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Jay County’s high tempera-
ture climbed to 68 degrees
Wednesday. The low was 50.

Rain is expected tonight with
the low dropping into the upper
30s and winds gusting to 20

miles per hour. Expect mostly
sunny skies Friday with a high
near 55. Highs this weekend will
be around 50.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Plans for U.S. Aggregates to
expand to the north of  its cur-
rent site has come up at multi-
ple recent meetings. What are
your thoughts on the proposed
project?

Send letters to the editor to
r.cooney@thecr.com. There is
a 700-word maximum.s

Friday — Developed
ground needs to be repur-
posed. Eye on the Pie.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Portland City Coun-
cil meeting.

Weather In review Coming up
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The Commercial Review

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

If  the federal minimum wage
increased, Jay County officials
want to be ready.

County auditor Anna Culy
brought up the topic to Jay County
Council on Wednesday. 

“We don’t know what’s going to
happen,” she said, addressing the
national proposal for a $15 mini-
mum wage. “If  it does go through

… there probably needs to be some
sort of  adjustment.”

There hasn’t been a federal min-
imum wage adjustment in Ameri-
ca since 2009, when it was raised
from $6.55 per hour to the current
$7.25 per hour.

A jump to $10 or even $12 mini-
mum wage would not impact local
government workers, but a $15
minimum wage would, Culy
explained.

Currently, the county’s lowest
paying job is $12.10 per hour. There
are at least two other classifica-
tions that are below $15 an hour as
well.

“I’m not trying to get into a polit-
ical debate, I’m just saying it’s been
talked about, it’s something that
we cannot completely ignore,”
Culy said.

Council member Ted Champ
responded, “No, I don’t think we’re
going to ignore it, but I don’t think
they have the votes to go to $15.”

See Wage page 2

Council discusses
impact of $15 wage
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Poles in waiting
New utility poles were stacked along the north

side of county road 200 South just west of Indiana 167
this week awaiting installation in the area.

Ready to reopen
By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Local government
offices are open to the
public again.

Jay County Commis-
sioners signed a resolu-
tion Wednesday during a
special meeting to
reopen Jay County
Courthouse and all
county offices and
departments without
need of  an appointment.

Regular business
operations at the build-
ing will began today.

Former commission-
ers Mike Leonhard and
Chuck Huffman and
commissioner Chad
Aker signed a resolution
at an emergency meet-
ing Nov. 30 enacting
restrictions in response
to coronavirus con-
cerns. At that time, Jay
had been in the severe
risk category (2.5 on a
three-point scale) for
several weeks on the
Indiana State Depart-
ment of  Health’s COVID-
19 ratings.

Huffman had pro-
posed a resolution at a
previous meeting to pro-
tect county employees
and prevent further
spread of  the virus. He
said concerns about
cases and hospitals fill-
ing as well as court-
house employees’ safety
warranted action.

Previously, the court-
house was only open to
appointments, and coun-
ty government business
was limited to essential
work only. Employees or
members of  the public
entering were required
to wear facial covers and
social distance.

It’s been more than
three months since that
decision, and since then,
the numbers have
changed.

Jay has been ranked
“blue” (minimal risk for
the spread of  coron-
avirus) since Feb. 17 (see
related story). 

Commissioners Rex
Journay, Brian McGal-
liard and Aker agreed
Monday to meet for a
few minutes before their
joint-executive session
with Jay County Council
to sign the resolution
into effect.

The new resolution is

modeled after a similar
measure passed June 22,
which went into effect
July 6. All offices and
departments are open to
the public, county
employees are required
to wear facial coverings
and social distance and
also wash their hands
and sanitize frequently.

However, in recogni-

tion of  Gov. Eric Hol-
comb’s mask mandate,
commissioners adopted
a resolution July 28
requiring facial cover-
ings. This resolution
also requires anyone 8
or older to wear facial
coverings in the court-
house.

Each office and
department is in charge

of  cleaning its respec-
tive offices and work
areas. Courthouse
superintendent Bruce
Sutton is in charge of
keeping the courthouse
main areas clean. He’s
also tasked with provid-
ing disinfectant to all
offices and departments
as needed.

Commissioners

passed the resolution
unanimously.

“Anything we can do
to get closer to back to
normalcy, I’m happy
with,” Aker commented
after the meeting. “I
think people know the
risks, so, people can
make that decision (to
visit the courthouse) for
themselves.”

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Jay County is “blue”
for the fourth week in a
row.

The county continued
to be rated at low risk for
spread of  coronavirus in
the Indiana State Depart-
ment of  Health update
Wednesday. It marked the
fourth consecutive week
with a blue rating locally.

Also Wednesday, the
state department of
health announced teach-
ers and other school
employees, regardless of
age, will be able to get
coronavirus vaccines
through Indiana’s clinics
beginning next week.

While remaining at the
lowest level in the state’s
metrics, Jay County’s
numbers went up in the
statistics used to create
those ratings. Its cases
per 100,000 residents dou-
bled to 48 from 24 the pre-
vious week and its posi-
tivity rate ticked up to
2.7% from 1.87%.

After no counties were
in the “orange” (high
risk) range last week,
Tipton moved back to
that section this week.
Sixty-one counties,
including Adams, Wells,
Blackford, Delaware and
Randolph, were blue, and
the other 30 were “yel-
low” (moderate risk).

The coronavirus vac-
cine is currently avail-
ability to Hoosiers 50 or
older. The expansion to
school personnel includes
aides, bus drivers, cafete-
ria workers and substi-
tute teachers.

Indiana had been
focused on getting vacci-
nations to older residents
and health care workers
in an effort to prevent
serious illness and death.

“We had a plan. We
were executing that plan
very methodically. We
were using data to drive
all of  our decisions about
who was most at-risk,”
Indiana Gov. Eric Hol-
comb said Wednesday.
“Our federal partners
have said you need to add
(teachers) in to any site,
and so we will do that.”

Jay County continues
to have vaccination clin-
ics available at the health
department, IU Health
Jay and Walmart. The
vaccination at the health
department runs from
11:15 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. on
Tuesdays and Thursdays
as well as 8:30 a.m. to 1:15
p.m. Saturdays, and the
clinic at the hospital has
appointments from 8:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Mon-
days, Wednesdays and
Fridays. Appointments
can be made by visiting
ourshot.in.gov or calling
the state’s 2-1-1 telephone
assistance service.

See Blue page 2

County 
is rated
low risk
for fourth
week in
a row

Jay
stays
blue
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Jay County Commissioners met briefly Wednesday to reopen Jay County Courthouse, as
well as all county offices and departments. The courthouse had been limited to visits by
appointment only since late November because of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.

Auditor wants
to be prepared
if significant
increase is

implemented
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SERVICES
Friday

Hardymon, Nancy: 2 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

Continued from page 1
Thus far, 3,354 first doses

of  coronavirus vaccines
have been administered in
Jay County. Nearly 2,000
have been fully vaccinat-
ed.

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
updated its COVID-19
guidelines this week, not-
ing that those who are fully
vaccinated can gather with
other vaccinated individu-
als indoors without wear-

ing a mask or social dis-
tancing. The CDC also
noted that those who are
vaccinated can gather with
those who are considered
at low risk for severe ill-
ness, such as grandparents
visiting healthy children
and grandchildren.

In public spaces, howev-
er, mask wearing and
social distancing are still
recommended. Other key
guidelines include fre-
quent hand washing,

avoiding large crowds and
staying home when sick.

Holcomb did not make
any additional changes to
state COVID-19 restric-
tions.

