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Arthur Clark, 71, rural
Redkey
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  41 degrees Thurs-
day. The low was 27.
Tonight’s low will be in the

mid 30s. Rain is expected early
Saturday with the high climb-
ing to 51. The low will be 40.
See page 2 for an extended

forecast.

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers avail-
able Saturday. Trailers will be
open from 9 a.m. to noon in the
shopping center at 220 Lincoln
St., Portland, and Dunkirk
City Park.

Saturday — Results from
tonight’s JCHS boys basket-
ball game against Bellmont.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Portland City Coun-
cil meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Puppy love
First grader Carter Brown grins while picking up a puppy Thursday afternoon during a visit to the Fort Recovery

FFA petting zoo at Fort Recovery High School as part of the chapter’s celebration of National FFA Week. Because of the
ongoing coronavirus pandemic, the petting zoo was open to students only this year.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
A major gift has been

made toward the cause of
literacy.
The Portland Founda-

tion announced Thursday
that it received a gift of
nearly $100,000 from the
estate of  Timothy Joe
Uhrick to establish the Her-
man C. Uhrick, Dorothy
Uhrick and Timothy Joe
Uhrick Literacy Fund.
Timothy Uhrick dropped

out of  school when he
turned 16 in the late 1950s,
his uncle Rich Frank
explained. He never
learned to read.
“And so he regretted

that,” Frank said.

The fund that is named
for Timothy Uhrick, who
died June 19, 2020, and his
parents will provide sup-
port for programs for the
advancement of  literacy
for Jay County residents.
“We are honored that

Tim Uhrick entrusted
The Portland Foundation
to fulfill his philanthropic

legacy for the communi-
ty,” said The Portland
Foundation executive
director Doug Inman said
in a press release.  “We
are humbled by the fact
that since Tim could not
read, he left a gift so that
other people would not
have to face the same
challenges he did.” 

Uhrick served in the
National Guard and was a
member of  the American
Legion. He had worked at
J&P Custom Plating in
Portland.
A decade ago, The Port-

land Foundation’s assets
stood at just over $20 mil-
lion. At its 2011 annual
meeting Inman noted that

the board had set a goal of
having a total endowment
of  $35 million by this year.
It has far surpassed

that, as Uhrick’s gift
pushed the foundation’s
total assets to more than
$43 million.
“Oh wow,” said Inman

when reminded of  the
decade-old target. “I’m in
awe of  our community
and its generosity.
“Per capita, the endow-

ment for 20,000 Jay Coun-
ty residents is over $2,000
per person, which is
unprecedented. It allows
the foundation to make a
significant impact on a
daily basis in Jay Coun-
ty.”

Uhrick gives gift to foundation

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
Jay County Emergency

Management has a new
director.
Amy Blakely, a Redkey

resident, started near the
end of  January as the new
department head after for-
mer director Jessica
Ooten moved to a full-time
position with Jay Emer-
gency Medical Services.
Blakely’s department is

specifically designed to
deal with natural disaster
protocol, including
weather, and getting
information out to the
public. This also extends
to the coronavirus pan-
demic and distributing
extra personal protective
equipment to county
departments. Planning is
a huge part of  the job, she
noted.
“I’ve always been inter-

ested in the big picture,
which is what Emergency
Management does, as far

as planning for events,
planning for disasters,”
Blakely said. “I’m a plan-
ner by nature, so it’s just a
natural fit. “
And with the recent

snowy weather and road
conditions, she’s had her
hands full. Blakely has
been posting updates to
the department’s Face-
book page every day and
coordinating with Jay
County Sheriff ’s Office,
Jay County Highway
Department, Jay School
Corporation and local
media for travel notices
and cancellations.
Making connections

and planning are a huge

part of  the job, Blakely
explained. She empha-
sized that her role is a
group effort with differ-
ent departments.
“I’m a big ‘we’ person.

We will manage this,” she
said.
Blakely worked part

time for Jay Emergency
Medical Service for three
years in the 1990s. She
also trained for the K-9
unit in Adams County
while working at the
police department.
For the last three years,

she’s been working in the
sheriff ’s business office
at the courthouse.

See Leader page 5

Emergency leader
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Amy Blakely took over as director of Jay County Emergency
Management in January. She’s been busy this month as more than a foot of
snow led to instituting a travel warning and working with Jay County
Commissioners to declare state of emergency.

Nearly $100,000 from estate will
go to support literacy in Jay County

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
The trial for a Portland

man charged with mur-
der has been pushed back
again.
During a pretrial con-

ference Thursday, Jay
Circuit Court Judge
Brian Hutchison set new
trial dates for Roger Boyd
for Sept. 20 and 21. Boyd
is charged with the Sept.
5 murder of  James P.
Miller, 49, Montpelier.
He also faced a charge

of  criminal confinement
while armed with a dead-
ly weapon, a Level 3
felony.
A final pretrial confer-

ence is scheduled for
Aug. 29.
Jay County currently

has five murder trials
slated for this year. The
first of  those is slated to
begin March 15 as Esther
J. Stephen faces a murder
charge for the Jan. 12,
2020, shooting of  Shea
Briar of  Portland.
Boyd’s trial most

recently was scheduled to
begin April 5. It was orig-
inally set for early Febru-
ary, but was initially
delayed because Indiana
Supreme Court suspend-
ed jury trials statewide
until March 1 because of
the potential spread of
COVID-19.
Boyd, who previously

served as K-9 officer for
Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office and for Dunkirk
Police Department, was
arrested shortly after
Miller was shot in the
early morning hours of
Sept. 5 outside 1215 S.
Bridge St., Portland.
Miller was pronounced
dead at the scene.
Police say Boyd, 35,

Portland, admitted at the
scene to shooting Miller,
according to court docu-
ments.

See Trial page 2

New dates
are set for
September

Boyd
murder
trial
moved

Redkey’s Blakely stepped
into new role in January



Ruth M. Nieport to Ruth
M. Nieport Trust, warranty
deed — Section 21, Tracts 1
and 2, Jefferson Township;
Part of  Section 16, Tract 2,
Jefferson Township
Ruth M. Nieport to Ruth

M. Nieport Trust, warranty
deed — Part of  Section 16,
Tracts 1 and 2, Jefferson
Township
Hutton Exchange Port-

land IN LLC to MDC Coast
20 LLC, warranty deed —
Part of  Lot 6, Baker Addi-
tion, Portland
Aaron Loy to Kelly and

Danny Zigler, warranty
deed — Part of  Lot 1, Jack-
son and Reed Subdivision,
Portland
Orla E. Smith Revocable

Living Trust and Annabelle
E. Smith Revocable Living
Trust to Michael E. Slusser
and Linda D. Arnold, war-
ranty deed — Part of  Sec-
tion 9, Tract B, Noble Town-
ship, 0.35 acres
Michael E. Slusser and

Linda D. Arnold to Orla E.
Smith Revocable Living
Trust and Annabelle E.
Smith Revocable Living
Trust, warranty deed —

Part of  Section 9, Tract A,
Noble Township, 0.35 acres
Barbara J. Stolz to

Ronald L. and Jacquelyn S.
Thorne, corrective deed —
Part of  Section 16, Knox
Township, 2.33 acres
Roy S. Bunch and Dean

H. Allen to Kevin E.
Franklin, warranty deed —
Lots 24 and 25, Manning
and Evans Subdivision,
Dunkirk
Clayton Harris and Regi-

na A. Jewell to Ryan K. and
Chad K. Homan, warranty
deed — Part of  Section 27,
Knox Township, 78.64 acres
Brian N. and Jennifer L.

Bailey to themselves, quit
claim deed — Part of  Sec-
tion 19, Noble Township,
3.297 acres
Dave and Susie Lambert

to Windgate Properties
LLC, tax title deed — Lot 94,
Woodlawn Park Addition
Charles Ripley to

Windgate Properties LLC,
tax title deed — Section 33,
Wayne Township, Portland
Billly R. Caldwell and

Lana K. Jones to Windgate
Properties LLC, tax title
deed — Lots 137, 138 and
139, Mt. Auburn Addition,
Dunkirk

See page 5

Page 2 Local The Commercial Review
Friday, February 26, 2021

Hiemerl Farms

If interested call 260-251-7578 or 419-942-7500

SEEKING FULL/PART TIME 
FEED TRUCK DRIVER

Arthur Clark
April 23, 1949-Feb. 23, 2021
Arthur “Bud” Clark, age 71, a

resident of  rural Redkey,
passed away Tuesday, Feb. 23,
2021 at IU Health Ball Memori-
al Hospital in Muncie.
He was a 1968 graduate of

Dunkirk High School and com-
pleted his Carpenter’s Union
apprenticeship in Muncie. He
then taught classes at Ivy Tech
in Muncie for students going
through the apprenticeship. In
1972, he started Clark Contract-

ing where he spe-
cialized in the
design and build-
ing of  construc-
tion projects.  
He enjoyed

spending time
with his family
and going to area
car shows with
his 1969 Ford Cobra Mustang.
He was a member of  the Red-
key Masonic Lodge #298 and
the Fort Wayne Scottish Rite.  
Arthur “Bud” Clark was

born April 23, 1949, in Redkey,

Indiana, the son of  Richard
and Ruby (Denney) Connor. He
was married to Linda Champ
on April 26, 1970.
Survivors include:
His beloved wife of  50 years

— Linda Clark, Redkey
Daughter — Aimee Flynn

(fiancé: Marty Howard), New
Castle
Son — Ryan Clark (fiancé:

Chelsie Foster), Dunkirk
Two grandsons — Dustin

Flynn (partner: Shannon) and
Champ Clark
Two brothers — Robert Cum-

mings (wife: Pat), Little Rock,
Arkansas, and Darrell Cum-
mings (Pei Ming), Fishers
Sister — Sandra Bilbrey,

Union City, Ohio
Visitation for friends and

family will be held from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Monday in the
Williamson-Spencer and Pen-
rod Funeral Home in Portland.
Funeral services will follow at
2 p.m. Pastor Glenn Greiner
will officiate and burial will
follow in the Hillcrest Ceme-
tery, Redkey. Masonic services
will be conducted at 1:45 p.m.

