
here.

Their stories, their
dreams, their failures,
their brutality, their
humanity, their genius and
their stupidity are all
worth remembering today.

Sometimes a book can
change your landscape.

Book changed
view of landscape

By DEBBIE DINGELL
and RASHIDA TLAIB
Special To The Washington Post

Stay home, wear a mask, keep
your distance and wash your
hands.

These critical safety measures
were imprinted onto our brains
nearly a year ago when the coron-
avirus pandemic began. Hand-
washing to prevent the spread of
this deadly virus may seem like a
no-brainer; after all, it’s what
we’ve done for decades to prevent
the spread of  disease and main-
tain hygiene.

But some of  the same govern-
ments telling people to wash their
hands can still legally shut off
their water if  they can’t afford the
bill. In most places in the United
States, water departments source,
sanitize and provide water for
homes and businesses. Most are
public utilities. A few, regrettably,
are private, for-profit systems.
Almost all are monopolies.

This system gives them the
power to develop harmful habits
and ignore calls to change. In
Michigan’s 13th Congressional
District alone, more than 3,000
families have been cut off  from
water access. But this is not just a
Michigan issue. In Virginia, more
than 500,000 residents are behind
on water bills. In Pennsylvania,
it’s 183,000. Across the country,
many have seen water rate
increases of  30% in less than a
decade. Meanwhile, millions of
workers have lost their jobs in the
past year. The root causes of  water
inaccessibility were exposed by
this public health crisis, and they
cannot be ignored.

And for many Americans, water
shut-offs are often only the begin-
ning. Even after they pay off  out-
standing debt or arrange for pay-
ment plans, reconnection fees fur-

ther penalize them. We need to
move beyond treating missed pay-
ments as a moral failing and
acknowledge the reality of  fami-
lies struggling as they try to make
ends meet.

As water bills continue to sky-
rocket, governments routinely fail
to meet their end of  the bargain by
not investing in infrastructure
upgrades. As we know all too well
in Michigan, the people of  Flint
are still suffering the deadly con-
sequences of  ignored, crumbling
water systems and indifference
from officials trying to save a few
pennies. Residents were paying to
maintain an antiquated system,
only to be poisoned.

Food and Water Watch reports
that as of  January 2021, 56% of
Americans — or 183 million people
— live in states without any shut-
off  protections during this pan-
demic. Last year, only 20 states
banned disconnections. Eleven of
those moratoriums have already
expired, and at least 226 private
water utilities have also allowed
their moratoriums to expire.

This pandemic didn’t create this
crisis; it just made it worse. As
with many systemic inequalities,
COVID-19 shined a spotlight on the
suffering of  many of  our neigh-
bors. Indeed, the lack of  access to
affordable, clean water has been a
problem in our society for decades.

Last month, along with 77 of  our
colleagues, we introduced a meas-
ure that would create a $1.5 billion

fund for local communities to
assist with paying water bills for
low-income residents. This legisla-
tion, supported by nearly 100
organizations, would require all
cities and counties to reconnect
service and impose a shut-off
moratorium to receive federal
funding. These requirements will
not only help residents and local
governments in the short term by
providing access to water and
funding to assist our front-line
communities; they will also pro-
vide long-term solutions that will
ensure everyone permanently has
access to clean, affordable water.

Most Americans have taken this
virus seriously. They wear masks.
They socially distance. And they
wash and sanitize. They stay away
from friends and take care of  fam-
ily. Most of  this involves little to
no help from the government. So
that same government cannot
make it harder for us to comply
with basic common sense.

Our families need access to
clean, affordable and safe water to
combat the spread of  the coron-
avirus, maintain good hygiene,
and avoid other deadly viruses,
bacteria and illnesses. In the
wealthiest nation on earth, there
should not be a single family with-
out water. We’ve had enough of
punishing people for being poor,
leaving them susceptible to this
deadly pandemic and other daily
dangers simply because they can-
not afford their water bill. It is
time to take our public health seri-
ously and guarantee water as a
human right. Water is a human
right. It’s time we start treating it
as such.

••••••••••
Dingell and Tlaib, both Democ-

rats, represent Michigan’s 12th and
13th Congressional Districts,
respectfully, in the U.S. House.

Water should be a right

Letters to
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Back 
in the
Saddle

Wooded, dark
and empty.
That’s the
landscape

Tecumseh and
his somewhat
crazy brother

and their
followers were
dealing with.