“We’ll get there ... I’m
very optimistic,” he said.
“But I’m laser-focused on
Indiana, and I want to
make sure we continue to
do the things that are
responsible in terms of  the
effects it has on our public
health at large.”

Blue ...

AP and staff reports
INDIANAPOLIS — Local

school leaders across Indiana are
lining up against a Republican-
backed school funding plan over
concerns it wold give private
schools a big financial boost at
the detriment of  traditional pub-
lic schools. 

Projected to cost $144 million,
the voucher expansion and a new
program allowing parents to
directly spend state money on
their child’s education expenses
would siphon more than one-
third of  the proposed state fund-
ing hike for Indiana schools.

In response, at least 65 public
school boards, including Jay
School Board, have passed formal
resolutions against the proposed
legislation through a campaign
organized by the Indiana School
Boards Association. Terry
Spradlin, the association’s execu-
tive director, said that more than
a third of  the state’s 289 school
districts are expected to adopt
resolutions before legislators
finalize the budget next month.

“Folks are speaking up and

speaking out locally and that’s
what we’re encouraging them to
do,” he said. “We’re arguing that
now’s not the time for additional
expansion. We want public funds
to fund public schools. We want
them to support public education
and have the dollars follow the
child.” 

In addition to urban school dis-
tricts around Indianapolis, Fort
Wayne and Evansville, dozens of
smaller school corporations have
also signaled their dissent.

Jay School Board held a special
meeting March 1 for the sole pur-
pose of  addressing the proposed
legislation. 

“This needs to die. This needs
to go away,” said Jay School

Board president Phil Ford dur-
ing the meeting. “It doesn’t
need to be amended or scaled
back, it needs to die. And as you
contact your legislators, I hope
you will tell them that. …

“It’s a bad move for Jay
County. It’s a bad move for
rural schools. It’s amazing to
me that one of  the authors of
this bill is a rural resident in
our area.”

The board and Jay Class-
room Teachers Association
also collaborated on a letter to
the editor in opposition to
vouchers and other programs
that allow tax dollars to be
directed to private schools.

In what’s believed to be the

first and largest meeting of  its
kind in Indiana, members of
eight school boards in rural
northern Indiana gathered last
week to each pass respective
resolutions. Five other school
boards sent representatives or
administrators to the meeting,
though they did not hold votes. 

“Some may ask, ‘Why are we
meeting on these bills when
many of  us don’t have private
or charter schools in our dis-
tricts, or even close to our dis-
tricts?’” North White Superin-
tendent Nick Eccles said dur-
ing last week’s meeting. “My
response is simple: Any of  us
can have a charter or private
school move into our districts
at any time, which can greatly
cripple our budgets.” 

Thirty-three of  Indiana’s 92
counties do not have a voucher
program option, and another 31
counties only have one private
school taking part in the pro-
gram, Spradlin said. Nearly all
of  those students are instead
educated through public
schools, meaning “those dol-

lars should come back home
and support our kids,” he said.

“Increasing the funds for those
programs from … that’s taking
away and diverting money that
could go to our schools, our stu-
dents, our families, our con-
stituents and our communities,”
Spradlin said. “We can tinker
around the edges with these
fringe programs that educate a
few, and a small percentage of
children, or we can invest in our
public education system with 1
million of  our citizens enrolled in
those schools.”

Republicans, who dominate the
Legislature, say their proposal
gives parents more choices over
how to educate their children,
while Democrats and other oppo-
nents argue that it further drains
funding from traditional school
districts while they are strug-
gling to find ways to boost the
state’s lagging teacher pay. 

The debate comes as the state
Senate is considering both the
state budget plan and school
voucher expansion bill approved
by the House last month.

Boards line up to oppose expansion
Jay is among at least 65

that have passed resolutions

Continued from page 1
The $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief

bill that was passed by the House of
Representatives on Wednesday
afternoon originally had language
including a minimum wage bump
when it was originally introduced.
(However, in order to gain enough
support for the bill, Democrats
removed the provision that called
for a federal minimum-wage
increase to $15 hourly by 2025.)

Still, another proposal could
appear again at the U.S. Capitol at
some point for approval. 

Several council members voiced a
need for a minimum wage increase
to some extent Wednesday.

Council member Faron Parr said
after the meeting $15 does “seem
like a lot,” although he advocated
for that amount jumping to around
$9 or $10.

“I mean, really, how it’s gotten by

so long at $7.25, it’s like, you can’t
hire anybody at $7.25,” he said.

Council member Mike Rockwell
also said after the meeting that the
minimum wage should be tied to
inflation and adjusted as needed.

“And that would fix it for the long
term, not have this every 10 years
and have this big fight about it,” he
said.

Despite discussion, council took
no immediate action on the matter.

Council also appropriated $5,000
for Jay County Humane Society to
pay for a rendering of  its proposed
new facility. (Commissioners agreed
to give the organization the funding
at the end of  February.)

In other business, council mem-
bers, Jeanne Houchins, Matt Min-
nich, Ray Newton, Amy Runyon
Barrett, Rockwell, Parr and Champ:

•Made the following additional
appropriations: $300,000 for coron-

avirus-related equipment, including
a $149,000 body scanner for Jay
County Jail; $26,344.75 to Jay Coun-
ty Fairgrounds for the northern
restroom construction project and
$23,075.76 for Jay Emergency Med-
ical Service’s new ventilator and
LUCAS chest compression system
(the department bought two last
year with CARES Act funding).

•Transferred the following:
$497.50 from the travel and mileage
fund to computer maintenance fund
for Jay County Prosecutor’s Office;
$2.30 from Social Security to Public
Employees’ Retirement Fund for
Jay County Community Correc-
tions; $2,500 from repair buildings
and structures to machinery and
equipment and office supplies for
Jay County Courthouse.

•Appointed Minnich as the coun-
cil representative at Jay County
Plan Commission meetings.

Wage ...

‘Reason’
duet
Paige Bihn sings and

plays the piano
Sunday during Cabaret
2021, which featured
performances from the
Fort Recovery High
School junior high and
high school choirs.
Bihn performed a duet
of Calum Scott’s “You
are the Reason.”
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Powerball

17-18-37-44-53
Power Ball: 18
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot:

$169 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $79

million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 0-2-4
Daily Four: 0-4-8-5
Quick Draw: 3-4-6-11-

13-14-24-27-36-43-47-48-54-
61-65-67-69-73-74-76

Evening
Daily Three: 5-6-5
Daily Four: 6-6-7-0
Quick Draw: 3-7-9-19-

26-29-32-33-34-40-41-45-46-

47-49-56-71-75-76-79
Cash 5: 7-9-27-30-43
Hoosier Lotto: 1-10-11-

15-20-39
Estimated jackpot: $7

million

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 9-9-6
Pick 4: 7-3-7-5
Pick 5: 7-0-7-3-4
Evening
Pick 3: 3-2-0
Pick 4: 1-9-4-8
Pick 5: 7-3-6-7-3
Rolling Cash: 1-4-9-23-

26
Classic Lotto: 7-10-15-

18-43-48
Kicker: 2-1-1-9-9-8
Estimated jackpot:

$5.6 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

On March 11, 1918,
what were believed to be
the first confirmed U.S.
cases of  a deadly global
flu pandemic were
reported among U.S.
Army soldiers stationed
at Fort Riley, Kansas; 46
would die. (The world-
wide outbreak of
influenza claimed an
estimated 20 to 40 mil-
lion lives.)