Monday by the Redkey Masonic
Lodge.
Condolences may be directed

to williamsonspencer.com.
••••••••••

The Commercial Review pub-
lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Clark

SERVICES
Today

Shawver, Diane: 2:30 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Saturday
Dutcher, Cynthia: 1 p.m.,

MJS Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian
St., Redkey.

Raszkowski, Edward: 3
p.m., Pleasant Hill Church, 9945
N. 800 East, Union City.

Sunday
Hudson, Stephen: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Monday
Clark, Arthur: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com
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Continued from page 1
They say Boyd told them the

shooting was in self  defense and
he believed Miller had a weapon.
Police say they found no such
weapon.
Miller’s girlfriend, Nicole L.

Burke, was later found in the base-
ment of  the home. According to

the documents, she told police she
was standing in the driveway after
the shooting and Boyd ordered her
into the house and told her to go to
the basement.
Brittney Shewmake, Boyd’s girl-

friend and the owner of  the 1215 S.
Bridge St. property, is also charged
with criminal confinement, a

Level 3 felony, in connection with
the incident. (Her trial is sched-
uled to begin June 10.) Court docu-
ments indicate that she was inside
the house with two children, ages 3
and 5, at the time of  the shooting.
In Indiana, murder carries a

sentence of  45 to 65 years with an
advisory sentence of  55 years.

Trial ...

Putting on the press
Indiana State Police

announced this week that
troopers will be cracking
down on dangerous and
impaired driving.
State police will be con-

ducting “high-visibility
patrols showing zero toler-
ance” for aggressive driv-
ing, speeding and driving
under the influence. The
statewide effort begins
today and runs through
March 21.
“Dangerous and

impaired driving contin-
ues to be a problem, espe-
cially around high-risk
events like St. Patrick’s
Day and the NCAA Tour-
nament,” said Josh Wat-
son, district commander of
the Pendleton State Police
Post in a press release.
“However you celebrate
this year, do so responsibly.
Slow down, buckle up and
if  you drink, don’t drive.
It’s that simple.”

National Highway
Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration data shows that
drink-driving crashes
result in more than 10,000
deaths per year. Overall
traffic fatalities were up
by 4.6% in 2020, with
Indiana recording its
third-highest total (850)
in the last decade.

Deer hit
Wild animals in the

road caused two acci-
dents Thursday evening.
Quenten M. Bollinger,

23, Portland, was driving
north on county road 250
West near the intersec-
tion with Mount Pleasant
Road about 8:30 p.m.
Thursday when a deer
ran into the roadway.
Bollinger wasn’t able to
stop before hitting the
animal, causing between
$2,500 and $5,000 in dam-
age to his 2016 Ford
Escape.

Benjamin Barrera, 20,
Redkey, was driving west
on county road 800 South
near county road 200
West about 9:05 p.m.
Thursday when he drove
into a deer. 
Barrera’s 2014 Chevro-

let Camaro was towed,
with damage estimated
between $1,000 and
$2,500.

Sign struck
A Portland man drove

into a sign at the inter-
section of  Meridian and
Arch streets about 5:15
p.m. Thursday.
Joseph R. Ruchgy, 63,

told Portland Police he
was driving his 2007
Chevrolet Silverado
south on Meridian Street
when he blacked out and
drove into an Indiana
Department of  Trans-
portation street sign.
Damage is estimated

less than $1,000.

Flooded, icy roads
A Winchester woman

driving on Indiana 1 slid
off  the highway and into
a ditch about 6:25 a.m.
Thursday.
Tania L. Lewis, 28, was

driving north on the
highway when she came
to a small flooded spot
just north of  the intersec-
tion with county road 150
South. Despite road
closed and high water
signs, she continued with
her 2007 Dodge Ram
through the water,
according to a Jay Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office report.
She made it through

the flooded area and onto
an icy patch on the high-
way before her vehicle
slid off  the road into the
east ditch and rolled onto
its drivers side.
Lewis’ vehicle was

towed, with damage esti-
mated between $10,000
and $25,000.

Back
with
Bantz
Arts Place hosted its

first live performance
in more than 11
months Thursday night
as Ken Bantz of
Portland took the
stage. While the seats
in Hall-Moser Theatre
were empty, Arts Place
used some of its new
equipment from its
ongoing renovation
and expansion project
to live stream the
concert on its
Facebook and YouTube
pages.

Capsule Reports

Deeds

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

On Feb. 26, 1993, a
truck bomb built by
Islamic extremists
exploded in the parking
garage of  the North
Tower of  New York’s
World Trade Center,
killing six people and
injuring more than 1,000
others. (The bomb failed
to topple the North
Tower into the South
Tower, as the terrorists
had hoped; both struc-
tures were destroyed in
the 9/11 attack eight
years later.)
In 1904, the United

States and Panama pro-
claimed a treaty under
which the U.S. agreed to
undertake efforts to build
a ship canal across the
Panama isthmus.
In 1940, the United

States Air Defense Com-
mand was created.
In 1945, authorities

ordered a midnight cur-
few at nightclubs, bars
and other places of  enter-
tainment across the
nation.
In 1952, Prime Minis-

ter Winston Churchill
announced that Britain

had developed its own
atomic bomb.
In 1966, South Korean

troops sent to fight in the
Vietnam War massacred
at least 380 civilians in
Go Dai hamlet.
In 1971, Dunkirk High

School’s boys basketball
team advanced to the sec-
tional championship
game with a 73-61 victory
over Pennville. Tom
Hall’s 25 points led the
way for the Speedcats.
In 1994, a jury in San

Antonio acquitted 11 fol-
lowers of  David Koresh
of  murder, rejecting
claims they had
ambushed federal agents;
five were convicted of
voluntary manslaughter.
In 2017, at the 89th

Academy Awards,
“Moonlight,” an LGBT
coming of  age drama,
won three Oscars, includ-
ing best picture of  2016
(in a startling gaffe, the
musical “La La Land”
was mistakenly
announced as the best
picture winner before the
error was corrected).

—AP and The CR

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................5.60
Wheat ......................6.25

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................5.64
March corn ..............5.64

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................5.53
March corn ..............5.53
Beans ......................14.16
March beans ..........14.16
Wheat ...................... 6.65
March wheat .......... 6.65

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................5.48
April corn ................5.50
Beans ......................14.03
Sept. beans ............11.80
Wheat ...................... 6.47
July wheat .............. 6.22

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................5.63
March corn ..............5.63
Beans ......................13.95
March beans ..........13.95
Wheat ......................6.15
April wheat ..............6.70

Lotteries

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board special meeting,
auditorium, Jay County
Junior-Senior High
School, 2072 W. Indiana
27, Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.
7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-

ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

CR almanac
Saturday

2/27
Sunday
2/28

Monday
3/1

Tuesday
3/2

Wednesday
3/3

51/40 56/29 43/24 45/34 50/33
The fore-

cast calls for
mostly cloudy
skies with a
chance of rain
in the morning
and late at
night.

Tempera-
tures will con-
tinue to climb
to the high
40s. Mostly
sunny skies
during the day.

Another
sunny day,
with tempera-
tures staying
above freez-
ing. Some
clouds at
night.

Skies will
be sunny in
the morning
with a mostly
clear evening.
Temperatures
will dip to low
20s at night.

The high
will be in the
mid 50s.
There is a
chance of rain
starting after
noon. Mostly
cloudy.

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$106 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$30 million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 1-9-1
Daily Four: 5-4-3-6
Quick Draw: 1-3-4-5-13-

19-22-31-39-40-44-51-55-58-
64-65-74-76-77-79
Evening
Daily Three: 0-2-8
Daily Four: 5-2-1-4
Quick Draw: 2-3-4-8-

13-19-21-31-34-38-42-43-45-
52-55-60-68-70-74-78
Cash 5: 15-17-28-31-45
Estimated jackpot:

$157,000

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 8-9-4
Pick 4: 1-2-9-2
Pick 5: 7-6-9-5-0
Evening
Pick 3: 7-5-7
Pick 4: 2-1-2-5
Pick 5: 8-0-3-9-8
Rolling Cash: 4-8-10-

24-38
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. upstairs at True
Value Hardware, Meridi-
an Street, Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 729-2532.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.
BRYANT AREA COM-

MUNITY CENTER —
Walking from 9 to 10 a.m.
every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free preg-
nancy testing with ongo-

ing support during and
after pregnancy. The cen-
ter is located at 216 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
Hours are 1 to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. For
more information or to
schedule an appointment,
call (260) 726-8636. Walk-
ins accepted.
BREAD OF LIFE COM-

MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come. 
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 5:30
p.m., with the meeting at 6
p.m., in the fellowship
hall at Evangelical
Methodist Church, 930 W.
Main St., Portland. New
members welcome. For
more information, call
(260) 726-5312. 
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 6
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life

Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is
welcome.
THE LANDING — A 12-

step program for those in
sixth through 12th grade
will meet at 5:55 p.m. each
Tuesday at 2nd Chance at
Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information,
call (260) 703-0777 or (260)
726-5273.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. each Tuesday at
Church of  God of  Prophe-
cy, 797 N. Creagor Ave. in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-9334.
JAY COUNTY CIVIC

THEATRE — Holds its
regular meeting at 6 p.m.
on the first Tuesday of

each month in room 205 at
John Jay Center for
Learning.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.
AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.
STRESS AND ANXI-

ETY CLASS — Meets each
Wednesday at 2nd Chance
at Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information,
call (206) 726-9625 or (260)
703-0534.
PENNVILLE FAIR

BOARD — Will meet at 7
p.m. the first Wednesday
of  each month at the Pen-
nville Community Center.  
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
ch 1-20arM

10% OFF SALE
tioneciappromer AustC

169 S. Main St., N tarNorth S r, O, Ohio

Happy 90th 
Birthday 

Wanetta 
Millet
2/26/21

Please join us by sending a card in 
honoring Wanetta’s milestone!