Debbie
Dingell

and
Rashida

Tlaib
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2018 Chevrolet Equinox LT $16,900
FWD, Remote Start, Bluetooth,Heated Front Seats 34,000 miles

2017 Buick Encore Preferred II $15,900
AWD, Bluetooth, Remote Start, Back-up Camera, 35,000 miles

2013 Ford Edge LTD AWD $12,200
bluetooth, backup camera, sunroof, heated leather seats with 102,000 miles

2018 Chevrolet Cruze LT $13,900
bluetooth, remote start, backup camera, heated seats, 19,900 miles

2017 Chevrolet Equinox LS AWD $14,900
Bluetooth, Backup Camera, Local Trade, 38,000 miles

1999 Pontiac Bonneville SE $3,500
111,000 miles, local trade, very clean

2020 Chevrolet Malibu LT $15,900
remote start, Bluetooth, backup camera 37,500 miles

110 S. Wayne St., 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4617 
1-877-422-0228

To buy
BRUSSELS — The

European Union
announced today that
it has agreed to buy a
further 300 million
doses of  Moderna’s
vaccine against
COVID-19 and was
injecting almost a
quarter of  a billion
euros (almost $300 mil-
lion) into efforts to
counter the threat of
coronavirus variants
that are spreading on
the continent.

The news came
hours after Pfizer and
BioNTech said they
had signed a deal to
deliver additional
doses of  their vaccine
to the bloc.

The EU Commission
said its second con-
tract with Moderna
provides for an addi-
tional purchase of  150
million doses in 2021
and an option to pur-
chase an additional 150
million in 2022. Should
the EU have enough
supplies by then it will
consider donating the
vaccine shots to lower
and middle-income
countries.

Muted
NEW ORLEANS —

Music blared from the
courtyard of  a French
Quarter restaurant on
Mardi Gras morning
but nobody was there
to hear it until Tom
Gibson and Sheila
Wheeler of  Philadel-
phia walked out of
their hotel’s nearly
empty lobby.

“We were expecting
a little bit lower key
than the normal Mardi
Gras,” Wheeler said.
But empty Bourbon
Street was a shock.

Coronavirus-related
restrictions in New
Orleans included can-
celed parades, closed
bars and a near shut-
down of  rowdy Bour-
bon Street. That, and
unusually frigid weath-
er, prevented what New
Orleans usually craves
at the end of  Mardi
Gras season: streets
and businesses jam-
packed with revelers.

Demanding
MOSCOW —

Europe’s top human
rights court has
ordered Russia to
release jailed opposi-
tion leader Alexei
Navalny, a ruling that
will be unlikely to soft-
en the Kremlin’s deter-
mination to isolate its
most prominent foe.

The ruling by the
European Court of
Human Rights that
was posted on Naval-
ny’s website today
demands that Russia
set him free immedi-
ately and warns that
failing to do so would
mark a breach of  the
European human
rights convention.

Navalny, 44, an anti-
corruption investiga-
tor and President
Vladimir Putin’s most
prominent critic, was
arrested last month
upon returning from
Germany.

—Associated Press

In review

Continued from page 1
Blackford, Randolph,

Delaware and Wells coun-
ties were also under travel
advisories as of  this morn-
ing. Adams County was on
a travel watch. (Porter
County in the northwest
corner of  the state was the
only one in Indiana that
was not at least under an
advisory.) All restrictions
for Mercer County were
lifted Tuesday.

While the snow was
being cleared away, frigid
temperatures set in. After
reaching a high of  19
degrees Tuesday afternoon,
temperatures dropped to a
low of  negative-4 this

morning with the wind
chill approaching negative-
10. That caused some local
residents to have issues get-
ting their vehicles started.

Portland Police Chief
Josh Stephenson said resi-
dents should use “common
sense” when going outside
and wear enough layers of
clothing. Prior to driving,
check the car’s battery and
fluid to help prevent it from
shutting down, he added.

The sheriff ’s office and
police departments report-
ed that there were no seri-
ous traffic accidents as a
result of  the snow.

Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office chief  deputy Patrick

Wells said he was grateful
local residents took the
warning seriously.

“We’ve been lucky this
time around,” he said.

Instead of  responding to
collisions, Stephenson said
officers helped Portland
drivers who were stuck in
their driveways or in the
snow somewhere.

A resident’s truck did get
stuck in a ditch, Corn
recalled, but the driver had
no injuries and there was
no damage to the vehicle.

He thanked local resi-
dents for staying off  the
roads Tuesday. Usually, he
explained, vehicles are
stranded all over the roads.

Tuesday, there were only
about four or five.

“I mean, it’s been five or
six years since we’ve had
snowfall of  this caliber, so
the public definitely
worked with us, that’s for
sure,” Corn said.

Jay Schools were closed
today for a third consecu-
tive day while Fort Recov-
ery Schools were in session
on a two-hour delay. The
winter storm also led to clo-
sures of  many local busi-
nesses Tuesday.

Because of  the inclement
weather, the coronavirus
vaccine clinic at Jay Coun-
ty Health Department was
canceled Tuesday. (It was

one of  70 that were closed
statewide.) Those who had
appointments were notified
via text or email and pro-
vided instructions on how
to reschedule.