In 1941, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt

signed the Lend-Lease
Bill, providing war sup-
plies to countries fight-
ing the Axis.

In 1976, Sheller
Globe’s Employee’s
Scholarship and Welfare
Committee announced
that it would give eight
$300 college scholar-
ships and eight $200
scholarships for quali-
fied students of  its
employees.

—AP and The CR

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................5.39
Wheat ......................6.06

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................5.48
April corn ................5.53

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................5.42
April corn ................5.42
Beans ......................14.25
April beans ............14.18
Wheat ...................... 6.41
April wheat ............ 6.41

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................5.33
April corn ................5.35
Beans ......................14.13
April beans ............14.13
Wheat ...................... 6.27
July wheat .............. 6.02

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................5.38
April corn ................5.42
Beans ......................14.09
April beans ............14.14
Wheat ......................5.90
April wheat ..............6.45

Lotteries

Thursday
7 p.m. — Jay County

Plan Commission, Com-
munity Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian St., Port-
land.

Monday
4 p.m. — Jay School

Board executive session,

General Shanks, 414 E.
Floral Ave., Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

CR almanac
Friday
3/12

Saturday
3/13

Sunday
3/14

Monday
3/15

Tuesday
3/16

55/32 50/35 47/31 42/32 46/30
Tempera-

tures will
begin to drop
under mostly
sunny skies.
There will be 5
to 10 mph
winds.

Skies will
be mostly
cloudy during
the day and
clear by the
evening. Tem-
peratures in
the high 40s.

50%
chance of
snow and rain
during the day
and night.
Skies will be
mostly cloudy.

40%
chance of rain
at night. Other-
wise mostly
cloudy with
cool tempera-
tures.

Mostly
cloudy by day
and night, with
cooler tempera-
tures through
the rest  of the
weekend.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
PIKE FRIENDS AND

NEIGHBORS — Will meet
at 5:30 p.m. Thursday,
March 11, at Richards
Restaurant in Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

SENIOR CITIZENS
CARD CLUB — Will meet
at 1 p.m. on the first, sec-
ond, third and fifth Thurs-
day of  each month at Jay
Community Center.

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
HEALTH JAY HOSPITAL
OSTOMY SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month in Indiana
University Health Jay Hos-
pital Conference Room B.

The group is for ostomy
and intestinal diversion
patients and their friends
and family to offer mutual
support and learn about
the latest products and
information.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Thursday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

JAY COUNTY TRAILS
CLUB — Will meet at 7
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month at Jay Com-
munity Center.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. upstairs at True
Value Hardware, Meridian
Street, Portland. For more
information, call (260) 729-
2532.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-

fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

BRYANT AREA COM-
MUNITY CENTER —
Walking from 9 to 10 a.m.
every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — For those 55
and older from 12:30 to 3
p.m. at West Jay Commu-
nity Center in Dunkirk.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.

JAY COUNTY DRUG
PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at 3:30
p.m. the third Monday of
each month in room 106 at
John Jay Center for Learn-
ing, 101 S. Meridian St. in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 251-3259.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-

MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome. 

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 5:30
p.m., with the meeting at 6
p.m., in the fellowship hall
at Evangelical Methodist
Church, 930 W. Main St.,
Portland. New members
welcome. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-5312. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridian
St. in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-8792.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.

PENN HUSKY
HOOSIER HOTSHOTS 4-H
CLUB — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. Monday, March 15, at
Pennville United
Methodist Church.

The Commercial Review
Thursday, March 11, 2021

DEAR ABBY: I am an out-and-
proud lesbian who recently cele-
brated 10 years as a couple and
three years of  marriage to my
wife. I worked as a professional
nanny for many years, and I’m
still extremely close to the first
family I worked for. Although we
have known each other for years,
they still ask me not to mention
my marriage when I’m around
their kids. They refer to my wife
as my “roommate.” It’s all I can
do to bite my tongue. I have
ignored this for too long. 

I recently invited them over to

see my new home. Because of
their conservative views, I
warned them in advance about
the wedding photos I have dis-
played. I’m not ashamed of  my
life. I am extremely proud of

myself  and my wife. I am hurt
and offended by their requests. I
feel they only accept certain
parts of  me. 

I realize it’s unhealthy to con-
tinue this way, but I’m terrified
of  losing them. I’m usually a
straightforward person. I feel
open communication is impor-
tant with everyone else in my
life. But I have lost relationships
before because, no matter how
respectful I tried to be, honesty
can sometimes be hard to hear.
How can I be honest without
angering this couple, and what’s

the best way to start this conver-
sation? — OUTSPOKEN NANNY

DEAR NANNY: If  your for-
mer employers think they can
censor their children’s world
to omit the fact that perfectly
nice people, including one
they love, are gay, they’re
dreaming. Kids today are very
worldly. When the parents
started calling your wife your
roommate, you should have
corrected them then and
TOLD them it was offensive
and hurtful. 

Invite them to your home

and leave your wedding pho-
tos displayed. Why you are
terrified that your relation-
ship with them will end
because you’re living your
authentic life mystifies me. If
they can’t handle the truth,
you and your wife are better
off  without them.

••••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was founded
by her mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.Dear-
Abby.com.

Family Page 3

By DIANA DOLECKI
Special to The Commercial Review

It is a beautiful day outside
today. Better yet, the tempera-
tures are supposed to be rea-
sonably warm the rest of  the
week.

Grandson Jacob has a birth-
day next week. I went to the
local store and purchased the
exact toy his mom told me to
get. I even have a birthday card
for him. This is uncharacteris-
tic of  me. I am usually still
searching for presents and
cards the day of  the actual
birthday. Now the challenge is
to get stuff  to the post office in
time. Wish me luck.

Jacob is the one who reminds
me so much of  my brother,
Michael. Both are avid fisher-
men. 

Neither of  them is afraid of

any kind of  wildlife and each
will willingly pick up things
like snakes that are better left
alone. They each have a heart
of  gold.

I still cherish the photograph
of  a toddler Jacob, sitting in an
empty diaper box which was
his boat. He is holding a tape
measure that was his fishing
pole. Assorted toys were
strewn on the floor represent-
ing fish and water. The kid does
have an active imagination.

It is baseball season in Texas.
Jacob and his little brother,
Nicholas, are both on baseball
teams. They are both good at
smacking the ball. This past
week Nicholas hit a foul ball
that ended up bouncing off  the
top of  a spectator’s car. He
winced when he saw it. Jacob
got several good hits and no
cars were involved. Nicholas
also “took one for the team”
when he got hit in the shoulder
by a ball. I’m sure it hurt but he
didn’t writhe around in pain
nearly as much as the pros do.

I have learned not to ask who
won the game. It is enough that
they enjoy themselves.

This will probably be the last
year I am told to buy toys for
the boys. When they turn 13 I
give them the choice of  cash or

presents. Jacob will be 13 next
year. I would rather give pres-
ents but I have to admit it is a
lot easier and cheaper to send a
check.

Jacob is the one we worry
about. He is the one who went
through brain surgery and now
has to give himself  daily shots
and medicines to counteract
the damages. The treatments
seem to be working as he looks
taller and slimmer than he was
in the last set of  photos I saw.
He has not allowed the possibil-
ity of  the growth coming back
to limit any portion of  his life.
We could all learn to cope as
well as he does.

During the last blast of  win-
ter Jacob’s family was without
electricity for a while. Their
well house froze, so they were

without a good source of  water
until they got it fixed. My
daughter’s step-sister and her
baby girl were visiting. Jacob
discovered that the baby liked
to lie on a blanket while he
pulled her around the kitchen.