Hiemerl Farms

If interested call 260-251-7578 or 419-942-7500

SEEKING FULL TIME 
FEED MILL WORKER

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: I recently had a
child with a man who is now
incarcerated. I was widowed
when I met him, and although he
brought me happiness, it has
come at a steep price. 
I pay for literally everything. I

love him very much, but his enti-
tlement was an issue even before
he had legal issues. Now he has
become very nasty and mini-
mizes everything I do. 
If  I send $100, he’s upset that I

didn’t send $200. If  I have a day
off  from work that I don’t spend
communicating with a lawyer
and the courts, I’m “not taking
initiative.” He has even gone so
far as to say it was my fault he
got in trouble because I was on
his case so often that he “had to

go out to get some peace.” His
only redeeming quality is his
wonderful relationship with the
kids.
He is now even more negative

and derogatory than when he
was at home. Since he has been
away, I’m ashamed to say life has
actually been less stressful. 
I think my loneliness when I

met him made it easier to ignore

red flags. In every other aspect of
my life, I am an independent
woman who has the respect of
my peers. Is it too late to set
boundaries with him? — GROW-
ING IN FLORIDA
DEAR GROWING: This

emotionally abusive individ-
ual is milking you like you are
a Guernsey cow. His ingrati-
tude is boundless. You are not
the reason he got himself  in
trouble with the law, and it
isn’t your responsibility to get
him out or support him finan-
cially.
It is way too late to set

boundaries with this manipu-
lative ingrate. He won’t
change. What you must do
now — for your own sake and

for your children’s — is cut
ties with him.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I live in Kansas

and my boyfriend lives in anoth-
er state. We talk online all the
time, but I haven’t heard from
him in three days and I don’t
know what to think. My friends
say I’m being paranoid, but I
can’t help but think that he
might be seeing another girl. I’ve
had problems like this before
and ended up getting hurt
because I didn’t listen when my
friends told me that a guy was
cheating. What should I do? —
LONG-DISTANCE LOVE
DEAR L.D.L.: Recognize

that as much as two people
might care about each other,

long-distance romances don’t
always have fairytale end-
ings. I don’t know if  your
boyfriend is cheating. Neither
do you and neither do your
friends. It’s time for you to
have a calm conversation
with your boyfriend. Tell him
you were worried by his
three-day silence because it
was unusual. Let him
respond.
If  you are satisfied with his

answer, change the subject.
However, if  you aren’t, ASK
him if  he has met someone
closer to home and tell him to
level with you. It takes
courage to do this, but it will
save you a lot of  pain in the
long run.

Prison departure has made life less stressful

The Jay County High School
honor roll for the first semester
has been announced. 
Seniors making the honor roll

were Teaira Abels, Trevor Alicea,
Miranda Alig, Broden Auker,
Eliza Bader, Jesse Basham, Wes-
ley Bennett, Abigail Benter,
Emma Besser, Chelsea Blanken-
ship, Logan Brown, Mitchell
Brown, Dylan Burress, Allison
Byrum, Blake Caldwell, Chloe
Campbell, Lillian Clemmons,
Chalista Conn, Franklin Crump,
Lewis Crump and Austin Curts. 
Also Pacie Denney, Shealyn

Dennis, Riley Devoss, Maria Dirk-
sen, Ashlyn Dow, Olivia Evans,
Gavin Farmer, Lexie Ferguson,
Nicholas Fields, Breanna Foster,
Madison Fouch, Seth Foudray,
Sophia Fugiett, Lyric Garringer,
Travis Garringer, Mariah Gross,
Demi Grove, Erika Heitkamp,
Rayven Hubbard and Leah Hum-
mel.
Also Drake Imel, Harley

Ingram, Savannah Johnson,
Cheyanne Kesler, Victoria Kunk,

Alana Kunkler, Griffin Lennartz,
Jessica Lininger, Hannah Littler,
Breanna Lothridge, Taylor Lowe,
Dylan Mangas, Griffin Mann,
Sadie Manson, Brooklynn Mat-
tingly, Shalynn McCowan, Payton
McCoy, Logan McGinnis, Natalie
Miles, Xavier Moon, Grace Mor-
gan, Justice Murphy and
Kearsten Myers.
Also Matthew Newport, Gio-

vanni Perod Ramirez, Camrin
Price, Breanna Randall, Chase
Reinhart, Anissa Renner, Shyla
Renner,Makenzie Ring, Madison
Rinker, Mitchell Rockwell,
Gabriel Rowles, Olivia Rowles,
Grace Saxman, Jaden Schlosser,
Aubrie Schwieterman, Kinsey
Shannon, Caleb Shawver, Hunter
Shumaker, Gary Shutz, Kelsey
Simmons, Michaela Stith, Ava
Stockton and Kelly Strausburg.
Also Isaac Troyer, Ryan Van-

Cise, Caroline Walter, Kaleb
Weaver, Raquel Wehrly, Mitchell
Winner, Daylen Young, Kaley
Young, Ashton Younger and
Houston Yowell.

Seniors named 
to Jay honor roll

Dear
Abby

Rockwell Group

Looking at the future
Smithsonian curators anticipate the “Futures” exhibition, a multidisciplinary

exhibition that will blend art, science, design, history and technology, will be a tonic for
visitors who — they hope — will be emerging from the worst of the pandemic. Opening in
November and running through July 2022 at the Smithsonian’s Arts and Industries
Building, “Futures” will include site specific art installations, a wetlands exhibit, a flying car
and — of course — robots. It will help visitors imagine the future they want, not the one
they fear, said Rachel Goslins, AIB’s director and the visionary behind the project.
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To the editor:
As I read Aaron Loy’s letter to

the editor in the Feb. 17 edition
of  The Commercial Review, I
found myself  agreeing with
much of  what Mr. Loy expressed
in his opinion. 
James Madison’s wisdom to

fight for the inclusion of  a bill of
rights that incorporated a foun-
dational right of  free speech in
our Constitution was truly one
of  the more critical and pre-
scient additions to our nation’s
most sacred document. Mr. Loy
is absolutely correct in express-
ing support for there being a

necessity for a difference of
opinion in a democratic society.
In an age of  “alternative

facts” and “fake news,” that
necessity is even more apparent
and pertinent. The relevance of
fact and truth is an expressed
sentiment in Michiko Kaku-

tani’s “The Death of  Truth” and
also in “How Democracies Die,”
by Steven Levitsky and Daniel
Ziblatt.
As I read Mr. Loy’s letter, ram-

bling around in the dark recess-
es of  my gray matter was the
often-quoted late Sen. Daniel
Patrick Moynihan’s counsel:
“You are entitled to your own
opinion but not your own facts.”
After ruminating on the late sen-
ator’s wise admonition, I decid-
ed to offer an opinion on opin-
ions.
It is my considered opinion

that there are two kinds of  opin-

ion. One type is subjective, based
on what you think. The other is
objective, based on demonstra-
ble truth or fact. 
For example: “Trump won the

election,” is subjective, based on
what you think. “Trump lost the
election,” is objective, based on
demonstrable fact or truth. The
utmost importance of  truth or
fact is apparent as given in my
example.
The perilous perniciousness

of  clinging to “alternate facts”
or the unmitigated and unrelent-
ing assault on the First Amend-
ment right of  a free press by the

egregious and derisive term
“fake news” seems to me self-evi-
dent as to how fragile truth and
fact can become in the wrong
hands. The aspirations of  a nar-
cissistic megalomaniac who
would be king or the rantings of
a bloviating, porcine windbag
snollygoster of  mendacity, just
two examples.
Please, by all means, express

your opinion, but don’t let the
perfidy of  thought corrupt the
faithfulness of  truth or the
trustworthiness of  fact.
Michael Kinser
Portland

Opinions should not corrupt truth

By ELI LAKE
Bloomberg Opinion
President Joe Biden has

promised a foreign policy
that aligns America’s
power with its values. The
crisis in the former Soviet
republic of  Georgia is the
administration’s first test
of  that principle, and so far
it is failing.
Long-simmering ten-

sions between the ruling
Georgian Dream Party and
a coalition of  opposition
parties boiled over on Tues-
day when authorities
arrested the leader of  the
largest opposition faction,
Nika Melia. It was a show
of  force that saw hundreds
of  police officers raid party
headquarters in Tbilisi.
That arrest was a direct

provocation. Melia had
been charged with organiz-
ing a riot in 2019, when he
participated in civil demon-
strations in Tbilisi. But far
more protesters were
injured on that day because
of  the overreaction of  secu-
rity forces. Thus far none
of  the security forces — or
those who ordered them to
disperse the crowd — have
been charged. So controver-
sial was Melia’s arrest that
last week the Georgian
Dream prime minister
resigned at the prospect of
arresting Melia, saying it
would “endanger the future
of  Georgia’s democratic
and economic develop-
ment.”
A crisis such as this

demands both stern words
from the U.S. and a plan to
punish the ruling govern-
ment. Georgia is not a bas-
ket case. While it has back-
slid from democracy in
recent years, the country
still has a vibrant opposi-
tion and a largely free
media.
And the Biden adminis-

tration has leverage
because the U.S. continues
to provide substantial aid
to Georgia. From 2010 to
2019, U.S. non-military
assistance to Georgia aver-
aged about $64 million per
year. The U.S. provided
nearly $265 million in mili-
tary aid to Georgia in this
same period.
And yet the first response

from the State Department
was tepid. Spokesman Ned
Price on Tuesday con-
demned Melia’s arrest, but
then said: “We, again, call
on all parties to exercise
restraint and to avoid any
actions or rhetoric that
could escalate tensions or
result in violence.”
This sends a dangerous

message, suggesting that
both sides are responsible
for the current crisis. This
is simply not true. Geor-
gia’s opposition parties are
refusing to be seated in the
new parliament because
there are still serious ques-
tions about the October
elections. Meanwhile,
despite an agreement
reached last March, the
government has opened

new politicized cases
against opposition leaders.
Giga Bokeria, a leader of

a smaller opposition party,
European Georgia, told me
that the U.S. and Europe
should support calls from
the opposition for a new
election and take a hard
line against the govern-
ment for breaching the ear-
lier agreement on politi-
cized prosecutions from
March.
Another problem with

the U.S.’s initial response is
that it fails to hold the
founder of  Georgia’s ruling
party and its wealthiest cit-
izen, Bidzina Ivanishvili,
accountable for his role in
the crisis. If  Europe and
the U.S. are satisfied with
releasing Melia from
prison, but say nothing
about abuses in the October
election, then the regime
essentially has an incentive
to take more hostages.
At the very least, the U.S.