Since they have not
picked up trash this week,
first because of  the Presi-
dent’s Day holiday and then
because of  the excessive
snow, Portland city employ-
ees will spend today pick-
ing up trash normally
picked up on Mondays and
Tuesdays. Trash normally
picked up on Wednesdays
will be picked up on Thurs-
day. Thursday and Friday
trash schedules will
remain the same.

Nearing ...

YANGON, Myanmar (AP) —
Demonstrators in Myanmar gath-
ered today in their largest numbers
so far to protest the military’s
seizure of  power, even after a U.N.
human rights expert warned that
troops being brought to Yangon
and elsewhere could signal the
prospect of  major violence.

U.N. rapporteur Tom Andrews
had said late Tuesday that he was

alarmed by reports of  soldiers
being transported into Yangon,
Myanmar’s biggest city. 

“In the past, such troop move-
ments preceded killings, disap-
pearances, and detentions on a
mass scale,” he said in a statement
issued by the U.N. Human Rights
office in Geneva. “I am terrified
that given the confluence of  these
two developments  — planned mass

protests and troops converging —
we could be on the precipice of  the
military committing even greater
crimes against the people of  Myan-
mar.”

In addition to Yangon, fresh
protests also roiled Myanmar’s sec-
ond-largest city, Mandalay, and the
capital, Naypyitaw, in defiance of
an order banning gatherings of
five or more people. But as evening

approached, there were no reports
of  major violence. 

“Let’s march en masse. Let’s
show our force against the coup
government that has destroyed the
future of  youth and our country,”
Kyi Toe, a spokesperson for the
National League for Democracy
party of  ousted leader Aung San
Suu Kyi, wrote on his Facebook
page ahead of  the protests.

Protests are held across Myanmar

Associated Press
The winter weather that has over-

whelmed power grids unprepared
for climate change and left millions
without electricity in record-break-
ing cold kept its grip on the nation’s
midsection today. 

At least 20 people have died, some
while struggling to find warmth
inside their homes.  In the Houston
area, one family succumbed to car-
bon monoxide from car exhaust in
their garage; another perished after
flames spread from their fireplace. 

Blame the polar vortex, a weather
pattern that usually keeps to the
arctic, but is increasingly visiting
lower latitudes and staying beyond
its welcome. 

More than 100 million people
live in areas covered today by
some type of  winter weather

warning, watch or advisory, as
yet another winter storm hits
Texas and parts of  the Southern
Plains, the National Weather
Service said.

Utilities from Minnesota to
Texas and Mississippi have
implemented rolling blackouts to
ease the burden on power grids
straining to meet extreme
demand for heat and electricity
as record low temperatures were
reported in city after city.

Nearly 3 million customers
remained without power early
today in Texas, Louisiana and
Mississippi, more than 200,000
more in four Appalachian states,
and nearly that many in the Pacif-
ic Northwest, according to power-
outage.us, which tracks utility
outage reports. 

The latest storm front was pre-
dicted to bring snow and ice to
east Texas, Arkansas and the
Lower Mississippi Valley before
moving to the northeast on
Thursday. Winter storm watches
were in effect from Baltimore to
Boston, and Texas braced for
more icy rain and possibly more
snow. 

“There’s really no letup to some
of  the misery people are feeling
across that area,” said Bob
Oravec, lead forecaster with the
National Weather Service. 

The worst U.S. power outages
by far have been in Texas, where
officials requested 60 generators
from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency and
planned to prioritize hospitals
and nursing homes. The state

opened 35 shelters to more than
1,000 occupants, the agency said.

Texas’ power grid manager, the
Electric Reliability Council of
Texas, said this morning that
electricity had been restored to
600,000 homes and businesses by
Tuesday night but that 2.7 million
households were still without
power.

Blackouts lasting more than an
hour had begun before dawn
Tuesday in and around Oklaho-
ma City, stopping electric-pow-
ered space heaters, furnaces and
lights just as temperatures hov-
ered around minus 8 degrees.
Oklahoma Gas & Electric urged
users to set thermostats at 68
degrees, avoid using major elec-
tric appliances and turn off
lights or appliances not in use.

Millions left without power

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Paul Minnich blows snow piles out of his driveway just outside of Portland Tuesday. More than a foot of snow fell the night
before, with winds blowing at 10 to 20 mph and gusts near 25 mph in the morning. 
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

Local Agent

260-418-9492
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4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available! Get
GotW3 with lightning fast
speeds plus take your
service with you when
you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-877-327-
0930
ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
AT&T TV - The Best of
Live & On-Demand On
All Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE Pack-
age, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Pre-
mium Channels at No
Charge for One Year!
Anytime, anywhere.
Some restrictions apply.
W/ 24-mo. agmt (TV
price higher in 2nd year.)
Regional Sports Fee up
to $8.49/mo. is extra &
applies. Call IVS 1-844-
412-9997
ATTENTION: OXYGEN
Users! Gain freedom
with a Portable Oxygen
Concentrator! No more
heavy tanks and refills!
Guaranteed Lowest
Prices! Call the Oxygen
Concentrator Store: 866-
770-6849
BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution. Call
for Your Free Author`s
Guide 1-888-965-1444
or visit http://dorrancein-
fo.com/hoosier