The water and electricity are
once again doing what they are
supposed to. The grandchil-
dren go to school during the
day, and to baseball most
evenings. For my daughter’s
family things are returning to
normal.

They still wear masks, wash
their hands often and use hand
sanitizer when possible. I
doubt if  they can stay 6 feet
apart or even 3 feet. But for
now they are safe and Jacob
can enjoy his birthday celebra-
tion.

As I
See It

Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Former nanny tired of hiding relationship

Community Calendar

Dear
Abby

Celebration can now be enjoyed
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To the editor:
I am a resident of  District 33

and am represented by JD
Prescott.

On Feb. 22, I checked into my
representative’s Facebook page
to see if  he had posted any
updates on the current legisla-
tive session that was in process.
Rep. Prescott had made a post
at 2:26 p.m. regarding House
Bill 1005, which will affect
school funding in the coming
years if  passed.

Many people were making
comments and asking ques-
tions regarding this piece of

legislation as well as Rep.
Prescott’s commitment to our
public schools. As a concerned
constituent, I asked a question
regarding Prescott’s voting
record on previous school-relat-
ed issues as well as other legis-
lation he has voted against.

JD Prescott then proceeded to
block me from his Facebook
page so that I was no longer
able to participate in the dis-
cussion.

I feel this is a blatant viola-
tion and restriction of  my First
Amendment rights to freely
converse in political discussion
with my representative. I did
not violate any of  Facebook’s
rules regarding inappropriate
language, threats or any other
behavior that would constitute
a violation.

In a time when public events
are highly restricted and tech-

nology is increasingly used to
communicate, laws have been
slow to adapt. Federal courts
have determined that it was
illegal for higher profile politi-
cians like former President
Donald Trump and U.S. Rep.
Alexandria Ocasio Cortez to
block constituents on social
media.

Per the American Civil Liber-
ties Union website, “the Fourth
Circuit Court of  Appeals ruled
that the interactive portion of  a
public official’s Facebook page
is a ‘public forum,’ so an offi-
cial cannot block people from it

because of  the opinions they
hold.”

Prescott’s post was made as a
government official discussing
legislation and should be open
to comment from all con-
stituents whether they agree
with Rep. Prescott or not. 

I encourage JD Prescott to
unblock myself  and any other
constituents he has blocked and
act as a true representative of
his district. He should be pro-
moting all our voices, not
silencing them.   

Brandon Kloer
Portland

Facebook page should be a forum

Herald Republican
(Angola) 

In the latest episode of
“pro-local-control” law-
makers doing the exact
opposite, Indiana senators
advanced a bill that would
allow the Indiana attorney
general to go over the
heads of  local prosecutors.

Senate Bill 200, authored
by Sen. Mike Young, R-
Indianapolis, “permits the
attorney general to request
the appointment of  a spe-
cial prosecuting attorney
if  a prosecuting attorney
is categorically refusing to
prosecute certain crimes.”

Although Young will
claim otherwise, most peo-
ple recognize the bill was
filed primarily to try to
overrule Marion County
Prosecutor Ryan Mears’
decision to no longer pros-
ecute people for possession
of  small amounts of  mari-
juana.

That policy does not pre-
vent prosecutions for larg-
er amounts, dealing or
other charges like driving
while intoxicated.

While some states are
legalizing recreational use
of  marijuana outright —
with Virginia poised to
maybe become the next —
other states or localities
have moved to reduce or
even eliminate penalties
on smalltime users.

Indiana, as it usually
does, is moving in a regres-
sive fashion on those pro-
gressive policies.

Minorities are dispro-
portionately charged with
marijuana offenses —
Black Americans are more
than three times as likely
to be arrested for marijua-
na use than white Ameri-
cans, even though Blacks
and whites use marijuana
at nearly equal rates.

Possession of  marijuana
less than 30 grams, the
type of  charge Marion
County isn’t focusing on, is
a Class A misdemeanor,
punishable by up to a year
in jail and a fine up to
$5,000.

Those cases take up as
much time on the court
calendar and in the prose-
cutor’s workload but typi-
cally end up with little
punishment and more bur-
den to the community cor-
rections and probation
departments, as well as
financial burden on offend-
ers.

In the interest of  equity,
effort and time, Marion
County decided to de-
emphasize minor marijua-
na charges.

All prosecutors have dis-
cretion to charge what
they want and at what level
they feel rises to the cir-
cumstances and their abili-
ty to prove in court. Prose-
cutors may have different
opinions and attitudes
about certain types of
crimes, being more lenient
on some while going after

others harder. Like any
job, prosecutors have limit-
ed staff  and time and aim
to do the most public good
with the resources avail-
able.

First, Young’s bill aims
to essentially overrule
local prosecutorial discre-
tion at the whim of  the
attorney general’s office.

Second, it overrules the
will of  voters who choose
who to elect or not into the
prosecutor’s office every
four years.

Mears was elected into
the prosecutor’s office in
Indianapolis because a
majority of  the voters in
the city agreed with his
vision of  enforcing the law
more so than the other guy.
If  Indianapolis residents
think marijuana should be
prosecuted more harshly,
they’ll have plenty of
opportunity to voice that
opinion the next time elec-
tions come up.

And third, it’s a waste of
resources. How many peo-
ple and how much money
is the Indiana attorney
general likely to spend hir-
ing special prosecutors to
go after people carrying a
couple joints to land a sen-
tence that’s likely to
include probation, some
fines and maybe a weekend
in jail?

Nationally, 67% of  Amer-
icans believe marijuana
should be decriminalized,
according to a 2019 poll by
the Pew Research Center.
That’s been a majority
position since around 2010,
a decade ago.

Indiana lawmakers
should oppose efforts to
strip local control from
prosecutors and reject
attempts to cling to
unequal legal enforcement
of  a crime that most Amer-
icans don’t even believe
should be a crime any
longer.

Lawmakers, leave
prosecutors alone

By KATHERINE DEVINE
Special To The Washington Post

Every year, about 17 million tons
of  crops perish before ever making
it off  U.S. farms, even as millions
of  Americans face hunger. What’s
more, when we waste food, we also
waste the land, water and other
resources that produced it, at a
time when human activity is
already altering our planet in
drastic and dangerous ways.

The pandemic has only exacer-
bated the country’s food insecuri-
ty. The closure of  restaurants and
schools, along with disrupted sup-
ply chains, has left many farmers
in dire straits. Meanwhile, online
grocery shopping has grown by
leaps and bounds during the pan-
demic, yet access to fresh fruit and
vegetables and affordability
remain barriers for many con-
sumers.

A potential solution could come,
quite literally, in the mail.

At World Wildlife Fund’s Mar-
kets Institute, we’re proposing a
new business model that leverages
the U.S. Postal Service’s vast logis-
tical network to deliver fresh pro-
duce from local farmers who have
excess harvest or are seeking new
markets. The Farmers Post initia-
tive would create new revenue
streams for farmers, provide more
consumers with access to afford-
able food and reduce some of  the
environmental pressures imposed
by the current food system.

Under the Farmers Post model,
USPS drivers would pick up boxes
of  locally and seasonably available
produce from farms along their
usual routes and deliver them
right to people’s front doors — no
extra trips or other changes in
behavior needed on either the con-
sumer or producer side. They
could also deliver bulk orders to
designated drop-off  locations, to
meet the needs of  consumers for
whom home delivery is not an

ideal option.
Americans are constantly being

told they should eat more fresh
fruits and vegetables, but the sad
fact is that, for many people, fresh
produce is a luxury. Farmers Post
could bring nutritious food within
closer reach for many consumers,
particularly rural communities,
housebound individuals and other
underserved populations. The fed-
eral agency already delivers
across the country to towns, cities
and suburbs, to rich and poor alike
— and all at standardized, cost-
competitive rates.