should begin the process of
accounting for Ivanishvili’s
substantial overseas
wealth. Even though the
notoriously reclusive Ivan-
ishvili announced last
month that he was resign-
ing as chairman of  the
Georgian Dream Party,
most observers still believe
that he calls the shots. If  he
credibly fears the U.S. gov-
ernment can complicate
the management of  his for-
tune, he may reassess his
strategy of  attempting to
snuff  out the remnants of
his political opposition.
This was a step Biden’s

predecessor never took in
Georgia. If  Biden wants to
make good on his promise
that America is back as a
global leader, he cannot be
neutral in the battle for
Georgia’s democratic soul.

••••••••••
Lake is a Bloomberg

Opinion columnist covering
national security and for-
eign policy.

Georgia presents
Biden’s 1st crisis

By MICHAEL J. HICKS
I’ve spent several days over the past

month providing economic forecasts
on Zoom. In this pandemic year, I
gave a forecast for the five states of
the Great Lakes region and seven
metro areas. This is a broad set of
forecasts, but the pandemic makes
the forecast easier to explain. The evi-
dence is very clear that the disease
caused a sharp, historically unprece-
dented decline in economic activity
before any state took action to slow
the virus’s spread.
The states that are recovering bet-

ter today are not those with the light-
est government action, but those who
suffered the least spread of  the virus.
I don’t yet know if  it was government
action or luck that reduced spread;
that’s the work of  epidemiologists.
Still, the economic evidence is over-
whelming. It was always the virus
that caused the recession.
The looming universal availability

of  the vaccine means that we face a
potential end to the pandemic. So, the
real start of  the recovery is in the
hands of  vaccine distributors, not
economic policymakers.
Viewers of  my forecast asked many

questions, but two dominated every
presentation. These were, quite pre-
dictably, concerning the size of  the
federal debt and the long-term conse-
quences of  COVID. These are big
questions, worth answering.
The U.S. federal government debt

rose faster and higher under Mr.
Trump’s presidency than in any time
in history. It is now at 125 percent of
annual U.S. Gross Domestic Product.
That’s not far off  the European
Union’s or UK’s debt level, and less
than half  that of  Japan’s. China is
very deeply indebted, but the level
masked its debt through state-owned
enterprises and local governments
that are really extensions of  the cen-
tral government.
The size of  the debt isn’t the big

worry; it is the repayment costs that
matter. Our debt is almost exclusively
issued as bonds, which are then
bought and sold on financial markets.
If  buyers lose confidence in our abili-
ty or willingness to repay these
bonds, they’ll demand a higher inter-
est rate. In that way, it is like any
lender and borrower arrangement.
Right now, 6-month U.S. Bonds are

selling at an interest rate of  0.05 per-
cent. In other words, buyers are so

eager to own these bonds that they
are willing to receive a negative inter-
est rate after adjusting for inflation.
As long as borrowers are willing to
pay us to lend them money, we should
be pleased to take on more debt.
Obviously, this happy circum-

stance is temporary. Interest rates
will rise, and as they do, a higher pro-
portion of  our annual tax revenues
will be dedicated to servicing that
debt. We should worry about our debt
situation before that happens. I am
sure Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen
is considering every way possible to
issue long-term debt at low rates.
I have been a critic of  government

debt all my adult life, but today it is
among our least pressing concerns.
That will change, but we have time to
adjust. To be fair, we probably will
not. With both political parties hav-
ing wholly abandoned fiscal conser-
vatism as a guiding principle, I expect
it’ll take a crisis for us to react. That
is at least years away.
The second question about long-

term COVID changes mostly involved
the location decisions of  businesses
and families. Today, 23 percent of  all
workers and nearly three out of  four
office workers are still working
remotely. The technology and work-
place requirements of  a vast home
workforce have accelerated by
decades. Commercial office space val-
ues and family choices about where
to live are about to undergo major
changes.
Indianapolis firm Salesforce

announced that most workers will
not return to offices. No doubt this
will affect other businesses and gov-
ernment operations. If  a business can
sustain productivity, it is far less
expensive to permit employees to
work at home. I would not be sur-
prised if  one out of  five workers
nationwide work at least part-time at
home after the pandemic subsides.
The location decisions of  families

change with home-based work. Even
if  workers must be in the office one
day per week, the opportunity to live

farther from the office will be allur-
ing. This likely means less densely
populated urban centers. However,
easing the daily commute will not
necessarily cause metropolitan
places to shrink. In contrast, less con-
gestion and a broader geographic
choice of  residences could swell
metro areas. I’d expect demand for
housing in the outer fringe of  metro
places to rise, as workers relocate
away from the city core, but close
enough for that weekly commute.
The aftermath of  COVID will ease

the need to be proximal to a city cen-
ter, and that means workers will sub-
stitute other preferences in their loca-
tion choices. Those are certain to be
related to higher quality of  life. Chief
among the factors that determine
higher quality of  life are the quality
of  local public services, particularly
public schools. Right behind that are
safe neighborhoods and other factors
that attracted people before COVID.
So, if  your community had good

schools (ranked A or a high B), safe
neighborhoods, access to trails and
are still within an easy drive to a
large metropolitan center, you should
expect faster growth. That’s a good
thing for places like Shelbyville,
Kokomo or Daleville.
But, if  you do not have high-quality

schools, then your prospects are no
better than they were before COVID,
and may well be worse. Municipal
areas near an urban core with below-
average schools expect declining pop-
ulation as families relocate to more-
attractive places.
This means the geography of  large

metropolitan areas will expand over
the next decade, perhaps much faster
than anticipated. COVID has not
changed Americans’ preferences; it
has changed their ability to act on
those preferences. This means that
municipal governments that were
successful in making their communi-
ties more attractive to residents may
well see accelerated growth over the
coming decade. Those that did not
will surely experience accelerated
declines.

••••••••••
Hicks is the director of  the Center for

Business and Economic Research and
the George and Frances Ball distin-
guished professor of  economics in the
Miller College of  Business at Ball
State University. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.
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Escaped
NEW CASTLE, Ind.

— One of  two inmates
who escaped from an
eastern Indiana jail
remains, authorities
said.
Jacob Dean Van-

pelt, 26, escaped from
the Henry County Jail
around 9:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Sheriff ’s
Maj. Jay Davis said.
The other escapee,

Blake Adrian Michael
Tutrow, 21, was cap-
tured at a nearby
apartment complex.
Davis said.
The inmates

escaped through an
unsecured door while
a security check was
being conducted, he
said.
—Associated Press

Finalized
WASHINGTON —

The Federal Commu-
nications Commis-
sion late Thursday
finalized a $3.2 billion
program that will pro-
vide a monthly dis-
count to millions of
cash-starved Ameri-
cans struggling to pay
their Internet bills —
the country’s most
ambitious effort yet to
close the digital
divide amid the coron-
avirus pandemic.
The first-of-its-kind

emergency program
aims to support fami-
lies who are at or near
the poverty line,
workers who have
recently lost their
jobs, and students
who receive some fed-
eral assistance to sub-
sidize their higher-
education costs. Many
of  these Americans
will see their Internet
bills reduced by as
much as $50 a month
in credits paid to their
Internet service
providers, and resi-
dents of  tribal areas
are eligible for even
larger discounts.
—Washington Post

Damaged
DUBAI, United

Arab Emirates — An
explosion struck an
Israeli-owned cargo
ship sailing out of  the
Middle East today, an
unexplained blast
renewing concerns
about ship security
amid escalating ten-
sions between the U.S.
and Iran.
The crew and vessel

were safe, according
to the United King-
dom Maritime Trade
Operations, which is
run by the British
navy. The explosion
forced the vessel to
head to the nearest
port.
The site of  the blast,

the Gulf  of  Oman,
saw a series of  explo-
sions in 2019 that the
U.S. Navy blamed on
Iran against the back-
drop of  steeply rising
threats between for-
mer President Donald
Trump and Iranian
leaders. Tehran
denied the accusa-
tions, which came
after Trump aban-
doned Tehran’s 2015
nuclear deal with
world powers and
reimposed harsh sanc-
tions on the country.
—Associated Press

In review

Continued from page 1
She worked as a 911 operator in

the county for 15 years prior.
She’s also been the prepared-

ness coordinator at Jay County
Health Department for eight
years.
Ooten, who previously held the

director role for about two years,
is now working as an emergency
medical technician with Jay
Emergency Medical Service. She

explained she wanted to return
to a more hands-on job.
“I enjoy all aspects of  public

safety, really,” she said. “But I
really found my love for being
with patients in the EMS …
being there for (patients) in their
worst time, that’s kinda what
drives me personally …”
Blakely’s familiarity with the

role made the transition go
smoothly, Ooten continued.

Her time as a 911 operator,
including several years as assis-
tant director, helped Blakely to
establish the relationships she
now uses regularly. She also
learned how to manage a budget
and payroll while working at the
sheriff ’s business office.
Something she recalls about

working in the 911 department
is how often residents would call
asking about the weather.