COMPUTER ISSUES?
GEEKS ON SITE pro-
vides FREE diagnosis
REMOTELY 24/7 SERV-
ICE DURING COVID19.
No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon
86407! Restrictions
apply. 888-715-8176
DENIED SOCIAL Secu-
rity Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you
approved! No money out
of pockets! Call 1-855-
995-4758
DIAGNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER? You
may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award. NO
Obligation, NO risk!
We’ve recovered mil-
lions. Let us help you!!
Call 24/7, 844-284-4920
DIRECTV - Every live
football game, every
Sunday - anywhere - on
your favorite device.
Restrictions apply. Call
IVS - 1-888-885-8931
DISH Network. $64.99
for 190 Channels! Blaz-
ing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & Get a
FREE $100 Visa Gift
Card. FREE Voice
Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today! 1-
855-551-9764
DONATE YOUR CAR
TO CHARITY! FAST
FREE PICKUP-24 HR
RESPONSE! Help Chil-
dren in Need, Support
Breast Cancer Educa-
tion/Prevention or Veter-
ans. Tax Deduction 844-
820-9099
EARTHLINK HIGH
Speed Internet. As Low
As $14.95/month (for the
first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and More!
Call Earthlink Today 1-
855-977-7069
FREON WANTED: We
pay $$$ for cylinders and
cans. R12 R500 R11
R113 R114. Convenient.
Certified Professionals.
Call 312-291-9169 or
visit
RefrigerantFinders.com

GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for
non-payment. 833-535-
1043
HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing,
availability to find the
best service for your
needs. Starting at
$39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666
LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105
LOOKING TO SELL your
Home? Save time &
money, connect with the
Top Agents in your area
to get more MONEY and
close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781
MOVING OUT of state in
the next 30-60 days?
Don’t get taken for a ride!
Moving APT offers a
PRICE MATCH GUAR-
ANTEE and RISK FREE
RESERVATIONS. Carri-
ers are all licensed and
bonded. Free quote! Call
1-844-875-1997
NEED HELP with Family
Law? Can’t Afford a
$5,000 Retainer?
www.familycourtdirect.co
m/Family/Law - Low Cost
Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help
Now! Call 1-888-417-
4602 Mon-Fri 7am to 4
pm PCT
NEW STARTING Base
Pay - .50 cpm w/ option
to make .60 cpm for
Class A CDL Flatbed
Drivers, Excellent Bene-
fits, Home Weekends,
Call 800-648-9915 or
www.boydandsons.com
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SMART HOME Installa-
tions? Geeks on Site will
install your WIFI, Door-
bells, Cameras, Home
Theater Systems &
Gaming Consoles. $20
OFF coupon 42537!
(Restrictions apply) 855-
668-0067
WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC - Timeshare
Cancellation Experts -
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207
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ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

Hi and Lois

Agnes

Rose is Rose

Peanuts

SPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

Beetle Bailey

Snuffy Smith

Blondie

Funky Winkerbean

√ Out
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ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 

“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Fleece
Blankets, Appliqué, Zip-
pers, Hemming, Memory
T-Shirt, Special Orders
260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 3413 W 100 S,

Portland, IN
Saturday, March 6, 2021

10:00am
7+ acres w/4brm, 1

1/2ba, ranch style home. 
2011 Lincoln MKX, 1999
Dodge 1500 Laramie
SLT, 1978 Dodge PW-
250 JD Z-930M, 3010NF
diesel non-running,42
pull-type combine; 2005
Polaris; EZ-Go golf cart;
skid steer; 6x10 trailer.
Bush Hog; power wash-
er; 5500watt generator;
welder; PTO seeder;

wrenches shop tools; log
chains; 3-wheel bike.
Wood washing tub;
30gal cast iron kettle,
dinner bell; mantle
clocks; furniture; 5gal
crock; lamps; mirrors;
dresser; twin bed; end
tables; gun safe; wash-
er/dryer; upright freezer;
kitchen smalls; much

more.
Dick Haffner Trust

Mike Haffner, Trustee
Shawver Auctioneering

& Real Estate
AC31800004

Visit
www.auctionzip.com &
www.auctionsoft.com
Auctioneer ID #4243 To

See Pictures.
Pete D. Shawver
AU19700040
260-726-5587
Zane Shawver
AU10500168
260-729-2229 