The government could further
incentivize participation by
approving the use of  Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Program
benefits to cover this service. The
need is clearly there: In 2020, the
number of  SNAP beneficiaries
rose by 6 million, or roughly 15
percent. Yet SNAP benefits are not
accepted by most online grocery
delivery platforms, and even
where they are accepted, they still
don’t cover service and delivery
fees, which can be a prohibitive
cost for many consumers.

As for farmers, the initiative
would help them diversify their
income streams, reduce on-farm
loss and eschew typical supply-
chain markups and other costs
that make it difficult to competi-
tively price their food. And just
imagine if, in the future, Farmers
Post evolved into a subscription
service: In such a scenario, farm-
ers would be able to more accu-
rately assess consumer demand

and plan their crop planting
accordingly. That means a stable
income and less waste, something
both farmers and our planet des-
perately need.

The Postal Service would stand
to benefit as well. During a period
in which the agency faces severe
funding challenges, Farmers Post
could open the door to billions of
dollars in additional annual rev-
enue.

Of  course, it’s not all that sim-
ple. The Farmers Post initiative
would likely need a third-party
service to create and manage an
online interface for consumers,
aggregate participating farmers,
provide customer service and
more — all of  which incur costs
that would need to be further
explored.

The idea comes with inherent
limitations as well. Seasonality
and regionality would mean less
variety for consumers than what
they might find in a store,
although existing platforms face
these same challenges. Also, pro-
duce has a short shelf  life: to
ensure delivery of  fresh food by
the following day, USPS drivers
could deliver only from local
farms to homes or other locations
within close-by Zip codes. Even so,
the Postal Service’s unmatched
reach means the service would
likely be available to most Ameri-
cans.

The pandemic has shone a spot-
light on our broken food system:
farmers feeling the pinch, families
experiencing food insecurity and a
nation squandering its ecological
wealth to produce food no one eats.
New vaccines will wind down the
pandemic. Who knew a 246-year-
old government service could help
with the rest?

••••••••••
Devine is the director of  business

case development at the World
Wildlife Fund’s Markets Institute.

USPS, farms could help each other
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the Editor

Hoosier
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All prosecutors
have discretion
to charge what
they want and
at what level

they feel
rises to the

circumstances
and their
ability to

prove in court. 

Katherine
Devine



The Commercial Review
Thursday, March 11, 2021 Church Page 5

(260) 726-9345
115 E. Main St.

Portland, IN

www.portins.com

Baird-Freeman 
Funeral Home

� e Teeter Family

221 N. Meridian St
Portland, IN 47371
(260) 726-7171

Great Food,
No Bull!

1204 W. Votaw  Portland

(260) 726-9647

Used Auto and 
Truck Parts

1127 S. Detroit Ave.
Portland, IN 47371

(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautopartsinc.com

All inventory online

Matt’s Garage

205 W. Union St.
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8761
Call us today!

Mellissa Hall
260-729-5200

Call me for your 
Promotional Pens • Pencils
Business Gifts • Calendars

This Area

Church page is

made possible

through

the courtesy of

the following

sponsors!

(260) 726-6263
1100 N. Meridian St.   

Portland, IN

Portland True Value

Behind every project is a

Shop Local
Save Time • Save Money

Williamson,
Spencer & Penrod
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Todd & Rob Penrod

“Serving As We 
Would Be Served”

From 2 Convenient Locations
PORTLAND (260) 726-7111
PENNVILLE (260) 731-8811

217 E. Pearl St.
Portland, IN

(260) 726-2833

.500 S. Meridian St

0260-766-403
Sun 1pm-6pm

Mon-Sat 10am-6pmMon-Sat 10am-6pm

Portland, IN

Complete Septic 
Systems

Backhoe • Dozer 
Hauling • Trenching 

Drain Cleaning
1805 N US Highway 27
Portland, IN 47371-9014

p 260.726.2230
f 260.729.5026

This Area

Church page is

made possible

through

the courtesy of

the following

sponsors!

MAY
FINANCIAL

GROUP, INC.
LIFE • HEALTH

INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

MEDICARE 
SUPPLEMENTS

ANNUITIES

JEFF  HALL
your hometown agent

for over 25 years
(260) 729-5200
111 W. Main Street

Portland, IN

Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.
All services are Sunday,

unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist

204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m.
asburyministries.org

Banner Christian   
Assembly of God 

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Michael Burk
(260) 726-4282
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Bellefountain
United Methodist

440 S. 600 East 
Gordon Jackson
Services: 9 a.m.

Bethel United
Methodist

Indiana 167, 4 miles north
of  Dunkirk

Scott McClain
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist

301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in

umc.org

Christ Chapel
105 S. Elm St., Fort Recov-

ery
Quentin Elsea
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of Christ
(Southside)

1209 S. Shank St., Port-
land

Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6:30

p.m.

Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints

1865 S. Indiana 167,
Dunkirk

Andrew Stevens
(765) 768-6969
Services: 10 a.m. 

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)

8472 S. 800 East, Union
City

Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy

797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland

Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the Brethren
Floral and Chicago

avenues, Portland
Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Rev. Theodore Wagoner
Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.

Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St., Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6 p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County

2875 E. 200 South
Gordon Jackson
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcenter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman
(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40 a.m., 5 p.m.

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road, Fort

Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 

341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key

Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Marion Donathan
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6 p.m.,

6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Revs. Brad and Kate Ratliff
(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Rev. Allan Brown
(419) 678-2071
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 

468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk

Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 9:30 a.m., 6:30

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist

100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
Brenda Haddix
(260) 346-2172
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 7 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of  Bal-
bec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the Brethren

Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist

435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67, Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Services: 8:30 a.m., 4:30

p.m. Saturday 
churchofthemostholytrin-

ity.com

Hopewell of
Life Ministries

County road 200 South, 2
miles east of  Indiana 1

Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Portland
Fr. Peter Logsdon
(260) 726-7055
Services: 6:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road, Fort
Recovery

Rev. Ned Brown 
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 9:30 a.m.

Mount Tabor
United Methodist

216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk

John Retter
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist

County roads 600 East and
200 North

Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine

4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship

1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 755-6354
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist

5905 S. Como Road
Tim Wallace
(765) 499-7838
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist

829 S. Indiana 1
Tricia Williams
(765) 730-3770
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Pennville Friends
Maple Street and Indiana

1, Pennville
Dee Hartman
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Pennville United
Methodist

190 W. Main St., Pennville
Gary Newton
(765) 669-1070
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland First
Church of Nazarene

920 S. Shank St., Portland
Stephen Hundley
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 729-7393
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:15 a.m.
friendscare4others.net

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. David Parry 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Martin Bornhoeft
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of  Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First Christian
Union and Malin streets,

Redkey
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist

122 W. Main St., Redkey
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 

801 W. High St.
Robert Farris
(765) 369-2676
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 9 and 11 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ

3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries

228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land

Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. James Lutheran
County road 600 East,

south of  county road 400
South

Robin Owen
Services: 10:30 a.m.
pastorrobino@gmail.com

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Ned Brown
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sunday

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Ned Brown
Services: 8:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Ned Brown
Services: 10 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
County roads 400 North

and 550 West
Rev. Dan Sickels
(260) 731-4733
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m. (the 2nd and 4th Sun-
day at Pennville Park)

Sugar Grove
United Methodist

County roads 600 South
and 1150 West, Dunkirk

Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
Indiana 167, between

Dunkirk and Albany
(765) 768-7708
Services: 11 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity United
Methodist

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

Darrell Weaver
(260) 726-8391
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Rev. Michael Morgan
(352) 425-5914
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6 p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

Westchester
United Methodist

4487 E. 400 North
Randy Fennig
(260) 726-6311
Services: 10:35 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ

204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land

Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m. 
westwalnutchurchofchrist.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Darrell Borders
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@g

mail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.
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260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Fleece
Blankets, Appliqué, Zip-
pers, Hemming, Memory
T-Shirt, Special Orders
260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, March 13,

2021 11:00 am 40 Acres
on St. Rt. 49 Rockford,

OH  
Auction to be conducted
at 9920 St. Rt. 49 Chat-
tanooga, OH next to the

Chattanooga Fire
House.