Before, she would recommend
those individuals to other
sources. Now, she’s the one mak-
ing decisions and posting online
about weather and disaster
information.
Local residents curious about

natural disaster procedures or
weather conditions can check
the Jay County Emergency Man-
agement Facebook page or call
(260) 726-6908.

Leader ...

Continued from page 1
Ryan A. Clark to

Windgate Properties LLC,
tax title deed — Lot 6, Sulli-
van George Addition,
Dunkirk
John C. Turner to Ray-

mond Castillo, quit claim
deed –– Lot 19, Votaws West
Addition, Portland
Credit Suisse First

Boston Mortgage Securi-
ties Corporation, Home
Equity Asset Trust, Home
Equity Pass-Through Cer-
tificates and U.S. Bank

National Association to
Gilberto C. Montes-
Sarmiento and Cinthia P.
Mendez-Sandoval, warran-
ty deed — Lot 46, south
Portland
Madison R. Valentine to

Alden H. Glessner, warran-
ty deed — Part of  Lot 1,
Railroad Addition,
Dunkirk
Bernard E. Rupe Jr.

(deceased) and Heidi M.
Rupe to Heidi M. Rupe,
deed affidavit — Part of  Lot
78, south Portland

Deeds

By ALAN FRAM
Associated Press
WASHINGTON —

Democrats are ready to
shove a $1.9 trillion COVID-
19 relief  package through
the House today, despite a
setback that means a mini-
mum wage boost is unlike-
ly to be in the final version.
A near party-line vote

seemed certain on the
measure, Biden’s first
crack at his initial legisla-
tive goal of  acting decisive-
ly against the pandemic. 

The bill would provide
millions of  people with
$1,400 direct payments. It
contains billions of  dollars
for vaccines and COVID-19
testing, schools, state and
local governments, the ail-
ing restaurant and airline
industries and emergency
jobless benefits.
Republicans oppose the

sweeping measure, saying
it’s too expensive and not
targeted enough at the peo-
ple and businesses that
most need it. 

Minimum wage
bump is a no-go

By QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA,
LOLITA C. BALDOR,
and ROBERT BURNS 
Associated Press
BAGHDAD — A U.S. airstrike

in Syria targeted facilities belong-
ing to a powerful Iranian-backed
Iraqi armed group, killing one of
their militiamen and wounding a
number of  others, an Iraqi mili-
tia official said today.
The Pentagon said the strikes

were retaliation for a rocket
attack in Iraq earlier this month
that killed one civilian contrac-
tor and wounded a U.S. service
member and other coalition
troops.
The Iraqi militia official told

The Associated Press that the
strikes against the Kataeb
Hezbollah, or Hezbollah
Brigades, hit an area along the
border between the Syrian site of
Boukamal facing Qaim on the
Iraqi side. He spoke on condition
of  anonymity because he was not
authorized to speak of  the attack.
Syria war monitoring groups
said the strikes hit trucks mov-
ing weapons to a base for Iranian-
backed militias in Boukamal.
“I’m confident in the target

that we went after, we know what
we hit,” Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin told reporters flying with
him from California to Washing-
ton, shortly after the airstrikes

which were carried out Thurs-
day evening Eastern Standard
Time.
The airstrike was the first mil-

itary action undertaken by the
Biden administration, which in
its first weeks has emphasized its
intent to put more focus on the
challenges posed by China, even
as Mideast threats persist.
Biden’s decision to attack in
Syria did not appear to signal an
intention to widen U.S. military
involvement in the region but
rather to demonstrate a will to
defend U.S. troops in Iraq.
The U.S. has in the past target-

ed facilities in Syria belonging to
Kataeb Hezbollah, which it has

blamed for numerous attacks tar-
geting U.S. personnel and inter-
ests in Iraq. The Iraqi Kataeb is
separate from the Lebanese
Hezbollah movement.
The Syrian Observatory for

Human Rights, a Britain-based
group that monitors the war in
Syria, said the strikes targeted a
shipment of  weapons that were
being taken by trucks entering
Syrian territories from Iraq. The
group said 22 fighters from the
Popular Mobilization Forces, an
Iraqi umbrella group of  mostly
Shiite paramilitaries that
includes Kataeb Hezbollah, were
killed. The report could not be
independently verified.

Defense Secretary Austin said
he was “confident” the U.S. had
hit back at the “the same Shia
militants that conducted the
strikes,” referring to a Feb. 15
rocket attack in northern Iraq
that killed one civilian contrac-
tor and wounded a U.S. service
member and other coalition per-
sonnel.
Austin said he had recom-

mended the action to President
Joe Biden.
“We said a number of  times

that we will respond on our time-
line,” Austin said. “We wanted to
be sure of  the connectivity and
we wanted to be sure that we had
the right targets.”

U.S. strikes facilities in Syria

Taking
priority

Mexican troops
secure the coronavirus
vaccination site in San
Pedro el Alto. The
government of
President Andrés
Manuel López Obrador
is prioritizing the
country’s poorest
citizens, using the
vaccine as a kind of
reparation for years of
marginalization.

Washington Post/Kevin Sieff
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30 LOST, STRAYED
AND FOUND

STATEWIDE
40 NOTICES

STATEDE

STATEWIDE
60 SERVICES

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The

Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 

“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Fleece
Blankets, Appliqué, Zip-
pers, Hemming, Memory
T-Shirt, Special Orders
260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibition
Hall, Jay County Fair-
grounds, Portland, IN
Saturday, February 27th,

2021
10:00am

Household Goods-Old &
Collectors Items;  Hover
Round mobility cart;

Jazzy mobility cart; Oak
4 drawer dresser w/mir-
ror, 4 drawer marble top
commode; 4 piece bed-
room suite; 3 cushion
sofa; Bavaria 4 place
setting china; Samsung
flat screen TV; 2 Lazboy
recliners; Camel lighters,
presser cooker;  West-
ern Flyer wagon; crock
pots; Coke crates; cast
iron skillets-Wagoner;
Quality Pro 20 hp 46”
deck riding mower; John
Deere 5.5 hp 21” electric
start push mower;

Poulan 4 1/2 hp mower;
1 1/2 ton floor jack; work
bench; ventless gas wall
heater; and many other

items not listed.
Auctioneers Note:  This
is only a partial listing of
the items to be sold.
Please note that we will
be running 2 rings dur-
ing a portion of the day.  
It is recommended you
follow COVID-19 guide-
lines by wearing a facial
mask and social distanc-

ing
Bye Family 
Loy Auction
AU31600027
260-726-2700
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Troy Foust AU19800068
PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, March 13,

2021 11:00 am 40 Acres
on St. Rt. 49 Rockford,

OH  
Auction to be conducted
at 9920 St. Rt. 49 Chat-
tanooga, OH next to the
Chattanooga Fire

House.
This Real Estate Parcel
of real estate contains
40 acres more or less
with 39.4610 acres till-
able and 0.0830 acres of
woods, the farm has
average tilling.  

Terms on real estate:
$30,000 down day of
auction, balance at clos-
ing within 30 days.  The
Real estate will selling
with no contingencies.
Possession to be the
day of auction.  The

taxes and assessments
will be prorated to the

day of closing.
Note: Contact the auc-
tioneers, Frank Arling or
Brandon Arling for infor-

mation packet.
Owner:  Paul E. Wrenn
Jr. & Burt Worthing

Trust, Lisa Harper Suc-
cessor  Trustee for Paul

E. Wrenn Jr.
Terms:  Any statements
made day of sale super-
sedes prior statements
or advertisements, not
responsible for acci-
dents.  Portions of this
auction may be record-
ed.  Auctioneer licensed
by the State of Ohio.
Licebsed Real Estate
Agent in Ohio.  Go to

our website at
www.arling-evers.com or

auctionzip.com
Frank (Wills) Arling-

Osgood, OH
419-582-3801 or 937-

670-6886
Brandon Arling-Maria

Stein, OH
567-644-4851

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

Local Agent

260-418-9492

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Hi and Lois

Agnes

Rose is Rose

Peanuts

SPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

Beetle Bailey

Snuffy Smith

Blondie

Funky Winkerbean
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, February 27th

10:00 pm
4-H Building, at Jay Co.
Fairgrounds Portland, IN
Alsip Auctioneering will
be selling the estate of
Morris Alsip due to a
sudden illness.  Our

intent was to hire a third
party auction service
because of the personal
nature of the sale.  How-
ever, I know my father
would want me to han-
dle this for him.  I

became an auctioneer at
the age of 20 and he
has been by my side
every step of the way. 
I want to thank the Auc-
tioneers and the ones
who have asked to help
with set up.  The weath-
er is making set up more
difficult so pictures will
be added on a day to
day basis prior to the

sale. 
We have a large amount
of Antique smalls includ-
ing Jewelry, Silver and
Gold , Advertising Signs,
Furniture, Toys, Guns
and a lifetime of tools.
There is also a car

hauler trailer and a corn
pellet stove.   We are
not sure what we will
find and this is just a

start to the listing.  Make
sure to check back for
updates.  This will be a
great sale we hope you

can attend.
Terms Cash, good

checks, and credit cards
(3% Service Fee)
Maurice Alsip Estate
Chad Alsip, Auctioneer

AU19400112
Terry Drake, Auctioneer

AU10600020
Chad Briker, Auctioneer-

AU11600027
All Statements made
day of the auction take
precendent over any
written materials.  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Located on 100
S between S Knox Rd &
Hwy1, South Side (Half
a mile west of Hy 1 on

100 S)
Monday, March 8, 2021

Time 4:30 pm
Real Estate:  55 acres
located on section 26 of
Knox Twp., Jay County,
Indiana.  Practically all
tillable with frontage on
CR 100 S.  Farm sells

on site.
Terms on Real Estate:
Cash with 10% non-
refundable deposit day
of auction.  Balance due
at closing.  Sale not sub-
ject to buyer obtaining
financing.   Arrange

financing if needed prior
to auction.  Final sale
subject to owner confir-

mation.
Owner Larry Denney &

Others
Statements made sale
day take precedence
over written ad.