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

US AGGREGATES, A
LOCAL COMPANY is
looking for a 2nd Shift Rail-
car Loader/Laborer. If
interested, please apply
online at:
https://thgrp.applicant-
pool.com/jobs/516009.ht
ml 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick. Clean
and shiny on one side..35
cents each or four for

$1.40, plus tax. The Com-
mercial Review, 309 W
Main, Portland 260-726-

8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical. New
Holland 228 skid loaders
w/full cab, heat/ac. Fort
Recovery 419-852-0309 

1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS now
available. Water, sewer,
trash included in rent.
Rent is based on
income, HUD vouchers
accepted. Call Geneva
Shores Apartments; 260-
368-9129, or pick up an
application at 295 South
Hale St.; Geneva, IN.
Equal Opportunity
Provider. 
INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 
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PUBLIC AUCTION
AUCTION LOCATION:  3413 W 100 SOUTH,

PORTLAND IN 47371
SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 2021

10:00 A.M. 
REAL ESTATE

7+ acres with 4 bedroom, 1 and ½ bath, ranch style
home with Central Air.  Basement, two car attached
garage, 24’ x 32’ detached garage/shop building, 40’
x 64’ pole building, 30’ x 52’ lofted barn, grain bins,
and stocked pond. Great opportunity to purchase
country home in a great location.

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday February 21, 2021 
from 1 pm to 3 pm, or for private showings 

phone auctioneers.  
TERMS ON REAL ESTATE: Cash with 10%
non-refundable deposit day of auction.  Balance
due at closing.  Sale not subject to buyer obtaining
financing.  Arrange financing if needed prior to

auction.  
TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY:  
Cash – Good Check – Credit Card

Statements made sale day take precedence over
written ad.

Due to COVID 19 restrictions face mask and
social distancing will apply

OWNER: Dick Haffner Trust
Mike Haffner Trustee

SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING 
AND REAL ESTATE 

AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS

Pete D. Shawver             Zane Shawver
Lic# AU19700040         Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587                260-729-2229

More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com and
www.auctionsoft.com

CR 2-17-2021

Public Notice
NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

Pursuant to Indiana Code §6-1.1-20-5, notice is hereby given that the
Board of Trustees of the Jay School Corporation determined to en-
ter into a lease agreement and issue bonds in an aggregate amount
not to exceed $10,000,000 to fund the following separate projects: (a)
the renovation and repurposing of certain portions of Jay County
High School (the “High School Project”) consisting of: (i) major
renovations to a portion of the High School unimproved by previ-
ous projects which will repurpose a portion of the school to include
a junior high school with floor to ceiling walls, provide junior high
locker rooms, HVAC work, electric and controls to affect these
modifications, improvements to the physical school security, ex-
pansion of necessary plumbing as required, provision of necessary
maintenance and upgrades in a manner that provides the students
an environment that is conducive to learning, improvements to se-
curity, and improvements necessary to provide appropriate sepa-
ration among the grade levels at the school building, together with
all related and necessary improvements, and (ii) renovating the ex-
isting high school girls locker room, minor renovations to convert
underutilized spaces into classrooms within the high school portion
of the building, together with all related and necessary improve-
ments and (b) the renovation and repurposing of certain elementary
and middle schools within Jay School Corporation (the “Middle/El-
ementary School Project”) consisting of: (i) at West Jay Middle
School, repurpose of the school building to an elementary school,
moderate renovation to portions of the building to achieve a secure
entry point co-located with the front office, modification of some
classrooms to facilitate lower elementary, preschool and special ed-
ucation classrooms, addition of a playground and expansion of
parking lots to accommodate increased parent, patron and bus
traffic, (ii) at East Jay Middle School, repurpose of the school build-
ing to an elementary school, addition of a secure entry point co-lo-
cated with the front office, addition of a playground and minor im-
provements to the existing parking lot to accommodate increased
parent, patron and bus traffic, (iii) at Bloomfield Elementary, minor
renovations to portions of the building to achieve a secure entry
point co-located with the front office, modification of remaining
space to allow for the addition of 6th grade and special education
classrooms and (iv) at Redkey Elementary, addition of a secure en-
try point co-located with the front office, together with all related
and necessary improvements.