This Real Estate Parcel
of real estate contains
40 acres more or less
with 39.4610 acres till-
able and 0.0830 acres of
woods, the farm has

average tilling.  
Terms on real estate:
$30,000 down day of

auction, balance at clos-
ing within 30 days.  The
Real estate will selling
with no contingencies.
Possession to be the
day of auction.  The

taxes and assessments
will be prorated to the

day of closing.
Note: Contact the auc-
tioneers, Frank Arling or
Brandon Arling for infor-

mation packet.
Owner:  Paul E. Wrenn
Jr. & Burt Worthing

Trust, Lisa Harper Suc-
cessor  Trustee for Paul

E. Wrenn Jr.
Terms:  Any statements
made day of sale super-
sedes prior statements
or advertisements, not
responsible for acci-
dents.  Portions of this
auction may be record-
ed.  Auctioneer licensed
by the State of Ohio.
Licebsed Real Estate
Agent in Ohio.  Go to

our website at
www.arling-evers.com or

auctionzip.com
Frank (Wills) Arling-

Osgood, OH
419-582-3801 or 937-

670-6886
Brandon Arling-Maria

Stein, OH
567-644-4851

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

THE TOWN OF RED-
KEY IS accepting appli-
cations for a Full Time
and Reserve Police Offi-
cers. Applications may
be picked up at the The
Redkey Town Hall, 8922
West State Road 67,
Redkey, IN. Applications
must be submitted
before 4 p.m. on March
16th, 2021. 

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans

 
  

Local Agent

2

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(  

Hi and Lois

Agnes

Rose is Rose

Peanuts

SPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

Beetle Bailey

Snuffy Smith

Blondie

Funky Winkerbean

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
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GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know

what you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to

a new home, to a

new job,

the Classifieds

deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call  

260-726-8141

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

    In order for your
advertisement to
appear in the next
day’s paper, or for
a correction or
stop order to be

made
for an ad already

appearing,
we must receive
the ad, correction

or
cancellation

before
12:00 pm

Tuesday-Friday.

Deadline for
Tuesday is 

12:00 pm on the
previous
Monday.

Deadline for
The News
and Sun is

3:00 pm Friday. 

The
Commercial
Review

309 W. Main
Portland, Indiana

2



ACCCEPTING APPLI-
CATIONS FOR Wait-
ress. 20-30 hours per
week or part-time. Must
be 18 years old. Applica-
tion can be filled out at
The American Legion in
Ridgeville, IN. 
EXPERIENCED SEMI
DRIVER needed in Port-
land, IN. Monday-Friday
dedicated run only,
$0.60/mile, 2500-3000
miles/week. Lots of ben-
efits included. Call/text
260.251.7839 or email
customerservice@tjx-
pservice.com 

JAY COUNTY PUBLIC
LIBRARY - Applications
now being accepted for the
full-time position of Library
Assistant. Job requires
both strong customer serv-
ice skills and attention to
detail. Job description
available at the library and
on the library’s website at
www.jaycpl.lib.in.us. Appli-
cations accepted until
position is filled 
FULL TIME DENTAL
HYGIENIST wanted to
add to the team at Dunn
Family Dental Care, 110 W
North St, Portland, IN.
Please email resume to
drdunn@dfdcpc.com or
call our office at 260 726-
8007 for more information 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

READ  THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com
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Public Notice
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

TO THE OWNERS OF THE WITHIN 
DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE

AND ALL INTERESTED PARTIES
By virtue of a certified copy of Decree of Foreclosure to me directed
from the Clerk of the Superior Court of Jay County, Indiana, in
Cause No. 38C01-2012-MF-000013 wherein The Farmers & Mer-
chants State bank, successor by merger to Bank of Geneva is Plain-
tiff, and Meagan K. Manwaring is the Defendant, requiring me to
make the sum as provided for in said Decree with interest and costs,
I will expose at public sale to the highest bidder on the 15th day of
April, 2021, at the hour of 10:00 a.m. of said day at the Jay County
Sheriff's Department, the fee simple of the whole body of Real Es-
tate in Jay County, Indiana:

THIRTY-FIVE (35) FEEY OFF OF THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE
NORTH HALF OF LOTS NUMBERED ONE (1) AND TWO (2) IN
BLOCK NUMBER FOURTEEN (14) AND ALSO FIVE (5) FEET
OFF OF THE ENTIRE NORTH SIDE OF THE SOUTH HALF OF
SAID LOTS ONE (1) AND TWO (2) IN SAID BLOCK FOURTEEN
(14) ALL IN THE TOWN, NOW CITY OF DUNKIRK, INDIANA.
ALSO, COMMENCING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF LOT
NUMBER ONE (1) IN BLOCK FOURTEEN (14) IN THE TOWN,
NOW CITY OF DUNKIRK, INDIANA, RUNNING THENCE
SOUTHWARD ALONG THE WEST LINE OF FRANKLIN
STREET, SAID TOWN, NOW CITY THIRTY (30) FEET WEST-
WARD AT RIGHT ANGLES ONE HUNDRED THIRTY (130)
FEET; MORE OR LESS TO THE WEST LINE OF LOT TWO (2) IN
SAID BLOCK; THENCE NORTHWARD ALONG SAID WEST
LINE OF LOT TWO (2), THIRTY (30) FEET TO THE SOUTH
LINE OF PLEASANT STREET, SAID CITY; THENCE EAST-
WARD ALONG SAID SOUTH LINE ONE HUNDRED THIRTY
(130) FEET, MORE OR LESS TO THE PLACE OF BEGINNING,
BEING THE NORTH PART OF LOTS ONE (1) AND TWO (2) IN
BLOCK FOURTEEN (14) IN THE TOWN, NOW CITY OF
DUNKIRK, INDIANA
Parcel Nos. 38-09-08-103-104.000-014 and 38-09-08-103-107.000-014
More commonly known as: 402 S. Franklin St., Dunkirk, IN 47336

Together with rents, issues, income and profits thereof, said sale
will be made without relief from valuation or appraisement laws.
All sales are subject to any first and prior liens, taxes and assess-
ments legally levied and assessed thereon. Neither the Sheriff nor
the Plaintiff in this case warrants either expressly or impliedly any
title, location or legal description of any real estate sold at the sale.
Any prospective bidder should obtain their own title evidence be-
fore making any bid on any properties subject to this sale.

Dwane Ford
Sheriff of Jay County, Indiana

Attorney for Plaintiff: 
Thomas B. Trent 

Rothberg Logan & Warsco, LLP 
505 E. Washington Blvd.

Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802
CR 3-11,18,25-2021HSPAXLP

Public Notice
ORDINANCE 2021-3

ORDINANCE AMENDING
STOP INTERSECTIONS

BE IT ORDAINED by the
Board of Commissioners of
Jay County, Indiana that the
Jay County Code of Ordi-
nances, Title VII, Chapter 71,
Schedule I, Stop Intersec-
tions, is amended to add the
following stop intersections:
1. County Road 200 S shall
stop at County Road 700 E.
This shall now become a 4-
way stop intersection.
2. County Road 200 S shall
stop at County Road 300 E.
This shall now become a 4-
way stop intersection.
3. County Road 600 E shall
stop at County Road 200 S.
This shall now become a 4-
way stop intersection.
Penalty: The penalty for vio-
lation of this ordinance is set
forth in Title VII, Chapter
70.99 in the Jay County Code
of Ordinances.
PASSED AND ADOPTED by
the Board of Commissioners
of Jay County, Indiana on this
8th day of March, 2021.

Chad Aker
Brian McGalliard

Rex Jornay
Attest:

Anna Culy, Auditor
CR 3-11-2021 
NS 3-17-2021HSPAXLP

PUBLIC AUCTION
THE AUCTION TO BE CONDUCTED AT 9920
ST. RT. 49, CHATTANOOGA, OHIO NEXT TO

THE CHATTANOOGA FIRE HOUSE 
SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 2021

11:00 A.M. 
40.0000 ACRES ON ST. RT. 49, 
ROCKFORD, OHIO 45882

REAL ESTATE 40.0000 ACRES
This Real Estate being Parcel # 01-040400.0000 in
Section 31 of Blackcreek Township, County of
Mercer, State of Ohio. This parcel of real estate
contains 40.0000 acres more or less with 39.4610
acres tillable and 0.0830 acres of woods, the farm
has average tiling. This real estate is in the Parkway
school district.  
IF YOU’RE LOOKING TO ADD TO YOUR
CURRENT FARMING OPERATION DON’T
MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY!
TERMS ON REAL ESTATE: $30,000 down day of
auction, balance at closing within 30 days. The real
estate will be selling with NO CONTINGENCIES!
Possession to be the day of auction. The taxes and
assessments will be prorated to the day of closing.
The Real Estate & Auction Co. represent the seller.
Real Estate is selling with reserve. The seller has
every intention to sell this property, check with your
lender for financing & come to the auction prepared
to bid. 
NOTE: Contact the auctioneers, Frank Arling or

Brandon Arling, for information packet.
OWNER: PAUL E. WRENN JR. &

BURT WORTHING TRUST
LISA HARPER SUCCESSOR 

TRUSTEE FOR PAUL E. WRENN JR.
Terms: Any statements made day of sale

supersedes prior statements or advertisements, not
responsible for accidents. Portions of this auction
may be recorded. Auctioneer licensed by the State
of Ohio. Licensed Real Estate Agent in Ohio. Go

to our web sites for pictures at 
www.arling-evers.com or auctionzip.com

(ID#4606).    
AUCTIONEERS

Arling Evers Auctioneers Ltd.
Frank (Wills) Arling - Osgood Ohio
419-582-3801 • 937-670-6886
frank@arling-evers.com

Brandon Arling - Maria Stein, Ohio
567-644-4851 • brandon@arling-evers.com
We specialize in farm & machinery & home

auctions
1st Call Realty

Shawn Dues, Broker
CR 2-11, 3-11-2021
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Homan is a Harrier
Fort Recovery High School senior Brenna Homan signed her national letter of intent on

Wednesday to play softball for the Miami University-Hamilton Harriers. Pictured front row from left
are brother Troy Homan, father Todd Homan, Brenna, mother Michele Homan and brother Ross
Homan. Back row are Harrier coach Rick Walker, FRHS athletic trainer Jill Schneider, FRHS softball
coach Ryan Thien and her travel coach Casey Canan.

Continued from page 8
“It felt amazing,” he said.

“We’ve been waiting for
this game for I think it was
470 days. Everybody was
just hungry to play.”

And as the saying goes,
Homan got to eat that day.

He finished with 75 yards
on 11 touches and the one
reception. He had six car-
ries for 46 yards on the
game’s final drive when the
Cougars were running out
the clock in a 24-10 victory.

“It’s really special,”
Homan said. “I’ve been
grinding in the weight
room and putting every-
thing I could on the field
just to get that one chance.

“I think I took advantage
of  it today.”

While Homan didn’t lead
the team in carries — Eli
Wallace had 18 rushes for 69
yards and a touchdown —
he paced USF in rushing
yards.

After a day like that, he
should certainly get more
opportunities.

“Great day for Mr.

Homan,” Cougar coach
Kevin Donley said.

It was a day Donley was-
n’t even sure the Cougars
would get.

“Guys, I was wondering
if  it would ever happen
again,” he told media after
the game. “I’m so grateful.
Give thanks to the good
Lord for the opportunity to
play a great game.”

There was a wide range
of  feelings Saturday. The
piles of  snow reminded us
it was still technically win-
ter, but once the game
underway the calendar
month was meaningless. It
seemed more like a late fall
afternoon rather than early
March.

Seeing Homan with his
trademark running style —
a bruiser when he needs to
be but shifty when the situ-
ation calls for it — was rem-
iniscent of  his glory days
wearing purple and grey at
Fort Recovery.

Meaningful football in
the spring; it was the same,
but different.

Drives ...

DOHA, Qatar (AP) — After
more than a year out, Roger Fed-
erer started his 24th season on
tour with a win.

It was far from easy for the for-
mer No. 1, though, as he was
pushed hard by Dan Evans at the
Qatar Open before winning the
second-round match 7-6 (8), 3-6, 7-
5 on Wednesday. 

It was Federer’s first match in
405 days after having knee sur-
gery following the 2020 Aus-
tralian Open. 

“Feels good to be back,” Feder-
er said in an on-court interview.

“I’m happy to be standing here
regardless of  if  I won or lost. But
obviously winning feels better.” 

Playing for nearly 2 1/2 hours
tested the 39-year-old Swiss play-
er’s stamina following his long
break. Federer saved a set point
at 6-5 down in the first-set
tiebreaker and saved two break
points at 3-3 in the deciding set
before sealing the win with a
break of  Evans’ serve.

He showed flashes of  his usual
brilliance along the way, clinch-
ing the first set with a perfect
cross-court backhand winner as

Evans charged into the net. Hav-
ing failed to convert a match
point at 5-4 in the decider, he used
another backhand down the line
to clinch the win on his second
attempt. 

Federer said he used Evans as
a training partner as he prepared
for his comeback, playing more
than 20 sets against the Briton in
the previous weeks.

“It has been a long and tough
road for me. I enjoyed it though,”
the 20-time Grand Slam champi-
on said. “It has been a huge chal-
lenge of  mine in my tennis

career and to come back at my
age is not something that is very
simple.” 

Federer will play Nikoloz Basi-
lashvili in the quarterfinals after
the Georgian beat Malek Jaziri 6-
2, 6-2.

Top-seeded Dominic Thiem
rallied to beat Australian Open
semifinalist Aslan Karatsev 6-7
(5), 6-3, 6-2 for a place in the quar-
ters. 

Thiem’s next opponent is fifth-
seeded Roberto Bautista Agut,
who didn’t face a single break
point in his 6-4, 6-3 win against

Alexander Bublik of  Kaza-
khstan. 

Third-seeded Andrey Rublev
advanced without taking to the
court after his opponent Richard
Gasquet withdrew with a leg
injury. 