Shawver Auctioneering
& Real Estate
AC31800004 

Visit
www.auctionzip.com &
www.auctionsoft.com for

pictures. Pete D.
Shawver AU19700040 

260-726-5587 
Zane Shawver
AU10500168 
260-729-2229 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 3413 W 100 S,

Portland, IN
Saturday, March 6, 2021

10:00am
7+ acres w/4brm, 1

1/2ba, ranch style home. 
2011 Lincoln MKX, 1999
Dodge 1500 Laramie
SLT, 1978 Dodge PW-
250 JD Z-930M, 3010NF
diesel non-running,42
pull-type combine; 2005
Polaris; EZ-Go golf cart;
skid steer; 6x10 trailer.
Bush Hog; power wash-
er; 5500watt generator;
welder; PTO seeder;

wrenches shop tools; log
chains; 3-wheel bike.
Wood washing tub;
30gal cast iron kettle,
dinner bell; mantle
clocks; furniture; 5gal
crock; lamps; mirrors;
dresser; twin bed; end
tables; gun safe; wash-
er/dryer; upright freezer;
kitchen smalls; much

more.
Dick Haffner Trust
Mike Haffner, Trustee
Shawver Auctioneering

& Real Estate
AC31800004

Visit
www.auctionzip.com &
www.auctionsoft.com
Auctioneer ID #4243 To

See Pictures.
Pete D. Shawver
AU19700040
260-726-5587
Zane Shawver
AU10500168
260-729-2229 

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial

Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 
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  Public Notice
Jackson Township, Jay County, Indiana

Cash and Investments Combined Statement - 2020
Beg. Cash End Cash

Local Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.
Fund Name Jan 1, 2020 Receipts Disbursements Dec 31, 2020

Number
01 Township General Fund $24,698.41 $19,138.35 $22,229.33 $21,607.43
11 Firefighting Fund $4,973.29 $16,493.60 $15,600.00 $5,866.89
01 Ralny Day Fund $3,078.23 $0.00 $0.00 $3,078.23
81 Township Assistance Fund $40,655.20 $987.43 $1,990,92 $30,551.71
91 Levy Excess Fund $8.73 $0.00 $0.00 $8.73
95 Payroll Withholdings Fund $0.00 $1,032.68 $1,032.68 $0.00

Total All Funds $73,313.86 $37,652.06 $40,852.93 $79,112.99
Jackson Township, Jay County, Indiana

Detailed Receipts 2020
Governmental Activities

Township General Fund General Property Taxes $16,272.04
Local Income Tax (LIT) for Levy Freeze $1,921.50
Vehicle/Aircraft Excise Tax Distribution $932.40
Earnings on Investments and Deposits $12.41

Total Township General Fund $19,138.35
Firefighting Fund General Property Taxes $8,031.71

County Adjusted Grass Income Tax (CAGIT) 
Property Tax Replac $1,453.00
Local Income Tax (LIT) for Levy Freeze $682.50
Vehicle/Aircraft Excise Tax Distribution $453.39
Local Income Tax (LIT) Certified Shares $5,873.00

Total Firefighting Fund $16,493.60
Township Assistance Fund General Property Taxes $938.78

Vehicle/Aircraft Excise Tax Distribution $48.65
Total Township case Fund $987.43

Payroll withholdings Fund Payroll Fund and Clearing Account receipts $1,032.68
Total Payroll Withholdings Fund $1,032.68
Jackson Township, Jay County, Indiana     

Disbursements by Vendor 2020       
Fund /Category/Vendor Name Amount   

Township General Fund
Personal Services

Pinkerton,Rex A $7,350.00
Pinkerton,Catherine M $3,750.00
US Department of Treasury $1,032.84
Rigby, Terry $800.00
Houser,Richard $800.00
Caster,Matt $800.00

Township General Fund
Supplies

Pinkerton,Rex A $496,43
Postmaster $65.00

Township General Fund
Services and Charges

Coldren, Frantz, and Sprunger $100.00
Indiana Township Association $160.00
Garner Tax Service $100.00
Pinkerton,Rex A $1,918.99
Graphic Printing $196.07
Jay County Treasurer $60.00
Micro Spectrum $700.00
CNA Surely Direct Bill $120.00
Michael Landers $2,200.00
Kenneth Moser  $1,600.00
Township General Fund $22,220. 33

Firefighting Fund
Services and Charges

Bryant Volunteer Fira Dept. $7,800.00
Pennville Volunteer Fire Dept. $7,800.00
Firefighting Fund $15,600.00

Township Assistance Fund
Township Assistance

Linda Athan $600.00
Apache Propane $382.02
Indiana Michigan Power $1,008.00
Township Assistance Fund $1,990.92

Payroll Withholding Fund
Other Disbursements

US Department of Treasury $1,032.68
Payroll Withholdings Fund $1,032.68

State of Indiana
SS: Jay County
I, Rex A. Pinkerton, Trustee of Jackson Township, Jay County, Indiana, do solemnly affirm under the
penalty of perjury that the preceding report is complete, true and correct; that the sum with which I
am charged in this report are all of the sums received by me; and that the various items of expenditures
credited have been fully paid in the sums stated; that such payments were made without express or
implied agreement that any portion thereof shall be retained by or repaid to me or any other person.
I further affirm that a complete and detailed annual report, together with all accompanying vouchers
showing the names of persons having been paid money by the township, have been filed as required
by law in the office of the County Auditor, and that copies of such annual report are in custody of the
Township Board and the State Board of Accounts.  Said report is subject to inspection by any taxpayer
of the township.
Rex A. Pinkerton, Jackson Township Trustee
Telephone: 260-731-4311
Date this report was to be published 2-26-2021
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, the Chairman of the Township Board of Jackson
Township at its annual meeting this 22nd day of February, 2021
Terry L. Rigsby, Jackson Township Board Chairman
This report was received, accepted, and approved by the Township Board at its annual meeting, this
22nd day of February, 2021.
Jackson Township Board:
Richard Houser
Matt A. Caster
CR-2-26-2021-HSPAXLP

  Public Notice
Madison Township, Jay County, Indiana

Cash and Investments Combined Statement - 2020
Beg. Cash End Cash

Local Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.
Fund Name Jan 1, 2020 Receipts Disbursements Dec 31, 2020

Number
Governmental Activities

01 Withholding $438.00 $0.00 $0.00 $438.00
1 Cumulative Fire $60,765.60 $9,015.57 $30,000.00 $39,781.17
2 Fire Fighting $39,598.44 $7,613.57 $5,391.00 $41,821.01
3 Levy Excess $67.00 $0.00 $0.00 $67.00
4 Rainy Day $3,630.52 $0.00 $0.00 $3,630.52
5 Township $18,066.94 $11 ,115.54 $8,108.81 $21,073.67
6 Township Assistance $14,966.11 $2,133.70 $660.62 $16,439.19

Total All Funds $137,532.61 $29,878.38 $44,160.43 $123,250.56
Madison Township, Jay County, Indiana

Disbursements by Vendor 2020       
Fund /Category/Vendor Name Amount  
Governmental Activities

Cumulative Fire
Capital Outlays

Salamonia FVD $30,000.00
Cumulative Fire $30,000.00

Fire Fighting
Services and Charges

Salamonia VFD $5,391.00
Fire Fighting $5,391.00

Township
Personal Services

Scott Hilfiker $3,750.00
Kelli Hilfiker $1,000.00
Patti Starr $325.00
Charlene Theurer $325.00
Greg Shreeve $325.00

Township
Services and Charges

Kunkle Bros $500.00
Scott Hilfiker $365.00
CNA Surety $120.00
Graphic Printing Ca $241.98
Coldren & Frantz $100.00
Scott Hilfiker $618.90

Township
Other Disbursements

US Treasury 940 Tax $437.93
Township $8,108.81

Township Assistance
Township Assistance

Indiana Mich Power $261.74
Ferrelgas $398.88
Township Assistance $660.62

Madison Township, Jay County, Indiana     
Detailed Receipts 2020

Cumulative Fire General Property Taxes $7,992.24
Vehicle/Aircraft Excise Tax Distribution $351.28
Commercial Vehicle Excise Tax Distribution (CVET) $27.00
Sale of Investments $27,775.07
Earnings on Investments and Deposits $645.05

Total Cumulative Fire $36,790.64
Fire Fighting General Property Taxes $4,636.39

County Adjusted Gross Income Tax (CAGIT) 
Certified Shares $2,332.94
Local Income Tax (LIT) for Levy Freeze $406.00
Vehicle/Aircraft Excise Tax Distribution $221.24
Commercial Vehicle Excise Tax Distribution (CVET) $17.00
Sale of Investments $29,153.34

Total Fire Fighting $36,766.91
Township General Property Taxes $6,320.70

County Adjusted Gross Income Tax 
(CAGIT) Certified Shares $2.333.06
County Adjusted Gross Income Tax 
(CAGIT) Property Tax Replac $1,154.00
Local Income Tax (LIT) for Levy Freeze $876.00
Vehicle/Aircraft Excise Tax Distribution $355.67
Commercial Vehicle Excise Tax Distribution (CVET) $76.11
Sale of Investments $10.186.31
Total Township $21,301.85

Township Assistance General Property Taxes $1,981.11
Vehicle/Aircraft Excise Tax Distribution $97.64
Commercial Vehicle Excise Tax Distribution (CVET) $20.89
Earnings on Investments and Deposits $34.06
Total Township Assistance $2,133.70