Notice dated:  February 8, 2021
Donna Geesaman Secretary, Board of Trustees

of the Jay School Corporation
CR 2-10,17-2021NS 2-17,24-2021 - HSPAXLP

Public Notice
JAY COUNTY SHERIFF’S 

OFFICE
TO THE OWNERS OF THE
WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL
ESTATE AND.ALL INTER-

ESTED PARTIES
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S

SALE
Sheriff’s File Number:
Date of Sale: 3-11-2021
Sale Location: 3rd floor, Court-
house, Portland, IN 47371
Publisher’s Name/County: The
Commercial Review - Jay
County
Judgment to be Satisfied:
$52,896.82
By virtue of a certified copy of a
decree to me directed from the
Clerk of Superior Court of Jay
County, Indiana, in Cause No.
38C01-1908-MF-000026
Plaintiff: Ditech Financial LLC
Defendant: Lucinda M Nicklay
aka Lucinda Nicklay, et al.
Required me to make the sum
as provided for in said Decree
with interest and cost, I will ex-
pose at public sale to the high-
est bidder, at the hour of 10:00
AM of said day as listed above,
at, fee simple of the whole body
of Real Estate in Jay County, In-
diana:
LEGAL DESCRIPTION
LOT NUMBER FOURTEEN
(14) IN WESTVIEW ADDI-
TION, AN ADDITION TO
THE CITY OF DUNKIRK, IN-
DIANA.
SUBJECT TO ALL LIENS,
EASEMENTS AND EN-
CUMBRANCES OF RECORD.
Parcel 
No. 38-09-08-304-021.000-014
Commonly Known as: 618
WALSH COURT, DUNKIRK,
IN 47336

Together with rents, issues, in-
come and profits thereof, said
sale will be made without re-
lief from valuation or appraise-
ment laws. This Notice shall
also represent service of Notice
of Sale of the above-described
real estate upon the owners,
pursuant to requirements of IC
32-29-7-3.
Matthew C. Gladwell (30493-49)
Joel F. Bornkamp (27410-49)
Gregory A. Stout (29517-15)
Martha R. Spaner (35128-49)
Attorney 
Reisenfeld & Associates LLC
Attorney’s Law Firm
CR 2-3,10,17-2021-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
The following county operat-
ing claims have been filed
with the Auditors Office and
will be presented to the
Board of Commissioners Jay
County, IN, at the regular ses-
sion on February 22, 2021.
BRENDA

BLAZQUEZ $25.00
CARDMEMBER

SERVICES $349.98
COMMERCIAL

REVIEW $53.41
COMPUTER

SYSTEMS INC $4,350.00
DILCIA RUTH

RUIZ $25.00
FOUR-U OFFICE

SUPPLIES $453.94
JAY CO COMMUNITY

CORRECTIONS $20.00
LABORATORY CORP

OF AMERICA $127.50
PROGRESSIVE OFFICE

PRODUCTS $496.27
RICOH USA $5 . 75
RONALD MAY $60.00
VERIZON

WIRELESS $30.00
WELLS FARGO FINANCIAL

LEASING $212.44
Witness my hand and seal of
The Board of Commissioners,
Jay County, IN, Monday,
February 22, 2021.

Anna Culy
Jay County Auditor

CR/NS 2-17-2021 HSPAXLP
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By DAVID BRANDT
AP Sports Writer

PHOENIX — James
Harden relished the chance
to share the scoring load
when he joined the star-
filled Brooklyn Nets earlier
this season.

But with his All-Star bud-
dies cheering in street
clothes from the bench,
Harden showed he can still
fill up a box score and pro-
vide plenty of  fourth-quar-
ter heroics if  needed.

Harden scored 38 points,
Joe Harris added 22 and the
Nets overcame a 24-point
deficit to stun the Phoenix
Suns 128-124 on Tuesday
night.

While Harden was the
undeniable star for the
Nets, his teammates pro-
vided plenty of  good
moments, too. The bench
added 40 points and Harris
scored 15 in the second half.

"It's the true definition of
a team," Harden said. "One
or two guys go down, next
man up."

The Nets were playing
without two of  their three
main stars, but Harden was
more than up for the chal-
lenge. Kevin Durant was
out with a hamstring
injury while Kyrie Irving
was held out with lower
back tightness.

Harden's 3-pointer from a
few feet beyond the arc with
31 seconds left gave the
Nets their first lead of  the
game at 126-124 and he hit

two more free throws with
11.3 seconds remaining to
polish off  the win. Harden
shot 14 of  22 from the field
and added 11 assists and
seven rebounds.

The Suns didn't score
over the final 2:48.

"All vibes in (the locker
room) right now," Nets
coach Steve Nash said.
"Guys are rightfully excit-
ed, it's great for morale.
Missing Kevin and Kyrie
and finding a way to make
up a 24-point deficit. They
showed a lot of  heart."

Brooklyn won its fourth
straight game in a tri-
umphant return to Phoenix
for Nash. The Suns had
their six-game winning
streak snapped. 

Chris Paul scored 29
points, including 17 in the
fourth quarter, but it wasn't
enough for the Suns. Devin
Booker added 22.

Phoenix jumped out to a
33-22 lead in the first quar-
ter after shooting 56.5%
from the field. The Suns
were even better in the sec-
ond, pouring in 42 points to
grab a 75-54 halftime lead. 

But the Nets were about
to pull off  their biggest
halftime comeback since
joining the NBA in 1976.

Brooklyn sliced
Phoenix's lead to 100-88 by
the end of  the third quarter.
Suns coach Monty
Williams said that was the
time when his team lost the
momentum.