Denis Shapovalov won an all-
Canadian match against Vasek
Pospisil 7-5, 6-4. That sets up a
quarterfinal against Taylor Fritz
of  the U.S., who upset sixth-seed-
ed David Goffin 6-1, 5-7, 7-6 (9).
Fritz saved a match point at 6-5
down in the decider and twice
more in the tiebreaker. 

Federer returns with win after a year off

Scoreboard
Men’s college basketball

Oklahoma 79, Iowa State 73
Syracuse 89, N.C. State 68
Georgetown 68, Marquette 49
Arizona St. 64, Washington St. 59
UNLV 80, Air Force 52
Butler 70, Xavier 69 F/OT
Kansas State 71, TCU 50
Duke 70, Louisville 56

Minnesota 51, Northwestern 46
Utah 98, Washington 95
DePaul 70, Providence 62
North Carolina 101, Notre Dame 59
Penn State 72, Nebraska 66
California 76, Stanford 58
Miami 67, Clemson 64

NBA basketball
Memphis 127, Washington 112
Dallas 115, San Antonio 104

Local schedule
Friday

Jay County — Junior high swimming hosts
ACAC championships – 5:30 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

11:30 a.m. — Men’s College Basket-
ball: Michigan State vs. Maryland (BTN);
Oklahoma State vs. West Virginia (ESPN)

Noon — Men’s College Basketball:
Georgetown vs. Villanova (FS1); Syracuse
vs. Virginia (ESPN2)

2 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:
Minnesota vs. Ohio State (BTN)

2:30 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:
Kansas State vs. Baylor (ESPN); Miami vs.
Georgia Tech (ESPN2)

3 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:
Seton Hall vs. St. John’s (FS1)

6 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

Butler vs. Creighton (FS1)
6:30 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

Indiana vs. Rutgers (BTN); Oklahoma at
Kansas (ESPN2); Duke vs. Florida State
(ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Boston
Celtics at Brooklyn Nets (TNT)

9 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:
DePaul vs. UConn (FS1); Penn State vs.
Wisconsin (BTN); Texas Tech vs. Texas
(ESPN2)

10 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Golden
State Warriors at Los Angeles Clippers
(TNT)

11:30 p.m. — Men’s College Basket-
ball: California vs. Colorado (ESPN)

Friday
10:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Indiana

Pacers at Los Angeles Lakers (FSIN)
3 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

Cincinnati vs. SMU (ESPN2)

Sports on tap
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NEW YORK (AP) —
Chuck Harris was clutch
for Butler, drilling a
straightaway 3-pointer
and then sinking the
game-winning free throws
with three seconds left in
overtime as the tenth-
seeded Bulldogs ousted
Xavier 70-69 in the Big
East tournament on
Wednesday night.

The win moves Butler
(10-14) into a quarterfinal
against second-seeded and
No. 17-ranked Creighton
on Thursday. The teams
split their regular-season
games.

Xavier (13-8), the tourna-
ment seventh seed, shot
the lights out in the first
half, making 17 of  29 shots
(59%) and building a 40-26
halftime lead. 

Harris, who was 0-of-6
shooting by halftime,
came alive with an early 3-
pointer in the second half
as Butler began a long
climb back into the game.
Bryce Golden added 20
points, with 12 in the sec-
ond half, and Bryce Nze 19.

Dwon Odom and Zach
Freemantle led Xavier
with 14 points each, a

career-high for Odom.
Paul Scruggs and Colby
Jones added 10 each.

Scruggs made two free
throws to lift Xavier into a
69-68 lead with 18 seconds
left in overtime. He had
gone scoreless from 7:33 of
the first half  until the first
minute of  overtime.

Harris made a 3 to put
Butler ahead 62-59, its first
lead since 9-7. Bo Hodges
added another 3 and it was
65-61. Counting a pair of
free throws to force over-
time at 59-59, Harris
scored 10 of  Butler’s last
13 points.

For a nine-minute span
of  the second half, Butler
outscored Xavier 18-7. The
Musketeers missed 12 of
15 shots in that stretch.

Nze, despite being listed
as questionable to play
because of  an ankle
injury, scored 13 of  But-
ler’s 26 points in the first
half. He made 7 of  9 shots
including a career-high 4-
of-4 shooting from behind
the 3-point arc as Butler
closed to 52-45 with 7:38
remaining, His last two 3s
pulled Butler to 50-40 and
then 52-45.

Harris, Butler
win in overtime

By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

Not a single cloud
could be seen in the sky
over Bishop D’Arcy Sta-
dium on the campus of
University of  Saint Fran-
cis.

The parking lot had
stereos blaring, grills
cooking and the smell of
tailgate food permeated
the air.

Inside the stadium,
more music was blaring
as the Cougars prepared
for their first game of  the
season.

Just before kickoff,
there was a slight breeze
to accompany the brisk,
43-degree temperature.

It was a beautiful fall
— err, “spring,” but still
actually winter — after-
noon for college football.

When it came to the
season opener for the
USF football team Satur-
day, most of  it felt out of
the ordinary. Then again,
what in the last year has-
n’t? Later that night, 128
high school boys basket-
ball teams would be com-
peting for sectional
championships.

Behind the benches
were mounds of  snow
that had been removed
from the playing surface
weeks earlier. There, in
Fort Wayne, football to be
played for the first time
in 469 days after NAIA
moved the national
championships for fall
sports to the spring
because of  the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic. In
August, USF announced
it would play football in
the spring.

“It’s weird,” Ethan
Theurer, a Saint Francis
sophomore and 2018 Jay
County High School grad-
uate, said of  spring foot-
ball. “It’s nothing like
I’ve done before. Luckily
it’s getting a little
warmer now.

“Today was pretty
good.”

It was a slow start for
both teams on offense
despite Taylor losing 37-
14 to second-ranked Mari-
an the week earlier. The
game was tied 3-3 at half-
time.

After intermission,
however, the Cougars,
and one local athlete in
particular, got rolling.

Will Homan, a 2018 Fort
Recovery product, broke
his ankle before his
freshman season and red-
shirted. In 2019, he had
only a few carries, but
they came in the waning
moments of  a 59-20
blowout.

Homan saw the field
when it mattered Satur-
day and he made the most
of  his opportunity, just

like he did as a sopho-
more for Fort Recovery
when starting running
back Kyle Schroer went
down with an ankle
injury.

When Schroer, then a
senior, got hurt in a play-
off game in 2015, Homan
went on to rewrite the
Fort Recovery record
book for rushing over the
course of  the next two-
plus seasons.

On Homan’s second
play from scrimmage Sat-
urday, the 5-foot, 9-inch
shifty back rumbled for
28 yards, the team’s
longest play of  the day.
He shed one tackle just
past the line of  scrim-
mage, and tried to get rid
of  another defender but
was eventually brought
down.

That same quarter,
Homan recorded the first
touchdown of  his career,
a 1-yard score two plays
after the USF defense
blocked a Taylor punt.

Then, Homan had him-
self a day. On the next
Cougar drive, quarter-
back Matt Crable rolled
to his right and connect-
ed with Homan in the end
zone for a 24-yard TD
pass, Homan’s first
career reception, first TD
catch and second score of
the day.

See Drives page 7

Spring football
was the same,
but different
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‘It’s weird.
It’s nothing 

like I’ve done
before. Luckily
it’s getting a
little warmer
now. Today
was pretty

good.’
—Ethan Theurer,

Saint Francis 
sophomore and

2018 Jay County 
graduate