State of Indiana
SS: Jay County
I, Scott Hilfiker, Trustee of Madison Township, Jay County, Indiana, do solemnly affirm under the
penalty of perjury that the preceding report is complete, true and correct; that the sum with which I
am charged in this report are all of the sums received by me; and that the various items of expenditures
credited have been fully paid in the sums stated; that such payments were made without express or
implied agreement that any portion thereof shall be retained by or repaid to me or any other person.
I further affirm that a complete and detailed annual report, together with all accompanying vouchers
showing the names of persons having been paid money by the township, have been filed as required
by law in the office of the County Auditor, and that copies of such annual report are in custody of the
Township Board and the State Board of Accounts.  Said report is subject to inspection by any taxpayer
of the township.
Scott Hilfiker, Madison Township Trustee
Telephone:260-726-5135
Date this report was to be published Februrary 26, 2021
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, the Chairman of the Township Board of Madison
Township at its annual meeting this 20th day of February, 2021
Patty Starr, Madison Township Board Chairman
This report was received, accepted, and approved by the Township Board at its annual meeting, this
20th day of February, 2021.
Madison Township Board:
Patty Starr
Charlene Theurer
Greg Shreeve
CR-2-26-2021HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEAR-
ING ON PROPOSED STORM

WATER RATES 
FOR THE CITY OF

DUNKIRK, INDIANA 
Property owners within the

City of Dunkirk, Indiana
(“City”), are hereby notified that
the Common Council for the
City has introduced proposed
Ordinance No. 2021-15 (“Ordi-
nance”), which establishes a
storm water utility and rate for
user fees for those parcels of
property located within the
City's municipal limits.  The
Board will hold a public hear-
ing on Monday, March 8, 2021, at
7:00 p.m., local time, at City Hall,
131 S Main St., Dunkirk, IN
47336, in order to receive public
input on the Ordinance and
may consider adoption thereof
at such time.  For further infor-
mation regarding the proposed
Ordinance, please contact City
Hall at 765-768-6565.  The initial
storm water rates, which are
more fully set forth in the Ordi-
nance, are as follows:  

CITY OF DUNKIRK, 
INDIANA

CREATION OF A STORM WA-
TER UTILITY AND SCHED-
ULE OF STORM WATER

RATES
ORDINANCE NO. 2021-15
53.08 STORM WATER
UTILITY USER FEE; 

SCHEDULE OF RATES
The Department shall assess a
$10.00 monthly fee (per parcel)
for each parcel that is assessed
or is primarily used for resi-
dential, non-residential, agri-
cultural or non-agricultural
purposes (e.g. residential, com-
mercial or industrial).  The fees
set forth in this Ordinance shall
apply to all parcels within the
City Storm Water District and
such fees shall be on a per par-
cel basis. 
At the March 8, 2021 meeting of
the Common Council and prior
to final adoption of the Ordi-
nance, any property owners or
other party interested in the
proceedings may appear and be
heard concerning the proposed
rates.  The hearing may be ad-
journed, if necessary.  A com-
plete copy of the Ordinance
may be reviewed at the City
Hall located at 131 South Main
Street, Dunkirk, IN 47336.      
BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR

THE DEPARTMENT OF
STORM WATER MANAGE-
MENT OF DUNKIRK, INDI-

ANA
Tina Elliott, Clerk-Treasurer

February 26, 2021
CR 2-26-2021HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL ES-
TATE

AND ALL INTERESTED
PARTIES

By virtue of a certified copy of Decree of Foreclosure to me directed
from the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Jay County, Indiana, in Cause
No. 38CI-201O-MF-000012 wherein The Farmers & Merchants State
Bank is Plaintiff, and Gerald L. LeMaster and Markie D. LeMaster
are the Defendants, requiring me to make the sum as provided for
in said Decree with interest and costs, I will expose at public sale
to the highest bidder on the 11th day of March, 2021 at the hour of
10:00 a.m. of said day at the Jay County Sheriff's Department, the fee
simple of the whole body of Real Estate in Jay County, Indiana:

A PART OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF THE SOUTH-
WEST QUARTER OF SECTION 21, TOWNSHIP 22 NORTH,
RANGE 15 EAST, SECOND PRINCIPLE MERIDIAN MADISON
TOWNSHIP, JAY COUNTY, INDIANA; COMMENCING AT A
CORNERSTONE AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE
SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 21, TOWNSHIP 22
NORTH, RANGE 15 EAST; THENCE NORTH ALONG THE
WEST LINE OF SAID SOUTHWEST QUARTER A DISTANCE
OF FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY THREE AND THIRTY-FIVE
ONE HUNDREDTHS (423.35) FEET TO THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING; THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 03 MINUTES 25
SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID WEST
LINE A DISTANCE OF TWO HUNDRED FIFTY-SEVEN AND
NINETEEN ONE HUNDREDTHS (257.19) FEET; THENCE
SOUTH 86 DEGREES 29 MINUTES 15 SECONDS EAST A DIS-
TANCE OF TWO HUNDRED TWELVE AND TEN ONE HUN-
DREDTHS (212.10) FEET; THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 03
MINUTES 25 SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF TWO HUN-
DRED FIFTY-SEVEN AND NINETEEN ONE HUNDREDTHS
(257.19) FEET; THENCE NORTH 86 DEGREES 29 MINUTES 15
SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF TWO HUNDRED TWELVE
AND TEN ONE HUNDREDTHS (212.10) FEET TO THE PLACE
OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING 1.25 ACRES, MORE OR LESS
Parcel No. 38- 12-2 1-300-0 17.000-026
6897 South 600 East
Portland, IN 47371
Street Address of Property
The Sheriff's Department does not warrant the accuracy of the
street address published herein.

Together with rents, issues, income and profits thereof, said sale
will be made without relief from valuation or appraisement laws.
All sales are subject to any first and prior liens, taxes and assess-
ments legally levied and assessed thereon. Neither the Sheriff nor
the Plaintiff in this case warrants either expressly or impliedly any
title, location or legal description of any real estate sold at the sale
. Any prospective bidder should obtain their own title evidence be-
fore making any bid on any properties subject to this sale.

Dwane Ford, Jay County Sheriff
Attorneys for Plaintiff

Thomas B. Trent
Rothberg Logan & Warsco, LLP

505 E. Washington Blvd.
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802

(260) 422-9454
CR 2-12,19,26-2021-HSPAXLP
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READ  THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

  THE CLASSIFIEDS
Find it - Buy It  -Sell It!

(260) 726-8141

Public Notice
The following will be sold

for charges: 
2467 E 200 N PORTLAND 
On 03/16/2021 @ 10:00 AM 

2005 MAZDA
JM1BK143951249900

$1,475.00 
2008 BUICK

2G4WC582681184053
$1,475.00 
2003 DODGE

1D4HS58N43F549120
$1,125.00

CR 2-26-20201-HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com



Continued from page 10
The Indians got within

two, 9-7, in the final two
minutes, but another
turnover and a missed 3-
pointer aided in Minster
(21-1) ending on a 5-0 run.
During the second quar-

ter, Kierra Wendel made a
jumper from the left elbow
to make it 17-11 nearly two
minutes in. But the Wildcat
defense flexed its muscles
again, all the while hitting
shots at the other end.
Ella Mescher drained a 3-

pointer from the left wing,
then Ivy Wolf  followed with
a step-back triple to make it
23-11. Mason Pohl added
two points before Mescher
and Wolf  both got easy bas-
kets on Tribe turnovers.
After Wendel’s basket, the
Indians committed six
turnovers and the Wildcats
ended the half  on a 14-2
run.
“We won a bunch of

deflections,” Wiss said.
“Through the first quarter
and a half, we had seven
defensive deflections. In the
last four minutes, we had
12. Those defensive deflec-
tions led to some easy ones
that really gave us a cush-
ion at halftime.”
Fort Recovery, which

trailed 31-13 and shot just 5-
of-13 (38.5%) at intermis-
sion, was able to get a little
bit of  offense going in the
third quarter as it
outscored Minster 10-7.
Wendel made a 3-pointer
from the left wing, while
Brenna Homan, Ali
Vaughn and Mara Pearson
had two points each.
Down 15 after three quar-

ters, the Indians never
managed to get closer than
a baker’s dozen during the
fourth and finished the
night with 21 turnovers.
“You have to be pretty

mentally tough to continue
to play in a game when they
don’t stop,” Gann said.
“(Minster) isn’t a team
that’s going to stop. This
isn’t a team that’s going to
pull their starters out. That
just wears on you.
“Early we were running

them hard (and) trying to
get them out for breaks. By
the end of  the game, play-
ing this pace and asking the
girls to play really aggres-
sive, we knew we were
eventually going to run out
of  steam. I think the fourth
quarter we just looked real-
ly tired.”
Wendel, Vaughn and

Pearson led the Indians,

who finished 12-for-31
(38.7%) from the field,  with
seven points apiece.
Wolf, the three-time MAC

player of  the year and

future Miami (Ohio) Red-
Hawk, had a game-high 18
points. Mescher con-
tributed 14 points for Min-
ster.

The Commercial Review
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No. 4 Minster Wildcats
vs. Fort Recovery Indians

Division IV district semifinal
at Wapakoneta

Girls varsity summary

Fort Recovery (16-7)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Homan 0-2 2-2 2
Fortkamp 2-6 1-2 5
KWendel 3-7 0-0 7
Vaughn 2-8 3-3 7
Rammel 1-2 0-0 2
Pearson 3-4 1-2 7
HWendel 0-0 0-0 0
Guggnbllr 1-2 0-0 2
AWendel 0-0 0-0 0
Alig 0-0 0-0 0
Totals 12-31 7-9 32

.387 .778

Minster 21-1
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Wolf 7-15 1-1 18
Hoying 4-10 0-0 9
Pohl 1-5 0-0 2
Mescher 6-12 0-0 14
Prenger 1-3 2-2 4
Heuker 0-3 0-0 0
BOldiges 0-1 0-0 0
Meiring 1-3 0-0 3
Lamm 0-0 0-0 0
Clune 0-0 0-0 0
Wiss 0-0 0-0 0
KOldiges 0-1 0-0 0
Niemeyer 0-0 0-0 0
Totals 20-53 3-3 50

.377 1.00

Score by quarters:
Fort Rec. 7 6 10 9 —32
Minster 14 17 7 12—50

3-point shooting: Fort Recovery 1-8
(KWendel 1-4, Homan 0-1, Fortkamp
0-1, Rammel 0-1, Guggenbiller 0-1).
Minster 7-21 (Wolf 3-7, Mescher 2-3,
Hoying 1-4, Meiring 1-2, Pohl 0-2,
Heuker 0-2, Prenger 0-1).