Brooklyn rallies
to stun Phoenix
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Clark competes
Cameron Clark, a Jay County High School freshman, reaches to grab an ankle as he

competes against Garrett’s Brayden Baker during the IHSAA wrestling semi-state tournament on
Saturday at Allen County War Memorial Coliseum in Fort Wayne. Clark won by sudden victory in
overtime, 7-5, and later punched his ticket to the state finals. For a preview of the state
tournament, grab Thursday’s issue of The Commercial Review.

Local schedule
Thursday

Jay County — Boys swimming hosts
sectional preliminaries – 5:30 p.m.; Jun-
ior high wrestling at Muncie Southside –
5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball sec-
tional semifinal vs. Hardin Northern  – 7
p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Wrestling state finals at

Bankers Life Fieldhouse in Indianapolis –
6 p.m.; Boys swimming sectional (div-
ing) – 6 p.m.; Boys basketball triple-
header vs. Norwell – 6 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Boys basketball vs.

New Bremen – 6 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Wrestling state finals at

Bankers Life Fieldhouse in Indianapolis –
9 a.m.; Boys swimming hosts sectional
finals – 9 a.m.; Boys basketball vs.
Seton Catholic – 6 p.m.

Sports on tap



MELBOURNE, Australia
(AP) — Rafael Nadal
entered his Australian
Open quarterfinal with a
223-1 record when grabbing
the first two sets of  a
Grand Slam match. 

Thanks to his own mis-
takes — and some spirited
play by Stefanos Tsitsipas
— that mark is now 223-2.

A couple of  uncharacter-
istically sloppy overheads
and a framed backhand in
a third-set tiebreaker
began Nadal’s undoing,
and his bid here for a
men’s-record 21st major
championship eventually
ended Wednesday with 3-6,
2-6, 7-6 (4), 6-4, 7-5 loss to the
younger, sharper Tsitsipas.

“Was little bit of  every-
thing, no? I missed a couple
of  balls in the tiebreak that
I shouldn’t — that I could
not — miss if  I want to win.
And that’s it,” said Nadal,
who briefly left the Spanish
portion of  his post-match
news conference after
clutching at his cramping
right hamstring. 

“I have to go back home,”
Nadal said, “and practice
to be better.”

At his put-the-ball-
where-he-wants-it best in
the early going, Nadal went
ahead rather easily, win-
ning 27 consecutive points

on his serve in one stretch
and running his streak of
consecutive sets won at
major tournaments to 35,
one shy of  Roger Federer’s
record for the professional
era.

Nadal and Federer are
currently tied at 20 Grand
Slam singles titles, more
than any other man in the
history of  a sport that
dates to the late 1800s.

But Tsitsipas never
wavered and that surpris-
ingly poor tiebreaker by
Nadal — thinking too far
ahead, perhaps? — helped
hand over the third set and
begin the epic comeback.

“I started very nervous, I
won’t lie,” the fifth-seeded
Tsitsipas said. “But I don’t
know what happened after
the third set. I just flied like
a little bird. Everything
was working for me. The
emotions at the very end
are indescribable.” 

As Tsitsipas played, in
Nadal’s estimation, a
“very, very high level of
tennis” over the last two
sets, the 34-year-old
Spaniard’s play dipped
considerably.

Nadal made a total of
only 10 unforced errors in
the first two sets com-
bined, then 32 the rest of
the way — 11 in the third,

14 in the fourth, seven in
the fifth.

The only other occasion
in which Nadal went from
a two-set advantage to a
defeat in a Slam came at
the 2015 U.S. Open against
Fabio Fognini (who just so
happened to have lost to
Nadal in the fourth round
at Melbourne Park this
year).

So now, instead of  Nadal
attempting to surpass Fed-
erer, it will be Tsitsipas — a
22-year-old from Greece
with a flashy game — who
will meet 2019 U.S. Open
runner-up Daniil
Medvedev in the semifinals
Friday. 

Neither Tsitsipas nor
Medvedev has won a Grand
Slam tournament. 

In the other men’s semi-
final, 17-time major cham-
pion and No. 1-ranked
Novak Djokovic will face
114th-ranked qualifier
Aslan Karatsev, who is
making his Grand Slam
debut.

The women’s semifinals
Thursday (tonight EST)
are Serena Williams vs.
Naomi Osaka, and Jennifer
Brady vs. Karolina Mucho-
va.

Nadal won the 2009 Aus-
tralian Open, but it is the
only major he hasn’t won
at least twice, with 13 titles
at Roland Garros, four at
the U.S. Open and two at
Wimbledon.

“Sometimes the things
go well,” Nadal said, “and
sometimes the things go
worse.”

He came into this year’s
first major with doubts
about his back, citing that
as his reason for pulling
out of  the ATP Cup team
competition that preceded
the Australian Open and
saying the problem pre-
vented him from practicing
properly for about three
weeks.

But Nadal said after the
loss to Tsitsipas that his
back was not an issue. 

Nadal hadn’t ceded a set
at Melbourne Park through
four matches; he also won
all 21 sets he played at last
year’s French Open, where
he picked up his 20th Slam
trophy (Williams has 23,
Margaret Court 24). 
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Fort Recovery girls to host
sectional game Thursday,
see Sports on tap

Nets rally from 28 down
to stun Suns on Tuesday,

see story page 7

The Patriot girls were
back at the top of  the
conference this season.

Three of  their players
were honored for their
performances on the
court.

Renna Schwieter-
man, Madison Dirksen
and Izzy Rodgers were
all named all-confer-
ence by the Allen Coun-
ty Athletic Conference
on Tuesday. 

Schwieterman, a
sophomore, and Dirk-
sen, a junior, were both
named to the confer-
ence’s first team, while
Rodgers was given sec-
ond-team honors.

It marks the second
straight year Schwieter-
man has been a first-
team recipient.  Dirksen
was a second-team hon-
oree as a sophomore.

Rodgers received the
all-conference nod for
the first time.

Schwieterman, a 6-
foot forward who
already has six NCAA
Division I scholarship
offers, led the Patriots
in scoring with 18.2
points per game. She
also paced the Patriots
in assists (3.8) and was
second in rebounds
(6.0), and her sopho-
more campaign includ-
ed setting the pro-
gram’s single-game
scoring record with 43
points.

Dirksen, also a 6-foot
forward, was second to
Schwieterman in scor-
ing with 12.9 points per
game, and her 7.3
rebounds per game led
the squad.

Rodgers tallied 8.1
points and 2.5 rebounds
per game. She led the
team with 30 made 3-
pointers, and shot 84%
(26-of-31) from the free-
throw line. 

Jay County ended the
year 19-4, one victory
shy of  tying the school
record for wins in a sea-
son. The Patriots were a
perfect 6-0 in ACAC play
during the regular sea-
son, and won the pro-
gram’s second confer-
ence tournament cham-
pionship in the last
three years and fifth
since joining eight
years ago.

The Patriots’ only
four losses this season
came against ranked
opponents, including a
50-26 loss to Class 4A
No. 1 North Central the
second game of  the sea-
son and a 46-42 setback
to No. 7 Hamilton
Heights in the Class 3A
sectional championship
game.

Other first-team hon-
oress were McKenna
Dietsch (Adams Cen-
tral), Sage Hammond
(Adams Central),
Emme Boots (Bluffton)
and Avah Smith (Wood-
lan).

Making second team
were Georgia Hanauer
(Southern Wells), Ella
Bickel (Heritage), Dako-
tah Krohn (Woodlan),
Peyton Pries (South
Adams) and Kristen
Wynn (South Adams).

Zoe Barger (Bluffton)
and Macy Pries (South
Adams) received honor-
able mention.

Three make all-ACAC

The Commercial Review/Chris Schanz

In this Jan. 15 photo, Jay County High School sophomore Renna
Schwieterman lifts a layup after slicing through Bluffton defenders Monroe
Heller (23) and Zoe Barger during the second half of the Allen County
Athletic Conference tournament semifinal at Bluffton. Schwieterman was
named first team all-ACAC on Tuesday for the second consecutive year.

WEST LAFAYETTE
(AP) — Trevion Williams
scored 28 points and Eric
Hunter Jr. scored 15 and
Purdue pulled away from
Michigan State for a 75-65
win on Tuesday night.

Williams, who shot 13
for 21, scored 10 of  Pur-
due’s last 18 points in the
game’s final 4:45. 

Gabe Brown’s 3-pointer
brought Purdue within
51-50 with 8:24 left before
Jaden Ivey and Hunter
made back-to-back 3s for
the Boilermakers (14-8, 9-
6 Big Ten).

Michigan State (10-9, 4-
9) reeled off  six straight
— Aaron Henry made a
pair of  free throws and
jumper — and then
Williams took control for
Purdue.

Henry hit a 3 to reduce
Michigan State’s deficit to
62-59 with 3:28 left but the
Spartans never got closer.

Ivey scored 11 points for
Purdue and Zach Edey 10.

Henry led Michigan
State with 15 points, Joey
Hauser scored 11 and
Julius Marble 10.

The Spartans have
dropped two straight and
five of  their last seven.
Michigan State heads to
Bloomington, Indiana, to
face the Hoosiers on Sat-
urday.

Based on rankings as of
today, Michigan State’s
last five contests include
matchups against No. 3
Michigan, No. 4 Ohio
State and No. 5. Illinois.

Purdue faces Nebraska
on the road on Saturday.

Purdue
pulls
past
MSU

Nadal blows 2-set lead