Rebounds: Fort Recovery 26
(Vaughn 8, Rammel 4, team 4,
Homan 3, KWendel 3, Fortkamp 2,
Pearson, Guggenbiller). Minster 28
(Wolf 6, Hoying 4, Mescher 4, team
4, Pohl 3, PRenger 3, BOldiges 2,
Meiring, KOldiges).

Assists: Fort Recovery 5 (Homan
2, KWendel 2, Vaughn). Minster 11
(Hoying 6, Wolf 3, Mescher, Prenger).

Blocks: Fort Recovery 2 (KWendel,
Vaughn). Minster 0.

Personal fouls: Fort Recovery 11
(Vaughn 3, Guggenbiller 3, Homan 2,
Fortkamp, Rammel, Pearson). Min-
ster 8 (Heuker 3, Mescher 2, Hoying,
Pohl, BOldiges).

Turnovers: Fort Recovery 21, Min-
ster 10.

Box score

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Boys basketball triple-
header vs. Bellmont – 6 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Boys basketball sec-

tional final at St. Henry – 7 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Gymnastics sectional

at Concordia – noon; Junior high
wrestling hosts Jay County Invitational –
9:30 p.m.

Monday
Jay County — Junior high wrestling at

Blackford – 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Boys basketball sec-

tional quarterfinal vs. Delta at New Cas-
tle – 7:30 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Boys basketball dis-

trict semifinal vs. TBA at Wapakoneta –
5:30 p.m.

Thursday
Jay County — Junior high swimming

at Bluffton – 6 p.m.

March 5
Jay County — Boys basketball sec-

tional semifinal vs. Burris at New Cas-
tle – 7 p.m. (TBD)
Fort Recovery — Boys basketball dis-

trict final at Wapakoneta – 7 p.m. (TBD)

TV schedule
Today

7 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:
Purdue at Penn State (FS1); Richmond at
St. Louis (ESPN2)
7:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Indiana

Pacers at Boston Celtics (ESPN/FSIN)
9 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

Nevada at Utah State (FS1); Georgia
State at South Alabama (ESPN2)
10 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Portland

Trail Blazers at Los Angeles Lakers
(ESPN)
11 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

UC Santa Barbara at UC Riverside
(ESPN2)

Saturday
Noon — Men’s College Basketball:

Texas at Texas Tech (CBS); Tennessee at
Auburn (ESPN); Georgetown at DePaul
(FS1)
2 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

Illinois at Wisconsin (ESPN); LSU at
Arkansas (ESPN2)
2:30 p.m. — Men’s College Basket-

ball: Marquette at UConn (FOX)
3 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

Oklahoma State at Oklahoma (ABC);
Washington at Arizona (CBS)
4 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

Kansas State at West Virginia (ESPN2);
Florida State at North Carolina (ESPN);
Florida at Kentucky (CBS)
5 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

Creighton at Xavier (FOX)
6 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

Louisville at Duke (ESPN)
7 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

Minnesota at Nebraska (BTN)
7 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Indiana

Pacers at New York Knicks (FSIN)
8 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

Baylor at Kansas (ESPN); USC at Utah
(ESPN2)
8:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Dallas

Mavericks at Brooklyn Nets (ABC) 
10 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

Loyola Marymount at Gonzaga (ESPN);
UCLA at Colorado (ESPN2); Oregon at
California (FS1)

Sunday
Noon — Men’s College Basketball:

Villanova at Butler (CBS)
1 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

Memphis at Cincinnati (ESPN)
2 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

Michigan State at Maryland (CBS)
3:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Los

Angeles Clippers at Milwaukee Bucks
(ABC)
4 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

Iowa at Ohio State (CBS)
7 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

Nevada at Utah State (FS1)
8 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Golden

State Warriors at Los Angeles Lakers
(ESPN)

Sports on tap

By LARRY LAGE
AP Sports Writer
EAST LANSING, Mich.

— Tom Izzo walked into
the locker room with fists
in the air and an ear-to-ear
grin on his face, welcom-
ing water getting doused
on him by Michigan
State’s players celebrating
what clearly was not just
another win.
Aaron Henry had 18

points to help the Spar-
tans improve their
chances of  making the
NCAA Tournament with a
71-67 win over No. 4 Ohio
State on Thursday night,
two days after Izzo’s team
beat No. 5 Illinois by nine
points.
The Hall of  Fame coach

led Michigan State to the
national championship in
2000, early in a string of  22
straight NCAA Tourna-
ments that includes eight
trips to the Final Four.
This year, though, it

looked as if  the Spartans
(13-9, 7-9 Big Ten) would
not make their usual
appearance in the NCAA
Tournament until their
recent surge with three
straight wins.
And that’s why Izzo had

no problem with the
postgame celebration.
“There would’ve been

days I would’ve chewed
them out for that,” he said.
Michigan State beat top-

five teams in consecutive
conference games for the
first time in program his-
tory.
The Spartans rallied

from a nine-point, second-
half  deficit against Ohio
State with Gabe Brown
finishing with 11 points
and Josh Langford mak-
ing key plays at both ends
of  the court.
The Buckeyes (18-6, 12-6)

closed the game without
coach Chris Holtmann,
who was ejected for argu-
ing with officials when he
was called for a second
technical foul with 1.4 sec-
onds left.

“I’m not going to talk
specifically about the offi-
ciating,” Holtmann said.
Ohio State’s E.J. Liddell

had 18 points on 4 of  13
shooting and Duane
Washington scored 17 on
7 of  16 shooting.
“We had trouble finish-

ing around the baskets,”
Holtmann said.
C.J. Walker scored 12

points and Justice Sueing
added 10 for the Buck-
eyes.
The Buckeyes went

ahead 49-40 midway
through the second half,
but Henry and Langford
would not let them pull
away as Michigan State
outscored them 15-6 to
pull into a 55-all tie with
6:42 left.
Malik Hall made free

throws to put the Spar-
tans ahead 64-63 with 2:23
to go. Henry followed
with a jumper to give
them a three-point lead
with 1:08 remaining.
Both teams took turns

making free throws until
Michigan State’s Joey
Hauser missed the first
of  two free throws.
That gave the Buckeyes

the ball with 12.8 seconds
left and a chance to tie or
win the game in regula-
tion. Washington came
up short, defended by
Langford, on a layup with
about five seconds left to
trigger Holtmann’s sec-
ond technical.
“Give Michigan State

credit,” Holtmann said.
“They were more physi-
cal.”
Michigan State was

coming off  an 81-72 win
over No. 5 Illinois at
home on Tuesday and
started strong against the
Buckeyes, leading 11-6 a
few minutes into the
game. Henry went to the
bench with 6:45 left in the
first half  after getting
called for a second foul
and scoring nine points,
leading to the Buckeyes
leading 38-33 at halftime.

Spartans improve
resume with win
over No. 4 OSU

Hampers ...

Fort Recovery High
School freshman Mara
Pearson defends
Minster senior Janae
Hoying during the first
quarter of the Division IV
district semifinal on
Thursday at
Wapakoneta. The
Indians lost, 50-32.

The Commercial Review/Chris Schanz
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Pick up Saturday’s paper
for coverage of tonight’s
JCHS boys hoops game

Patriot gymnastics has
sectional on Saturday,

see Sports on tap

Fort Recovery High
School senior Paige
Fortkamp (14) reaches
to grab an offensive
rebound between Mason
Pohl (22) and Jenna
Heuker of Minster during
the first quarter of the
Division IV district
semifinal on Thursday at
Wapakoneta. The
Indians had their season
end with a 50-32 loss to
the fourth-ranked
Wildcats. 

By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review
WAPAKONETA, Ohio —

The Tribe defense is usual-
ly giving other teams fits.
Thursday, the Wildcats

were not intimidated by the
pressure. And their tenaci-
ty while the Indians had the
ball was a little too suffocat-
ing at times.
Fort Recovery High

School’s girls basketball
team committed 13 first-
half  turnovers and, when
its was able to keep the ball,
struggled to make shots in
a 50-32 loss to Midwest Ath-
letic Conference rival Min-
ster on Thursday in the
Division IV district semifi-
nal at Wapakoneta.
“Obviously, Minster is

good,” said FRHS coach
Holly Gann, whose team
ends the year 16-7. “The
girls played hard. I don’t
think any coach can be dis-
appointed when the girls go
out and do what you want
… (The girls) just gave it
their all tonight and unfor-
tunately it didn’t fall in our
favor.
“We had opportunities.

We had our chances. They
were able to multiply on
them and we just didn’t.”

Minster, which is ranked
fourth in the state and is
the district’s top seed,
advance to the regional
championship game at 7:30
p.m. Saturday against New
Knoxville. The Rangers
defeated Marion Local 32-27
in the second All-MAC
semifinal later Thursday
night.
“I’m

happy to be
coming
back on Sat-
urday,” said
Minster
coach Mike
Wiss, whose
team will
play New
Knoxville in
the district
final for the
third
straight season.
Fort Recovery (16-7),

which fell to Minster 58-27
during the regular season
and has lost to the Wildcats
in district play three out of
the last four seasons, strug-
gled early offensively as it
turned the ball over on four
of  its first eight posses-
sions. 
See Hampers page 9

First half hampers Fort in semifinal

The Commercial Review/Chris Schanz

32

50

Thirteen turnovers and just five
field goals in first 16 minutes

spells disaster in 50-32 
loss to No. 4 Minster


